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CITY RISING (½ hr) 

In this season, City Rising investigates informal economies — how workers who labor off the books, sometimes hiding 
in plain sight, are organizing to find pathways for legalization and protection.  City Rising illuminates the journey of 
California's neighborhoods advocating for responsible development. The documentary series highlights individuals 
facing discrimination but fighting to change policy and improve upward mobility for their communities. The effects of 
these movements are far-reaching, and their voices will ultimately impact the social health of communities across the 
country and beyond. 

ISSUE:  GENTRIFICATION AND URBAN GROWTH 
EP 101 “GENTRIFICATIN AND DISPLACEMENT” (Broadcast Jan 10 at 8pm)  

This program illuminates the journey of California's neighborhoods advocating for responsible development. The 
documentary series highlights individuals facing discrimination but fighting to change policy and improve upward 
mobility for their communities. The effects of these movements are far-reaching, and their voices will ultimately impact 
the social health of communities across the country and beyond. 

ISSUE:  HOW YOUTH LEADERS ARE HELPING RESHAPE OUR SYSTEM AND BRING ABOUT CHANGE FOR 
THEIR FUTURE. 
EP 103 “YOUTH AND DEMOCRACY” (Broadcast Jan 17 at 8pm) 

This season, journey with "City Rising" as it examines how youth leaders, allies and organizations are helping re-shape 
systems and institutions for a better future. See how they are make lasting change in pursuit of a more just and equitable 
future for themselves and the world they live in. 

EARTH FOCUS (½ hr) 
An environmental news magazine that features investigative reports and in-depth stories about our changing environment 
and how it affects people and communities around the world. 

ISSUE:  CREATING NEW SUSTAINABLE FOOD SOURCES 
EP 105 “FUTURE OF FOOD” (Broadcast March 28 at 8pm)  

Communities and innovators all over the world are creating new sustainable food sources that are resilient to climate 
change and growing populations. In San Diego, California, aqua-culturists are exploring open ocean farming as a more 
sustainable model for the fishing industry. 

ISSUE:  CLIMATE CHANGE & POLLUTION ON PLANTS & ANIMALS 
EP 106 “URBAN HABITAT” (Broadcast March 28 at 8:30pm) 

Los Angeles is one of the biggest biodiversity hotspots in the world, despite its smog, urban sprawl and snarling freeways. 
At least 20,000 native and non-native plant and animal species are thriving despite human interference, and in some cases 
because of it. How can people help make urban habitats more welcoming to non-human urban dwellers? 

THE MIGRANT KITCHEN (½ hr) 

An Emmy–winning food series that explores California’s booming food scene through the eyes of a new generation of 
chefs whose cuisine is inspired by the immigrant experience. The show often examines how immigrants used the foods 
of their culture to help their communities start businesses and adjust in their new country. Visit the kitchens of those 
who have transformed the culinary landscape of the state, combining traditional ethnic cuisines with a fusion of new 
flavors and techniques to make it a food capital of the world.  
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ISSUE:  IMMIGRANTS OVERCOMING DISCRIMINATION AND ACHIEVING TOLERANCE & ACCEPTANCE 
EP 301 “THE JEWISH DELIS” (Broadcast Jan 3 and Feb 14 at 7:30pm) 

The Jewish Delis of Los Angeles serve an important role for connecting heritage to food. Factor’s Famous Deli has 
been a central pillar for the community for 70 years while newcomers like Micah Wexler and Michael Kassar of Wexler’s 
Deli bring a fresh take to classic deli food traditions. 

EP 305 “MAN’OUSHE” (Broadcast Jan 31 and March 28 at 7:30pm) 

Two extraordinary women of Palestinian descent, Reem Assil and Lamees Dahbour, use food to bring their 
misunderstood homeland closer to Western tolerance and acceptance. 

SOCAL CONNECTED (½ hr) 

This local news magazine offers viewer’s substantive, in-depth reporting on vital issues that impact Southern 
Californians.  

ISSUE: GLOBAL WASTE CRISIS & THE EFFECT ON LOCAL COMMUNITIES. 
EP 1101 “LIFE IN PLASTIC: CALIFORNIA’S RECYCLING WOES” (Broadcast Jan 10 at 7pm) 

As California deals with the fallout of a global waste crisis, plastic manufacturers continue to spread misleading 
information about recycling, while spending big on lobbying efforts to keep their products on the shelves. 

ISSUE:  EFFECT OF CHANGING COMMUNITIES ON LOCAL TRACK AND FIELD; PRESSURE TO PERFORM IS 
PROVING TOO STRESSFUL FOR SOME. 
EP 1104 “BORN TO RUN” (Broadcast Feb 14 at 7pm) 

The Los Angeles Jets youth track and field club is one of the oldest and most established running teams in California. 
It was founded in South Los Angeles in 1973 by then West Vernon Elementary school teacher Ron Moore.  Five years 
later James Robertson and Booker Woods joined as coaches and the team became one of the largest co-ed running 
groups in the city.  The team has won over two hundred national titles and helped trained some of the best athletes in 
the sport. One of them is Obea Moore, considered one of the fastest sprinters of his time. In Born to Run, SoCal 
Connected looks at what happened to LA Jets’ Obea Moore and the current state of youth track and field today. 

ISSUE: EXTREME PRESSURES OF GETTING INTO COLLEGE. 
EP 1105 “UNDER PRESSURE” (Broadcast Jan 17 at 7pm and Feb 7 at 7pm) 

Parents are willing to spend thousands to get the competitive edge in the college admissions process, but at what cost? 
SoCal Connected takes a revealing look at the high stakes world of the for-profit education consultant business. 

ISSUE: LACK OF ADEQUATE HEALTHCARE FOR THE HOMELESS LIVING ON SKID ROW, AND THE STRAIN 
IT PUTS ON L.A. FIRE STATION 9. 
EP 1107 “FIRE STATION 9” (Broadcast Jan 24 at 7pm and March 4 at 5am)                                                                 

Take a rare behind-the-scenes look inside the busiest fire station in the country, where firefighters act as both primary 
care providers and emergency responders for the nearly 5,000 people living on Skid Row. 

ISSUE: HOW TO ADDRESS THE CONTINUTING MISTRUST BETWEEN THE LAPD AND ORANGE COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S DEPT. AND OUR LOCAL COMMUNITIES AS THE AGENCIES CONTINUE TO HIDE BEHIND THE 
“BLUE CURTAIN”, EVEN AFTER THE PASSAGE OF SENATE BILL 1421 REQUIRING PUBLIC ACCESS TO 
POLICE MISCONDUCT RECORDS.   
EP 1108 “THE FIGHT TO KNOW” (Broadcast Jan 3 and March 14 at 7pm)    

In the beginning of 2019, California, one of the nation’s most secretive states when it comes to police files, put Senate 
Bill 1421 into effect. The new law made public thousands of police records pertaining to police dishonesty, sexual 
assault and use of force. And in an unprecedented move, forty news groups partner to dig into these once-secret police 
files. But even after a year into the new transparency law, journalists and the public are realizing that the law has its 
limits when it comes to investigating police misconduct.  
 

SOUTHLAND SESSIONS (1hr) 

“Southland Sessions” connects you to SoCal’s resilient arts scene one session at a time. From drive-by art shows to 
all-girl mariachi bands, our curated performances, thoughtful reports and artist resources are your link to the cultural 
heartbeat of our city. 
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ISSUE:  HOW CIVIC CULTURE IS CHANGING DURING THE PANDEMIC AND WHAT THAT COULD MEAN FOR 
THE FUTURE OF LOS ANGELES. 
EP 10 “CIVIC IMAGINATION” (Broadcast Jan 23 at 8pm) 

Hosted by artist and designer Rosten Woo, this episode explores how civic art and culture is changing during the 
pandemic and what that could mean for the future of Los Angeles. This episode opens with Carmen Argote’s “Last 
Light,” a meditation of walking and memory in the city. Patrisse Cullors, Alexandre Dorriz and Noé Olivas talk about the 
origins of Crenshaw Dairy Mart and the relationship between art and abolition. Joel Garcia, Mercedes Dorame and 
Sandra de la Loza discuss the long road to removing the Father Serra and Columbus statues in downtown Los Angeles, 
how re-thinking monuments can help the public reconcile with difficult histories and some current projects — a proposed 
memorial to the Sleepy Lagoon killing and trial of 1942 and a temporary installation related to “Memory is in the Present” 
at the park between Grand Avenue and Hill Street in downtown Los Angeles. Comedian Kristina Wong speaks about 
Auntie Sewing Squad, a grassroots effort to sew and distribute face masks. Architect Jia Gu explains how her 
organization, Materials & Applications, re-organized itself to distribute water to unhoused people in Echo Park during a 
heatwave. Violinist Vijay Gupta discusses how he is working to keep cultural continuity in Skid Row. Finally, Christopher 
Hawthorne, Chief Design Office for the city of Los Angeles; Lyric Kelkar of Inclusive Action for the City 
and Tafarai Bayne, Chief Strategist at Cic LAvia, discuss how the dynamics of public space are changing in the 
pandemic and the need to deeply think about equity in access and use of street space in this time of social distancing.  


