
 

 

 

 
The Today Show 

Monday-Friday 7am-9am 

 
The Today Show II 

Monday-Friday 9am-10am 

 
The Today Show III 

Monday-Friday 10am-11am 

 
NBC Nightly News 

Monday-Sunday 6:30pm-7pm 

 
Today All Night 

Monday-Friday 2:07am-3am 

 
Saturday Today Show 

Saturdays 7am-9am 

 
Sunday Today Show 

Sundays 8am-9am 

 

 
Meet The Press 
Sundays 11am-12pm 

Public Inspection File Quarterly Issues/Programs List 
 

NBC News Programs 3rd Qtr. 2016 
Early Today 
Monday-Friday 6:30am-7am 

Full Measure with Sharyl Attkisson Sundays at 10am and 12am
7/3/16-9/25/16

Dateline NBC various times
7/1/16, 7/15/16, 7/17/16, 7/22/16, 7/24/16, 7/29/16, 7/30/16, 7/31/16, 8/26/16, 9/2/16, 
9/16/16, 9/23/16 and 9/30/16



WTWC TALLAHASSEE QUARTERLY ISSUES REPORT

3rd Quarter 2016

Below is a list of some of the significant issues responded to by Station WTWC, Tallahassee, 

Florida, along with the most significant programming treatment of those issues

 for the period July 1, to September 30, 2016.   

Description of 

Issue

Program/

Segment Date Time Duration

Narration of Type and 

Description of 

Program/Segment

Oasis Center for 

Women and 

Girls is a 

nonprofit 

organization in 

Tallahassee 

whose mission 

is to improve 

the lives of 

women and girls 

through 

celebration and 

support by 

addressing 

theses issues 

with direct 

services and 

collectively 

through 

community 

dialogue and 

awareness. 

Our 

Issues 

Tallahass

ee/ "Oasis 

Center for 

Women 

and Girls"

7/16/16 at 

5:30am 

and 

7/17/16;  

we had 

preempt on 

the 7/17. no 

show aired 

due to 

program 

conflict.  

7:30am 22 minutes Interview segment one 

with Haley Cutler -

Executive Director of 

Oasis Center.   

Discussing the various 

services and history of 

Oasis Center.  Interview 

segment two Ericka 

Mckibbin and Lashawn 

Gordon from Pace 

Center for Girls discuss 

how the Oasis 

partnership and 

programs have helped 

the many girls who 

attend Pace Center for 

girls in Tallahassee.  

Segment Three Sha'ron 

James the Chair on 

Leon County 

Commission on status of 

Women and Girls 

discusses the statistics 

and programs the 

various women and girls 

of Tallahassee are in 

need of and how Oasis 

has helped fill those 

needs.



Innocence 

Project of 

Florida's 

mission is to 

find and free the 

innocent in 

Florida prisons, 

help the 

exonerees 

transition back 

into a changed 

society, and 

work to reform 

the criminal 

justice system.

Our 

Issues 

Tallahass

ee/ 

"Innocenc

e Project 

of Florida"

8/6/16 at 

5:30am 

and 8/7/16; 

7:30am 22 minutes Interview Segment 

one with Seth Miller of 

the Innocence Project 

of Florida discusses 

the problem of 

innocent victims being 

wrongfully 

incarcerated in the 

state of Florida.  

Segments two and 

Three our host 

interviews Sister 

Helen Prejean, reform 

advocate and best-

selling author about 

her famous book and 

movie that starred 

Sean Penn as a 

wrongfully convicted 

death row inmate.  

Sister Helen 

discusses her 

continuing death row 

activism and working 

with Susan Sarandon 

on the Film Dead Man 

Walking.



The American 

Red Cross 

Capital Area 

Chapter mission 

is to prevent 

and alleviate 

human suffering 

in the face of 

emergencies by 

mobilizing the 

power of 

volunteers and 

the generosity 

of donors in the 

capital area.

Our 

Issues 

Tallahass

ee/ 

"American 

Red 

Cross 

Disaster 

Prepared

ness"

7/30/16 at 

5:30am 

and 

7/31/16; 

9/3/16 at 

5:30 am 

and 9/4/16; 

9/10/16 at 

5:30am 

and 

9/11/16.

7:30am 22 minutes Interview segment one 

Sharon Tyler - Executive 

Director of Capital Area 

Chapter of Red Cross 

discusses the overview 

of all the services the 

local Red Cross 

provides the citizens of 

the Capital Area.  

Interview segment two 

Tom Derzpolski - CEO 

BowStern and board 

member of American 

Red Cross discusses 

fundraising and how you 

can volunteer by 

donation or time.  

Interview segment three 

Sharon Tyler and Tom 

Derzpolski discuss 

various programs 

including how the local 

Red Cross helps Military 

Families and Service 

Men and Women in 

times of need.  



Villlage Square 

is a non-

partisan public 

educational 

forum on 

matters of local, 

state and 

national 

importance.   

They are 

dedicated to 

maintaining 

factual accuracy 

in civic and 

political debate 

by growing civil 

dialog on 

diverse issues 

such as race, 

gender, religion 

etc. 

Our 

Issues 

Tallahass

ee/ 

"Village 

Square"

7/2/16 at 

5:30am 

and 7/3/16;  

7/23/16 at 

5:30am 

and 

7/24/16; 

8/27 at 

5:30am 

and 8/28.

7:30am 22 minutes Interview segment 

one Liz Joyner 

Executive Director of 

Village Square 

discusses how they 

deal with the various 

issues of 

diversification.   In 

segments two and 

three Rabbi Jack 

Romberg and Pastor 

Darrick McGhee 

discuss faith food 

Friday which is a civil 

debate between a 

Democrat and a 

Republican form 

different 

denominations.  



Local political 

races and the 

candidates are 

discussed with 

Steve Vancore 

a Talllahasssee 

Political 

Consultant with 

Vancore Jones 

Communication

s.

Our 

Issues 

Tallahass

ee/ "Local 

Primary 

races in 

Florida"

7/9/16 at 

5:30am 

and 

7/10/16. 

7:30am 22 minutes In segment one Steve 

and Berneice discuss 

the heated race for Leon 

County Schools 

Superintendent.   In 

segment two Steve and 

Berneice summarize the 

many different local 

candiadates for various 

offices and what each 

candidates issues are, 

so the viewers will be 

more informed.  In 

Segment three Steve 

and Berneice give an 

overview of the rest of 

the State elections and 

even touched on the 

National Presidential 

race and how tv ads are 

helping shape voters 

choices.   



The mission of 

Opening Nights 

Performing Arts 

Series and 

Festival at 

Florida State 

University is to 

engage the 

university, local, 

and global 

communities in 

creative 

experiences 

through art, 

music and 

writing series 

and 

performances.

Our 

Issues 

Tallahass

ee/ 

"Opening 

Nights 

2016 - 

2017 

Season.

8/13/16 at 

5:30am 

and 

8/14/16; 

8/20/16 at 

5:30am 

and 

8/21/16. 

7:30am 22 minutes In Segment one 

Executive Director 

Christopher Heacox 

discusses the history of 

how Opening Nights 

moved from a week long 

event to a seasonal 

event.   Segment two 

and three Chris 

discusses the various 

performers that will be 

featured during the 2016-

2017 Opening Nights 

Season.  Chris also 

discusses the process of 

picking these diversified 

acts who come from all 

over the world to 

perform in Tallahassee.  

The show is wrapped up 

with a look at what is 

coming up for next year 

and how viewers can 

volunteer to work during 

Opening Nights Series.



Tallahassee 

Mayor Andrew 

Gillum 

discusses the 

aftermath of 

recent 

Hurricane 

Hermine.

Our 

Issues 

Tallahass

ee/"Hurric

ane 

Hermine'

9/17/16 at 

5:30am 

and 

9/18/16; 

9/24 at 

5:30am 

and 9/25. 

7:30am 22 minutes In segment one 

Tallahassee Mayor 

Andrew Gillum and 

Berneice give us 

background on 

Hurricane Hermine 

and alll the 

devestation that the 

city sustained.  In 

segment two Berneice 

talks with Mayor 

Gillum about the 

planning and 

implementation of 

such plans for the 

Tallahassee area 

during the storm.  In 

segment three 

Berneice and Mayor 

Gillum talked about 

what the city officials 

learned worked and 

what didn't work in the 

storm aftermath.  The 

mayor also discussed 

how improvements 

would be made for 

any future storms that 

hit the Tallahassee 

area. 









 



2016 3RD QUARTER MEET THE PRESS TOPICS 

Chuck Todd is NBC News Political Director and the moderator of "Meet the Press," the flagship Sunday 
Morning public affairs program and longest-running broadcast in television history. 

"Meet the Press" is seen on the NBC Television Network from 9-10 a.m. ET in most markets. In New 
York City and Washington D.C., the broadcast is seen from 10:30-11:30 a.m. ET. 

The program re-airs on MSNBC Sunday afternoons at 2 p.m. ET/11 a.m. PT and again at 2 a.m. ET/11 
p.m. PT and 4 a.m. ET/1 a.m. PT Monday. At these times, “Meet The Press” will also air on SIRIUS 

channel 90 and XM channel 120. 

Please check local listings or the "Meet the Press" website (http://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-
press) for television and radio broadcast times in your area or to get transcripts of the show. Follow us 

on Twitter @MeetThePress and @NBCNewsPR. 

MTP SUNDAY EXCLUSIVE: SEN. COTTON 
SAYS “TRUMP CAN ULTIMATELY MAKE 
THE CASE FOR HIMSELF,” “VERY 
UNWISE” OF LYNCH TO MEET WITH BILL 
CLINTON 

ALSO: Sen. Cotton: AG Lynch/President Bill Clinton tarmac meeting “raises questions 
about political interference in this investigation” PLUS: Labor Sec. Perez: Obama and 
Clinton disagree on T.P.P. EXCLUSIVE: Sec. Clinton on tarmac meeting: “Hindsight is 
20/20”; “I’ve been eager” to talk to FBI 

JULY 3, 2016 – In a Sunday exclusive interview with moderator Chuck Todd, Sen. Tom Cotton (R-
Ark.) refused to support Republican presumptive nominee Donald Trump, saying that “Donald Trump can 
ultimately make the case for himself.”  

Cotton also told Todd that the tarmac meeting between Attorney General Lynch and former president Bill 
Clinton earlier this week “raises questions about political interference in this investigation.” Watch the full 
interview: http://nbcnews.to/29gwssY.   

Democratic presumptive nominee Hillary Clinton exclusively spoke with Todd yesterday in her first 
interview since her voluntary interview with the FBI about her emails as Secretary of State, telling him that 
she’s “been eager” to speak with the FBI and that, in regard to the controversial tarmac meeting, 
“hindsight is 20/20.” Watch the full interview, which aired first yesterday on 
MSNBC: http://nbcnews.to/29eMC75.   

Labor Sec. Tom Perez, who has widely been speculated as a possible VP pick for Clinton, also 
exclusively joined this morning’s program in his personal, political capacity, sharing that “we want to make 
sure that when we negotiate with Mexico and Vietnam and others that we have the strongest protections 

http://nbcnews.to/29gwssY
http://nbcnews.to/29eMC75


for workers that we've ever had….The President and Secretary Clinton have a disagreement on whether 
T.P.P. has gone that far.” Watch the full interview:http://nbcnews.to/29fJTLS.   

The Atlantic’s Jonathan Rauch talked about his cover story “How American Politics Went Insane” with 
the show’s roundtable, which featured NBC News’ Andrea Mitchell, Kelly O’Donnell and Katy Tur; and 
MSNBC’s Kasie Hunt. Watch the discussion:http://nbcnews.to/29gymtN.   

# # #   

MANDATORY CREDIT: NBC NEWS’ “MEET THE PRESS”    

 Mandatory credit to NBC News’ “Meet the Press” on first reference. 
 The onscreen “Meet the Press” credit must be clearly visible and unobstructed at all times in any 

image, video clip, or other form of media. 
 Embedded web video must stream from the NBCNews.com media player with the unobstructed 

credit as described above. 

# # #   

Other videos from this morning’s network broadcast include:  

 Cotton: Trump Can ‘Make the Case for Himself’ http://nbcnews.to/29cwnWd 
 Cotton on Congress’ Role in Crafting Foreign Policy http://nbcnews.to/29qQgKG 
 Tom Perez, Potential VP Pick, Sells Clinton and Slams Trump on 'Meet the 

Press'http://nbcnews.to/29cxox2 
 Perez: Pres. Obama and Hillary Clinton Disagree Over T.P.P. http://nbcnews.to/29n3TNl 
 Remembering Elie Wiesel http://nbcnews.to/29czmhh 
 Andrea Mitchell on Tarmac Meeting: ‘Such an Unforced Error’ http://nbcnews.to/29hlQcZ 
 #comPRESSed: Catch the Show in Less Than Two Minutes http://nbcnews.to/29qV7LX 

CHUCK TODD:  

This Sunday, Hillary Clinton, emails, and the F.B.I. The F.B.I. interviews Clinton for three and a half hours 
about her email server. This morning, her first interview since that meeting.  

SEC.. HILLARY CLINTON:  

I've been eager to do it and I was pleased to have the opportunity to assist the department in bringing its 
review to a conclusion.  

CHUCK TODD:  

The email story plus Bill Clinton's tarmac meeting with the attorney general--  

SEC. HILLARY CLINTON:  

Both the attorney general and my husband have said they would not do it again.  

CHUCK TODD:  

--are just the latest example to why voters have trust issues with Clinton. Also, terror 2016, as attacks 
around the world become the new normal, ISIS becomes the bigger part of the presidential campaign.  

http://nbcnews.to/29fJTLS
http://nbcnews.to/29gymtN
http://nbcnews.to/29cwnWd
http://nbcnews.to/29qQgKG
http://nbcnews.to/29cxox2
http://nbcnews.to/29n3TNl
http://nbcnews.to/29czmhh
http://nbcnews.to/29hlQcZ
http://nbcnews.to/29qV7LX


DONALD TRUMP:  

They have dreams at night and their dreams are that Hillary Clinton becomes president of our country. 
Believe me.  

CHUCK TODD:  

How will terror impact the election? My interview with Senator Tom Cotton, one of President Obama's 
sharpest critics. Plus, our new NBC News 2016 battleground map, the big states that have shifted, and 
what it means for November. And finally, is it time to bring back the smoke-filled room? Yes, says the 
author of The Atlantic Magazine cover story, how American politics went insane.  

Joining me for insight and analysis this Sunday morning are some of the campaign reporters from NBC 
News, Andrea Mitchell, Katie Tur, Kasie Hunt, and Kelly O'Donnell. Welcome to Sunday. It'sMeet the 
Press.  

ANNOUNCER:  

From NBC News in Washington, this is Meet the Press with Chuck Todd.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Good Sunday morning and a happy Independence Day weekend to everyone. We may be nearing the 
final chapter of the Hillary Clinton email saga. Yesterday, the F.B.I. interviewed Hillary Clinton for about 
three and a half hours at its headquarters right here in Washington D.C. about the use of her private 
email server while she was secretary of State. I spoke with the former secretary late yesterday on 
MSNBC, her only interview since meeting with the F.B.I., and asked her whether the description of the 
interview as "civil and businesslike" was accurate.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

SEC. HILLARY CLINTON:  

Well, it was both. It was something I had offered to do since last August. I've been eager to do it and I 
was pleased to have the opportunity to assist the department in bringing its review to a conclusion.  

CHUCK TODD:  

How did your private server, where you kept this classified information, some of which was retroactive, I 
understand, after your term as Secretary of State, how is that not a violation of this code?  

SEC. HILLARY CLINTON:  

I never received nor sent any material that was marked classified. And there is a process for the review of 
material before it is released to the public. And there were decisions made that material should be 
classified, I do call that retroactively classifying. So therefore it would not be publicly released. But that 
doesn't change the fact as I have explained many times.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Who advised you that it was perfectly legal for you to have a private server and have this information on 
there as Secretary of State. Who gave you that advice?  



SEC. HILLARY CLINTON:  

I'm not going to go into any more detail than I already have in public, many times, as you certainly know, 
out of respect for the process that the department is conducting. So I'm not going to comment any further 
on the review. But I've been answering questions now for over a year. I've released more than 55,000 
pages of my emails for the public to read for themselves. I will continue to be as forthcoming as I can and 
my answer that I first gave more than a year ago, I stand by.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

At the same time, there was another story Clinton would love to try to leave behind, that tarmac meeting 
at the Phoenix airport between Bill Clinton and Attorney General Loretta Lynch. Given Hillary Clinton's 
email troubles, the impromptu exchange was seen by her opponents as evidence of a conspiracy. Even 
by supporters though, as just bad optics. On MSNBC yesterday, I asked for her reaction to the meeting.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

SEC. HILLARY CLINTON:  

Well, I learned about it in the news. And it was a short, chance meeting at an airport tarmac. Both of their 
planes, as I understand it, were landing on the same tarmac at about the same time, and the attorney 
general's husband was there, they said hello, they talked about grandkids, which is very much on our 
minds these days, golf, their mutual friend, former Attorney General Janet Reno, it was purely social. 
They did not veer off of speaking about those kinds of very common exchanges.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Do you understand why many in the public, many, some of them are political opponents of yours, some 
are supporters that thought that was a bad decision by your husband, that that was a mistake and he 
should have known better?  

SEC. HILLARY CLINTON:  

Well, I think hindsight's 20-20. Both the attorney general and my husband have said that they wouldn't do 
it again even though it was, from all accounts that I have heard and seen, an exchange of pleasantries. 
But obviously, no one wants to see any untoward conclusions drawn, and they said they would not do it 
again.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

Those two stories, the emails, the tarmac meeting, appearing in rapid succession are a reminder that 
while Donald Trump has had a terrible few weeks, Hillary Clinton has her own issues. And they all revolve 
around trust.   

(BEGIN TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  



The interview that's been anticipated for months happened behind closed doors at F.B.I. headquarters for 
three and a half hours, according to Clinton aides. It's a sign the email investigation that has dogged 
Clinton's campaign may finally be drawing to a close. And that tarmac meeting--  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Bill Clinton goes in the other day into an airplane, just happened to be, oh, just a coincidence.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Attorney General Loretta Lynch says the meeting on her private plane in Phoenix was a social call, but 
announced Friday she will accept whatever recommendation federal prosecutors make in the 
investigation.  

LORETTA LYNCH:  

I certainly wouldn't do it again. Because I think it has cast this shadow.  

STEPHANIE CUTTER:  

I think the key right now is there cannot be any unforced errors. And that meeting on the tarmac was an 
unforced error.  

CHUCK TODD:  

The trust issue continues to be a drag on Clinton's campaign.  

SEC. HILLARY CLINTON:  

A lot of people tell pollsters they don't trust me. Now, I don't like hearing that. You hear 25 years' worth of 
wild accusations, anyone would start to wonder.  

CHUCK TODD:  

In the latest NBC/Wall Street Journal poll, Clinton leads Trump overall by five points, but she trails by 16 
points when voters are asked, "Which candidate is more honest and straightforward?" And 69 percent of 
voters say, "The fact that Clinton is dishonest is serious enough to be a concern."  

PETER HART:  

I think the integrity problem goes all the way back to her being a first lady, from Whitewater forward, all 
the way to the investigation now on the emails, there's always something in the press. While none of them 
have been prosecuted in any way, voters just see too much smoke.  

CHUCK TODD:  

And this week in the drip, drip, drip of the ongoing email scandal, more emails. Though Clinton claims she 
turned over all work-related emails to the State Department, at least 160 new ones have come to light, 
thanks to a public records lawsuit. Clinton is trying to deal with all of her problems, explaining her 
secrecy.  

SEC. HILLARY CLINTON:  



The reason I sometimes sound careful with my words is not that I'm hiding something, it's just that I'm 
careful with my words.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Borrowing campaign energy from others.  

SEN. ELIZABETH WARREN:  

I'm with her. Yes! Her!  

CHUCK TODD:  

And trying to turn the trust issue back on Trump.  

SEC. HILLARY CLINTON:  

He's in it for himself. And he is temperamentally unfit to be president.  

CHUCK TODD:  

But her reputation may be faked in.  

PETER HART:  

But you can't just do a speech and suddenly address it and then it's gone. It's always going to be part of 
the equation, and that's what makes it difficult for her.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

All right, let's bring in our panel of NBC News political correspondents that are here this weekend, Kelly 
O'Donnell, Kasie Hunt, Andrea Mitchell, and Katy Tur. Welcome to all of you. Donald Trump has his own 
reaction to the F.B.I. interview. And he's already come to a conclusion. This is what he twote, "It was just 
announced--by sources--that no charges will be brought against Crooked Hillary Clinton. Like I said, the 
system is totally rigged!" Andrea Mitchell, even if she's exonerated, Donald Trump already has his talking 
point thanks to the tarmac meeting.  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

Thanks to the tarmac. Well, first of all, he's been calling her "crooked Hillary" for quite a while. So that is 
branding her in advance. But the tarmac meeting, such an unforced error, inexplicably. Bill Clinton, the 
schmoozer, is, and she, oh, there's a motorcade. Let me go over.  

But something should have told this former constitutional law professor from Arkansas not to do it. 
Something should have told Loretta Lynch to say, "Mr. President, let's go down." I know it was 108°, we 
checked, on the tarmac, they could have walked into the terminal, any place in public. To be on that plane 
for 30 minutes, now, no matter what happens, if she is exonerated, there will still be suspicions not only 
among the Donald Trump people but among a lot of other people. There'll be suspicions that it was 
politically influenced. This is absolutely a disastrous decision on their part.  



KATY TUR:  

And it plays directly into the narrative that the Donald Trump campaign is trying to put forth, that Hillary 
Clinton is not to be trusted, that there are one set of rules for her, for the Clintons, for politicians in 
general, and another set of rules for everybody else. The Lynch meetings did that, this meeting with the 
F.B.I. could potentially so it if it results in no charges being brought, and the Trump campaign is seeing 
this as an opportunity no matter what happens, to use it against her as saying that she's just not 
trustworthy.  

KASIE HUNT:  

And it's something of a pattern, right, with the Clintons. You heard Hillary Clinton herself talking about that 
there. "Oh, I do something, the right thinks that it's a grand conspiracy." But reality is, they have done 
things, many things, in public life that looking back, they say they shouldn't have done, but they look 
strange. The email use, in and of itself, she says, "I did it for convenience. It turns out I would have done it 
differently if I had another chance." It's a long line of things that fits into a pattern that Trump very eagerly 
plays into--  

KATY TUR:  

Death by a thousand cuts.  

CHUCK TODD:  

You know, Kelly, I want to play you a clip here. I had Loretta Lynch on her two weeks ago, and I asked 
her about the issue of recusal. And what's interesting is that it, actually now in hindsight, it looks like she 
was perhaps setting up what she ended up announcing. Here it is.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

So this is not up to you? This decision?  

LORETTA LYNCH:  

We don't talk about how we're going to deal with the internal workings of the Justice Department, but this 
will be handled like any other matter.  

CHUCK TODD:  

You don’t think there’s any-- It's not necessary in your mind that you have to excuse yourself from this?  

LORETTA LYNCH:  

I say let the career prosecutors and agents do their job and continue in this matter.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

But she was also careful in the Aspen interview--  



KELLY O’DONNELL:  

She left a little room.  

CHUCK TODD:  

She said, "No, I am going to be briefed on this." She's not doing a full recusal. Republicans are picking up 
on this.  

KELLY O’DONNELL:  

Right. And they want a special prosecutor. They don't trust the--  

CHUCK TODD:  

They’re not going to get a special counsel. That they're not going to get.  

KELLY O’DONNELL:  

No.  

CHUCK TODD:  

But a recusal is something that--  

KELLY O’DONNELL:  

But talking about it suggests that--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Right, recusal is something that might still be out there.  

KELLY O’DONNELL:  

I think that is still within the possibility. I also think that James Comey has a lot of credibility with people in 
both parties, because he has been someone who on principle has pulled himself out of the game before. 
And I think if he were to say that there is evidence here that should be considered, it's the career 
prosecutors, and I think many people watching us from the outside may not have a sense of the type of 
long careers, regardless of who is president, of people who are involved in this. She's trying to shine a 
light on that credibility, politically, this is very difficult.  

CHUCK TODD:  

So if you can't fix trust, then what do you fix if you're Hillary Clinton? Here's Peter Hart, one of our 
pollsters with the NBC/Wall Street Journal poll. He wants to zero in on another issue of Hillary Clinton's.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

PETER HART:  



Hillary Clinton's never going to be able to solve the integrity question. What she has to deal with is 
likeability. And that is, voters need to relate to her, they need to find a comfort in terms of her values and 
in terms of what she would do.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

He's been writing this, and other Democrats believe she is not, the campaign's not doing enough on her 
own likeability issues.  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

Well, they've got campaign ads now showing what she's done with children, which is authentic. It's her 
entire life, her entire career, they're playing in North Carolina and other big states. But that is showing 
Hillary Clinton as not just experienced, they've checked that box, but showing her warm, engaging, the 
grandmother.  

But, I mean, there’s one other thing that this whole mess as created. It has made it difficult. I was told that 
there was a possible plan for her to fly in on Tuesday with this first Obama meeting to North Carolina on 
Air Force One, the full embrace, the picture.  

CHUCK TODD:  

So Hillary Clinton would have been on Air Force One with Obama, walking down.  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

No, coming out of the--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Off the--  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

--the door of the plane opens, there are the two of them, arm in arm.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Not now.  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

Well, maybe they'll still do it, but it really makes it hard for the president while this is pending, from his 
Justice Department.  

KELLY O’DONNELL:  

Absolutely.  



CHUCK TODD:  

All right, guys. I want to pivot here a little bit. We'll do some more politics here, but I want to pivot a little 
bit to the other big issue that is hitting this campaign. It's the spate of terror attacks around the world. And 
whether this is really becoming the new normal for all of us.  

Consider what we've seen just in the past few months, all tied to Islamic extremism:  Paris, San 
Bernardino, Orlando, the airport in Istanbul, and just this weekend, the restaurant siege in Bangladesh. 
Events like these can alter the trajectory of a campaign. And while Hillary Clinton limited her response to 
a written statement, Donald Trump again is trying to position himself as the tough-on-terror candidate.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Hillary is a weak person. She's a weak person. They will not understand Hillary. They want her to get in 
so badly. The last person they want to see become president of the United States, believe me, is Donald 
Trump. I can tell you that.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

And there are warning signs for Clinton on this issue. Our recent NBC News/Wall Street Journalpoll found 
Trump leading Clinton by five points, 44-39, on the issue of dealing with terrorism and homeland security. 
And Trump has an eight-point edge, 45-37, on who would do a better job for, quote, "standing up for 
America." Well, yesterday I spoke with Republican Senator Tom Cotton of Arkansas. He sits on the 
Intelligence and Armed Services Committee, and he's been amongst the sharpest critics of President 
Obama's foreign policy.  

CHUCK TODD: 
And joining me now is the Republican senator from Arkansas, Tom Cotton. Senator Cotton, welcome 
back to Meet the Press. 
                        
SENATOR TOM COTTON: 
Good morning Chuck, it's good to be on with you. Happy Independence Day to you and all your viewers. 
                        
CHUCK TODD: 
Absolutely. And let me start with this war against ISIS, terrorism, et cetera. You're very critical of this 
administration. That we know. But let me put you in charge now. Be the person in charge. Starting now, 
what do you do? Let's start with Syria. What do you do in Syria now? 
                        
SENATOR TOM COTTON: 
Well, Chuck, I think the first thing we have to do is talk less and act more. The President often presents 
our problems with the Islamic State as a P.R. problem or a communications problem. When a politician 
says that, it's almost always a reality problem. We need to do more and we need to do it faster. 
 
I'll give you some examples from the past. It seems like every time the Islamic State commits a terrorist 
atrocity, the president or his senior officials announce a new policy change. We weren't striking at oil 
trucks, then we were. We didn't have special operations forces in Syria, now we do. 
 
We didn't have troops below the brigade level. We now have them down to the battalion level. At a 
minimum, we should take stock of all the policies that we might pursue after a terrorist attack and we 
should pursue all of them right now before there's another attack. 



                        
CHUCK TODD: 
I want to play a clip from a speech you gave in 2013 and ask you about it on the other side. Here it is. 
 
SENATOR TOM COTTON: 
"Are we fighting too many wars? And I would say no. We're fighting one war. And it's a war against radical 
Islamic Jihad. Our national interests are can be at stake in the smallest valleys in Afghanistan, where 
radical Islamic Jihadist are plotting just a small cabal, a few dozen, a few hundred, a few hundred 
thousand dollars." 
                        
CHUCK TODD: 
Does that mean when ISIS strikes in Bangladesh, that it is in America's interest to deal with that ISIS 
threat there, the ISIS threat in Afghanistan, the ISIS threat in Iraq? You see my point here. Where does it 
stop? Where does it end? 
                        
SENATOR TOM COTTON: 
Well, we have to defeat the Islamic State, Chuck. We can't simply contain it within a small part of Syria. 
They will continue to launch terror attacks around the world, not just in places like Bangladesh and 
Turkey, but Western Europe and then in the United States as well. 
 
Or they will inspire those kind of attacks. If the Islamic State is losing, if they are defeated in Iraq and 
Syria, or in Libya which is maybe their most dangerous and most well-developed cell today, then they 
won't inspire nearly so many attacks. We're not responsible for the domestic security of every one of our 
allies. 
 
But ultimately, the way to stop attacks around the world is to deny terrorists the safe haven they need and 
to eliminate their leadership from the battle just like we did with Al Qaeda through much of the last 
decade. 
                        
CHUCK TODD: 
In many ways what you outline as a foreign policy is the exact opposite of Donald Trump and seems 
really closer to Hillary Clinton. Or Hillary Clinton seems closer to you. How do you explain this? 
                        
SENATOR TOM COTTON: 
Well, I can assure you that I'm not very close to Hillary Clinton. I think she's disqualified herself from 
Commander-in-Chief by her cavalier attitude towards our nation's secrecy laws. And she has been 
responsible for many of the worst decisions of the Obama administration. 
 
She was literally present when we pressed the reset button with Russia just a few months after Russia 
had invaded Georgia. In 2011, when our commanders said they needed more troops in Iraq and when 
every Iraqi leader wanted a new agreement to keep those troops there, she couldn't achieve that even 
though she was Secretary of State. 
 
And she was the strongest advocate inside the Obama administration for the Libyan misadventure which 
has now led to the strongest ISIS cell around the world. So I am far from a supporter of Hillary Clinton. 
Nor do our worldviews match up very well. 
                        
CHUCK TODD: 
Okay, fine, but you just gave the case against Clinton. What's the case for Trump? You just did a whole 
speech by the way earlier this weekend. You didn't even mention his name. You laid out a strong case 
against her. But you did not make a case for him. Make the case for him. 
                        
SENATOR TOM COTTON: 
Well, Chuck, the case against Hillary Clinton's judgment in foreign policy is very strong to say nothing of 
her support for Obamacare or immigration or the fact that she would-- 
            



CHUCK TODD: 
Okay, but what's the case for Donald Trump? 
I understand the case against Hillary Clinton. What's the case for Donald Trump? 
                        
SENATOR TOM COTTON: 
Donald Trump can ultimately make the case for himself. But Donald Trump, like most Americans, like 
most Republicans, believe in protecting America's core national interests. He believes as do I, as do most 
Americans, that we aren't yet doing enough to take the fight to the Islamic State. 
 
That the intervention in Libya was ill-considered and slapdash at the time. And we're living with the 
consequences of it now. That we have to get tougher when it comes to our intelligence and law 
enforcement practices to stop Islamic terrorism. On those matters, our party is largely united. And I say 
that we have the vast majority of Americans with us. 
                        
CHUCK TODD: 
You don't come across as an enthusiastic Trump supporter. Is that fair? 
                        
SENATOR TOM COTTON: 
Maybe I don't just demonstrate enthusiasm much in life, Chuck, especially in such dangerous times as 
these. 
                        
CHUCK TODD: 
No, I understand that. But it does seem as if you-- I mean, this is somebody who-- he is not running on a 
foreign policy that is anywhere close to what you would like to see. How do you square that into your 
support for him? 
                        
SENATOR TOM COTTON: 
Well, Chuck, I'm a Senator. And as a Senator, I play an important role in crafting foreign policy. And it's 
important to remember that whatever the presidential candidates of either party say, they will have to 
interact with the United States Congress, particularly the Senate, when it comes to crafting policy. 
 
There's been some talk in this campaign for instance about our troop presence in Japan and South 
Korea. That's not unprecedented. Jimmy Carter proposed when he was president withdrawing all of our 
troops from South Korea. He was stopped by the United States Congress. We play an important role. And 
I'm going to continue to play that role whoever is president. 
 
CHUCK TODD: 
And finally, Hillary Clinton testified for about three and a half hours, or was subject to an interview by the 
F.B.I. for about three and a half hours today. Given what happened with the Tarmac incident with former 
President Clinton, the attorney general, her deciding not to fully recuse herself but saying she'll accept 
whatever recommendation the prosecutors and the F.B.I. makes. Do you have confidence now in the 
outcome whatever it is regarding this investigation? 
                        
SENATOR TOM COTTON: 
Chuck, I have always had confidence in our front line F.B.I. personnel as well as the F.B.I. leadership. I 
think the events of the last week though do call into question Attorney General Lynch's judgment in taking 
a private meeting with Bill Clinton who is not only the spouse of a target of an F.B.I. investigation, but may 
himself be at the target of an F.B.I. investigation into the activities of the Clinton Foundation. 
 
I think it was very unwise of her to take the meeting, very unwise of him to seek the meeting. And since 
she has not fully recused herself from this decision, I think it raises questions about political interference 
in this investigation. 
                        
CHUCK TODD: 
All right, Senator Tom Cotton, I'm going to leave it there. Senator Cotton, thanks for coming on. 
                        



SENATOR TOM COTTON: 
Thanks, Chuck. You got it. 
 
 
  

CHUCK TODD:  

When we come back, the shifting battleground now for 2016. Guess which very big and famous swing 
state has moved into the Democratic column? And as we go to break on this Independence Day 
weekend, we're going to show you some of what we heard when we asked people this simple question, 
"What does independence mean to you?"  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

FEMALE VOICE:  

I may not have everything that I need, but just knowing that I can think and that I can use my own power 
to make a difference in my family, in my community, in my daughters lives, then yes: I am independent 
and I am free.  

(END TAPE)  

* * * COMMERCIAL BREAK * * *   

CHUCK TODD:  

Welcome back. Data Download time. We unveiled a brand new NBC News battleground maps this week. 
And there are some important changes. So let's dive right in. We're going to start with our Democratic-
leaning states. So what changed? First, the good news for Hillary Clinton, Florida and its 29 electoral 
votes has gone from toss-up to lean Democrat.  

Two of the last three polls out have shown Clinton with a double-digit lead in Florida, Florida, Florida. 
Also, New Jersey we have moved from a lean to a likely. So light blue to dark blue. The bad news though, 
Pennsylvania and Nevada, when we had it lean Democrats, they're now toss-ups. We'll have more on 
that in a minute.  

This map, by the way, put Hillary Clinton at 255 electoral votes, 15 short of the 270 she would need. So 
let's move to the Republican side. What does Trump's map look like right now? Well, we've moved 
Mississippi and Montana, they're now more solidly Republican in our column. But maybe the most 
important thing is Utah. We have moved it from likely to lean.  

It's perhaps the most important Republican state and reliable Republican state in the country, but 
Mormons have a big problem with Trump and it's no guarantee he will win there. With this map, Trump 
would have 190 electoral votes. He would need 80 to go find where he needs to go.  

So what does that mean for the toss-ups? We've got eight toss-up states in here, plus one electoral vote 
in both Maine and Nebraska. Those two states both award them by congressional district. New additions 
to this toss-up map, besides Maine's one vote is Pennsylvania and Nevada. Right now, Trump is showing 
strength in Reno.  

That's why we have moved Nevada from lean to toss-up. The polls are much closer there than many 
thought they would be. In total, this is 93 electoral votes that are up for grabs in our toss-up category. But 



as we told you, all Hillary Clinton needs is 15 electoral votes. What does that mean? One North Carolina 
would do it, one Pennsylvania would do it, one Ohio would do it.  

It's a little bit scary if you're Donald Trump right now. Because if she's only one state away and you 
essentially need to run the table on everything on this map. We'll see. When we come back, as the 
potential VP fields come into focus, my interview with one possible Clinton pick, Labor Secretary Thomas 
Perez.  

***COMMERCIAL BREAK***  

CHUCK TODD:  

Welcome back. The chatter around my next guest's chances of being Hillary Clinton's running mate has 
steadily grown in the last month or so. But we wouldn't hold it against you if you haven't heard much 
about Tom Perez yet. He's the current Secretary of Labor, and he grew up in Buffalo, New York.  

He helped run the Civil Rights Division at the Department of Justice before being tapped to serve in 
President Obama's cabinet in 20-13. Out on the campaign trail for Secretary Clinton, he has aggressively 
pushed back against Donald Trump, even as he's been coy about whether he's being vetted or not.  

But we're told that Secretary Clinton has really taken a liking to him on the campaign trail. Well, he joined 
me on Friday in his personal capacity as a Clinton supporter, where he's been working to convince 
skeptical progressives of Clinton on issues like trade.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

Let me start with trade and specifically T.P.P. Donald Trump earlier this week railing against it, and then 
added this:  "We have to withdraw, okay? We have to. And we should seek a guarantee from Hillary 
Clinton that she won't sign it." Now by the way, he’s got the same position on T.P.P. as Bernie Sanders, 
who wants it in the platform. Opposition to T.P.P. Should Secretary Clinton oppose this and guarantee 
she will oppose it throughout her four years?  

TOM PEREZ:  

Secretary Clinton has been very clear that she opposes T.P.P. And Secretary Clinton has been very clear 
that she has a real plan to bring jobs back to America. She has a real plan on trade, which starts with 
making sure that we're tough on trade. So if China is-- dumping steel or dumping aluminum, she's called 
for a trade prosecutor reporting directly to her.  

She also has a plan to bring manufacturing jobs and expand them here in America by investing in 
workers. Donald Trump is a fraud. He is an out-- he's the Outsourcer-in-Chief, Chuck. And listening to him 
talk about how he's going to put America first again, he's spent his entire career putting his own profits 
first.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Well, he's not the only one against this. Mr. Secretary, Bernie Sanders--  

TOM PEREZ:  



I understand that.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Bernie Sanders is just as vehement against this. And in fact, his people are fighting to get opposition in 
the Democratic platform. So what do you say to Bernie Sanders?  

TOM PEREZ:  

Well, again, this election is between Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump. And Donald Trump is telling the 
American people that he's going to put America first on trade. Donald Trump has said that wages are too 
high in America. Donald Trump has said that a low minimum wage is a good thing for America. Donald 
Trump makes his suits in Mexico when I've been to a plant in Ohio that uses union labor to make their 
suits.  

Donald Trump has said repeatedly that, "Oh, I'm going to make America first." But when you look at the 
reality of what he has done, he has fought collective bargaining in Las Vegas. The people on the Strip 
who organize the Trump Hotel, they did it over his dead body. He doesn't believe in the prevailing wage. 
This notion that he's somehow going to be a champion for workers flies in the face of his record. Because 
he hasn't put America first, he's put his own profits first. It's all about him.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Let me ask you though specifically about T.P.P. Labor Secretary Perez said this about T.P.P. In your 
capacity as Labor Secretary, you campaign-- you championed it and one op-ed that we found in 
the Boulder Daily Camera, you called it "critical to our 21st-century competitiveness."  

TOM PEREZ:  

Uh-huh.  

CHUCK TODD:  

That was over a year ago. Do you still believe in that version of the T.P.P.?  

TOM PEREZ:  

Sure. This is what the president tasked me with doing, Chuck, and I was proud to do it. Which is we want 
to go to school on the mistakes and the lessons of past trade agreements. We want to build a trade 
regime that again, the North Star is the American worker, protecting the American worker.  

And so we want to make sure that when we negotiate with Mexico and Vietnam and others that we have 
the strongest protections for workers that we've ever had. And that's what we've set out to do, and that's 
what I believe we have done. The President and Secretary Clinton have a disagreement on whether 
T.P.P. has gone that far. You know, this is not the first time in the history of the Democratic Party that 
there have been differences of opinion.  

Where they are totally in lockstep is their belief that we have to put the American worker first. And we 
have to go to school on the lessons of history. And that's exactly what we're doing in the work that we've 
been doing on trade.  

CHUCK TODD:  



Look, I know you've been very hesitant about answering any V.P. questions and the vetting questions. 
But let me ask this, since it's clear your name is somewhere in the mix. Tell me how you would describe 
your foreign policy philosophy.  

TOM PEREZ:  

Well, I haven't run a Ms. Universe pageant, and I don't own any golf courses in Scotland, Chuck, so I 
don't have what Donald Trump has, and I'm very sorry about that. But, you know, it's all about judgment. 
And Donald Trump is such a volatile individual. And what I have seen working with Secretary Clinton is 
that she is a steady hand.  

We are in the midst of a very challenging set of circumstances around the world. And you need someone 
with a steady hand. And Secretary Clinton, with her experience, with her steady hand, and with her sound 
judgment. Judgment is what it's all about. And I think she has exercised sound judgment throughout.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Let me ask you this. What do you believe is the biggest threat that faces the next administration 
internationally?  

TOM PEREZ:  

Well, again, we're continuing to confront the threat of foreign terrorism, ISIL and others, we continue to 
see nations that are having, you know, dramatic challenges. And a lot of the same questions are being 
asked around the world. Whether it's in Europe, where you have so many people in the far right who are 
gaining traction, whether it's Le Pen in France or otherwise elsewhere, Austria most recently as well.  

And so I think it's a critically important moment for American leadership. And when I think about Donald 
Trump, the Trump train wreck is not simply a train wreck on trade or on the minimum wage or on 
immigration, it's a train wreck for American values. And the one of the many reasons, Chuck, that I am so 
excited to support Secretary Clinton is because she understands that when you attack Muslims, when 
you attack immigrants, you're attacking the core of American values.  

And I think around the world, the rest of the world is looking to America for leadership. Looking for us to 
summon those values of inclusion and opportunity and optimism. I don't understand for the life of me why 
Donald Trump is always saying, "America's in decline." When Ronald Reagan was President, he was 
taking out full-page ads saying "America is a laughing stock."  

I look around the world and when I travel internationally in my job, everybody's looking to America for 
guidance. Everybody says to me, "We admire you as the face of the earth in terms of the values that we 
should be upholding." I think America is a remarkable leader. And with Secretary Clinton moving forward, 
the challenges of terrorism, the challenges of global inequality; we've got to make sure that our economy 
at home and our economy around the world works for everybody and not just for a few.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

There's a fuller interview that I did with Tom Perez. You can find that on our website, 
MeetThePressNBC.com, including his Buffalo roots. Coming up, many of you believe our politics are 
broken. So is it time to actually bring back the smoke-filled room? We'll get into that as well as the veep 
stakes. But first, here's more of what independence means to some of you.  



MOS INTERVIEW:  

To be able to exercise your rights of being able to vote, to be able to speak, to be able to exercise if you 
have a religion, but without imposing that religious view on anyone else.   

***COMMERCIAL BREAK***  

CHUCK TODD:  

Welcome back. We want to take a moment to remember the life of the man President Obama called the 
"conscience of the world." Holocaust survivor and Nobel Peace Prize winner Elie Wiesel. He died 
yesterday at the age of 87. Wiesel was a teenager when he and his family were sent to Auschwitz in 
1944. He survived the horror of Hitler's concentration camps, and he chronicled in his most famous 
book, Night.  

But his life's work was just beginning. Wiesel would spend the next seven decades ensuring that the 
words "never again" would be “more than a slogan”, as he once wrote. He spoke out against hate and 
injustice wherever he saw it, from Yugoslavia to Darfur. In 1986, Wiesel accepted the Nobel Peace Prize 
with a call to action to never stay silent in the face of oppression.  

(BEGOM TAPE)  

ELIE WIESEL:  

We must take sides. For neutrality helps the oppressor, never the victim. Silence encourages the 
tormentor, never the tormented. Sometimes we must interfere.  

(END TAPE)  

***COMMERCIAL BREAK***  

CHUCK TODD:  

Welcome back. The past four decades, I've seen some remarkable changes in our politics, strong political 
parties, pork-barrel spending, party insiders, and smoke-filled rooms have largely been replaced by direct 
primaries, restrictions in party fundraising. The death of the seniority system and maverick candidates 
accountable to no one.  

Well, the changes all sound good, but my next guest says the effort to create a more transparent 
democracy has in fact created chaos and given us the politics we see today. Jonathan Rauch is the 
author of the cover story in this month's Atlantic. It's a provocative piece called How American Politics 
Went Insane. And he joins us now. Mr. Rausch, good to see you, sir.  

JONATHAN RAUCH:  

It's great to be here, Chuck, thank you.  

CHUCK TODD:  

It's probably the best summation of trying to explain how did we get here, right? It's the number-one 
question all of us get, which is how did we end up with Trump and Clinton, and how did we end up with 
this politics? And I want to start with one excerpt here and have you explain it. You write this, "Trump, 



Sanders, and Ted Cruz have in common that they are political sociopaths -- meaning not that they are 
crazy, but that they don't care what other politicians think about their behavior and they don't need to 
care." Explain what you meant by this.  

JONATHAN RAUCH:  

Chuck, politics is inherently a team sport. You've got to have leaders who can get followers to follow, and 
coordinate thousands of interest groups and activists and other politicians and that takes people who can 
build personal networks, who can have private conversations, who can have strong party structures.  

That requires seniority systems on Capitol Hill so that loyalists are paid off. It requires money. You've got 
to be able to say, "You know, Chuck, you've been a loyal supporter. I'm going to route money to your 
campaign." By stripping away those tools from leaders, we've created a crisis of followership."  

CHUCK TODD:  

You know, it's interesting, in your piece, as you also write this, "Our most pressing political problem today 
is that the country abandoned the establishment, not the other way around." Obviously we've been 
hearing that word, whatever it meant, the "establishment." "I'm running against the establishment." "We 
don't like the establishment." And you're contending, no, the problem is the establishment's not working.  

JONATHAN RAUCH:  

Yeah, it's been effectively shattered. Obviously there are still people who look like more mainstream than 
other people. But the tools that an establishment needs to use in order to be able to organize politics 
include things like being able, for example, suppose I need you to vote with me on a debt limit bill or to 
keep the government open? That's a tough vote for you. I need to give you some protection in your 
primary race. If I can't do that, you won't help me. That's a leader without followers. That's John Boehner, 
and that's the mess we're in.  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

And hasn't it also meant that you now have the potential of vice presidential candidates, who are not 
vetted in the traditional way, where you've seen that before. In a smoke-filled room, people would have 
known what was going on in John Edwards’ life and would have communicated that.  

It just seems that there have been choices going all the way back, you could argue to Dan Quayle, where 
people really were hurried up and, Sarah Palin, and put on a ticket. And we’re at an important inflection 
point now where candidates are going to be chosen for vice president by these front runners, and you 
have to know a lot more about them.  

JONATHAN RAUCH:  

Andrea, we have, without meaning to, with best of intentions, we've moved down a road where we now 
reward renegade political behavior and punish loyalists who play by the rules. And that is a dangerous 
place to be.  

KASIE HUNT:  

You talk in this story about the kind of machines of old, Tammany Hall and how they actually ended up 
representing the little guy, they were not necessarily elitist. Do you think the establishment has made any 
mistakes, the Republican party, for example, did they forget about those masses of people who they 
actually need to send them here?  



JONATHAN RAUCH:  

You know, of course the establishment's made huge mistakes. Everyone's made huge mistakes. But a lot 
of what happened is that the establishment lost the party, specifically, lost a lot of the power that they 
used to have to be able to aggregate those people, bring them together, and say, "Okay, now who's going 
to talk to the working class? Who's on that beat? Who's dealing with that?"  

Find candidates who will mobilize those votes. When you turn it over to a primary process, you're turning 
it over effectively to special interests and the activists who have time to organize. And you're taking it 
away from these people who are kind of the unspoken for.  

KATY TUR:  

And how did the establishment lose the perception game? How did they lose with voters who said that 
they don't feel like they were represented by them, how do they get that message taken away from them 
and co-opted? Was it part of the whole political system that the media is lying to you? Part of the system 
that those in power are trying to benefit themselves? Was it something that they created and then lost 
control of?  

JONATHAN RAUCH:  

It's a bunch of things. Part of it, of course, is the so-called establishment made mistakes. I prefer to think 
about insiders and parties over establishment. Because a lot of what happened there is we spent the last 
40 or 50 years passing laws and policies that have systematically stripped away all of the tools and 
devices that those people used in order to do their jobs.  

And then we look up and discover they can't do their jobs. All they are are talking heads. Everyone says, 
"Why didn't they intervene to stop Trump?" There's nothing they could do. They had no tools. They used 
to be able to channel money. They were able to work quietly behind closed doors to get things done. In 
Congress, and especially in the primary process, we've taken away a lot of what they needed.  

CHUCK TODD:  

535 elected pundits, as I like to call it.  

JONATHAN RAUCH:  

Yeah, exactly.  

KELLY O'DONNELL:  

These tools have been demonized in many ways, things like earmarks and so forth. And when I talk to 
voters, they think the elements that you talked about, of how you build coalitions, and how you build 
loyalty over time, they don't trust that. They don't accept that those sorts of inner workings, that they might 
happen in their own workplace, apply to government. How do you change their minds?  

JONATHAN RAUCH:  

Well, you can try to start by writing an article. But Kelly, it is such an uphill battle. The article talks about 
the mechanical things that you can do to begin fixing this problem. And they're not all that difficult. A lot of 
them are simple changes in law or just congressional rules, like earmarks. The hard part is persuading 
the public that we have gone too far down the road of demonizing our political parties and machines and 
professionals. And that until we start rebuilding them, we're just going to have more and more chaos.  



KELLY O'DONNELL:  

And rewarding compromise.  

JONATHAN RAUCH:  

Yeah, and rewarding compromise, rewarding team play.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Well, here's what I hope. I hope at least every elected official reads this. I think many Americans need to 
read it, but it's an important piece, it may become a seminal piece for all we know. Jonathan Rauch, 
congratulations. Thanks for coming on.  

JONATHAN RAUCH:  

Thank you, Chuck.  

CHUCK TODD:  

You got it. When we come back in 45 seconds, we'll have some endgame time, and could we learn this 
week the name of Donald Trump's running mate?  

***COMMERCIAL BREAK***  

CHUCK TODD:  

All right. Let's delve into veep stakes. We're two weeks from the convention. At some point in the next two 
weeks, we're going to learn Donald Trump's vice presidential running mate. We think the frontrunners are 
Chris Christie, Newt Gingrich, and Mike Pence, the Indiana governor. Kelly O'Donnell, where do we stand 
here with Trump--  

KELLY O'DONNELL:  

Well, I think one of the important things to know is that in order to pick that running mate, they have to 
complete the vetting process. And that is not done. The questionnaires that have been going out in a 
rolling fashion, in both parties frankly, there are those on the list who have not completed that work yet.  

And until it's in, they can't do it. Why is that so important for Donald Trump? Because the person he chose 
to do his vetting is A.B. Culvahouse, a well-known D.C. lawyer who also vetted Sarah Palin. And the 
question is, he wants to be certain that there is a thorough vetting. And so the questionnaires, which are 
more than a hundred questions, all kinds of things about finances--  

CHUCK TODD: 
Very basic  

KELLY O’DONNELL 
--medical, everything you've done, your social-media habits, all of that, asking these potential picks to go 
through that, that's not done yet. So the pick will need a little more time.  

CHUCK TODD:  



Katy, what are you hearing here?  

KATY TUR:  

So we all were saying Pence, Christie, and Gingrich could be the frontrunners for Trump. But I have 
sources close to the candidate and the campaign who say that be careful for a head-fake. I mean, these 
are three people who think on their own, they have their own opinions, they would be a real partner as a 
number two. And my sources say Donald Trump wants his own Ed McMahon. He wants someone who's 
going to you "yes man" him, "yes, Donald Trump" him, as opposed to somebody like Newt who's going to 
go out and potential criticize him on certain issues.  

CHUCK TODD:  

So what you’re saying it’s Christie?  

KATY TUR:  

No, Christie--while he’s been the consummate "yes man," no one believes that he's going to be able to 
stay that way. They believe he's playing a role right now. They keep pointing, and I know we say this, and 
we don't necessarily believe it, to Scott Brown.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Interesting. I just don't know. Pro-choice running mate in that convention, I want to move to--  

KATY TUR:  

They're looking at personality-wise more than anything else.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Yeah, I want to go to the Democrats here a little bit. Tom Perez has been working his way up the list. 
Does he have enough foreign-policy experience? Does Clinton care about that?  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

Clinton doesn't need to care about the foreign-policy experience. But she needs to follow through on her 
commitment, someone ready to step in. And so that would be a big test. I still think Tim Kaine checks all 
those boxes. He's going to have to explain the gift practices that he followed that were perfectly legal. He 
even was excessive in the way he computed the values of things. But given the Bob McDonald thing, it is 
true, it was an eight to nothing invalidation of that prosecution. But given all of the other issues, I still think 
that somebody could come out of the inside of that is Tom Vilsack--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Tom Vilsack, yeah, we've added him to our list here. He's somebody that's been vetted before, John 
Kerry vetted him in '04.  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

And he was--  



CHUCK TODD:  

He could speak to rural America, which is something she can't these days.  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

And in '08, he and his wife were major players in Iowa for Hillary Clinton--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Their connection is with her, not Bill. It is a Hillary Clinton long-term--  

KELLY O’DONNELL:  

And that's powerful.  

CHUCK TODD:  

What are you hearing on the Democratic side here?  

KASIE HUNT:  

I think that that really matters a lot. And I do think one thing the Clinton campaign is grappling with, in 
addition to this, is Elizabeth Warren, and what is the best--  

CHUCK TODD:  

What do you do with it?  

KASIE HUNT:  

--way to deal with her on the campaign trail? I don't get the sense that they feel like she needs to be the 
vice presidential pick, and clearly Hillary Clinton and Warren are working towards more of a personal 
relationship. But my sense is that the idea that Hillary Clinton would have somebody in the neighboring 
office who was potentially so interested in taking the Oval Office job might be a little bit uncomfortable.  

KELLY O’DONNELL:  

And with Hillary Clinton, she is also looking past the election to governing. And one thing that you really 
have to calculate with her is she was a senator, she is married to a president. She understands the 
relationship of Congress to a president. And I am told by so many Senate Democrats that she has options 
other than those that would remove a Democratic senator.  

CHUCK TODD:  

And that matters.  

KELLY O’DONNELL:  

It matters.  



CHUCK TODD:  

She wants a Democratic Senate. That hurts Sherrod Brown.  

KELLY O’DONNELL:  

And in the first 100 days. It hurts Sherrod Brown, Warren, Booker.  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

I think that takes Sherrod Brown out of it, frankly, because she's getting a lot of pressure. She needs a 
Democratic Senate.  

CHUCK TODD:  

If there were a Democratic governor, I think Sherrod Brown would be the pick.  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

She needs compatibility. She has seen the sibling rivalry in the White House several times and she does 
not want to have that.  

CHUCK TODD:  

All right. I'm going to pause it there. We're going to have a little, we have something a little bit interesting 
that we're allowing folks to do. If this election has you feeling that you need to get something off your 
chest, well, we've got a way to do that. We're trying to provide you a way to do it and we want you to do it 
secretly.  

It's called ElectionConfessions.com. People have been submitting notes like this one:  "After months of 
being vocal for Bernie, I forgot to vote in my primary." Well, we at NBC News gathered video confessions 
in Los Angeles last weekend at an event called Politicon. Think Comicon for political nerds. Take a look.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

FEMALE VOICE:  

My election confession is I lied to my family about who I vote for. I lie to my husband, I lie to my kids.  

MALE VOICE:  

My election confession is that I've only ever voted for myself. I enter my name on every single line of the 
ballot. I feel that if everyone just promises to be real chill, we don't really need a president.  

FEMALE VOICE:  

I'm ashamed of myself for having lived in this country for 24 years and I've never voted once, because I'm 
too lazy to get my citizenship.  

MALE VOICE:  



I'm a lifelong Democrat, but sometimes I get the appeal of Donald Trump. Please God, help me.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

You too can do this. Find out how to confess.  

KELLY O’DONNELL:  

It's cathartic.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Exactly. And ElectionConfessions.com--  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

That's the way we could go around and cover these rallies.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Yeah, that's right.  

KATY TUR:  

We can all do it after November.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Yeah, that's right, that's right. You can see the full video on the Meet the Press Facebook page. Oh, and 
the confessions booth will be up and running at both conventions. My whole confession is I never told my 
daughter anything about what I think about politics, because she'll tell everybody at school.   

That's all for today. We want to wish you a very happy Fourth of July, be safe out there. And as we go, 
here's the United States Marine Band performing John Philip Sousa's Stars and Stripes Forever on the 
steps of the Capitol. We're back next week because if it's Sunday, it's Meet the Press.  

* * *END OF TRANSCRIPT* * *  

MTP: HOMELAND SECURITY SEC. 
JOHNSON: “LET’S ALL DIAL BACK THE 
OVERHEATED POLITICAL RHETORIC” 

NYPD Commissioner Bill Bratton on denying Trump request to address a roll call: “We don’t 
allow the department to be politicized” Former Philadelphia Police Commissioner Charles 
Ramsey: “I don’t think [conventions] are going to go without some incident taking place” 



Tenn. Sen. Bob Corker: “Millennials in our country today probably are more embracing of 
diversity than any generation we've had” 

JULY 10, 2016 -- On a special edition of “Meet the Press with Chuck Todd” this morning,Homeland 
Security Sec. Jeh Johnson responded to former New York City Mayor Rudy Giuliani’s comments that 
Black Lives Matter makes “it seem like all police are against blacks,” telling Todd: “Let's all dial back the 
overheated political rhetoric.”  

Sec. Johnson also told Todd that, “yes,” he has had the talk with his son that many African-American 
fathers say they have; New York City Police Commissioner Bill Bratton added, “I've had conversations 
with my son, who's now 45, as a police officer, about the importance of compliance.”   

Bratton also addressed his department turning down a request from Republican presumptive nominee 
Donald Trump’s security personnel for Trump to address a roll call: “We turned down that request...We 
don’t allow the department to be used, if you will, as a backdrop to those types of campaigns.” Watch the 
interview with both Bratton and Sec. Johnson: http://nbcnews.to/29sXfA1.   

“We're in a very, very critical point in the history of this country,” Charles Ramsey, former commissioner 
of the Philadelphia Police Department, told Todd. “You've got two conventions coming up that are going 
to be very, very challenging to handle. And I don't think they are going to go without some incident taking 
place.”  

For the first time in nearly two years, a Republican senator and Democratic senator appeared on the 
network broadcast together. This morning, Sen. Cory Booker (D-N.J.) and Sen. Bob Corker (R-Tenn.) -
- both former mayors -- discussed the deadly shooting in Dallas.   

Sen. Booker called on the nation to do more to support police officers, adding: “There's few groups as I've 
ever seen in America that show the daily courage, especially urban police officers, where there's a lot of 
gun violence.”   

“Millennials in our country today probably are more embracing of diversity than any generation we've 
had,” argued Sen. Corker. “It's my hope, again, after this tremendous crisis that's occurred, this tragedy, 
that our country will focus more on unity and not division. And I hope both campaigns will take advantage 
of that.” Watch the full interview with both senators:http://nbcnews.to/29sX2g8.   

Also joining this morning’s show for insight and analysis were Michael Gerson and Eugene Robinson of 
The Washington Post, Republican strategist Mary Matalin and Georgetown University professor Michael 
Eric Dyson.   

# # #   
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 The onscreen “Meet the Press” credit must be clearly visible and unobstructed at all times in any 

image, video clip, or other form of media. 
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Other videos from this morning’s network broadcast include:   

http://nbcnews.to/29sXfA1
http://nbcnews.to/29sX2g8


 Full Interview: Sec. Jeh Johnson & NYPD Commissioner Bill Brattonhttp://nbcnews.to/29sXfA1 
 Full Interview: Sen. Cory Booker (D-N.J.) and Sen. Bob Corker (R-

Tenn.)http://nbcnews.to/29sX2g8 
 Bratton Responds to Trump: NYPD Won’t Be ‘Politicized’ http://nbcnews.to/29z0Dho 
 Bratton: ‘Every Life Matters to American Police’ http://nbcnews.to/29pN8kt 
 Sen. Corker: Trump Campaign Will Make ‘Sincere Effort’ to Unify 

Nationhttp://nbcnews.to/29wOZlQ 
 Sen. Booker: Police Departments ‘Significantly Under-Resourced’http://nbcnews.to/29Gdmwz 
 Ramsey: U.S. Has ‘Too Many Police Departments’ http://nbcnews.to/29z4o6o 
 Panel: Dyson on Shootings: 'Extraordinary Assault on Black Life" http://nbcnews.to/29r1zkl 
 #comPRESSed: Watch the Show in Less Than Two Minutes http://nbcnews.to/29wRqos 

(BEGIN TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

This Sunday, a nation divided.  

DIAMOND REYNOLDS:  

Oh, my God, please don't tell me he's dead.  

CHUCK TODD:  

A week that began with the shooting of two African-American men by police officers.  

DIAMOND REYNOLDS:  

I wanted everybody in the world to see what the police do.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Ends this way, with the killing of five police officers at a Black Lives Matter rally in Dallas.  

DALLAS POLICE CHIEF DAVID BROWN:  

The suspect stated he wanted to kill white people, especially white officers.  

CHUCK TODD:  

And sparks protests across the country.   

PROTESTORS: 
Black lives matter! Black lives matter!  

CHUCK TODD:  

From policing to politics, the country seems increasingly divided. This Sunday morning, I'll talk to the 
Head of Homeland Security, two top cops trying to change the way police do their job and two top 
senators, a Republican and a Democrat, each a former mayor.  

http://nbcnews.to/29sXfA1
http://nbcnews.to/29sX2g8
http://nbcnews.to/29z0Dho
http://nbcnews.to/29pN8kt
http://nbcnews.to/29wOZlQ
http://nbcnews.to/29Gdmwz
http://nbcnews.to/29z4o6o
http://nbcnews.to/29r1zkl
http://nbcnews.to/29wRqos


Plus, a week of violence and the Presidential campaign. How can either of our divisive candidates heal 
this divided nation? And joining me for insight and analysis are Eugene Robinson, columnist for 
the Washington Post. Michael Eric Dyson of Georgetown University and an MSNBC contributor. Longtime 
Republican Strategist, Mary Matalin. And Washington Post columnist, Michael Gerson. Welcome to 
Sunday and a special edition of Meet the Press.  

ANNOUNCER:  

From NBC News in Washington, this is Meet the Press with Chuck Todd.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

Good Sunday morning. It's too early to start making comparisons to 1968, but surely we have just lived 
through one of those tumultuous weeks that will stand out in recent history. Headlines in the country's 
newspapers tell the story of a nation divided and at times, it feels as if we're at war with itself.  

The shooting of two African-American men by police officers and the subsequent attack on police in 
Dallas sparked protests in cities across the country this weekend, most of them peaceful. But there were 
some tense confrontations. Last night in Saint Paul, Minnesota, protesters clashed with police, injuring 
two of them as marchers pushed past state troopers and ended up closing a freeway.   

These exposed --all of it has exposed racial divisions in the U.S. And it comes at a time of growing 
political polarization overall, with Americans becoming more tribal, separated by region, by income, by 
culture and, of course, by race. And all of this, amid a campaign season featuring two candidates, who 
themselves are divisive and who may be uniquely unsuited to heal the country's wounds.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

The images are burned into the consciousness of a nation already deeply polarized about race and 
policing.   

Alton Sterling, killed by police officers while selling CDs outside a Baton Rouge convenience store. 
Philando Castile shot dead in his car by a police officer in Minnesota.  

The aftermath, broadcast live to Facebook by his fiancée, her four-year-old daughter in the backseat. 12 
police officers shot and five killed at a peaceful protest in Dallas, some shot in the back.  

DALLAS POLICE CHIEF DAVID BROWN:  

All I know is that this must stop, this divisiveness between our police and our citizens.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Not since the summers of the '60s and violence in Watts, Detroit, and Chicago has the nation felt so 
hopelessly divided. Searching for leadership and cynical about the answers its leaders can provide.  

PRES. BARACK OBAMA:  



As painful as this week has been, I firmly believe that America is not as divided as some have 
suggested.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Almost eight years after Barack Obama's election as the nation's first black President, more than four in 
ten African-Americans are doubtful that the country will ever achieve racial equality. While some political 
leaders call for unity.  

REP. JOHN LEWIS:  

We must learn to live together as brothers and sisters. If not, we will perish as fools.  

CHUCK TODD:  

The blame game is also beginning.  

LT. GOV DAN PATRICK::  

Of all those protesters last night, they ran the other way, expecting the men and women in blue to turn 
around and protect them. What hypocrites.  

CHUCK TODD:  

And at a time of widening political divisions, instead of presenting solutions to the national hopelessness, 
the Presidential campaign is intensifying it. The 2016 nominees both cancelled political events on Friday, 
struck quieter tones and called for change.  

SEC. HILLARY CLINTON:  

We know there is something wrong with our country. There is too much violence, too much hate, too 
much senseless killing.  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Our children deserve a better future than what we're making them live through today.  

CHUCK TODD:  

But can either of these candidates, among the least popular, least trusted and most divisive in history, 
somehow become the President that heals a nation desperately searching for unity?  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

Joining me now from New York City, Homeland Security Chief Jeh Johnson and New York City Police 
Commissioner Bill Bratton. Gentlemen, welcome back to Meet the Press to both of you.  

SEC. JEH JOHNSON:  



Thanks for having us, Chuck, good to be here.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Secretary Johnson, let me start with you. And I want to start with a very broad question and that is the 
concern that many Americans have about just the state of race relations in this country. I want to put up 
some survey data. Essentially, starting in March of '14, 17 percent said there was a great deal of worry 
about race relations. Two years later in March of '16, the number has doubled. There's definitely, you can 
see, a Ferguson effect starting from there on this concern about race relations. Secretary Johnson, how 
concerned are you?  

SEC. JEH JOHNSON:  

Well, I am concerned, Chuck. And I think at a time like this when tensions are high, in the wake of events 
in Dallas and Baton Rouge and Minnesota and elsewhere, it's important to remember that just as the 
shooter on Thursday night is not reflective of the broader movement to bring about change in police 
practices, that any police officer who engages in excessive force is not representative of the larger law 
enforcement community, which with increasing frequency, reflects the community at large.  

And it's important to emphasize at a time like this, and this is why we're together this morning, that 
violence never solves anything. An eye for an eye leaves everybody blind and at this point, we need to 
stand with our law enforcement community, with our peace officers because they are there to serve and 
protect the community.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Commissioner Bratton, let me ask you to tackle this another way. A lot of blame game going around 
about Dallas. We had a Milwaukee County Sheriff, David Clarke said while the President didn't cause this 
he believes he fueled the anger that was behind the shooting. And then, I want to play the this comment 
from the Executive Director of the National Association of Police Organizations, here it is, Commissioner.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

WILLIAM JOHNSON:  

It's a war on cops and the Obama Administration is the Neville Chamberlain of this war.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

Commission Bratton, what do you say to that?  

BILL BRATTON:  

Well, the two individuals you just referenced have been very outspoken with this opinions on this issue, 
that as I look at it policing has always had issues of concern relative to officer safety.  It's something that 
we spend a lot of time on, attempting to equip them, attempting to train them.  

And also, attempting to develop collaboration with the community. Policing in America, policing in a 
democracy is a shared responsibility, where we have to see each other, hear each other and learn from 
each other. And moving forward, as we’ve attempted to do here in New York these last several years 



since the murder of our two officers back in December of 2014, is to try and increase that dialogue to 
bridge the gap, to close the gap. So everybody's opinion, everybody's voice needs to be heard. But 
having done that and doing that, we then need to try to find common ground.  

                                                                       .  

CHUCK TODD:  

Right.  

BILL BRATTON:  

And the Secretary and I are committed at the national level and certainly here in America's largest city, 
trying to find common ground so we can all get onto the same set of issues and same understandings 
and move forward.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Let me ask you this, do you agree, Secretary Johnson, with what Governor Dayton in Minnesota that if 
Philando Castile had been white, he'd be alive today?  

SEC. JEH JOHNSON:  

I'm not in a position to comment on that. That matter is under investigation. Very often situations like this 
are pretty complicated. And so, I want to resist labels like that that may be premature. I think we ought to 
let the investigation play itself out. There ought to be something that's, that’s fairly swift, transparent. And 
if necessary, accountability.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Commissioner Bratton, I want to play something for you that former mayor Rudy Giuliani said about the 
Black Lives Matter movement and get your reaction on the other side, here it is.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

RUDY GIULIANI:  

I think the reason that there’s a target on police officers’ backs is because of groups like Black Lives 
Matter that make it seem like all police are against blacks — they're not. They're the ones saving black 
lives. Black Lives Matter is not saving any black lives. It's the police officers who are doing it.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

I want you both to tackle this question. Rudy Giuliani is a well respected voice on the right, Black Lives 
Matter has become an important voice to many African Americans in this country, and is there any way of 
bridging that divide and that view? Obviously, Mayor Giuliani has a hardened view about this. 
Commissioner Bratton, you first and then Secretary Johnson.  

BILL BRATTON:  



Well, the reality of the Black Lives Matter movement is it is significantly focused, primarily focused on 
police and their efforts to portray police and the police profession in a very negative way, which is 
unfortunate. There are no denying within the police profession, 800,000 of us, that we have racists, we 
have brutal people, we have criminals, cops who shouldn't be here. But they do not represent the vast 
majority of American police, who every day, as exhibited in Dallas the other evening, put their lives on the 
line for blacks, for whites, for everybody. So in turn, some of the comments made by the mayor are 
appropriate in the sense of the intent and goal of Black Lives Matter; every life matters to American police 
and the issue of racial issues in this country. It's historic. It's the wound that has not yet healed. And 
hopefully, through all these challenges we're now facing, we will find ways to not only heal, but move 
forward.  

SEC. JEH JOHNSON:  

Chuck, I know Rudy Giuliani well, he hired me as a federal prosecutor in 1988. I think it's time that we dial 
back the overheated rhetoric and we come together, which is why Commissioner Bratton and I are here 
this morning. We come together to mourn the loss of these police officers in Dallas, these brave heroes, 
to heal, to build bridges. And let's all dial back the overheated political rhetoric.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Yeah.  

SEC. JEH JOHNSON:  

And work on building and rebuilding our community and public safety.  

CHUCK TODD:   

And Commissioner Bratton, can you clear up this Donald Trump situation from Friday? He asked you to 
address the roll call. What was the actual request?  

BILL BRATTON:  

Very specifically, one of his security personnel -- former NYPD personnel -- reached out to our 
department about the potential for Mr. Trump to address a roll call. We turned down that request. We 
don’t allow the department to be politicized, and inasmuch as he is engaged in a political campaign, that 
would be a politicizing of the department. I had a conversation with Mr. Trump as well as with Mrs. Clinton 
later in the day that day at their request -- both of them called me to discuss New York specifically as well 
as the Dallas situation. Very productive conversations, but it’s been overplayed in some respects in the 
media. We don’t allow the department to be used, if you will, as a backdrop to those types of campaigns.   

CHUCK TODD:  

Secretary Johnson, before I let you go, I know you have a son, have you ever had the talk that many 
African-American fathers say they have to have with their sons?  

SEC. JEH JOHNSON:  

Yes, and I think I'll leave it there. Yes.  

CHUCK TODD:  



Fair enough.  

BILL BRATTON:  

I don't have to leave it there. I've had conversations with my son, who's now 45, as a police officer, about 
the importance of compliance. A wonderful article today in New York Post by Yuseff Hamm who was the 
head of my Guardians Association, my black officers association, about the difficulty of being a black 
officer and a black father. And about the idea of compliance. Whether white or black, when a police officer 
confronts you, compliance is the best way to deal with that situation. The shared responsibility, the officer 
enforcing the law, the citizen responding to the officer in appropriate fashion.  

CHUCK TODD:  

All right, Commissioner Bratton, Secretary Johnson, I'll leave it there. Tough week, thanks for coming on.  

SEC. JEH JOHNSON:  

Thanks, Chuck.  

BILL BRATTON:  

Thank you.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Well, in 2014, in the wake of Ferguson and the killing of Michael Brown, President Obama created a task 
force in community policing with the goal of improving how police interact with their communities. The co-
chair of that task force is former Philadelphia Police Commissioner, Charles Ramsey, who joins me now. 
Chief Ramsey, welcome back to Meet the Press.  

CHARLES RAMSEY:  

Thank you.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Let me start with the task force you are heading up. In the wake of what we saw in Baton Rouge and in 
St. Paul, a lot of people are wondering, "Have we made any progress?" Is this a case of two steps 
forward, one step back, or two steps back and no steps forward?  

CHARLES RAMSEY:  

Well, I mean, it just seems like sometimes it is two steps forward and one back, but we have to continue 
to move forward. Has there been progress? Yeah, absolutely. I think the report is a good road map for the 
future. But we cannot expect that there won't be some stumbling blocks along the way. We're going to 
have issues that are going to arise, but we have to keep pushing forward if we really want to see the kind 
of change that we need to bring these two sides together.  

CHUCK TODD:  

You know, statistically, the Washington Post did a big expose on sort of where we are this year when it 
comes to police and interactions and deaths caused by police officers and deaths of police officers. 



Essentially, more people have been shot and killed by police this year so far than last year at this same 
point in time and more police officers have been killed in the line of duty this year than last year at this 
point in time. So this feels a bit overwhelming I think to people.  

CHARLES RAMSEY:  

Well, yeah, but I think you have to keep everything in context. We do have some rising crime rates. And 
let's face it, we have on average about 13,000 murders in the United States every year. These are not 
shootings by police; these are people killing people.  

There's a disproportionate amount of it going on in many of our more challenged communities. Who do 
you think goes after the people responsible for these crimes? It's the cops. And we encounter a lot of very 
dangerous people out there on the street. So we can look at numbers in a variety of ways, but I think we 
need to keep it in context that police officers have a very challenging and often dangerous job. Now that's 
not to say that we should not be mindful of the fact that we have some officers that use excessive force, 
that shoot people when it's not totally justified. We've got to really address that hold them accountable. 
But it is not a reflection of the department and policing at large.  

CHUCK TODD:  

You know, Director Comey, James Comey of the F.B.I., who obviously was in the news for other reasons 
earlier this week, he has said a couple of times that he is concerned that there has been an impact on 
police officers, that they're somehow more hesitant. He is worried. He says he has no data to prove it, but 
he is worried that there is an impact, that the rise in the homicide rate this year is somehow related. Are 
you at all concerned about that?  

CHARLES RAMSEY:  

Yeah, I'm concerned about it. I mean, I don't know and there is no data right now, as the director said, to 
really show it. But police officers are human beings. And I mean, when you are being attacked like that or 
at least, you're perceived to being attacked, it does create some issues and some problems. But I think 
that we all need to recognize that there are some changes that need to be made. I mean, we can't look at 
it from a defensive posture. How do we move forward?  

How do we create an environment where we're on the same page? There's only one issue, and that is 
creating safe neighborhoods; but also, those neighborhoods, with the people in it, have a sense and 
feeling of justice and fairness as the law is being applied. And I think that's really what people are asking 
for. So does it have an impact? Yeah, I think it does. But we've got to move forward from it.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Is there a different challenge here, by the way, between what we're seeing and the way big city police 
departments I think have been a little more proactive in making the changes necessary, but suburban 
police departments, where frankly, we've seen a lot of these negative interactions between police and 
African Americans have actually taken place in smaller, suburban departments. Is there a discrepancy 
between training? Is there a discrepancy between resources here, between smaller police departments 
and larger ones?  

CHARLES RAMSEY:  

Well, I mean, you raise a great issue. There are approximately 18,000 departments in the United States. 
In my opinion, far too many. And we need to look at a long-term goal. More regionalization, better 
training, more consistency in policy and procedures.  



In your larger cities, where you have a lot of diversity, obviously you have officers that are very 
accustomed to dealing with a variety of people. We still have parts in our country where that's not the 
case. We need to bring people together, but we need more consistency in terms of the training that's 
provided, the selection and hiring of individuals. All those kinds of things need to happen. But in my 
opinion, we have too many police departments. I would try to cut the number in half, maybe by, in the 
next ten years or so. Because you are always going to have these kinds of issues as long as you have 
this many departments with different policies, procedures, training and the like.  

CHUCK TODD:  

You know, in an earlier interview this week you said the issue of the fact that all of this now that many 
people videotape these interactions, you called it a powder keg, that we're sitting on a powder keg. 
Explain.  

CHARLES RAMSEY:  

Well, we are sitting on a powder keg. I mean, you can call it a powder keg, you could say that we're 
handling nitroglycerin. But obviously, when you just look at what's going on, we're in a very, very critical 
point in the history of this country. And I think you've got two conventions coming up that are going to be 
very, very challenging to handle. And I don't think they are going to go without some incident taking place. 
It's unfortunate, but that's what I personally think. I hope that's not the case. But you've got too many 
people that are now with this extreme rhetoric and that is just not good for anybody.  

We need to come together, we need thoughtful people to sit down and engage in dialogue, but actually 
come up with solutions, not just finger pointing and playing the blame game; that's not helpful to anybody 
at all. But it is a very, very volatile time that we're in right now.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Chief Ramsey, I appreciate you coming on, it's been a tough week.  

CHARLES RAMSEY:  

Thank you.  

CHUCK TODD:  

So I appreciate you sharing your views. On Friday, President Obama ordered flags to be lowered to half 
staff to honor the victims in Dallas. This is the 67th time that President Obama has made such an order. 
It's more than any other President in history. We'll be right back.  

***COMMERCIAL BREAK***  

(BEGIN VIDEO)  

PROTESTORS:  

No justice, no peace. No justice, no peace.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  



Welcome back. Our panel is here. Let me give the better introductions for Michael Gerson, former 
speechwriter for President George W. Bush, now Washington Post columnist. Michael Eric Dyson of 
Georgetown University and an MSNBC contributor. Longtime Republican strategist Mary Matalin, a 
former adviser to Vice President Cheney and the first President Bush, and Eugene Robinson, Pulitzer 
Prize-winning columnist for the Washington Post. All right, we got all your accolades out.  

Michael, let me start with you, you perhaps wrote the most provocative piece of the week of everybody at 
this table. Not to say that everybody here isn't provocative in their own way.  

MICHAEL ERIC DYSON:  

Right.  

CHUCK TODD:  

And yours was addressed to the white community as a whole about this week. Explain.  

MICHAEL ERIC DYSON:  

Well, my point is that, look, and I understand white brothers and sisters who wrote me back, "Hey, you 
can't characterize all of us." Look, it's a trope, it's an approach, it's an understanding. But imagine what 
we feel when we are addressed as "black America."  

I was pleading, really, with white brothers and sisters to understand the difficulty, the circumstances that 
we confront, the extraordinary assault upon black life, the repudiation of any sense of civility when it 
comes to the interactions between police forces, which most African-American people regard with respect 
and authority, but whose authority has spilled over into terrorizing impulses and impacts upon African-
American culture. And I wanted to talk about the vulnerability we feel. Even when you were interviewing 
Chief Bratton, a remarkable man to be sure, but he wanted to draw a false equivalence between talking to 
his son and Jeh Johnson speaking to his son.  

Jeh Johnson, unfortunately, hesitant to weigh in and I understand. Chief Bratton, more than happy to do 
so. There's not an equivalence between Chief Bratton speaking to his son because his son is not most 
likely to be brutalized by police authority or the misapplication of the law to vulnerable populations. And I 
wanted to express myself to that very America that I teach every day at Georgetown University.  

CHUCK TODD:  

I want to throw something out here. This was on Red State, mind you Red State, a news and opinion site, 
Leon Wolf, and he writes this:  "The most important safety valve to prevent violence like we saw in Dallas 
last night is the belief that when officers do go off the rails, the legal system will punish them accordingly. 
If minority communities and everyone else, for that matter, believe that than the resort to reprisal killings 
would be either non-existent or far less frequent."  

EUGENE ROBINSON:  

Well, I saw that piece on Red State and after my jaw came up off the floor, I was actually encouraged. I 
was encouraged by that. I was also encouraged by a somewhat lukewarm statement that came out from 
the National Rifle Association about the Minnesota shooting, which essentially questioned  whether 
Philando Castile was killed for exercising his Second Amendment Right to keep and bear arms.  

And it is encouraging if there are conservatives who are kind of getting it, who are understanding this idea 
of equal protection. But I have to say, as Michael said, this is personal. I am a father of two sons, right? 



They are often guilty - they are young black men, they are often guilty of driving while black, walking while 
black, standing while black. And so, this is a very personal concern.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Mary, you were--  

MARY MATALIN:  

You don't like to be lumped together, conservatives don't like to be lumped together. And a lot of 
conservatives do get, particularly conservatives that live in a minority/majority cities. And I'm all about 
Leon Wolf, he's my go-to guy, and he's consistent in saying if read the whole column --  

CHUCK TODD:  

Yeah.  

MARY MATALIN:  

The problem here is coming to the truth. It’s not --and the truth is not all cops are racist and the truth is 
not all cops are always right; the truth, as your former panelist said and the statistics show, is somewhere 
in between. That's what Leon is saying and that's what people of good faith believe. And if you live in New 
Orleans or any city like that, we have faced this and we have reformed and we have corrected it. But I 
want to go to your point, too.  

It is true that -- I'm, what, 63, okay? So I am older than all you guys. I was raised to respect police 
officers. Black friends of mine whose parents were raised in the same era were taught to fear them 
because that was the legacy of police brutality and Jim Crow. So of course, we have to understand that. 
But then, in turn, and here’s what we've done in New Orleans, black people, our African-American 
brothers and sisters and neighbors understand that their first line of protection in those neighborhoods are 
the police--  

EUGENE ROBINSON:  

No one understands that more. No one understands than more than people who live in poor 
communities.   

MICHAEL ERIC DYSON:  

Exactly. Look at Philando Castile. He’s announcing, his girlfriend is announcing, "Look, I have a gun. Let 
me tell you exactly what I have," as far as we know.  

EUGENE ROBINSON:  

Yeah.  

MICHAEL ERIC DYSON:  

And this is the case, and he still, by obeying the law, Mary, lost his life. This is the very polarizing and 
brutalizing vulnerability that we feel that we are trying to express to white Americans who love and 
appreciate justice. Do you understand how difficult this is?  



MARY MATALIN:  

Do you, professor, do you think -- I understand the fear, I understand the legacy. But do you honestly 
believe out of the three million interactions of police, with people of all colors -- there's one cop for every 
266 humans -- that every one of these instances that police go out and say, "I'm going to brutalize a black 
man"?  

MICHAEL ERIC DYSON:  

Of course not.  

MARY MATALIN:  

Okay, well, then--  

MICHAEL ERIC DYSON:  

It's the consequence. And you're making my point for me even better.  

MARY MATALIN:  

Thank you.  

MICHAEL ERIC DYSON:  

It is an unconscious, if you will, inclination to see that black person differently, through a different prism, to 
have greater fear. The police, the cop on the front line feels a kind of intensity that he does not feel. Let 
me give you an example.  

On the Internet right now is a white guy, going ham, crazy, beating up, striking out with a machete. And 
the white police allow him to leave the door of the establishment and people say, "Bolt the doors." And 
these are two cops who could have killed him. Do you think that an African-American person wielding a 
machete would have been granted that kind of civility? No.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Michael, come in here.  

MICHAEL GERSON:  

Yeah, I think we're discovering more broadly that our biggest need at this moment is empathy across our 
deepest divisions.  

MICHAEL ERIC DYSON:  

No doubt.  

MICHAEL GERSON:  

That's what allows a diverse country and multi-ethnic country to be peaceful and unified. And empathy is 
most powerful, most effective when you apply it to your own, when you apply it to your own community. 
So it's powerful when Black Lives Matter empathizes with the role of police officers. It's powerful when 



people in the white community understand that minorities experience our justice system different than we 
do and in ways that we would not tolerate.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Right.  

MICHAEL GERSON:  

And so I think that, you know, that's the biggest need right now.  

EUGENE ROBINSON:  

The cruelest irony of what happened last week is that that sort of empathy was happening in Dallas, 
right?  

CHUCK TODD:  

Of all police departments --   

EUGENE ROBINSON:  

Of all police departments, David Brown has done a fabulous job in Dallas. Complaints of excessive 
violence on the part of officers are down by two-thirds since he took over in 2010.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Right.  

EUGENE ROBINSON:  

Police shootings went down from 23 in 2012 to one. One this year. So it can be done. And you saw the 
ease with which the protesters, the Black Lives Matter protesters and the police coexisted until this 
lunatic--  

MICHAEL ERIC DYSON:  

And they were defending the right of those African-American people. I spoke for the black police league 
down in Dallas with Cletus Judge and Willie Ford and Jackie Lee and those people are remarkable. But 
they understand. Let me tell you something you don't want to hear:  As black police, they say, too, "When 
I'm out of uniform, I have fear; when I am not involved directly and people can't identify me as a cop, I too, 
have fear." Look at the young woman, is it Nikia Jones, the woman who made the Facebook posting? 
This is a real thing that we have to confront.  

MARY MATALIN:  

Professor, we got that point, I want to speak to Mike's point.And I know, I get it--  

MICHAEL ERIC DYSON:  

Empathy with justice. It’s not just getting it, it’s understanding it.   



MARY MATALIN:  

Empathy with justice, but starts with empathy. And justice is more frequently done than we're discussing. 
But let's talk about the aftermath of Baton Rouge. Both my daughters are there, James, my husband's 
entire family is there. That city came together, black and white, holding vigils, praying and singing and not 
erupting. That's where the rhetoric, the parts from the empathy that has lived on the ground.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Alright, I want to pause the conversation. We'll continue it. We have more time to continue it, but let me 
pause here because I have to sneak in commercial break. When we come back, can a divided 
Washington heal a divided nation? I'm going to talk to two senators, both former mayors, who have 
firsthand experience in dealing with the issue of policing and race.  

***COMMERCIAL BREAK***  

CHUCK TODD:  

Welcome back. The country's divisions are reflected in where we live, whether or where we worship and 
how we vote. And those divisions are reflected right here in Washington, where Democrats and 
Republicans find it increasingly difficult to agree on just about anything.  

Joining me now are two senators, both of whom were mayors. Democratic Senator Cory Booker of New 
Jersey, former Mayor of Newark, and Republican Senator Bob Corker of Tennessee, who was once the 
Mayor of Chattanooga. And I should point out that in a small sign of unity for what it's worth it's the first 
time in nearly two years that we here at Meet the Press have gotten a Democratic and Republican 
senator to agree to appear together. Senator Corker, Senator Booker, I am not surprised that you are the 
two to agree to do this. So thank you to both of you on that front and welcome back.  

SENATOR BOB CORKER:  

Absolutely.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Senator Corker, let me start with you. You tweeted this on Friday:  "Our country has been shaken by 
senseless violence this week and I am horrified by the tragedy that unfolded overnight in Dallas." 
Obviously, a sentiment a lot of people share. How much outrage needs to be expressed before we start 
feeling as if we can do something about this?  

SENATOR BOB CORKER:  

Well, look, we are doing something about it. I mean, I thought the response in Dallas was the kind of 
response that needs to take place. This is mostly a local issue. And individual mayors and police chiefs 
and others responded in an appropriate way. As mayor, one of the things that I knew and I'm sure Cory 
knew the same thing that when the morale at a police department is low, when people don't feel 
supported in police departments, folks are being hurt unnecessarily.  

So look, it's the number one responsibility that we have is to keep our citizens safe and secure, to make 
sure that they are professionalized. But the fact is that it's a breakdown in society when things like what 
happened in Dallas where there's moral depravity of this individual, took the lives of people who were 
protecting folks, who were demonstrating peacefully.  



That is something that all of us should cry out about and to show support for these men and women in 
uniform that do what they do on a daily basis, mostly supported, but in so many cases, feeling like they're 
under assault by the general public. And again, when one of their officers, when someone acts out 
inappropriately, it hurts them, too. They want to make sure that the legal process works when that breaks 
down. But the fact is mostly, these are selfless people who are protecting our citizens, causing kids to be 
able to go to school and people will be able to go to work, and that's what we ought to be talking about 
today is their greatness. There are flaws that exist, but their greatness, what they do on our behalf.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Senator Booker, you heard obviously Senator Corker there and he also said this is a local issue. Is there 
a federal government role here? When you were mayor, you had a very challenging police department 
that had a challenging history to it in Newark. What role did you want the federal government to play then 
and what role should the federal government be playing now?  

SENATOR CORY BOOKER:  

Well, first of all, we have 18,000 police departments in our country and many of them are significantly 
under resourced. There's few groups as I've ever seen in America that show the daily courage, especially 
urban police officers, where there's a lot of gun violence. We have officers dying every single year on 
duty. And we should be doing a lot more as a nation to support those officers.  

And programs that have come from the federal government in the past have supported our local officers. 
And now at a time that we know that there's ways not only to protect our officers, that we need to be 
doing more of and affirming the fact that they are doing very dangerous jobs. That when officers leave 
their families, those families fear for their safety and pray for their return.  

We also know that there is a challenge with America, where we have invested, unfortunately, is in a war 
on drugs, which has been profoundly painful to our nation with a 500 percent increase in incarceration in 
our country, disproportionately affecting poor and disproportionately affecting minorities. African-
Americans have no difference than whites in using drugs or dealing drugs, but are about 3.7 times more 
likely to be arrested. We now know local police officers, with the right training, could address issues like 
de-escalation, can address issues like implicit racial bias.  

That even people like the Head of the F.B.I., Director Comey, talk passionately about the need for this 
country to address implicit racial bias. So we need to invest in our local departments, do a lot of the things 
that some progressive departments are doing that are de-escalating situations, lowering police involved 
shootings and addressing the implicit racial bias that exists in this country.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Let me go to the larger issue here, though, that I am concerned about, which is:  Is this Presidential 
campaign and are these two presidential candidates suited to meet the moment that's necessary? 
Senator Corker, you know the rhetoric on the campaign trail has been heated and it's been divisive. The 
country believes both candidates are polarizing for various reasons and different reasons. I'm going to 
start with you. Senator Corker, how does Donald Trump make the case that he can unify this country and 
heal these wounds? And then, I'll ask Senator Booker to make the case on the other side.  

SENATOR BOB CORKER:  

Look, I think both of the candidates, their challenge over the coming weeks is to show that they can do 
that. I think there is going to be a sincere effort within the Trump campaign to do so. My guess is the 
same thing will be happening in the Clinton campaign.  



There is no question, put this campaign aside, look, the conversation in America has been way divisional. 
It's not been appropriate, it's been that way for some time. And it adds to this. But let's get back to it 
again. You know, the mayor of a city is where most of this occurs. And I'm not in any way criticizing what 
happened in Dallas, but it's those local efforts that actually bring people together.  

No doubt the discourse, no doubt the videos that people can see, no doubt those things affect things 
throughout our country, but look, I hope that both of these candidates candidly will rise to the occasion 
and on this particular issue, bring people together. Millennials, let's think about it, millennials in our 
country today probably are more embracing of diversity than any generation we've had.  

And it's my hope, again, after this tremendous crisis that's occurred, this tragedy, that our country will 
focus more on unity and not division. And I hope both campaigns will take advantage of that.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Senator Booker, let me ask it to you this way, though, about Hillary Clinton, can she be a president that 
helps with racial reconciliation in a better way than President Obama?  

SENATOR CORY BOOKER:  

So let me just say this, we have to all understand we have a country with deep reservoirs of love. We are 
good people. We are well intentioned people. And when called upon, we rise to an occasion. This is such 
an occasion. And I'm going to be very blunt. I've watched in pain when I see a presidential candidate, all 
of our words matter, whether you're a citizen of a presidential candidate, words matter.  

And this is a time where we need courageous empathy, where we need undeterred love. And so, when I 
hear a presidential candidate like Donald Trump gratuitously demeaning women, demeaning Muslims, 
demeaning Latinos at a time where our country needs reconciliation, we need people that bind our 
wounds and build bridges across out cachesims. To see someone so callously stoking hate and fear and 
inflaming divide, this is not the person to be president of the United States, I believe ever, but definitely 
not at a time when we need a healer, a reconciler and somebody to remind us that as a nation, our 
differences matter.  

CHUCK TODD:  

All right.  

SENATOR CORY BOOKER:  

But our country matters more.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Senator Booker, I understand you made the case against Mr. Trump, but how does Hillary Clinton, who is 
almost as polarizing and as divisive, how does she make the case that she's the candidate here for 
reconciliation?  

SENATOR BOOKER:  

I patently disagree with you on issues of race and religious diversity that she is in any way polarizing. If 
anything, I've watched her in black communities and white communities and even after this tragedy, put 
forth the spirit of America, which is an understanding that as our founders said in the Declaration of 
Independence, this is a time we need to mutually pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes and our 



sacred honor. And she has manifested that on issues of race, of religion, of gender diversity. She is 
someone that can build our bridges and far more than the alternative.  

CHUCK TODD:  

All right.  

SENATOR CORY BOOKER:  

Someone who is injecting more divisiveness in this country through his rhetoric, through his affiliations.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Okay.  

SENATOR CORY BOOKER:  

And actually, refusal to even denounce patent racists.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Senator Corker, Senator Booker, I'm going to leave it there. I thank you both for coming on together. 
Hopefully, we can make this a habit again on Meet the Press. Appreciate it.  

SENATOR CORY BOOKER:  

Thank you.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Coming up, how will this tumultuous week impact the Presidential race? And by the way, is this the week 
that we're going to learn who Donald Trump's running mate will be? We'll be right back.  

***COMMERCIAL BREAK***  

CHUCK TODD:  

Welcome back. We noted that Hillary Clinton had this to say on Friday to my colleague, Lester Holt, after 
a grim week of racially charged shootings.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

SEC. HILLARY CLINTON:  

So here's what I believe, I believe we need a national conversation and we start showing respect toward 
one another. Seeing each other, walking in each other's shoes.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  



We thought the call for a conversation about race sounded familiar, so we looked at some old video and 
discovered Democrats, in particular, have been talking about this idea for a long time. Let's look back, 
starting with President Obama after Ferguson.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

PRES. BARACK OBAMA:  

What we need is a sustained conversation in which in each region of the country, people are talking about 
this honestly and then can move forward in a constructive fashion.  

PRES. BILL CLINTON:  

Over the coming year, I want to lead the American people in a great and unprecedented conversation 
about race.   

SEN. BILL BRADLEY  

Ask yourself:  When was the last time you had a conversation about race with someone of a different 
race?  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

And that was probably the most provocative of all of them and properly the most important way to say it. 
Clearly, there's been a lot of talk about talking, but a lot of us have been left to wonder why more hasn't 
been done. We're gonna get to that when we come back. And we'll talk about what all of this means for 
this 2016 campaign.  

***COMMERCIAL BREAK***  

CHUCK TODD:  

Back now with the panel. I want to pivot the conversation, and Michael Gerson, I'm going to start with you 
because you had a very provocative column this week, too. But yours was on lamenting the fact, 
essentially, we're in this moment and we have two nominees that may be uniquely unfit to meet the 
moment.  

MICHAEL GERSON:  

Yeah, you'd think political parties would want to pick popular candidates. And in fact, they have chosen 
two deeply divisive candidates here. And there are elements in our politics, not these two people, 
necessarily, or maybe one, elements in our politics that want to feed just enough anger, just enough 
resentment, but not over into violence. And that is the most dangerous game that you can possibly play in 
politics. We have a Republican nominee who rose to prominence by criticizing the other, creating fear of 
the other. We have a conservative media in parts right now that has a white identity message, okay. And 
that, all of this is deeply destructive; it's not the kind of leadership we need.  

EUGENE ROBINSON:  



I think -- What he said about Trump, but also, you know, the situation, as you said, is that half the country 
just tunes out when Hillary Clinton speaks. You know, the other half --  

CHUCK TODD:  

And the other half tunes out when--  

EUGENE ROBINSON:  

--tunes out when Donald Trump speaks, maybe more than half.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Right.  

EUGENE ROBINSON:  

And so, that's not conducive to a national conversation about race. Although, frankly, I have always 
maintained that this is how we have our national conversation about race. Not the way we're sitting at this 
table.  

CHUCK TODD:  

No.  

EUGENE ROBINSON:  

But something happens, we yell and scream, we argue, we get scratchy-- But that's the way we do it.  

(OVERTALK)  

MARY MATALIN:  

Stop, stop, stop. Everything isn't about race, or everything is about the economy, which affects every 
race, every gender, every orientation the same. Donald Trump did not come out of the head of Zeus, 
okay? The party created him by being unresponsive to the party's demands and the successive tsunami 
midterms, which wanted to have some sort of reform repeal of Obamacare, wanted to reduce the 
overreach of government, wanted a more robust economic recovery, wanted a cessation of the intrusion 
into their life by all these regulations. That's what's going on in every community out there. And Donald 
Trump is just riding that wave. And you're not wrong about -- their rhetoric, both of them, is detached. 
That's not how people live.  

MICHAEL GERSON:  

But the whole political strategy of getting out the white vote is morally problematic and very dangerous. 
And that's where our politics is headed.  

MICHAEL ERIC DYSON:  

Well, hold on. So it is about race. So when you say, "Hold on, hold on, it's not about race," of course it is, 
it's just not about blackness. It's also about whiteness. And we don't have a conversation in this country 



with race and whiteness. Whiteness is at stake; Donald Trump has, I think, in a beguiling way seduced 
many working-class white people into believing that he will be their defender when, indeed, he is not.  

And on top of that, Hillary Clinton, when we get past the optics and cosmetics, has put forth consistently 
public policy recommendations that will speak to the vicious undercurrent of racism in this country, but 
also bring together various constituencies along the continuum of race in this country. I think that's what's 
important.  

CHUCK TODD:  

All right, but Gene, it goes back to-- and I think it's what Cory Booker was trying to get at, Senator Booker 
was trying to get at, which is, you know, he says, "Well, she's doing all of these things," but the country's 
going to tune her out.  

EUGENE ROBINSON:  

Well--  

CHUCK TODD:  

The whole point of unity is, can you get 10% of the other side to listen to you?  

EUGENE ROBINSON:  

Yeah, well, you know, frankly, we'll have to see. I mean, elections are choices, right? And so, we're going 
to have presumably these two candidates, unless something crazy happens in Cleveland. We'll have 
Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump. And people will then be making choices and they will choose who to 
listen to.  

And there will be occasions when people basically don't have a choice. I mean, they turn off the TV, but 
the two will be standing there debating. I do believe that there's a very good chance that Hillary Clinton's 
message will, indeed, get through better than Donald Trump's.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Very quickly, well, Michael Eric Dyson, President Obama said he's going to go to Dallas.  

MICHAEL ERIC DYSON:  

Yeah.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Is that the only place he should go this week?  

MICHAEL ERIC DYSON:  

Not at all. I think the President is doing a remarkable and good thing by going to Dallas, but he's got to go 
to Louisiana and he's got to go to Minnesota, he doesn't have to--  

CHUCK TODD:  



You do all three stops?  

MICHAEL ERIC DYSON:  

You got to do all three stops because all three people are aggrieved, hurt, pained and he is the President 
of everybody. He doesn't have to wait for a Delta flight, thank God, he's got Air Force One.  

CHUCK TODD:  

He's got his own plane.  

MICHAEL ERIC DYSON:  

And I think he can do it. I think he's up to it and I think he will do it.  

CHUCK TODD:  

All right, we shall see. Back in 45 seconds. We're going to talk a little bit about what this week will end up 
being about, which is one candidate naming their running mate, we'll be right back.  

***COMMERCIAL BREAK***  

CHUCK TODD:  

Back now with End Game. We are going to have a running mate pick this week. It appears to be for 
Donald Trump down to Mike Pence, the Governor of Indiana, Newt Gingrich, the former Speaker of the 
House, maybe Chris Christie, maybe the General Michael Flynn, although I hear really Pence or Gingrich. 
Michael Gerson, do you have an opinion?  

MICHAEL GERSON:  

Well, I think it's an important choice for him. He could do someone who is like General Flynn, who is an 
outside and to reinforce his message that he is outside the boundaries of politics, or he could try to please 
Cruz voters, who are real in the Republican Party, that conservative side. So you know, that will 
determine the nature of his sprint down to the election.  

MARY MATALIN:  

As a Cruz voter, what would please us more is not a person, but a pronouncement and a conviction to 
Constitutional principles. I like the idea of Flynn, I like the whole outsider thing because the insiders are 
going to come inside because they want to stay inside. I think Newt would hate it, he would absolutely 
hate it. It's a gritty, hard, thankless job; that's not his scene.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Right.  

MARY MATALIN:  

And Pence may or may not speak to the Cruz voters, but it doesn't matter, the policies are not 
constitutional policies. Which so far, the Donald has not been showing the courage of his convictions on 
the Supreme Court and issues like that that drives those voters.  



CHUCK TODD:  

You know, it's interesting on Newt this week, by the way, he did a Facebook Live with Van Jones and--  

EUGENE ROBINSON:  

It was very sort of measured and thoughtful, responsible.  

CHUCK TODD:  

And not even that, he said something that you don't hear often from white politicians, which is “It's 
different to be black in America.”  

EUGENE ROBINSON:  

It's different to be black in America. He’s a, I mean, Newt Gingrich is a very smart guy.  

CHUCK TODD:  

It's important to say it.  

EUGENE ROBINSON:  

I tend to agree with Mary that he would be just be bored to tears as Vice Presidendy--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Well, I don’t think he’d be bored. That I don’t think he’d be. Bored is not--  

MICHAEL ERIC DYSON:  

He could do all the Civil War paraphernalia and all that in his own office, but--  

MARY MATALIN:  

No, he used to be HHS Secretary, he really does have a lot of ideas on healthcare, he understands 
bureaucracy--  

MICHAEL ERIC DYSON:  

You have to accentuate the fact that he said something very brave and something courageous in the 
midst of the heat of the battle.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Yeah.  

MICHAEL ERIC DYSON:  

And I think he should be acknowledged for that, because it's an important point that only people who 
listen to Newt Gingrich will hear and I think was important for him to say that. That's a form of unity, as 



well, to acknowledge a particular kind of privilege, a particular sort of perspective and say, "The only way 
we can come together is to acknowledge all of that."  

CHUCK TODD:  

I only have a few seconds left, so I just want to thank you guys. It was spirited and it was, more 
importantly, friendly and that's a good moment. And I think we-- how about that! So that’s all for today.  

MARY MATALIN:  

We love each other!   

MICHAEL ERIC DYSON:  

I can’t kiss you but I--  

(LAUGHTER)  

CHUCK TODD:  

Well a little unity and levity in a rough week like this is necessary. We'll be back next week, right from the 
Republican National Convention. A week from tomorrow, the Republican Convention begins in Cleveland. 
So if it's Sunday, and it's the convention, it's Meet the Press.  

* * *END OF TRANSCRIPT* * *  
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(BEGIN TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

This Sunday, a jittery nation and a jittery Republican Party. On the eve of the Republican National 
Convention right here in Cleveland, Donald Trump makes his final, final decision.  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Indiana Governor Mike Pence is my first choice.  

CHUCK TODD:  

The Republican Party tries to unite behind two candidates who don't always agree with each other. I'll be 
joined by RNC Chairman Reince Priebus and Glenn Beck, founder of The Blaze TV Network. Plus, our 
brand new NBC News/Wall Street Journal Poll out this morning. The email story, it hurt Clinton. But did it 
hurt her poll numbers against Trump?  

Also, the backdrop to this election. It's a nation on edge; racial tensions at home, terror attacks both here 
and abroad and now, a coup attempt in Turkey. I'll talk to Secretary of State John Kerry. And joining me 
for insight and analysis this special Sunday are NBC News Special Correspondent, Tom Brokaw, former 
political director for George W. Bush Sara Fagan, Joy-Ann Reid of MSNBC's AM Joy and Salem radio 
network host Hugh Hewitt. Welcome to Sunday andMeet the Press at the Republican National 
Convention right here in Cleveland.  

MALE ANNOUNCER:  

From Cleveland, Ohio this is a special edition of Meet the Press with Chuck Todd.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

Well, good day from Cleveland, Ohio, we're here at the Quickens Loans Arena, which is, of course, 
nicknamed "The Q," it's one day before the Republican National Convention begins. I've not run into 
LeBron yet, but this is the arena that is home of the NBA Champion Cleveland Cavaliers. Let me say that 
again, champion and Cleveland in the same sentence.  

Anyway, we are in what's called a "secure zone." We do expect a lot of protests and demonstrations in 
the next few days and they will be limited to this 1.7 square-mile area that is known as the event zone. Of 
course, we now know the Republican ticket, it'll be Donald Trump and Governor Mike Pence of Indiana. 
And yesterday's announcement by Trump introducing Pence was among the oddest we've seen, with 
Trump concentrating more on how he decided than on the man he chose.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Indiana Governor Mike Pence was my first choice. If you look at one of the big reasons that I chose Mike, 
and one of the reasons is party unity, I have to be honest. So many people have said, "party unity." 
Cause I'm an outsider, I want to be an outsider.  



(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

On this eve of the convention, we also have a brand new NBC News/Wall Street Journal national poll and 
it shows Hillary Clinton holding a small but steady five-point lead over Donald Trump, 46-41. It is exactly 
where the two candidates stood a month ago when we took our last national poll.  

That was before the F.B.I.'s report on Secretary Clinton's email. So if you're wondering, "Did the email 
issue, didn’t it damage her?" Well, no, it did damage her reputation with voters. But Trump has not been 
able to take an advantage. His struggles have highlighted concerns among Republicans that somehow 
they've chosen a candidate who violates almost every prescription laid out in the party's autopsy after Mitt 
Romney's defeat in 2012.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

DONALD TRUMP:  

In the world, the Republican Party has gone from sort of stayed and stale and going nowhere in terms of 
presidential, to being the hottest party right now anywhere in the world.   

CHUCK TODD:  

In the wake of Mitt Romney's loss, Republican leaders acknowledged that their party needed to re-brand 
to turn around a losing streak in presidential years.  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

I think that we had some biologically stupid things that were said in the last election.  

CHUCK TODD:  

The autopsy's prescription? Grow the party. First, avoid alienating women voters with comments like 
these.  

MITT ROMNEY:  

I went to a number of women's groups and said, "Can you help us find folks?" And they brought us whole 
binders full of women.  

CHUCK TODD:  

But instead of softening the party's image with women, Trump has widened the gender gap.  

DONALD TRUMP:  

And frankly, if Hillary Clinton were a man, I don't think she'd get 5 percent of the vote.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Second, stop driving away minority voters.  



MITT ROMNEY:  

The answer is self-deportation, which is people decide that they can do better by going home.  

CHUCK TODD:  

But instead of embracing Latinos, the fastest growing demographic, Trump has re-opened the scars of 
failed Republican attempts at immigration reform.  

DONALD TRUMP:  

No, I'll use the word "anchor baby." Excuse me, I'll use the word "anchor baby."  

CHUCK TODD:  

Third, fix the perception that the GOP does not care about ordinary people, summed up in the line that 
many Republicans believed lost Romney the election.  

MITT ROMNEY:  

There are 47 percent of the people who will vote for the President no matter what. All right? There are 47 
percent who are with him, who are dependent upon government, who believe they're a victim.  

CHUCK TODD:  

But while party voters focused on winning swing voters that Romney didn't get, they missed the brewing 
economic angst and cultural resentments of many members of their own party. Bottom line: The RNC 
didn't autopsy why Republican voters didn't like the Republican Party.  

JEFF ROE:  

We're talking about, you know, marginal tax rates and earned income tax credits and things that people 
that don't have any money don't think about. So we need to talk to them and with them instead of past 
them. And that's what the party's autopsy got wrong.  

CHUCK TODD:  

In a Washington Post poll released this spring, nearly half of Trump supporters said whites were losing 
out to other racial groups, leaving Trump an opportunity to exploit the deep anger at Republican elites.  

DONALD TRUMP:  

We're getting the hell beat out of us and it's gonna stop. And we're gonna bring our jobs back to this 
country, we're gonna make product again, we're gonna lift our wages.   

CHUCK TODD:  

And remaking the party in his own image.   

(END TAPE)  



CHUCK TODD:  

Well, earlier today, I spoke with the chairman of the Republican Party, Reince Priebus, and I began by 
asking him whether the new ticket of Trump and Pence is missing an opportunity by not doing what every 
other ticket has done in previous elections: campaigning together, right away, in front of the American 
people.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

At least of what I've been seeing on TV, they're everywhere and I think that anything Trump does gets a 
lot of attention. I think he did yesterday. I thought that Mike Pence did a great job. I mean, he's a perfect 
pick, I think, for Donald Trump. He's a great compliment to Donald Trump. Experienced governor, 
leadership in the House, all of the things that I know Donald Trump wanted to check, he did it. And I'm 
excited about next week.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Does Mike Pence make it so that Monday night at this convention where there could be, you know, a 
minority report or some "never Trump" stuff, does Mike Pence help calm that down in your opinion?  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

You know, that's a good point. I really think it does. I know that there are some delegates that were slower 
to come around than others, but what I've heard from a lot of the delegates was a lot of praise about 
Pence. A lot of the conservatives were very happy about it. I know leadership in the House and the 
Senate, very happy with the Pence pick.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Yeah.  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

So good for Donald Trump, it's good for the party, it's good for our country.  

CHUCK TODD:  

You know, when did you come around on Donald Trump? And I say it this way because you were, as the 
referee, you would be tough on him when he said some things that you thought was damaging to the 
party, but you eventually came around. What did it take?  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

Well, I mean, I think it took, number one, I really got to know Donald Trump. But number two, it's a binary 
choice, it's Hillary Clinton or Donald Trump. I mean, this silliness with "never Trump," I mean, who's your 
nominee, guys? Who's your VP? Who's raising money? It's a fantasy land. And so, for me, a vote for 
anyone other than Donald Trump is a vote for Hillary Clinton. But I also got to know Donald Trump. And 
the Donald Trump I got to know is a nice, gracious, I mean, quite frankly, even in private, listens, 
sometimes pretty quiet--  



CHUCK TODD:  

How come you don't see that guy in public? Because you're not the first person to say this.  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

Well, I've told him and the campaign, and I think I'm very much a part of that operation, that if the public 
sees the Donald Trump that I’ve gotten to know in private, he will not be stopped.   

CHUCK TODD:  

But he doesn't ever present that, though.  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

But I think what you're seeing with the Pence pick, I think the last few weeks have been very good for 
him. I know what he's thinking about the convention and the future. I think he understands it fully, the 
pivot to the general. He's never run before for anything. He has been in primary mode for a year and it 
was a tough, bruising situation.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Right.  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

And I think it's just taken longer to pivot and I think he's pivoting.  

CHUCK TODD:  

As you know, the autopsy report in 2013, I know you technically don't call it an "autopsy,” and it’s fine, but 
it's been known as that, about why Mitt Romney lost, and you guys outlined a bunch of things, particularly 
with outreach to minorities, outreach to young voters. This platform seems to run counter to the 
recommendations of the 2013 committee that looked into what's wrong. It's not reflecting any of those 
points, whether it's on immigration, whether it's on outreach to Latinos, same-sex marriage. What 
happened?  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

Well, nothing happened. I mean, the principles of the party are the same. I mean, we believe in traditional 
marriage, we believe in life that starts at conception, equal protection and the 14th Amendment. That's 
our belief as a party, but it doesn't mean that you don't shower people with grace and love and respect 
and that's something that I've always talked about. But the autopsy really is about engaging in black, 
Hispanic, Asian communities, being a full-time party, investing in data and also, watching your mouth.  

CHUCK TODD:  

You guys have done that, but has Donald Trump done that?  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  



I think he's done much better at it. I think he's come around a lot since a few months ago. And I think he 
understands it. And I know where his heart's at, I can tell you. And I think people are going to start seeing 
that.  

CHUCK TODD:  

There's two things in the platform and I'm curious if you're comfortable with it. There’s one in a draft, it 
says, "Children raised in a traditional two-parent household tend to be physically and emotionally 
healthier, less likely to use drugs and alcohol, engage in crime or become pregnant outside of marriage. 
The data and the facts lead to an inescapable conclusion that every child deserves a married mom and 
dad." It's implying that somehow children of same-sex couples are more likely to be addicts, to engage in 
crime? Do you mean to have it imply that?  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

No, what we mean is that the best scenario for kids is a loving mom and dad; however, it doesn't mean at 
all that single parents, that same-sex parents, that any parent in America can't love a child and can't raise 
a child and that child can't be successful and loved. So it doesn't mean that. It just means what the facts 
say. Look, like I said before, love, respect, dignity. But traditional values. And that's what our party is 
about.  

CHUCK TODD:  

There are no Bushes speaking at this convention, no Mitt Romney, no John McCain. No living former 
Republican nominee is going to address this convention. The rising stars of the party, it's a who's who of 
the people not coming here, whether it's Nikki Haley, Marco Rubio's doing a video address, he's not 
attending. You're not showcasing the best parts of your party, are you disappointed in that?  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

No, I don't know about that, Chuck. I mean, tomorrow night you're going to see Joni Ernst, you're going to 
see a lot of stars in our party, you're going to see Scott Walker. You're going to see Ben Carson, Newt 
Gingrich. I mean, look, everyone has to make their own decisions. And it's not unusual that everyone 
doesn't speak at a convention, I'd love everybody--  

CHUCK TODD:  

It is unusual not to have a Bush at a convention.  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

Well, it didn't happen four years ago, Chuck, that's not true.  

CHUCK TODD:  

The Bush family--members of the Bush family were here.  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

Listen, I was Chairman then, I actually don't remember that. Maybe, I'm not gonna--  

CHUCK TODD:  



No, no, no, it's fine.  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

Well, in '08 I know in Saint Paul, I know there was no President Bush in Saint Paul. So look, it's not 
uncommon. But I would also tell you, this is not going to be a traditional scenario. I mean, we're not going 
to have one politician after the next every three minutes giving a four-minute speech. It's just not going to 
be that way. They'll be plenty of them, but not back to back.  

CHUCK TODD:  

All right, Reince Priebus, I gotta leave it there.  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

Thank you.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Congratulations.  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

Yeah, it looks great.  

CHUCK TODD:  

And I think we all look forward to a peaceful week in Cleveland. Thank you, sir.  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

Me, too. Thank you.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

Joining me now is Glenn Beck. He's the founder of the conservative website and TV network, The Blaze. 
Beck has been a vocal critic of Donald Trump right from the start, and while he has no love for Hillary 
Clinton, he says he can't bring himself to vote for Trump. Mr. Beck, welcome back toMeet the Press.  

GLENN BECK:  

Thank you. Can't vote for Hillary, either. I am one of these people that honestly, I was listening to that 
interview and I feel like the world of Blade Runner makes more sense than this one. I don't even know 
where to begin, we're living in such a fantasy world where nothing makes sense anymore.  

CHUCK TODD:  

It sounds like something really jumped out at you from the chairman there? What jumped out at you the 
most?  



GLENN BECK:  

The whole thing. The whole thing did. Honestly, I don't even know where to begin with that. It is 
remarkable to me that both parties are so out of touch with the American people, both Democrats, 
Republicans and Independents, we all feel the same way. Three things: I don't belong to anything 
anymore and I want to feel like I belong to something. I don't even feel like my country is even the same. I 
don't belong to anything, nobody's listening to me and I don't have any levers that control my own life.  

I can't control my own income, I can't control my own destiny, I can't even control my own farm if I'm a 
farmer. This is not going to last. And these guys are just playing a game, they're playing a show. You 
know that Reince Priebus knows better than what he just said. You know that he is not looking at the 
autopsy and going, "Well, I think this is great. We're doing the same thing we did with Mitt Romney, 
except much, much worse." It's insane.  

CHUCK TODD:  

So what should be done? I mean, what should be done? Look, the last time you were on, you were--  

GLENN BECK:  

Nothing, it's too late.  

CHUCK TODD:  

You actually pooh-poohed the idea of using the convention to try to dump Trump. You were saying, "You 
can't do that, either." What do you do?  

GLENN BECK:  

Because...here's the thing:  I know what I'm going to do, but I don’t -- I'm out of the business of telling 
anybody else what they should do, because I think there are tons of Hillary Clinton people that had 
maybe voted for the Clintons in the past or thought they would like Hillary Clinton that are now to the point 
of, she is so corrupt, she is so much about her and her foundation, which is completely corrupt, she is 
building an absolute dynasty of corruption.  

It's nothing reflective of the American system. And then, you have Donald Trump, who the only advisors 
that he listens to are his children. What do you have? He's a corrupt businessman, she's corrupt. So both 
sides are now saying, "What are you going to do?" I think we feel, all Americans, I shouldn't say all, I think 
Reince and a few others, you know, at both conventions are going to be find just pulling the lever. But I 
think a lot of people are pulling it not holding their nose, wincing in pain as they think about pulling that 
lever.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Yeah.  

GLENN BECK:  

So what you decide to do is your own business, but I have to tell you, there are choices. You can vote for 
the Green Party, you can vote for the Libertarian Party. And I know people will say, "That's a vote for the 
other guy," but you know what? I can't sell my soul anymore to these parties, because they’re both 
horrible.  



CHUCK TODD:  

Let me ask the obvious question here. I know the answer now, it seems obvious. Mike Pence does 
nothing for you to make Donald Trump more appealing?  

GLENN BECK:  

Look, Mike Pence is a nice guy. And you know, he's fine and he's doing a good job. I don't have anything 
against Mike. I know that I talked to Mike when I was in Indiana during the campaign. He didn't have 
anything nice to say about Donald Trump. I will tell you that if Ted Cruz comes out on, what is it, Monday 
or Tuesday night when he gives his speech and he endorses even a soft endorsement of Donald Trump, I 
will officially have no person in Washington that I can trust says what they mean and mean what they 
say.  

CHUCK TODD:  

It’s funny you say that. Mr. Beck, I had this exact conversation with a reporter last night, he said, "We're 
finding out who tells you the truth on the record and off the record and who doesn't." And that you have a 
lot of Republicans who will say one thing about Trump off the record and another on the record. Do you 
think that's got to stop?  

GLENN BECK:  

Oh, my gosh, I think it has to stop. Look, the problem is in our society that there's no authenticity. You 
can't trust anybody because you know they don't believe that. What was so frustrating about Reince is I 
guess he's doing his job, but if doing your job means that you're not being transparent, then you gotta go 
get another job, man, and quit that one.  

Nobody is saying what they mean and meaning what they say. I am literally almost alone. I was standing 
against Trump because of a set of principles. Not that I don't like the man -- the same principles that 
make me not be able to vote for Hillary Clinton. Why all of a sudden are these people who were so 
strongly against Clinton or so strongly against Trump now suddenly on the Clinton train, on the Trump 
train? Did you believe what you said?  

CHUCK TODD:  

Mr. Beck, I appreciate you sharing your views. I've got to leave it there.  

GLENN BECK:  

Thank you.  

CHUCK TODD:  

I think we all know where you stand at this point. And I'll look forward to checking back in before 
November to see what lever you might be pulling. Thanks very much.  

GLENN BECK:  

Thank you very much.  

CHUCK TODD:  



You got it. When we come back, Donald Trump's very odd VP rollout. And then, consider this, Trump and 
Pence will not be campaigning together today, you won't see them together tomorrow. Not Tuesday. So 
exactly what kind of political marriage is this?  

***COMMERCIAL BREAK***  

CHUCK TODD:  

Welcome back. We got a lot to digest after those two interviews. Anyway, yesterday's rollout of Governor 
Mike Pence as Donald Trump's running mate was like many things about Donald Trump's campaign this 
year, different from what we've seen in the past. Other than when they applauded as Pence came out, the 
audience sat in their seats and listened politely in New York, a non swing city in a non swing state that 
had nothing to do with Mike Pence, he didn't grow up there or anything.  

After the event, Pence was on his way back to Indiana alone. Now compare this to 2012. Mitt Romney 
introduced Paul Ryan to the world on the battleship Wisconsin in the swing state of Virginia, waving flags, 
a backdrop of people. There's that Air Force One music.  

And then, the two hit the road together doing four more events just that day alone. Let's go back in time to 
2008. John McCain brought Sarah Palin into our lives in Dayton, Ohio, another swing state. Rallied with 
family in tow. Ah, by the way, I'm all for using Air Force One music all the time. Later that day, the two 
took their spouses to get ice cream and made other stops as they spent the next two days together in 
Pennsylvania and Missouri. That's not what happened yesterday.  

Panel is here with me in Cleveland. We've got our, of course, NBC News Special Correspondent, Tom 
Brokaw. Former political director for President George W. Bush, Sara Fagen. Joy-Ann Reid, host of 
MSNBC's AM Joy, and Salem radio network host, Hugh Hewitt. Welcome to all of you.  

Sara Fagen, I want to start with you because you've done rollouts for VPs before. Yesterday was 
different. I want to put up something else that we put together, a word cloud, and this is a word cloud of 
Donald Trump's speech, introducing Mike Pence. I had to circle the words "Mike" and "Pence" in there, 
since they are not the most prominent words he spoke.  

SARA FAGEN:  

Right.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Now here is Mitt Romney's word cloud for the speech introducing Paul Ryan. I circled it, but I didn't need 
to there.  

SARA FAGEN:  

Right, you didn't need to. I think yesterday was a huge missed opportunity. I mean, on every level, from 
the roll out of the logo, to the candidate's wife not standing on the stage after, to him leaving, to the way 
he approached it. They basically got nothing for that. And you know, not to mention news in Turkey, 
where the story was pushed in many papers to the bottom. So this huge moment in the campaign, looked 
like a Lieutenant Governor roll out to me.  

CHUCK TODD:  



Tom, you've seen a lot of these roll outs. We all have. Look, they're usually huge moments. They're 
usually big deals. The arms are raised.  

TOM BROKAW:  

Yeah, but I can't remember in which we've had such a contrast in the two candidates. Here you have 
Donald Trump, three times married, he was a Democrat for a while and he was a Republican for a while. 
Mike Pence is a conservative Christian who says he won't go to a party where they're serving drinks if he 
doesn't have his wife with him because he doesn't want to get in trouble.  

I don't think that's in Donald Trump's play book, by the way, in picking a vice president. And we know that 
he was kind of dragged into picking Mike Pence. And speaking of optics, if you look at that original 
announcement, he looks down to make sure he's got the name right before he looks up again. He doesn't 
come out and robustly say, "Mike Pence is my guy." It's like he's introducing a new school teacher at the 
beginning of the term.  

SARA FAGEN:  

This is when you get a window into how the campaign is being run and it is not a pretty picture. And so, 
these big moments in a campaign, you don't get do-overs.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Right.  

SARA FAGEN:  

And there's a lot to be proud of for Republicans in Mike Pence. He is a conservative, he is a Christian, he 
has the ability to have a lot of people in the party like Glenn Beck give a second look.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Yeah.  

SARA FAGEN:  

But they missed that opportunity.  

CHUCK TODD:  

I'm glad you brought up Glenn Beck. Hugh and Joy, my mouth was sort of aghast. There's sometimes 
where I felt speechless. Hugh, let me start with you-- respond to Glenn.  

HUGH HEWITT:  

Donald Trump is a black swan event for the Republican Party. It's unprecedented, it is causing chaos, it is 
very turbulent. I like the Governor Pence selection because it is a governing selection, it telegraphs 
reliability. If he becomes President, if he beats Secretary Clinton, you can count on people like Pence to 
be the Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of State. And so, I think it telegraphs an uber message.  



But I believe he could have named Oprah or Rush and we still would have had the same-- it's a Trump-
centric campaign, it's completely different from anything I've ever seen and I don't think it matters what 
that event was like because it's all about Trump.  

JOY-ANN REID:  

I think it actually does better. I mean, the thing that struck me about Glenn Beck was that he just point 
blank said that Reince Priebus didn't believe anything that he was saying when he was in interview with 
you. And it was kind of shocking and jaw-dropping to say that because you felt Reince Priebus' sort of 
pain and suffering as he's doing that interview. He has to say what he's saying. But everything about the 
roll out also felt like somebody who didn't believe what they were saying.  

That was, I think, the big problem. The roll out of Pence felt like Donald Trump doing something he didn't 
want to do, about him eating his vegetables. He read from a paper when he talked about Mike Pence, but 
he was excited and happy when he was talking about himself and how he won. The roll out of that logo, 
which became the subject of ridicule, had clearly not a lot of thought put into it.  

CHUCK TODD:  

All right, you brought it up, I gotta bring up this Tweet. It's a little trollish, it's by David Plouffe, the former 
campaign manager obviously for Barack Obama, but this was his Tweet yesterday:  "Clear that the 
selection of a VP is distasteful for a narcissist like Trump. Pence is like a leg bracelet probation officers 
forced him into." Sara Fagen?  

TOM BROKAW:  

Here's what I would say about all of that and I think it's reflecting in our commentary here today. We're 
playing by the old rules when we make all these observations. Donald Trump has reinvented politics. And 
this may be a historic week. He may be reinventing the Republican Party.  

I've watched it go from the party of captains of industry and old money and kind of mainstream bankers to 
Richard Nixon took it to the South, Ronald Reagan then took it to the West. It opened it up in an entirely 
different way. He's come along and he's changed the party entirely. People are rejecting the old standard 
of what the Republican Party is. It's no longer the GOP, it's now the Donald Trump-dot-com party at this 
moment. Whether that will last, we don't know.  

CHUCK TODD:  

And Sara, to pick up on Tom's point, free trade, they're on opposite sides.  

SARA FAGEN:  

Yeah.  

CHUCK TODD:  

A NAFTA attacker in Trump, a NAFTA promoter in Mike Pence. On the Muslim ban, on the Iraq War, the 
two ticket mates present the divide in the Republican Party on the same ticket.  

SARA FAGEN:  



Which is why in many respects, it was a very good pick. To me, I looked at the pick and thought, "Donald 
Trump thinks he can win," and he recognizes he has a problem with a big percentage of the Republican 
base. And this selection reflected it, but you're right. You know, it's a very different era. And Donald 
Trump reflects the times we live, the times don't reflect Donald Trump. And--  

JOY-ANN REID:  

But I think also it shows that Donald Trump doesn't want a Vice President that is going to compete with 
him on the national stage. I mean, there is this sort of sad spectacle of Pence being sort of shunted off to 
then go have dinner at Chili's with his family all by himself. There was no, um,  bromance at all--  

CHUCK TODD:  

But don’t you think the Chili's, but the Chili’s moment felt, would have been a more effective moment, 
Hugh, had the Trumps been with them? I mean, like, where were the Trumps? Having ice cream with you 
know the Pence’s--  

TOM BROKAW:  

Honestly, I don't think the future of the Republicans depends on whether or not he went-- or got the 
attention that he did.  

CHUCK TODD:  

I hear you.  

HUGH HEWITT:  

What Sara just said about, he believes he can win. He needs to win Pennsylvania, Ohio and Michigan. 
We are in the land, welcome to the Brown’s town, I'm wearing my Cleveland tie. He believes he can win 
in Northeastern Ohio where Republicans do not win by using out of work steel workers and people who've 
left the car industry. He believes he can win in Pennsylvania, he believes he can win in Michigan. Pence 
underscores-- the people who are happiest are Rob Portman, Kelly Ayotte, Joe Heck in Nevada because 
here is a traditional conservative who will come and campaign with him and deliver traditional 
conservative--  

CHUCK TODD:  

But with Democrats. But I'll tell you this, Joy, I felt like the Clinton campaign had more information out on 
Mike Pence, their version of information in the last 48 hours than the Trump campaign.  

JOY-ANN REID:  

Absolutely. They had already rolled out their opposition research on Mike Pence, which all had to with 
zeroing in on women and his position on things like abortion and also, zeroing in on LGBT issues. But I 
think what Hugh said, actually, is a valid point. I mean, I just spent a lot of time in Loraine, Ohio talking 
with out of work steelworkers. We did a focus group with seven guys, all over 40, all white males, all of 
whom voted for Barack Obama in '08.  

Six of seven voted for Barack Obama in 2012. And you know what? They're undecided. And a couple of 
them were actually considering Trump and it's because of that issue. It's because they feel despair, they 
feel manufacturing, the bottom has dropped out. And they're taking a look at Trump and some of them 
don't trust Hillary Clinton.  



SARA FAGEN:  

You're going to see a lot of that. And this race is close. Hillary Clinton clearly has an edge. And to me, you 
know, you had your poll you mentioned earlier, the most interesting number in that poll to me was Gary 
Johnson's 11 percent, because he's 4 percent away from getting on the debate stage, which actually 
could give Donald Trump the best chance of winning this election with 40 percent, 43 percent of the vote.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Tom, she also didn't bring up the fact that 6 percent picked Jill Stein, the Green Party.  

SARA FAGEN:  

Yeah, that’s true.  

CHUCK TODD:  

We have nearly one in five voters telling us right now they will vote for a third party. Apparently, including 
Glenn Beck.  

TOM BROKAW:  

Yeah, I think, by the way, one other point about Glenn Beck, if I can briefly, when he said people, they 
don't know what to turn to, in fact, what they're doing is turning to local politics. Cities are working in 
America, states are working in America. It's the rejection of what's going on at the federal level that we're 
witnessing right now and politics as usual in these two parties. But I do think that there will be a lot of 
going across the ballots somewhere else and I think there are going to be a lot of drop outs. I think people 
will go in and vote for the local election, but they'll just leave the Presidential election--  

CHUCK TODD:  

It’s funny you say that. This will be one of those interesting years where Senate campaigns may see more 
votes than the Presidential election.  

TOM BROKAW:  

Yeah.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Anyway, let me pause it here. When we come back, foreign policy tends to force its way into a campaign 
one way or another. The most recent example, the failed coup in Turkey, a critical U.S. ally in the most 
dangerous part of the world. My interview with Secretary of State John Kerry coming up right after this.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Welcome back, this week in Cleveland, we'll produce pictures of hats, buttons and balloons. But on the 
edges of what is affectionately known as "The Q," we might find that the unrest around the world is also 
seeping in--  

***COMMERCIAL BREAK***  



CHUCK TODD:  

Welcome back, this week in Cleveland, we'll produce pictures of hats, buttons and balloons. But on the 
edges of what is affectionately known as "The Q," we might find that the unrest around the world is also 
seeping in. Turkey and France are just a few of the places that are hard to ignore, even if a political party 
is going on right here in Cleveland.  

Secretary of State John Kerry is in Luxembourg after meeting with his Russian counterpart in Moscow, 
where the two countries seemed to get a little closer to making a ceasefire work in Syria. Well, to get 
more on this and all of these events around the world, I'm joined now by the Secretary of State. Mr. 
Secretary, welcome back to Meet the Press.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

SEC. JOHN KERRY:  

Thank you very much, glad to be with you.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Well, it's been a tumultuous week to say the least, between what happened in Nice, the coup in Turkey. 
We've had some both domestic and international events that have come into our shores it feels like the 
last five weeks. A lot of Americans may feel as if the world is coming apart. What do you say to that?  

SEC. JOHN KERRY:  

I say that actually, we're making progress, but I know when you have these spectacular events, it's very 
difficult to measure. But here's the real measure: In Iraq, we are taking back territory very rapidly from 
Daesh, ISIL. ISIL's space is seriously contracting. Similarly in Syria, we're making significant progress. I 
was just in Russia, where we're talking with the Russians about how we can put a cessation more 
effectively into place, which will enable us to go after ISIL, kill ISIL more effectively and get to the political 
process of a transition of dealing with Assad.  

I believe we made progress there. We made significant progress on the ground. But there are fighters, 
Chuck, who have left Syria a year ago, two years ago, three years ago. And there's a process of 
radicalization that takes place, so that one person in one place, as we saw in Orlando or as we just saw in 
Nice, France, has the ability to jump in a truck or go into a nightclub and unfortunately, do terrible 
damage. That is extremely hard for law enforcement to deal with ahead of time, unless there is 
intelligence regarding it.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Right.  

SEC. JOHN KERRY:  

So I believe those events, actually, are efforts by ISIL to try to prove relevance and to try to frighten 
people more. But I do think, with respect to the fight against the leadership, we've taken 130 of their major 
leaders off the battlefield, we are making progress. And this week in Washington--  

CHUCK TODD:  



All right let me, yeah.  

SEC. JOHN KERRY:  

--we'll have 45 nations, defense ministers and foreign ministers gathering in Washington to lay down even 
more plans for how we go forward.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Okay. Let me start with Turkey. It appears as if the coup has been squashed by President Erdogan. I 
know, I've heard your statements, the United States, other allies, support the democratically elected 
leader there. But let me ask you this, are you confident President Erdogan is not going to use this coup to 
essentially grab more power and erode more small-d democracy?  

SEC. JOHN KERRY:  

Well, we think it’s very important that he doesn't do that, obviously. That would be a great challenge to his 
relationship to Europe, to NATO and to all of us. And we have urged them not to reach out so far that 
they're creating doubts about their commitment to the democratic process. And I hope it won't result in 
that.  

CHUCK TODD:  

There are some folks who that believe that a man by the name of Fethullah Gulen, who is in a self-
imposed exile in Pennsylvania, some are trying to point the finger at him for this coup and even talking 
about asking for extradition. You had said that the United States would be open to that if they can prove 
it. Do you believe Mr. Gulen was involved in this at all?  

SEC. JOHN KERRY:  

I have no knowledge, I have no evidence whatsoever at this point in time. But I talked with my foreign 
minister counterpart three times in the last day, and I urged him to compile the evidence that they have as 
rapidly as possible, provide it directly to us through the channels. And I pledged to him that according to 
our extradition treaty, according to our legal process and standards, we will immediately evaluate whether 
or not that evidence is sufficient to merit an extradition.  

But they also have to make a formal request for extradition through the judicial process, they haven't done 
that yet. And that has to be accompanied by evidence and by demonstrated facts, which would lead a 
court to approve the extradition itself. We're not blocking it, we've never had a formal request.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Our time is short here. You brought up the deal that you struck in Russia. We don't know any details of 
this deal, you haven't provided it. What should that tell us? The fact that there are no details to this deal 
and why are you confident that you can work with the Russians? We're going to coordinate air strikes with 
the Russians, a country that you unloaded on not that long ago when they were essentially going into the 
Ukraine and taking Crimea. Why do you trust the Russians on this particular topic in Syria?  

SEC. JOHN KERRY:  

Well, we're still working on the issue of Ukraine and we still haven't resolved the issue of Ukraine. And 
frankly, we've spent a good deal of time in the conversation with President Putin laying down the steps 
that we need to take to deal with Ukraine, also.  



So we're working on a number of different issues. We're also working on Nagorno-Karabakh. But with 
respect to Syria, nothing in what we talked about is based on trust. I'm not sitting here naively trusting 
what the Russians may or may not do. What we have done is laid out a series of steps concretely. Each 
step is the prelude to something else happening. If it doesn't happen, then there won't be that progress. 
But one of the reasons we're not laying it all out for everybody to pick around at is simply that there have 
been disappointments. The cessation of hostilities is not working properly. Assad has not abided by it.  

Russia itself has presented some challenges. So I don't want to raise expectations. I'm trying to lay this 
out in a way that is between us, on a basis of steps taken. And there's no question of any reliance on trust 
or relationship. This has to be proven, step by step. And if it's proven, it has the potential of changing the 
dynamics on the ground. If it isn't, then we have to talk about other options and alternatives.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Secretary Kerry, I have to leave it there. I look forward to having more time with you very soon.  

SEC. JOHN KERRY:  

Thank you.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Thank you sir, you got it.  

SEC. JOHN KERRY:  

Have fun in Cleveland. Have fun in Cleveland.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

Coming up, the election and the growing racial divide in the country, some startling new poll results.  

***COMMERCIAL BREAK***  

CHUCK TODD:  

Welcome back. Just because we're in Cleveland doesn't mean we don't have some data to download. 
This week's data download is a topic that's been on the minds of many Americans, it's the state of race 
relations in this country. You won't be surprised to find out that Americans are feeling the impact of recent 
events in Baton Rouge, Saint Paul and Dallas. President Obama tried to be a unifying voice this week at 
the memorial service in Dallas.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

                                                
PRES. BARACK OBAMA:  

I'm here to insist that we are not as divided as we seem. And I know that because I know America, I know 
how far we've come against impossible odds.  



(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

But the country feels less hopeful and it's reflected in our latest NBC News/Wall Street Journalpoll. Right 
now, race relations are at the lowest point in the history of our poll, more than 25 years. The previous low 
was October of 1995. That was the month of the O.J. Simpson verdict in that criminal trial.  

Back then, 61 percent said race relations were bad, while 34 percent  said they thought race relations 
were good. Well, in our new poll, a whopping 74 percent of all Americans say race relations are bad and 
only 24 percent say they are good -- 50 points underwater in that question.  

And African-Americans particularly are feeling increasingly negative about the country. A standard 
question that we ask, "Is the country headed in the right direction or going off on the wrong track?" Well, 
in January, African Americans were net positive on this question, 18 points ahead on the positive side, 
saying the country was headed in the right direction. Now African Americans are in a negative standpoint, 
minus 22 points, saying the country is headed on the wrong track.  

A 40-point swing in just six months. It's obvious that all of this has had an impact. Finally, we ask, "Which 
candidate would be better in race relations?" Well, neither candidate got a majority. 41 percent said only 
Hillary Clinton, 19 percent said only Donald Trump. But guess what? One in three said neither.  

The next president will have to face these issues in some form or another, the question is whether either 
one of them are ready to do it. When we come back, can either Donald Trump or Hillary Clinton calm 
people's fears about terror and end up winning votes in the process? That's next.  

***COMMERCIAL BREAK***  

CHUCK TODD:  

The panel is back. Before we jump right into-- the convention politics, Tom, I want to go to the question 
that I asked John Kerry, which is this sense of the last five weeks and what it's going to do to the 
American psyche. Orlando. We watched what happened in Nice, we've had a terrorist attack at the 
Istanbul Airport and then, of course, the coup in Turkey. What happened in Saint Paul and Baton Rouge 
and Dallas. All of it collectively is going to have an impact on Americans in ways that I think the 
candidates haven't appreciated yet.  

TOM BROKAW:  

Well, I couldn't agree with you more. I think there is a sense of real terror out there. I mean, I have a 
friend in rural Iowa who is arming himself at this point and taking gun instruction. And I say to him, 
"They're not going to come and find you in a small town in Iowa." But that's representative it seems to me 
of the rising tide of fear. And by the way, there's a mix here. What happened in Dallas was a black man 
who went wild against the Dallas Police Department; what happened obviously in Orlando was a whole 
different motivation altogether, none of which we have any way of getting our hands around.  

Who are these people? What motivates them? And how do we respond to these lone wolves, which is 
effectively what they are? We're not looking at a big mosaic of an organization of some kind. It's 
somebody who goes completely off the rails and decides to take out whatever hatred he has in his heart 
against police, against a gay night club or whatever it is.  

And that's a good reason to be unmoored. I do think that the country has to find a way of collectively 
coming together and dealing with this. And it's got to transcend party lines and cultural lines and 



everything else. I grew up at the beginning of the civil rights movement, I really thought we'd be a different 
country by now. We have elected an African-American President, there is a lot of progress. But the 
hostility out there is really unsettling to me and it's based on pigmentation. People are making judgments 
on the color of his skin, bang, like that. And that's wrong.  

SARA FAGEN:  

You're right that the country has to come together, but how this impacts our politics, you're right, is going 
to also be fascinating. And there are countless examples around the globe, when people are afraid, really 
afraid about their economics, about their safety, they look for the strong man.  

And that is, to me, when you look at attributes in presidential races, which often define who wins and 
loses, strong leader is going to be the most important thing we should be looking at, assuming these 
events continue through the fall, as to how these candidates play on election day.  

JOY-ANN REID:  

But I think there are different sort of reactions. And I think what Tom said is true, is that you're starting to 
see, unfortunately, all of these different, violent acts almost sort of blending together. Because not only do 
you have some pockets of the country that are out in rural parts of the country, arming themselves 
against what they think is ISIS coming to get them, but then you also have fears of just mass shootings, 
period, that are completely domestic in origin.  

We have this interracial tension and negativity that's also cropping up at the same time, but you have 
people in the African-American community saying, "Hey, you know, our big fear is police," right? So you 
have all of these different fears coming together and I don't think we can look at the entire body politic as 
just one, because each of the different groups have different fears.  

CHUCK TODD:  

And that's what I think, I think the politicians are trying to respond individually to each one. And so, you 
know, and they try to respond with what they think they are more comfortable talking about. So maybe 
Republicans want to talk about getting terrorists and Democrats want to talk about, "What are we going to 
do about guns?" But I think the American voter is digesting this much differently.  

HUGH HEWITT:  

I think the campaign has become disconnected from the country and the globe. And I think you're exactly 
right, they're trying to put squares into round holes. And here's what's happened, all presidents being 
human are deeply flawed, but the office usually reveals the flaws. This is the first presidential campaign 
where the flaws of both candidates are dominating the campaign. Hillary Clinton's untrustworthiness, 
Donald Trump's inexperience and bluster. They're not driving the black/white issue, they're not driving the 
Latino/white issue, they're not driving terrorism, lone wolves, they're just not. It's disconnected. It's a 
personality campaign on top of the world in turmoil.  

CHUCK TODD:  

That's a great way of putting it, Tom.  

SARA FAGEN:  

Yeah.  



CHUCK TODD:  

It is, this campaign doesn't feel reflective of what's happening.  

TOM BROKAW:  

Well, and part of the reason for that is there's a lot of people who are qualified to be president and don't 
want to jump into the arena. It's been too tough for them to make that leap, quite honestly, to get involved 
in politics at whatever level, because they find themselves on the front page, everything that they've ever 
done, everything that they own is disclosed out there. I'm not going to pay that price. And we're not 
getting the kind of people who should be coming forward. I know they exist; they exist at universities and 
corporations in small towns and large cities. We've got a lot of really capable people. But the fact is when 
you jump into the political arena at a national level now, you know, we lay them bare there right here on 
this desk and pick them apart. And they say, "It's not worth it to me."  

CHUCK TODD:  

It's a huge problem. All right, quick pause here, we'll be back in 45 seconds with Endgame. And we've 
gotta look ahead. There's going to be big news from the Democrats by the end of the week. Who will 
Hillary Clinton pick as her running mate?  

***COMMERCIAL BREAK***  

CHUCK TODD:  

Back now with Endgame, and speaking of, we're going to get to the Endgame here on the Democratic 
Vice presidential process. What's interesting here, one of the finalists is actually speaking out about the 
job, Tom Vilsack, the current Secretary of Agriculture, former Governor of Iowa is on the very shortest of 
lists. Here, Joy, here's what he said to our cameras yesterday, sort of testing out his anti-Trump rhetoric, 
here it is.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

TOM VILSACK:  

Donald Trump is sort of to politics what Bernie Madoff was to investment. He is selling something that 
people don't fully understand and appreciate what it actually means. And I think, you know, Governor 
Pence, will obviously be a loyal running mate. But I think he's going to have a difficult time with some of 
those positions. Certainly the issues involving Muslims were of a concern to Governor Pence before, I 
can't help but think they're still a concern to him.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

I think nobody might have been happier about the Mike Pence pick than Tom Vilsack because 
Midwestern governor, Midwestern governor.  

JOY-ANN REID:  



Two words, Chuck, Shirley Sherrod. It would be such an incredibly short sighted decision to pick the guy 
that fired Shirley Sherrod on the ticket of the woman who was embracing the first black president as his 
avatar.   

CHUCK TODD:  

This was an African-American USDA--  

JOY-ANN REID:  

Exactly, she made a speech at the NAACP, Breitbart-dot-com misinterpreted her speech, edited portions 
of it and tried to characterize her as a reverse racist. She was fired on her way to work. Tom Vilsack took 
responsibility for it. That is all that you will hear about in African-American communities, Shirley Sherrod.  

CHUCK TODD:  

You may have just ended Tom Vilsack's chances.  

HUGH HEWITT:  

I'm rooting for anyone except Admiral Stavridis, as a Republican. I think the admiral would be a 
checkmate move against us -- his reputation is so extraordinary, his experience so broad, his diplomatic 
skills so honed. But I think we would be in a deep, deep hole if she did go outside of the box and went to 
the admiral.  

CHUCK TODD:  

You know, Tom, Tim Kaine is the frontrunner, nothing about the Pence pick puts--  I don't think the Pence 
pick puts pressure on Hillary Clinton to suddenly feel like, ah, she's got to change strategies here.  

TOM BROKAW:  

No, I think that it did give her a chance to lay back a little bit and say, "All right, how do we counter 
balance that?" I still think that based on what I'm hearing on the inside, Kaine, the senator from Virginia, 
has got a big, big lead, not lead so much, but he's got momentum--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Whatever than means, right, I know, in Hillary's head.  

TOM BROKAW:  

And by the way, at this stage in the process, what she's also doing is taking care of constituencies.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Yep.  

TOM BROKAW:  



Vilsack in the Midwest, Elizabeth Warren with her followers, they're all going to be the great mentioners in 
the next couple of days. What she'll do is pick somebody who can help her. Kaine, border states, 
Spanish-speaking, he was very good at the rally the other day. So we'll see.  

SARA FAGEN:  

I think she'll pick someone who can govern the country. She doesn't need to respond to any of these 
constituencies the way it's being reported. She doesn't need a liberal, she doesn't need a woman. And in 
defense of Tom Vilsack, he's had a very good and respectable career over a very long period of time. And 
one decision I don't think is fair to criticize him for.  

CHUCK TODD:  

It will be interesting. It will pop up, though.  

SARA FAGEN:  

It'll be a discussion and it should be a discussion-- We shouldn't rule out a very qualified person for one 
decision.  

CHUCK TODD:  

All right, before I go, a quick programming note. I'm going to be hosting a special preview of the 
convention tonight at 5 p.m. it’s good old MTP Daily on a Sunday, it'll be on MSNBC. And of course, NBC 
News will be providing live coverage of the Republican National Convention every single day next week. 
I'll be joined by my colleagues Lester Holt and Savannah Guthrie all four nights. It begins tomorrow at 10 
Eastern, I'll see you there. That's all for today. We'll be back next week from Philadelphia and the 
Democratic Convention, because if it's Sunday, it's Meet the Press.  

                                                            * * *END OF TRANSCRIPT* * *  

MTP: TRUMP ON MUSLIM BAN LATEST: 
“DON’T THINK IT’S A ROLLBACK, IT’S AN 
EXPANSION,” “NOW LOOKING AT 
TERRITORIES” 

ALSO: Trump on Clinton’s VP pick: “What happened with the choice of Tim Kaine was a 
slap in the face to Bernie Sanders” PLUS: Sen. Bernie Sanders: Kaine “is more 
conservative than I am” NBC News & MSNBC Continue Convention Coverage This Week 
from Philadelphia 

July 24, 2016 – In a Sunday exclusive interview, Republican presidential nominee Donald 
Trump commented on the latest on proposed Muslim ban, telling moderator Chuck Todd: “You could say 
it's an expansion. I'm looking now at territories. People were so upset when I used the word Muslim. ‘Oh, 
you can't use the word Muslim.’ Remember this. And I'm okay with that, because I'm talking territory 
instead of Muslim.”   



The wide-ranging interview also touched on former Sec. Hillary Clinton’s choice of Virginia Sen. Tim 
Kaine on her ticket, of which Trump told Todd he was “shocked” and that when it comes to Sen. Bernie 
Sanders (I-Vt.), “it's a rigged system against him.” He continued: “What happened with the choice of Tim 
Kaine was a slap in the face to Bernie Sanders and everybody.”   

Watch the interview in full, including Trump on David Duke’s candidacy, Roger Ailes, NATO and 
more: http://nbcnews.to/2aE0FSQ.   

Sen. Sanders also joined the network broadcast, reflecting on Sen. Kaine as the vice presidential 
candidate: “He is more conservative than I am. Would I have preferred to see somebody like an Elizabeth 
Warren selected by Secretary Clinton? Yes, I would have.”  Watch the 
interview:http://nbcnews.to/2akIXpw.   

Chuck also addressed the recent DNC email leaks: “I'm in one of the emails just-- I'm the complaint 
department here sometimes at NBC. Somebody was complaining about coverage. And I said, "Okay, let's 
talk on the phone," or whatever. But we didn't do anything about it, because I get complaints about 
coverage every hour, every day.”   

Also joining the show this morning for insight and analysis were NBC News’ Andrea Mitchell; 
MSNBC’s Chris Matthews and Rachel Maddow; and Michael Steele, former RNC chair and NBC News 
political analyst.  

Tune in today to MSNBC at 5 p.m. ET for “MTP Daily with Chuck Todd,” live from Philadelphia.  

Coverage of the Democratic National Convention continues with NBC News and 
MSNBC:http://nbcnews.to/29UD1mU.   

# # #   

MANDATORY CREDIT: NBC NEWS’ “MEET THE PRESS WITH CHUCK TODD”    

 Mandatory credit to NBC News’ “Meet the Press” on first reference. 
 The onscreen “Meet the Press” credit must be clearly visible and unobstructed at all times in any 

image, video clip, or other form of media. 
 Embedded web video must stream from the NBCNews.com media player with the unobstructed 

credit as described above. 

# # #   

Other videos from this morning’s network broadcast include:   

 Trump Says He Did Not “Rollback” His Muslim Ban http://nbcnews.to/2akJB6k 
 Trump on Convention Speech: “It Was Very Optimistic” http://nbcnews.to/2aDEJHp 
 Trump: Fox’s Ailes a “Very, Very Good Person” http://nbcnews.to/2anJipZ 
 Trump: Romney Lost Because of Taxes http://nbcnews.to/2am4UpY 
 Trump Quickly Rebukes David Duke http://nbcnews.to/2a2si86 
 Trump: I'm Running Against Hillary Clinton, Not 'Rest of the World'http://nbcnews.to/2aDh9KH 
 Panel: Andrea Mitchell: Trump Doesn’t Play by the Rules http://nbcnews.to/29XMSFM 
 Panel: Chris Matthews: Kaine a ‘True, Blue Good Guy” http://nbcnews.to/2aaQcRl 
 #comPRESSed: Watch “Meet the Press” in Less Than Two Minuteshttp://nbcnews.to/2a2vKzD 
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This Sunday, the Democratic National Convention gets underway here in Philadelphia, after a raucous 
and unpredictable Republican convention. That ended with the nomination of Donald Trump.  

DONALD TRUMP:  

I am with you, I will fight for you, and I will win for you.   

CHUCK TODD:  

This morning, my sit-down with Donald Trump on his convention speech.  

DONALD TRUMP:  

The only negative reviews were a little dark.  

CHUCK TODD:  

On whether he's backing off on his Muslim band.  

DONALD TRUMP:  

I actually don't think it's a pull-back. In fact, you could say it's an expansion.  

CHUCK TODD:  

And on Hillary Clinton's choice of Tim Kaine.  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Tim Kaine was a slap in the face to Bernie Sanders.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Plus Hillary Clinton and Tim Kaine hit the road in Florida.  

HILLARY CLINTON:  

Tim Kaine is everything Donald Trump and Mike Pence are not.   

CHUCK TODD:  

But some Bernie Sanders supporters are criticizing the Kaine pick as a sellout to moderates. I'll talk to 
Sanders and get his reaction to that and to the DNC Wikileaks e-mail release. Joining me for insight and 
analysis are MSNBC's Rachel Maddow, former chairman of the RNC, Michael Steele, NBC News Chief 
Foreign Affairs Correspondent, Andrea Mitchell, and host of Hardball and Philadelphia hometown boy, 
Chris Matthews. Trump, Sanders and reactions to the new Democratic ticket. Welcome to Sunday, in a 
special edition of Meet the Press at the Democratic National Convention.  

CHUCK TODD:  



Good Sunday morning. We are at the Wells Fargo Center here in South Philadelphia, home of the NBA 
76ers and the NHL Broad Street Bullies, the Fliers. Democrats have begun to arrive, along with a pretty 
bad heat wave. And beginning tomorrow, they will gather to officially nominate Hillary Clinton as their 
presidential candidate.  

Yesterday in Miami, Clinton was joined by her new running mate, Senator Tim Kaine of Virginia, in an 
upbeat event that was notable simply by the contrast to the disorganized rollout of Donald Trump's 
running mate a week earlier, Mike Pence.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

SEN. TIM KAINE:  

Hillary Clinton, she doesn't insult people, she listens to them. What a novel concept, right? She doesn't 
trash our allies, she respects them. And she'll always have our backs, that is something I am rock solid 
sure of.   

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

We will get to reaction to the new Democratic ticket later in the show, including my interview with Senator 
Bernie Sanders of Vermont in a moment. But first, we're going to talk also about Sanders, about those 
Wikileaks emails and what they may say about DNC favoritism towards Hillary Clinton. But we begin with 
the man who has now taken control of the Republican Party. It's nominee Donald Trump.  

I traveled to Trump National Golf Club in Bedminster, New Jersey, sort of his weekend getaway, last night 
for a face-to-face interview since dropping the word "presumptive," it's his first one, from the nominee title. 
We touched on so much: Tim Kaine, Trump's tax returns, his proposed restrictions on Muslim immigration 
and why he says he alone can fix the country's problems. But I began by asking him how it feels to be the 
Republican nominee for president of the United States.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Well, it really feels great. And we really have a very unified party, other than a very small group of people 
that, frankly, lost. And we have a very unified party. You saw that the other night with the love in the room, 
and the enthusiasm in the room. The enthusiasm, there are people that say they have never seen 
anything like what was going on in that room, especially Thursday night.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Let me tell you, you bring up Thursday night, I've got to ask you about your entrance. Before we get 
serious here. That Monday night entrance was something else. I know you've gotten a lot of feedback on 
it. How’d you come up with it?  

DONALD TRUMP:  

I think I'm a little bit lucky, and a couple of people had that idea and I went along with the idea. And 
everything just worked right. And it was so good that they wanted to do it on Thursday night. I said, 
"Never in a million years, because you'll never get it that way again."  



CHUCK TODD:  

I don't think I've seen that even on WWE.  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Yeah, I know. Well, Vince is a good friend of mine. He called me, he said, "That was a very, very good 
entrance." But I didn't want to do it a second time, because, you know, it never works out the second 
time.  

CHUCK TODD:  

All right, let's go into the speech. I want to put some meat on the bones. But first, let's talk about, you've 
seen some of the positive reviews, some of the negative reviews. Some of the negative has been that it 
was a little dark--  

DONALD TRUMP:  

That's the only thing that--  

CHUCK TODD:  

--that there wasn't enough optimism in it. What would you say? It's not Morning in America.  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Yeah.  

CHUCK TODD:  

What would you say to that?  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Well, I think the only negativity, and, you know, the hate, I call them the haters, and that's fine. But the 
only negative reviews were, "A little dark." And the following day, they had another attack, and then today 
you see what happened in Afghanistan with many, many people killed.  

They have no idea how many, so many killed. Yesterday it was Munich. And you know, I know they're 
saying, "Maybe it wasn't terrorism. Maybe it was just a crazy guy." But in the meantime he's screaming, 
"Allahu Akbar," as he's shooting people, so, you know, we'll see how that turns out. And all of a sudden 
people are saying, "Maybe it wasn't dark at all." But the only thing that some people said, "It was a little 
dark. It was a little bit tough."  

CHUCK TODD:  

Do you think it was a little dark?  

DONALD TRUMP:  

No, oh, I thought it was very optimistic. To me, it was an optimistic speech, because--  



CHUCK TODD:  

What makes it optimistic in your view?  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Because we're going to stop the problems. We're going to stop the problems. In other words, sure, I talk 
about the problems, but we're going to solve the problems.   

CHUCK TODD:  

One of the phrases you used, "I alone can fix it." And to some people, that sounded almost too strong-
mannish for them. Do you understand that criticism and what do you make of it?  

DONALD TRUMP:  

I'll tell you, part of it was I'm comparing myself to Hillary. And we know Hillary, and we look at her record. 
Her record has been a disaster. And I am running against Hillary. It's not like I'm running against the rest 
of the world. I know people that are very, very capable that could do a very good job, but they could never 
get elected.  

I can tell you right now. I can give you ten names of people that would do an extraordinary job, but there's 
no way they could ever get elected. They wouldn't know where to begin. It wouldn't be for them. But for 
governing, they would be good. I'm running and, you know, against one person.  

CHUCK TODD:  

You said there would be consequences for any company that tried to move a factory out. What--  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Absolutely, so simple--  

CHUCK TODD:  

--what is the consequence? Let's start with, you bring up Carrier a lot.  

DONALD TRUMP:  

It's so simple--  

(OVERTALK)  

CHUCK TODD:  

Right, I understand that. But explain the consequences--  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Okay, here's the consequence--  



CHUCK TODD:  

What would it be?  

DONALD TRUMP:  

So Carrier comes in, they announce they're moving to Mexico, they fire all their people in Indiana, and 
they say, "Hi, well, here we are in Mexico, you know, enjoy your plant, enjoy the rest of your life," and you 
hire people from Mexico, okay? Now they make their product and they put it into the United States.  

Well, we will have a very strong border, by the way, but they put it into the United States and we don't 
charge them tax. There will be a tax to be paid. If they're going to fire all their people, move their plant to 
Mexico, build air conditioners, and think they're going to sell those air conditioners to the United States, 
there's going to be a tax.  

CHUCK TODD:  

What kind of tax are you thinking?  

DONALD TRUMP:  

It could be 25 percent. It could be 35 percent. It could be 15 percent. I haven't determined. And it could be 
different for different companies. We have been working on trying to stop this government, because we 
don't know what we're doing. And not only Obama, they've been trying to stop this from before Obama. 
But they don't know. You know, they've done, they've tried lower interest loans, they've tried zero interest 
loans, these guys--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Well, some of these things aren't going to get through the World Trade Organization. There's--  

DONALD TRUMP:  

It doesn’t matter. Then we're going to renegotiate or we're going to pull out. These trade deals are a 
disaster, Chuck. World Trade Organization is a disaster.  

CHUCK TODD:  

You know the concern on some of this--  

DONALD TRUMP:  

NAFTA is a disaster--  

CHUCK TODD:  

-- is that it would rattle the world economy. Look what Brexit did to the world economy. Investors got 
rattled.   

DONALD TRUMP:  

What did it do? What did it do?  



CHUCK TODD:  

Now you--  

DONALD TRUMP:  

The stock market's higher now than it was when it happened. And by the way, I'm the only one of all of 
these people at the higher level of the wonderful world of politics, I'm the only one that said, "Brexit's 
going to happen." Remember, I was asked the question. I said, "Yeah, I think they're going to approve it. I 
think they want independence. I don't think they want people pouring into their country." And I was--  

CHUCK TODD:  

You're not worried about, you think a fractured Europe is good for America?  

DONALD TRUMP:  

No, no. But we're spending a lot of money on Europe. Don't forget, Europe got together, why, primarily did 
they get together? So that they could beat the United States when it comes to making money, in other 
words, foreign trade--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Economic--  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Okay? And now we talk about Europe like it's so wonderful. Hey, I love Europe, I have property in Europe. 
I'm just saying, the reason that it got together was like a consortium so that it could compete with the 
United States--  

CHUCK TODD:  

So what you're saying is all this stuff is good for America, even if it's not good for Europe?  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Look, you take a look at Airbus. They make more planes now than Boeing, okay? They got together, all of 
these countries got together so that they could beat the United States. Okay, so we're in competition. So 
you know, we're in competition in one way, we're helping them in another way. It is so messed up.   

CHUCK TODD:  

The Muslim ban. I think you've pulled back from it, but you tell me.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

DONALD TRUMP:  

We must immediately suspend immigration from any nation that has been compromised by terrorism until 
such time as proven vetting mechanisms have been put in place.  



(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

This feels like a slight rollback--  

DONALD TRUMP:  

I don't think that's--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Should it be interpreted--  

DONALD TRUMP:  

I don't think so. I actually don't think it's a rollback. In fact, you could say it's an expansion. I'm looking 
now at territories. People were so upset when I used the word Muslim. Oh, you can't use the word 
Muslim. Remember this. And I'm okay with that, because I'm talking territory instead of Muslim.  

But just remember this: Our Constitution is great. But it doesn't necessarily give us the right to commit 
suicide, okay? Now, we have a religious, you know, everybody wants to be protected. And that's great. 
And that's the wonderful part of our Constitution. I view it differently.  

Why are we committing suicide? Why are we doing that? But you know what? I live with our Constitution. 
I love our Constitution. I cherish our Constitution. We're making it territorial. We have nations and we'll 
come out, I'm going to be coming out over the next few weeks with a number of the places. And it's very 
complex--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Well I was just going to say--  

DONALD TRUMP:  

--we have problems in Germany and we have problems with France--  

CHUCK TODD:  

I was just going to ask that. Will this limitt--  

DONALD TRUMP:  

You know, so it's not just the countries with--  

CHUCK TODD:  

--would this limit immigration from France?  

DONALD TRUMP:  



What we're going to have is a thing called--  

CHUCK TODD:  

They've been compromised by terrorism.  

DONALD TRUMP:  

They have totally been. And you know why? It's their own fault. Because they allowed people to come 
into their territory--  

CHUCK TODD:  

So you would toughen up. You're basically saying, "Hey, if the French want to come over here, you've got 
to go through an extra check."  

DONALD TRUMP:  

It's their own fault, because they've allowed people over years to come into their territory. And that's why 
Brexit happened, okay? Because the U.K. is saying, "We're tired of this stuff, what's going on, we're tired 
of." But listen to this--  

CHUCK TODD:  

You could get to the point where you're not allowing a lot of people to come into this country from a lot of 
places.  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Maybe we get to that point. Chuck, look what's happening. Look at what just took place in Afghanistan, 
where they blow up a whole shopping center with people, they have no idea how many people were even 
killed. Happened today. So we have to be smart and we have to be vigilant and we have to be strong. We 
can't be the stupid people--  

CHUCK TODD:  

So France, Germany, Spain--  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Here's my plan--  

CHUCK TODD:  

--places that have been compromised?  

DONALD TRUMP:  

--here is what I want: Extreme vetting. Tough word. Extreme vetting.  

CHUCK TODD:  



What does that look like?  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Tough. We're going to have tough standards. And if a person can't prove--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Give me one.  

DONALD TRUMP:  

--that they're from an area, and if a person can't prove what they have to be able to prove, they're not 
coming into this country. And I would stop the Syrian migration and the Syrian from coming into this 
country in two seconds. Hillary Clinton wants to take 550 percent more people coming in from that area 
than Barack Obama. I think she's crazy. I think she's crazy. We have no idea who these people are for 
the most part, and you know, because I've seen them on different shows--  

CHUCK TODD:  

All right.  

DONALD TRUMP:  

--but more importantly, I've read about it. I study it. There is no way that you can vet some of these 
people. There is no way. Law enforcement officials, I've had them in my office. I've talked to them.  

CHUCK TODD:  

You realize some of these folks have nowhere to go? They're truly victims of this civil war, what do you do 
with them?  

DONALD TRUMP:  

We will help them and we will build safe havens over in Syria, and we will get Gulf States--  

CHUCK TODD:  

We, the United States are going to build these safe havens?  

DONALD TRUMP:  

We, the United States, we'll get Gulf States to pay for it, because we right now, we're going to have $21 
trillion very soon, trillion, in debt. We will do safe havens and safe zones in Syria and we will get nations 
that are so wealthy that are not doing anything. They're not doing much. They have nothing but money. 
And you know who I'm talking about, the Gulf States. And we will get them to pay for it. We would lead it. I 
don't want to pay because our country is going down the tubes. We owe too much money.  

CHUCK TODD:  

All right. Let me move to something with NATO. Mitch McConnell said this about your NATO remarks in 
the New York Times. He said it was a rookie mistake, and that once you, let me finish the comment here. 



“It’s a rookie mistake, and it proves that Trump needs people like us around to help steer him in the right 
direction on some basic things."  

DONALD TRUMP:  

He's 100 percent wrong. Okay? He's 100 percent wrong if he said that. I didn't hear he said that--  

CHUCK TODD:  

He did say it.  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Okay, fine, fine--  

CHUCK TODD:  

New York Times--  

DONALD TRUMP:  

If he said that, he's 100 percent wrong. And frankly it's sad. We have NATO, and we have many countries 
that aren't paying for what they're supposed to be paying, which is already too little, but they're not paying 
anyway. And we're giving them a free ride or giving them a ride where they owe us tremendous amounts 
of money. And they have the money. But they're not paying it. You know why? Because they think we’re 
stupid--  

CHUCK TODD:  

So Estonia is paying, and if they get invaded by Russia, you're there?  

DONALD TRUMP:  

I feel differently. I feel very differently--  

CHUCK TODD:  

But if a country's not doing -- Britain hasn’t done the two percent.  

DONALD TRUMP:  

We have countries that aren't paying. Now, this goes beyond NATO, because we take care of-- we take 
care of Japan, we take care of Germany, we take care of South Korea, we take care of Saudi Arabia, and 
we lose on everything. We lose on everything. If Mitch McConnell says that, then he's wrong.  

So all I'm saying is they have to pay. Now, a country gets invaded, they haven't paid, everyone says, "Oh, 
but we have a treaty." Well, they have a treaty too. They're supposed to be paying. We have countries 
within NATO that are taking advantage of us. With me, I believe they're going to pay. And when they pay, 
I'm a big believer in NATO.  



But if they don't pay, we don't have, you know, Chuck, this isn't 40 years ago. This isn't 50 years ago. It's 
not 30 years ago. We're a different country today. We're much weaker, our military is depleted, we owe 
tremendous amounts of money. We have to be reimbursed. We can no longer be the stupid country.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

When we come back, what Donald Trump says about David Duke, Bernie Sanders, and whether he really 
plans to spend millions for the sole purpose of defeating Ted Cruz and John Kasich. Sanders about 
Trump and about his reaction to Tim Kaine becoming Hillary Clinton's running mate. We're in 
Philadelphia, site of the Democratic National Convention. Stay with us.  

***COMMERCIAL BREAK***  

CHUCK TODD:  

Such a beautiful city here. Welcome back. More now of my interview with Donald Trump at The Trump 
National Golf Club in Bedminster, New Jersey. And since we had a limited amount of time, I ended up 
speeding things up by asking Trump for some quick reaction to simply some very prominent names in the 
news.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

I'm just going to literally throw out a name and you'll know the question I'm asking. Bernie Sanders.  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Great respect for what he's done. He is being taken advantage of, and frankly, the system was rigged, 
and I'm the first one to say it was rigged against him. And by the way--  

CHUCK TODD:  

You took after him. You took after him. You said for supporting Hillary Clinton, you think he needs to--  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Well, I'm not a fan of Bernie Sanders. But I am a fan of one thing that he talks about: Trade. He is the only 
one on that side that understands trade. Now, he can't do anything about it because that's not his thing. 
But he has been gamed. He has been, it's a rigged system against him. And what happened with the 
choice of Tim Kaine was a slap in the face to Bernie Sanders and everybody. I was shocked. I love it from 
my standpoint, I love--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Why do you love the Kaine pick?  

DONALD TRUMP:  



Well, first of all, he took over $160,000 of gifts. And they said, "Well, they weren't really gifts, they were 
suits and trips and lots of different things," all for 160--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Legal, legal in the state of Virginia.  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Bob McDonnell-- I believe it was Bob McDonnell, in the meantime, he had to go to the United States 
Supreme Court to get out of going to jail--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Well, they proved to quid pro quo--  

DONALD TRUMP:  

--for taking a fraction of what--  

CHUCK TODD:  

They proved quid pro quo on that one.  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Excuse me, Bob McDonnell took a fraction of what Kaine took. And I think, to me, it's a big problem. Now, 
how do you take all these gifts? Hundreds of thousands of dollars. The other thing about him, he's bought 
and owned by the banks. And the third thing, he's in favor of TPP and every other trade deal that he's 
ever looked at. And that means he wants people not to work.  

Now, he's going to change his tune. And I understand he's now going to say, "I'm against TPP." Hillary 
Clinton was totally in favor of TPP, which is the job killer, right? So was he. When she watched me on 
your show and other shows, all of a sudden she changed, because she knows she can't win that in a 
debate.  

CHUCK TODD:  

All right. Ted Cruz, I'm going to amend it, are you really going to fund a super PAC to help defeat him--  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Well, it's not the number one thing on my mind. Look, what's on my mind is beating Hillary Clinton. What's 
on my mind is winning for the Republican Party. With that being said, yeah, I'll probably do a super PAC, 
you know, when they run against Kasich, for $10 million to $20 million, against Ted Cruz. And maybe one 
other person that I'm thinking about--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Who’s that other one person?  

DONALD TRUMP:  



--but I won't tell you that. I mean, he's actually such a small person, I hate to give him the publicity. But 
yes, I will probably do that at the appropriate at time. But I'm not going to do that until--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Oh, give me the small person here.  

DONALD TRUMP:  

No, no, don't worry about it. We'll give it to you another time.  

CHUCK TODD:  

All right, let me ask you about this one. David Duke announced his Senate candidacy claiming your 
agenda for his own, or essentially saying, "Glad that you spoke out."  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Are you ready, before you ask the question?  

CHUCK TODD:  

Newt Gingrich said, "Every Republican should repudiate this guy no matter what it takes"--  

DONALD TRUMP:  

I did. And I do. Are you ready? I want--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Would you support a Democrat over David Duke if that was what was necessary to defeat him?  

DONALD TRUMP:  

I guess, depending on who the Democrat, but the answer would be yes. Look, the answer is, as quick as 
you can say it. In fact, I went to answer you before you--  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Because last time with another person in your position, I did it very quickly. And they said, "He didn't do it 
fast enough." Rebuked. Is that okay? Rebuked, done--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Rebuked, done. Okay. Tax returns. A lot of conspiracy theories are being out there about why-- what’s in 
your tax returns. You would get rid of all these conspiracy theories tomorrow--  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Let me tell you--  



CHUCK TODD:  

Probably make people look silly--  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Let me tell you. Let me give you a little lesson on tax returns. First of all, you don't learn very much from a 
tax return. I put in to the federal elections group 100 and some-odd pages of my financials. It showed, as 
you know, that I'm much wealthier than anybody even understood, okay? Tremendous cash, tremendous 
assets, tremendous all that stuff. Okay, that's it. I'm going through a routine audit. Just a routine audit, and 
I've had it for I think 14 years, 13 years--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Why?  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Every year they audit me. It's routine government. I would never give my tax returns until the audit's 
finished. But remember this: Mitt Romney, four years ago, was under tremendous pressure to give his tax 
returns. And he held it and held it and held it, and he fought it, and he, you know, he didn't do too well, 
okay? But he didn't do anything wrong on his taxes. When he gave his tax returns, people forget, not 
now. He gave them in September, before the election--  

CHUCK TODD:  

So you still might release them--  

DONALD TRUMP:  

No, wait a minute, wait a minute. When he did, and his tax returns are a tiny peanut compared to mine, 
they went through his tax returns. And they found one little sentence, another little-- there was nothing 
wrong. And they made him look bad. In fact I think he lost his election because of that.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Because of the tax returns?  

DONALD TRUMP:  

I think he lost. And I'll tell you why: He didn't do anything wrong. Mitt Romney did nothing wrong. But they 
would take out of, his weren’t too big. Have you ever seen mine with the picture, they're like this high?  

CHUCK TODD:  

I have seen that picture, yes.  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Okay, so they took his tax return and they found a couple of little things. Nothing wrong, just standard. 
And they made him look very bad, very unfair. But with all that said, I'd love to give them, but I'm under 
audit. When the audit's finished I'll give them.  



CHUCK TODD:  

Finally, Roger Ailes. Is he helping you? Is he advising you?  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Well, I don't want to comment. But he's been a friend of mine for a long time, and I can tell you that some 
of the women that are complaining, I know how much he's helped them. And even recently, and when 
they write books that are fairly recently released, and they say wonderful things about him.  

And now all of a sudden they're saying these horrible things about him. It's very sad. Because he's a very 
good person. I've always found him to be just a very, very good person. And by the way, a very, very 
talented person. Look what he's done. So I feel very badly. But a lot of people are thinking he's going to 
run my campaign.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Yeah, well--  

DONALD TRUMP:  

My campaign's doing pretty well.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Mr. Trump, until we meet again.  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Thank you very much--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Thank you for your time, sir, appreciate it.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

Up next, the man who had hoped to be the candidate being nominated by Democrats right here in 
Philadelphia this week, Senator Bernie Sanders of Vermont. What does he think of those leaked DNC e-
mails? We'll get his first comments since it happened. We're going to be right back in just a minute.  

***COMMERCIAL BREAK***  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

Tremendous shots there of a beautiful city. Welcome back. It's not the kind of thing you want happening 
days before your convention. This weekend, Wikileaks released nearly 20,000 emails sent and received 



by members of the Democratic National Committee, some of which seem to confirm what a lot of people 
had suspected, that the DNC was playing favorites with Hillary Clinton over Bernie Sanders.  

It appears Wikileaks either stole these emails or got them from a source. Remember, the DNC was 
hacked a few months ago. Among the emails was one from the DNC's Chief Financial Officer Brad 
Marshall that was looking ahead to the contests in Kentucky and West Virginia in early May. While not 
mentioning Sanders specifically by name, the email appeared to question Sanders' faith.  

He wrote this, quote: "Does he believe in a god? I think I read he is an atheist. This could make several 
points difference with my peeps. My Southern Baptist peeps would draw a big difference between a Jew 
and an atheist." Well, Sanders has long believed that DNC Chair Debbie Wasserman Schultz was in 
Clinton's corner the whole campaign. Well, he joins me now. Senator Sanders, welcome back to Meet the 
Press.  

And I should note that you talked about your belief in God last fall in an interview, I think, with your 
hometown paper there, so want to get that out of the way. So let me start with this question questioning 
your faith. Brad Marshall apologized on Facebook. Has anyone apologized to you personally? And what 
is your response to this entire discussion?  

BERNIE SANDERS:  

Well, no, nobody has apologized to me. And as you just mentioned, this really does not come as a shock 
to me or my supporters. There is no question but the DNC was on Secretary Clinton's side from day one. 
We all know that. And I think, as I have said a long time ago, that the time is now for Debbie Wasserman 
Schultz to step aside, not only for these issues.  

We need a Democratic Party that is open, that’s going to bring young people and working people into it, 
that is going to stand up and take on the big money interests and fight for working families. I don't think 
Debbie has been that type of leader. So I would hope, and I said this many months ago, that she would--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Right.  

BERNIE SANDERS:  

--step aside, we would have new leadership.  

CHUCK TODD:  

And do you think it needs to happen now, today, before the start of the convention?  

BERNIE SANDERS:  

Well--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Would that help calm some of your supporters down?  

BERNIE SANDERS:  



Well, I think what is already happening is that it's clear she is not going to be speaking to the convention. 
That is the right thing. I think right now what we have got to focus on as Democrats is defeating perhaps 
the worst Republican candidate that I have seen in my lifetime. Donald Trump would be a disaster for this 
country. He must be defeated.  

We've got to elect Secretary Clinton on every single issue: fighting for the middle class on health care, on 
climate change, is a far, far superior candidate to Trump. That's where I think the focus has got to be.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Do you believe that the DNC's apparent favoritism cost you this race?  

BERNIE SANDERS:  

Well, I think you-- there are a lot of reasons why one loses. We started off 50 points behind Secretary 
Clinton. We had the opposition of virtually the entire Democratic leadership in every state in this country. 
And by the way, in terms of media, we did not get the kind of media attention that somebody like a Donald 
Trump got, because media is not necessarily interested in the issues facing the middle class, more 
interested in attacks in personality. So I think there were a lot of reasons.  

But I will tell you this, Chuck, from the bottom of my heart, I am extraordinarily proud of the campaign that 
we ran. The issues that we raised, the fact that we got 13 million Americans to vote for a political 
revolution. People who know the economy is rigged in favor of big money, people who know that our 
middle class continues to decline and we have to go outside of establishment politics and economics, 
people who know that we need to reform a broken criminal justice system and we need comprehensive 
immigration reform.  

The people-- what we did in our campaign is bring people together to say, "You know what? This country, 
our government, belongs to all of us and not just a few." So I am very proud of the campaign we ran and 
the supporters that came on board.  

CHUCK TODD:  

So just to sum up here, these leaks, these emails, it hasn't given you any pause about your support for 
Hillary Clinton?  

BERNIE SANDERS:  

No, no, no. We are going to do everything that we can to protect working families in this country. And 
again, Chuck, I know media is not necessarily focused on these things. But what a campaign is about is 
not Hillary Clinton, it's not Donald Trump. It is the people of this country, people who are working longer 
hours for lower wages, people who do not have health care or are underinsured.  

Hillary Clinton and I have worked together on a higher education proposal which will guarantee free 
tuition in public colleges and universities for every family in this country making $125,000 a year or less. 
We're going to fight for paid family and medical leave. Those are the issues that the American people 
want to hear discussed, and I'm going to go around the country discussing them and making sure that 
Hillary Clinton is elected president.  

CHUCK TODD:  

You know, The Green Party presumptive nominee, Jill Stein, put out a release yesterday about the 
emails. And she said this: "Democratic Party elites have been caught red-handed, sabotaging a 



grassroots campaign that tried to bring huge numbers of young people, independents and non-voters into 
their party. Instead, they have shown exactly why America needs a new major party, a truly democratic 
party for the people." Are you going to urge your supporters not to support Jill Stein and try to thwart her 
efforts to recruit your supporters?  

BERNIE SANDERS:  

Well, you know, let me just say this. As the longest serving Independent in the history of the United States 
Congress, as somebody who came into office by defeating an incumbent Democratic mayor in Burlington, 
Vermont, I know something about third party politics. And I respect Jill.  

But right now, the focus, to my mind, is to make sure that Donald Trump does not become president of 
the United States. I think by temperament he is unqualified to be president. I think his views-- you have a 
guy who's running for president who rejects science, doesn't even believe climate change is real, let alone 
wants to do something about it, wants to give hundreds of billions of dollars in tax breaks to the top two-
tenths of one percent.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Let me ask you--  

BERNIE SANDERS:  

So my job right now is to see that Donald Trump is defeated, Hillary Clinton is elected.  

CHUCK TODD:  

You know, he makes a big deal out of the fact that you and he agree on one big issue, and that is trade 
deals, that these trade deals have been bad for the country. And he basically says that Clinton and Kaine, 
as a ticket, aren’t-- that their opposition, for instance, the TPP as sort of Johnny-come-lately, that it can't 
be trusted, and that Sanders supporters should support Trump if they care about trade. What do you say 
to that?  

BERNIE SANDERS:  

Well, I think in terms of who can be trusted, I think the evidence is clear that there has been no candidate 
that I have ever seen who lies more often than does Donald Trump. I mean and that's just not me saying 
it, that's what any independent media analysis has shown. So in terms of trust, you really can't trust a 
word, I think, that Mr. Trump has to say.  

In terms of the TPP, it is no secret. I think our trade policies, for many, many years, have been a disaster. 
They have benefited corporate America at the expense of working people. Secretary Clinton has come 
out in opposition to the TPP, does not want to see it--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Right.  

BERNIE SANDERS:  

--appear in the lame duck Congress. That's my view, as well.  



CHUCK TODD:  

You know, some of your supporters are disappointed in the pick of Tim Kaine, that he's not progressive 
enough. I know Tim Kaine called you after he was picked. Do you consider Tim Kaine a progressive? And 
are you happy with this pick?  

BERNIE SANDERS:  

Look, you know, the pick is Secretary Clinton's. I've known Tim Kaine for a number of years. We've 
served in the Senate together, obviously. Tim is a very, very smart guy. He's a very nice guy. His political 
views are not my political views. He is more conservative than I am. Would I have preferred to see 
somebody like an Elizabeth Warren selected by Secretary Clinton? Yes, I would have.  

CHUCK TODD:  

And then finally, do you feel as if, that you, when you got Glass-Steagall, I wanted to ask about this, 
because it looks like the one thing that both parties may agree on in their platforms is putting-- is being in 
favor of reinstating Glass-Steagall. Does this mean we will see that happen in the next Congress?  

BERNIE SANDERS:  

Well, I'm going to do everything that I can to make it happen. You know, when we talk about our 
campaign, one of the things that we have been able to do, Chuck, is create the most progressive 
Democratic platform in the history of the Democratic Party, and that includes breaking up the large Wall 
Street banks and reestablishing Glass-Steagall.  

I think the American people understand that we cannot continue to have a handful of reckless, 
irresponsible banks often acting illegally, that something has to happen. They have to be broken up.  

CHUCK TODD:  

All right, Senator Bernie Sanders. The big speech is tomorrow night. We'll be waiting for you here in a 
very, very hot Philadelphia, over 100 degrees.  

BERNIE SANDERS:  

Okay.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Senator Sanders, thanks for coming on. Good to see you, sir.  

BERNIE SANDERS:  

Thank you very much.  

CHUCK TODD:  

When we come back, reaction to Hillary Clinton's choice of Tim Kaine as a running mate, who showed 
why he might have appeal, unique appeal, to a very important voting bloc.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  



SEN. TIM KAINE:  

Aprendilo valores de mi pueblo--faith, familia, y trabajo.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD  

And we’ll be back in a moment from Philadelphia with this great panel. Rachel Maddow, Michael Steele, 
Andrea Mitchell, and Chris Matthews. Stay tuned.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

And we'll be back in a moment from Philadelphia with this great panel, Rachel Maddow, Michael Steele, 
Andrea Mitchell, and Chris Matthews. Stay tuned.  

***COMMERCIAL TAPE***  

CHUCK TODD:  

We are back. So much to talk about already. Our panel is here, Rachel Maddow, host of The Rachel 
Maddow Show on MSNBC, former chairman of the Republican National Committee, Michael Steele, he’s 
sort of the fish out of water here in Philadelphia. Andrea Mitchell, NBC News, Chief Foreign Affairs 
Correspondent, host, of course, of Andrea Mitchell Reports on MSNBC. And a Philadelphia native 
himself, Mr. Brotherly Love Chris Matthews, host of Hardball--  

RACHEL MADDOW:  

Mr. Brotherly Love?  

CHRIS MATTHEWS:  

And sisterly affection.  

CHUCK TODD:  

--Sisterly affection here for the Penn grad.  

CHUCK TODD:  

And-- this morning by the way we have new pictures of Tim Kaine walking into church this morning in 
Richmond, Virginia. He now realizes, and now his parish is realizing, what it's like to have Secret Service 
following around a member of the parish there. All right.  

RACHEL MADDOW:  

Know what his Secret Service name is going to be yet?  

CHUCK TODD:  



What do we think the code name should be?  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

But we're not sure--  

RACHEL MADDOW:  

Well, the big joke was that if you're boring enough, your Secret Service name is Tim Kaine.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Ooh.  

RACHEL MADDOW:  

Right? That--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Those are old Johnny Carson and Jay Leno, Al Gore jokes--  

CHUCK TODD:  

All right, you guys are having already too much fun.  

RACHEL MADDOW:  

Sorry, sorry.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Let me just throw it out here. We heard what Bernie Sanders said about Tim Kaine. It was, that was 
tougher than I expected.  

RACHEL MADDOW:  

"His politics are not my politics."  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

That’s really --  

RACHEL MADDOW:  

"He does not share my political views." That's an aggressive take from Bernie. I'm not surprised. Bernie's 
an aggressive politician. And I think when Senator Sanders speaks at the DNC, I think everybody's going 
to be on the edge of their seat. I think that he is not going to pull a Ted Cruz because he's already made 
an endorsement.  

CHUCK TODD:  



Well, he said, "I'm for Hillary,” and he was tough on Trump.  

RACHEL MADDOW:  

Yeah. And but he doesn't relish going after Trump. He likes going after the Democratic Party to try to 
move the Democratic Party. That's his target, always has been.  

MICHAEL STEELE:  

It's still obvious, he's not ‘Feeling the Bern’ for Hillary. And that was very obvious. And when you asked 
about the trust question, he didn't say he trusted Hillary Clinton. He said he didn't trust Donald Trump. So 
the reality of it is there's still some tension there that Bernie is reflecting among his supporters. And it was 
evident there. I mean--  

RACHEL MADDOW:  

He's got a mission that's bigger than one election. He always has.  

MICHAEL STEELE:  

That's true.  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

And in fact, he could quiet the march that is planned to go from the center of Center City, and Rittenhouse 
Square all the way down at Independence Hall. This march is going to disrupt the city today, no matter 
how peaceful, because this is a city, in 100-degree heat, that is planning for a convention. And it's going 
to be a very large outpouring. He also said--  

CHUCK TODD:  

And by the way, the hotter it is, the crankier people will be.  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

Yeah. And he also says that Tim Kaine doesn't share his politics, not only that, but that he would have 
preferred Elizabeth Warren. He made it very clear; Tim Kaine is a nice guy, but he's not endorsing or 
embracing someone who Hillary Clinton --   

CHUCK TODD:  

There's a painful look in your face, Chris.  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

--called Tim Kaine a progressive.  

CHRIS MATTHEWS:  

He didn't get to pick. Hillary Clinton did. And I've watched Hillary Clinton. I've watched a lot of politicians 
over the years. You can tell when they're actually happy, not when they fake the laugh or anything else. 



She looked delighted during his speech yesterday. And I haven't seen her that delighted in a long time. 
She had found her guy to be her running mate. I think she loved it.  

And I think one thing we're getting all excited about, I understand why the progressives are upset. But one 
thing historically we all know is the selection of a vice president is a poor predictor of the direction of that 
administration.  

RACHEL MADDOW:  

Yeah.  

CHRIS MATTHEWS:  

FDR picked John Nance Garner--  

RACHEL MADDOW:  

It’s not a policy pick.  

CHRIS MATTHEWS:  

Kennedy picked another conservative from the south, Lyndon Johnson, relatively conservative. And then 
we got the New Deal out of that and we got the Great Society we got the New Frontier. It's a poor 
predictor. Now, if this is about spoils, they've got an argument. They wanted a piece of the action. But 
there's differences between spoils and direction.  

CHUCK TODD:  

I want to throw out the one thing that Trump's trying to hit Kaine on, well, two things. But the one big one 
is the gifts in Virginia.  

RACHEL MADDOW:  

Yeah.  

CHUCK TODD:  

I only throw it out there is that I heard Ed Rendell ask to defend it. And he struggled, Andrea. He said, 
"Well, it's illegal in Pennsylvania."   

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

Virginia--   

CHUCK TODD:  

Okay. And it's legal in Virginia. That wasn't exactly a resounding defense.  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  



Yeah. Virginia has a very strange, let's face it, strange gift law. The difference with Bob McDonnell, who 
was convicted, and then the Supreme Court overturned it, is there was no quid pro quo. He declared it. 
That was the main thing. He declared everything, put it down, in fact, computed higher numbers to 
staying in friends' houses. He put everything down. He was meticulous about it.  

So they don't think there's a big ethics thing. Just on his progressivity or lack of it, he has this civil rights 
background. I mean I was in the room. And what you saw on T.V. yesterday in Miami, in that largely 
Hispanic campus, that wonderful campus in Miami, it was extraordinary. The enthusiasm for him and the 
affection. And having watched her all of these years, you're absolutely right, Chris--  

CHUCK TODD:  

You know--  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

--she found her guy. She was a happy camper.  

RACHEL MADDOW:  

He’s not a progressive, but they will tell a very progressive story about his history. The party has moved to 
the left while he sort of always been a solid liberal.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Both of them are trying to--  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

Yeah.  

CHUCK TODD:  

I feel like both Clinton and Kaine are trying to catch up to the party's movement.  

CHRIS MATTHEWS:  

That’s so true.  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

Well, on guns he was always there. He was heroic in Virginia on gun laws.  

CHUCK TODD:  

That they're moving-- and Michael, let me ask you this. The Trump camping says, "We love the Kaine 
pick." And here's their reasoning. They love the Kaine pick because it reinforces that they’re the political 
professionals, that here's Tim Kaine, and all he's done in life, is been in office for the last 25 years.  

MICHAEL STEELE:  



Right.  

CHUCK TODD:  

And the whole point of Trump is Trump's Mr. "I'm the total outsider.” If they want to double down on that, 
fine, go ahead. What do you say?   

RACHEL MADDOW:  

Except Mike Pence  

MICHAEL STEELE:   

Right, right, right.   

CHUCK TODD:   

They pay no attention to that. I brought that brought to them. I said, "What about Pence?" And they're like, 
"Well, it's the top of the ticket.”  

MICHAEL STEELE:  

"Ignore that man behind the curtain."  

CHUCK TODD:  

What do you say to that? Did they have a point or not?  

MICHAEL STEELE:  

Well, they'll have a-- I think the broader point, is an interesting one. Because what he's comparing 
himself-- he's comparing himself, Trump, to Kaine--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Right.  

MICHAEL STEELE:  

--and Clinton. So it's me and against them.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Yeah.  

MICHAEL STEELE:  

Pence is not a part of that equation, necessarily.  

RACHEL MADDOW:  



Yeah.  

MICHAEL STEELE:  

So when he's talking about the maverick, the outsider, he's-- he's assuming his ticket is total that.  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

Well, Pence wasn’t even a part of his own rollout.  

MICHAEL STEELE:  

Right.  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

If you remember. And that was--  

RACHEL MADDOW:  

He couldn’t get a word in edgewise.   

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

Hillary Clinton spoke about Tim Kaine--  

MICHAEL STEELE:  

I think their strength, Chuck, is gonna be on the argument-- this notion that Tim Kaine is progressive is 
just not believable. And for a whole host of reasons. I think that's an opening for a lot of folks on Trump's 
side.  

RACHEL MADDOW:  

You can, there are element of his record that are not progressive, but on balance, I would argue that he 
is.  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

I would argue that too.   

CHRIS MATTHEWS:  

But one thing, the guy's two doors from you, if you're president. Look at the structure of the West Wing 
now. It's not some guy that goes back to Maine like Lincoln's first vice president. He or she is right with 
you.  

MICHAEL STEELE:  

Right.  



CHRIS MATTHEWS:  

You want a good person two doors for you, somebody who has values. And it's not just smart politics. I 
think what Hillary Clinton's going to love having is a guy who's a true blue good guy. And I think he is a 
progressive on all the moral issues--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Let's sneak in a break here. When we come back, I want to get into the DNC e-mail situation. And I also 
want to get your guys' reaction to some interesting comments from Donald Trump. Yeah, you know that 
guy that was at the start of the show. We'll be right back.  

***COMMERCIAL BREAK***  

CHUCK TODD:  

Welcome back, panelists here. Before we jump to Trump, the DNC email leaks, Cleveland, we expected 
rowdiness, Never Trumpsters, and all that stuff. We expect order here. But I wonder, Rachel, if-- look, I'm 
hearing from the Bernie bros. I'm in one of the emails just-- I'm the complaint department here sometimes 
at NBC. Somebody was complaining about coverage. And I said, "Okay, let's talk on the phone," or 
whatever. But we didn't do anything about it, because I get complaints about coverage every hour, every 
day.  

RACHEL MADDOW:  

Yeah.  

CHUCK TODD:  

But I think Bernie supporters may like this place, at least outside. They may be upset, and they may do 
something about it.  

RACHEL MADDOW:  

Yeah. I mean and, you know, there will be that big protest that Andrea was talking about today, to start 
things off. And there will be a lot, there will be hundreds of Bernie delegates insides the room. Now 
honestly, from the top, down, he said, "We've got to elect Hillary Clinton." He's been unequivocal about 
that, that's the most important thing.  

It'll be interesting to see whether the rules fights and the platform fights end up, in the end, when there's 
need to get nailed down with those votes, there is some dissent and chaos there. There might be.  

CHRIS MATTHEWS:  

One thing is--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Do you think Debbie Wasserman Schultz needs to get out now?  

CHRIS MATTHEWS:  



Well, look--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Not even gavel it in?  

CHRIS MATTHEWS:  

This is not a mystery story. This isn't Colombo.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Yeah.  

CHRIS MATTHEWS:  

We knew from the beginning, watching the debate schedule, put together by the DNC--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Sure.  

CHRIS MATTHEWS:  

--that they were tilting the scales to Hillary Clinton. Middle of the night debates, Sunday morning -- it was 
an absurd debate schedule. And it just said, "We're for Hillary, we don't want the new guy to get all the 
attention."  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

And what Bernie said to you is that she's not going to be giving a speech. When does the party chair not 
give a speech at the convention? And apparently that is the case.  

CHUCK TODD:  

And then right now, though, they will gavel in.   

RACHEL MADDOW:  

Thank god we haven't-- her quitting right now before -- I mean, the DNC's gonna be running a big part of 
the ground game for the whole--  

CHRIS MATTHEWS:  

Yeah.  

RACHEL MADDOW:  

You know, you don't--  

CHUCK TODD:  



But I tell you, this--  

RACHEL MADDOW:  

It would be suicide for the chair to jump out now--  

CHUCK TODD:  

This doesn't help her own fight for reelection, which I still think she's going to be okay.  

RACHEL MADDOW:  

No, but--  

CHUCK TODD:  

It's a district that she knows very well. But--  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

But Bernie endorsed her opponent.  

RACHEL MADDOW:  

But her reelection fight is in her district.  

CHRIS MATTHEWS:  

Right.  

RACHEL MADDOW:  

It's not to be the chair of the DNC, that's next year.  

CHUCK TODD:  

All right. Michael Steele, what'd you hear from Donald Trump? Did it make you feel better or worse about 
his chances?   

MICHAEL STEELE:  

Well, I think Donald Trump did a couple of things he needed to do. One was, and you could see it in the 
room that night, people began to say, "Okay, I can get there." The speech that he gave, when you read it, 
seemed a lot darker and harsher than when he delivered it. He delivered it in a way--  

RACHEL MADDOW:  

I thought the opposite.  

MICHAEL STEELE:  



Yeah, yeah.  

RACHEL MADDOW:  

When reading it, I wasn't freaked out.  

MICHAEL STEELE:  

Yeah.  

RACHEL MADDOW:  

And then, when I saw him give it, I pulled the covers up.  

MICHAEL STEELE:  

No, for me, it was the reverse. Because the reaction. I'm sitting in the room and I'm getting the reaction 
from the crowd.  

RACHEL MADDOW:  

Mmm.  

MICHAEL STEELE:  

And the reaction from the crowd was, "This guy is going to be a fighter." And I think that's a strong 
message for him coming out of this convention.  

CHRIS MATTHEWS:  

Rachel, you have never pulled the covers up.  

RACHEL MADDOW: 
Oh no, I meant proverbially  

CHUCK TODD: 
There’s a lot of personal information here. Woah, it's Sunday morning, guys.  

MICHAEL STEELE:  

I thought he did what he needed to do, Chuck. I do.  

RACHEL MADDOW:  

Standing under those 15-foot-tall letters with Trump, and then his head comes up there. And then he 
spent 76 minutes screaming, red faced, about terrorism and death and destruction and “I’m the only one 
who can fix it”--  

CHRIS MATTHEWS:  



I think that was technical. I don't think he knew how to read a script like that. I don't think he had the ability 
to-- his daughter knew how to do it. It's tough to read a script in a conversational manner. So you end up 
doing this sort of scream thing.  

RACHEL MADDOW:  

But it takes an ego to turn a 30 minute script into a 78 minute rant.  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

But he said that he was the person who would fix everything. And they're focusing on that. But, you know, 
Kaine was focusing on that. You know, it is the “we” not the I. They're comparing him to a dictator.  

MICHAEL STEELE:  

But the--  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

It is the language and the delivery, Michael--  

MICHAEL STEELE:  

Don't lose sight of the fact that a lot of Americans out there are saying it is the “we” who screwed us up to 
this point.  

CHRIS MATTHEWS:  

Yeah.  

MICHAEL STEELE:  

It is the we who've gotten us into this mess.  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

It's a different way of defining democracy, Michael.  

MICHAEL STEELE:  

So they're looking for the I, someone who's going to step forward as a leader, to get us through this mess. 
This is the bifurcation of the of the population, the voting population right now. And it's going to be 
interesting to see which one of these arguments win--  

RACHEL MADDOW:  

Is this about the hunger for a strong man, is that what you're talking about?  

MICHAEL STEELE: 
Yeah no, there really is Rachel.   



RACHEL MADDOW: 
We’ve seen this around the world, it’s not supposed to be us.  

CHRIS MATTHEWS:  

I’ve heard Bernie make your point.  

MICHAEL STEELE:  

Yes!  

CHRIS MATTHEWS:  

It’s that we have to reach outside the establishment to get the solution to these really bad economic 
problems affecting the working people of this country.  

MICHAEL STEELE:  

Right.  

CHRIS MATTHEWS:  

Same message. Different sides.  

MICHAEL STEELE: 
Same message.  

RACHEL MADDOW:  

Same message. The question is whether or not one man is supposed to deliver salvation for the country. 
We're not supposed to be that kind of country.  

CHUCK TODD:  

I want to throw one more. He seemed, at least in the interview with me, he goes after Mitch McConnell, 
goes after Ted Cruz, goes after John Kasich.  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

He is fearless in that regard.  

CHUCK TODD: 
He really is.  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

He is not going to moderate himself.  

RACHEL MADDOW:  

You didn’t even ask about Kasich. And he's bringing it up   



CHUCK TODD:  

No, exactly. He brought Kasich up himself.   

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

And another player to be named player, who, you know, remain -- could be one of the senators like Jeff 
Flake. Look, the fact is that he is not playing by anybody's ground rules except Donald Trump's. What he 
said about N.A.T.O. was extraordinary because he doubled down on that. And the whole system of 
collect your security in Europe, if you're in Poland today, you are not reassured--  

CHUCK TODD:  

What's amazing is the Trump campaign tried to walk it back all last week on the N.A.T.O. stuff. And he's 
basically saying, "Don't walk it back."  

RACHEL MADDOW:  

Even beyond N.A.T.O. to talk about Europe as a threat to America is what's good for Europe is bad for 
America and we have an interest in Europe being weak and divided, they only got together to screw us? 
Like, hold on a second.  

CHRIS MATTHEWS:  

Yeah, it’ll play in Scranton. It’ll play up there in the Eerie, Pennsylvania it’ll play.    

RACHEL MADDOW:  

The European Union-- came out of the way to try to not have World War III.  

CHRIS MATTHEWS:  

Because people think we're being shoved around and exploited and he’s saying, “I’m going to shove 
back.”  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

They are our markets-- markets, allies--  

CHUCK TODD:  

You guys great. I'm going to try to get another half hour. But let me sneak in this. We'll be back in a 
moment with our-- we'll call it halftime segment. No, it's Endgame Segment. And we'll look at Hillary 
Clinton's popularity compared to other Democratic nominees on the eve of their conventions.  

***COMMERCIAL BREAK***  

CHUCK TODD:  

The panel never stops interacting here. Seriously we just went to a commercial break--  



RACHEL MADDOW:  

--wants more with France!  

CHUCK TODD:  

It’s endgame time. Look, I want to show you here very quickly some numbers, because it will help us 
judge whether this is a successful convention for Hillary Clinton. These are favorable ratings, personal 
favorable ratings, whether you're right side up or upside down, from our NBC Wall Street Journal poll, for 
every Democrat going back to '92. And as you can see, Hillary Clinton in the worst shape of any 
presumptive nominee going into their convention.  

Now, let me show you what everybody else came through after their convention. So successful 
convention for Bill Clinton, successful one for Al Gore. Flat for John Kerry, successful, Barack Obama. 
Obviously, we'll find out, for Hillary Clinton, what does she need to--  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

Well, what they are going to do is they're going to have gauzy films, the same kind of films you saw in 
1992, the same producers--  

CHUCK TODD:  

And JFK?  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

They're going to have all of these films, biography, résumé. They know that her résumé is not resonating 
with millennials. People know what she did, they don't know-- they know the list of what she was. They 
don't know what she actually did, what she accomplished.  

CHRIS MATTHEWS:  

Yeah.  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

They're going to do all of that. The balance is going to be very different.  

RACHEL MADDOW:  

--because T.V. networks don't always take the movies anymore--  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

Well, they're going to have to validators.  

RACHEL MADDOW:  

Yeah.  



ANDREA MITCHELL:  

They're going to have people on that podium behind it who are going to talk about things she has done for 
them. And it's going to be very much all about her and much less about taking down Trump  

CHRIS MATTHEWS:  

I think the magic moment in this convention's going to be Thursday night. And a lot of women, and a lot of 
men, too, are going to see Hillary Clinton as the first party nominee, who's probably going to be like the 
president. She has the advantage right now. And there are going to be misty eyes all across the country.  

And any men at that moment who make a wisecrack are going to be guaranteeing another vote for Hillary 
Clinton. I think it's a very emotional moment for people. They've haven't quite got to it because of all is 
mishegas that's gone on this year. I think it's going to be magical. And if Hillary Clinton just stands there 
with a little emotion, this is an amazing historic moment.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Michael was the Republican convention too anti-Clinton and not enough pro-Trump?  

MICHAEL STEELE:  

No. The Republican convention had to go anti-Clinton--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Had to do that?  

MICHAEL STEELE:  

--because of the Trump issues.  

CHUCK TODD:  

What about this one?  

MICHAEL STEELE:  

This one? I was thinking, as you guys were talking about Barack Obama and talking about Hillary Clinton 
being likable enough, this is going to be a convention in which they're going to showcase her so you can 
like her. Because people, those numbers show, don't like her. So it's going to be everything you just said, 
Chris, plus more. The problem is what happens afterwards. And that's where Hillary Clinton’s going to 
have to contine .  

CHUCK TODD:  

Here's an out question for all of you. Besides Hillary Clinton's speech, what will be the other buzziest 
speech or speaker when we walk away from this convention?  

RACHEL MADDOW:  

We're going to have a huge one on night one. Bernie is a big deal.  



MICHAEL STEELE:  

Bernie.  

RACHEL MADDOW:  

The Democratic Party is going through a transformation. Liberals are having their moment. And this 
convention has to reflect it.  

CHRIS MATTHEWS:  

Every Democratic convention I can remember, going back to, God, '64, the best speech was never given 
by the nominee, whether it's Bobby Kennedy or it's Jesse Jackson, or it's Mario Cuomo.  

MICHAEL STEELE:  

Right.  

CHRIS MATTHEWS:  

The candidates never have been able to deliver the best speech. So I would bet on Bernie.  

RACHEL MADDOW:  

It was Trump Jr. last week.  

CHRIS MATTHEWS:  

Bernie or President Obama.  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

Michelle Obama and Barack Obama on day two.  

CHUCK TODD:  

I think it's Barack Obama on Wednesday night. I think it's going to be to Hillary Clinton what Bill Clinton 
was to Barack Obama four years ago. All right. That's all for this Sunday morning.  

CHRIS MATTHEWS:  

We agree.  

CHUCK TODD:  

I'll be hosting a special edition of Meet the Press Daily tonight at 5:00 Eastern on MSNBC. I know that's 
what everybody on this table will be watching. And then, throughout the week, I'll be joined by my 
colleagues Lester Holt and Savannah Guthrie right here at The Wells Fargo Center for convention 
coverage on the network beginning at 10:00 Eastern, 7:00 Pacific. If you missed it last week, you should 
be regretting it. Watch us this week. And of course we'll be back next Sunday. Because if it is 
Sunday, Meet the Press.  



* * *END OF TRANSCRIPT* * *  

MTP: TRUMP CAMPAIGN CHAIR SAYS 
KHAN ATTACK IS “CLINTON NARRATIVE”; 
KHAN RESPONDS: TRUMP “WITHOUT A 
MORAL COMPASS, WITHOUT EMPATHY” 

PLUS: Manafort: Softening of GOP platform language on Ukraine “absolutely did not come 
from the Trump campaign” MORE: Assange on Russia as source of DNC leak: “It’s an 
interesting speculative question” Clinton campaign’s Mook on whether the campaign would 
release the 33k deleted emails if possible: “It’s just not a relevant discussion anymore” 

July 31, 2016 – Paul Manafort, chair and chief strategist for Donald Trump’s presidential campaign, told 
moderator Chuck Todd that it is “the Clinton narrative” to say that Trump went hard after Khizr Khan, the 
father of fallen U.S. Army Capt. Humayun Khan who spoke at the DNC earlier this week. He 
continued: “It’s not about temperament.” 

Khan joined Todd on set earlier this morning, sharing that he appreciates Trump calling his son a hero, 
but that “it sounds so disingenuous because of his policies, because of his rhetoric of hatred, of derision, 
of dividing us.” Watch his full sit-down with Todd: http://nbcnews.to/2ajlDql. 

When it comes to Russia’s relationships with the Trump campaign and WikiLeaks, Manafort claimed that 
the language change on Ukraine in the Republican Party platform “absolutely did not come from the 
Trump campaign,” and WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange commented on thepotential involvement of a 
foreign government like Russia, telling Todd: “It's an interesting speculative question….We don't give any 
material away as to who our sources are.” Watch the full interview: http://nbcnews.to/2aCuA0u. 

Robby Mook, campaign manager for Hillary Clinton’s presidential campaign, repeatedly refused to take a 
position on whether the campaign would release the 33,000 deleted State Department emails if possible: 
“It's just not a relevant question anymore because this matter has been concluded and you're asking 
about hypothetical emails that may or may not be there.” Watch the full 
interview: http://nbcnews.to/2aGEdvZ. 

The New York TImes’ David Brooks, Republican strategist Alex Castellanos, NBC News’Hallie 
Jackson, and presidential historian Doris Kearns Goodwin also joined this morning’s program for 
insight and analysis. 

For more, tune into “MTP Daily” every weekday at 5 p.m. ET on MSNBC. 
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Other videos from this morning’s network broadcast include:   

 Manafort: It’s Not “Morning in America” http://nbcnews.to/2aGBx1g 
 Clinton Campaign Manager Defends Her Record on Income Inequalityhttp://nbcnews.to/2aGEdvZ 
 Mook on Clinton’s Unreleased Emails: ‘We’re Moving On’ http://nbcnews.to/2a9pKI6 
 Khan: Trump ‘Void’ of ‘Moral Compass’ http://nbcnews.to/2anCQ36 
 Data Download: A Tale of Two Counties http://nbcnews.to/2aGz9bm 
 Panel: David Brooks: Trump Campaign ‘Based on Bigotry’ http://nbcnews.to/2aIyino 
 Panel: Doris Keanrs Goodwin: Decision 2016 ‘About Temperament’http://nbcnews.to/2aGvE4A 
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***BEGIN TRANSCRIPT***  

CHUCK TODD:  

This Sunday morning a new Trump controversy. Remember this rebuke of Donald Trump from the father 
of a fallen Muslim Army Captain.  

KHIZR KHAN:  

You have sacrificed nothing and no one.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Trump responds that he's made many sacrifices and questions why the mother didn't speak at the 
Democratic Convention. The father responds this morning.   

Plus, 100 days to go, where does the race stand now after the two parties offer very different visions of 
America? Joining me this morning are the two top strategists from both campaigns.   

Also, hack attack and the Russian connection. I talk to WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange about why it 
looks as if he's more interested in sabotaging the Clinton campaign.   

Are you hoping these leaks elect Donald Trump President?  

And joining me for insight and analysis are David Brooks, columnist at the New York Times;  Pulitzer 
Prize-winning historian, Doris Kearns Goodwin; Trump Super PAC advisor Alex Castellanos and NBC 
News campaign correspondent, Hallie Jackson. Welcome to Sunday, it'sMeet the Press.  

ANNOUNCER: 
From NBC News in Washington, this is Meet the Press, with Chuck Todd.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Good Sunday morning. We're at one of those critical junctures in a Presidential race where a campaign 
can freeze for about a month during the Olympics, the end of summer and the Labor Day break. The past 
two weeks we've heard two remarkably different visions of America offered by the two candidates at their 
conventions. Donald Trump sees a troubled nation that needs to be rescued.  
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http://nbcnews.to/2aGEdvZ
http://nbcnews.to/2a9pKI6
http://nbcnews.to/2anCQ36
http://nbcnews.to/2aGz9bm
http://nbcnews.to/2aIyino
http://nbcnews.to/2aGvE4A
http://nbcnews.to/2ajnrj6
http://nbcnews.to/2adBN2M


(BEGIN TAPE)  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Our convention occurs at a moment of crisis for our nation. The attacks on our police and the terrorism of 
our cities threaten our very way of life. Any politician who does not grasp this danger is not fit to lead our 
country.   

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

Hillary Clinton's America was, to use a word, perhaps more “Reganesque”, certainly, a bit more 
optimistic.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

SEC. HILLARY CLINTON:  

A country where all our children can dream and those dreams are within teach, where families are strong, 
communities are safe and yes, where love trumps hate.   

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

The story breaking this morning comes out of the conventions and that emotional moment when the 
father of a fallen Muslim U.S. Army Captain rebuked Trump.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

KHIZR Khan:  

Have you ever read the United States Constitution? I will gladly lend you my copy.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

Trump yesterday seemed to question why Ghazala Khan, the mother of the fallen Muslim Army Captain 
did not speak at the Democratic Convention. The story is making headlines today and appears to be 
another distraction that the Trump campaign did not need. In a moment, I'll have my interview with the 
father of the U.S. Captain, Khizr Khan. But we begin with Trump campaign chairman, Paul Manafort. Mr. 
Manafort, welcome back to Meet the Press.  

PAUL MANAFORT:  

Thank you, Chuck.  

CHUCK TODD:  



I want to play for you a comment that Mr. Khan said to me this morning responding to the most recent 
statement that the campaign has put out, here it is.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

KHIZR KHAN:  

We have a candidate without a moral compass, without empathy for its citizens. The way he showed 
disrespect towards the Golden Star mother of this country, that says it all.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Your wife.  

KHIZR KHAN:  

My wife. The brave mother of my son, Captain Humayun Khan.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

Mr. Manafort, can you explain why Mr. Trump went so hard after Mr. Khan?  

PAUL MANAFORT:  

Look, this is, again, this is the Clinton narrative. Mr. Trump of course feels sorry for what the Khan family 
has gone through, just frankly as he felt sorry for the victims that spoke before the Republican Convention 
who lost loved ones from illegal immigrant criminals coming in and being able to travel the country freely. 
That's not the issue. The issue here is not the Khan family, not the Mendoza family, now the Shaw family. 
The issue that Mr. Trump is talking about and which, really, frankly, I expect the media should be talking 
about is protecting the American homeland from national security risks and terrorists.  

That's the point here. And Mr. Trump has said very clearly for months now a policy that's been ignored, 
which is that he believes that we need to have a temporary suspension to stop refugees from coming in 
from countries where terrorist activities are rampant or in a war. That's the issue, not the Khan family loss 
which we all regret, not the loss of many other American families which we all regret. The issue is how to 
protect the homeland. And the second part of the issue which is being ignored is the cause of these 
losses, because it forced our American military to go back into Iraq, to go into Syria and that cause was 
the policies that were put together in January of 2009 by President Clinton and Secretary Obama that 
caused ISIS to rise.  

ISIS didn't exist before 2009; they exist today. They are causing the problems that we're facing. Those 
are the two issues:  Protecting the homeland and stopping the war and going after ISIS in a way that ends 
the terrorism. The losses of the Khan family and the other Americans who have lost--that's a tragedy.  

And the only way we're going to stop it is to focus on the real issues and that's what Trump is doing. And 
frankly, what Secretary Clinton did in her speech on Thursday was totally ignoring it. She sees an 
America that, "Morning in America," as she said. It's not morning in America. And if it's midnight in 
America, like she accused Mr. Clinton of, it's the policies of Obama and Clinton that caused it to be 
midnight. Mr. Trump has neither position.  



CHUCK TODD:  

All right, but I got to ask you, though, it does seem as if the temperament question is coming into play. In 
the last three days, he's gone after Gold Star parents personally and you've had to backtrack there and 
you, yourself, just did it. He called a former NATO general, John Allen, a failed general, referred to New 
York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg as a little man. I got to ask you, why all these insults? Does that not 
raise a temperament issue? I assume you would not be advising him to go about responding in this way.  

PAUL MANAFORT:  

Well, Chuck, you're now repeating the talking points of the Clinton campaign. This is not a temperament 
issue. The Clinton campaign needs to try to make it into a temperament issue for one reason because 
they know that over 70 percent of the American people don't believe a thing she says. And so, therefore, 
her putting up policies that she's going to do have no credibility.  

Her talking about the Obama Administration has done a great job and deserves an A on the economy. I 
mean, please, let's talk to American families and sit around the dinner table at night figuring how to pay 
their bills. The American economy is not in good shape; productivity is failing.  

The day after her convention, the Department of Commerce printed out the latest second quarter growth, 
1.2 percent. The country's not working. It's not about temperament. That's the only issue that Clinton can 
try and get you, the media, to cover in hopes of ignoring what the real issues of this election are.  

CHUCK TODD: 
Well Mr. Manafort--  

PAUL MANAFORT: 
The American people are smarter than that--  

CHUCK TODD:  

We can only cover the campaign in front of us and what the candidate says and I guess my question is, 
you brought up the GDP, he's bringing up other stuff. And I guess the question is:  What is Mr. Trump 
focused on? And if he gets distracted like this, why shouldn't this be an issue that concerns voters of him 
in the Oval Office if he can so easily get distracted by personal criticism?  

PAUL MANAFORT:  

He's not distracted. You are covering the wrong things. I mean, look at the DNC hack. I mean, the issue 
there that you focused on was the election was rigged against Sanders and would Sanders delegates be 
upset? That wasn't the issue. The issue was lack of moral conviction on the part of the Clinton campaign 
that worked with the DNC to rig the system.  

Did you talk about the moral clarity of that decision? When Mr. Trump talked about, "Isn't it ironic that 
foreign countries and foreign enemies of ours might have the 33,000 emails that the F.B.I. doesn't have?" 
Did you focus on that fact, the risk of national security? No. So the issues are in front of you, you're just 
talking the Clinton narrative and not focusing on the issues that affect the American people.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Does it not also matter if a foreign government wants to take part in our election? Do you condemn that?  

PAUL MANAFORT:  



Of course we condemn that. That's not the issue at all. Mr. Trump was making the point that isn't it ironic 
that 33,000 emails that our F.B.I. can't have that may go to national security issues are sitting probably in 
the vaults of foreign countries, friends and enemies alike? That's the issue.  

So it's there in front of you. It's just the Clinton narrative is putting out their talking points because they 
know that anything she says won't have any credibility. And they're getting you to cover it from their 
standpoint instead of the standpoint of what affects the American people.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Let me ask you this, there was another comment he made about debates. Clarify this:  Do you plan on 
participating in any debates that conflict with the NFL?  

PAUL MANAFORT:  

Look, we're going to sit down with the commission and talk with them. Again, the DNC hack showed you 
that the Clinton campaign was working to schedule debates against Sanders which has the least possible 
viewing audience. Mr. Trump saying, "Look, we want the maximum viewing audience. So I'm not sure, 
you know, what the dates are going to be ultimately. Mr. Trump has made it very clear as recently as 
Friday, he wants the debates. He wants them to have the largest audience. And we're going to work with 
the commission to try and identify what those dates are. But we're not going to fall to Hillary Clinton and 
the ploy that she did against Bernie Sanders of trying to have the lowest-viewing audience. We want the 
biggest.  

CHUCK TODD:  

And before I let you go, there's been some controversy about something in the Republican Party platform 
that essentially changed the Republican Party's views when it comes to Ukraine. How much influence did 
you have in changing that language, sir?  

PAUL MANAFORT:  

I had none. In fact, I didn't even hear of it until after our convention was over.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Where did it comes from then? Because everybody on the platform committee had said it came from the 
Trump campaign. If not you, who?  

PAUL MANAFORT:  

It absolutely did not come from the Trump campaign. And I don't know who everybody is, but I guarantee 
you it was nobody that was on the platform committee--  

CHUCK TODD:  

So nobody from the Trump campaign wanted that change in the platform?  

PAUL MANAFORT:  

No one, zero.  



CHUCK TODD:  

Okay, Mr. Manafort, I will leave it there, appreciate you coming on this morning.  

PAUL MANAFORT:  

Thank you, Chuck.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Well, earlier this morning I did speak, as I noted with Mr. Manafort with Khizr Khan, here's a bit of that 
interview.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

Mr. Khan, welcome to Meet the Press.  

KHIZR KHAN:  

Good morning, thank you.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Look, your speech was one of the most memorable and emotional moments of the convention. Did you 
expect to have your speech have such an impact?  

KHIZR KHAN:  

Not at all. I was surprised myself. I spoke from heart. Those were my thoughts and edited by my 
wonderful wife. I would read it to her while getting ready, while traveling on the train. And she would edit. 
And she would say, "No, you're not going to say this. No, this is not for the occasion."  

CHUCK TODD:  

What was she telling you not to say? What were some things that she didn't want you to say?  

KHIZR KHAN:  

You're going to put me in trouble with her. Because I'm going to say my first words were, "These are my 
thoughts. And these are my words," and then pause. Because I was hinting by that to some plagiarism 
that took place. The stewardship of this country needs to be in the hands of the person who has moral 
compass, who can relate, who has some empathy with the citizens he wishes to lead.  

This candidate is void of both. So, she asked me to not say that. So, I deleted that. I don't manufacture 
these incidents. The way he showed disrespect towards the Gold Star mother of this country, that says it 
all.  

CHUCK TODD:  



Your wife?  

KHIZR KHAN:  

My wife, the brave mother of my son, Captain Humayun Khan. Hero of this country. We don't take these 
values lightly. We are testament to the goodness of this country. We experience the goodness of this 
country every day. It affirms our belief that we made the right choice. But then, to see when we got back 
home our four-year-old granddaughter said to her grandmother, "Why were you so upset? Why were you 
so sad?" A four-year-old person can feel that sadness, yet the candidate for the president of the United 
States cannot empathize with the people that he wishes to lead.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Well, he responded to your question, "What sacrifices have you made?" when you so poignantly asked 
that question at the convention. And as you know, Mr. Trump has responded to you. And he has said the 
following, "I think I've made a lot of sacrifices. I work very, very hard. I've created thousands and 
thousands of jobs, tens of thousands of jobs. I think they're sacrifices.  

"I think when I can employ thousands and thousands of people, take care of their education, take care of 
so many things, even in military, I mean, I was very responsible, along with a group of people, for getting 
the Vietnam Memorial built in downtown Manhattan, which to this day people thank me for. I raise and 
have raised millions of dollars for the vets. I'm helping the vets a lot. I think my popularity with vets is 
through the roof." Do those constitute the sacrifices that you were referring to when you were asking him 
that question?  

KHIZR KHAN:  

I appreciate his statement calling my son a hero and making this clarification and statement. I appreciate 
that. But it sounds so disingenuous because of his policies, because of his rhetoric of hatred, of derision, 
of dividing us. And that is why I implored him to read the Constitution.  

Because that document, it wasn't just showing him the Constitution. I was pointing towards the values in 
that Constitution, enshrined foundation of this wonderful country and this nation. In another conversation, 
I asked and I appealed to the leadership of the Republican Party that they should disassociate 
themselves.  

CHUCK TODD:  

You made a direct plea to Mitch McConnell by name and Paul Ryan by name.  

KHIZR KHAN:  

That is correct.  

CHUCK TODD:  

You were fans of both of them.  

KHIZR KHAN:  



Correct. I remain. I have tremendous respect for both of them. Republican and Democrats are as patriotic 
as anyone else. This is a political process. It's a wonderful, beautiful political process. But in that political 
process, there are some moral, ethical values of this country that need to be maintained and managed.  

Second, it seems like my appeals are falling on deaf ears. I implore those patriotic Americans that would 
probably vote for Donald Trump in November, I appeal to them not to vote for hatred, not to vote for fear 
mongering. Vote for unity. Vote for the goodness of this country. Vote for liberty and freedom. So, my 
appeal now is to the folks that are going to be thinking to vote for Trump.  

CHUCK TODD:  

You said to me off camera that a lot of Republicans have reached out to you in the last couple of days. 
Tell me about those conversations.  

KHIZR KHAN:  

Both of us, Mrs. Khan and I, have had such a pouring of love and affection and support from all ranks of 
this society. Several emails, these are distinguished Republicans, they say, "All of their lives we have 
voted Republican. Not in this election." They said, "You have touched our hearts. We've had these words 
and these thoughts and feelings in our hearts. But we want you to know that we will not vote Republican 
in this election.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Has any elected Republican leader reached out to you?  

KHIZR KHAN:  

I'd rather not disclose the names. That is a personal trust and faith that they have placed by writing to me, 
by speaking with me. But there are almost 1/3 of the emails and the documents and the calls and the 
messages that we continue to receive, the flowers we continue to receive at our home, people are coming 
in, strangers on the street.  

This morning, I was coming to you. And I stepped out the door of the hotel. And two persons came and 
gave me a hug. I don't know them. And they said, "You have done something that our heart always had. 
You have given words to it."   

CHUCK TODD:  

Mr. Khan, thanks for coming in and sharing your story.  

KHIZR KHAN:  

Thank you.  

CHUCK TODD:  

I appreciate it. This can't be easy, to have to relive this 10 years later.  

KHIZR KHAN:  

Thank you.  



CHUCK TODD:  

Thank you.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

Joining me now is the campaign manager for Hillary Clinton, Robby Mook, Mr. Mook, welcome toMeet the 
Press, sir.  

ROBBY MOOK:  

Hi, Chuck, thanks.  

CHUCK TODD:  

I want to start with the news over the weekend involving your campaign and apparently some version of a 
hack either into your campaign systems or the DNC, a continuation of it, what can you clarify? Have the 
Hillary Clinton campaign computers been hacked?  

ROBBY MOOK:  

Well, Chuck, as we've explained in the press, the campaign itself, based on everything we've been told by 
the experts that are monitoring this for us constantly, the campaign itself, to our knowledge, has not been, 
uh, has not been breached. The system that you were mentioning is a system run by the DNC that our 
campaign and a number of other entities were utilizing.  

CHUCK TODD:  

What kind of concern should voters have if the DNC and by extension, the Clinton campaign, can't protect 
data?  

ROBBY MOOK:  

Well, Chuck, first of all, as I said, you know, there's absolutely no evidence that the campaign has been 
breached. I know that the DNC is taking all necessary steps to protect their data and our campaign will 
continue to do the same. I think what's very disturbing about this entire situation is first, that there's a 
foreign power aggressively breaking into data systems, trying to apparently influence the outcome of the 
campaign.  

But then, we saw the other day that Donald Trump made comments actually encouraging more of this 
behavior, more espionage in the race. So I think every voter needs to take note of this and I find it very 
frightening that any Presidential campaign for any reason is encouraging this kind of behavior. That's not 
becoming of someone who is trying to become our Commander-in-Chief and President of the United 
States.  

CHUCK TODD:  

You heard Mr. Manafort, though. I mean, number one, the campaign has since said he was being 
sarcastic. Do you take him at his word on that? And second, Mr. Manafort says that the issue here is is 
where are the 33,000 emails? How do you respond?  



ROBBY MOOK:  

Well, first of all, Chuck, Trump only said that this was a joke after he came under enormous criticism and 
pressure for what he said. So I'm not quite sure how credible that is. But look, he is running to be 
President of the United States, the person in charge of all of our Armed Forces, the person in charge of 
our entire national security apparatus.  

Espionage is never a laughing matter. And in fact, this is not a political issue. I don't want to get this 
confused with the back and forth we might have about economic issues or anything else. This is a matter 
of national security now. And I find it very frightening that Donald Trump is encouraging any foreign power 
to breach a campaign and try to influence the outcome of the election.  

CHUCK TODD:  

But let me ask you about the 33,000 emails or the emails that were deleted, that obviously Secretary 
Clinton says were deleted, they were thought to have no relevance at all to the State Department. If there 
is a way to release them, would the Clinton campaign encourage the public release of those emails?  

ROBBY MOOK:  

Well, look, Chuck, this is settled and over now. Secretary Clinton went in and testified for 11 hours in front 
of a Congressional committee. They asked her a lot of questions about this, they came up with nothing. 
The F.B.I. has concluded their look at this issue. And so, we're moving on.  

When Hillary's been out there on her economic tour the last few days talking with voters, they're asking 
her about how they can afford college and get a better job. And that's what we're going to stay focused 
on.  

CHUCK TODD:  

I understand that. But if you can release them, do you want them released?  

ROBBY MOOK:  

It's just not a relevant discussion anymore. This matter has been concluded. Many officials have taken a 
long look at this and we're just moving forward.  

CHUCK TODD:  

All right, so you're not taking a position on whether you want to see these emails released?  

ROBBY MOOK:  

It's just not a relevant question anymore because this matter has been concluded and you're asking about 
hypothetical emails that may or may not be there. And so, we're just going to stay focused as a campaign 
on other things that the voters are actually asking us about.  

CHUCK TODD:  

I want to talk about the influence of Bernie Sanders on this campaign and I want to play with you, play for 
you excerpts from Bernie Sanders, essentially, his first big speech after announcing for President, 



juxtaposed against the acceptance speech on Thursday night. Here it is and I want to get your reaction 
on the other side.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

BERNIE SANDERS:  

99 percent of all new income goes to the top 1 percent.  

HILLARY CLINTON:  

But when more than 90 percent of the gains have gone to the top 1 percent, that's where the money is. 
And we are going to follow the money.   

BERNIE SANDERS:  

The wealthiest individuals and the largest corporations, that they are going to begin to start paying their 
fair share of taxes.  

HILLARY CLINTON:  

Wall Street, corporations and the super rich are going to start paying their fair share of taxes.   

BERNIE SANDERS:  

Make tuition in public colleges and universities free.  

HILLARY CLINTON:  

Make college tuition for the middle-class and debt-free for all.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

Is it fair to say Bernie Sanders' campaign had a big chunk of influence on your acceptance speech?  

ROBBY MOOK:  

Well, the-- I think the college affordability plan that she mentioned in there, that was something that she 
and Senator Sanders worked together on after the primary had concluded. We're really proud of that plan. 
It's something that was part of our platform.  

There were a number of issues where they worked together on the platform. But I actually wish we could 
have played some of Secretary Clinton's earlier speeches, as well, because she's been talking about how 
the deck is stacked against the middle-class for some time, that the wealthiest Americans are not paying 
their fair share. And that we need to start giving working people a fair shot again. In fact, that's what she's 
talking about. That's what she was talking about yesterday, that's what she was going to be talking about 
today on this economic tour that she's doing in Pennsylvania and Ohio with Senator Kaine. They're talking 
about how they're going to create more good paying jobs for working class people and get wages rising 
again.  



CHUCK TODD:  

All right, Robby Mook, I gotta leave it there. Joining us from the Clinton campaign headquarters in 
Brooklyn, Bobby, thanks for getting up early, I appreciate it.  

ROBBY MOOK:  

Thanks so much.  

CHUCK TODD:  

When we come back, we'll go over all of this with our panel. The conventions would be enough, the thing 
about everything that's already happened post convention. And later, is Russia trying to manipulate the 
Presidential election by hacking Democratic Party computers? I'm going to talk to WikiLeaks founder, 
Julian Assange.  

***COMMERCIAL BREAK***  

CHUCK TODD:  

Our panel is here with us, Alex Castellanos, who is now advising Donald Trump's Super PAC, Hallie 
Jackson of NBC News, who covers much of the Republican side of this race, Pulitzer Prize-winning 
author and historian, Doris Kearns Goodwin and New York Times columnist, David Brooks. Well, where 
to begin? David Brooks, I just want to get your reaction. Let's start with the Khizr Khan.  

DAVID BROOKS:  

You know, I've been on this program a lot, I've been frequently disturbed by what Donald Trump has said, 
but I've never felt as nauseated as I was as when I saw his comments about Mrs. Khan. Disgust doesn't 
begin to cover the range of emotions. I felt and I think a lot of people have felt that it stems from a lack of 
empathy, a lack of respect, a lack of basic decency. And I wonder what this morale pygmy on top of a 
ticket what's doing to the country and what will do as President. And I have to say, when I see Paul 
Manafort on the program issuing a regret, it didn't strike me as an emotion, it just struck me as a word.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Alex? I gotta get you to respond to this.  

ALEX CASTELLANOS:  

Well, sure, I'm not sure I'm even worthy of talking about the sacrifices families made for their country. God 
bless them. And they deserve our respect and sorrow and appreciation. I think there's an issue that is 
worth talking about here and that is when you look at Angela Merkel in Germany, she's about to get 
thrown out of office because of unfiltered immigration from the part of the world where identity and 
security has been compromised.  

And I think Trump has a legitimate point to make there that he should do something about that and that's 
the argument in this election. The status quo, more of what's going on now, you know, basically letting 
that happen unfiltered or doing something about it. I think there are, perhaps, clearer ways to make that 
point.  

HALLIE JACKSON:  



But Alex, I listened to the words coming out of your mouth, especially in the beginning when you 
expressed sympathy for the family and I think there are a lot of people, including many Republicans who 
wonder, "Why didn't Donald Trump say that initially and immediately?"  

One thing, you know, I talked to a Trump loyalist who said to me in the last 24 hours, "I think in two 
weeks, people aren't going to remember Khizr Khan's name." I think a lot of other people disagree with 
that because I've heard the name Judge Curiel brought up multiple times, that this is something that feels 
as impactful to Republicans as that moment did to Donald Trump two months ago.  

ALEX CASTELLANOS:  

I think it's moments like that that the Republicans and everyone's going to remember, but people also are 
going to remember a State Department under Hillary Clinton that ignored requests for security in 
Benghazi and debated what uniforms people should wear while people were left alone to suffer and 
eventually die, you know? So I think there are arguments here. I mean, to see Hillary Clinton portrayed as 
the candidate of moral clarity and honesty here, I noticed Mr. Khan didn't go that far as to embrace her.  

DORIS KEARNS GOODWIN:  

You know what, Alex? I do think this is a moment that will be remembered. I think it's almost a moment 
like using your word "decency," when Joe Welsh said to Joe McCarthy, "Have you no decency?" 
Somehow, you have a powerful story told by a man and the candidate somehow is able to look at the wife 
and say, "Why didn't she say anything? Was she told not to say anything?" I had a son in combat almost 
the same time as this young soldier was killed. I don't know what I'd be able to do if he had been lost and 
I'm standing there behind his picture. How you can assume that that kind of temperamental quality is 
going to be able to understand other people's points of view-- I think he stood as a symbol of pride for 
Muslim-Americans.  

I've always predicted “a bridge too far” when he said that John McCain wasn't a hero, I thought that was 
it. So maybe everything's topsy turvy this year, but I agree with David. Elections are topsy turvy, this is 
going to make a difference.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Trump talked about temperament just last week, let me play a clip.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

DONALD TRUMP:  

I think I have the best temperament, it's certainly one of the best temperaments of anybody that's ever run 
for the office of President, ever. Because I have a winning temperament, I know how to win, because my 
whole life, I've been winning.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

David, you wanted to respond.  

DAVID BROOKS:  



Let me first, one final point, this wasn't just a comment about Mr. Khan, this is a campaign based on 
bigotry. His campaign took off after San Bernardino when he talked about banning Muslims from coming 
here, and we just saw the face of some Muslims and that's the reality. As for the temperament, I don't 
know what temperament means. I know the guy can't control his attention span.  

Attention is the ultimate act of self control and his mind just goes bing, bing, bing, bing, bing to one thing 
after another and it's just a dangerous prospect in a President to have somebody who just can't control 
what's going to come out of his mouth in the next 30 seconds.  

ALEX CASTELLANOS:  

Donald Trump has not cost any American soldier his life. Hillary Clinton, State Department, request for 
security starting in June of 2011 said, "Please withdraw these requests because they make us look bad." 
That actually had concrete results. And by the way, if Islam were only a religion, then I think there's no 
single American in this country who said we should discriminate against that religion.  

But Islam is, as the King of Jordan has said, at war with itself. There is no separation of church and state 
within Islam. How do we treat something new like this? It is theocracy, which is antithetical to democracy. 
Do we let our openness be used to undermine our openness? And tolerance against our tolerance. These 
are issues we should debate and debating them is not being discriminatory.  

CHUCK TODD:  

We are going to have more time I promise in this show, but I do need to sneak in a quick commercial 
break. Coming up, I do ask WikiLeaks founder, Julian Assange, why he’s trying -- why it appears to be 
that he's trying to undermine Hillary Clinton's Campaign. Be right back.  

****COMMERCIAL BREAK****  

CHUCK TODD:  

Welcome back. There really is nothing new about the U.S. and Russia spying on each other. Decades of 
Cold War era movies and books couldn't have existed without the idea of U.S.-Soviet espionage. Look at 
“The Americans.” But what appears to be Russia's attempt to expose Democratic Party emails and 
sabotage Hillary Clinton's campaign does seem entirely new.  

And it's already claimed one victim, former Democratic Chairwoman Debbie Wasserman Schultz. And 
WikiLeaks is promising there's more to come. Joining me now is the founder of WikiLeaks, Julian 
Assange, who comes from the Embassy of Ecuador in London. He is currently facing extradition to 
Sweden.   

Let me start with the WikiLeaks core mission, in the service that you have wanted it to perform, to speak 
truth to power. Are you concerned that if foreign government uses your entity that you have now seen 
WikiLeaks get weaponized?  

JULIAN ASSANGE:  

Well, James Clapper on Friday, the head of U.S. intelligence, the D.N.I., said there's been a lot of 
hyperventilation in the press, and that it was impossible even to ascribe motive at this stage, let alone 
who it is.I'll give the exact quote: “We don't know enough to ascribe motivation regardless of who it might 
have been.” So hyperventilation always becomes James Clapper. So, that's where we're starting in terms 
of U.S. intelligence.  



Now, I think it's extremely interesting, however, the Clinton campaign, in order to divert attention from 
proof that we published that the Sanders campaign was subverted within the D.N.C., not simply 
comments within the D.N.C., but a chain of command issuing orders to push around, without attribution, 
fake stories showing that Sanders supporters were violent amongst numerous other matters. That has 
been pushed out before the public. And response, what does the Clinton campaign do? The Clinton 
campaign tries to take attention away from a very serious domestic allegation about election interference 
and try and bring in foreign policy.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Well, the easiest way, Mr. Assange, the easiest way to clear this up--  

JULIAN ASSANGE:  

So-- so concerning is that even to the head of the D.N.I., the Clinton campaign is pulling the government, 
pulling the state of politics along with it, to create an international conflict.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Well, let me ask you this, though. This is unusual, but--  

JULIAN ASSANGE:  

--I have to come out and explain.  

CHUCK TODD:  

I understand that, but the easiest way to clear this up, Mr. Assange, would you be able to say 
categorically that a foreign government did not hand you this material? The issue at hand here is the idea 
that a foreign government is using you as a go-between, is using WikiLeaks.  

This is no longer about accountability on public figures. This is one foreign government going after 
another foreign government, using you as the intermediary. That seems to be a different deal than, for 
instance, a whistleblower handing material over to expose government authoritarianism or something like 
that.  

JULIAN ASSANGE:  

What I can say categorically is that we have published proof that the election campaign of Bernie Sanders 
was sabotaged in a corrupt manner by Debbie Wasserman Schultz and others within the D.N.C. We can 
say that categorically. We have published proof. But as for anything else, we can only speculate. I do 
think it's an interesting question, of course, as to who our sources are. But as a source protection 
organization, that many sources from across the world of many different types rely on to protect their 
identity, and their rights, to communicate the truth to the public. And that's what we're talking about here, 
communicating the truth.  

CHUCK TODD:  

I totally understand that. But doesn’t-- I've got to ask you, though, when a foreign government gets 
involved, there is a difference there. When a foreign government gets involved, you just said yourself, 
"Well, that's an interesting question." Transparency on WikiLeaks: why not be fully transparent and say, 
"Look, here's the material." Where it comes from doesn't change the facts in the material. But it is helpful 
to know if a foreign government is involved, isn't that crucial information to civilians?  



JULIAN ASSANGE:  

I think that is an interesting question. The difficulty that WikiLeaks has, of course, is that we can't go 
around speculating on who our sources are. That would be irresponsible.  

CHUCK TODD:  

But you can’t speculate. You know the answer, well Mr. Assange. Mr. Assange, you say you can't go 
around speculating. Do you not know the answer?  

JULIAN ASSANGE:  

We don't give any material away as to who our sources are. It's a security matter for us as to who our 
sources are. We have a perfect track record--   

CHUCK TODD:  

Okay, but let me ask you this. Do you accept--  

JULIAN ASSANGE:  

--completely accurate information on the one hand, and on the other hand of never revealing our 
sources.  

CHUCK TODD:  

All right. Let me ask you this. Do you, without revealing your source on this, do you accept information 
and leaked documents from foreign governments?  

JULIAN ASSANGE:  

Well, our publishing model means that what we publish is guaranteed to be true. That's what we're 
concerned about. That's what our readers are concerned about. That's the right of the general public, to 
not--  

CHUCK TODD:  

But isn't the right of the public to know the motive also, to know the motive of the maker?  

JULIAN ASSANGE:  

--very serious true information, which is producing great investigative journalism in the United States, and 
is continuing to do so as each day passes by. But I think the real question is what is the legitimacy now 
and what is the accountability of what has occurred within the Democratic campaign, where we have 
clear proof of sabotage?  

It's already seen one head resign. Our sources within the D.N.C. say that they believe more heads are 
going to roll. But what about the election? What's a regress for the people that have effectively, one could 
argue, have had a candidate stolen from them as a result of corrupt practices within the D.N.C.?  

CHUCK TODD:  



Does that not trouble you at all, if a foreign government is trying to meddle in the affairs of another foreign 
government?  

JULIAN ASSANGE:  

Well, it's an interesting speculative question that’s for the press and others to perhaps--  

CHUCK TODD:  

That doesn't bother you? That is not part of the WikiLeaks credo?  

JULIAN ASSANGE:  

Well, it's a meta story. If you're asking would we accept information from U.S. intelligence that we had 
verified to be completely accurate, and would we publish that, and would we protect our sources in U.S. 
intelligence, the answer is yes, of course we would.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Mr. Assange, I'm going to leave it there. I appreciate your time and you coming on Meet the Pressthis 
morning.  

JULIAN ASSANGE:  

Thank you, Chuck.   

CHUCK TODD:  

You got it. And in the spirit of WikiLeaks transparency and our own, we will post the full, unedited 
interview-- as we do for all of our interviews--  on our website MeetThePressNBC.com. Coming up, how 
Donald Trump can lose three hugely important states, Virginia, North Carolina, and Florida, and still win 
the election.   

***COMMERCIAL BREAK**  

CHUCK TODD:  

Welcome back, To tee up our discussion coming up, I want to take a look at the election map and why the 
industrial Midwest is so crucial to Donald Trump. Let's start with the NBC News Battleground Map as it 
stands right now. We have Hillary Clinton leading with a total of 256 electoral votes-- that combine states 
that are solid or leading her way.  

Donald Trump is leading in states that add up to 191 electoral votes. It leaves just five states in the 
quote/unquote "gray area." Well, let's give her Florida, and polls have Clinton leading in four other swing 
states, as well. So for the sake of argument, give them to her, Colorado, Virginia, North Carolina, plus 
Florida. That's another 37 electoral votes and puts her at 293 electoral votes if all those go. Game over, 
right? Well, not necessarily. If Trump does have a rust belt strategy that works and he scores in the 
industrial Midwest, watch what happens when you give him Pennsylvania, Ohio, Michigan and 
Wisconsin.  

Throw in Iowa, New Hampshire and Nevada, also with some blue collar voters in it, and it would get 
Trump to 271 electoral votes, one more than he needs. And he does it without winning Florida. Look, it's a 



narrow inside strait, and this assumes that Trump doesn't lose any other red states, like Georgia, Arizona 
or even Utah, but the point is it can be done. It means we have a race. We'll be back in just a 
moment.                 

***COMMERCIAL BREAK***  

CHUCK TODD:  

Back now with our panel, I want to discuss the electoral map. But in the middle of the show, we do tape 
9a.m. Eastern, just to let folks now. So at 9:32 a.m. Eastern time, Donald Trump Tweeted the following 
about Mr. Khan: "I was viciously attacked by Mr. Khan at the Democratic Convention, am I not allowed to 
respond? Hillary voted for the Iraq War, not me."  

DORIS KEARNS GOODWIN:  

I mean, once again, it shows the question of temperament. When he says that "I have a winning 
temperament because I've won my whole life," he doesn't understand what temperament is. Our greatest 
leaders have succeeded because they learned from failure and they learned from loss. Abraham Lincoln 
was nearly suicidal and he persevered and came back.  

Trump would probably call him weak for almost giving up. FDR lost his ability to walk and he came back 
with greater empathy and understanding for people for whom fate had dealt an unkind hand. You learn 
from making mistakes. You manage negative emotions, as you said. You learn somehow to listen, you 
have empathy for people. That’s qualities that make up temperament. So I think this race is about 
temperament. I absolutely do.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Alex, I have to get you in on this.  

ALEX CASTELLANOS:  

Well, I think this is an election that maybe it's a choice between temperament and character. You know, is 
it a New Testament election where things are going swimmingly and we turn the other cheek? Or is this 
an Old Testament election where we could lose it all and an eye for an eye?  

So I think, yes, there are a lot of questions here about temperament, but character and strength are 
important here, too. And you know, we're in Washington, we're the protected class, we're going to survive 
this election without disturbance, no matter what, right?  

But that's not true for the rest of America. This is an existential choice for a lot of families. So you know, I 
think we ought to have a little bit more, its-- temperament can be a little aggressive sometimes, sure. But 
you need strength to hold the country together and get us out of the ditch here.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Yeah.  

HALLIE  JACKSON:  

What strikes me about that Tweet, is not-- he says, "Am I not allowed to respond?" It's not that you're not 
not allowed to respond, it's that you don't have to respond to all of it. And sometimes it feels as though 



Donald Trump is taking-- sort of the Democrats or maybe Hillary Clinton are putting things out there and 
he's taking the bait and responding.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Oh, they're clearly baiting him--   

ALEX CASTELLANOS:  

We've learned that there's no reverse gear on his car. He's about going forward.  

CHUCK TODD:  

They clearly bait him and he does take the bait.  

DAVID BROOKS:  

Yeah, I don't think we're in New Testament or Old Testament, we're like in Dante's Inferno, we're in the 
seventh circle of Hell, where he needs us to--  

CHUCK TODD:  

You both are frightening me. These religious references--  

DAVID BROOKS:  

There was some basic decency in the Old Testament. He needs, for him to have any chance of winning 
and you showed a map earlier, I happen to think the maps matter less this year.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Well, I think you may be right.  

DAVID BROOKS:  

Because we're not playing by the normal rules of politics. By the normal rules, he's crushed. But we may 
not be playing baseball anymore. The violence in the world may have created a vortex where none of 
those rules apply. And frankly, I think his chance of winning, which he does have, obviously, is if there's 
an unleashing of ISIS attackers drum beat after drum beat after drum beat and he says, "You can't afford 
gentleness, you can't afford decency." And frankly, Hillary Clinton did not preempt that at her convention.  

CHUCK TODD:  

You know, it's funny, Hallie, when I was thinking about this Khan thing and thinking about the two 
responses and hearing Manafort, it really is macro/micro, right? In the individual, this seems totally nuts, 
the way he responds to these things, but he sticks to this macro argument of insecurity.  

HALLIE  JACKSON:  

And it resonates with people when you go out on the campaign trail, when you're at these rallies where 
he's doubling down on all of the comments that he's made. People are responding to it. And I think that 
that is sometimes difficult to see when you're back in Washington or you're in New York and is when you 



get out in places like Cedar Rapids or Davenport or Colorado Springs, where we were. I was in Scranton 
with him this week. People were going nuts for him still. And granted, these are his supporters, these are 
people that make up his base, but it's different feeling. It feels different when you're out there.  

ALEX CASTELLANOS:  

That's what we miss I think in Washington sometimes, is the urgency of the moment. It doesn't seem 
urgent for us from the political class. But for a lot of America, they see a country facing decline and they 
think, "This may be our last chance to do something about it."  

CHUCK TODD:  

You know, Doris, if there was one thing, I thought Donald Trump's speech felt darker than I feel like 
America is, and sometimes there were times that Hillary Clinton's speech felt more optimistic than where 
we are in America. I mean, it did feel as if they both exaggerated points. Now that's a political campaign, 
that's what you do. What is it? And what's the public saying?  

DORIS KEARNS GOODWIN:  

You know, I mean, I think somewhere in the middle of those two points is where the country is. I mean, 
the country still feels, I bet most people do, that we're the greatest country in the world. I agree with that, 
in which Hillary said. But there's lots of problems. And the problems with that middle-class struggling have 
been going on for decades and decades.  

The problems with globalization, the feeling that they don't have a decent job, that they're struggling for 
their kids. And I don't think either party has answered those problems for a while. So that group is out 
there, ready to be angry, ready to be listened to. And it's going to be the Democratic challenge to 
somehow really talk to them not just in policy, but in emotional terms.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Well, that's what Bernie did, talked to them a little more emotionally.  

DORIS KEARNS GOODWIN:  

Bernie did talk to them emotionally. Trump is connecting emotionally, the Democrats are connecting 
politically.  

DAVID BROOKS:  

Can I just say that there are two countries here, with one feeling extreme pain. There's opiate addiction all 
around, there's a sense of hopelessness. There's a basic severance, "If I do this, then I get that," and that 
basic sense of responsibility has been severed. I was totally struck by how both conventions featured 
probably 20 or 30 grieving parents, both of them.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Yeah.  

DAVID BROOKS:  



And that's something I do not remember from past conventions, but that's the sense of loss crystallized 
that a lot of people feel.  

CHUCK TODD:  

All right, let me sneak in one last quick break. 45 seconds. We'll talk "End Game" and we'll sneak the 
battleground map in. We'll be right back.  

***COMMERCIAL BREAK***  

CHUCK TODD:  

Back now with "End Game," we're lamenting the fact that we're running out of time. This map here, we do 
have-- Alex, you're running a Super PAC that is only running ads in three states.  

ALEX CASTELLANOS:  

Yeah.  

CHUCK TODD:  

I have to say, by conventional means--  

ALEX CASTELLANOS:  

Makes no sense?  

CHUCK TODD:  

--this makes no sense, yes. And we are headed into August and what feels like Donald Trump's about to 
experience the John Kerry 2004 August, which is basically no advertising versus an incumbent party 
unleashing the world on them.  

ALEX CASTELLANOS:  

Well, we hope to repair that and we hope to remain competitive. I mean, Hillary Clinton's PAC is 
supposed to spend $250 million in these swing states. But yes, we're in Ohio, Pennsylvania and Florida 
and--  

CHUCK TODD:  

And that's it, those are the only three?  

ALEX CASTELLANOS:  

--I think those are the states that count. If Donald Trump is competitive in those states, he has a shot at 
winning this election.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Woah, woah, woah. Competitive? You have to win all three, in your mind.  



ALEX CASTELLANOS:  

I think he has to win all three. And I think, also, because Tim Kaine is going to take Virginia, I think, make 
that very difficult, it's going to bring--  

CHUCK TODD:  

You think that's off the table?  

ALEX CASTELLANOS:  

I think it's going to be very tough now. I think that brings North Carolina into play.  

CHUCK TODD:  

So your final four that you care about?  

ALEX CASTELLANOS:  

That's what you want to keep an eye on in this election.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Ohio, Pennsylvania, Florida and North Carolina.  

ALEX CASTELLANOS:  

Yeah.  

HALLIE  JACKSON:  

I'm not sure that the onslaught of advertising in August is going to make that much of a difference right 
now moving the needle. Remember, the conventions are earlier than they've been. You've got the 
Olympics coming up that start very soon. I don't know that the American public is tuning in and paying 
attention.  

ALEX CASTELLANOS:  

More respect for advertising, please, we need more TV ads.   

CHUCK TODD:  

Look, it goes to your point, David, this doesn't feel like a conventional campaign. It actually doesn't even 
feel like, "Oh, let's target the state-by-state." This feels like a nationalized campaign in a way we've never 
seen.  

DAVID BROOKS:  

Yeah, and it's about national mood. That's why Trump is here, that's why Bernie Sanders was here. And 
frankly, if you're trying to win Pennsylvania, like, these are long shots. These are like-, Steph Curry 
doesn’t take these shots--  



ALEX CASTELLANOS:  

Not so much. Pennsylvania is like Ohio this year. Trump has rearranged the map. You know, this is the 
angry working class guy election. And one of the questions we've had is, "Is the angry white guy, is that a 
stronger component of this election than the hopeful--"  

CHUCK TODD:  

And, Doris, the maps are always the same until they're not.  

DORIS KEARNS GOODWIN:  

Right.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Meaning an election --You know, we swear to God this is the map until we have an election that upends 
it.  

DORIS KEARNS GOODWIN:  

But you know what saddens me about the map? When you look at the huge number of states that are 
reliably Republican, reliably Democrat and we're just talking about a few number of states-- why are we 
so polarized? Because people are living next to people who believe the same thing they do. They're 
geographically, one part of the country is one way, the other is the other. That's not good for our country, 
which needs a collective sense of experience.  

CHUCK TODD:  

And it may be why we don't even understand the experience that the other is having.  

DORIS KEARNS GOODWIN:  

Absolutely.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Anyway, that's a perfect way to end this show. Sorry we don't have an extra 30, 40, 50 minutes because I 
think we could have used it. That's all for today. We'll be back next week because if it's Sunday, it's Meet 
the Press.  

***END OF TRANSCRIPT***  
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Meet the Press - August 28, 2016  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

This Sunday, Trump 3.0. Donald Trump's evolving positions on immigration. Is he now against deporting 
undocumented immigrants?  

DONALD TRUMP:  

There certainly can be a softening because we're not looking to hurt people.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Or is he still for it?  

DONALD TRUMP:  

There is no path--unless people leave the country.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Or is he not sure? We'll ask the head of the RNC, Reince Priebus. Plus, the Clinton Foundation under fire 
amid pay-for-play accusations. If Hillary Clinton wins, will the foundation need to be shut down? Finally, 
the toxic state of this campaign.  

HILLARY CLINTON:  

Through it all, he has continued pushing discredited conspiracy theories with racist undertones.  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Hillary Clinton is a bigot who sees people of color only as votes.  

CHUCK TODD:  

And what voters think of it.  

MALE VOTER #1  

Sulfur, rotten eggs  

MALE VOTER #2:  

Dead fish.   

http://nbcnews.to/2bt2PDZ
http://nbcnews.to/2bJycix
http://nbcnews.to/2bt2mRZ
http://nbcnews.to/2bt2n8G


MALE VOTER #3:  

Skunk.  

FEMALE VOTER:  

Garbage.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Joining me for insight and analysis this Sunday morning are Andrea Mitchell, NBC News' Chief Foreign 
Affairs Correspondent, Hugh Hewitt, host on the Salem Radio Network. Joy Reid, host ofAM Joy at 
MSNBC and Robert Costa at the Washington Post. Welcome to Sunday, it's Meet the Press.  

ANNOUNCER:  

This is Meet the Press with Chuck Todd.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

Good Sunday morning and we're very happy to be back after a break during the Olympics. How about 
Team U.S.A., though? It was worth that break to watch them dominate. But let's state the obvious on the 
campaign trail. It hasn't been a good week for either Presidential candidate, frankly, or for the institution of 
American politics. A week that began with Donald Trump revamping his campaign leadership, again, 
ended with him stating a new position on immigration and then another and then back again.  

The evolving "do deport, don't deport" statements confuse the public and even left his own staff tongue-
tied at times. At the same time, the F.B.I. discovered some 15,000 new Clinton State Department emails, 
which will be released starting next month, guaranteeing that that issue will follow Hillary Clinton through 
the end of this campaign.  

And once more, the Clinton Foundation faced pay-for-play charges and calls for the Clintons to distance 
themselves even further from the foundation if Hillary Clinton wins the Presidency. And through it all, the 
candidates called each other names in an increasingly nasty and negative campaign that appears to now 
be turning voters off. We'll see what that means down the road. But we begin with Donald Trump's ham 
handed efforts to find a middle ground on deportation. Was he for it before he was against it? Or is it a 
little bit of both?  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

In Iowa yesterday, Trump tried to explain again.  

DONALD TRUMP:  

All the media wants to talk about is the 11 million people.  

CHUCK TODD:  



After a week, where an attempt to moderate on immigration turned into a muddle.  

DONALD TRUMP:  

There certainly can be a softening because we're not looking to hurt people. I know people say it's a 
hardening.  

CHUCK TODD:  

In five days, a dizzying number of positions on immigration. Monday, Trump appeared to defend 
President Obama's policy.  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Lots of people were brought out of the country with the existing laws. Well, I'm gonna do the same thing.  

CHUCK TODD:  

As the week went on, his positions multiplied.  

DONALD TRUMP:  

They'll pay back taxes, they have to pay taxes. There’s no amnesty as such. There's no amnesty. But we 
work with them. There is no path to legalization. Unless people leave the country, we will see what we will 
see.   

CHUCK TODD:  

Trump even polled a town hall audience.  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Number one, we'll say throw out, number two, we work with them. Ready? Number one? Number two.   

RUSH LIMBAUGH:  

Who knew that it would be Donald Trump to come on and convert the GOP base?  

CHUCK TODD:  

Trump's latest confusion may be an attempt to soften his image without alienating longtime supporters. In 
March, more than half of Trump's supporters opposed allowing undocumented immigrants to stay in the 
country legally even if they met certain requirements. But 74 percent of voters overall supported eventual 
legal status.  

BEN SHAPIRO:  

Trump's positions on immigration, it's been like shaking a Magic Eight Ball. Half the time, it just comes up 
and says, "Please shake again." I think it's reflecting internal tensions within the campaign about what his 
positions ought to be.  



CHUCK TODD:  

Ben Shapiro is a former Editor-at-Large at Breitbart, the nationalist right-leaning website and critic of 
Steve Bannon, Breitbart's longtime chairman who Trump just hired last week to run his flagging 
campaign.  

BEN SHAPIRO:  

If the polls continue to not be very good, then I would not be surprised to see Bannon start edging other 
members of the inner team, by saying that he's been telling Trump all along that he should just do what is 
in his heart.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Bannon is already making his influence felt in innuendo about Clinton's health.  

STEVE BANNON:  

I'm not saying that, you know, she's had a stroke or anything like that, but this is not the woman we're 
used to seeing.  

DONALD TRUMP:  

She doesn't have the stamina to do it, even if she wanted to, believe me.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

Well, joining me now is the Chairman of the Republican Party, Reince Priebus. Mr. Chairman, welcome 
back, sir.  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

Good morning, Chuck.  

CHUCK TODD:  

All right. Let's start with immigration. You know, a month ago, you predicted in an interview at 
theWashington Examiner, an evolution on this issue by Donald Trump. Is that what we're seeing here? 
What is his position specifically on the undocumented immigrants?  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

Well, I mean, you're going to find out from Donald Trump very shortly. He's going to be giving prepared 
remarks on this issue I think very soon. I don't want to give a date. I think--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Let me pause right here. We don't know? I mean that is sort of remarkable that we don’t know.   



REINCE PRIEBUS:  

I just don't speak for Donald Trump. I mean, that's what I do know. But wait, here's what I know. His 
position is going to be tough, his position is going to be fair, but his position is going to be humane. He is 
going to build and complete the border wall that was set in place in 2006 by Congress; it's going to be 
paid for. I believe that he is going to, when he talks about deportation, he's going to go after people who 
are here and are criminals and shouldn't be here.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Who is a criminal under this circumstance, though? Because you know, some people believe just being 
here illegally is a crime and that makes you a criminal.  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

Sure.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Does that count?  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

Well, look, I mean, those are the things that Donald Trump is going to answer. And this is not obviously a 
simple question, these are not simple issues. If they were simple, obviously, the position--  

CHUCK TODD:  

He simplified it a lot during the primaries and some would argue over simplified it.  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

He did. He did simplify it. But now he's reflecting on it and his position is going to be known. But here is 
the thing, I think the part about where Donald Trump is on this, is he's a guy that's going to be tougher on 
this issue, tougher on illegal immigration than any politician that we've ever had as a nominee or ever 
could have as a nominee. That's not going to change. He is going to be a law and order candidate and a 
law and order President, but--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Do you agree with some of the analysis that says, "Oh, this is Jeb Bush's policy"?  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

No, I really don't because I think that you're not going to see an easy path to legalization, you're not going 
to see that in a Donald Trump plan. You're going to see--  

CHUCK TODD:  

You thought Jeb Bush's plan provided an easy plan to legalization?  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  



I think it was an easier plan to legalization. I think the Gang of Eight was an easier plan to legalization, an 
easier plan to citizenship. You're not going to have a pathway to citizenship with Donald Trump. That's off 
the table. There is no method by which someone is here illegally that is going to become a citizen and 
jump the line as Hillary Clinton wants to do.  

I mean, the real issue is, look at the two plans, look at where Hillary Clinton is. She wants to put Barack 
Obama's immigration plan on steroids. She wants millions of people who are here illegally to cut the line 
before anyone else.  

CHUCK TODD:  

But Donald Trump praised parts of Barack Obama's immigration, with as far as deportation.  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

Parts of it, but not executive amnesty, not illegal immigrants jumping the line, like Hillary Clinton wants to 
do. That's the issue. The issue is this is an election of choices. One, allow everyone in through complete 
amnesty, or number two, a tough plan that's fair and humane.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Let me ask you about birthright citizenship. It's still on Donald Trump's website. Is he going to call for the 
end of birthright citizenship?  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

You're going to have to ask him.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Where is the Republican Party on this? Do you think that should be something that should be the position 
of the Republican Party?  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

No, I believe in the interpretation of the Supreme Court on the issue.  

CHUCK TODD:  

So you're comfortable with birthright citizenship?  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

I'm comfortable with it. I'm comfortable with it. I'm comfortable with it. I'm comfortable with the Supreme 
Court rulings on the issue.  

CHUCK TODD:  

And so, you think Donald Trump-- so your advice to him would be don't be touching birthright citizenship?  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  



Well, a nominee is not - doesn’t have to adopt every single position and platform position of the 
Republican Party. If we're talking about what my opinion is on birthright citizenship does not necessarily 
have to be adopted by a nominee. My exact view of immigration and how it should be pursued does not 
have to be adopted by a nominee.  

CHUCK TODD:  

All right, but let me ask you this, in the infamous 2013 autopsy, this is what was written in it. "If Hispanic-
Americans perceive that a GOP nominee or candidate does not want them in the United States, i.e. self 
deportation, they will not pay attention to our next sentence." Do you think Donald Trump understands 
this analysis?  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

I think he understands it completely.  

CHUCK TODD:  

And is that what this evolution is about?  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

No, you know what? I don't know what when you say "what the evolution is all about." What I think is that 
Donald Trump understands that with every position that is taken and as you get closer to the White 
House, a degree of humanity and decency is part of every decision that needs to be made.  

And I know Donald Trump. I know Donald Trump in private, I talk to him every day. I know what he's 
thinking about a lot of these issues and this is a good and decent man that wants to do the right thing and 
wants to take every position that he's talking about and pepper it with decency, dignity and humanity.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Let's talk about race. Donald Trump called Hillary Clinton a bigot this week. Do you think she's a bigot?  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

Look, here’s what I think: these are not my words. I think that you have to look at people's actions. You 
look at Donald Trump and you look at his actions and developing and promoting women and breaking a 
mold in Mar-a-Lago, which today we think is nuts, but 40 years ago he broke the mold in allowing anyone 
from any background, any faith, any gender, any race into Mar-a-Lago.  

You look at Hillary Clinton, she is the one that labeled African-American youth as "super predators." Her 
campaign and her supporters in her campaign were the one that borne out the birther movement. It was 
Bill Clinton in her campaign in 2008 that questioned the success of Barack Obama, not based on his 
talent, but based on his race. It was their campaign. Why can't we start judging these people based on 
what they actually did? She gave out state secrets; she talked about race in a way that's unacceptable.  

CHUCK TODD:  

All right, and then this morning's New York Times outlines what Donald Trump and his father may have 
done when it came to basically keeping out African-Americans--  



REINCE PRIEBUS:  

Here's what I say, “may have done." I mean, this is the issue. Look at what he did do.  

CHUCK TODD:  

He was under Justice Department investigation.  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

Look, if you look at what he's done as a developer in putting together golf courses, these clubs, the things 
that he's been doing for the last several decades, he has broken the mold when it comes to this issue. 
And I can tell you where his heart's at, I know where his heart is at.  

CHUCK TODD:  

You know, one of the things he said, he said Hillary Clinton only views African-Americans as votes, not as 
human beings. And this is what he Tweeted out yesterday morning after the tragedy about Dwyane 
Wade, former Miami Heat now Chicago Bull, whose cousin was shot and killed and Chicago and he 
Tweets this: "Dwayne Wade's cousin was just shot and killed walking her baby in Chicago, just what I 
have been saying. African-Americans will, in all caps, VOTE TRUMP." Appropriate?  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

Here's where I think he's frustrated with is that Democrats, I think, have been taking advantage of this 
vote and providing very little leadership to get things done in urban areas across America. I worked in 
Wisconsin for Tommy Thompson when the first private school choice bill was put together. It was 
Democrats out of the cities, Democrats that in the power base of their party, that fought school choice 
across the state of Wisconsin. And to me, if you want to look at leadership in the cities, it's in education 
reform, it's in freeing up SBA loans for black small business owners, these are the things that our party is 
championing and he sees that. And it's frustrating to see the Democrats going to these cities, I think take 
advantage of this vote and provide very little leadership in return.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Are you happy with the hires of Steve Bannon and Kellyanne Conway?  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

Look, you know, I go with the flow based on what the campaign wants to do. I think Kellyanne is doing a 
phenomenal job. I don't know Steve Bannon, to tell you the truth, very well.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Okay.  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

I'm going to get to know him. I mean, I'm starting to get to know--  

CHUCK TODD:  



We're learning his background and some of it's quite uncommon. Is this the proper background that 
Donald Trump should be hiring if he's trying to appeal to women, for instance?  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

Look, and I don't know how much of it is true or not and neither do you. And so, I don't speculate based 
on what other third parties say about people. I tend to judge people based on what I see and what I 
interact with.  

CHUCK TODD:  

One final question when it comes to the issue of the Clinton Foundation and tax returns, I want to ask it 
this way. Donald Trump's been hitting her hard on the Clinton Foundation and saying that all sorts of 
behind-the-scenes, pay-for-play allegations, does he have- does it undercut his message if he won't 
release his tax returns? Would he be on higher ground here in criticizing Clinton's finances if we saw his 
tax returns?  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

No, I don't think so because--  

CHUCK TODD:  

By the way, Roger Stone is the latest Republican to call for Donald Trump to release his tax returns, a 
close friend of Trump's.  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

No, I don't think so, because if you look at what Hillary Clinton has done, I think when voters look at what 
Hillary Clinton actually did, they see somebody that they believe broke the law. They see somebody who 
gave away state secrets, they see somebody that went out of her way--  

CHUCK TODD:  

But how can we judge Donald Trump on his finances-- but we don't know, that's the point.  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

But do you think--   

CHUCK TODD:  

Let me ask you, if we don't know--  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

We know that Hillary Clinton shouldn't be trusted with national secrets and the most precious information 
that our country has in their hand. We know she can't be trusted. Are you equating the known conclusion 
that she can't be trusted with state secrets to what could be in Donald Trump's taxes?  

CHUCK TODD:  



We've had a history of every major nominee releasing their tax returns, Reince--every major Presidential 
nominee. And by the way, he is a private businessman, whose companies may or may not benefit from 
him being President, that's something voters should want to know.  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

I'm not suggesting that it isn't a subject that good journalists don't discuss. What I'm suggesting is I think 
it's preposterous to compare--  

CHUCK TODD:  

You don't think the two equate--  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

I think to compare someone that we know gave away national secrets to--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Wait a minute, you are making assumptions, we don't know that.  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

We do know. Comey actually said that she--  

CHUCK TODD:  

It's the vulnerability, but you are making the assumption that it happened.  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

I will tell you as a lawyer James Comey laid out a prima facie case for gross negligence, absolutely.  

CHUCK TODD:  

No, I understand the case he laid out, but we don't know factually. You don't have the smoking gun.  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

Come on, you're telling me that we don't have a smoking gun that she gave away state secrets when we 
know that confidential, top secret emails were part of the information that was put in a private secret 
server, we know that to be the case, you're equating that knowledge to the possibility of maybe something 
isn't right in a tax return that we don't know about? Come on.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Okay, Reince Priebus, I will leave it there. Mr. Chairman, good luck.  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

It's been a good two weeks for Donald Trump and it's been a bad two weeks for Hillary Clinton.  



CHUCK TODD:  

All right, we will let the panel assess that question that very question right now. Thanks very much.  

REINCE PRIEBUS:  

You bet.  

CHUCK TODD:  

In fact, the panel is here. Hugh Hewitt, Andrea Mitchell, Robert Costa and Joy Reid. All right. Costa, I'm 
going to put it to you. That last question, has it been a good two weeks for Donald Trump and a bad two 
weeks for Hillary Clinton?  

ROBERT COSTA:  

It's been a time of change for Trump, you got Bannon and Conway coming in trying to get this populism 
back on track for Trump, trying to get Trump a little more disciplined in his message. But this is a 
candidate who's uncomfortable staying on script. And so, we'll have to see how long it lasts.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Has he done damage on immigration or not, Hugh?  

HUGH HEWITT:  

No, I think he's helped himself a lot by appearing to bring more humanity to his position, especially with 
regards to families. It was a terrible two weeks. I think what we will hear, eight letters, F-A-R-A-F-C-P-A. 
Foreign Agent Registration Act, Foreign Corrupt Practices Act. The Clinton Foundation is in trouble, Doug 
Bannon. Even the former President is in trouble on these two very complex, very applicable laws.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Andrea, where are you on this with Trump's week?  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

I think Donald Trump has helped himself on immigration by muddying the waters, by making it a little bit 
less controversial, if you will, on deportation. But he has to eventually become more specific by the 
debates, let's say. But I think on the law, go back to what Comey said and what Comey actually said to 
the committee over and over again and in the letter that he sent to the committee afterwards that he finds 
no basis for prosecution. And that has to be the bottom line.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Well, in the last part that Chairman Priebus and I were going back and forth on, Joy, this issue, okay, 
you've got the issues that people have with the Clinton Foundation and what we don't know about 
Trump's businesses, is this equal or not?  

JOY-ANN REID:  



No, it is not even close to being equal. And I think one of the thing's that's been interesting in the last 
couple of weeks is we've discovered one of the few things we have been able to find out about Trump's 
business dealings is how much money he owes to foreign banks. I think those questions are not going 
away. I think the American people as you rightly said to Reince Priebus, do have a right to know what 
business interests and what debt a potential President might have.  

But I will tell you on the other side of that ledger, one of the concerns that a lot of Democratic strategists 
have had has been a lack of energy around the Clinton candidacy by African-Americans. Donald Trump 
has done more to energize African-Americans against him in this last two weeks of supposed outreach 
than Hillary Clinton has done in a year.  

CHUCK TODD:  

All right. The Steve Bannon--  

ANDREA MITCHELL: 
“I don’t know Steve Bannon,” wow.  

CHUCK TODD:  

“I don’t know Steve Bannon,” Hugh, what did you make of that?  

HUGH HEWITT: 
I don’t know Steve Bannon either.  

CHUCK TODD: 
But it tells me there’s some--  

ANDREA MITCHELL: 
Caution--   

HUGH HEWITT:  

But I will say this, for every Steve Bannon and Breitbart and there is a David Brock and Media Matters; for 
every Ann Coulter, there's a Michael Moore; for every single Milo there's a Maher. And so, there's a 
reflection--  

ANDREA MITCHELL: 
Who’s the Roger Stone?  

JOY-ANN REID:  

Yeah, and I was just going to say there isn't a somebody with connections to white nationalism in that 
group that you mentioned except Steve Bannon.  

ROBERT COSTA:  

But--  

JOY-ANN REID:  

And I think that's a significant problem for the Trump campaign.  



ROBERT COSTA:  

So the Trump campaign’s meeting today in Bedminster, New Jersey. For one thing, I've been covering 
Bannon for five, six years, he's done zero press appearances, he's keeping a low profile. I think he knows 
he doesn't need to be out there. He has Conway as the face of the campaign. But Bannon, these reports, 
they're getting a lot of Republicans nervous, you hear it in Priebus--  

CHUCK TODD:  

That was a tell to me. It sounds to me if that the Chairman has his preference, Steve Bannon would not 
be--  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

But Kellyanne Conway is a great face for this campaign right now. Steve Bannon is not.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Very quickly something he pointed out. Very quickly. Anyway, we'll be back in a moment to talk about the 
other person that had a rough week this week, Hillary Clinton. Those 15,000 new emails and charges that 
the Clinton Foundation operated on a pay-for-play basis. And later, we talked about some of the ugliness 
of this campaign season, but we had a really ugly moment earlier this week. Take a look.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

GOV. PAUL LEPAGE:  

I would like to talk to you about your comments about my being a racist, you EXPLETIVE  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

That voicemail message left by Maine Governor, Paul LePage is just the latest example of a race to the 
bottom, maybe by too many politicians. And it's something that has a lot of voters saying, "Enough." We'll 
get into it later in the show.  

***COMMERCIAL BREAK***  

CHUCK TODD:  

Welcome back. Turning now to a week that saw Hillary Clinton once again facing questions about her 
private email server and then accusations of so-called pay-for-play at the Clinton Foundation or at least a 
pay for access. Eight years ago, after Barack Obama was first elected, members of his team expressed 
concerns about their foundation as Clinton was tapped as Secretary of State. Well, joining me now to talk 
about that, David Plouffe, the architect of the Obama 2008 and 2012 campaigns and a former Obama 
White House Senior Advisor and currently, an advisor at Uber. Mr. Plouffe, welcome back to the show.  

DAVID PLOUFFE:  

Good morning, Chuck.  



CHUCK TODD:  

Now I know you were not involved in the transition negotiations at the time, but there was definitely 
concern about the appearance of a Clinton as Secretary of State and another Clinton raising money from 
foreign entities at a private foundation. Do you believe that the Clintons upheld their end of the bargain 
when it came to the memo of understanding that was signed by the White House at the time?  

DAVID PLOUFFE:  

I do. And I think you have to step back, Chuck. So the Clinton Foundation, I think it's a universal 
agreement, has done remarkable work around the world. I think Donald Trump himself contributed 
$100,000 to the foundation. So the work it's done around HIV/AIDS, around malaria. I think there are 
legitimate questions, particularly what she means if she's President. I think they've begun to answer that 
by saying Bill Clinton will step down from the board.  

But again, I think if you look at this from a campaign perspective, you've got the foundation and then 
you've got Donald Trump's murky world. You know, the only candidate, a major party nominee never to 
release taxes. What's amazing to me is of all the things Donald Trump has done and he’s got a Hall of 
Fame of unforced errors that have hurt his candidacy, the thing I think that he is most concerned about is 
what's in his tax returns.  

And then, you've got his business dealings. I mean, his foreign policy is basically centered around a 
bellicose tax on China, he probably has hundreds of millions of dollars of exposure potentially there, his 
fondness for Vladimir Putin. There's real questions around his business. So I think there's legitimate 
questions about the Clinton Foundation, the press is clearly spending a lot of time on that. But I think if 
you look at both of these candidates in terms of who can you trust and some of these financial dealings, I 
don't think there's much of a comparison.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Let me go back to the Clinton Foundation, why is what was okay at State not okay as President? And it 
makes you wonder, why wasn't there thought of former President Bill Clinton stepping down from the 
foundation eight years ago?  

DAVID PLOUFFE:  

Well, listen, I think there's been a lot of transparency. I think there's been a great deal. Obviously, there's 
releasing of donors. There's a lot of information being released, which is why there is so much attention 
on this. But I think that it's appropriate. By the way, I'm glad they're not falling into the trap of shutting 
down the Clinton Foundation.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Why is that?  

DAVID PLOUFFE:  

The Clinton Foundation does remarkable work, okay? All around the world. And I think as long as there's 
the right transparency, the right accountability and those procedures are clear to the public, I think it's a 
huge attribute and contribution to the world.  

CHUCK TODD:  



Well, isn't it a concern, though, if you're at the Clinton Foundation and you're a major donor, isn't it a 
concern now if you're a donor, considering how much of a political hot potato it could be, doesn't it 
undermine the Clinton Foundation's efforts because of the political nature now of things involving it?  

DAVID PLOUFFE:           

I don't think so. I think if you're someone who cares about the work the Clinton Foundation is doing 
around the world, you're going to be very, very passionate about continuing that work going forward. And 
if anything, I think people are going to kind of intensify. Because I think at the end of the day, these are 
political attacks. I get it, we're in a political season. But it's undeniable, okay? It's a universal fact that the 
Clinton Foundation has been a great addition to the global scene.  

CHUCK TODD:  

I guess the issue has to do with the purchasing of access, which is legal. The Supreme Court it is 
essentially legal to buy access of a politician within reason, not to get something in return beyond access. 
But is that really the problem, the fact that that is legal? That essentially, a lot of people do expect access 
in return for a contribution?  

DAVID PLOUFFE:  

Well, my strong belief is I don't think people gave to the Clinton Foundation expecting access. If you look 
at some of the people who were listed in some of these fairly erroneous press reports, Melinda Gates, 
Muhammad Yunus, Elie Wiesel. So you’ve got people I think, these are very wealthy people who care 
about the work of the Clinton Foundation.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Right, what about the Government of Qatar, the Government or Kuwait, the Government of Oman, what 
were they looking for?  

DAVID PLOUFFE:  

Well, listen, as Secretary of State, you're going to meet with leaders all over the world. You do that 
anyway in the course of business every day.  

CHUCK TODD:  

I want to ask about the race in general. The last time you were on, you expressed concern that Hillary 
Clinton couldn't do well in places like Virginia and Colorado. Well, it's the first two states that essentially 
the campaign has pulled out of because they think they’ve put the campaign away. How did you miss 
that? Why did you misread those two states, in particular? I'm just curious.  

DAVID PLOUFFE:  

Well, those are two tough states. I think they were uniquely suited to Barack Obama. And I think so when 
we had that conversation I think the assessment was that Donald Trump would try and do some things to 
appeal to the middle of the electorate, to appeal to suburban college-educated women. He's not. I mean, 
basically, we have a psychopath running for President. I mean, he meets the clinical definition, okay? 
Hillary Clinton--  

CHUCK TODD:  



Wait a minute. Wait a minute.  

DAVID PLOUFFE:  

Yeah?  

CHUCK TODD:  

Do you really think, diagnosing people on air, I assume you don't have a degree in Psychology. Is that 
fair? I mean--  

DAVID PLOUFFE:  

Well--  

CHUCK TODD:  

--we're jumping to conclusions here, I think this is what gets voters a little frustrated with this campaign.  

DAVID PLOUFFE:  

Well, you know, listen, the grandiose notion of self-worth, pathological lying, lack of empathy and 
remorse. So I think he does, right, I don't have a degree in Psychology. But here it is-- Chuck, basically, 
the race ends today; I think Hillary Clinton is guaranteed at least 269 electoral votes, think about that. 
Because Virginia and Colorado, both campaigns I think believe are put away.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Earlier this week, you compared it to '84. You basically said this race is over, we just don't know the 
margin.  

DAVID PLOUFFE:  

I think that's right. I mean, I think at the end of the day, you know, there's maybe a 20 percent chance it's 
close two or three points, I think it's likely going to be a landslide. I mean, you look at every state. So 
Pennsylvania, Donald Trump has less than zero percent chance of winning Pennsylvania. She's sitting at 
269. And I think states like New Hampshire, I think states like Florida, I think states like Ohio, Nevada, 
she's clearly got the advantage.  

So again, if you step back and say, "Has Donald Trump done anything in the last few weeks to attract 
swing, suburban college-educated women, improve his position with younger voters, with minority 
voters?" He hasn't done that.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Two quick questions. You said prepping for a Donald Trump debate by Hillary Clinton is going to be very 
difficult. Who would you have portray Trump in mock debates with her? Would you have, like, a Mark 
Cuban, something like that?  

DAVID PLOUFFE:  



Well, it's a great question. I think it is going to be difficult because you are going to have to prepare for 
many different Trumps, you know? Kind of like well-behaved, modest Trump, I doubt we'll see that. You 
know, kind of off-the-rails Trump. A Trump who doesn't prepare for anything and apparently, you know, 
based on reports, that's how they're doing it. You just don't know what he's going to say. So I think 
actually the job of preparing for Trump is difficult. So you are going to have to have somebody who can 
play many different roles. It's fascinating, actually.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Let me put up a final headline here. You were in the White House dealing with the politics of Obamacare 
for years. These are headlines just in the last couple of weeks. The Washington Postone is the one I want 
to emphasize today, "Healthcare Exchange Sign Ups Fall Far Short of Forecast," literally, one half of what 
was projected at this point in time on sign ups. Let me ask you this, how concerned are you that 
Obamacare could implode on itself, considering what we've seen this year? It's not been a good year for 
it.  

DAVID PLOUFFE:  

Not at all, Chuck, I think you've got to step back. So you've had millions and millions of Americans and 
their families now have healthcare coverage. You're seeing a lot of innovation around payments. 
Healthcare costs, obviously, have been on a decent trajectory so in terms of overall healthcare costs for 
the country. So I think what will happen after this election, though, is obviously you'll have the space to 
say, "Okay, what's working well?" And I think almost all of it is.  

"What needs to be strengthened?" I think you'll see a lot of Republican Governors now finally accept 
Medicaid funding. So no I think this is a very important contribution to the economy, to this country. 
There's no doubt over time you're going to step back and say, "What needs to be adjusted?"  

CHUCK TODD:  

Let me ask you this, given all of the insurance companies that have bailed from the exchanges, was 
bailing on a public option now a mistake?  

DAVID PLOUFFE:  

Well, I think the President has spoken recently about that. I don't think you could have gotten the public 
option passed, by the way, that wasn't going to be passed. You know, we barely passed this thing. But I 
think at the end of the day, the President has spoken about it. He thinks that's part of the solution going 
forward.  

                                  CHUCK TODD:  

David Plouffe, always a pleasure, sir. Thanks for coming on.  

DAVID PLOUFFE:  

Thanks, Chuck.  

CHUCK TODD:  

You got it. A lot to chew on there. We'll be back with the panel in just a moment. And later, those reports 
of increasing Republican registration. They're true. But they may not be all they appear to me. I'll explain 
after the break.  



***COMMERCIAL BREAK***  

CHUCK TODD:  

Back now the panel. Before we get into Clinton Foundation stuff a little bit and we got into it last. While I 
was interviewing Chairman Reince Priebus and he was talking about the immigration position we'll learn 
more has evolved, the running mate, Mike Pence, was on CNN at the same time and he said, "Let's be 
clear, nothing has changed. His position on illegal immigration, his principles and policies have been 
absolutely consistent. Katrina Pierson said earlier this week. Let me play it and then let's talk about.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

KATRINA PIERSON:  

He hasn't changed his position on immigration. He's changed the words that he is saying. What he has 
always said from the beginning is that he does not want to allow people to stay in this country illegally.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

Look, Chairman Priebus admitted that he's changed his position, that what he has said in the primaries is 
different now, Hugh. Are they playing too many rhetorical games here?  

HUGH HEWITT:  

As long as Donald Trump remains fixed on the fence, keeps his wall in place--  

CHUCK TODD: 
You think that’s the line in the sand?  

HUGH HEWITT:  

That's the north star from which he cannot depart and will not depart. He's always been ambiguous on 
touch back. Who knows what it meant? But that ambiguity is catching up with him.  

JOY-ANN REID:  

You know what? We have Robert Costa right here whose report in the Washington Post said that Donald 
Trump tends to reflect the words of the last person that spoke to him. And I think that you can now really 
see the disconnect between the Kellyanne Conway faction which is saying, "Be softer," that he literally 
says it's a softening.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Yeah.  

JOY-ANN REID:  

And then, I think he got uncomfortable with the word "softening" and is at now with the hard and incredibly 
durable and strong wall. And I do think that Donald Trump has not thought deeply about policy and that 
he is reflecting whoever is nearest him or the crowd that is cheering.  



ANDREA MITCHELL:  

It's the crowd that's cheering, it's the pushback. And you saw, the most blatant example was when he did 
a poll and said to crowd in the Hannity Town Hall, "What do you want? Do you want to deport them all? 
Do you want to not deport them all? Which is it?" You know?  

JOY-ANN REID:  

Yeah.  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

It’s like the Roman circuses. Thumbs up, thumbs down from the Caesar. Look, he's reacting to that and 
it's a fight for the mind and heart of Donald Trump--  

ROBERT COSTA:  

You've got to think about Trump as someone surrounded by an orbit. You know, last Sunday he's sitting 
at Bedminster, piles of bacon cheeseburgers and hot dogs, ice cream. You got Roger Ailes there, you got 
Laura Ingraham there, you got Steve Bannon there, you have Kellyanne Conway.  

You have the family that's worried about the brand for Trump. You have all these voices. And as Joy said, 
Trump doesn't have this populist, nationalist core. He's latched onto that movement, but that's not really 
who he is. So at this crucial juncture in the campaign, he's being flooded with advice and he's navigating 
it--  

CHUCK TODD:  

The irony is it’s that businessman in him, probably that's why he keeps gravitating to a middle ground 
because ultimately, middle ground is where he's comfortable.  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

I should just point out that Kellyanne said that Roger Ailes was not at that meeting. Now there is a 
disconnect there and your reporting is one thing. But she says she's not been at a meeting, that Roger 
Ailes is a friend and advisor, but she's not that--  

CHUCK TODD: 
Ailes may have been at Bedminster but not at that scene.  

JOY-ANN REID:  

But that is a question I think that voters could rightly ask. And if this is a person that's so easily swayed by 
one of the loudest voices in the moment is, then what does that mean for what his decision-making would 
be as President? Who would actually have sway over policy in this country? And then, you start to look at 
the people around him. People like Steve Bannon, who is a toxic personality around him. And you start to 
think about that inner circle. They would be incredibly powerful.  

CHUCK TODD:  

I think we as discussed, we may be one oppo drop away from Bannon not being a part of this campaign.  



HUGH HEWITT:  

Very possibly. I will point out, though, that Secretary Clinton carries more baggage than Marley’s ghost--  

CHUCK TODD: 
Well I want to transition to that--  

HUGH HEWITT:  

And one of those is Sidney Blumenthal. So if you want to talk about toxic people following around in the 
wake of a candidate, let's hone in on Sidney Blumenthal and the Clinton gang from the '90s, more 
baggage than Marley's ghost. I mean, that's why she--  

JOY-ANN REID:  

But not more than Steven Bannon, quite frankly. Not more than-- and by the way, you know, you talk 
about the people around him, Donald Trump's economic advisors are his donors and they have written an 
economic policy that would be very beneficial to them personally and to Donald Trump and his family 
ending the estate tax. These are people who are self dealing inside the campaign.  

CHUCK TODD:  

I want to transition to the Clinton Foundation because I guess, Andrea, what I don't understand is the 
Obama White House knew this was a problem eight years ago.  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

They had memorandums of agreement signed by everybody.  

CHUCK TODD:  

And you know, it was interesting, David Plouffe wasn't fully comfortable wrapping his arms around the 
foundation. He was not. And none of the Obama world is. I've noticed this week they rally around her all 
the time, except when the foundation comes up. I didn't see a lot of Dan Pfeiffer, David Axelrod-- Tweets 
this week backing her up.  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

You know, here is the pushback and it's something that we really have to get on because they say they're 
winding it down, but what I am told is it is really hard to wind this down. For one thing, Joe Scarborough 
asked her on Friday, "Why not just turn it over to the Gates Foundation?" The Gates Foundation does 
grants, they don't do operations on the ground. The Clinton Foundation does.  

And so, there are different types of foundations. They have already accepted the whole healthcare 
component, which is one of the largest components. That will not be wound down. Chelsea Clinton is 
going to be on the board, they've been saying this for a while, that's not news. But the fact is that she is 
still going to be on the board to help wind this down--  

HUGH HEWITT: 
But--  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  



Let me just finish. Bill Clinton just said to all of us in the press on Wednesday that they don't want anyone 
to be fired.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Right.  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

So it is going to be a slow wind down, it's not going to be wound down, by the time if she’s elected and 
takes over.  

HUGH HEWITT: 
But that’s not an excuse for breaking the law.  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

I’m not saying that’s an excuse  

JOY-ANN REID: 
What law was broken?  

ANDREA MITCHELL: 
There is no law.  

HUGH HEWITT:  

The quo and quid pro quo is the meeting and you cannot set up meetings on behalf of--  

JOY-ANN REID:  

But one moment, the quid here is to very wealthy people, "Give us money, so we can give 11.5 million 
people AIDS drugs." And the quo is, "Huma Abedin may call you back." That is not a quid pro quo, in a 
sense. And I think we have to ask whether we've invented a new standard. The George Bush Foundation, 
which benefits him, it benefits his library, which can accept foreign donations, existed all through the eight 
years of his son's Presidency.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Right.  

JOY-ANN REID:  

I don't recall us asking whether people who might want to influence President George W. Bush could 
simply give to a foundation that benefited him. His foundations have not financially benefited the Clinton 
family at all.  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

Let me just answer what she just said. The State Department, which has been very uncomfortable about 
a lot of this has said they find nothing where this is a proof of action. And I've got to tell you, when we 
went through the AP story, they found emails, they found connections, they did not find the other piece.  



CHUCK TODD:  

Very quickly, and Robert, when we're debating oh, proof of this, proof of that, here's what the voter hears: 
Rich people get access.  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

Yeah. That's the problem.  

CHUCK TODD:  

And by the way, that's legal and that's American politics.  

ROBERT COSTA:  

So I think this is the key question. We went out on the trials in Virginia with Mike Pence yesterday talking 
to swing voters and some others who were for Trump, you get the sense that the Clintons came out and 
they had this big speech on the Alt Right and the Breitbartification of the Trump campaign and the 
Republicans have all this chatter about the Clinton Foundation. Who's hearing what right now in this 
campaign?  

CHUCK TODD:  

Right.  

ROBERT COSTA:  

You got 75 days left. Is it about the Clinton campaign and the foundation or is it about the Alt Right and 
Trump?  

CHUCK TODD:  

Great closing point, we'll pause it there.  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

A pox on both your house.  

CHUCK TODD:  

There it is. When we come back, Republicans are making registration gains in some battleground states, 
but Democrats are making gains in important parts of those same battleground states. We'll show you 
right after the break.  

***COMMERCIAL BREAK***  

CHUCK TODD:  

And we are back it’s Data Download time. You may have heard recently that Donald Trump is energizing 
a new group of Republican voters and building a registration advantage going into the fall. But the 
numbers show much more of a mixed picture. Let me go through it.  



We decided to take a close look at five battleground states with significant Hispanic populations: North 
Carolina, Florida, Colorado, Arizona and Nevada. Since the beginning of this year, Republicans have 
seen bigger registration increases in two states, Florida and North Carolina, while Democrats have seen 
greater voter registration increases in three, advantages in Colorado, Nevada and Arizona. And we know 
the unusual GOP nominating fight and enthusiasm for Trump did increase Republican registration in all of 
these states. So how do you explain the increased Democratic registration? Well, let's look at Hispanics.  

In these five states, there are 18 countries where the Hispanic population is over 100,000. In 14 of the 18, 
registration grew at a higher rate than the state as a whole. And in 15 of these 18 counties, the 
registration advantage went to the Democrats. Now this was all significant because in these growing 
counties, newly registered voters are more likely to be brand new voters to the process, not just to the 
Democratic Party.  

Meaning more new voters in November for Clinton. And as David Wasserman over at FiveThirtyEight 
pointed out this week, the Republican registration gains in states like North Carolina and Florida are often 
formally registered Democrats, who have already been voting Republican in the general election for 
years, many of them will switch party registration to vote in the primaries for the first time. That doesn't 
necessarily translate into new Republican votes in November - just a whole new Republican Primary 
electorate. All right, when we come back, what voters have to say about the tone and tenor of this year's 
campaign. Here's a hint, it's not pretty.  

***COMMERCIAL BREAK***  

CHUCK TODD:  

And we are back. This has been, shall we say, an ugly week in American politics. Let me just roll a 
compilation here.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Hillary Clinton is a bigot.  

PASTOR MARK BURNS:  

We should be talking about Hillary Clinton’s health.  

RUDY GIULIANI:              

So go online and put down, "Hillary Clinton illness, take a look at the videos for yourself."  

KELLI WARD:  

John McCain has fallen down on the job. He's gotten weak, he's gotten old. So I do know what happens 
to the body and the mind at the end of life.  

HILLARY CLINTON:  

Through it all, he has continued pushing discredited conspiracy theories with racist undertones.  

JOEL BENENSON:  



I think Mr. Trump, who we know has paid zero in taxes in at least four years--  

TIM KAINE:  

If you look at a guy's tax returns and you find that he's using trick and dodge he can to not pay any taxes, 
then there's a guy trying to dodge supporting our veterans.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

So that was just a compilation this week of mainstreaming innuendo, essentially, because that's what it 
feels like we've done. And I didn't even bring up perhaps the lowest moment of the campaign week, which 
didn't take place in the Presidential level, took place up in the State of Maine. Let me play an excerpt of 
this horrendous voicemail that the Governor of Maine left for his State Legislature.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

PAUL LEPAGE:  

I would like to talk to you about your comments about my being a racist, you EXPLETIVE. And, I want to 
talk to you. You want-- I want you to prove that I'm a racist. I’ve spent my life helping black people and 
you little son-of-a EXPLETIVE.  socialist EXPLETIVE. .  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

Uhm wow. Yeah, I didn't even bring up-- we had a Republican Senator call the President a drug dealer. 
We've had other innuendo. Andrea, we always say jeez a new low we cry wolf four years ago about how 
nasty the campaign is, we've surpassed anything.  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

And I go back to, you showed a little bit of Peter Hart’s focus group--  

CHUCK TODD:  

And I have more of it, don't worry.  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

And their reactions when asked, "What is the odor of the scent of this campaign" was, you know, skunk, 
rotten eggs--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Let me not hear it from you, let's hear it from them. Let me show you.  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  



Good.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

MALE VOTER #1:  

From chemistry class, sulfur, rotten eggs.  

FEMALE VOTER #1:                

Garbage.  

MALE VOTER #2:  

I can't say it on the air, so I'll say dead fish.  

FEMALE VOTER #2:  

Stinks  

MALE VOTER #3:                     

Garbage.  

FEMALE VOTER #3  

Rotten eggs.  

MALE VOTER #4:  

Skunk.  

FEMALE VOTER #4:  

Skunk.  

MALE VOTER #5:  

Skunk.  

FEMALE VOTER #5:  

Garbage.  

MALE VOTER #6:  

Garbage.  

FEMALE VOTER #6:  



Manure.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

Now let me set that scene, that's a focus group of 12 people; four are Trump voters, four are Clinton 
voters, four undecided, they were unified on one thing: The odor of this campaign.  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

And it boiled down to loathing Hillary Clinton, even amongst some of her supporters who said she's a liar, 
they don't like her, to fear, real fear of Donald Trump because of things he's said and because of how the 
Clinton team has portrayed him as being reckless and not up to being Commander-in-Chief.  

CHUCK TODD:  

But I think voters, what are we doing? It's getting uglier and louder. Elected officials feel like they have to 
say some of these to get through--   

JOY-ANN REID:  

Yeah, the great irony here is, you know, Hillary Clinton did this big speech introducing the Alt-right to 
America. The irony is this is the kind of discourse that the Alt-right sort of dreams of. The idea--  

CHUCK TODD:  

They want it.  

JOY-ANN REID:  

One of their ideas, one of their sort of driving ideas and Breitbart.com sort of embodies this is to explode 
the idea of political correctness, to make the unacceptable acceptable, to be able to say whatever you 
want on race, whatever you want on gender. To talk about people in the LGBT community in vile ways, 
any way you want, because their ideas of political correctness is what is destroying conservatism, 
Republicanism and the country. And so, this is the campaign of the Breitbart world's dreams.  

ROBERT COSTA:  

When I talk to my sources in the Republican Party close to the Trump campaign, their outlook is bleak. If 
the Clinton campaign can make the argument that this is about temperament and this is about tone, the 
swing voters in the suburbs of North Carolina and Ohio are likely to tilt toward Clinton.  

CHUCK TODD:  

But this is bigger than Trump and Clinton. I don't want to get lost here. To me, Hugh, this is bigger than 
Trump and Clinton in that we have conditioned the American political, whatever you want to call it now, 
American politics, the institution to this vile crud.  

HUGH HEWITT:  



It is a resentment election. Some elections are run on celebration in like Reagan in '84, some run on hope 
like President Obama's in 2008. These two candidates have been around for so long in the public eye 
that they have many, many enemies, whereas, President Obama was new. Mitt Romney was relatively 
new. John McCain was a war hero. We’ve had two cycles where people were afraid to take the gloves off. 
Right now, we have a cycle where both have been punching bags for everyone--  

CHUCK TODD:  

But I also want to bring up the fact, though, that it's clear that- you know - that senators can say "drug 
dealer" with--  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

I would say this is when Pat Moynihan, a great senator, called defining deviancy down. And what we have 
now is a political debate that is so coarse and so vulgar, but I guess you would say, you know, who 
started it? Maybe--  

CHUCK TODD:  

It’s not about who started it. I don’t want to get into that. No, it is, but there's rough and there is--  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

And there's rough, right.  

JOY-ANN REID:  

-- But in 2008 we sort of defined a new low. I mean, I have to say, you go back and look at some of those 
Sarah Palin rallies in 2008, I think a lot of African-Americans looked at that campaign. And said, this is the 
beginning of opening a door, at least on race, that we're now opening in other areas. But there is a pivot 
point that we can say did begin with the ascension of Barack Obama.  

ROBERT COSTA:  

You see rough campaigns throughout history. I'm just saying, especially after two terms of a President, 
you look at after Reagan, '88. '88 was a rough campaign. After the Democratic administrations in '60 and 
'68 had a lot of fire to it. I know this is different because it's 24/7, media environment and it's incendiary 
each minute and that everyone--  

HUGH HEWITT:  

And a lot of the provocateurs are also entrepreneurs. There is money to be made here.  

JOY-ANN REID:  

That is true.  

CHUCK TODD:  

That is I think the reason why it's become acceptable.  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  



And fact-checking doesn't seem to matter.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Yeah, we're beyond, we're in a post-truth world. Anyway, we'll be back in 45 seconds with "Endgame." 
The opponents of political correctness, speaking of political correctness, got an interesting ally this week 
in the unlikeliest of places.  

***COMMERCIAL BREAK***  

CHUCK TODD:  

And we are back. Back now with Endgame. Interesting little note at the University of Chicago to incoming 
students. Let’s put it on the board. This is a note sent to incoming students.  “Our commitment to 
academic freedom means that we do not support so-called ‘trigger warnings,’ we don't not cancel invited 
speakers because their topics might prove controversial, and we do not condone the creation of 
intellectual ‘safe spaces’ where individuals can retreat from ideas and perspectives at odds with their 
own.” I have to say, this came across after what has been an odd few years of maybe over campus 
reactions. As this is, what I thought, what college was supposed to be about.   

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

A lot of research universities and elite schools that don’t have the same problem that these public 
universities have of state legislatures are putting this out. There are guidelines at most universities now, 
“we’re not cancelling speeches, no matter how controversial or how offensive.” And that gets back to the 
definitions that go all the way to the Supreme Court.   

CHUCK TODD:  

The purpose of going to college, I remember, is sometimes to have debate and have access to 
controversial opinions.  

HUGH HEWITT:  

Well this was done because of a committee put together by Professor Geoffrey Stone, who’s a big liberal 
but also a first amendment - I used his casebook teaching con-law for many years. Professor Stone is an 
adamant defender of open expression everywhere. And it’s long overdue and I’m not surprised the 
University of Chicago started it.   

CHUCK TODD:  

You know, Joy, somebody might say, “you just talked about the meanness of the campaign before, and 
now you guys are praising--” but there is a difference. This is being done by intellectual heft to it.   

JOY-ANN REID:  

Yeah, I mean, as the daughter of a college professor, there are a lot of, you know, teachers in these 
colleges who are nervous about even kind of the lectures they give because there might be a reaction 
from a student that is, you know-- I think we have gone too far in the direction of not allowing intellectual 
debate and ideas that make you uncomfortable. I think as long as colleges are careful not to allow 
harassment, which in the Internet age, to your point earlier, can also happen. So you have to balance the 
two.  



ROBERT COSTA:  

One of the things I love when I go back to college campuses is there's a real protest movement, people 
are politically engaged, but I do agree. There is too much sensitivity sometimes to the the deferring view. 
Everyone should be respected. But at the same time, when I was at Notre Dame, I loved when I heard 
someone from the far left versus the far right. Let’s see the debates.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Yeah, I know, I got to go to school and I had, literally, one day I saw Jesse Jackson come to GW, the next 
day Newt Gingrich. And it was great and I went to both events, you know?  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

That's what you want. I mean, let's face it, Hillary Clinton started at Wellesley as a Goldwater Republican 
girl and it was all of the tumult of the years and the people she came in contact with that changed her. We 
all change--  

JOY-ANN REID:  

This was stuffing envelopes for Eugene McCarthy--   

CHUCK TODD:  

And this goes to the issue of diversity, which is, does ideology, should that be a part of a diversity 
conversation in newsrooms? You know, and in all sorts of places?  

ANDREA MITCHELL:  

Yeah, and one other thing, your comment about the '88 campaign, I covered it. You know, Lee Atwater 
and what they did to Michael Dukakis with the helmet and all of the rest. I mean, it was a rough campaign, 
but it was pre-talk radio, pre-cable TV, really, and pre-Internet. And the velocity of what's going back and 
forth and the anonymity, as you were suggesting off-camera, the meanness and the crudeness of this 
campaign and the fact that you can get four Pinocchios, but it doesn't matter because we aren’t trusted 
either.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Well, that's because everybody is listening to their own megaphones. Alright guys, what a week, it's good 
to be back. I love the Olympics, but I was done with the marathon. Two marathons are enough. We've got 
our own marathon, 70-plus days of it. That's all we have for today. We'll be back next week, because I 
promise you, if it's Sunday, every single Sunday for the rest of this year, it is Meet the Press.  

* * *END OF TRANSCRIPT* * *  
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Meet the Press - September 4, 2016  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

This Sunday, 65 days to election day and we're no clearer about Donald Trump and deportation. Is he 
purposely not committing to a policy or does he really not have one?  

DONALD TRUMP:  

We did discuss the wall, we didn't discuss payment of the wall. They don't know it yet, but they're going to 
pay for the wall.  

CHUCK TODD:  

This morning I tried to pin down Donald Trump's running mate, Mike Pence, on what a Trump presidency 
would do.  

GOV. MIKE PENCE:  

I think Donald Trump's been completely consistent.  

CHUCK TODD:  

And get his reaction to the latest news on Hillary Clinton's e-mail.  

GOV. MIKE PENCE:  

Just this more evidence that Hillary Clinton is the most dishonest candidate for president of the United 
States since Richard Nixon.  

CHUCK TODD:  

My sit-down with Mike Pence. Also, you say you want a revolution?  

GOV. MIKE PENCE:  

We need a political revolution.  

CHUCK TODD:  

But where is it? Can Bernie Sanders convince his most passionate followers to get behind Clinton? 
Senator Sanders will join me live. Plus polls show the race is getting tighter. Clinton is losing ground. But 
Trump isn't gaining much. So where is Clinton's support going?  

Joining me for insight and analysis this Sunday morning are Chris Cillizza of The Washington Post, 
Kristen Welker of NBC News, Alex Castellanos, an advisor to Donald Trump, and Maria Teresa Kumar of 
Voto Latino. Welcome to Sunday, it's Meet the Press.  

ANNOUNCER:  



From NBC News in Washington this is Meet The Press with Chuck Todd.   

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

Good Sunday morning, and a happy Labor Day weekend, end of summer to everyone. It's hard to look at 
the events of this past week and not think it all seems oddly familiar. Wash, rinse, repeat, right? On 
Friday, it was Hillary Clinton then e-mails. The F.B.I. revealed details about their interview with Clinton, 
ended up raising new questions and giving Republicans yet more ammunition to go after her about how 
she and her aides handled e-mails and classified information while she was at the State Department.  

On Wednesday, it was Trump and the issue of deportation. In the afternoon, he seemed accommodating, 
maybe even presidential, in a meeting with Mexico's President in Mexico City. Then, just hours later, 
before supporters in Phoenix, Trump gave a thundering anti-illegal immigration speech that seemed more 
suited for the primaries than the general election. And just yesterday, Trump made a rare attempt at 
winning over African-American voters with an appearance at Great Faith Ministries in Detroit.  

DONALD TRUMP:  

I am here today to listen to your message, and I hope my presence here will also help your voice to reach 
new audiences in our country. Today I just want to let you know that I am here to listen to you, and I've 
been doing that.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Yesterday I caught up with Trump's running mate, Governor Mike Pence of Indiana at the Ohio State 
University just before the Buckeyes' opening game against Bowling Green. Not much of a game, by the 
way. Ohio State won big, 77 to 10. I asked Pence to explain Trump's position on deporting undocumented 
workers in this country. And then I had to ask again and again and again. Here it is.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

It begins with building a wall, border security. It begins with enforcing the laws of this country, removing 
criminal aliens and removing people who've overstayed their visa, ending catch and release, 
strengthening our border patrol, strengthening immigration and customs enforcement, doing all of the 
kinds of things we've talked about, the eVerify system for employers in this country, all the things that we 
know will bring all the incentives that are built into our economy, all of the ways that illegal immigration 
has been made possible in this country, all of that will come to an end.  

And I think that's exactly what the American people want to hear today. And with regard to anyone that 
remains after all of that is done, I think what you heard Donald Trump say is that we'll give consideration, 
working with the Congress, in a new and reformed immigration system, to consider it at that time. But 
what the American people want to see today is to establish the borders of this country, enforce the laws 
of this country. And Donald Trump has created a roadmap to do that, Chuck.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Why can't you definitively say what's going to happen to these folks? Because he used to definitively say 
it. He said there would be-- everybody has to leave. Even if-- quickly. Everybody has to leave. And now 
there's some muddiness to this. I don't know how-- it is just unclear to me. Can you clear this up?  



GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

Well, that may be the way you see it. Looking at this, some 10,000 people in Arizona last week, it wasn't 
the way they see it. As I travel across this country campaigning with Donald Trump and for Donald Trump, 
I think people hear him loud and clear. And he's been completely consistent on this point. He put--  

CHUCK TODD:  

No he -- on this no he’s not --  

GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

--he put illegal immigration--  

CHUCK TODD:  

He had deportation--  

GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

--at the very center of the national debate.  

CHUCK TODD:  

But he has not been consistent on this issue of what to do with the 11 to 15 million.  

GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

Well, but there are people in different circumstances in that category. There are people who are criminal 
aliens in this country. And I think everyone in this country understands that people who are here--  

CHUCK TODD:  

and I assume you mean violent crimes.  

GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

Well, people who are here, who their first act in this country was a violation of the law, but have gone on 
to criminal activity in America, we want them out. We want them out quickly. Donald Trump has made it 
very clear that a priority of our administration will be removing criminal aliens.  

We'll also be finding people who've overstayed their visa. An enormous number of people come to this 
country legally and then simply overstay their visas because we make no effort to hold them accountable 
to that or uphold the law. The simple truth is that what the American people long to see is leadership at 
the national level that doesn't myopically focus on the group that you're focused on and I know the media 
loves to focus on.  

CHUCK TODD:  

It's not the media.  



GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

But is focused on--  

CHUCK TODD:  

There's a lot of--  

GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

But Chuck, is focused on--  

CHUCK TODD:  

But Latino--  

GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

--the American people themselves.  

CHUCK TODD:  

There was a whole bunch of Latino leaders that there’s quite a few of them have backed away from 
supporting your ticket because they didn't like what they heard on Wednesday because they were told 
one thing and they felt misled. One of them even said they felt misled. And one of the major issues has to 
do with what about this issue of deportations.  

GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

Well, I was--  

CHUCK TODD:  

And what are you going to do?  

GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

Well, I was--  

CHUCK TODD:  

And it's not just media.  

GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

I was campaigning in Idaho. And a Mexican-American who came to this country legally with his family 
came up to me wearing a Trump-Pence shirt, shook my hand and said, "Tell Donald Trump we support 
him 100%." I mean people who have come to this country legally, who stood in line, who played by the 
rules, in the Latino and the Hispanic community, just like every other American, long to have a president 
that says, "We are a nation of laws, and that we're going to uphold and enforce those laws." But what I 



thought was most important about Donald Trump's speech on Wednesday night in Arizona was different, 
frankly Chuck, with all due respect--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Okay.  

GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

--to the media's focus on the 11 million or whatever that number is. He was focused on the more than 300 
million people who are citizens of this country and are here legally in this country, and driving policies in 
immigration that will work for them, work for the future of our nation.  

But make no mistake about it, and I hope your viewers have a chance to read or to see that speech in 
Arizona. He also talked about establishing a commission to reform our broken immigration laws, whole 
cloth, to really reform and change the way that people have the ability to come into this country, and do it 
all in a way that's in the interest of the American people, and in the interest of the long-term future of our 
country.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Is it fair to say that you're not going to answer this question about the 11 to 15 million? I say just you, but 
the campaign. You're going to leave this as an open question throughout the rest of this campaign?  

GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

I think Donald Trump's been completely consistent. And I think he did answer the question.  

CHUCK TODD:  

And is it an open question, the other-- I mean but he hasn't when it comes to-- because on one hand, he 
said deportation force, everybody has to leave. I mean he said it, "Everybody has to leave, we've got to 
have borders." Now he's saying he's open to doing something different with whoever remains, which 
would be about half.  

GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

Well, I think we really don't know what that number is or who that is until we do all of the things in the ten 
point plan that Donald Trump--  

CHUCK TODD:  

How do you incentivize them to come out of the shadows if you don't tell them what the penalty will be?  

GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

Well, I think look, Donald Trump's made it very, very clear that, in his ten point plan, we're going to build a 
wall, we're going to enforce the laws of this country, we're going to end catch and release, we're going to 
do all of the things that politicians in both political parties have been talking about for more than a 
generation. He's also said there's going to be no amnesty and no path to legalization. If people want to 
get legalized or want to get right under the color of the law, they need to leave the country. But he also 
says--  



CHUCK TODD:  

So nobody becomes legal in this country--  

GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

Yeah.  

CHUCK TODD:  

--without leaving the country?  

GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

Chuck, he also said--  

CHUCK TODD:  

See, this is where we get confused.  

GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

He also said it's not going to be under the existing caps and the existing program. But it's, rather, going to 
be under a new and reformed immigration program. I mean what you heard Donald Trump call for was 
border security, building a wall, which actually, Hillary Clinton actually said that she was for a physical 
barrier, I'm told, just a few short years ago.  

CHUCK TODD:  

What do you do with so-called "dreamers," folks, kids that were brought here when they came over here, 
their parents brought them illegally, they were kids, they're here now, they’ve gone to public school, gone-
- what do you do with them?  

GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

I think all of these--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Is he going to rescind-- he said he's going to rescind the executive order.  

GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

Yeah.  

CHUCK TODD:  

That the president signed.  

GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  



Of course.  

CHUCK TODD:  

So then what do you do with them?  

GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

Yeah. Well, of course--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Do they live in the shadows?  

GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

Well, of course, he's going to rescind, as he said, all of the unconstitutional executive orders we've had in 
President Obama. Now, we have a pledge in Hillary Clinton, the promise of successive administrations 
that essentially legislate from the Oval Office. The Supreme Court turned that back with this 
administration. And Donald Trump, of course, will rescind that. And he won't, as Hillary Clinton promises, 
to do executive amnesty.  

CHUCK TODD:  

How are you going to force an ally to pay for the wall? I mean I understand the remittance idea, that you 
redo the Patriot Act. I mean that feels like a shakedown.  

GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

Well, look, we have an enormous economic relationship with Mexico. And this week, you saw Donald 
Trump travel to Mexico City and meet with President Pena Nieto and start a constructive dialogue, first, 
on issues that they agree on. But I'm very confident, when Donald Trump becomes negotiator-in-chief, 
we're going to sit down with our ally in Mexico, who shares with us a commitment to ending illegal 
immigration--  

CHUCK TODD:  

What is their incentive to pay for this wall? I mean other than we're going to withhold money. That's the 
incentive?  

GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

The United States of America is the most powerful economy on the face of the Earth. Access to our 
economy is enormously valuable to Mexico and every other country in the world. As we go into-- whether 
it's reforming NAFTA, as both of these leaders talked about in their meeting this last week, or a broad 
range of areas of our relationship.  

Look, the one thing Donald Trump knows is how to do a deal.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Let me ask you about being in Utah, by the way. First of all, you had a campaign in Utah.  



GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

Yeah.  

CHUCK TODD:  

And a lot of Mormons in particular don't like the Muslim ban, don't like even the revised version of it, which 
is not supposedly targeting religions, but targeting regions. And they come home from missions and talk 
about trying to help these Syrian refugees. They're very-- I'm sure you heard some complaints personally 
about this. What did you tell concerned Utah residents about the Muslim ban?  

GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

I was frankly overwhelmed by the support that I encountered in Utah and later in the day, in Idaho. I have 
to tell you, people are listening to Donald Trump's agenda to make America great again. And they're 
responding. And I'll tell you, particularly in Utah, there's great concern about the Supreme Court of the 
United States.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Just go back to this Muslim ban. When he first came out of it, you came out and you basically said it's 
unconstitutional. You have defended the new version of this. Why do you think the new version of his 
plan, which would target countries or regions rather than religion, why do you think that's constitutional?  

GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

Well first off, the foreign policy of Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton has resulted in the wider Middle East 
literally spinning out of control. I mean we've seen Syria imploding into civil war, Libya imploding into civil 
war. We have entire countries in that region of the world and territories that have been compromised by 
terrorism. And I think what Donald Trump has said is that we have to immediately suspend immigration 
from any countries that have been compromised by terrorism. And I think that's--  

CHUCK TODD:  

You can make a case that over 100 countries--  

GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

I think that's altogether appropriate.  

CHUCK TODD:  

--have been compromised. I mean, like, how do you identify? What is a--  

GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

Well--  

CHUCK TODD:  

--give me the definition of a country compromised by terrorism. Is that France?  



GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

Well, let's start with--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Germany?  

GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

Well, let's start with--  

CHUCK TODD:  

The United States?  

GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

Chuck, let's start with Syria. Hillary Clinton wants to increase Syrian refugees to this country by 550 
percent. I don't think any--  

CHUCK TODD:  

United Nations is asking the United States to increase its Syrian-- by the way, for what it's worth, it goes 
from-- right now we've accepted 10,000.  

GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

Okay. Good.  

CHUCK TODD:  

And they want us to accept 65,000.  

GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

Sure. Well, Hillary Clinton wants to increase Syrian refugees to this country by 550%.  

CHUCK TODD:  

From ten to 65.  

GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

Donald Trump--  

CHUCK TODD:  

That's what the U.N. requested.  

GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  



Donald Trump and I believe that we should suspend the Syrian refugee program.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Completely?  

GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

And create working with Arab countries to create safe zones for people to be able to escape those war-
torn areas. But to continue to allow people into this country when our own homeland security, our own 
F.B.I., says we can't know for certain who these people are, is putting the safety and security of the 
American people second to the agenda of the U.N. or to liberals in this country.  

And Donald Trump is just simply not going to do that.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Quick question about the leadership of the campaign. There's been some troubling allegations, both 
against Steve Bannon, some things he may have said about Jewish people, some things he may have-- 
happened between him and his wife. There's been troubling allegations having to do with Roger Ailes, 
both of whom are apparently advisors to this campaign. Are you comfortable with that, considering some 
of the allegations you've read against both of these men? Are you comfortable with their involvement in 
this campaign?  

GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

Well, I promise you, the person leading Donald Trump's campaign is Donald Trump. You know, he and I 
talk every day, sometimes several times a day. He is a hands-on leader and a hands-on CEO.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Appropriate for Roger Ailes to be involved?  

GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

I trust Donald Trump's judgment to assemble around this team a group that's going to help us move 
forward and be successful and win. And come on, I mean Steve Bannon has denied all of those 
allegations. And--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Well, some of them are in court records.  

GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

And--  

CHUCK TODD:  

And look, and I know divorces are divorces. I'm not going to-- but it's troubling allegations. People are 
going to look at that and say, "All right, Steve Bannon, then you see all these allegations against Roger 
Ailes, it just feels as if there's-- does he ignore troubling allegations against people that work for him?"  



GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE:  

I trust Donald Trump to assemble a team around him in this campaign, as he has and will continue to. 
You'll continue to see people added to this campaign. What's really remarkable for me, having joined this 
campaign just six weeks ago, is the fact that this campaign has always been propelled by a movement of 
the American people. I mean where in Hillary Clinton, there's a thousand employees and experts and 
pollsters. And frankly, there were people in the Republican primary who had significant apparatus, as 
well.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD: The other big news story this week, of course, besides Trump's immigration muddle, in a 
Friday news dump, the F.B.I. took the rare step of releasing notes from its three and a half hour interview 
with Hillary Clinton in July about a private server. There was no recording, just notes. We'll explain that in 
a little bit.  

The top take-aways from the notes, Clinton claims she did not understand basic classification procedures. 
She didn't recall any training on how to handle classified information. In fact, Clinton told the F.B.I. that, 
quote, she, "could not recall” or “could not remember” key details more than three dozen times. She even 
told the F.B.I. she thought the "C" on an e-mail referred to the order of paragraphs instead of, quote, "the 
word 'confidential,'" which is the lowest level of classification.  

Former Secretary of State Colin Powell advised Clinton, according to her, to be, quote, "Very careful” in 
how she used private e-mail. And the F.B.I. notes show that a computer specialist, whose name was 
redacted, deleted an archive of Clinton e-mails just weeks after the existence of Clinton's private server 
became public in March of 2015. The F.B.I. said it requested 13 mobile devices which potentially were 
used to send emails using Clinton's private e-mail system. The Clintons' law firm could not produce any of 
them. One staffer told investigators he destroyed two mobile devices by breaking them in half or hitting 
them with a hammer. After Governor Pence and I walked outside, we talked about Clinton's emails. 
Here's an excerpt.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

GOV. MIKE PENCE:  

It's just more evidence that-- Hillary Clinton is the most dishonest candidate for president of the United 
States since Richard Nixon.  

CHUCK TODD:                

It’s a tough charge.  

GOV. MIKE PENCE:  

It is a tough charge, Chuck, but come on.  

CHUCK TODD:  

I'll just ask you this, though. If she were as dishonest as you claim, then why isn't the F.B.I. prosecuting?  

GOV. MIKE PENCE:  



Hillary Clinton, what’s evident from the notes, what’s evident from all of the revelations over the last 
several weeks, is that Hillary Clinton-- operated in such a way to keep her e-mails, and particularly her 
interactions, while Secretary of State, with the Clinton Foundation out of the public reach, out of public 
accountability.  

CHUCK TODD:  

You guys have higher ground on this issue, on this whole idea of transparency, and her accountability. If 
you guys were as transparent, releasing the tax returns, him releasing his tax returns, whatever you want 
to say about the Clintons, and we know this because the information has either been dragged out of them 
or it's been disclosed. We don't have any disclosures. We don't have your tax returns.  

GOV. MIKE PENCE:  

Donald Trump and I are both going to release our tax returns. I'll release mine in the next week. Donald 
Trump will be releasing his tax returns at the completion of an audit. But the issue here is not--  

CHUCK TODD:  

But that won't be before the election.  

GOV. MIKE PENCE:  

The issue here-- well, we'll see.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Okay.  

GOV. MIKE PENCE:  

The issue here is not one of information that was not available or the incomprehensible decision that she 
made as Secretary of State to have a private server in her home, 11 different Blackberries and mobile 
devices. But really, rather, it's all-- goes to the question of why did she do that? And the other e-mails that 
have come out in the last several weeks really give evidence of the fact that it was all an effort to paper 
over and conceal a pay-to-play process that was underway while she was Secretary of State.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Let me ask you this, in the spirit of transparency. You have sealed your Congressional records, where 
they're not going to be opened up at the university until either after your death, essentially. Are you going 
to rescind that order and release all of that information now before the election?  

GOV. MIKE PENCE:  

Well, I'll certainly look at it. It’s the first time I've been asked to do that. But I truly do believe in the public's 
right to know. And frankly, now, because of--  

CHUCK TODD:  

But you would err on the side of transparency?  



GOV. MIKE PENCE:  

I--  

CHUCK TODD:  

When in doubt, err on the side of transparency?  

GOV. MIKE PENCE:  

You know me, Chuck. That's always been my policy. I believe in a free and independent press and 
accountability. And I give a lot of credit to efforts in the media and independent organizations that, to your 
point, have brought this information into the light by the Clinton Foundation. I mean the revelations in this 
F.B.I. interview, I truly do believe, give evidence of the fact, that Hillary Clinton is the most dishonest 
candidate for president of the United States since Richard Nixon.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Coming up, Bernie Sanders joins me live, one day before hitting the campaign trail for Hillary Clinton. And 
later, whatever happened to Clinton's big lead in the polls? She's slipping. But where is the support 
going? Because it doesn't appear that Donald Trump is getting a bump. We'll be right back.  

***COMMERCIAL BREAK***  

CHUCK TODD:  

Welcome back. Let's bring in the panel. Political strategist Alex Castellanos, who is working with one of 
the Trump Super PACs, Kristen Welker of NBC News, who's covering the Clinton campaign for us, Maria 
Teresa Kumar, president and CEO of Voto Latino, and Chris Cillizza, political reporter for The Washington 
Post. Welcome, all. Mr. Cillizza, let me start with you. Pence trying to defend Trump on immigration, 
what’d you think?  

CHRIS CILLIZZA:  

Well, he's not going to answer the operative question, which is the one you asked him multiple times, 
what's he going to do with the undocumented workers. Look, I think what Pence signed onto, he knew 
what he was getting into, right? There was no question of like, "I wonder what it would be like to run with 
Donald Trump." You knew what you were getting.  

And I think what he has made peace with, what he probably made peace with when he took this is, "I'm 
going to go as far as I comfortably can as a much more mainline politician than Donald Trump in 
defending Donald Trump. What I'm not going to do," you heard it on taxes, as well.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Yeah.  

CHRIS CILLIZZA:  

"What I'm not going to do is put my own personal credibility on the line. I'm going to say, 'Donald Trump 
has been -- I think Donald Trump has been consistent, these are Donald Trump's views.’"  



CHUCK TODD:  

He did the same thing on the Roger Ailes question. He didn't want to own it.  

CHRIS CILLIZZA:  

He's not going--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Trump owns Ailes, not him.   

CHRIS CILLIZZA:  

He's not going to own it. And he's also not going to say anything about the undocumented workers. The 
truth of the matter is I don't know that Trump knows what he wants to do with them. So I'm not sure, even 
if you ask Trump candidly, he'd be able to give you an answer.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Alex, you're a long-time political strategist. It seemed to me we saw, sometimes it was clumsy, but we 
saw, over about an eight-day period, they were plowing the fields, the Trump folks, of, basically, waiting 
for Trump to change his position. And on Wednesday, the Mexico City day, you thought, "Well, okay." 
And then a meeting with-- something is afoot. And then the Wednesday night speech. Missed 
opportunity?  

ALEX CASTELLANOS:  

I think it was a big of a missed opportunity in the sense that, you know, we all lock our doors at night not 
because we hate the people outside, but because we love the people inside. And I think the tone of the 
speech was not matching the words of the speech.  

At the same time, there's a little bit of softening and evolution in the position. The tone of it is very hard 
line. I like what Donald Trump is doing on immigration. It's much more honest than we usually get from 
politicians. You know, Barack Obama's plan was to close Guantanamo. He ran opposing health care 
mandates, like, "Oh, that's what he's going to do if elected." We know it doesn't work that way.  

It's much more honest to say, "Look, we're going to do a few big things. We're going to build a wall. We're 
going to get the bad guys out of here. And we're going to work on, iterate, we're going to fix this as we 
go." I think that's a much more honest approach.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Maria.  

MARIA TERESA KUMAR:  

I think-- and Donald Trump is so disingenuous. And it's not an honest approach when you're saying that 
you're going to deport 11 million people almost overnight on a sliding scale. And the fact that he went into 
the belly of the beast of the Arizona law that says, it's the "Show Me Your Papers" law. It's the law that 
basically condones racial profiling, that the Supreme Court said you have to get.  



The principle problem I believe that the Latino voter has with the immigration law is that it's all code word 
of "we don't like the browning of America." When you start talking that you're going to go ahead and 
repeal the 14th amendment of birthright citizenship, when you tell an American journalist to go back to 
Univision, when you tell people to go ahead and speak English, we know that you're talking about us.  

And when we start talking about the complexity of immigration reform, these are not individuals that live in 
silos. We were talk-- imagine being in the living room. You're watching this Donald Trump speech as 
you're eating dinner and you know that the person sitting next to you, your grandmother or your aunt, is 
undocumented. We're talking about 6.5 million mixed status households. He wants it both ways. But he's 
been very clear that he considers two different types of Americans. And one, unfortunately, is not the 
browning of it.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Kristen, what was interesting here was the RNC reaction. And we got stories--  

KRISTEN WELKER:  

Right.  

CHUCK TODD:  

--that the RNC basically said, "Don't tweet about the speech. Don't do anything." It was sort of the Mike 
Pence approach, "I'm not going, we're not going to say anything."  

KRISTEN WELKER:  

Well, and a Republican official tells me there was an immediate realization within the RNC, and also 
within the Trump campaign, to some extent, that the tone was off, as you say, but also, the optics were 
off. The fact that he was delivering this speech, throwing out red meat to the base in Arizona, after that 
trip to Mexico, there was a sense, "Why didn't he deliver this speech at The Brookings Institution, for 
example?" This was supposed to be a serious policy speech.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Right.  

KRISTEN WELKER:  

And it turned out--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Why let him get fed--  

CHRIS CILLIZZA:  

It’s indicative of-- I mean, to me, that day, is Donald Trump's presidential campaign in microcosm. You 
keep thinking, "Well, he's-- " now people say it's a little--He's reading off the teleprompter. He toneally 
sounds like he's in the right place. He looks statesmanlike. And then a tweet from the Mexican president 
saying, "I made clear--  



CHUCK TODD:  

Set’s him off.  

CHRIS CILLIZZA:  

--pay for the wall." Now all of a sudden he does this thing where he says he's going to pay for it, he just 
doesn't know it yet. I mean the opposite of diplomacy.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Alex, what if his day had ended at 5:00PM on Wednesday?  

KRISTEN WELKER:  

Right.  

CHUCK TODD:  

What if he had flown from Mexico City to La Guardia and went to bed at 5:00PM?  

ALEX CASTELLANOS:  

I'm-- I'm-- I'm 62 years old. I shouldn't do any public events after 5:00PM.   

CHUCK TODD:  

And you don't want a 70 year old man doing t it, either?  

ALEX CASTELLANOS:  

I don't think he should. But you know, I think Chris is right, the first half of the day was beautiful. And by 
the way, Trump is moving up in the polls, just a teeny bit, even despite all of this. For the first half of the 
day, he's standing on the world stage. He looks presidential. The Mexican president doesn't have the 
strength that he has.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Yeah.  

ALEX CASTELLANOS:  

Can't stand up to Trump.  

MARIA TERESA KUMAR:  

But I think--  

ALEX CASTELLANOS:  

Overall, a good impression.  



CHUCK TODD:  

Maria, very quickly.  

MARIA TERESA KUMAR:  

Yeah.  

CHUCK TODD:  

A little criticism from some Latino leaders thinking the Clinton campaign has been a little slow with their 
Latino voter pitch. No Spanish language advertising in general election states so far. Are they slow? Are 
they behind?  

MARIA TERESA KUMAR:  

The fact that Trump, is the Republican candidate, has actually given the Hillary campaign tons of media 
and Spanish media, so much so is that we have--  

CHUCK TODD:  

The free media trumps everything--  

MARIA TERESA KUMAR:  

The free-- no, but I mean to really crystallize it, there is a Latino astrologist named Walter Mercado that 
we've all grown up with, listening to in Spanish media. He has gone after anti-Trump. So the fact that she 
is so much media buy in the Spanish languages is good, it's fantastic. But her challenge is actually going 
to get the Latino millennials, the ones that are English dominant that may not be turning it on.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Guess what? I'm going to have an interesting millennial conversation with something who's not a 
millennial, but who has a lot of appeal to millennials, that's for sure. We'll be back in a moment with none 
other than Bernie Sanders, who declared a revolution during the primaries. And he now hopes he can get 
his revolutionaries to vote for his former opponent. He hits the campaign trail on his own for Hillary Clinton 
tomorrow. And he joins me live, next.  

***COMMERCIAL BREAK***  

CHUCK TODD:  

Welcome back. Senator Bernie Sanders is hitting the road tomorrow on Labor Day to campaign for Hillary 
Clinton solo. And it will be the first time he does that on her behalf. He'll appear at the AFL-CIO's annual 
breakfast in New Hampshire and a high school. Both events are in the battleground state of New 
Hampshire, a state Clinton needs to win in November, and a state where Sanders was victorious in a big 
way during the primaries.  

Overall Sanders, of course, won 22 states, pushed Clinton to the left, and developed an intensely loyal 
following. He now hopes to bring those voters over to Clinton's side in her battle against Donald Trump. 
Senator Sanders joins me now from Burlington, Vermont. Senator Sanders, welcome back to the show, 
sir.  



SEN. BERNIE SANDERS:  

Thank you very much.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Let me ask you about your revolution. And I put it this way. Why did you have so much success getting 
your voters to support you, but you've had less success in seeing your voters, for instance, pull an upset 
over Debbie Wasserman Schultz down in Florida? Or we haven't seen more progressive upsets in 
primaries, where your motivated base came out for you but not for others? How do you explain that?  

SEN. BERNIE SANDERS:  

Well, it's not quite accurate, Chuck. Actually, that gentleman in Florida, Mr. Canova, did a lot better in his 
district than I did when I was running. And I think he did pretty well, I think he got 43 percent of the vote, 
taking on a pillar of the establishment.  

I think you're going to see very strong candidates for the United States Congress in upstate New York 
and in the state of Washington win, I hope, in November. They both won their primaries. And I think 
you're going to see candidates for state legislature all of this country, for city council, for school board.  

What the political revolution is about is transforming America, is getting millions of people involved in the 
political process, is understanding it's not just the president, but it is people coming together and saying, 
"We need a government that represents all of us and not just the 1 percent." And that's not going to 
happen overnight, Chuck, but I think it is happening.  

CHUCK TODD:  

You know, Senator, one of your supporters, Mike Figueredo, host of progressive, called The Humanist 
Report podcast. And he was really upset at you personally, because he actually thought you abandoned 
Mr. Canova. He thought where were you? You didn't campaign for him. And he even said, "Look, that 
feeling you felt when Elizabeth Warren abandoned you and chose to run away from you during the 
Massachusetts primary, that's what Tim Canova is feeling right now." What do you say to him or any other 
Sanders supporters--  

SEN. BERNIE SANDERS:  

Well, what I--  

CHUCK TODD:  

--that feel as if you didn’t do enough?  

SEN. BERNIE SANDERS:  

Well what I would say is that, you know, there are a lot of things happening in this country, things 
happening in my own state, work that I have got to do. I can't do everything. But I would say that our 
supporters, as I understand it, contributed about $600,000 to Mr. Canova's campaign. That is a very 
significant contribution.  

I think what you are going to be seeing in the weeks and months to come, Chuck, is me playing an active 
role, not only trying to make sure that Donald Trump does not become president of the United States, but 



that, in fact, we create a movement for this campaign and for the future, which creates a government in 
which our government responds to the needs not of the Koch Brothers and wealthy campaign 
contributors, but to ordinary people.  

CHUCK TODD:  

One of the things I think Secretary Clinton is going to need from you is probably help with millennials. I 
want to put up an interesting little poll graphic from our NBC-Wall Street Journal poll at the beginning of 
August. And overall, the head to head, we had that this was an early August poll, Clinton was at 43, 
Trump 34. And Gary Johnson and Jill Stein were combined for 15 percent.  

But among those aged 18 to 34, Jill Stein and Gary Johnson actually, together, get 29 percent of folks 
under 35. That's more than Trump. Clinton sits at 37. A lot of those folks are your supporters, as you 
know. Jill Stein is making a direct appeal to your supporters, and so is Gary Johnson. What do you tell 
those folks that, right now, have been wooed by them successfully?  

SEN. BERNIE SANDERS:  

Well, this is what I would say, and what this campaign is supposed to be about. It's supposed to be about 
the real issues impacting the American people. Either Hillary Clinton or Donald Trump is going to become 
president of the United States. And there is no question to my mind that Hillary Clinton is far, far, far and 
away the superior candidate.  

Look at the issues. Which candidate is going to be raising the minimum wage to a livable wage? Which 
candidate is going to be making public colleges and universities tuition-free? Which candidate is going to 
do something about the great environmental crisis we face, which is climate change, which is Hillary 
Clinton? And which candidate doesn't even acknowledge the reality of climate change, which is Donald 
Trump? Which candidate's going to create millions of jobs rebuilding our crumbling infrastructure, is going 
to deal effectively with immigration reform and criminal justice reform?  

So I think, on all of those issues, what people have got to say is, "This is not about Trump, it's not about 
Clinton, it is about the American people." And on all of those issues, Chuck, to my mind, Hillary Clinton is 
far and away the superior candidate. And I hope people see that.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Do you think Gary Johnson should be in the debates?  

SEN. BERNIE SANDERS:  

I think they have, you know, generally speaking, my view is that, if people reach a certain level, you can 
debate about what that level is, I think it's, what is it, 15 percent--  

CHUCK TODD:  

You think that's fair?  

SEN. BERNIE SANDERS:  

--they should be in the debates.  

CHUCK TODD:  



So you think that level, that 15 percent, is a fair metric?  

SEN. BERNIE SANDERS:  

Probably too high.  

CHUCK TODD:  

You think it should be lower--  

SEN. BERNIE SANDERS:  

Probably should be lower than that.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Okay. Let me ask you, let me play for you perhaps one of the more famous sound bites from your primary 
campaign. Here it is.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

SEN. BERNIE SANDERS ON VIDEO:  

The American people are sick and tired of hearing about your damn emails.  

HILLARY CLINTON:  

Thank you. Me too! Me too!  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

Well, Senator Sanders, that happened almost a year ago. That was an October, 2015 debate. Here we 
are in September of 2016. you may not care about them, but a lot of people do. Do you have any advice 
for Hillary Clinton on how she should handle this? Could she handle it better?  

SEN. BERNIE SANDERS:  

You know--  

CHUCK TODD:  

You've struggled with the foundation. You thought the foundation was problematic. Do you think she 
should shut the foundation down?  

SEN. BERNIE SANDERS:  

Chuck, you know, the latter part of my statement, which doesn't get recorded very much, is, "What the 
American people want to hear about are the real issues impacting their lives, why the middle class is 
declining, income and wealth inequality, why we are the only major country not to guarantee health care 



to all people." That's what I believed then. That's what I believe now. Chuck, every other major country on 
earth, 50 miles away from where I am right now in Burlington, Vermont, guarantees health care to all 
people as a right.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Yeah.  

SEN. BERNIE SANDERS:  

The top one tenth of 1 percent now owns as much wealth as the bottom 90 percent Those are the issues 
I believe we need to focus on, politicians and the media. Let the American get involved in that debate. 
And I think at the end of the discussion, people will see Clinton as the superior candidate.  

CHUCK TODD:  

I understand that. But you can't govern if you don't have trust. So can she rebuild trust by pledging 
something to do that? Is it shutting down the foundation? What would you tell her to do?  

SEN. BERNIE SANDERS:  

Well, I would certainly suggest that, as president of the United States, she should cease all operations, all 
contact with the Clinton Foundation.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Does that mean shutting it down, or just not being involved? Can you--  

SEN. BERNIE SANDERS:  

At the very least, she should not be involved, at the very least.  

CHUCK TODD:  

And would you feel more comfortable if it just didn't exist during her time as president?  

SEN. BERNIE SANDERS:  

I don't know enough. They do a lot of good things with A.I.D.S. and so forth. I can't, you know, definitively 
answer that. But I think, Chuck, what we have got to do as a nation, is have a very serious debate on the 
enormous crises facing this country. That is where our focus has got to be.  

CHUCK TODD:  

All right, Senator Bernie Sanders on the campaign trail again tomorrow. We'll be watching. Enjoy Labor 
Day and enjoy the campaign trail. Stay safe, sir. Good to see you.  

SEN. BERNIE SANDERS:  

Thank you very much, take care.  



CHUCK TODD:  

When we come back, why the recent tightening of the polls may not be exactly what it seems to be. 
Before we go to break, you've got to see this scene from The Vatican earlier this morning. This is where 
Pope Francis officially elevated Mother Teresa to sainthood. She will now be known as Saint Teresa of 
Calcutta. We’ll be back in a moment.  

***COMMERCIAL BREAK***  

CHUCK TODD:  

And we are back. It's data download time. You may have noticed that Donald Trump has been closing the 
gap with Hillary Clinton in recent polls. Her post-convention bounce is clearly gone. But it hasn't gone to 
the direct benefit of Trump. So where has it gone?  

Well, we're going to take a look at polls that were released right after the conventions and then re-
released again in the last week. We're going to start with our own poll, NBC News Survey Monkey, that 
had Clinton at 41 percent this past week. That was down three points immediately from the post-
convention in early August. Trump sits at 37 percent. He's down a point from early August. Libertarian 
Gary Johnson gained a point, Green Party candidate Jill Stein gained a point. And "no answer" gained 
two points. So collectively, Clinton and Trump lost four from the convention bounces, while Johnson and 
Stein and "no answer" gained four.  

Now let's look at the National Monmouth University Poll. That had Clinton down three points from early 
August. Trump is actually up two from early August. Meanwhile, the combination of Johnson-Stein and all 
others, that also went up two points. So while Trump has gained in this poll, he doesn't go up as much as 
Clinton drops.  

Now let's go to the states. We’re going to look at Wisconsin, in a new poll from Marquette Law School. 
Remember, it's a state both candidates lost in the primary. Well, Clinton is down five points from her post-
convention lead in this poll in August. Trump is down a point. At the same time, Johnson is up a point, 
Stein is up three, and "no preference" is up two. So again, Clinton and Trump are down six collectively 
while Johnson, Stein and "no preference" are up six.  

An election where voters are casting their eye toward anyone other than the two major party nominees, 
Johnson and Stein are having more of an impact on Clinton support than Trump's. It's going to be very 
interesting over the next few weeks. Number one, does Clinton get these voters back? Number two, are 
these voters at all in play for Trump? If they didn't go to Trump now, will they ever go to Trump? Or are 
these voters that are vacillating between Clinton, third party candidates, or not voting at all?  

Coming up, if you've been getting emails from someone saying they're desperate for you, they've lost all 
hope, they need you and they need you now, worry not. It's probably not from a jilted ex-lover. But it is 
from somebody else. We’ll explain.  

***COMMERCIAL BREAK***  

CHUCK TODD:  

Back now with the panel. We talked about Trump and immigration. Kristen Welker, the emails. I    said, 
you know, nobody cares about the damn emails. That's what Bernie Sanders famously said. I couldn't 
believe when I looked at the time stamp, October of 2015.  

KRISTEN WELKER:  



That's right.  

CHUCK TODD:  

We are now at September of 2016. Somebody cares about them.  

KRISTEN WELKER:  

Absolutely. And to some extent, the problem for Secretary Clinton is not the content of these stories 
anymore, it's the fact that they keep breaking. There's this drip, drip, drip that just will not go away. And 
obviously, it feeds into voters' lack of trust in her.  

You asked Bernie Sanders if it's too late to turn it around. It's hard to see that she can really turn that 
around at this point. I think that's baked into the cake. That's part of Democrats' concern about the fact 
that she's been off the campaign trail for so long. They want her to get back in the game so that she can 
defend herself amidst these headlines.  

CHUCK TODD:  

By the way, just so people know, there was no recording, there is no recording.  

KRISTEN WELKER:  

That's right.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Because it's F.B.I. policy that, and at this point, unless the person who's been arrested, do you record an 
interview. F.B.I. doesn't ever do this. And I have to say, it is sort of-- it's disconcerting, no matter who you 
are, whether you're F.B.I. or the person being interviewed, because there's no record here. You're going 
by notes. And it's not-- I'm uncomfortable with all of this.  

CHRIS CILLIZZA:  

I feel like there's an audio record of almost everything at this point. I think--when I'm outside in public, I 
assume that  

CHUCK TODD:  

Again, this isn't fair to either the lawyer or the--  

CHRIS CILLIZZA:  

They don't even release. This is sort of over and above the releasing of the interview and the report.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Yeah.  

MARIA TERESA KUMAR:  



But the problem is that it all of a sudden feeds into this narrative. For folks that don't know that that's the 
standard practice, that feeds into this narrative that she's getting some sort of special treatment. But 
clearly, she's--  

CHUCK TODD:  

She's not, no.  

MARIA TERESA KUMAR:  

Exactly right.  

CHUCK TODD:  

It's a befuddling policy, I think.  

ALEX CASTELLANOS:  

that she has been treated, I think, a little differently that somebody under F.B.I., this kind of investigation, 
they bring--  

CHUCK TODD:  

She thinks she's treated over and above what other people would be treated.  

ALEX CASTELLANOS:  

They bring her in late in the ninth inning when the investigation is almost over, when most investigations 
like this-- you start interviewing key folks like that early. And that's how Petraeus ends up getting caught 
on perjury. You walk people through.  

They lay it out all in front of her at the last minute, this, "You okay with this?" But her problems are much 
bigger than this. Her problem is she was dishonest about this. She said there was no classified 
information. And that was just not true. And on top of that, it all leads to the Clinton Foundation, 
something that has been called a "slush fund-- "  

MARIA TERESA KUMAR:  

But this is my favorite part--  

ALEX CASTELLANOS:  

--by the Sunlight Foundation, the gold standard here.  

MARIA TERESA KUMAR:  

No, this is my favorite part is Vox recently did a piece on The Clinton Foundation, saying that the scandal 
is that there is no scandal, right? And if you actually look at the work that The Clinton Foundation has 
done, it's actually good work. But then you take--  

ALEX CASTELLANOS:  



Actually, it's not.  

MARIA TERESA KUMAR:  

--but then you take Trump,who basically took his foundation money and actually wrote a check to a 
campaign. That is actually illegal. He actually had to pay a fine.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Well, this brings me to the larger issue for Trump. Because if you don't-- it goes back to the Mike Pence.  

KRISTEN WELKER:  

Right.  

CHUCK TODD:  

If you want to make this an issue, Chris Cillizza, you've got to release something. You've got to be on 
even or even higher ground.  

CHRIS CILLIZZA:  

That's the--  

CHUCK TODD:  

And there's nothing.  

CHRIS CILLIZZA:  

Her clear weakness, and a real flaw, look, if we talked about this in any other context with any other 
candidate, somewhere between 55 and 65 percent of the public consistently said, "The words honest and 
trustworthy don't apply to you." Anyone around this table would say, "That's a big problem." The thing is, 
you can't beat something with nothing.  

ALEX CASTELLANOS:  

Yes you can.  

CHRIS CILLIZZA:  

Donald Trump-- all right, well we’ll find out.  

CHUCK TODD:  

We're testing the premise.   

ALEX CASTELLANOS:  

It happens all the time.   



CHRIS CILLIZZA:  

With Donald Trump, no tax returns, you know, everybody knows why it's not being released. This idea 
that he's under audit, that is an excuse, the Mike Pence excuse.  

CHUCK TODD:  

He doesn't want the scrutiny that the Clintons have gotten.  

MARIA TERESA KUMAR:  

That’s exactly right.  

CHUCK TODD:  

By the way, the Clintons had gotten the scrutiny--  

CHRIS CILLIZZA:  

But that's not the point, Alex.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Because of public, because of disclosure.   

CHRIS CILLIZZA:  

It’s not about what he's running for president of the United States.  

ALEX CASTELLANOS:  

Well actually, it is.  

CHRIS CILLIZZA:  

If we're going to hold her to a standard about press conferences, and that she needs to be transparent--  

ALEX CASTELLANOS:  

Listen, I'd be for a world--  

CHRIS CILLIZZA:  

Then he needs to have the same.  

ALEX CASTELLANOS:  

I would be for a world where Democrats were held to the same standard as Republicans. I don't happen 
to live in that one. However, of course he doesn't want the attention on him in a campaign. You want it on 
your opponent. Makes all the sense in the world.  



KRISTEN WELKER:  

No, but for--  

ALEX CASTELLANOS:  

And by the way, Luntz asked an interesting question in a focus group, "Hey, do you care more about 
Hillary's e-mails or Donald Trump's tax returns?" They care much more about Hillary's e-mails because 
that's our government, that's policy, that's all kinds--  

CHUCK TODD:  

But you know what's in tax returns?  

ALEX CASTELLANOS:  

This idea--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Don't you want to know if your president is going to use his presidency to enrich himself or not?  

ALEX CASTELLANOS:  

Apparently, Hillary Clinton's voters don't. Because that idea that somehow the Clinton Foundation is this 
wonderful thing that helps people, most charities give 75 percent of their money in direct aid. The Clinton 
Foundation gives less than ten. In 2013, they raised 140 million bucks, gave 9 million to people in direct 
aid.  

KRISTEN WELKER:  

But the striking thing--  

ALEX CASTELLANOS:  

It's a slush fund for the Clintons.  

KRISTEN WELKER:  

The striking thing here is that Donald Trump's unfavorable ratings are actually higher than Secretary 
Clinton's. And you talk about the taxes, he sort of goes under--  

ALEX CASTELLANOS:  

Not necessarily.  

KRISTEN WELKER:  

--the radar-- well, he is--  

ALEX CASTELLANOS:  



No.  

KRISTEN WELKER:  

--in the latest poll. If you--  

ALEX CASTELLANOS:  

No, actually, I've got a survey in Ohio that says Hillary Clinton's negatives are higher than Donald Trump.  

KRISTEN WELKER:  

The latest Washington Post/ABC News poll does have it higher--yeah. And I think--  

ALEX CASTELLANOS:  

They're fighting hard to be each more popular than--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Let Kristen finish her thought.   

KRISTEN WELKER:  

The debates are coming up. And I think this is going to become a bigger problem for Donald Trump that 
he hasn't released his taxes. I mean he's going to actually have to answer this question over and over 
again on a much bigger stage.  

CHRIS CILLIZZA:  

Doesn't this feel like the least worst choice? I mean that seems like what we're headed for.  

KRISTEN WELKER:  

Right.  

CHRIS CILLIZZA:  

It's a least worst choice. When you have two people, two historically unpopular nominees, guess what, 
folks. Between now and November 8th, it's going to get worse, nastier, not better. I mean you're going to 
see whoever wins with a remarkable hill to climb with the American public.  

CHUCK TODD:  

No doubt. All right, quick 45 second break. We'll get Endgame coming and those "I can't live without you," 
messages from your secret admirers.  

***COMMERCIAL BREAK***  

CHUCK TODD:  



Back now with Endgame. And speaking of the end, there's a startling quote from a former presidential 
candidate and a former member of Congress, Michelle Bachmann, in an interview that she did with The 
Christian Broadcasting Network and David Brody, who's a familiar face around this roundtable. Here it is.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

MICHELLE BACHMANN:  

Well, I don’t want to be melodramatic, but I do want to be truthful.   

DAVID BRODY:  

Sure.   

MICHELLE BACHMANN:  

And I believe without a shadow of a doubt that this is the last election. This is it. This is the last election. 
And the reason that I say that, Davis, is because it’s a math problem. She’s going to change the 
demographics of the United States so that no Republican will ever win again.   

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

Alright, Alex, I've got to go to you on this because I'm old enough to remember when, you know, the 
Republicans had the demographic advantage and the Democrats had all the older voters. And this is all 
cyclical. It happens. What is she talking about here?  

ALEX CASTELLANOS:  

Shame on Michelle Bachmann. This is the end of her Republican Party, the old Republican Party that 
failed. But if she only believes that this Republican Party that our principles are good for people like her, 
that they're not good for the next generation of voters, for young people, for women, for minorities, for 
everybody, she shouldn't be a Republican.  

If that's all the faith you have in conservative principles, yes, you should leave the Republican-- hers is 
dead. By the way, that kind of thinking is what created the vacuum that defeated 16 other Republican 
candidates and let an outsider come in. It was all about us and not about the future. There's a message 
out there, another generation of Republicans. Let's open up this economy so that everybody benefits. 
Let's open up our schools. Let's open up health care. Everybody-- she's the past.  

MARIA TERESA KUMAR:  

What Michelle--  

ALEX CASTELLANOS:  

She's what's wrong with the Republican Party.  

MARIA TERESA KUMAR:  



No, but the Republican Party's had the Latino vote to lose. And what I mean by that is that the Latinos are 
the fastest purveyors of businesses. You actually-- older generations are more conservative--  

CHUCK TODD:  

More socially conservative.  

MARIA TERESA KUMAR:  

And older generations are. So what she basically just said is she admitted that, right now, the Republican 
Party is a white nationalist party. And that's basically what she equated.  

ALEX CASTELLANOS:  

No, she didn't. She equated hers is-- look at Donald Trump. The thing I’m proudest about Donald Trump--
  

MARIA TERESA KUMAR:  

This is the thing is if you actually want a party of idea--   

CHUCK TODD:  

I know,I know. I've got to pause, you guys, here. Because I have my own little fun thing that I'm trying to 
get across here.   

CHRIS CILLIZZA:  

It is your show.   

CHUCK TODD:  

Well, some days. But I want to make note of some of those annoying emails that we all get, the desperate 
pleas to people who’ve been receiving, and you're wondering, "Geez, why are you stalking me?" It's like a 
jilted ex-lover. Here's one: "Kiss everything goodbye." Or how about, "Running out of time." Or this one: 
"I've lost hope."  

By the way, these are not-- you don't need to get a restraining order. These are all just end of the month 
political fundraising emails that come from places like the Democratic and Republican Campaign 
Committees or individual candidates. SoI have to say very quickly, Mr. Cillizza,   

CHRIS CILLIZZA:  

I have so many of those.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Yeah, I mean--  

CHRIS CILLIZZA:  



--my inbox is--  

CHUCK TODD:  

It obviously works. But it's like to me I just throw them away.  

CHRIS CILLIZZA:  

I used to. And this is as recently as a year ago, I go, "Oh, Hillary Clinton. Wait a minute. that’s not-- " like, 
they do it so it feel--  

CHUCK TODD:  

I know.  

CHRIS CILLIZZA:  

It's just like getting mail where they try to get you to open it. You're like, "Oh wait, this is important. Ah, no 
it’s not."  

CHUCK TODD:  

I was just going to say, I miss the Nigerian e-mails. Tear it up. Alright, before we go-- Before we go, I want 
to do a little promotion. We want to remind you that Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton will make their first 
joint appearance of the general election at our own Commander-in-Chief Forum on NBC and MSNBC this 
Wednesday night, 8:00 Eastern, 7:00 Central. It’s the only thing you want to watch. That's all for today. 
We'll be back next week. Because if it's Sunday, it's Meet the Press.  

***END TRANSCRIPT***  

DEM. VP NOMINEE TIM KAINE, TRUMP 
CAMPAIGN MANAGER KELLYANNE 
CONWAY & OHIO GOV. JOHN KASICH 
JOIN “MEET THE PRESS” THIS SUNDAY 

Gov. Kasich to Speak One-on-One with Chuck Todd After Meeting with President Obama 
Today on TPP 

__ 

Sen. Tim Kaine (D-Va.) 

Vice Presidential Nominee 

__ 

Kellyanne Conway 



Campaign Manager for Donald Trump 

__ 

SUNDAY EXCLUSIVE 

Gov. John Kasich (R-Ohio) 

__ 

ROUNDTABLE 

Cornell Belcher 

Democratic Pollster; President of Brilliant Corners 

Alex Castellanos 

Republican Strategist; Pro-Trump Super PAC “Rebuilding America Now” 

Maureen Dowd 

Columnist for The New York Times 

Katy Tur 

NBC News Correspondent 

MTP SUNDAY EXCLUSIVE: CLINTON 
CAMPAIGN CHAIR SAYS TRUMP’S 
DEBATE INVITATION TO FLOWERS WAS A 
REACTION “TO DIVE IN THE SEWER AND 
GO FOR A SWIM” 

Lt. Gen. Michael Flynn on Flowers debate invitation: “We'll wait to see what happens 
tomorrow night” Clinton Campaign Chair John Podesta: The New York Times’ story on 
Clinton’s Goldman Sachs links is “a kind of false equivalency” 

SEPT. 25, 2016 -- John Podesta, chair of Democratic nominee Hillary Clinton’s presidential 
campaign, exclusively joined “Meet the Press” this morning, calling Republican nominee Donald Trump’s 
debate invitation to Gennifer Flowers a reaction “ to dive in the sewer and go for a swim.”  

Podesta defended the campaign’s invitation to entrepreneur Mark Cuban to sit in the front row at 
tomorrow evening’s debate -- which prompted Trump’s Twitter invitation to Flowers -- telling Todd: “Mark 



Cuban is one of the business leaders who was never involved in partisan politics who's endorsed Hillary 
because he thinks she'll do better for the economy.” Watch the full interview. 

When asked to confirm the attendance of Flowers at the debate, Trump campaign surrogate Lt. Gen. 
Michael Flynn (Ret.) told moderator Chuck Todd this morning that “we'll wait to see what happens 
tomorrow night.”  

He added: “Was it appropriate to invite Mark Cuban?... He's not a legitimate person. Why is he 
invited?” Watch the full interview. 

Stephanie Cutter, former deputy campaign manager for President Obama, and Steve Schmidt, 
former strategist for the 2008 McCain presidential campaign, recounted their experiences in debate 
preparation on the program.   

Cutter commented on longtime Clinton aide Philippe Reines playing the role of Trump in her debate prep, 
sharing: “Phillippe testing Secretary Clinton's limits is very important… No one’s ever debated somebody 
like Donald Trump on a presidential debate stage. We don't know exactly who's showing up.”   

Schmidt predicted that “the verdict of what happened in this debate will be rendered by the middle of the 
debate, certainly by the end, by social media and the ability of, you know, campaign teams to come out to 
be able to tell the American people, "Here's what really happened when 80 million plus people just saw 
it."” Watch the discussion. 

Radio talk show host Hugh Hewitt, PBS’ Gwen Ifill, presidential historian Doris Kearns Goodwin and 
Republican strategist Mike Murphy joined this morning’s show for insight and analysis.  

Tune in tomorrow evening to the NBC broadcast network for the first 2016 presidential debate, 
moderated by NBC News’ Lester Holt, with special primetime coverage from 9 p.m. - 11 p.m. ET, 
anchored by “TODAY” co-host Savannah Guthrie and “Meet the Press” moderator and NBC News 
political director Chuck Todd. Read more on the all-day coverage of the first presidential debate from 
NBC News and MSNBC. 

MANDATORY CREDIT: NBC NEWS’ “MEET THE PRESS WITH CHUCK TODD”    

 Mandatory credit to NBC News’ “Meet the Press” on first reference. 
 The onscreen “Meet the Press” credit must be clearly visible and unobstructed at all times in any 

image, video clip, or other form of media. 
 Embedded web video must stream from the NBCNews.com media player with the unobstructed 

credit as described above. 

# # #   

Full transcript of the program is below; other videos from this morning’s network broadcast include:  

 Podesta: Trump Responds to Cuban by ‘Diving into the Sewer’ http://nbcnews.to/2da4mQ7 
 Flynn Calls Cuban ‘Not a Legitimate Person’ http://nbcnews.to/2cDaIKs 
 The Best, or Worst, of Past Debate Bloopers http://nbcnews.to/2cD4Qkx 
 Data Download: Trump Trails Romney’s 2012 Numbers With White 

Votershttp://nbcnews.to/2cD4uu6 
 African American Museum Bridges Divide as Protests Continue http://nbcnews.to/2cDbnvo 
 Do Presidential Debates Impact Election Outcomes? http://nbcnews.to/2cDbmaG 

http://nbcnews.to/2cD6DG9
http://nbcnews.to/2cD7eaY
http://nbcnews.to/2da3haT
http://nbcnews.to/2da3ivp
http://nbcnews.to/2da3ivp
http://nbcnews.to/2da4mQ7
http://nbcnews.to/2cDaIKs
http://nbcnews.to/2cD4Qkx
http://nbcnews.to/2cD4uu6
http://nbcnews.to/2cDbnvo
http://nbcnews.to/2cDbmaG


Meet the Press - September 25, 2016  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

This Sunday it's game on, one day away from perhaps the most watched debate in American history.  

DONALD TRUMP:  

I'm going to be very respectful of her.  

HILLARY CLINTON:  

You've gotta be prepared for, like, wacky stuff that comes at you.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Will this be the moment that determines who will become the next President? Donald Trump advisor, 
General Mike Flynn and the Hillary Clinton Campaign Chairman, John Podesta, both join me live. Plus, 
debate prep school. One moment can change everything.  

RICK PERRY:  

I can't, the third one I can't, sorry. Oops.  

CHUCK TODD:  

How the Presidential candidates plan to knock their opponents off stride. I'll talk to two former campaign 
managers who’ve been inside the war room before. Also, how does a man who says this about Donald 
Trump--  

TED CRUZ:  

This man is a pathological liar, a bully, a narcissist at a level I don't think this country's ever seen.  

CHUCK TODD:  

--wind up endorsing him? What's really behind Ted Cruz's surprise change of heart? And the two police 
shootings this week.  

RAKEYIA SCOTT   

Don't shoot him. He has no weapon.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Peaceful protests are growing around the country as we grapple with the question: What can be done to 
keep this from happening? Joining me for insight and analysis are Pulitzer Prize winning author and 
historian, Doris Kearns Goodwin, host on the Salem Radio Network, Hugh Hewitt, Gwen Ifill, co-anchor of 
the PBS NewsHour and Republican strategist, Mike Murphy. Welcome to Sunday, it's Meet The Press.  



ANNOUNCER:  

From NBC News in Washington, this is Meet the Press with Chuck Todd.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

Good Sunday morning, it's an NFL Sunday and really, this feels like a pre-game show. The big game is 
tomorrow night at Hofstra University on New York's Long Island, with a Super Bowl sized audience 
expected. Usually, the first debate is the most important campaign moment until the next debate. 
Probably not this time. Hillary Clinton comes in the debate with nervous Democrats feeling a little bit 
better about things.  

Four national polls out this week all showed Clinton up in a four-way race. In three of the polls, she's up 
by six points. Though in today's Washington Post/ ABC Poll, she's up by just two. Some battleground 
state polls showed Donald Trump doing better and having a legitimate path 270.  

Trump has never been more competitive than he is now and there's a sense that if Clinton doesn't knock 
him out tomorrow, she may never be able to before November. Both sides are already engaging in 
psychological gamesmanship. The Clinton campaign has placed Mark Cuban, a huge Trump critic up 
front in the audience as a way to rattle Trump. And in response, as hard as this is to believe, Trump has 
invited Gennifer Flowers to sit in the front row. Not making this up. That Gennifer Flowers who, of course, 
had an extramarital affair with Bill Clinton sometime in the '80s. Gamesmanship aside, one thing we know 
for sure, the two candidates are taking very different approaches getting ready for tomorrow night's big 
debate.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

While Trump huddles at Trump Tower, Clinton is hunkering down in and around her Chappaqua home, 
both preparing for the most important Presidential debate in decades.  

TIM KAINE:  

You're going to hear Donald Trump doing a lot of trash talking, but Hillary is a tough person.  

CHUCK TODD:  

The Clinton campaign is trying to steer the conversation to temperament.  

DONALD TRUMP:  

I'd look her right in that fat, ugly face of hers.  

She's a slob.  

She ate like a pig.  

CHUCK TODD:  



And onstage, Clinton will try to get under Trump's skin.  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Excuse me. I've given my answer, lyin' Ted.  

CHUCK TODD:  

But the challenge for Clinton, predicting which Trump will show up.  

DONALD TRUMP:  

People ask me that question: Oh, you're gonna go out there and do this and that? I really don't know 
that.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Will Trump lose his cool, be impatient, be too subdued or be crass?  

DONALD TRUMP:  

He referred to my hands, if they're small, something else must be small, I guarantee you there's no 
problem. I guarantee.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Or will Trump be able to rise above the temperament questions and throw Clinton off her game?  

BRETT O’DONNELL:  

He needs to worry about, first of all, not taking the bait from her and following her attacks. And second of 
all, Trump needs to make sure that he's ready to talk about policy in a way that matches her.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Trump is watching videos to spot Clinton's vulnerabilities, but doing no formal mock debates.  

REPORTER:  

Mr Trump, how’s debate prep going right now?  

DONALD TRUMP:   

Well, I’m here with-- at Geno’s.  

CHUCK TODD:   

His campaign trying to turn his restlessness with preparation into an asset.  

KELLYANNE CONWAY:   



I don't think he's locked up in a cabin for two weeks like other people have been or currently are, 
cramming their heads with microchips and binders.  

CHUCK TODD:  

But Trump can't afford to stumble on substance and he has to avoid looking like a bully. As for Clinton, 
she's not afraid of going negative.  

HILLARY CLINTON:  

Your profusion of comments about your feelings toward President Obama are, um, a little strange, given 
what you said about him in 2011.  

CHUCK TODD:  

And she has had her best performances when opponents came off as snarky.  

HILLARY CLINTON:  

I don't think I'm that bad.  

BARACK OBAMA:  

You're likeable enough, Hillary.   

HILLARY CLINTON:  

Thank you so much.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Or rude.  

HILLARY CLINTON:  

We’ll shake on this.  

RICK LAZIO:   

No, I want your signature.  

CHUCK TODD:  

The challenge for Clinton, she can sometimes become defensive, particularly on questions of character.  

HILLARY CLINTON:  

I communicated about classified material on a wholly separate system.  

CHUCK TODD:  



And she can get tangled up with her lawyer-ly explanations.  

ANITA DUNN:  

I think for Hillary Clinton, sometimes for-- that wall seems like it’s about 25 feet wide for people. And that 
the more that she lets people through the doors, the better off she's going to be.  

CHUCK TODD:  

As both candidates prepare for the most consequential day of this campaign.  

BRETT O’DONNELL:  

While you can't win an election in a debate, you can certainly lose one.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

Joining me now is the Chairman of the Clinton Campaign, John Podesta. Mr. Podesta, welcome back 
to Meet The Press.  

JOHN PODESTA:  

Good to be with you, Chuck.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Well, Hillary Clinton has prepped for 38 debates since she first ran for office in 2000. How’s the 
preparation for this one different?  

JOHN PODESTA:  

Look, she takes the debate preparation very seriously, she respects the American public, she wants to tell 
them what she wants to do for them. I think for her, it's really about laying down the policies that she 
thinks will improve the economy, make it an economy that's working for everyone, not for just for people 
at the top. But she has a challenge because Donald Trump is--inveterately  says things that aren't true, he 
comes in and Politifact rated him the liar of the year last year.  

Just this week, The New York Times did a graphic of the 12 whoppers of the week. So she's got to be 
able to both make that positive case, but also, not let Donald Trump get away with what he's likely to do, 
which is to make stuff up.  

CHUCK TODD:  

It's clear that temperament, you believe, is his Achilles Heel. I want to play for you a montage of ads that 
you guys are running. Fourteen ads you guys have unveiled since August 1st. Thirteen of them have to 
do with Trump's temperament. Here's a little-- a sample.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

FEMALE VOICE:  



Donald Trump doesn't see people like me, he just sees disability.  

MALE VOICE  

How would you answer that father? What sacrifice have you made for your country?  

DONALD TRUMP:  

I think I've made a lot of sacrifices, built great structures, I've had tremendous success.  

LINDSAY GRAHAM:  

He's a race-baiting, xenophobic religious bigot.  

ANNOUNCER:  

All it takes is one wrong move.  

DONALD TRUMP:  

I would bomb the beep out of them.  

ANNOUNCER:  

Just one.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

John Podesta, what if the Donald Trump you're portraying in these TV ads is not the Donald Trump that 
shows up onstage Monday night?  

JOHN PODESTA:  

Look, there is only one Donald Trump and I think he's run the race in a way that those ads I think fairly 
you know show. But I think, again, you showed an ad about disabilities. I think what Hillary wants to do is 
do what she did this week, which is tell that positive case about how we build an inclusive economy, 
make space for everyone.  

Donald Trump will have to think about what he said in the past, his disparagement of that reporter that 
you saw--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Mmhmm.  

JOHN PODESTA:  

--on the screen with disabilities, going to have to think about the names he's called to--  



CHUCK TODD:  

Yeah.  

JOHN PODESTA:  

--Gold Star families, to Mexicans, to Muslims. And you know, he may try to-- he's a good television 
performer, so he may try to adjust for that in the debate.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Okay.  

JOHN PODESTA:  

But the reality is, he's run his whole campaign that way.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Is your goal of this debate is to get under his skin? Is that why you gave Mark Cuban a ticket right in the 
front row?  

JOHN PODESTA:  

No, I think Mark Cuban is one of the business leaders who was never involved in partisan politics who's 
endorsed Hillary because he thinks she'll do better for the-- for the economy. I think that, you know, you 
saw his reaction, which is to do his favorite sport, which is to dive in the sewer and go for a swim.  

But I think that, you know, we're looking forward to him, he's been a very strong surrogate for her, from 
the time he went to his hometown in Pittsburgh and gave her a full-throated endorsement that she'd be 
best for the economy.  

CHUCK TODD:  

You said-- you referred to diving into the sewer, so you believe that inviting Gennifer Flowers is diving into 
the sewer?  

JOHN PODESTA:  

Well, you know, look, I'll leave it to Mr. Trump to decide what he's going to do here tonight, but I think that, 
you know, and what he'll do tomorrow night. But I think that you know he is, he's kind of predictable; when 
you, when you poke him a little bit, he comes back and, and attacks whoever is doing it. That's you know 
that’s why he got in so much trouble when he attacked the Gold Star family, the Khan family after right 
after our convention. That's what he does, that's who he is, that's why he's dangerous and unpredictable.  

CHUCK TODD:  

You know, one of the things that Hillary Clinton has to try to do is restore this issue of trust with the 
voters. I want to play a debate clip from earlier this week. It was a Congressional debate that featured 
Charlie Crist, the former Republican Governor turned Democrat now in Florida. He was asked a question 
about supporting Hillary Clinton. Here's his answer and the reaction to his answer.  



(BEGIN TAPE)  

CHARLIE CRIST:  

The thing I like most about her is I believe that she is steady, I believe that she is strong. I believe that 
she is honest and I look forward to voting for her.   

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

It was when he says the word "honest," the crowd groans, you hear laughter. This issue of honest and 
trustworthiness, how much progress can she make Monday night on restoring some trust and how does 
she do it?  

JOHN PODESTA:  

Well, look, I think she has to talk directly to the American people about what she wants to do. You know, I 
think when you think about what's honest about her, it's that from the day she got, left law school, she has 
been a champion for women, for children, for families. She's done it all her life. She's gotten real results 
for people. In contrast, Donald Trump's been all about himself. But she's got to tell people what she wants 
to do for them.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Yeah.  

JOHN PODESTA:  

And I think she can do that by looking directly at them and talking about a future that's going to be 
brighter, more optimistic and, you know, improving their lives.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Very quickly, today's New York Times has an extensive report on the ties of Hillary Clinton to Goldman 
Sachs and it talks about various ways that they’ve been very close, whether it’s the paid speeches, 
whether it was supporting a philanthropic operation that Goldman Sachs did while she was at the State 
Department. Does this undermine Secretary Clinton's credibility that she can be tough on Wall Street, that 
she has so many close ties to one of Wall Street's biggest brands?  

JOHN PODESTA:  

No I thought that, you know that story was, again, it was a kind of false equivalency. What it said was that 
she supported a philanthropic program that gave 10,000 women entrepreneurs around the world a 
chance to get started. But what she's done is put forward what everyone has agreed, including The New 
York Times itself, is the most comprehensive program to regulate Wall Street.  

In contrast, Donald Trump wants to wipe away Dodd-Frank, everything that's been done to make sure 
that Wall Street doesn't wreck Main Street again. What she wants to do--  

CHUCK TODD:  



Okay.  

JOHN PODESTA:  

--is make sure that there's no institution too big to fail and no individual too big to jail. So I think she will--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Okay.  

JOHN PODESTA:  

--she has pursued a very aggressive path on Wall Street.  

CHUCK TODD:  

John Podesta, Campaign Chair of the Clinton Campaign, thanks for your time this morning and sharing 
your views. Appreciate it.   

JOHN PODESTA:  

Thanks, Chuck.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Joining me now is retired General Michael Flynn, former director of The Defense Intelligence Agency and 
a top advisor to Donald Trump. He's also been in the room for some debate prep sessions. General 
Flynn, welcome back to the show, sir.  

GENERAL MIKE FLYNN:  

Thanks, Chuck, thanks for having me.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Let me start with this, the public perception is that Donald Trump isn't doing the same type of preparation 
for this debate that Hillary Clinton is. I think Kellyanne Conway, the campaign manager, said he's not 
been locked up in a cabin for two weeks. Eric Trump, his son, has suggested that he doesn't need to be 
you know rehearsing flash cards. Are you concerned, though, that the preparation is enough?  

GENERAL MIKE FLYNN:  

Yeah, so a couple things, the very last thing that John Podesta just said is no individual too big to jail, that 
should include people like Hillary Clinton. I mean, five people around her have had, have been given 
immunity, to include her former Chief of Staff. When you are given immunity, that means that you have 
probably committed a crime. So you know, I don't know how he can sit there and say something like that 
with all the, the things that have been going around, just swirling around Hillary Clinton--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Yeah.  



GENERAL MIKE FLYNN:  

--with her email.  

So in terms of preparation, to answer your question, Donald Trump has been preparing. And you know, 
it's like, where is Hillary Clinton this week? Donald Trump has been in Pennsylvania, he's been, he’s been 
in Florida, he's been in Ohio. I was with him last night in Virginia. He is out speaking to the American 
public, large groups, small groups. You know, it’s-- that's how he is bringing his message to the American 
public and that's why you're seeing this huge shift in the polls, this huge momentum shift.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Yeah.  

GENERAL MIKE FLYNN:  

One of the things I think, Chuck, that you ought to do is not only talk about where the polls are today--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Right.  

GENERAL MIKE FLYNN:  

--but where they were maybe a week ago--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Okay.  

GENERAL MIKE FLYNN:  

--or two weeks ago. Huge, huge shift. So it's really, I mean, the way we feel--  

CHUCK TODD: 
Okay.  

GENERAL MIKE FLYNN:  

--the way I feel is that there is a huge shift in momentum. And the American public are starting to really 
wake up.  

CHUCK TODD:  

But are you, you are confident that he is going to be able to pass this Commander-in-Chief test? As you 
know, so many of your colleagues in the national security world, whether it's been former Pentagon 
staffers, former Bush Administration appointees, former foreign service, letter after letter, just hundreds of 
former national security professionals who say they cannot endorse Donald Trump. How does he 
convince a public that he is up to the job when so many folks who have worked closely with you, closely 
with others, believe he's unfit for the job?  

GENERAL MIKE FLYNN:  



Yeah. And there are hundreds, there are hundreds of people that have said just the opposite thing about 
Donald Trump's ability, you know, ability to be Commander-in-Chief, ability to be the President of the 
United States and kind of move this country forward in the right direction.  

You know, a lot of those names on those lists, and I look very closely at these things, and some of the 
things that they say, they offer no solutions and these are people that represent the past. They represent 
so many of the failed policies and the, and the really, the, the stupid decisions that were made that have 
kept us in this perpetual conflict that we are in in the Middle East and places like Afghanistan.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Yeah.  

GENERAL MIKE FLYNN:  

I mean, God, we have to cherish our military and our veterans, but I'm going to tell you, the decisions that 
put us there, many of those people that are on those lists, Chuck, are the ones that actually put us there.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Well, I have to ask you this, you're a general, does he know more than you? He said he knew more than 
the generals when it comes to ISIS.  

GENERAL MIKE FLYNN:  

Yeah, let me tell you, I have, I have been advising Donald Trump for over a year now, and he is a great 
listener. One of the things that he has and what we have in this country is we have a deficit of leadership. 
Donald Trump brings a strategic leadership, a sense of who we are as America and how do we make 
America first? How do we bring America forward? How do we improve our economy?  

CHUCK TODD:  

Right.  

GENERAL MIKE FLYNN:  

How do we improve our military?              

So I mean, there are so many things that we have to gut-- we have to get fixed in our country right now.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Okay.  

GENERAL MIKE FLYNN:  

I mean, just look at what's going on in the current situation, Chuck.  

CHUCK TODD:  

General, let me, I want to follow up and stay on the debate here, in response to the invitation that Hillary 
Clinton made to Mark Cuban, Donald Trump tweeted yesterday that he has invited Gennifer Flowers to 



attend the debate. She has accepted the invitation. What can you tell about that invite? Should we expect 
to see her Monday night in the front row there?  

GENERAL MIKE FLYNN:  

Well, here's what I'll tell you about the, the debate. It's obviously going to be probably the most watched 
show in the--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Right.  

GENERAL MIKE FLYNN:  

--history of, of TV.  

Donald Trump has been out speaking to the American public and they've been listening and they have 
been hearing and you said it right up front when you talked about this shift in the polls. The momentum is 
on Donald Trump's side and thank God for that, because we need a, we need a new direction in this 
country--  

CHUCK TODD:  

General, what about this--  

GENERAL MIKE FLYNN:  

--there are so many things that are-- Go ahead.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Can you, can you confirm this Gennifer Flowers talk? That, that’s, that’s what the question was. Can you 
confirm? Has she been invited to do this and is it-- do you feel it's appropriate?  

GENERAL MIKE FLYNN:  

I would just, I would just go with what, what you, what you have seen and we'll wait to see what happens 
tomorrow night.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Do you think it's appropriate?  

GENERAL MIKE FLYNN:  

I'm sorry?  

CHUCK TODD:  

Do you think it's appropriate to invite Gennifer Flowers to the debate?  



GENERAL MIKE FLYNN:  

Well, you know, is it appropriate, was it appropriate to invite Mark Cuban? I mean, you know I just heard 
what John Podesta said about Mark Cuban. I mean, he's not a-- he’s not a legitimate person. Why is he 
invited? I mean, I, you know, again, I would leave this tit-for-tat, you know, this is about the big issues that 
this country is worried about, I'm worried about, that's the reason why I'm sitting here this morning with 
you. I mean, our country needs to go in a, in a completely different direction. It is failing right now in many 
ways, in many places and--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Okay.  

GENERAL MIKE FLYNN:  

--and we, we're struggling. The difference between the bubble of Washington, D.C.--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Alright.  

GENERAL MIKE FLYNN:  

--and the rest of America is such a vast, there's such a gap right now, Chuck, and--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Okay.  

GENERAL MIKE FLYNN:  

--and people in this country want to see big leadership and that's what--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Well--  

GENERAL MIKE FLYNN:  

--Donald Trump provides.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Well, we'll be watching tomorrow night. General Flynn, thanks for coming on, appreciate you sharing your 
views.  

GENERAL MIKE FLYNN:  

Thanks a lot. Thank you.  

CHUCK TODD:  



Later, later in the broadcast, we'll go inside the debate prep war room. I'll talk to two campaign managers 
who have prepped candidates on how to get under the other candidate's skin. But when we come back--  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

TED CRUZ:  

This man is a pathological liar, a narcissist at a level I don't think this country's ever seen.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

What's really behind Ted Cruz's decision to endorse Donald Trump, after all? And to get you all psyched 
up for tomorrow night's big debate, we're going to be showing you some highlights from both Donald 
Trump and Hillary Clinton, debate moments that they've participated in, beginning with this scene from 
one of Clinton's 2008 debates with then Senator Barack Obama.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

SCOTT SPRADLING:  

What can you say to the voters of New Hampshire on this stage tonight, who see your resume and like it, 
but are hesitating on the likeability issue, where they seem to like Barack Obama?  

HILLARY CLINTON:  

Well, that hurts my feelings.  

(END TAPE)  

***COMMERCIAL BREAK***  

CHUCK TODD:  

Welcome back. The panel is with us. Mike Murphy, who has advised John McCain, Mitt Romney, Jeb 
Bush and is doing something that very few people do, he launched a podcast, Radio Free GOP. Gwen 
Ifill, co-anchor of "The Newshour" on PBS, more podcasts coming from her, I'm sure. Pulitzer Prize 
winning author and historian, Doris Kearns Goodwin, who has a fantastic and long interview with 
President Obama in the new issue of Vanity Fair. And Hugh Hewitt, host on the Salem Radio Network.  

Well, there's one topic, before we get to the debate, I want to spend a couple of minutes on the Ted Cruz 
News. As you know, this is what Ted Cruz said about Donald Trump, fiery Donald Trump in about three 
days before he dropped out. Here's a montage of it.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

TED CRUZ:  

Donald, you're a sniveling coward and leave Heidi the hell alone.   

This man is a pathological liar.  



A bully.   

A narcissist at a level I don't think this country's ever seen.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

Mike Murphy, he's now an endorser of Ted Cruz.  

MIKE MURPHY:  

I think the editors of Believe in Absolutely Nothing magazine have a new cover now. He made the big 
move at the convention, some people thought it was almost to the point of rudeness, but he clearly 
distanced from Trump. He claimed conservative principles, I think there's a case to make there. And now, 
threatened with a primary in Texas, excuse me, a 180. I think it looks very cynical.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Can he recover from this? Is he now just a portrait, Hugh, of a transactional politician? Because his chief 
Super PAC donors became Trump's chief donors, the Mercer family. Kellyanne Conway worked with the 
Mercer family on those Super PACS for Cruz, now she's with Donald Trump. You have people like Mike 
McCaul, a Congressman who was thinking about challenging Rick Perry. This feels like it was a move of 
political force.  

HUGH HEWITT:  

I have to disagree, I talked to the senator on Monday, I talked to his people yesterday. I disagree that he's 
in trouble in Texas. I think he got what he needed from Trump. And the big change, what wasn't a race is 
now a race. In August when you oppose Donald Trump at the convention, no one thinks he's going to be 
within ten points of Secretary Clinton. Now the Supreme Court is genuinely balanced.  

If you look at the list that Mr. Trump released to add to the names, you'll see on there a very interesting 
name, Margaret Ryan, Judge Margaret Ryan of the Court of Appeals for Military Arms Services. She is a 
Ludwig clerk and a Thomas clerk and a Marine Corps Commandant A. She is a terrific judge, as were the 
other ones. I think Ted Cruz is playing to win the Supreme Court and I admire him for it.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Well, Doris, the Supreme Court wasn't enough for him six weeks ago and it is now?  

DORIS KEARNS GOODWIN:  

I think the problem is beware of ambition. You know, Teddy Roosevelt did almost the same thing in 1884. 
James Blaine, the continental liar from the State of Maine was the candidate and many good Republicans 
decided, "We can't go with him," they turned Democrat. He's promised to do it and then at the last minute 
he said, "I gotta go with my party."  

CHUCK TODD:  

Yeah.  



DORIS KEARNS GOODWIN:  

He later said, "I betrayed myself, I will never do that again. He's betrayed the "never Trump" people and 
they were with him, they were with his principles and I wonder how he's going to feel about it himself.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Gwen, I got to put up this, there is a meme going around, Ted Cruz's favorite movie is "Princess Bride," 
he can quote from it.  

GWEN IFILL:  

Yeah, right.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Look at here, I won't do the accent, but my name is Rafael Eduardo Cruz, you insulted my wife and 
father, prepare to be endorsed.   

GWEN IFILL:  

I'll do the accent.  

CHUCK TODD:  

You can do the accent.  

GWEN IFILL:  

"Prepare to be endorsed."  Well, you know, the thing is that I understand the Supreme Court thing and if 
that were true, and I understand that the better principles which he laid out, except they were all so not 
long ago. It wasn't that Donald Trump is no more likely to be President than he was when he was more 
likely to be nominee.  

And so, Ted Cruz is playing a game for Ted Cruz, which obviously, maybe there's a "Dancing With the 
Stars" slot, we had Tom DeLay, we now have Rick Perry, maybe it's time for Ted Cruz, Texas politicians 
on dancing. But this wasn't even a dance. This was a capitulation. And I guess we'll see pretty clearly 
why, but I don't know that it changes votes.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Mike, you're a "never Trumper," you're in that world.  

MIKE MURPHY:  

Yeah, yeah.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Did you feel betrayed?  



MIKE MURPHY:  

No, I've always thought Cruz is a cynic, but I think politically, this is worse for him than it would be for a 
normal politician, because Cruz has always presented himself as the one guy who is uncompromised by 
the ways of Washington, the one man against the machine, the creature of principle. And now, he seems 
like just another politician and that's kryptonite for him. I agree, the best argument is Supreme Court.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Yeah.  

MIKE MURPHY:  

But where I, as a conservative, fall apart on the Supreme Court with Trump is it requires trusting Trump, 
and that's the bridge I can't cross.  

CHUCK TODD:  

And to do it before the debate. I have to say, Hugh, what if everything that Cruz said about Trump in May 
comes true tomorrow night?  

HUGH HEWITT:  

I just have to disagree with everyone, the difference is that Trump was not viable in July. He is not only 
viable, he is ahead now and so--  

CHUCK TODD:  

You're making the political argument here. You’re basically saying that Ted Cruz--  

HUGH HEWITT:  

I can now say the Supreme Court, because a justice appointed by Secretary Clinton will change the court 
in ways profound that will last for 40 years. Ted Cruz is a constitutional scholar, he is a Ludwig clerk, he is 
a genuine originalist and he knows that that list and the originalist are good lists.  

GWEN IFILL:  

But do you agree, Hugh, that this is not about whether the Supreme Court so much, as to whether Ted 
Cruz can survive? We're sitting here talking about him Sunday morning, that wasn't going to happen 
otherwise..  

HUGH HEWITT:  

He will win a primary in Texas easily, I would bet everything, I will defer to Mike on that. I think he would 
crush Mike McCaul if Mike McCaul runs against him.  

DORIS KEARNS GOODWIN:  

But I agree with you, just being back in the air again, if you're a politician and you haven't been listened to 
for a while, how fun to be back in the air.  



CHUCK TODD:  

Okay, I don’t know.  

MIKE MURPHY:  

Watch that primary, I'm not sure. There's the potential for a great primary there, we'll see.  

CHUCK TODD:  

All right, I'm going to pause the conversation here, we got a lot more to go, both on the debate and the 
other big story of the week. Later in the show, we're going to talk about the police shooting in North 
Carolina.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

WIFE OF KEITH LAMONT SCOTT:  

Don't shoot him, he has no weapon. He has no weapon.  

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

Plus, the shooting in Tulsa, Oklahoma and the question everyone is asking: What can we do to stop this 
from happening?   

But when we come back, inside the War Room, what really goes on in those debate prep sessions? I'll 
talk to two debate insiders who have been in those sessions and have prepped Presidential candidates 
for these big moments. And as we go to break, here's a memorable Donald Trump debate moment from 
earlier this primary season.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

DONALD TRUMP:  

Let's see, I'm at 42 and you're at three, so so far, I'm doing better.  

JEB BUSH:  

Doesn't matter, doesn't matter.  

DONALD TRUMP:  

So far, I'm doing better. You know, you started off over here, Jeb, you're moving over further and further, 
pretty soon you're going to be off the end.  

(END TAPE)  

***COMMERCIAL BREAK***  



CHUCK TODD:  

Welcome back, everyone has been speculating about whether Donald Trump can be, quote, 
"Presidential" tomorrow or whether Hillary Clinton can be more likeable and avoid being too lawyer-ly. 
Well, joining me now are two people who have been in those debate war rooms before and have faced 
what Donald Rumsfeld might have called "the known knowns, the known unknowns and the unknown 
unknowns."  

Steve Schmidt was a major player in President George W. Bush's reelection in 2004 and was a senior 
advisor for John McCain in 2008. Stephanie Cutter was the Deputy Campaign Manager for President 
Obama's reelection in 2012 and was part of the debate preparation process for John Kerry in 2004. 
Welcome to you both. Stephanie Cutter, let me start with you and the idea of gamesmanship, which is the 
Clinton Campaign deciding to put Mark Cuban in the front row.  

Obviously, the Donald Trump  campaign may or may not be following through with Trump's pledge to 
bring Gennifer Flowers, there's some question here. My guess is others are trying to talk him out of it. But 
you guys did this in '04. Give an example of gamesmanship that you did.  

STEPHANIE CUTTER:  

Well, I seem to recall that we had some 9/11 widows in the audience in 2004 just to make the point that 
we had a lot of work to do to get back on track in Afghanistan and Iraq took us off course. And Iraq took 
us off course because of Bush not telling the truth about weapons of mass destruction.  

What Clinton and Trump are doing are trying to throw each other off their game. The difference is Hillary 
Clinton is doing it with a legitimate businessman, also, a celebrity. And as John Podesta put it earlier on 
your show, Trump is just jumping right down in the sewer and swimming in it by inviting Gennifer Flowers. 
I think part of what you want to do in putting somebody in the audience is to reinforce a positive about 
your campaign or make a legitimate point about your opponents. What he's doing is not going to help 
him.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Steve Schmidt, it would have made more sense to me had Trump responded with bring a grieving mother 
of one of the Benghazi grieving family members, that seems to be- would have been the counter that 
would have made policy sense.  

STEVE SCHMIDT:  

Well, you just saw the effectiveness of the tactic. It was clearly designed to provoke Donald Trump and it 
provoked Donald Trump, it provoked Donald Trump into going down the Gennifer Flowers rabbit hole, as 
opposed to doing what you're suggesting, Chuck. And tomorrow, one of the big tasks that Donald Trump 
has on this debate stage, can be comport himself like an American President should comport himself?  

Is he going to be able to be seen by the American people as a plausible Commander-in-Chief, somebody 
who could address the nation in a crisis? And I think she's going to try to push his buttons all through this 
debate and get a volcanic eruption, like you saw throughout the primary debates.  

CHUCK TODD:  

I want to talk about the importance of mock debates. I'll start with you. You guys used Rob Portman in 
2008 for John McCain to stand in there for President Obama, how important did you find the mock debate 



for John McCain? And I think if I remember, there was some concern that President Bush didn't do 
enough preparation before the first debate in '04?  

STEVE SCHMIDT:  

Look, I think that if you look at incumbent Presidents of the United States, you saw this with President 
Bush in a poor debate performance in 2004, you saw it with President Obama with a poor debate 
performance in 2012, it's hard to tell the incumbent President of the United States, "Time to practice," and 
they pay for it when they don't.  

Rob Portman was spectacular in these debate preps and it was a real wide fire scenario for the 
candidates. He was exquisitely prepared, he was tough and he gave a very accurate, precise preview of 
what was coming at John McCain. And there's no question that John McCain's performances were better 
because of the preparation he went through with Rob Portman.  

CHUCK TODD:  

You know, and Stephanie, I know you guys used John Kerry as the stand-in for Mitt Romney. The 
importance, I guess, we know how it's Philippe Reines. Many reporters know a long-time sort of 
spokesperson for Hillary Clinton, he's playing Donald Trump. It's interesting, I guess the idea was to find 
somebody that could be snarky enough and would feel comfortable going after Hillary Clinton in a small 
room.  

STEPHANIE CUTTER:  

Well, that's certainly Philippe. He will know how to push her buttons. And I think it was a brilliant choice. 
You know, what you want to do in these prep sessions is role play every potential scenario, so that you 
have a good understanding of how your candidate is going to react and whether they can keep their cool 
when they have the right judgment to go on attack or they're keeping in mind their larger vision that they 
need to communicate to the American people.  

And I think Phillippe testing Secretary Clinton's limits is very important because we don't know, you know, 
no one’s ever debated somebody like Donald Trump on a Presidential debate stage. We don't know 
exactly who's showing up.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Final question for both of you, part of the debate prep process isn't just prepping the candidate, but it's 
also, you've got to prep for the post-spin game. And this is-- every cycle it gets faster and faster and the 
way the debate gets perceived is-- suddenly goes faster and faster. Stephanie Cutter, what did you learn 
right and wrong from 2012 about the necessity of being prepared for that?  

STEPHANIE CUTTER:  

Well, we were prepared, but we were prepared as if were in a 2008 campaign instead of 2012. What we 
hadn't realized is what a powerful tool Twitter was going to be in defining the narrative of that. And we 
could see the narrative being set in the first 15 minutes of that debate.  

Now who knows what's going to happen this year in 2016? Because every year, it's a different format, it's 
a different technology. But you have to understand how people communicate and how quickly narratives 
can get set. By the time you get out in the spin room, it's done.  

CHUCK TODD:  



You know, Steve Schmidt, what's harder these days, preparing for the debate or preparing for the post-
debate fallout?  

STEVE SCHMIDT:  

Look, I think, Chuck, when you go into these spin rooms after, I think they're a quaint tradition of days 
past. Look, the verdict of what happened in this debate will be rendered by the middle of the debate, 
certainly by the end, by social media and the ability of, you know, campaign teams to come out to be able 
to tell the American people, "Here's what really happened when 80 million plus people just saw it."  

Just those days are gone. What the campaigns need to do here is to communicate clearly, what's their 
objective? What are they trying to accomplish? Managing the expectations on the front side of it is much 
more important.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Yep, all right, Steve Schmidt, Stephanie Cutter. All right, we're beginning the longest pre game I guess 
you could have for a debate and we're doing in the day before. Anyway, thank you both. We'll be back in 
a moment with one group Donald Trump needs help with and it's not the voting groups you might think.  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

RICK LAZIO:  

I'm not asking you to admire it, I'm asking you to sign it.  

HILLARY CLINTON:  

Well, I would be happy to when you give me the signed letter--  

RICK LAZIO:  

Right here, sign it right now.  

HILLARY CLINTON:  

Well, we'll shake on this, Rick.  

RICK LAZIO:  

No, I want your signature because I think everybody wants you to see you signing something that you 
said you were for.  

(END TAPE)  

***COMMERCIAL BREAK***  

(BEGIN TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  



And we are back. It’s Data Download time. And we’re asking the question, what would it take for Donald 
Trump to win the presidency? Well, Hillary Clinton has substantial leads among African Americans and 
Hispanics. This is all from our latest NBC News/ Wall Street Journal poll. So, Trump needs to run up the 
score with white voters. So let’s look at some of the key demographic breakdowns within the white vote.   

Among whites without a college education, Trump’s biggest strength, he’s up 26 points. That’s not bad. 
Except Romney won that group by a similar margin in 2012. It may not be enough. Here’s why.   

Trump’s bigger challenge is among college-educated white voters. In fact, Clinton is up 8 points among 
white women who went to college. Romney won this group 4 years ago. And here’s what’s really striking 
in our new poll. Clinton is up 1 point among college-educated white men. This is a group that Mitt 
Romney won by a whopping 21 points 4 years ago.   

All told, Clinton leads him among college-educated white voters by 5 points. A group Mitt Romney won by 
14 points.   

So overall, Trump is only leading Clinton by 11 points among all white voters. This will pose a major 
challenge for Donald Trump. Mitt Romney won these voters by a 20 point margin 4 years ago. And 
remember, whites are still the biggest part of the electorate. So, that 9 point difference is enormous.   

This is the problem for Trump. He has to do much better than Mitt Romney somewhere to win because 
Romney lost in 2012. It’s not going to happen with African Americans. It’s not going to happen with 
Latinos. And if it’s not going to happen with young voters it’s got to happen some place. The one place it’s 
got to happen for him is the white vote. And Romney won the biggest part of the white votes since 1988 
and he still lost.Clinton has her own struggles but it’s hard to see a path to a presidency for Trump if he 
doesn’t dramatically improve somewhere. Particularly with college educated whites.   

Coming up, some debate moments we remember, but I’m sure the candidates would like to forget.  

RICK PERRY:  

Let’s see, I can’t. The third one. So, oops.   

(END TAPE)  

***COMMERCIAL BREAK***  

CHUCK TODD:  

Welcome back. It was a week in America that saw two black men in two different cities shot and killed by 
police officers. In Charlotte, North Carolina protests continued well into the night. In Tulsa, Oklahoma, a 
more subdued scene, but no less grief-stricken. Meanwhile the national debate has taken off. Of course it 
all started with Colin Kaepernick in August with a singular protest when it comes to racial justice -- 
injustice. And now athletes from different teams across the NFL have joined him. To the WNBA where 
there have been protests for some time now. They’ve all joined Kaepernick in protesting during the 
national anthem. And look at this on Friday night at an SMU football game, marching band members knelt 
while playing the national anthem. A high school football team in Oakland laid on their backs with their 
hands up. By the way, Colin Kaepernick himself taking a knee beside that team. All against the backdrop 
of the grand opening of the new Smithsonian museum dedicated to African American history and culture 
here in Washington where President Obama referenced the tumult of the last few years.    

(BEGIN TAPE)  



PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA:  

Men can proudly win the gold for their country but still insist on raising a black-gloved fist. How we can 
wear an “I can’t breath” t-shirt and still grieve for fallen police officers.   

(END TAPE)  

CHUCK TODD:  

It’s been tough. It’s probably going to be part of the debate. I want to read something that Charles 
Ramsey, former police commissioner both in Philadelphia and DC wrote today: “Police officers carry a lot 
of baggage. They have not always been on the right side of justice as we define justice today. In some 
cases they were enforcing unjust laws of a different era. When I went into the Chicago police department 
in the late 60s it wasn’t the most popular thing a young black kid could do. There are consequences to 
that difficult history that will take time to repair. But this challenging moment is also a tremendous 
opportunity to make real improvements. I hope none of us squander it.” Gwen Ifill, I read this Op-Ed this 
morning from Charles Ramsey and I felt like he was almost throwing up his hands in frustration because it 
doesn’t feel like a solution is in sight.   

GWEN IFILL: 
It’s not despair as much as it’s this amazing dichotomy of this week. We had the president yesterday at 
the National Museum of African American history and culture, an amazing place. If you go inside you will 
see they have more than life-sized statues of the three athletes in the Olympics who raised their fists 
during the playing of the anthem. Yesterday when the anthem was played -- the national anthem was 
played at the beginning of the ceremony and the black national anthem was played at the end. But at the 
beginning, the emotion of the people in that audience, mostly black, singing full throated-ly reminded me 
of one of the things that are true in this country which is that we want to, we aspire to, we hope to make it 
a better union. And yet we see the clash, the hopefulness of that beautiful museum put up against what 
we’ve seen happen in the streets the conflict of what happened in Tulsa which was mostly a peaceful 
response and how it was handled in Charlotte where there was not a peaceful response having to do with 
transparency in both cases.   

CHUCK TODD:  

It is and Doris, it does, I just feel like you watch -- even Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump they both had I 
don’t want uneven reactions to it but it was almost like they don’t know how to respond anymore because 
the solution, we all kind of know what it is but it’s not happening yet or it doesn’t feel like it’s happening.   

DORIS KEARNS GOODWIN  

Yeah but things are happening. I mean, it seems to when Donald Trump said to the African American 
communities: “You’re living in the worst times ever, ever. It’s never been this bad.” That’s what the 
museum shows is not true. The bottom of that museum shows blacks in the slave pens. It shows them 
under Jim Crow. It shows them making uplift. We’ve made enormous progress.  And even in the police 
situation there are some best practices in some of the cities. In Tulsa, they did a better job in part 
because they had a riot there in 1921, they’ve learned from their mistakes. So I think we can’t have a 
sense of despair. Yes, for many people still living in the inner city it doesn’t seem like much has changed 
but it certainly has compared to where we were 120, 130, 40 years ago.   

CHUCK TODD:  



Yeah, his transparency issue though, Hugh, you can see the Charlotte police chief has been grappling 
with this. On one hand the investigation, but they didn’t release the full video and so it didn’t erase the 
skepticism.   

HUGH HEWITT  

No and it won’t be gone for a long time. I think it’s unfortunate that we’re not spending more time on the 
first lady embracing the former President yesterday and we are spending more time on transparency as 
we have to. I think that for many in the country that’s all one event. Charlotte, Tulsa and the presidential 
race and the national anthem are all one event. But for a lot of the country the national anthem is a 
different event. And I would recommend Ross Douthat’s column this week: Hillary Clinton’s Samantha 
Bee problem. A lot of people are feeling suffocated by the cultural left and they don’t associate it with 
race, they associate it with being overwhelmed by change. And I think it’s the most important column 
that’s been written this week.      

GWEN IFILL:   

I saw that picture of the first lady.   

CHUCK TODD:   

I want to put it up. I have a --  

GWEN IFILL:   

And let me just say I watched it. She and George W. Bush --  

CHUCK TODD: 
Let’s put it up.   

GWEN IFILL:  

-- get along really well. We’ve seen this at other events where they’re basically holding hands and 
ignoring their spouses so that wasn’t a moment of racial reconciliation, that was two people who like each 
other.   

DORIS KEARNS GOODWIN:   

But you know what was? The fact that President Bush signed this legislation, that Senator Brownback 
from Kansas, a republican, worked on it with a democrat  

GWEN IFILL:   

To create the museum.   

DORIS KEARNS GOODWIN:   

-- to create the museum, that's the kind of thing we should be celebrating. And this is a great moment, this 
triumph.  

MIKE MURPHY:  



This is political leaders doing what they're supposed to do.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Yeah.  

MIKE MURPHY:  

And one of the reasons I'm in the awkward position of being a republican who can't support the nominee 
of my party is he's been in the code language business for a long time, sometimes even pretty explicitly, 
bringing those tensions forward, under the guise of all that's politically correct -- well politically incorrect. 
Politically incorrect is a politically correct way to say things in our dialogue that maybe don't belong there. 
And so, I think this is -- imitation of this sort of thing can do a lot.  

CHUCK TODD:  

That photo, Gwen, it struck me. And I've been thinking about this. A President Trump, what happens at 
the unveiling of President Obama's photo? What happens? There are moments when you have to work 
with ex-presidents and I just -- that’s a hard thing.   

GWEN IFILL:  

I spent a lot of time yesterday watching the speeches being delivered and trying to imagine different 
people, not just Donald Trump, but also, Hillary Clinton in that position. I couldn't quite do it. But your 
numbers, your numbers you just showed in a data download about who he needs to win over to me 
explain a lot of what we've seen with Donald Trump for the last couple weeks, going to black churches, 
but speaking to white audiences, literally in the room, but also more broadly.  

He and his people have come to realize that the way that you get those voters he is not doing as well with 
as Romney did is you show some sense of tolerance. And that's who he's really speaking to. When 
people say he's speaking to black voters, that's no.  

CHUCK TODD:  

No, that's clear. All right, let me pause this. We'll be back in 45 seconds, a little "Endgame" segment and 
have a little fun here. Those unfortunate debate moments that just make you do this. We'll be right back.  

***COMMERCIAL BREAK***  

CHUCK TODD:  

Back now with our Endgame segment.  We don’t live in a bubble here on TV.  We’re not the only show on 
television on a Sunday morning  

GWEN IFILL:   

What?  

CHUCK TODD:  



I was shocked myself.  But apparently on another program both Kellyanne Conway and Mike Pence have 
said Gennifer Flowers in not coming to the debate. Mike Murphy, this seems to be a classic protect Trump 
from Trump moment.    

MIKE MURPHY:   

Yeah, the problem is that Trump breaks out of the cage.  So, three hours from now, what will he 
tweet?  We will see what happens.  There is not a traditional Trump campaign.  There are people floating 
around Donald Trump.  I think the bottom line of the debate will be, he will start out sedated, maybe for 
real, but the real Trump, just like the tweet with Flowers will break out.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Hey Doris do you think Hillary Clinton has made this race too much about Donald Trump? Trying to hard 
to make this about Donald Trump?  Because I sit there and say, ‘What if Donald Trump is not the 
caricature?’ The question I asked to Podesta.    

DORIS KEARNS GOODWIN:  

I think the most important thing for her tomorrow is to not necessarily deal with Trump unless she has to 
as a counterattack.  

CHUCK TODD:  

You would avoid it.  

DORIS KEARNS GOODWIN:  

I think what she needs to do is, it’s interesting to go back to that likability thing.  Likeability shouldn’t be 
what we’re voting on and yet it matters.  It’s a reservoir of good feeling.  That’s why the phrase for 
Eisenhower was ‘I like Ike, cause Ike is easy to like.”   

I think if she can own the email scandal and talk about how she wishes she could turn the clock 
back.  Not simply on the email thing but in the future.  If she makes mistakes, all Presidents will, all 
possibilities will, ‘I will then own it right away. I will be more transparent. I will be more forthright.’   

If she could do that, just like she answered that likability thing, ‘well it hurts my feelings.’ Show that it's 
affected her emotionally.  Then I think that’s what---She’s gonna be relaxed, she’s gonna know more than 
he is.  She’s gotta show confidence. Her body language shouldn’t let him get under her skin because she 
should be above that.   

CHUCK TODD:  

By the way, we have you on because you have made both a James Blaine reference and had the 
campaign song and Ike. This is why we have the notorious DKG--  

GWEN IFILL:  

She sang, and I did the accent.  

CHUCK TODD:  



Of course.  Hugh Hewitt, is this going to be where issues are secondary in this debate?  

HUGH HEWITT:   

Oh I think so--  

CHUCK TODD:  

Because they disagree on a lot--  

HUGH HEWITT:  

I don’t think issues matter. There are two archetypes on this stage. There is the smartest, toughest 
teacher in the high school, teaches AP Physics, Hillary Clinton, maybe she spends too much time writing 
recommendations for the smartest kids and there's the football coach who wins, wins, wins and steps on 
people's toes.  And never the two shall cross in the hallway or like each other.   

And I think, and Professor Kearns worked for Johnson at the age of 24, I worked for Nixon at the age of 
24, I think Secretary Clinton has a Nixon problem. I think she is unlikable over a generation for some 
people.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Yeah, good news for her, though, Nixon won twice, by the way. By the way, I hear you.  

MIKE MURPHY:  

The real story of this debate, I think, from Hillary's point of view is less dealing with Trump's antics, so that 
will be very important, but can she fix Hillary? Because what all this tight polling shows is she under 
performing the votes she ought to have.  And May-- and October don’t forget, she's got to connect to 
people, she's gonna have the audience and the moment to do it and Trump, well, an important side show 
is a side show, it's about her.  

CHUCK TODD:  

I have not wanted to mention the "M" word on this broadcast, which is moderator. But Gwen, you have 
done it.  

GWEN IFILL: 
The “M” word--  

CHUCK TODD:  

You have done it, you have done it here. It is amazing to me how hard the campaigns are working the 
refs--  

GWEN IFILL: 
It’s, well, it’s not amazing--   

CHUCK TODD:  

I know, but some of it has been destructive.  



GWEN IFILL:  

Well, it has been and they worked me when I moderated, you remember this. But here's the thing, people 
need to understand the difference between general election debates. Moderators don't matter that much, 
except the candidates try to get in your head.  If you're a pro, Lester's a pro, not going to happen.   

Here's the real key, which is Hillary Clinton is the only person that's done one-on-one debates. She did it 
with Bernie Sanders, she did it when she was running for Senate, she's the only one who has been 
onstage alone with someone else. Donald Trump, whenever he did his, like, calling people names, there 
were 10 other people on the stage, 15 other people on the stage. It's a different thing.   

There won't be cheering, at least the commission doesn't approve of cheering in a general election 
debate, like there are in primary debates. So I think we may have our popcorn and we may be watching 
very closely, but I don't think it's going to be quite the debate that people are coming to expect.  

CHUCK TODD:  

All right, speaking of popcorn and a little bit of candy, here's a little candy for everybody. A little reminder 
that one reason these debates are so very big is because they can go so very wrong.   

(BEGIN TAPE)  

JAMES STOCKDALE:  

Who am I? Why am I here?  

RICK PERRY:  

Commerce, Education and the, what's the third one there? Let's see.  

GEORGE W. BUSH:   

The Vice President doesn't believe in expiration, for example, in Alaska.  

GERALD FORD:  

There is no Soviet domination of Eastern Europe and there never will be under a Ford Administration.  

RICK PERRY:  

Commerce, Education and the um, ah--  

MARCO RUBIO:  

And let's dispel once and for all with this fiction that Barack Obama doesn't know what he's doing, he 
knows exactly what he's doing.   

And I would add this, let’s dispel with this fiction that Barack Obama doesn't know what he's doing, he 
knows exactly what he's doing.   

Bottom line, this notion that Barack Obama doesn't know what he's doing is just not true.  



CHRIS CHRISTIE:  

There it is. There it is.   

MARCO RUBIO:   

He knows exactly what he’s doing.  

CHRIS CHRISTIE:  

A memorized 25-second speech.  

MARCO RUBIO:   

That’s the reason why--  

CHRIS CHRISTIE:   

There it is everybody!  

MARCO RUBIO:   

This campaign is so important.  

GEORGE W. BUSH:  

I've had a record of appointing judges in the State of Texas, that's what a Governor gets to do.  

RICK PERRY:  

Commerce and let's see, I can't. The third one I can't, sorry.  

GEORGE W. BUSH:  

Here's differences.   

RICK PERRY: 
Oops.  

(END TAPE)  

GWEN IFILL:  

Very funny.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Look at this you guys have like, lost it. When I got Doris Kearns Goodwin, I was going to go to you and 
you can't talk.  

DORIS KEARNS GOODWIN:  



I'm finished.  

CHUCK TODD:  

You're out.  

GWEN IFILL:  

That’s how you end up on "Dancing With the Stars."  

CHUCK TODD:  

By the way, the sigh thing is a reminder: None of us picked up on the sighs in that room. A lot of people 
thought Gore trounced Bush in that debate.  

GWEN IFILL:  

Right, right.  

CHUCK TODD:  

And it turns out the audience was offended by Gore.  

GWEN IFILL:  

You know what? I sat on the stage when Sarah Palin walked out and said, "Can I call you Joe?" I never 
heard her say it. When you're the moderator, you're in your head and you didn't know it, but that was what 
started that whole debate.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Alright, before we go, a quick programming note, in case you missed the point, there's a debate tomorrow 
night. NBC News will provide full coverage beginning at 9:00 Eastern, other networks claim they're airing 
it, I know we are, that I promise you.  

GWEN IFILL:  

We're airing it on PBS.  

CHUCK TODD:  

Ahhh. That's all for today. We'll be back next week, because if it's Sunday, it’s Meet The Press.  

                                    * * *END OF TRANSCRIPT* * *  
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