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FACE THE NATION 

 

04/05/09 Guests: Timothy Geithner, Secretary of the United States Department of the Treasury (1); Lara Logan, 

CBS News, Chief Foreign Affairs Correspondent (2); Perry Bacon, Staff Writer, The Washington Post (2) 

1) Topics include: current unemployment rate of 8.5% and whether or not a rise will necessitate the request 

for another stimulus from Congress / encouraging signs indicating possible economic recovery; recent 

forced removal of Rick Wagoner as CEO of General Motors (GM) / idea of a managed bankruptcy for GM 

/ President Barack Obama’s commitment to restructuring the auto industry; reaction to the  criticism that the 

Obama Administration is being tougher on the automotive industry than it is on financial institutions / plan 

to create public-private partnerships to purchase toxic assets, allowing banks to raise equity and start 

lending again / response to the claim that Secretary Geithner is unaware as to exactly how much money 

from the TARP fund has been funneled to the banks / ongoing commitment to transparency; refutation of a 

Washington Post article claiming that the Treasury Department is working on an arrangement which would 

allow banks and their executives to evade the limits set forth by Congress concerning executive 

compensation 

2) Topics include: reaction to the news that North Korea fired an inter-continental ballistic missile over 

Japan / Japan’s response / President Obama and Secretary of State Hillary Clinton’s reaction to North 

Korea’s action; review of President Obama’s trip to Europe; Congress’ focus on helping the economy and 

health care, resulting in climate change directives and cap-and-trade programs being  pushed to the back 

burner; General David Petraeus’ recent trip to Capitol Hill, where he announced that more troops may be 

needed in Afghanistan next year 

 

04/12/09 Guests: Arturo Sarukhan, Mexico’s Ambassador to the United States (1); Rajiv Chandrasekaran, Associate 

Editor, The Washington Post (2); David Sanger, Chief Washington Correspondent, The New York Times 

(2); Kathleen Parker, Syndicated Columnist, The Washington Post Writers Group (2) 

1) Topics include: Mexican Government’s current war against the drug cartels / President Barack Obama’s 

trip to Mexico this week / evidence of President Obama’s commitment to a bilateral relationship with 

Mexico / belief that 90% of all weapons seized in Mexico come from the United States / reaction to the 

assertions made by the National Rifle Association (NRA) and the gun lobby that only 17% are coming from 

the United States / link between the lapse of the United States ban on assault weapons and the rise in assault 

weapons being seized in Mexico / call for the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives (ATF) 

and the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) to play a more prominent role along the border 

between Mexico and the United States / the effectiveness and importance of controlling illicit traffic moving 

in both directions along the border, in order to win the war against the drug syndicates / travel safety for 

Americans in Mexico / opinion regarding the legalization of marijuana 

2) Topics include: current situation regarding Captain Richard Phillips of the Maersk Alabama, taken 

hostage by pirates off the coast of Somalia / the number of failed state problems -- piracy in Somalia, North 

Korea’s missile launch, current conditions in Afghanistan and Pakistan -- confronting President Obama; 

President Obama’s announcement of a troop increase in Afghanistan / intelligence reports indicating that al 

Qaeda is in Afghanistan planning another attack on the United States / the paltry support President Obama 

received in Europe from NATO regarding America’s mission Afghanistan / belief that al Qaeda is actually 

in Pakistan -- an American ally -- and the potential problem that creates; current economic news in the 

United States 
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FACE THE NATION (continued) 

 

04/19/09 Guests: David Axelrod, White House Senior Advisor (1); Governor Ed Rendell (D-PA) (2); Wayne 

LaPierre, Executive Vice President, National Rifle Association (2) 

Guest Moderator: Harry Smith, Anchor, The Early Show 

1) Topics include: President Barack Obama’s recent meeting and handshake with Venezuela’s President 

Hugo Chavez at the Summit of the Americas / America’s current and possible future relationship with 

Venezuela; America’s present association with Cuba and what needs to be done by the Cuban government 

to improve relations between the two; the drug war in Mexico / slim possibility of reinstating the assault 

weapons ban at this time, due to other realities facing America; reaction to Pakistan’s President Asif Ali 

Zardari recent signing of an agreement which ceded an entire territory of the country to the Taliban; 

response to criticism against the Obama Administration for releasing the CIA torture memos / President 

Obama’s commitment to only  prosecute those agents of the U.S. government who acted outside the law and 

not those who acted on legal advice / belief that the enhanced interrogation techniques became a recruiting 

and propaganda tool for al Qaeda; promise of disclosure regarding the results for any of the banks that 

underwent the federal government stress test / April 15 anti-tax “tea parties”; the case of journalist Roxana 

Saberi, an Iranian-American convicted and sentenced in Iran for espionage 

2) Debate over the assault weapons ban: support for the ban to be reinstated / agreement with the Obama 

Administration’s decision to focus not on the ban, but on the economy and healthcare at this time / the 

assault weapons ban as a phony issue / argument over what constitutes an assault weapon / belief that the 

ban will eventually be used to overturn the Second Amendment / reaction to the claim that 90% of all 

weapons seized in Mexico come from the United States / need for current gun laws to be better enforced 

 

04/26/09 Guests: Senator John McCain (R-AZ), Ranking Member, Armed Services Committee (1); Senator Patrick 

Leahy (D-VT), Chairman, Senate Judiciary Committee (2); Tina Brown, Editor-in-Chief, The Daily 

Beast.com (3); Bob Woodward, The Washington Post (3) 

1) Topics include: President Barack Obama’s release of memos outlining the interrogation methods used by 

President George W. Bush’s administration / reiteration of his opposition to torture / explication as to why 

there should be no further investigation into America’s use of enhanced interrogation techniques / need for 

the United States to move forward / reaction to former Vice President Dick Cheney’s belief that more 

documents should be made public, so that the public will understand that the techniques used were 

necessary and successful / belief that releasing the memos threw some “gasoline on the fire” / opposition 

against appointing a special prosecutor to investigate and possibly prosecute any wrongdoing 

2) Topics include: support for the formation of a truth commission to investigate the memos and subsequent 

torture of terror suspects / reaction to criticism that further investigation will criminalize the political system 

/ support for the release of Congressional briefings on torture / response to former Vice President Dick 

Cheney’s call for the release of more memos / interest in speaking with former Vice President Cheney, but 

only if done so under oath / plan to hold hearings in the judiciary committee 

3) Topics include: release of the torture memos; review of President Barack Obama’s first 100 days 
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60 MINUTES 

 

04/05/09 “Closing The Clinic” - a report on how the economic crisis is affecting society’s most vulnerable, the poor, 

who rely on public hospitals for care.  This report focuses on University Medical Center, a primary source 

of charity care in Las Vegas, Nevada, as it is forced by budget cuts to close services that are duplicated by 

private hospitals -- including its outpatient clinic for chemotherapy patients and what these patients and 

health care professionals are doing in the wake of this downsizing.  Interviewed are: Kathy Silver, CEO, 

University Medical Center; Dr. Nick Spiritos, Women’s Cancer Center Foundation; and cancer patients 

Helen Sharp, Roy Scales, Livia Ralphs, Yolanda Coleman.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: Shawn Efran, Catherine 

Herrick) 

“Torture In Iran” - an interview with Ahmad Btebi, one of the most famous dissidents in Iran, who 

describes how he was tortured during his eight years in an Iranian prison and how he was finally able to 

escape.  Also interviewed: Lily Mazahery, an Iranian-American attorney; and Hadi Ghaemi, International 

Campaign for Human Rights in Iran.  (C: Anderson Cooper - P: Robert G. Anderson) 

“Dolly” - an interview with country music superstar Dolly Parton, who talks about her childhood, her career 

and the Broadway production of her film, “9 to 5”.  (C: Morley Safer - P: David Browning, Diane Beasley) 

Correction: “The Internet Is Infected” (OAD: 03/29/09) 

Update: “Poisoned” (OAD: 03/29/09) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Andy Weighs In On The National Debt” - Andy on millions, billions and trillions 

 

04/12/09 “The DEKA Arm” - a report on the DEKA arm, one of the breakthroughs of a Pentagon program called 

“Revolutionizing Prosthetics”.  This arm, one of the biggest innovations in prosthetics since World War II, 

provides amputees the ability to pick up small, delicate objects, something not available in arm prosthetics.  

Currently heading to clinical trials, it may soon be available to the more than 200 veteran arm amputees 

from the Afghanistan and Iran conflicts.  Interviewed; Fred Downs, head of prosthetics, Veterans 

Administration; Dr. Geoffrey Ling, Army Colonel/neurologist; Dean Kamen, inventor; Chuck Hildreth, 

amputee/DEKA volunteer; Josh Bleill, leg amputee; and Jonathan Kuniholm, Duke University biochemical 

engineer/amputee.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: Denise Schrier Cetta) 

“Gun Rush” - despite the current economic downturn, fear of tighter gun-control laws under the Obama 

administration have fueled an increase in gun and ammunition sales.  At a Virginia gun show, gun 

proponents and anti-gun activists discuss why the public feels the need to possess guns and what could be 

fueling the sales, the gun show “loophole” in Virginia and 30 other states that allows people who are not 

gun dealers to sell firearms without background checks, and the Virginia Tech massacre.  Interviewed: 

Philip Van Cleve (gun proponent); Gerald Massengil, former Police Superintendent of Virginia; Lily Habtu, 

Virginia Tech survivor; Omar Samaha, brother of Virginia Tech victim Reema Samaha; and Senator Dianne 

Feinstein (D-CA).  (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Shachar Bar-On) 

“Steve Wynn” - a profile of casino mogul Steve Wynn, who despite today’s bad economy, has had to slash 

employees’ pay and room prices but does whatever he has to do to get customers to his new hotel, Encore, 

which opened in 2008.  He reflects on how Las Vegas has changed from just a gambling town when he built 

the first luxury resort to a vacation destination; his business success; and retinitis pigmentosa, an eye disease 

that is slowly robbing him of his sight.  Also interviewed: Steve’s wife and business partner, Elaine.  (C: 

Charlie Rose - P: Catherine Olian) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Andy Rooney: Conserve Our Resources” - Andy comments on the changing 

environment and admits he's part of the problem 
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60 MINUTES (continued) 

 

04/19/09 “401K Recession” - recent losses in the stock market are drawing attention to the shortcomings of a 

retirement system that has jeopardized the financial security of millions: 401(k)s.  Originally they were 

planned as a savings plan to supplement Social Security and pensions and were never created to be the 

mainstay of workers’ retirements, but became just that -- effectively replacing pension funds.  Interviewed 

are: investors Alan Weir, Kathleen Coleman, Terry and Donna McNally; David Wray, President, Profit 

Sharing/401k Council of America and lobbyist; Brooks Hamilton; and Rep. George Miller (D-CA).  (C: 

Steve Kroft - P: Ira Rosen) 

“Cold Fusion Is Hot Again” - a report on cold fusion - nuclear energy like that which powers the sun, but 

made at room temperatures on a tabletop, which in 1989, was presented as a revolutionary new source of 

energy that promised to be cheap, limitless and clean but was quickly dismissed as junk science.  Today, 

scientists believe that cold fusion, now most often called low temperature fusion or a nuclear effect, could 

lead to monumental breakthroughs in energy production.  Includes interviews with: Michael McKubre, 

electrochemist, SRI International; Richard Garwin, physicist; Rob Duncan, expert in measuring energy; and 

Martin Fleishman, electrochemist and originator of the term cold fusion.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: Denise 

Schrier Cetta) 

“Blood Brothers” - a profile of Francisco Rivera Ordonez and his younger brother, Cayetano -- the only 

brothers in Spanish history to be top matadors at the same time.  Descended from a long line of bullfighters, 

Francisco has been fighting for thirteen years, while Cayetano, for only three. (C: Bob Simon - P: Michael 

H. Gavshon, Paul Bellinger) (see also "The Family Business" (OAD: 1/11/98), 60 MINUTES’ initial 

profile of Francisco Rivera Ordonez) (OAD: 10/19/08) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Taxes: Have You Paid Your Fair Share?” - Andy has a solution for dealing with tax 

cheaters 

 

04/26/09 “Vice President Biden” - a profile of Vice-President Joe Biden after his first 100 days in office: how he’s 

dealing with the transition; his adjustment from being a powerful senator to being the man standing behind 

the president; on being a team player; and his family. Included are interviews with President Barack Obama; 

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, and Biden’s wife, Dr. Jill Biden.  (C: Lesley Stahl - P: Karen M. 

Sughrue) 

“Powered By Coal” - a report on coal, American’s most abundant and cheap fossil fuel. Coal generates 

nearly half the electricity in the United States and the world, but it is the dirtiest fuel of all when it comes to 

carbon dioxide or CO2 -- the leading greenhouse gas.  The Obama administration has declared that CO2 is 

a threat to human health and plans to impose limits, but making coal safe will come at an astronomical cost.  

During the campaign, both sides endorsed “clean coal” or carbon capture and sequestration technology.  

Clean coal takes the carbon dioxide, turns it into a liquid and pumps it underground.  Virtually everyone 

agrees that this is the only way we have to make coal safe. Interviewed: Jim Rogers, CEO, Duke Energy; 

Jim Hansen, NASA climate scientist; Dan Kammen, physicist and energy expert; Joe Romm; and Floyd 

Robb.  (C: Scott Pelley - P: Joel Bach, David Gelber) 

“The Orphanage” - a visit to the David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust, the Kenya-based orphanage for elephants 

who were abandoned when they were less than two years old.  Includes interviews with: Dame Daphne 

Sheldrick, the orphanage founder who has been working with elephants for 50 years and Edwin Lusichi, 

head of the elephant keepers. (C: Bob Simon - P: Michael H. Gavshon) (OAD: 04/09/06; 1st rebroadcast: 

12/24/06; 2nd rebroadcast: 12/21/08 - a re-edited version.) 

Andy Rooney Topic: “Send It To Andy!” - Whether it's fudge, books or whistles, lots of stuff has landed in 

Andy’s mailbox 
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48 HOURS MYSTERY 

 

04/04/09 PREEMPTION 

 

04/11/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “American Girl, Italian Nightmare” - a follow-up to “A Long Way From 

Home” (OAD: 04/12/08).  Amanda Knox, a 21-year-old American exchange student in Perugia, Italy, has 

now been on trial there for three months, charged -- along with her Italian boyfriend, Raffaele Sollecito -- 

with the November 2007 murder of Amanda’s British roommate, Meredith Kercher.  Although a local thief, 

Rudy Guede, was tried and found guilty of the murder, he implicated Knox and Sollecito in the crime.  

Knox and Sollecito say they are innocent.  The prosecutor, Giuliano Mignini, maintains that all were part of 

a drug-fueled sex party that turned into a ritualistic satanic murder.  Author Doug Preston recounts how, in 

2006,  prosecutor Mignini accused him of being an accessory to the same type of murder, after he co-

authored (with Mario Spezi) “The Monster of Florence,” a non-fiction account of a series of murders 

between 1974 and 1985.  Preston and Spezi suspected a lone serial killer.  This contradicted Mignini’s 

theory that a satanic sect was responsible for the murders.  The authors were accused of falsifying evidence 

and of being part of the satanic cult.  After an intense interrogation, Preston was released without charge; 

Spezi, after spending three weeks in prison, was also released. Mignini -- who follows the satanic 

conspiracy theories of Italian blogger Gabriella Carlizzi, a woman who claims to speak to a deceased priest 

-- continues as prosecutor in the Amanda Knox trial, although he himself is currently under indictment for a 

series of crimes, including abuse of office, obstruction of justice, and illegal wiretapping of journalists.  

Amanda Knox faces a maximum sentence of life imprisonment; if she’s convicted of murder there will be 

an automatic appeal.  Includes interviews with: Nick Pisa, British journalist; Edda Mellas and Curt Knox, 

Amanda’s parents; Paul Ciolino, Chicago private investigator and 48 HOURS consultant; Paolo Sofriso, 

Italian investigator and 48 HOURS consultant; Nathan Abraham, friend of Meredith Kercher; Dr. Larry 

Kobilinsky, forensic scientist; Doug Preston, author.  (C: Peter Van Sant - P: Joe Halderman, Doug 

Longhini) 

 

04/18/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: Death Without Mercy” (9:00 - 10:00pm) - On November 29, 2005, firemen 

put out a fire in a house in Morgantown, West Virginia -- and discovered in a bedroom the charred remains 

of Jimmy Michael, who lived there with his second wife Shelly, a registered nurse.  A medical examiner’s 

report found that Jimmy was dead before the blaze had even started, and that he had been injected with a 

lethal dose of a drug called rocuronium, used in hospital procedures when doctors need to temporarily 

paralyze muscles.  Police investigation led to the arrest of Shelly Michael for the murder of her husband.  At 

her trial, the jury found her guilty of first degree murder, but included a recommendation of mercy.  She will 

be eligible for parole in 2027.  Among those interviewed are: Shelly Michael; Paul Mezzanotte, 

Morgantown police detective; Stephanie Estel, first wife of Jimmy Michael; Dennis and Ruth Michael, 

parents of Jimmy Michael.  (C: Susan Spencer - P: Tim Gorin)  (OAD: 01/05/08.  First rebroadcast: 

07/19/08 - includes brief updated text graphic at the conclusion.  This 04/18/09 second rebroadcast includes 

a brief further updated text graphic at the conclusion.) 
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48 HOURS MYSTERY (continued) 

 

04/18/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “The Curious Case of Colonel Shue” (10:00 - 11:00pm) - In April 2003, Air 

Force Colonel Philip Shue died in a violent car crash when his vehicle struck some trees alongside a Texas 

interstate highway.  When his body was first pulled from the car, investigators found that there was a six-

inch vertical gash in his chest, both his nipples had been removed, and duct tape was wrapped around both 

his wrists and his boots.  After a year of investigation, all the agencies involved -- the Air Force, and both 

local and state police -- agreed that Col. Shue, a psychiatrist, had suffered a psychological breakdown and 

committed suicide.  A grand jury, convened at the request of the district attorney, found no evidence of any 

crime and believed the ruling of suicide should stand.  However, Tracy Shue, his widow, is adamant in her 

insistence that her husband had been abducted and tortured, and had then somehow broken free.  Tracy 

thinks that Philip’s first wife, Nancy, who still held insurance policies on his life worth one million dollars, 

should be investigated.  Nancy had refused to cancel these policies, even after Philip claimed that he had 

received an anonymous letter warning him of a plot against his life by Nancy and her current husband, 

Donald Timpson.  Nancy was also a board-certified sex therapist who had studied the practice of 

sadomasochism.  Two months after Philip’s death, Tracy filed a civil lawsuit seeking to prevent Nancy from 

collecting the million dollar death benefit, and seeking damages from the insurance companies for not 

previously canceling the policies.  As part of the lawsuit, Tracy’s lawyers demanded that Nancy answer 

their questions, but she took the Fifth Amendment more than twenty times, refusing to answer any questions 

about murder or motives or torture.  In 2008, the civil lawsuit went to trial.  Nancy had been dropped as a 

defendant, as had one of the insurance companies.  Both Nancy and Tracy received million dollar death 

settlements of Philip Shue’s policies.  With regard to damages, the presiding judge ruled in favor of the 

insurance company.  But he also ruled that the evidence considered by the Court substantiated a finding that 

the death of Philip Shue was indeed a homicide.  Nancy Shue declined repeated requests from 48 HOURS 

to be interviewed.  No law enforcement agency has ever named her or her husband as suspects or persons of 

interest in the case.  Includes interviews with: Tracy Shue, widow of Philip Shue; Nina Williard, friend of 

Tracy and Philip; Doctor Vincent Di Maio, chief medical examiner, Bexar County, Texas; Dr. Cyril Wecht, 

pathologist; Joe Moura, private investigator and 48 HOURS consultant; Lieutenant Roger Anderson, lead 

officer for the military’s investigation of the case; George Brown, friend of Philip Shue.  (C: Troy Roberts - 

P: Peter Henderson) 

 

04/25/09 48 HOURS MYSTERY: “Craigslist: Classified For Murder?” -  a special broadcast devoted to the 

Craigslist murder investigation, examining the crimes and evidence, as well as the psyche of accused killer, 

Philip Markoff.  Featured are: 1) a report by Richard Schlesinger on the suspect Philip Markoff, including 

interviews with friends Morgan Houston and Andrew Hookway, plus a forensic psychiatrist Dr. Michael 

Welner, who believes Markoff was not leading a double life but suddenly embarked on a crime spree.  2) 

Peter Van Zant obtains details about the case with Boston Globe reporter Maria Cramer and private 

investigator and 48 HOURS consultant Joe Moura.  Prosecutors traced an e-mail to an IP address which led 

them to the suspect.  Police also located a gun hidden in a textbook and trophies from the victims.  Also, an 

interview with Trisha Leffler, a Las Vegas prostitute who advertised on Craigslist and was the first victim: 

robbed at gunpoint by the suspect four days before the murder of Julissa Brissman.  3) Harold Dow reports 

on the dark side of the digital world.  Included are interviews with: an erotic masseuse who says business 

started booming after she placed an ad on Craigslist; with Kristin Davis, a New York City madam who 

claims she hired Brissman to do high-end erotic massage; and with Cook Country (Chicago) Sheriff Thomas 

Dart who wants Craigslist shut down.  4) Correspondent Troy Roberts with a report on the similar tragedy 

of 13-year old Christina Long who met grown men in online chat rooms and was murdered by someone she 

met online seven years ago.  Included is an interview with Craigslist CEO Jim Buckmaster who says that 

users self-police the site and that it is safe.  5) a report on the life of murder victim Julissa Brissman, a 25-

year-old former alcoholic, trying hard to get her life back on track, training to become a substance abuse 

counselor.  Teacher Jack Bennett and fellow student Robert Turner are interviewed by Daniel Sieberg.  (C: 

Peter Van Sant, Richard Schlesinger, Troy Roberts, Harold Dow, Daniel Sieberg - P: Peter Henderson, Paul 

LaRosa, Allen Alter, Patti Aronofsky, Avi Cohen, Larry Warner, Joshua Yager, Doug Longhini, Alec 

Sirken, Lisa Freed, Liza Finley, Josh Gelman) 
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CBS RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL SPECIAL 

 

04/26/09 “Poverty: A Time For Sharing” - A presentation and discussion on poverty in Africa, Asia, and Latin 

America and how Protestant, Catholic and Mennonite Christians, Jews and Muslims -- all sharing a 

common thread of responding to immediate need and empowering indigenous peoples so they can control 

their own lives -- serve the poor and confront world poverty.  1) In Africa, a poor child dies of malaria 

every thirty seconds.  Rick Reilly, sports columnist; Elizabeth McKee Gore of the UN Foundation; and 

Bishop Thomas Bickerton of the United Methodist Church, discuss “Nothing But Nets” -- a grassroots 

campaign to save lives by raising awareness and funds to purchase and distribute bed nets and save lives.  2) 

American Jewish World Service works with 400 non-governmental grassroots groups in 36 countries.  

President Ruth Messinger discusses working on behalf of underprivileged children in India and volunteer 

Julia Kaminsky speaks of her work in El Salvador.  3) Arli Klassen, Executive Director of the Mennonite 

Central Committee (MCC) presents a mobile health clinic in Laos; and Jim Bowman, former MCC 

representative in Kenya describes how building a dam provides a Kenyan village with drinking water in the 

dry spell.  The work of the MCC -- across 66 countries -- stresses service to the poor and non-violence in all 

conflicts.  4) Islamic Relief (IR) serves the world’s poor in 35 countries.  Natasha Issak, a fundraiser; and 

operations manager Yousef Abdallah, discuss training programs set up in Afghanistan to empower the 

enormous number of widows and orphans created by decades of war.  IR’s work at a refugee camp in Sudan 

is also described.  5) Annemarie Reilly, chief of staff of Catholic Relief Services (CRS), the worldwide 

relief arm of the U.S. Catholic Church, describes CRS work in response to the 2004 tsunami in Indonesia; 

ongoing work in Ethiopia; working with Mother Teresa’s Missionaries of Charity; and the holistic approach 

used to serve HIV positive people in Zambia.  (Producer & Narrator: Ted Holmes.  Associate Producer: 

Mary Catherine Brouder.  Executive Producer & Director: John P. Blessington.  Produced in consultation 

with: National Council of Churches; United States Conference of Catholic Bishops; Islamic Society of 

North America; Union for Reform Judaism; New York Board of Rabbis.) 
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