
Quarterly Issues Programs List for 
WHLS, Port Huron

April 1st – June 30th 2021 

Section I Issues 

The station has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community in the second 
quarter of 2021:

A. Recreation and regional trails

B. Elections and voting reforms

C. Return of canceled summertime events

D. Prevention and treatment of COVID-19

E. Education and school district leadership changes

F. Waterfront development projects

G. Reopening of the border with Canada

H. Secretary of State branch reopening

Section II Responsive Programs

A. Recreation and regional trails

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: April 10 - 11, 2021 Air Time: 8 times daily 12am-12pm ROS

It's the final push for a new trail to connect the campuses of two area schools as well a sfill one of the 
remaining gaps left on the Bridge to Bay trail system. Sherri Faust chairs the St. Clair County Regional 
Trails board and says plans call for a new bridge over the Black River Canal on the city's north side. 
The cost for these projects is approximately $650,000 to complete, with much of it coming from the 
Ralph C Wilson Junior Foundation and the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund. A funding gap of 
about $25,000 dollars remains and those wishing to contribute can do so through the St. Clair County 
Community Foundation at saintclairfoundation.org.

B. Elections and voting reforms

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: April 3 - 4, 2021 Air Time: 8 times daily 12am-12pm ROS

Michigan Senate Republicans, citing election security, have introduced a plan to reform the state's 
voting laws. This past week, the GOP introduced bills that would require voters to submit a photo ID, 



prohibit the unsolicited mass mailing of absentee ballot applications, and restrict the hours in which 
people could drop their ballot in curbside boxes. Local State Senator Dan Lauwers from Brockway 
Township supports the bills that would prohibit the unsolicited mass mailings of absentee voter 
applications, require voters to submit a photo ID at the polls, and would allow for automatic voter 
registration when you sign up for a drivers license. Democrats however say it’s an attempt to suppress 
voting and some of the measures seem destined to be vetoed by Governor Whitmer while some may 
receive bipartisan support.

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: May 22 - 23, 2021 Air Time: 8 times daily 12am-12pm ROS

Port Huron voters will be asked once again to approve a ballot initiative to allow marijuana stores in 
the city. Mayor Pauline Repp says Progress for Michigan, which organized last year's petition drive, 
has submitted revised language which will be placed on the August ballot. Repp says the change comes
after marijuana store hopefuls filed suit against the city regarding the way licenses were to be dolled 
out. The new initiative would remove the current scoring system for marijuana store applicants and 
would be for medical marijuana only, unlike the previous initiative which was for recreational stores.

C. Return of canceled summertime events

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: April 17-18/24-25, 2021 Air Time: 4 times daily 12am-12pm ROS

City of Port Huron officials are still planning on some sort of festivity surrounding the Port Huron to 
Mackinac Yacht Race. Downtown Development Authority Director Cynthia Cutright says it might have
a different name this year but they are still planing for some sort scaled back event. Q Country 107 
WSAQ is planning to hold a pair of country concerts on Family Night July 22nd and Boat Night June 
23rd. Cutright also says Operation Transformation's Family Night activities could be making a return as 
well as the carnival. The 2021 Bayview Mackinac race will take place July 24th.

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: June 19 - 20, 2021 Air Time: 8 times daily 12am-12pm ROS

Organizers are once again preparing for the 97th Port Huron to Mackinac Yacht Race. Bayview Yacht 
Club Race Chairman Greg Thomas says over 200 boats have signed up to participate in the race this 
year, which is scheduled to take place July 24th. Thomas says a point of frustration again this year will 
be docking at Mackinac Island, saying the state owned harbor again will be operating at reduced 
capacity. This year's race will also run only one course, the shorter "shore course" as opposed to the 
longer "Cove Island" course that would take participants through Canadian waters, which are currently 
off limits due to cross border travel restrictions.

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: June 26 - 27, 2021 Air Time: 8 times daily 12am-12pm ROS

Plans are in the works for this year's St. Clair River Classic Offshore Power Boat races in St. Clair. Bob
Currier, of the Blue Water Offshore Power Boat Association, says after canceling the event due to the 
pandemic last year, it will make a rather large return this year. Race trials and testing will be held the 
Friday and Saturday leading up to the race.  Currier says the vendors and floating stage that have 
become synonymous with the power boat races will not be happening this year due to a decision made 



by FunFest Productions. He hopes for those to return for next year's race, but in the meantime, Currier 
says there will be some smaller scale music and entertainment offerings that weekend.

D. Prevention and treatment of COVID-19

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: April 17 - 18, 2021 Air Time: 4 times daily 12am-12pm ROS

As COVID cases spike, Michigan is doubling down on promising therapeutic treatments and on 
preventative measures. Although Governor Whitmer did not introduce any new restrictions, Michigan 
has five times the number of coronavirus cases it had in February, and an 18% positivity rate. Governor
Whitmer, during a press conference this past week, says infusion treatments including the use of 
monoclonal antibodies, are another tool in the toolbox. So far, 6,600 Michiganders have gotten the 
treatment. The state also pledged to increase the number of infusion sites around the state. No 
additional economic or social restrictions were announced during the news conference.

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: May 8 - 9, 2021 Air Time: 4 times daily 12am-12pm ROS

The St. Clair County Health Department wants to answer your questions regarding the COVID-19 
vaccine. Dr. Annette Mercatante, the county's medical health officer, says officials are willing and able 
to help answer your questions regarding vaccine hesitancy. Those seeking answers can call the county's
COVID-19 hotline at 966-4163 or by sending an email to covid19@stclaircounty.org. Dr. Mercatante 
says St. Clair County remains about 7 to 8 percent behind the number of people statewide who have 
received the COVID-19 vaccine.

E. Education and school district leadership changes

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: April 24 - 25, 2021 Air Time: 4 times daily 12am-12pm ROS

Port Huron Students and Staff will continue to use Zoom for education for at least another week. The 
board of education chose to continue virtual learning and will reconvene at a date to be determined next
week to re-access the situation. Catherine Woolman, Executive Director of Instructional Services at 
Port Huron Schools, says regardless if students remain virtual or go back to in person learning, there 
will be a commencement for the class of 2021. Port Huron Schools had been operating 100-percent 
virtually since April 9th.  Grade 6-through-12 students have been remote since March 22nd. Woolman 
does say plans are being made for some form of summer school for those students who have fallen 
behind. 

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: May 1 - 2, 2021 Air Time: 4 times daily 12am-12pm ROS

Students in the Port Huron Area School District will be returning to full in person instruction. Board 
President Ann Murphy supported the decision which will see all grade levels return to face to face 
learning starting Monday. Murphy says district administration will still have the power to close things 
down again if coronavirus cases get out of hand. Murphy says she supported the return to in person 
learning so students can be academically prepared to move up to the next grade level or move on to 
higher education this fall. She says the graduating class of 2021 will be recognized with some form of 

mailto:covid19@stclaircounty.org


commencement ceremony this summer, however events such as the senior prom at each of the district's 
high schools, has been called off.

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: June 5 -6, 2021 Air Time: 8 times daily 12am-12pm ROS

Port Huron Schools Superintendent Jamie Cain will be leaving the district at the end of the school year.
Cain says he will be stepping down to become the director of administrative services at St. Clair 
County Regional Education Service Agency. Asked to predict who will replace him at Port Huron 
Schoo, Can says he believed the board of education will prefer to look internally. After meeting during 
a special session meeting, the Port Huron Area School District decided to select Theo Kerhoulas, 
director of operations for the district, as Port Huron School's next superintendent. 

F. Waterfront development projects

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: May 1-2/8-9, 2021 Air Time: 4 times daily 12am-12pm ROS

A long vacant parcel of land in Port Huron Township is being eyed for potential development. 
Township supervisor Bob Lewandowski says a developer is interested in buying 30 acres of township-
owned land on Water Street north of the I-94 interchange. Lewandowski, speaking to our Paul Miller 
yesterday, says the parcel know as Mallard Creek has been the subject of several ideas over the past 
three decades, first as a casino, and then later as a marina. Lewandowski says DeLacey Real Estate is in
the process of doing it's due diligence for the site. He says it could be used for condos or single family 
homes, but the specific number of units has yet to be determined.

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: May 29 - 30, 2021 Air Time: 8 times daily 12am-12pm ROS

Marine City is a step closer to having it's own public marina along the Belle River. The Community 
Foundation of St. Clair County will be financially supporting the new marina which was identified as a 
top priority by a local group of business and governmental leaders. Randy Maiers is President and CEO
of the Community Foundation. He says the project is expected to cost around $377,000 with the 
Community Foundation contributing the first $45,000 towards the project. 

G. Reopening of the border with Canada

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: June 12-13, 2021 Air Time: 8 times daily 12am-12pm ROS

Sarnia's mayor hopes the international border might reopen later this summer or early fall for non-
essential traffic. Mayor Mike Bradley stated that COVID-19 cases are falling, vaccination rates are up, 
and the province-wide lock down is coming to an end. Bradley again stated that he favors a phased in 
approach to reopening the border and hopes that he and other border city mayors will have a seat at the 
table when it comes to drafting Canada's reopening plan. Asked to speculate on when the border might  
reopen, Bradley says potentially September or sooner depending on each country's vaccination rates. 

H. Secretary of State branch reopening



Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: May 15 - 16, 2021 Air Time: 8 times daily 12am-12pm ROS

If you're still waiting for an appointment at the Secretary of State's office, you're not alone. With a 
limited number of appointments available on any given day, some are waiting weeks and even months 
to perform routine transactions at a local branch office. Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson, says she 
understands the frustration and has subsequently added more "next day" appointment slots. As far as 
the appointment system as a whole, Benson says it's here to stay, with the secretary of state adding that 
many branch transactions can now be performed online.

Section III Public Service Announcements 

Name: Community Events Run Time: 30 seconds
Date: April 1st - June 30th 2021 Air Time: 12 times per day 12am-12pm ROS

The Following Public Service Announcements aired on WHLS:

• National drug take back day Saturday April 24th with drop offs accepted at the Port Huron 
Police Department and St. Clair County Sheriff's Office.

• Free COVID-19 vaccine opportunity to Port Huron Businesses hosted by the St. Clair County 
Economic Development Alliance the week of April 12-16.

• Port Huron Police Department autism and special needs open house at St. Clair County 
Community College April 10th.

• Friends of the St. Clair River virtual butterfly chat Tuesday April 13th.
• A senior recognition vehicle parade for Port Huron High and Northern students on May 22nd

• St. Clair County Farm Museum plow day Saturday May 8th.
• Friends of the St. Clair River eco-stewardship work day and wildflower walk May 8th.
• Blue Water youth football and cheerleading open registration events May 16th and 22nd.
• American Legion Post 8 Port Huron burger night Tuesdays in May to benefit the fallen heroes 

banner project.
• Wills Ste. Clair automotive museum car show in Marysville Park June 13th.
• Lake Huron Foundation pink ribbon golf outing for breast cancer June 25th

• Yoga in Pine Grove Park to benefit the Mid City Nutrition soup kitchen building June 30th.
• Port Huron Parks and Recreation Department drive in movies at the McMorran South Parking 

Lot on Thursdays during the summer.
• Kenockee Township Fire Department fireman's fund car show June 20th in Avoca.
• Michigan Independent Citizens Redistricting Commission to hold a public meeting on Tuesday 

June 22nd at the Blue Water Convention Center.
• Port Huron Beautification Commission now accepting Yard of the Year submissions.


