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ISSUES OF CONCERN TO CHICAGO
ADDRESSED IN RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING IN THE

FOURTH QUARTER 2013

1. School Reform and Education: Efforts to improve student performance and achievement, 
making sure teachers are performing well in the classroom and general educational issues 
in Chicago and suburbs.

2. Business and Job Development: Creating an economic climate that supports small 
business and entrepreneurs.  Provide assistance to develop new businesses and jobs in 
distressed economic areas.  

3. Crime and Violence: Support of community policing efforts in Chicago, efforts to reduce 
gang activity and the spread of gangs into the suburbs, ensuring that the police 
department operates legally and with respect the communities it serves.

4. Transportation: Maintenance, improvement and safety of Chicago’s transportation 
system, including the airports, commuter rail service, and highway development.

5. Family Issues: Helping to maintain stable families; parental education; finding permanent 
homes for children in state care.  

6. Health Care: Providing adequate facilities for health care, particularly indigent care; 
providing affordable health care and access to services.

7. Voter Information: Helping voters make personal election decisions by giving insights 
into those that are running for offices in upcoming elections.

8. Neighborhood and Suburban Development: Efforts within the City of Chicago to 
promote neighborhood cohesion, economic opportunities and housing.
Infrastructure concerns.
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WXRT - FM
PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS COMMUNITY ISSUES

FOURTH QUARTER, 2013

1. Pubic Affairs Program: October 19th, November 16th & December 21st at 6am. 
Duration: (30:00).  Hosted by Terri Hemmert, this locally produced show features 
interviews with authors and professionals regarding issues of local and national concern.

2. At Issue: Saturdays & Sundays (except October 19th, November 16th & December 21st) 
at 6am. 
Duration:  (30:00) Locally produced interview show featuring top newsmakers    
discussing state and community issues.
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I.     SCHOOL REFORM AND EDUCATION

At Issue
November 10, 2013
Guests: Douglas Baker/ President of Northern Illinois University 
30 minutes of 30 minute program

Dr. Baker started off the program talking about the immediate challenges of Northern 
Illinois University, like the curriculum.  He said that Northern Illinois has a great faculty, staff, 
students and alumni. He said the university would use those resources to create an environment 
for student growth and job development.  Dr. Baker talked about how important it is for students 
to have internships, and how the alumni can help them place students in internships. He said 
being near Chicago is an asset to the university because it opens up more opportunity for 
students to get internships.  Dr. Baker said   internships are strong indicators for landing a job 
after graduation.  Dr. Baker also talked about the university’s finances. He said that NIU has a 
solid budget.  He said over the last 20 years, the state has reduced funding for higher education.  
But Dr. Baker said NIU’s tuition has remained affordable at about $9,000 per year.  Dr. Baker 
said he wants to focus on programs that would allow students to experience life abroad.  He 
talked the importance of studying abroad.  Dr. Baker said the goal for NIU is to set students up 
for life by providing a high quality education and a great community atmosphere so alumni will 
want give back to the university.  
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II.  BUSINESS AND JOB DEVELOPMENT 

At Issue
October 5, 2013
Guests: The Rev. Sid Mohn/President of Heartland Alliance
           Arnold Patton/Client of Heartland Alliance   
30 minutes of 30 minute program

Heartland Alliance is a group that has been fighting poverty in the Midwest for 125 years.  
The president of the organization, The Reverend Sid Mohn, started off the program explaining 
the history of the group and its mission. Mohn talked about how the mission has changed 
because the problems have changed since the group’s founding. Mohn talked about where and 
how they receive funding.  Patton talked about his experience and why he went to Heartland 
Alliance for help.  Patton talked about how the program helped him. Mohn ended the show 
talking about the Affordable Health Care Act.  Mohn explained how the program helps people 
get back on their feet.  Mohn ended the program by talking about the Affordable Health Care Act 
and how it affects “Heartland Alliance.” 

At Issue
October 6 & 12, 2013
Guests: Karin Norington-Reaves/ CEO Chic. Cook Workforce Partnership
30 minutes of 30 minute program

Reaves said the mission of the ‘Workforce Partnership’ program in Chicago is to help 
with job training, career placement and other work needs in the metropolitan area. Reaves said 
anyone can use their services.  Reaves said this agency is different from the agencies it replaced 
because each agency had its own rules, policies, funding and districting.  By combining the 
agencies they became non-profit, eliminated district boundaries, and became more accessible—
making it possible for anyone to go to any agency for help.  To determine the job growth in the 
area, Reaves said they have an in-house market analysis team.  They look to see where the job 
growth is, then use that   data to shows what jobs will be in demand in the future.  Reaves said 
the growth areas in the region are:  manufacturing, health care, IT, retail, culinary arts, business 
and professional services.  Reaves said an up and coming field is advance manufacturing and 
welding.  Reaves talked about the government shut down and how it impacted their funding.  
Reaves said they were in the process of asking all of their offices if they could operate without 
federal funding.    



Issues and Programs Report 4th Quarter, 2013

93XRT Chicago’s Finest Rock Page 7

At Issue
October 13, 2013
Guests: Jim Durkin/ Republican Leader of the Illinois State House
21 minutes of 30 minute program

Durkin said he wants to lead the Republican Party despite Democrats having a veto-proof 
majority because he is worried about where the state is headed.  He says the job opportunities he 
had growing up may no longer be there for future generations and he believes he can have a 
positive impact.  Durkin said a pension reform plan is in a better place than it was a few years 
ago but there is still a long way to go.  Durkin said no matter what decision the legislature makes 
regarding pensions, some people are not going to be happy.  He stressed that the General 
Assembly will be fair in making corrections to the pension system.  Durkin said it is critical to 
find the right solution to the pension problem the first time, because he does not want to work on 
it again in a couple of years.  Regarding Governor Quinn’s statement that there would be no 
incentives for Archer Daniels Midland to stay in Illinois because the pension issue must come 
first, Durkin said he shared the governor’s frustration, but there are other issues that must be 
tackled at the same time.  He brought up education and public safety among those issues.  Durkin 
said the state does have a tax credit program to help companies wanting to stay in Illinois.  
Durkin said Archer Daniels Midland did request to stay in the state, and said he wants to be sure 
Illinois does not lose additional businesses to other states.  Durkin’s concern is not so much 
about losing a corporate headquarters, but that those companies may not be willing to expand 
locally.  For example, if they have a line of manufacturing, he said they might take that work out 
of Illinois while the corporate office remains.

At Issue
October 27 & November 2, 2013
Guests: Toni Preckwrinkle/ Cook County Board President  
15 minutes of 30 minute program  

 Preckwrinkle said her office has worked very hard to be “good stewards” of the tax 
resources that have come their way, and they were able to cut taxes by $1.1 billion in the last 3 
years and cut spending by $430 million.  What helped them cut spending, Preckwrinkle said, was 
making county government more efficient. plus the ‘Affordable Health Care Act’ was put in 
place.  She said the new health care law meant new resources for the county to provide for the 
uninsured.  Preckwrinkle said the economy is picking up a bit, which is good for everyone.  
Preckwrinkle said they are working with the city to enforce certain taxes, like the cigarette tax.  
She said they’re also targeting people who illegally claim more than one property tax homestead 
exemption.  Preckwrinkle said the county is not making good investments in technology and they 
need to upgrade their facilities, so everything can run smoothly.  She said the county has two 
basic functions: public safety and health care, and that’s where the money goes.  
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At Issue
November 3 & 9, 2013
Guests: Christine Radogno/ Senate Republican Leader
15 minutes of 30 minute program

Radogno started off the program talking about the pension problem in Illinois. She said it must 
be solved, but it is a very complicated issue.  She said right now the leaders are looking at 
submitted proposals.  She said it is important to be right the first time, because they do not want 
to work on this same problem a few years later.  Radogno said Governor Pat Quinn has not been 
engaged in the discussions on what the pension bill may or may not include.  Radogno said 
legislators want to protect long term employees in the state who were not “high wage earners.”  
With Archer Daniels Midland seeking a tax break to keep its headquarters in Illinois, Radogno 
said while it may not seem fair for them to get a tax break, it might be necessary to keep them 
from leaving the state. Radogno also said recently she has not heard a lot of discussion lately on 
casino expansion in Illinois. Radogno said a land based casino in Chicago would make a lot of 
sense.   

Public Affairs Program
November 16th & December 21, 2013
Guests: Kate Maehr, Executive Director and CEO of the Greater Chicago Food 
Depository
30 minutes of 30 minute program

Topic:  Hunger in Chicago
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At Issue
December 1 & 7, 2013
Guests:  Patrick Brosnan/ Exec. Dir. Brighton Park Neighborhood Council    

                    Janette Castellanoss-Butt/ Sr. Dir. of Com. Invest. United Way Metro 
    Dr. Daniel Rose/ Chairman and CEO, Pulmonary Fibrosis Foundation  
30 minutes of 30 minute program

Castellanoss-Butt talked about the mission of United Way Metropolitan Chicago, which 
is to work with organizations in the area to help mobilize resources where they are most needed.  
They also help agencies connect to each other in order to help one another.   Brosnan explained 
that the Brighton Park Neighborhood Council is around to create a safe community with a strong 
infrastructure, improve neighborhood schools, provide a voice for our youth and stabilize the 
local business and housing structure.  Dr. Rose talked about the Pulmonary Fibrosis Foundation 
and why he is involved in the foundation.  Dr. Rose said pulmonary fibrosis is a common disease 
where lung tissue is replaced by scar tissue.  On how his organization receives money, Dr. Rose 
said disease specific organizations sometimes rely on built-in communities of patients, families 
and friends to donate.  Castellanoss-Butt said at United Way, they have seen a need to diversify 
their fundraising strategy.  She said while they continue get generous donations from 
corporations, the fundraising landscape has become more competitive.  Dr. Rose said they have a 
very “robust” medical board targets dollars to the biggest problem areas.  Brosnan said his group 
is developing a new set of partnerships and coalitions to help define a new series of programs 
around education, income and health.  Castellanoss-Butt said it usually takes  more than one 
organization to fix a problem, and that United Way works to help organizations, communities 
and individuals work together.

  

At Issue
December 29, 2013
Guests:   Deb Clapp/ Executive Director at League of Chicago Theatres
      Criss Henderson/ Executive Director at Chicago Shakespeare Theater  
30 minutes of 30 minute program

Clapp began the program praising theater in Chicago, calling it wonderful and diverse.  
She said there are more than 200 theatres in the city, but they don’t exist in all areas.  Clapp said 
she would like to see more theatres on the south side.  Henderson said they are always looking 
for new ways to interact with different audiences and at Chicago Shakespeare they present 
family theater programs, international theater and work with teachers to bring Shakespeare to the 
classroom.  Clapp said it is important to have the biggest shows like ‘Wicked’ come to Chicago 
because residents want to see them. Henderson said Chicago audiences are some of the most 
adventurous in the world, so there is an excitement created when a show comes to Chicago first.  
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Clapp said many actors, producers and directors like coming to Chicago because of the audience.  
Henderson said if a play fails in Chicago you can go to a different city, but in certain cities that’s 
not the case, and once a show fails, it fails.  Clapp said Mayor Emmanuel has been very 
supportive of the theater in Chicago. Henderson also said the theater creates jobs in the city. 

III. CRIME AND VIOLENCE

At Issue
October 13, 2013
Guests: Jim Durkin/ Republican Leader of the Illinois State House
9 minutes of 30 minute program

Durkin said because of his experience working in a courtroom in Chicago his perspective 
on violence might be different than his colleagues.  Durkin said we have a correctional system 
that has issues due to overcrowding.  But he also said firearm offenses need stiffer penalties as 
“non-probational” offenses.  Yet Durkin admitted that adding guns laws might not lower the 
amount of gun crime.    

Public Affairs Program
October 19, 2013
Guests: Kim Gandy, President and CEO of National Network to End Domestic Violence

And Patricia Lara Garaz, Director of Strategic Philanthropy for the Allstate 
Foundation.

30 minutes of 30 minute program

Topic:  Discussed domestic violence and what listeners can do to save lives.

At Issue
October 27 & November 2, 2013
Guests: Toni Preckwrinkle/ Cook County Board President  
12 minutes of 30 minute program   

Preckwrinkle said it takes longer in 2013 than it did in 2007 to deal with cases in Cook 
County and that that means costs have risen.  Preckwrinkle said people on average spend more 
time in jail, and that most of those people are not serving a sentence but are awaiting trial.  
Preckwrinkle said 70-percent of people who are awaiting a trial are there for non-violent crimes, 
and solutions must be found to relieve overcrowding.



Issues and Programs Report 4th Quarter, 2013

93XRT Chicago’s Finest Rock Page 11

At Issue
November 3 & 9, 2013
Guests: Christine Radogno/ Senate Republican Leader
10 minutes of 30 minute program

Radogno discussed the issue of guns and said Mayor Emanuel’s proposal for a three year 
mandatory sentence for most gun crimes will be an uphill climb.  Radogno said we need to target 
specific crime areas, and not just “cast a wide net.”  She said we need an effective way to reduce 
crime.  Radogno also said it is important to make sure people do not get long term sentences for 
making minor mistakes. Radogno said not all criminals can be incarcerated because of 
overcrowding, so legislators are looking at alternative ways to decrease crime.    

At Issue
November 24 & 30, 2013

Guests: Esther Franco-Payne/ Program Director Metropolis Strategies
                         Paula Wolff/ Senior Executive Metropolis Strategies  

30 minutes of 30 minute program

 Metropolis Strategies is a business and civic group that studies and then works to help 
solve issues such as crime.  Wolff said the criminal justice system was designed to take violent 
people off the streets and make public streets safe.  Wolff said that is not the way the criminal 
justice system is currently functioning.  She said that’s probably because there’s a lack of 
understanding among departments about the function each serves interacting with the others.  For 
example, how well does the judge work with the Sheriff’s Department, etc.  Wolff said there’s a 
failure to address the underlying problems on crime.  Payne said incarceration has a big impact 
on our society and many people who go into the system have mental issues and drug problems.  
Payne said it is much cheaper to use treatment programs for juveniles rather than send them to 
prison.  Wolff said there currently is not a “good instrument” to figure out who really belongs 
behind bars and who doesn’t.  Payne said people who go to prison without any effective 
rehabilitation efforts come out better criminals than when they went in.  Wolff said there are 
treatment programs that have been successful, like the “Redeploy Program.”  Wolff said it will 
be interesting to see what happens to jail overcrowding now that possession of marijuana has 
been downgraded to ticketing instead of jail time.  Juvenile crime was another major topic 
covered.  Payne said they’re working to create an effective process to discover what type of 
treatment young criminals might need, rather than locking them up.  Wolff said there is research 
in progress to judge the impact of trauma and its effect on brain development.  Payne said society 
has criminalized an increasing number of behaviors, which in turn puts more people through the 
criminal justice system.    
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IV.      TRANSPORTATION

At Issue
December 8 & 14, 2013
Guests:   Dan Coats/ Indiana Senator

   Jack Darin/ Executive of Sierra Club of Illinois.
      Dave Fagan/ Financial Secretary of Local 150
      Mark Kirk/ Illinois Senator 

   Donald Moran/ Will County Board Member
   Michael Sturino/ President Il. Road and Trans. Builders Association

30 minutes of 30 minute program

The topic this week was the debate over the Illiana Expressway, a proposed tollway from 
Illinois to Indiana.  Kirk explained specifically where they want to build the Illiana Expressway.  
Coats said it was Kirk’s idea to team up to make sure the expressway gets built.  Coats said 
without this new expressway, businesses looking to expand will likely leave the area.  He said 
currently, businesses cannot move their people and goods efficiently.  Moran said the ability to 
move trucks in that area is increasingly difficult, and the Illiana Expressway would help solve the 
problem.  Strurino called the project significant because it is the first major step toward a 
public/private partnership. Strurino said his group is very pleased there would be major 
investments in the roadway. Fagan said the project would create about 2,000 construction jobs 
and provide a benefit to the business community.  The primary benefit, he said, would be 
efficiency for transporting goods.  Kirk said the best way to finance the roadway is with a 
public/private partnership.  Darin is against the building the Illiana.  He said money is limited 
and should be spent on more important things, like working on existing roads.  Darin said that 
investors are not going to money into the road unless the state invests in it, and the way to do that 
is increase tolls.  Darin also said an important source of water for Kankakee is on a site the 
expressway would affect.  Darin said his group wants to protect the Kankakee River and building 
the Illiana Expressway will cause pollution.
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At Issue
December 22 & 28, 2013
Guests:  Donald Orseno/ Metra’s Interim Executive Director 
30 minutes of 30 minute program

Oreseno addressed an issue that upsets many riders:  too many equipment problems on 
the Metra commuter train lines.  Orseno said during winter months the switches on the railways 
are very sensitive.  He said in freezing weather switches can fail, leaving the entire system at risk 
of coming to a halt.  Orseno said when you mix the   traffic of 40 freight trains with bad weather, 
major backups can ensue.  Orseno also said equipment is maintained to a Metra standard, and a 
good part of the summer is spent making sure pipes are maintained so they do not rust.  Orseno 
said they are constantly looking at everything to make sure they have the budget to upkeep their 
equipment. Orseno said the top budget priority right now is the ‘Englewood Fly Over Project,’ a 
rail bridge that would carry the Metra Rock Island tracks over a set of tracks used by Amtrak and 
freight trains at 63rd and State.  They’re also working on the high speed rails and building 
bridges for the North Line.  The Ventra fare care system used by the Chicago Transit Authority 
will be moving to Metra, and Orseno talked about how and why this is good thing.  Orseno said 
right now there are a lot of challenges with the Ventra card, but in the end it will be easier for 
riders to go from one transportation system to another.  Oreseno also said they are looking into 
mobile ticketing, allowing for smartphone payment rather than relying on conductors to ask for 
payment.  Orseno added that customers can look forward to riding in new and improved cars.   
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V.   FAMILY ISSUES

Public Affairs Program
October 19, 2013
Guests: Kim Gandy, President and CEO of National Network to End Domestic Violence

And Patricia Lara Garaz, Director of Strategic Philanthropy for the Allstate 
Foundation.

30 minutes of 30 minute program

Topic:  Discussed domestic violence and what listeners can do to save lives.

At Issue
November 3 & 9, 2013
Guests: Christine Radogno/ Senate Republican Leader
5 minutes of 30 minute program

On same-sex marriage, Radogno said it looks like the state will move towards allowing 
same-sex marriage.  Radogno said she would not be surprised if it got called for a vote and same-
sex marriage passed.  Radogno said she previously voted against the bill   in the Senate because 
her district is conservative and she represents them. 

Public Affairs Program
November 16th & December 21, 2013
Guests: Kate Maehr, Executive Director and CEO of the Greater Chicago Food 
Depository
30 minutes of 30 minute program

Topic:  Hunger in Chicago
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At Issue
December 15, 2013

Guests: Denise Gonzales/Director of DCFS
30 minutes of 30 minute program

Gonzales began the program explaining why child deaths from neglect and abuse are so 
high in Illinois.  She called the problem complex, without a single answer, but that there has been 
an increase in child neglect.  Gonzales said such neglect leads to infant suffocation.  Gonzales 
said children need to be on the “ABC (alone, on their back and in a crib) System” in order to stay 
safe.  In 2010 the Department of Children and Family Services received a recommendation from 
the Child Death Review Team, to take a look at sleep suffocation.  Gonzales said more needs to 
be done to educate families about such suffocation.  Gonzales also being a child investigator is 
one of the most difficult jobs anywhere, and these investigators don’t get enough credit.  
Gonzales said DCFS  never wants to take a child away from a family unless necessary.  Gonzales 
said on average, a child tells seven adults about being abused before any action is taken.  
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VI. HEALTH CARE 

At Issue
October 27 & November 2, 2013

Guests: Toni Preckwrinkle/ Cook County Board President  
3 minutes of 30 minute program 

Preckwrinkle said the ‘Affordable Health Care Act’ has a number of different 
components, like the expansion of Medicaid.  Preckwrinkle also said that while Rod Blagojevich 
was governor, health care insurance for Illinois children was expanded.   

Public Affairs Program
November 16th & December 21, 2013
Guests: Kate Maehr, Executive Director and CEO of the Greater Chicago Food 
Depository
30 minutes of 30 minute program

Topic:  Hunger in Chicago

At Issue
November 17 & 23, 2013
Guests:  Naomi Lopez-Bauman/ Dir. of Health Policy, Illinois Policy Institute

     Dr. Ramanathan Raju/ CEO, Cook County Health and Hospitals System
30 minutes of 30 minute program 

Raju began the program by saying the ‘Affordable Health Care Act’ is a long term 
solution to a major problem:   a lack of affordable health care for Americans.  He said there will 
be some “hiccups” in the beginning but once those are worked out, the law will be seen as a 
positive.  Bauman said putting the plan into effect all at once was a problem. He said regulations 
for the plan are written so narrowly that most people are not even eligible for the different 
insurance plans.  Bauman said nationally 5-million people lost their plans because the regulations 
don’t allow enough people to be grandfathered into their existing plans.  Raju said state and local 
governments need to stop politicizing the ‘Affordable Health Care Act,’ saying that no plan is 
going to be 100-percent perfect.  He said it is sad that people are poking holes in it before 
problems can be fixed.  Raju said local governments need to educate people about the 
‘Affordable Health Care Act’ instead of scaring them.  Bauman said the ‘Affordable Health Care 
Act’ fails to address health care cost, but also said the current health system has lots of problems 
as well, and some issues back decades.  Bauman said what might work better is providing a 
universal tax credit for the purchase of health insurance.  Raju said the United States does not 
have “health care” but “sick care.”  He said the lack of affordability of healthcare under the 
current system stems from many companies trying to make a lot of money off sick people.
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VII.  VOTER INFORMATION

At Issue
October 20 & 26, 2013

Guests: Dan Rutherford/ GOP Candidate for governor and IL. State Treasurer  
30 minutes of 30 minute program

Illinois State Treasurer Dan Rutherford wants to be the next Republican governor of 
Illinois, and he sat down with Craig Dellimore to tell listeners why he should run the state.  On 
the government shut down, Rutherford said his biggest concern was Illinois’ investment 
portfolio, which is the source of funds to pay the state’s bills.  On Governor Quinn, Rutherford 
said under his administration Illinois has had a high unemployment rate and low bond rating.  
Rutherford said if he becomes governor he will appoint his lieutenant governor the chairman of 
the ‘Governor’s Office of Job Creation and Retention.’  Rutherford said he would be the “chief 
marketing officer,” going “toe-to-toe” with other governors who come to Illinois trying to lure 
the state’s businesses away.  On taxes, Rutherford said lower taxes are always better but you 
have to look at the complete package.  He said the biggest problem with Illinois’ temporary 
income tax hike:  when the General Assembly voted to raise income taxes, they failed to fix the 
problem.  On term limits, Rutherford said he understands why people want them, but he only 
supports term limits for the leaders of the assembly like the Speaker of the House.  On his rivals, 
Rutherford said some candidates must spend more money than him because they do not have his 
name recognition.  Rutherford said it is not easy to win any race as a Republican in Illinois but 
he has done that.  On same-sex marriage, Rutherford said he supports civil unions but not gay 
marriage because of religious concerns.  And Rutherford said gun crime has nothing to do with 
gun ownership.  He said once people get back to work, crime rates will drop.    

VIII.  NEIGHBORHOOD AND SUBURBAN DEVELOPEMENT

Public Affairs Program
November 16th & December 21, 2013
Guests: Kate Maehr, Executive Director and CEO of the Greater Chicago Food 
Depository
30 minutes of 30 minute program

Topic:  Hunger in Chicago
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