
                      WGTD Community Issues File

WGTD news stories air a minimum of two times in our newscasts that air between 6am and 
8:10am, Monday through Friday. Each news story then airs again in our 25-minute WGTD 
Midday newscast @ Noon. (Key: N=News) (Key: WPR = Wisconsin Public Radio) (Key: NPR 
= National Public Radio) (Key: MMR= Marketplace Morning Report)

WGTD’s “Morning Show” airs Monday through Friday from 8:10-9am. (Key: MS)

Education Matters, Community Matters and Generation NOW are locally-produced shows, 45 
minutes in length, that air every Saturday morning. (Key: EM or CM or GN)

WGTD Community Issues: 3rd Quarter, July-August-September 2020

Civil Rights/Police Brutality: The George Floyd Murder Aftermath:

06/29:   Since the Black Lives Matter marched began in late May---attention has been turned to 
Wauwatosa Police Officer Joseph Mensah. During his short, 5 years on the police force, he has 
fatally shot 3 men of color.  (3:40) (N/WPR)

06/29: After President Trump tweeted and deleted a video of an apparent supporter shouting 
"white power," NPR's Noel King asks conservative columnist Jonah Goldberg if that incident is 
part of a political strategy. (5:10) (N/NPR)

07/06: The City of Racine begins some soul-searching today when a task force on possible police 
reforms convenes its first session this afternoon. It’ll be streamed on Mayor Cory Mason’s 
Facebook page beginning at 1. Then at five tonight, the first in a series of public hearings will be 
held. Residents can sign up for the Zoom sessions through a link on our website. Mason formed 
the task force in the wake of George Floyd’s death and new nationwide looks at the issues of 
police brutality and racism. (2:30) (N)

07/07: The ex-Atlanta officer charged with killing Rayshard Brooks, fired at another man in 
2015. It took five years for that case to be resolved -- highlighting an often slow-moving justice 
system. (4:34() (N/NPR)

 



07/07: A series of virtual public hearings began in Racine last night as part of an initiative by 
Mayor Cory Mason to study possible police reforms. About 80 participants broke into small 
group meetings on Zoom to make suggestions.  (2:00) (N) 

07/09: It’s been more than a moth since George Floyd died while in police custody---sparking 
nationwide Black Lives matter protests. Thousands of people have protested across Wisconsin. 
WPR’s Megan Hart reports that some Wisconsinites are showing support for the BLM 
movement---with their wallets (3:45) (N/WPR)

07/09: New transcripts from bodycam footage shows George Floyd telling officers that he cannot 
breathe and they are killing him numerous times before he died. Floyd's death ignited nationwide 
protests. (4:30) (N/NPR)

07/10: As racial justice reckoning occurs across the country, a number of professional sports 
teams are feeling pressure to change their names that are viewed by some as deeply offensive. 
(4:00) (N/NPR)

07/15: President Trump has once again inflamed racial tensions talking about police violence. He 
believes he's appealing to his base, but the divisive rhetoric may not help him come November. 
(5:00) (N/NPR)

07/15: Racine police officers are expected to receive what’s known as ‘bias’ training this fall. A 
city council committee this week recommended approval of a $56,000 training contract. Chief 
Art Howell says the curriculum is a bit different than what other companies offer. For one thing, 
officers will be expected to learn how the on-the-job traumatic experiences that they’ve 
encountered affect, over time, their decision-making. (:90) (N)

07/29: A group of Wisconsin Democrats is asking a federal prosecutor to clarify the role that 
federal agents will play in Milwaukee in coming weeks. (:60) (N)

08/05: Fighting racial injustice on the streets of Kenosha and on the floor of the Kenosha County 
Board. Supervisor Laura Belsky’s resolution declaring racism to be a public health crisis passed 
18-1 last night. It commits county government to examining its own policies and procedures, and 
supporting efforts at the state and federal level that advance social justice. At the very moment 
that county board supervisors were debating the resolution and several amendments, a 
community activist from Milwaukee was leading a group of demonstrators through Kenosha. 
Frank Nitty and his supporters were in the first day of a planned march to Washington D.C. 
(1:30) (N)

08/07: For months now---local protestors have been calling for more community control over 
police. In Milwaukee---the police department says it has been working for years to improve its 
relationship with the community. But---in communities of color---residents say they don’t 
always trust the cops. (3:56) (N/WPR)



08/10: Tensions flared in Portland, Oregon, over the weekend after a fire inside police union 
offices led authorities to declare a riot. Federal officers who were deployed to Portland, Oregon, 
by President Trump are largely out of sight now. Over the weekend, protesters turned their 
attention back to the local police force. (3:30) (N/NPR)

08/26: In Wisconsin, the Kenosha County sheriff says that three protesters were shot Tuesday 
night, and that two people died. Sunday's shooting of a Black man became a flashpoint for police 
brutality. (3:45) (N/NPR)

08/26: Two dead and one wounded in shootings related to the on-going riots in Kenosha. (2 
separate stories) (3:00) (N)

09/08: Kenosha Mayor John Antaramian plans to release a framework for dealing with a variety 
of race-related inequity issues in the city in the next few days. Speaking on WGTD’s Community 
Matters program over the weekend, Antaramian said the planning process actually began 
following demonstrations in town over George Floyd’s death. (2:00) (N)

09/10: Governor Tony Evers says he has “no regrets” about how the state responded to protests 
that broke out in Kenosha following the police shooting of Jacob Blake. Blake is Black. He was 
shot seven times by a white Kenosha police officer. That sparked three nights of protests and 
riots that culminated with the shootings of three demonstrators by an armed civilian. (:45) (N)

09/15: A determined-sounding Kenosha Mayor John Antaramian pledged yesterday to fix the 
problems that contributed to the recent riots that followed the police shooting of Jacob Blake. 
Speaking to reporters in the Civil War Museum, Antaramian announced a series of listening 
sessions. The first one will be held Sunday afternoon at Journey Church. Details are on the city's 
website.  Antaramian say change needs to come in areas of police and community relations, 
criminal justice, employment and education. He invited residents to hold him responsible to 
make sure things happen. (2 separate stories) (3:30) (N)

09/22: A former Madison police chief with a national reputation for work on issues relating to 
use of force and systemic racism in the criminal justice system has been hired to serve as a 
consultant in the police shooting of Jacob Blake. State Attorney General Josh Kaul, Kenosha 
County District Attorney Michael Graveley and the consultant, Noble Wray, made the 
announcement at a news conference held last night outside of the county's detention center near 
the airport.  Wray will review the evidence presented to him by the Division of Criminal 
Investigations then provide Graveley with an analysis. Graveley has the task of deciding whether 
charges should be filed in the case which left Blake paralyzed from the waist down. No timetable 
was given. (2 separate stories) (4:00) (N)



09/22: In the wake of the Jacob Blake protests and subsequent violence, Kenosha Mayor John 
Antaramian has been advocating for change beginning with a process that involves listening. At 
the end of last night’s city council meeting, Ald. Anthony Kennedy, one of two African-
Americans on the council, made the point that in some respects change has already arrived in 
Kenosha. (:60) (N)

09/23: A civil rights lawsuit has been filed in federal court in response to armed militia members 
who confronted Black Lives Matter protestors in Kenosha on the night that two were killed and a 
third wounded.  The defendants include former Kenosha Ald. Kevin Mathewson, who organized 
a right-wing militia group called the Kenosha Guard, then through Facebook, invited armed 
individuals to come into the city.  Two of them--Kyle Rittenhouse, the Illinois teenager who 
allegedly fired the fatal shots, and another militia member, Ryan Balch, are also named as 
defendants, as is Facebook itself, for being too slow to pull Mathewson's pages. (:90) (N)

09/25: Close to 100 people listened to a round of over an hour's worth of speeches decrying 
racial injustice and promoting equality at a rally held last night in Kenosha. New this time: 
Observers wearing blue vests from the American Civil Liberties Union, and several African-
Americans openly displaying guns. (2:00) (N)



Public Health: The Spread of the Coronavirus

06/29:  NPR's Steve Inskeep talks to two former federal health officials, Dr. Scott Gottlieb and 
Andy Slavitt, about the spike in coronavirus cases around the country. (9:30) (N/NPR)

06/29: COVID-19 can't stop the July Fourth holiday. But how can you have fun and stay safe at 
the same time? Also, as new hot spots emerge, how best to assess the risk in your community. 
(9:00) (N/NPR)

07/06: UW-Madison is a clinical trial site for testing a drug that COULD treat a deadly 
complication of COVID-19. (:40) (N/WPR)

07/06: Restaurants are open again---here in Wisconsin---after being closed during the pandemic-
--except for carry-out service. However---Shamaine Mills reports that being ABLE to open does 
NOT mean ALL restaurants will open---or---that customers will return. (3:45) (N/WPR)

07/06: State leaders respond to the President's comments that 99% of COVID-19 cases are 
harmless; increased called for national mask policy, and a debated over whether the virus can 
linger in the air and infect people. (11:15) (N/NPR)

07/06: Wisconsin health officials have reported 522 more confirmed cases of the coronavirus, 
but no new deaths from COVID-19. The Wisconsin Department of Health Services reports the 
state has seen an uptick of cases from people in their 20s, with the age group accounting for 
nearly a quarter of cases statewide. The number of cases confirmed over the last two weeks has 
been on the rise. The state saw its highest number of daily reported cases on Independence Day.  
Since Friday, 45 new cases have been reported in Kenosha County; 23 in Racine County and 39 
in Walworth County. No new deaths have been reported. (:45) (N)

07/06: When it comes to making personal decisions on whether to avoid groups, wear a mask or 
engage in social distancing to help minimize the spread of the coronavirus, individuals should 
consider the impact of their decisions on the community as a whole. So say two pastors and a 
philosophy professor who spoke recently on WGTD’s Community Matters program. (2:45) (N)

07/07: The National Guard is returning to Racine next week to offer more coronavirus testing. 
The site will be located once again at Festival Hall. It’ll be open Monday through Thursday from 
11 to 7. No appointment is necessary, and testing is for anyone who lives or works in Wisconsin. 
There’s still high demand for tests. Nearly 14-hundred people were tested during a two-day 
clinic last week in Burlington. (:30) (N)



07/07: A Wisconsin clinic will start conducting tests for the CDC as that Federal agency 
performs multiple studies on COVID-19 this year. (:45) (N/WPR)

07/09: As is Wisconsin as a whole---Lake County, Illinois is reporting an increase in coronavirus 
cases among young adults---even though the number of new cases in the general population has 
remained static. (:30) (N)

07/09: About half of Walworth County's COVID-19 cases have come in the last six weeks. The 
Walworth County Health Department is attributing the higher daily counts to increased testing. 
(:45) (N)

07/09: The Racine School Board will host a listening session next week for parents who want to 
give their two cents worth on what the fall semester should look like. The session will be held on 
Zoom Monday night at 6. (:30) (N)

07/10: Wisconsin again broke its record for new COVID-19 cases yesterday, with 754 people 
testing positive for the virus as the state's outbreak worsens. The latest data also showed a slight 
increase in the number of tests performed and an uptick in the percentage of positive tests. With 
the 754 new cases of the virus, the state's average for the past seven days rose to 596 daily cases. 
That's the highest seven-day average the state has recorded since the pandemic began. Kenosha 
County documented 38 new cases yesterday. Division of Health Director Jen Freiheit tells 
WGTD News that almost a-quarter of the county’s cases stem from social gatherings. Over half 
of the new cases since June 15th are in the 18 to 40 age group. Racine County reported 22 new 
cases; Walworth County 10. No new deaths were reported.  (:90) (N)

07/10: Students attending UW System campuses this fall will be required to wear face masks 
while indoors. (:40) (N/WPR)

07/10:  A new online tool will speed the process of testing at National Guard-run sites. The tool, 
called "COVID Connect," will allow people to register for their tests and submit information 
about their symptoms using a smartphone. The tool will mean less contact with those working at 
the testing site, as paper forms and pens will no longer be passed in and out of cars in most cases. 
Those who do not have a smartphone are not required to use the tool. (:45) (N)

07/10: A tiny subset of children exposed to the coronavirus have later developed a strange new 
inflammatory syndrome. Most fully recover, yet doctors still want to track them for long-term 
health problems. (4:47) (N/NPR)

07/14: Three quarters of Wisconsin’s employers say COVID-19---and---the state’s now-defunct 
Safer-At-Home order had a negative effect on their business. WPR’s Rachel Vaz-kez reports on 
a new survey from Wisconsin Manufacturers and Commerce. (:60) (N/WPR)



07/14: The Milwaukee Common Council unanimously approved a mandatory mask 
ordinance Monday. It is set to go into effect starting Thursday, pending final approval from the 
mayor. (:60) (N/WPR)

07/14: NPR's Steve Inskeep speaks to Adm. Brett Giroir, who manages the U.S. coronavirus 
testing response and is assistant secretary of health in the Department of Health and Human 
Services. (8:00) (N/NPR)

07/14: Local health officials are sounding the alarm over the recent uptick in coronavirus cases. 
(2:00) (N)

07/14: Students will more than likely be required to wear masks whenever in-person instruction 
resumes in Racine Unified. The question came up at a Zoom question and answer session for 
parents last night, even though the district is not expected to spell out in detail its plans for the 
fall semester until either later this week or early next week. (2 separate stories) (3:00) (N)

07/15: The shortage of testing has become clear as COVID-19 cases keep rising again. In 
response, the Trump administration is now promising to perform 100 million tests by September. 
But Is that realistic?  (6:00) (N/NPR)

07/15: Wisconsin has broken a record for confirmed new COVID-19 cases for the fourth day out 
of six.  Gov. Tony Evers and state health leaders yesterday implored people to wear masks and 
take precautions to slow the spread of the coronavirus. (:45) (N)

07/15: If Racine Unified has to fall back to remote learning this fall, administrators are promising 
that the format will have fewer technical headaches and a greater degree of substance than what 
was the case this past spring. Janell Decker told hundreds of parents in a Zoom meeting this 
week that the district will be better prepared. (:90) (N)

07/20: On-going research to personalize medical treatments---and---health disparities---is now 
focused on COVID-19---which is disproportionately affecting Blacks and Hispanics. (:60) 
(N/WPR)

07/21:  The COVID-2119 pandemic continues to dampen home sales---here in Wisconsin. (:60) 
(N/WPR)

07/21: The Racine City Council is expected to vote tonight on a proposal by the mayor to require 
the wearing of face coverings in any indoor space that's open to the public. Masks would also be 
required while in any outdoor public space, if the wearer can't maintain a 6-ft. distance from 
individuals who are not members of the person's family or household. (2:00) (N)

07/21: Vaccines being developed in China and Britain are showing promise according to the 
latest report from those labs. The vaccines stimulate an immune response and seem to have mild 
side effects. (4:00) (N/NPR)

https://www.wpr.org/sites/default/files/milwaukeemask_ordinance.pdf
https://www.wpr.org/sites/default/files/milwaukeemask_ordinance.pdf


07/22: Returning to the White House briefing room, President Trump took a more serious tone in 
talking about the coronavirus pandemic. He urged people to wear masks and practice social 
distancing. (3:40) (N/NPR)

07/22: Beginning next Monday, anyone in a public place in Racine will be required to wear a 
mask. By a slim one-vote margin, the Racine City Council last night passed a mandatory mask 
ordinance. There are a number of exceptions: Diners and drinkers in restaurants and bars, for 
instance. Also, anyone maintaining at least a six-foot distance from another while outdoors won’t 
need a face covering, either. There’s another exception for members of the same household being 
together without having to wear a mask. (2 separate stories) (4:00) (N)

07/22: For the first time ever, the daily number of new coronavirus cases in Wisconsin exceeded 
one-thousand. Just over eleven-hundred new cases were confirmed yesterday, and there were 13 
new deaths. In a call with reporters, division of public health administrator Stephanie Smiley said 
the spike in cases is not a good sign. (:60) (N)

07/23: As the pandemic drags on, researchers are increasingly doubtful that so-called "herd 
immunity" can be reached without a vaccine. Many now believe COVID-19 may be around 
forever.  (3:47) (N/NPR)

07/23: Democrats passed their version of the next round of coronavirus relief more than two 
months ago but Republicans have had a hard time reaching an agreement.  (4:15) (N/NPR)

07/23: Racine Unified has advised parents that it’s been working on developing three potential 
instructional models for the fall semester. :90) (N)

07/23: UW-Parkside is still trying to figure out the fall semester. Speaking on WGTD’s Morning 
Show yesterday, Chancellor Debbie Ford said a combination of in-person and virtual classes will 
be offered. But the school also wants to adhere to social distancing requirements (2:00) (N)

07/23: The City of Racine has become a proving ground for a new COVID-19 diagnostic test 
that's being developed by the mayor's brother. Dr. Christopher Mason, an associate professor of 
physiology and biophysics at Cornell University Medical College in New York, is seeking 
approval from the Food and Drug Administration to market a saliva-based test that produces 
results on the spot 30-40 minutes after it's administered. In addition to being quicker, the test is 
less intrusive than the standard nasal swab. (:90) (N)

07/24:  President Trump announced yesterday that he was cancelling the Republican National 
Convention events in Jacksonville due to COVID-19. (6:00) (N/NPR)

07/24: For the second time this week, the number of new coronavirus cases in Wisconsin 
exceeded one-thousand. 1,052 cases were reported yesterday along with 13 deaths. Kenosha 
County reported 42 new cases; Racine County, 55 and Walworth County 10. (:30) (N)



07/28: After lengthy negotiations, Senate Republicans have rolled out their plan for the next wave of 
coronavirus aid. (4:30) (N/NPR)

07/28: Teams from the Wisconsin National Guard will continue COVID-19 testing operations 
across Wisconsin this week.  They are supporting local health departments and the Wisconsin 
Department of Health Services effort to increase the state’s testing capacity.  In Racine County---
one team will operate a testing site Wednesday through Friday this week---at Case High School--
-and---one team will test---Friday only---at the Racine Correctional Institution. 
 In Walworth County---one team will operate a testing site today and tomorrow at the Lake 
Geneva Community Center. (:60) (N)

07/29: After 4 months in limbo---hundreds of laid-off Wisconsin workers with disabilities are 
NOW eligible for Federally-funded unemployment money. (:60) (N/WPR)

07/29: NPR's David Greene talks with Dr. Krutika Kuppalli about the campaign led by doctors 
and health researchers to shut down the country again, in order to get the COVID-19 pandemic 
under control.  (4:45) (N/NPR)

08/04: Waukesha County is one of the latest Wisconsin suburbs to be hit hard with COVID-19 
cases. As the County's numbers keep rising---the County Executive and the Sheriff disagree with 
the governor’s mask mandate. (3:30)

08/04: Jury trials will resume in Kenosha County at the end of the month following a several-
month-long break because of the pandemic. The formal announcement was made yesterday by 
Chief Judge Jason Rossell and Clerk of Courts Rebecca Matoska-Mentink. (:90) (N)

08/04: Two National Guard-run COVID-19 testing sites will be in operation today and tomorrow 
in the Kenosha/Racine area. A two-day testing station opens today at Festival Hall in Racine. 
It’ll close tomorrow afternoon. The total number of tests to be administered will be capped at a-
thousand. Guard members today and tomorrow are also at Brass Community School in Kenosha. 
The tests are free and no appointment is required. Symptoms need not be present. (:60) (N)

08/04: As the number of COVID-19 cases continue to rise, a new NPR-Ipsos poll gauges 
American sentiment about the U.S. response, and about a range of measures meant to stop the 
spread. (5:00) (N/NPR)

08/05: When UW-System campuses ---across the state---re-open later this month---there will be 
masks---social distancing---and---smart phone apps aimed at limiting more COVID-19 
outbreaks. WPR’s Rich Kremer reports that all these measures working depends on what 
students and employees do---OFF campus. (3:49) (N/WPR)

08/05: NPR's Rachel Martin speaks to the NFL's Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Allen Sills, about 
how the league intends to complete the 2020 season amid the Covid-19 pandemic. (5:20) 
(N/NPR)



08/06: In another blow to an event that once promised to put Milwaukee in the national spotlight-
--Joe Biden has canceled plans to accept the Democratic nomination for president in person at 
the party's national convention---due to concerns about the coronavirus. (:600 (N/WPR)

08/06: So where are people catching COVID-19? Racine Public Health Administrator Dottie 
Kay Bowersox tackled that question at last night’s Racine City Council meeting. (2 separate 
stories) (2:00) (N)

08/06: New reports of COVID-19 cases are holding steady, averaging between 800 and 900 
cases per day in Wisconsin, based on the latest data published by the state’s Department of 
Health Services. The state also hit a milestone for the pandemic, with now over a million people 
having been tested for the virus. Kenosha County reported 44 new cases; Racine County, 32 and 
Walworth County 26. (:90) (N)

08/07: Food banks---here in Wisconsin---have seen some of the same issues as other industries 
because of COVID-19. Their supply chains were thrown into chaos early on in the pandemic---
and---everything had to be reworked around social distancing guidelines. (:60) (N/WPR)

08/08: Congress is stalled in the latest round of stimulus talks, as they try to negotiate another 
round of pandemic relief payments. (5:45) (N/NPR)

08/10: As the U.S. hits more than 5 million confirmed cases of coronavirus, one issue with 
controlling the spread is the lack of fast testing. Some universities are using new, faster tests as 
students return to campus - and experts say the entire country could benefit from such tests.
(5:30) (N/NPR)

08/10: COVID-19 can leave its imprint on patients long after recovery. They report lingering 
symptoms like fatigue, insomnia, joint pains, and labored breath. (11:28) (N/NPR)

08/11: A new report from the American Academy of Pediatrics and the Children's Hospital 
Association says at least 97,000 kids tested positive for COVID-19 in the last two weeks of July. 
(4:17) (N/NPR)

08/12: The Big Ten and Pac-12 are the first major college football conferences to cancel the fall 
season due to the ongoing coronavirus pandemic. NPR speaks with Rutgers University president 
Jonathan Holloway about the decision.  (6:00) (N/NPR)

08/12: A Kenosha physician and infectious disease expert went before the Kenosha County 
Board of Health yesterday to say that the county could be doing more to contain COVID-19. Dr. 
Steven Schwimmer said the county board needs to provide more funds for contact tracing, 
implement new ‘Safer at Home’ types of restrictions and take a tougher stance on enforcement. 
(2 separate stories) (3:00) (N)



08/12: A new Marquette University Law School polls shows a wide majority of Wisconsin 
residents support requiring masks to be worn in all public places as concerns about the 
coronavirus rises. (:60) (N)

08/12: Already---1,000 people---here in Wisconsin---have died from COVID-19. WPR is telling 
some of their stories. Rachel Vaz-kez reports on an elderly married couple who died within hours 
of each other from the virus… (3:41) (N/WPR)

08/17: Some schools are under pressure to reopen for in-person classes, even as health experts 
are warning against it. Idaho lawmakers want to exempt schools from any liability from COVID-
19. (4:16) (N/NPR)

08/17: About 80% of all Wisconsin child care providers HAVE re-opened---but---that MIGHT 
not be enough to meet the state’s needs. (:60) (N/WPR)

08/19: NPR's Noel King speaks with writer Jennifer Folsom, whose son tested positive for 
coronavirus, about how parents can prepare to send their kids out into the world for the first time 
amid a pandemic. (4:01) (N/NPR)

08/19: In a dramatic reversal, the Kenosha School Board rescinded a decision made last month 
and will offer in-person learning as an option to start the school year. The board had previously 
voted to start in an on-line only mode. Last night’s unanimous decision means that parents will 
receive an email this week asking them to pick an option. In order to give staff time to prepare, 
classes will be delayed two weeks and won't start until Sept. 14th. The board also decided to 
allow low-risk fall sports to begin next week with high-risk sports--such as volleyball and 
football--to begin practice Sept. 7th. Football games could start as early as Sept. 21st.  (2 
separate stories.) (3:00) N)

08/21: Of the nation's ten largest school districts, only New York City's schools plan to open. 
Now, the city is facing strike threats and mass confusion. (3:02) (N/NPR)

08/21: People spend MORE time outside during the summer---it’s relaxing and---it’s fresh air. 
During the pandemic---people are seeking more of both. However---they could also get 
something they DON’T want: disease. In a normal year---public health departments check to find 
out where and how many ticks and mosquitoes are infected with diseases that could spread to 
humans---but---the focus on COVID-19 has either slowed down OR stopped routine surveillance 
of these summertime pests. (3:30) (N/WPR)

08/24: An expected surge in absentee ballots for the November election has some cities 
considering adding more drop boxed for voters. But---low voter-use of those boxes AND the 
additional costs has some communities looking at other ways to expand pandemic voting (:60) 
(N/WPR)



08/26: While many colleges are online this semester, more than 20% of four-year schools are 
primarily in-person. More positive COVID-19 cases are emerging as students move back and 
socialize. (3:45) (N/NPR)

08/28: The primary goal of a COVID-19 vaccine is to keep people from getting very sick and 
dying. But preventing the spread of the disease is also important and vaccines delivered by nasal 
spray might be better at doing that. (3:11) (N/NPR)

08/31: WPR and Wisconsin Watch are documenting the lives of some Wisconsinites during this 
unprecedented time with a series titled: Outbreak Wisconsin. Many children around the state are 
returning to school this week---and---school districts have had to adapt to reduce the spread of 
COVID-19. This parent---Jessica Valera---had choices to make for her 10-year-old son---Nico. 
He could stay at home and learn virtually fulltime---or---he could learn---in person---twice each 
week. But to make her choice---Mom had to balance what is best for Nico---and---her own 
health risks. (3:30) (N/WPR)

08/31: Nearly six million people in the U.S. have tested positive for the coronavirus. Public 
health experts warn that the re-opening of schools and businesses could lead to a rise in cases. 
(7:00) (N/NPR)

09/02: Tens of thousands of students are starting classes today---amid the COVID-19 pandemic--
- on most UW campuses. Administrators have spent millions of taxpayer dollars---and---many 
months on plans to keep students and employees safe. But---WPR’s Rich Kremer reports that---
among students---there is a sense that in-person classes won’t last long. (4:00) (N/WPR)

09/04: Governor Tony Evers administration announced millions of dollars in CARES Act 
funding to help childcare and healthcare providers as well as arts and cultural organizations---
but---that money will soon dry up. (:60) (N/WPR)

09/04: Several COVID-19 vaccine candidates are currently under testing to see if they prevent 
the disease. What determines if a vaccine works and why does it take 30,000 volunteers to figure 
that out?  (5:00) (N/NPR)

09/08: Many summer camps were closed due to COVID-19 but some sleep away camps found 
ways to successfully operate. Some plan to offer COVID-free bubbles where students can live 
and attend classes remotely. (3:48) (N/NPR)

09/08: Non-compliance with Kenosha Unified’s requirement that students wear masks while in 
school won’t be tolerated, according to administration. The new school year begins on Monday. 
Sue Valeri, Chief of School Leadership, told the school board last week that a three-strikes-and-
you’re-out rule has been established (:90) (N)

09/09: The Green Bay Packers open their season this Sunday in Minnesota against the Vikings. 
Their first home game is Sunday the 20th against the Detroit Lions---and---there will be no fans 



in the stands at Lambeau---for that game. Home games typically generate about $15-million 
dollars for the Green Bay economy. WPR’s Megan Hart reports that the COVID-19 disruptions 
to sports events have already had an adverse impact on Wisconsin. (:60) (N/WPR)

09/10: A new book by Bob Woodward reveals that President Trump thought the threat posed by 
the coronavirus was much worse than what he revealed publicly. (7:15) (N/NPR)

09/11: Researchers and clinicians are worried about the correlation between coronavirus 
lockdowns and teen mental health and even suicide. (3:50) (N/NPR)

09/11: During the pandemic, many states made it easier for Americans to get alcohol, 
contributing to an explosion in consumption of hard liquor. Health experts say it's putting 
millions of people at risk of alcoholism or relapse. (4:16) (N/NPR)

09/14: The COVID-19 pandemic has caused supply chain issues across the food industry from 
restaurants to grocery stores---as well as meat packing plants. And---food producers---who rely 
on local farmers markets and other local sales outlets Are no different. WPR’s Hope Kirwin 
reports on how farmers have been affected by the pandemic---and---IF this year’s changes will 
have an effect on local food. (4:00) (N/WPR)

09/14: NPR's Mary Louise Kelly talks to Bob Woodward about his new book: Rage. Woodward 
documents that President Trump was aware of how lethal the coronavirus was, well before he let 
on in public. (5:30) (N/NPR)

09/14: New reports of COVID-19 cases hit the highest daily number on record in Wisconsin 
yesterday, with 1,582 new confirmed cases of the virus in the state, according to data published 
by the Wisconsin Department of Health Services. DHS reported 1,582 new cases of the virus on 
Sunday, bringing the average for the past seven days to 1,142 daily cases. One week ago, the 
average was 837 daily cases. (:90) (N)

09/15: Rachel Martin speaks with Dr. Margaret Harris of the World Health Organization's 
coronavirus response team about what's ahead in the fight against the pandemic. (7:00) (N/NPR)

09/16: Wisconsin unemployment recipients will NOT have to pay back a new $300 
unemployment supplement according to the state Department of Workforce Development. (:60) 
(N/WPR)

09/16: Six months into the COVID-19 pandemic, the U.S. still isn’t making enough N95 masks 
and other PPE to satisfy soaring demand. Smaller domestic manufacturers could help, but they’re 
wary of the risk. (6:00) (N/NPR)

09/17: Many of Wisconsin’s schools started the new school year virtually. Most teachers---as well as the 
American Academy of Pediatrics---have emphasized just how much better in-person classes are for kids--



-overall. So---the question is: what is lost when school isn’t at school anymore? WPR’s Madeline Fox 
reports on what students miss out on when they are disconnected from all the resources of a school 
building. (3:55) (N/WPR)

09/17: President Trump contradicted the head of the Centers for Disease Control on both 
vaccines and masks in a news event Wednesday night. (7:00) (N/NPR)

09/17: One Kenosha County school closed entirely yesterday while another sent 250 students 
home to quarantine because of possible COVID-19 exposure. Bristol Elementary announced last 
night that it'll be closed through Sept. 29 after two school employees and one student tested 
positive for the coronavirus. Meanwhile, the cases of two students at Indian Trail High School & 
Academy in Kenosha who tested positive for the coronavirus mean that some 250 classmates 
will have to switch to remote learning. Those students have also been told to quarantine for 14 
days from the date of their potential exposure. (2:00) (N)

09/17: Health officials say 42 players and staff with the UW Badgers football team have tested 
positive for COVID-19 as the Big Ten makes plans to get the season started. The 42 people 
tested positive since June when athletes and staff returned to campus.  Twenty-nine of the 42 
positive tests were from Sept. 1 through Sept. 15. (:60) (N)

09/22: The University of Wisconsin-Madison's chancellor is telling Dane County's top leader to 
stop wishing students would go away---and instead---start cracking down on large gatherings at 
bars as COVID-19 continues to spread unchecked. (:60) (N/WPR)

09/22: In a statement released last night, the Kenosha Education Association did not claim 
responsibility for organizing a surge in teacher absences that caused a halt to in-person teaching 
at seven schools. But the teacher's union believes that a continuation of in-person teaching will 
contribute to community spread of COVID-19 and have "harmful, and potentially fatal, 
consequences for teachers, students and families."  276 teachers called in sick forcing about 
3,600 students to switch gears on short notice, stay home and join the remote learning format. 
The affected schools were Bradford, Harborside, Indian Trail, LakeView, Lincoln, Reuther and 
Tremper. All-virtual will be in place for these schools through the end of the week because it's 
difficult to quickly move back and forth between on-line and in-person, according to district 
spokesperson Tanya Ruder. (2:00) (N)

09/22: The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention published, then withdrew, guidance on 
aerosol spread of the coronavirus. NPR's Steve Inskeep talks to Dr. Ali Khan, an ex-CDC 
official, about the action. (4:20) (N/NPR)

09/23: More than 200,000 people in the U.S. have died of COVID-19. We hear from three areas 
of the country about how the pandemic has affected life there. (7:00) (N/NPR)

09/23: Kenosha School Board President Tom Duncan gave no indication Tuesday night that the 
district is ready to back down from offering in-person instruction as an option, even though at 



least 10 students and staff have tested positive for COVID-19, and a large number of teachers 
called in sick Monday (2:15) (N)

09/24:  The CDC says coronavirus infection rates over the summer were highest in young adults. 
But in the South, increased infections among 20 to 39-year-olds preceded rises in infection in 
people over 60. (5:00) (N/NPR)

09/24: Wisconsin's seven-day average for daily new cases of COVID-19 increased to a new 
record high, and all 72 of the state's counties were shown to have high levels of COVID-19 
activity, in the latest daily update from the state Department of Health Services. DHS reported 
1,762 new cases of the virus Wednesday, the fourth-highest daily total the state has seen since 
the beginning of the pandemic. (:90) (N)

09/25: With the November general election 40 days away, Wisconsin college students could play 
an outsized role among peers in choosing the next president, according to national research. But 
young people have historically had the lowest turnout among any age group. And now with a 
growing list of temporary shutdowns at University of Wisconsin System campuses and general 
uncertainty caused by COVID-19 outbreaks, some college students are facing a new set of 
challenges in the final stretch of the 2020 campaign. (4:30) (N/WPR)

09/25: Amid the push to find a vaccine for the coronavirus, the FDA has faced some criticism 
that politics may be guiding its decisions. Ahead, the President of the National Medical 
Association discusses how a group of Black doctors plans to independently confirm the safety of 
a new COVID-19 vaccine. (4:30) (N/NPR)

09/25: Wilmot High School will close for in-person instruction for two weeks because two more 
students have tested positive for COVID-19, bringing the total number there to three. Two staff 
members previously tested positive.  Those who have been identified as close contacts with the 
infected individuals will receive a quarantine letter. (:90) (N)

09/29: As the world marks the sad milestone of one million lives lost to the coronavirus, NPR's 
international team reviews the lessons we've learned from the way nations have handled the 
pandemic. (7:14) (N/NPR)

09/29: Positive COVID-19 cases numbers are creeping up at many schools that offer in-person 
learning. In Kenosha Unified, the number of positives among staff and students rose to 23 
yesterday, with a case apiece reported at Bradford High School and at Lance Middle School. 
Yesterday marked the start of the third week of classes. (:90) (N)

09/29: In the face of a surge of COVID-19 cases, a Kenosha City Council committee last night 
put off consideration of a coronavirus ordinance similar to what other large municipalities have 
in the state. Among other things, the proposal—from Alder Bill Siel—would require masks in 
public places and establish capacity limits. Restaurants would be heavily affected. But Siel, who 



represents the downtown area, said most restaurants in his district already follow safe practices. 
(:90) (N)

09/30: Over the past 7 days, cases in Kenosha County have increased by 7.2%. They’re up 8.5% 
in Racine County; 5.4% in Walworth County. The number of cases in Kenosha Unified among 
students and staff teaching and learning in the in-person mode stood Tuesday at 26, which is an 
increase of two from the day before. The district offers both in-person and virtual instruction.  
Gov. Evers said yesterday that he has no plans to limit K-12 schools to virtual instruction 
because the surge in cases is not being driven by K-12 schools. Even the high rate among 
college-age students is starting to subside, according to state officials.  (2:00) (N)

09/30: In other COVID-related news, the Kenosha School Board voted last night to allow a 
limited number of spectators to attend outdoor sports events. Two admissions per player or dance 
or cheer team member will be allowed. Social distancing requirements must be observed, and 
masks must be worn. (:30) (N)



 







Public Health: The Opioid Crisis in Wisconsin and USA

07/23:  Wisconsin health officials say there have been more than twice as many suspected opioid 
overdoses during the coronavirus pandemic than there were during the same period last year. 
Data from Wisconsin emergency departments show that there were 325 suspected overdoses 
from March through July 13 compared with 150 during that span in 2019. (:45) (N)

Public Health: The Dangers of Vaping/Illegal Vape Cartridges/Proliferation 
of Vaping  

Racial Issues: The Jacob Blake Police-Involved Shooting:

08/24: Police used rubber bullets and tear gas early Monday to break up a large crowd of young 
people, some of whom had set fires, broke downtown storefronts and looted in response to the 
police shooting of a black man---Jacob Blake---by a white police officer Sunday evening. (2 
separate stories) (5:00) (N)

08/24: Lt. Horace Staples from Kenosha Emergency Management say National Guard troops 
will arrive Monday night.  (:60) (N)

08/25: Members of Kenosha’s Danish Brotherhood are mourning the loss of their 110-year-old 
fraternal home. It was burned to the ground with other stores in the Uptown area Monday night. 
(:90) (N)

08/25: With the Kenosha riots continuing, unity may not be something that is possible for 
Kenosha right now. But, speaking at a press conference yesterday, Mayor John Antaramian said 
the community will eventually need to come together. (:90) (N)



08/25: Kenosha County DA Mike Graveley said he hopes not one but two independent 
investigations will take place into the Jacob Blake Shooting (:90) (N)

08/25: Just who is Jacob Blake. Background story from the Chicago Tribune. (:60) (N)

08/25: The Kenosha City Council will meet in a special session this afternoon with Mayor John 
Antaramian asking for additional authority and a Declaration of Emergency. (:30) (N)

08/26: Kenosha City Council members say both they and their constituents have unanswered 
questions about the city response to the ongoing riots in Kenosha. (:90) (N)

08/26: Two people are dead and one seriously injured in a shooting during last night’s riots in 
Kenosha. (:90) (N)

 08/27: A 17-year-old is in custody following the fatal shooting of two protesters in Kenosha, 
Wis. His arrest comes as new details become available in the probe of the police shooting of 
Jacob Blake. (6:30)

08/27: Last night’s protest in Civic Center Park in Kenosha was much tamer than previous 
evenings which featured a lot of destruction and two shooting deaths. (:45) (N)

08/27: Video images are being used to piece together what happened Tuesday night when two 
people were killed and another wounded during riots in Kenosha. (:90) (N)

08/27: According to the state Justice Department, Jacob Blake had in his possession a knife the 
day he was shot by Kenosha police. (:90) (N)

08/28: NPR's Rachel Martin speaks with attorney Ben Crump and Philonise Floyd, the brother of 
George Floyd. Crump represents Jacob Blake, who was shot by police in Kenosha, Wisconsin. 
(7:25) (N/NPR

08/28: The Reverend Jesse Jackson was in Kenosha to address the police shooting of Jacob 
Blake. (:60) (N)

08/28: A 17-year-old Antioch boy is expected to face charges for both shooting deaths that 
occurred and the injuries sustained by a third man during riots in Kenosha. (:90) (N)

08/31: KPD reports that all the protests that took place on Sunday were peaceful and it was a 
quiet night. And---it now seems that President Trump's planned visit to Kenosha Tuesday is 
more certain than ever. (2:30) (N)

09/01: While none of the logistics of President Trump’s planned visit to Kenosha today are 
known at this hour---we do know that Democratic political leaders are asking him not to visit the 
city. Kenosha Mayor John Antaramian said he's disappointed that the president is coming---
saying he believes the timing is wrong. (:90) (N)



09/02:  Some of the widest racial disparities in the country underlie the long-simmering tensions 
that led to protests in Kenosha, Wisconsin, following the police shooting of Jacob Blake. (4:38) 
(N/NPR)

09/02: President Trump toured two areas of Kenosha that were hard-hit last week by riots, spoke 
with business owners who suffered losses, but made no mention of Jacob Blake at a roundtable 
discussion on community policing issues during a visit yesterday. The Blake family name came 
up only after a pastor at the end of the session prayed for Blake's continued recovery. Trump 
brought dollars with him to Kenosha: $1 million for local law enforcement efforts and $4 million 
to support small businesses. (2 separate stories) (3:00) (N)

09/02: The Wisconsin Department of Justice says it has reviewed 28 videos related to the police 
shooting of Jacob Blake. Only two cellphone videos that captured the Aug. 23 shooting have 
been widely distributed over social media. The state Justice Department did not describe what 
was seen on any of the videos. Kenosha police do not have body cameras. (:60) (N)

09/04: NPR's Noel King speaks with Wisconsin Governor Tony Evers about the violence in 
Kenosha and how he hopes to address it, given that he lacks the support of the Republican-held 
state legislature. (4:14) (N/NPR)

09/04: Former Vice-President Joe Biden met with about two-dozen residents at Grace Lutheran 
Church in Kenosha yesterday, telling them he believes the country is ready to address difficult 
issues such as racial injustice and inequality in the wake of the Jacob Blake police shooting and 
George Floyd's death in Minneapolis. (2 separate stories (6:00) (N)



  

Health Care: Obamacare Rollout: Follow-Up and Aftermath





 






