
                      WGTD Community Issues File

WGTD news stories air a minimum of two times in our newscasts that air between 6am and 
8:10am, Monday through Friday. Each news story then airs again in our 25-minute WGTD 
Midday newscast @ Noon. (Key: N=News) (Key: WPR = Wisconsin Public Radio) (Key: NPR 
= National Public Radio) (Key: MMR= Marketplace Morning Report)

WGTD’s “Morning Show” airs Monday through Friday from 8:10-9am. (Key: MS)

Education Matters, Community Matters and Generation NOW are locally-produced shows, 45 
minutes in length, that air every Saturday morning. (Key: EM or CM or GN)

WGTD Community Issues: 2nd Quarter, April-May-June 2019

Local Economy/Jobs: Foxconn in Southeastern Wisconsin

04/15: Another information session on the Foxconn project is set for tonight at the Mount 
Pleasant Village Hall. (:60) (N)

04/15:  Reuters News Service is reporting that Foxconn Chairman Terry Gou will soon step 
down as chairman---but---Foxconn is denying the report. The company did---however---say that 
he wants to withdraw from daily operations in favor of a new generation of talent. It now 
remains to be seen how this will affect the future of the massive Foxconn complex planned for 
Mount Pleasant. (:30) (N)

04/18:  Governor Tony Evers says it is unrealistic to expect that Foxconn will wind up producing 
13,000 jobs in Wisconsin. And, he said he is looking to revise the Foxconn contract. (N) (2 
separate stories) (4:00)

 04/18:  Foxconn says it remains committed to long term job creation in Wisconsin---the days 
after Governor Tony Evers said it was unrealistic to expect the company to employ 13,000 
people. (:60) (N)

04/24: Governor Tony Evers said yesterday that it was Foxconn that first suggested renegotiating 
its contract with Wisconsin. Those comments come a week after Evers mentioned the idea. 
(2:00) (2 separate stories) (N/WPR)



04/24:  Foxconn reacted to the letter sent by Governor Evers admitting that they did ask for 
several changes to the contract. (:30) (N)

04/30: Foxconn CEO Terry Gou is headed to the White House for a meeting---but---it’s unclear 
what he wants to talk about.  (:60) (N)

05/01: Tuesday, Governor Tony Evers said he has clarity on Wisconsin's Foxconn project and 
didn't mind not being invited to a White House meeting between the president and the company's 
CEO. (:60) (N/WPR)

05/02: Foxconn CEO Terry Gou met with President Donald Trump yesterday to discuss the 
company’s ever-changing Wisconsin project. According to the Nikkei Asian Review---one of the 
world’s largest financial newspapers---Gou told President Trump that the Mount Pleasant project 
remains on track. Now---Governor Evers plans to meet with Gou this afternoon. It will be their 
first meeting. It brings the two together at a time when Foxconn’s Wisconsin plans seem pretty 
fluid. (:90) (N)

05/17:  Foxconn is being held up as a role model for how companies should go about making 
sure they have the employees they need to get the job done. (:90) (N)

05/20: Another Foxconn update is scheduled for tonight in Mount Pleasant. At the last update 
meeting, the project manager promised that a Foxconn representative would attend this meeting. 
(:60) (N)

05/26: Recently released emails show staff with the Environmental Protection Agency objected 
to limiting areas of southeastern Wisconsin that would fall under tougher standards to reduce 
ground-level ozone pollution. Foxconn plays a key role in this dispute. (:60) (N/WPR)

05/30:  Foxconn has awarded $13 million dollars in contracts to three firms it describes as 
Wisconsin-based even though they are not all headquartered in Wisconsin.  (:60) (N)

06/04:  A Mount Pleasant resident who has been a vocal opponent of the Foxconn development 
has filed a complaint against village’s fire chief alleging ongoing cyberstalking. (:60) (N/WPR)

06/11: It’s been a long slog---and a bit of a fight---but---last Friday---a judge approved a plan for 

Lake Michigan water diversion of up to 7 million gallons per day to Mount Pleasant---most of 

that water is expected to be used at the Foxconn complex in Mount Pleasant. The judge’s ruling 

affirmed the decision made in April 2018 by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. 

(:60) (N/WPR)

https://journaltimes.com/business/local/water-diversion-ok-boosts-foxconn/article_a2478ac9-8dd3-56c7-a2e3-a67fe1d81395.html


06/12: There’s a new measure of uncertainty over just what Foxconn will produce in Mount 

Pleasant. There are now reports---in the wake of the international trade war between the US and 

China---the company could move the production of some Apple products from China to 

Wisconsin. (:90) (N)

06/12: A California developer is proposing a new “town square” type of development in Racine 

near the Foxconn site. It would have 4 acres of public green space---a big box retailer---4 

restaurants---3 retail stores and a hotel. (:60) (N)

06/21: Terry Gou, the Chairman of Foxconn, the world's largest contract assembler of consumer 

electronics, says that he is stepping down amid speculation he could be planning a presidential 

run in Taiwan next year.  Gou's resignation is the latest challenge for Foxconn, which has been 

caught up in the on-going US-China trade war. Foxconn is building a massive plant in Mount 

Pleasant and recently had plans for a second building on their site approved. (:30) (N)

06/28: Foxconn appears to have delayed the opening of its manufacturing plant in Mount 
Pleasant. In March, the tech manufacturing company announced that construction on the Mount 
Pleasant Gen 6 fabrication facility would begin this summer and would be operational by the end 
of 2020. But---Thursday morning---an email sent out by the Wisconsin Economic and 
Development Corporation indicated that the factory will not be completed until early 2021. 
(2:00) (N)

Public Health: The Opioid Crisis in Wisconsin

04/24: County jails are overwhelmed by the opioid crisis. In many states, they've become the 
largest drug treatment centers. More jails are struggling to expand medication assisted treatment 
to handle the overwhelming demand. (6:15) (/NPR)

04/24:  President Trump addresses a drug abuse summit in Atlanta Wednesday. Rachel Martin 
talks to Nora Volkow, director of the National Institute on Drug Abuse, which is part of the 
National Institutes of Health. (4:30) (N/NPR)

05/01:  The resurgence of methamphetamine is overwhelming police, emergency rooms and 
treatment centers. But compared to opioids, meth addiction remains a forgotten problem, with 
fewer treatment options. (3:30) (N/NPR)

https://www.wpr.org/foxconn-mount-pleasant-manufacturing-plant-will-be-operational-2020


05/03:  A jury in Boston found five pharmaceutical company executives guilty of bribing doctors 
and lying to insurance companies to boost sales of an addictive prescription fentanyl spray. 
(4:30) (N/NPR)

05/08: More people would be able to afford medication to treat opioid addiction IF Wisconsin 
would accept federal expansion of Medicaid---according to a new report. (:60) (N/WPR)

05/17:   State Attorney General Josh Kaul announced Thursday that Wisconsin is filing a lawsuit 
against Purdue Pharma, alleging the maker of OxyContin helped ignite the drug crisis with 
deceptive marketing claims. (:60) (N/WPR)

05/28: The first trial of an opioid manufacturer begins Tuesday in Norman, Oklahoma. Johnson 
& Johnson is accused of selling highly addictive drugs using deceptive marketing practices. 
(4:00) (N/NPR)

06/11: Bankruptcy could be an option for more opioid manufacturers as they face lawsuits over 
their role in the epidemic. Insys Therapeutics has filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection. 
(4:00) (N/NPR)

  
Health Care: ObamaCare Rollout: Follow-Up and Aftermath

04/09: The head of the state Department of Health Services made another push for Wisconsin to 
accept a Federal expansion of Medicaid spending. But, GOP lawmakers continue to oppose the 
plan. (:60) (N/WPR)

Elections:  Wisconsin Supreme Court

04/03: A recount is expected in Tuesday’s State Supreme Court race. Brian Hagedorn was 
leading Lisa Neubauer by about 6,000 with a handful of precincts yet to report. (:90) (N)

04/10: Lisa Neubauer has conceded the Supreme Court race to Brian Hagedorn. (:60) (N)

04/11: Lisa Neubauer concedes the Supreme Court race to Brian Hagedorn. (:60) (N/WPR)

Elections: Peter Barca/64th District Assembly Seat



04/02: The non-partisan spring election is today---and---it includes the Democratic primary for 
Peter Barca’s 64th District Assembly seat. (:30) (N)

04/03: Tip McGuire won the Democratic primary in the 64th District Assembly race yesterday. 
He advances to the special election on April 30th against Republican Mark Stalker. (:30) (N)

04/23: The two candidates running in the special election next week to replace Peter Barca in the 
Assembly will debate the issues tomorrow night (Wednesday) in a forum hosted by WGTD. 
Democrat Tip McGuire and Republican Mark Stalker will answer questions from moderator Len 
Iaquinta. (:60) (N)

04/24: The two candidates running in the special election next week to replace Peter Barca in the 
Assembly will debate the issues tonight in a forum hosted by WGTD. Democrat Tip McGuire 
and Republican Mark Stalker will answer questions from moderator Len Iaquinta. (:60) (N)

04/30: Today is the day of the special election foe voters in the 64th Assembly District. (:30) (N)

05/01:  Democrat Tip McGuire easily won the special election in the 64th Assembly District 
garnering 62% of the vote over Republican Mark Stalker. (2 separate stories) (3:00) (N)








