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SUMMARY:   
MENDEZ DESEGREGATION CASE 
It was only 60 years ago that two parents fought an entire school board for access to an equal 
education for their children – and children throughout California – in the landmark lawsuit, 
Mendez v. Westminster.  It’s a story many might not be familiar with, but it’s a story that has 
had lasting effects.  Gonzalo and Felicitas, along with four other families, decided to stand up 
for their rights in 1945, when their children were denied admission into a segregated school in 
Westminster, Orange County.  Sylvia Mendez recounts her experience as one of the students 
turned away that day.  In 1947, the families won the case and schools were desegregated 
throughout California.  The decision set the foundation for the groundbreaking Board v. Board 
of Education seven years later.  Sylvia’s niece Mistala Mendez-Mooney, is carrying on her 
family’s legacy by getting the word out about this pivotal case in U.S. history. 
 
MENDEZ HIGH SCHOOL OPENS 
Mendez High School is the first new high school to open in the Boyle Heights/East L.A. 
community in over 80 years.  The school is named in honor of the family behind the landmark 
Mendez vs. Westminster School District desegregation case.  Mendez High School will help 
relieve overcrowding at neighboring Roosevelt High School.  Featured in the story are: 
Gonzalo Mendez Jr. of the Mendez Family; high school co-principals, Marilyn Gavin and Dr. 
Christopher Ortiz; students, Levi Hernandez and Gabriela Vega; parent, Sandra Enriquez; 
Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa; and Executive Director of “InnerCity Struggle,” Maria Brenes. 
 
SOLE SISTERS 
Aldabella Scarpa, which means beautiful shoes in Italian, is a children’s shoe boutique in 
Covina.  The company, which started in 2007, is run by sisters Ann Marie Smith and Monica 
Gonzales.  Their history in the shoe trade stems back generations, beginning with their great -
grandfather who patented the steel-toed shoes for miners.  The family believes creating 
beautiful shoes is in their blood.  Ann Marie and Monica design all of the shoes and each pair 
has a unique story behind its creation.  Aldabella shoes are now available in hundreds of 
stores across the country, but these sole sisters say their true success and cornerstone of 
their business is giving back to the community.  For every pair of shoes purchased at the 
boutique, they will match and give a pair of shoes to underserved children in the surrounding 
areas.  
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COMMERCE WATERPOLO 
The City of Commerce, which sits just six miles east of downtown, Los Angeles is commonly 
known for its industry -- or might be better known for its casino.  What is less known about 
Commerce is its competitive youth water polo club, which is funded entirely by the city and is 
grooming some remarkable young athletes.  We talk to head water polo coaches, Gabriel 
Martinez and Bobby Contreras as well as water polo players Laura Lopez, Gisselle Naranjo, 
and Ivana Castro about the sport.  We also talk to three boys from Commerce, who are now 
playing on the team for the prestigious prep school Harvard-Westlake, and their coach Larry. 
 
HOSTS:  
Jovana Lara, ABC7 Anchor/Reporter; Danny Romero, ABC7 Weathercaster 
 
GUESTS: 
Civil Rights Leader Sylvia Mendez; Mistala Mendez-Mooney and Gonzalo Mendez Jr. of the 
Mendez Family; Mendez High School Co-principals Marilyn Gavin and Dr. Christopher Ortiz; 
Mendez High Students Levi Hernandez and Gabriela Vega; Parent Sandra Enriquez; Los 
Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa; Executive Director of “InnerCity Struggle” Maria Brenes; 
Aldabella Scarpa Co-founders Ann Marie Smith and Monica Gonzales; Commerce Head 
Water Polo Coaches Gabriel Martinez and Bobby Contreras; Water Polo Players Laura 
Lopez, Gisselle Naranjo, and Ivana Castro. 
 


