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Dear Ms. Pennington: 

I represent Collins for Senate, Inc., the principal campaign committee of Congressman 
Doug Collins. I have been engaged to seek legal redress for your broadcast of a deliberately false, 
deceptive, and malicious advertisement entitled "Wanted To" (also trafficked under the title "15") 
which was paid for by Georgia United Victory PAC ("GUV PAC"). Demand is hereby made that 
you cease and desist all future broadcasts of this advertisement. 

Unlike candidate committees, GUV PAC does not have a "right to command the use of 
broadcast facilities." CBS v. DNC, 412 U.S. 94, 113 (1973). Your station therefore bears 

responsibility for the ad's content. See Felix v. Westinghouse Radio Stations, 186 F.2d 1, 6 (3d 
Cir. 1950). In addition, your station has a responsibility to "protect the public from false, 
misleading or deceptive advertising," Licensee Responsibility With Respect to the Broadcast of 
False, Misleading or Deceptive Advertising, 74 F.C.C.2d 623 (1961), and your failure to remove 
this deceptive ad may be "probative of an underlying abdication of licensee responsibility" that 
could put your station's license in jeopardy. Cosmopolitan Broadcasting Corporation v. FCC, 581 
F.2d 917, 927 (1978).

As explained below, this advertisement misleads viewers by conveying, among other 
falsehoods, that Congressman Collins prior work as a small-town attorney caused or aided the 
abuse, battering, and murder of women. This claim is a malicious lie. The advertisement is the 
most recent attempt by Congressman Collins' political opponent, Kelly Loeffler and her well
funded allies to blatantly misrepresent the truth about Congressman Collins. The advertisement 
represents a substantial escalation to a series of unfounded attacks by Loeffler intended to falsely 
attack his record and the truth about his life's history. While Congressman Collins understands 
and respects the benefits of a robust exchange of ideas by political opponents under the First 
Amendment, the severity of the false and defamatory accusations and the degree to which the 
allegations deviate from anything resembling the truth are so out of bounds as to necessitate that 
their publication come to an immediate halt. This advertisement crosses the line from honest debate 
to actionable defamation. False speech has no value to our citizens and potential voters. 
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The advertisement begins with a narrator reciting statistics about incidences of abuse, 
battery, and murder against women in the United States. This is immediately followed by the 
narrator rhetorically asking, "who does this?" The answer, according to this advertisement: 
"criminals, the kind Doug Collins and his partner represented in their two man law firm". To add 
to this bizarre attempt to smear Congressman Collins, it goes on to argue that he and his law partner 
did so, "not because they had to, because they wanted to." 

The narrator then continues with a misleading allegation that Congressman Collins "got 
drug dealers, armed robbers, kidnappers, and domestic abusers lighter sentences." as imagery 
inferring criminal activity is shown. Tellingly, the advertisement provides only three general 
citations to criminal case dockets (four are shown on the screen, however, two of them are identical 
citations listed next to each other in the same frame) to support these false accusations. The 
citations to not support the accusations conveyed in the advertisement. 

To convey that Congressman Collins got some sort of twisted enjoyment through his 
representation of indigent clients in criminal proceedings by stating that they did so "not because 
they had to, because they wanted to" is not only a false and misleading portrayal of Congressman 
Collins, it is a false portrayal of all members of the legal profession who represent indigent 
individuals charged with crimes. With the exception of broad references to criminal dockets, the 
advertisement is entirely void of evidence to support this false and inflammatory claim. Contrary 
to the assertion in the advertisement, Congressman Collins was appointed by court orders to 
represent these and other indigent clients. Lawyers in Georgia are obligated to take on their "fair 
share of unpopular matters or indigent or unpopular clients."' In fact a lawyer in Georgia may not, 
without good cause, decline or withdraw from representation simply because such a client is 
unpopular or the client's circumstances are unsavory. As such, the advertisement's accusation that 
Congressman Collins and his law partner represented persons facing criminal charges "because 
they wanted to" is without merit and threatens the Constitutional rights of indigent individuals 
with crimes. 

In a desperate attempt to expand and magnify the false smears against Congressman Collins 
for perceived political gain, the advertisement goes on to assert a completely unfounded causal 
connection between Congressman Collins' prior work as an attorney and violence against women. 
This is a particularly false and heinous accusation as it intentionally misleads viewers by listing 
statistics about violence against women in the United States, including murder, followed 
immediately by a statement that these are acts committed by "criminals, the type that Doug Collins 
and his law partner represented." The only reason for inclusion of these statistics is to mislead and 
inflame viewers into believing that such crimes are the result of Congressman Collins court
ordered legal representation of indigent criminal defendants. In the absence of this unfounded 
implication, the statistics about violence against women have no logical or factual connection to 
the advertisement. 

This attempt to falsely impugn Congressman Collins in an intention effort to mislead voters 
by conveying that Congressman Collins was an accessory to violent crimes against women is not 

1 See Georgia Rules of Professional Responsibility Rule 6.2 
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only a new low for Kelly Loeffler and her financial supporters at GUV PAC, it is republication of 
actionable defamation on your part. I demand that you immediately take steps to remove this 
advertisement from broadcasts at your station. 

Govern yourself accordingly. 

cc: Collins for Senate, Inc. 




