
             WVIP 1st  QUARTERLY ISSUES REPORT

                January 1, 2017  -  March 31,2017

The Legislative Gazette: Host David Guistina

The Media Project: Hosts- Alan Chartock, Rex Smith and 
Ira Fusfeld.

1.  The Media Project 1/1/17  1:00am 25 min.  A year-in 
review and the role of the press in elections.

2. The Legislative Gazette 1/6/17 1:30am 25 min. 
Discussion on the new minimum wage taking effect in 
New York.  Also, we discuss Gov. Cuomo’s free SUNT 
college tuition proposal.

3. The Media Project 1/8/17 1:00am 25 min.  The 
discussion included listener opinions on the state of 
journalism and fake news.  Also … we discuss New York 
State saying no more cell phones allowed in the 
chamber.

4. The Legislative Gazette 1/13/17 1:30am 25 min. 
Reaction to the Governor’s state of the state address.  
Also … we discuss overhauling the state’s juvenile 
justice system.

5. The Media Project 1/15/17 1:00am 25 min.  We discuss 
President Elect Donald Trump’s press conference.  Also 
… bombshell allegations regarding Trump’s ties to 
Russia.



6. The Legislative Gazette 1/20/17 1:30am 25 min. We 
discuss Governor Cuomo’s 152 billion dollar budget 
proposal.  Also … we discuss a new report finding the 
regional greenhouse gas initiative has had a positive 
impact on the health of residents in the northeast.

7. The Media Project 1/22/17 1:00am 25 min. We talk 
about the New York Times editorial calling for President 
Obama to pardon Edward Snowden in addition to the 
reduction of Chelsea Manning’s sentence.

8. The Legislative Gazette 1/27/17 1:30am 25 min. We 
discuss the Governor’s budget and over $800 million in 
new taxes and fees.  Also … steps are being taken at 
state and local levels to stay fears of roundups and mass 
deportations under the Trump administration.

9. The Media Project 1/29/17 1:00am 25 min. We discuss 
authorities issuing felony charges for journalists 
arrested at inauguration protests raising fears for press 
freedom.

10. The Legislative Gazette 2/3/17 1:30am 25 min. We 
look at the Governor’s proposal for a constitutional 
amendment to put the protections of Roe v Wade into 
the state’s constitution.  Also … leaders of religious and 
civil rights organizations react to President Trump’s 
executive order barring citizens from 7 Muslim countries 
from entering the U.S. and blocking refugees for 120 
days.



11. The Media Project 2/5/17 1:00am 25 min.  We talk 
about how to present the news when so many people 
are burned out and turning away.  Also we discuss how 
the mainstream press can regain credibility with the 
American public.

12. The Legislative Gazette 2/10/17 1:30am 25 min. 
Discussion on the so-called millionaire’s tax.  Also … we 
discuss the reintroduction of the Family and Medical 
Insurance Leave Act.

13. The Media Project 2/12/17 1:00am 25 min. 
Discussion on libel in the media.

14. The Legislative Gazette 2/17/17 1:30am 25 min. 
Discussion of upstate lawmakers asking the state to step 
in and fund refugee resettlement programs caught up in 
President Trump’s travel ban.  Also we discuss a change 
in the power balance in the NYS Senate.  Also we discuss 
the introduction of legislation on carbon farming.

15. The Media Project 2/19/17 1:00am 25 min. We 
discuss how the press is handling President Trump’s war 
with the media.

16. The Legislative Gazette 2/24/17 1:30am 25 min. We 
discuss the unusual amount of protests and arrests the 
are already part of this year’s legislative session.  We 
also discuss New York State ranking fourth in the nation 
for the number of active hate groups.



17. The Media Project 2/26/17 1:00am 25 min. We 
discuss President Trump’s press bashing and how 
journalists are dealing with it.

18. The Legislative Gazette 3/3/17 1:30am 25 min. We 
discuss President Trump’s impact on the New York State 
Stock Exchange.  Also … we discuss Congressman 
Maloney’s reintroduction of legislation to require a 
federal study on long-term health effects of PFOS and 
PFOA exposure.

19. The Media Project 3/5/17 1:00am 25 min. We discuss 
the recent survey finding that 73 percent of voters 
oppose eliminating federal funding for public 
broadcasting.  We also discuss whether President 
Trump’s big speech spawned a marathon of media 
fawning.  Also … we talk about U.S. News and World 
Report’s unveiling of their state-by-state rankings.

 

20. The Legislative Gazette 3/10/17 1:30am 25 min. We 
discuss the Democrats’ proposal for an alternate plan for 
New York, as the Republican Congress works on 
replacing the ACA or so-called Obamacare.  Also we talk 
about a possible pay raise for lawmakers in exchange 
for an on-time budget.

21. The Media Project 3/12/17 1:00am 25 min. 
Discussion: Rex Tillerson considering ditching reporters.

22. The Legislative Gazette 3/17/17 1:30am 25 min. We 
discuss the blizzard that hit the local area.  Also … we 



discuss President Trump firing 46 U.S. Attorneys, 
including New York’s Preet Bharara.

23. The Media Project 3/19/17 1:00am 25 min. 
Discussion of whether daily opinion pages and editorials 
are headed to the morgue.

24. The Legislative Gazette 3/24/17 1:30am 25 min.  
Proponents of raising taxes on New York’s wealthiest 
cite the continued bad news from Washington about 
deep federal cuts to health care and other areas.  We 
also discuss New York’s Lt. Governor’s clean energy 
announcement.

25. The Media Project  3/26/17  1:00am  25 min.  We talk 
about a new report that finds a majority of U.S. news is 
still produced by men.  Also … we discuss the 
competition for investigative journalists during the 
Trump Administration as being fierce.

26. The Legislative Gazette 3/31/17  1:30am  25 min.  We 
discuss that the state budget is due but it’s the federal 
budget in Washington that Governor Cuomo warns 
might impact money for schools in New York.  We talk 
about the budget wrangling this week.  And … New York 
State Attorney General Eric Schneiderman responding to 
President Trump’s Executive Order to roll back the Clean 
Power Plan.


