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REGULARLY SCHEDULED PROGRAMMING 

 

 

 

During the third quarter of 1999, KGO-TV aired the following regularly scheduled local 

newscasts identified on air as “ABC 7 News” with a total cumulative average of over 90 

hours per month:  

   

   Monday - Friday  5:30/5:00-7:00AM 

   Monday - Friday  11:30AM-12:00PM 

   Mon/Tuesday-Friday 5:00-5:30PM 

   Monday   4:30-5:00PM/5:30-6:00PM 

   Mon/Tuesday-Friday 6:00-7:00PM 

   Monday - Sunday  11:00-11:35PM 

   Saturday   6:00-6:30PM 

   Sunday  7:00-8:00AM 

   Sunday  9:00-10:30AM 

   Sunday  5:00-5:30PM/6:00-6:30PM 

  

 

 



 

During the third quarter of 1999, KGO-TV also aired the following regularly 

scheduled locally produced programs that addressed the problems and needs of the 

San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 

MARKETPLACE:  Half-hour business program mainly targeted to women, hosted by 

anchor Laura Zimmerman and KGO Radio 810 news anchor Rosie Allen, along with 

special reports by Pam Krueger.  This program aired Sundays at 10:30am through August. 

   

SUNDAY ON 7:  Half-hour public affairs program produced by KGO-TV Public Affairs, 

consisted of a variety of subjects primarily dealing with issues related to the local 

community.  This program aired Sundays at 11:00am on August 1
st
, 15

th
, 22

nd
, and on 

September 19
th

 at 10:30am. 

 

SEVEN ON YOUR SIDE:  In its fifth year, Michael Finney headed this local consumer 

affairs unit.  On air segments involved consumer alerts and product recalls during the 

local 5pm newscasts, and consumer investigations or resolutions during the 6pm 

newscasts.  The unit was staffed by volunteers who received letters and telephone calls 

from viewers via a special hotline seeking help with a variety of consumer problems.  On 

the average, the unit received about 1,000 letters a week.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LOCAL SPECIALS 

 

During the third quarter of 1999, KGO-TV aired the following locally produced 

special programs that addressed the problems and needs of the San Francisco-San 

Jose-Oakland Market area.  Specific program descriptions appear in this report: 

 

PROFILES OF EXCELLENCE:  This encore program, in a series of specials under the 

generic title of Profiles of Excellence, highlighted the accomplishments of five 

outstanding members of the Bay Area’s African American Community.  This program 

aired on Sunday, July 4, 1999 from 11:00-11:30am, and on Sunday, September 12, 1999 

from 10:30-11:00am. 

 

ZOO-MANIA!  This original program provided an informative behind-the-scenes look at 

the San Francisco Zoo.  Segment highlights included the mating habits of penguins, the 

need for animal enrichment, an overview of special zoo events presented annually, and 

lessons learned by a group of school children who spent the night in the zoo.  This 

program aired on Sunday, July 18, 1999 from 6:30-7:00pm, Saturday, July 31, 1999 from 

4:00-4:30pm, and on Saturday, August 14, 1999 from 7:30-8:00pm. 

 

PROFILES OF EXCELLENCE:  This encore program, in a series of specials under the 

generic title of Profiles of Excellence, highlighted the accomplishments of five 

outstanding members of the Bay Area’s Asian/Pacific Islander Community.  This 

program aired on Sunday, August 29, 1999 from 11:00-11:30am. 

 

ABRAZOS & BOOKS:  This original program explained how one of the hemisphere’s 

great tragedies, the Mexico Earthquake of 1985, gave birth to a scholarship program to 

benefit students in Mexico and Santa Clara County.  Moved by the courage and 

dedication of students in quake ravaged Mexican villages, KGO-TV’s Rigo Chacon 

started a small scholarship program for them which grew to an international project.  This 

program paid tribute to both the young scholarship winners and the local heroes who 

inspired each award.  This program aired on Sunday, September 26, 1999 from          

4:00-5:00pm. 

 

PROFILES OF EXCELLENCE:  This original program, in a series of specials under 

the generic title of Profiles of Excellence, highlighted the accomplishments of five 

outstanding members of the Bay Area’s Hispanic Community.  This program aired on 

Sunday, September 26, 1999 from 5:00-5:30pm. 



PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

During the third quarter of 1999, KGO-TV aired a total of 1,941 public service 

announcements that aired throughout the broadcast day in various time periods, and 

involved many different topics.  Sponsors of these PSA’s included- American Heart 

Association, California Department of Fish & Game, Paralyzed Vets of America, 

California Attorney General’s Office, Environmental Volunteers, Amnesty International 

USA, Alliance To Save Energy, National Diabetes Education Program, U.S. Centers For 

Disease Control & Prevention, Association of Fund Raisers, Anti-Defamation League, 

National Eye Institute, Project Action San Jose, Project Sentinel, Silicon Valley Citizens 

Against Lawsuit Abuse, Tech Museum of Innovation, Consumer Information Center, 

Consumer Counseling of the East Bay and Friends of Faith. 

  

* * * * 

 

In addition to the local news and public affairs programs described in this report, KGO-

TV carries all of the ABC Television news & public affairs programs listed & described 

in the report filed as “Network Programming.” 

 

* * * * 

 

KGO-TV regularly surveys community leaders and organizations, and responds to these 

surveys.  Through these efforts we’ve determined that the following issues are important 

to the community:   

     

    Youth Issues 

    Housing Issues 

    Employment Issues 

    Transportation / Traffic Issues 

    Education Issues 

    Special Assignment Reports 

     

    

Some of the station’s most significant treatments of these issues are described on the 

following pages. 



PROGRAMS ADDRESSING THE PROBLEMS 

AND NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY 

 

YOUTH ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 1, 1999 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length: :55 

Subject: 

This report, on the deadline day, discussed the issue of TV set manufacturers to place   

“v-chips” in one-half of all new sets 13 inches or larger. The v-chip, an electronically 

coded rating system, identified violent or sexually explicit TV programs.  The FCC 

reported that most companies had already met the deadline imposed in a 1996 

Telecommunications law.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 8, 1999 (9:00 - 10:00AM) 

  August 8, 1999 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length: :30, :45 

Subject: 

This report announced that a group of Bay Area teens were planning a ten-day trip to 

observe life on the street in San Francisco and Los Angeles.  This project was designed to 

provide the students with a first-hand look at what it was like to be homeless.  They 

visited group homes, drop-in centers, and youth clinics to learn how to help young people 

get back on track.  They were expected to write a report on their findings. 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 22, 1999 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length: 1:49 

Subject: 

This report announced that the East Bay City of Fremont ranked #1 in the nation among 

big cities as the best place to raise children.  Some of the factors that made Fremont the 

“most kid friendly city” were its low infant mortality rate, good income level, health care, 

home ownership rate, low crime, and public safety.



(Youth Issues cont.) 

 

SUNDAY ON 7 (Local) 

Date/Time: August 15, 1999 (11:00  - 11:30AM) 

Length: 6:40 

Subject: 

This segment profiled the largest children’s museum in the west, the Children’s 

Discovery Museum of San Jose.  The purpose of the museum was to serve as a place that 

children could call their own.  All exhibits were designed to provide learning experiences 

for children of diverse backgrounds and ages. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 19, 1999 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:00 

Subject: 

In this report, Dr. Dean Edell discussed the problem of teen pregnancy, and a new study 

that found many teens didn’t consider one possible solution.  The study found that nearly 

three out of four teens had never heard of the so-called “morning after pill”, and if they 

had, they had no idea where to find it.  It was reported that most birth control clinics 

would provide the pills to teens or adults who had unprotected sex.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 4, 1999 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject: 

This report reviewed a New Jersey court decision that some considered the beginning of 

the end to a California ban against gays in the Boy Scouts.  A Petaluma boy led a crusade 

to lift the ban, and with his father collected more than 35,000 signatures in a petition 

drive.  His father said that the ban was counter to the scout law that required members to 

seek to understand others, and respect those with different ideas and customs. The Boy 

Scouts said they planned to appeal the New Jersey decision. 



(Youth Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 9, 1999 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

  July 11, 1999 (7:00 - 8:00AM) 

Length: 3:10, 3:10 

Subject: 

This special assignment report reviewed, and tested a voluntary rule by movie theater 

owners to keep kids 17 years old and under out of R-rated movies by asking for picture 

id’s.  The rule was not always enforced, although it had been just over a month since 

theaters across the country promised to do a better job.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 3, 1999 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length: :40 

Subject: 

This report reviewed a warning about the effects of TV on children under the age of two.  

Guidelines from the American Academy of Pediatrics said parents should not leave their 

infants in front of the set.  The report said TV could take valuable time away from a 

child’s development.  Doctors recommended having one playroom, or a bedroom with no 

TV, radio, or computer.  Experts said that one or two hours of TV each day was ok for 

older children. 

 

MARKETPLACE (Local) 

Date/Time: July 4, 1999 (10:30 - 11:00AM) 

Length: 2:47 

Subject: 

This segment examined the significance of the growing popularity of Women’s World 

Cup Soccer in the Bay Area.  Soccer was a popular game among children 15 years old 

and younger, and it was felt that young women in particular would benefit from soccer 

players as role models. 



(Youth Issues cont.) 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS  

During the 3rd Quarter of 1999, there were over 600 public service announcements that 

aired in various day-parts which addressed issues related to youth or children.  Sponsors 

of these PSA’s included- the Boystown National Hotline, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 

Day Saints, Easter Seals of the Bay Area, March of Dimes, Give a Kid a Hand, Lavender 

Youth Recreation Center, National Center For Missing & Exploited Children, YMCA, 

Coordinated Campaign For Learning Disabilities, Partnership For A Drug-Free 

California/America, Partnership For Responsible Parenting, United Cerebral Palsey. 

 



HOUSING ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 20, 1999 (6:00  - 7:00PM) 

  July 20, 1999 (11:00  - 11:35PM) 

Length: 1:10, 1:00 

Subject: 

This report reviewed the Oakland City Council’s approval of 6 million dollars in funding 

for community redevelopment in West Oakland.  The funding was expected to provide 

much needed grocery store and other community owned businesses for the area.  The 

businesses were long awaited by the residents, especially the elderly who traveled long 

distances from their neighborhoods to buy basic necessities. 

 

MARKETPLACE (Local) 

Date/Time: August 22, 1999 (10:30 - 11:00AM) 

Length: 3:38 

Subject: 

This segment examined the advantages and growing popularity of searching for real 

estate and home loans on the internet.  An estimated 6 million homebuyers were using the 

net, which realtors did not view as competition.  This segment showed how searching for 

the right house or loan could be easier on the net, and a time / money saving tool.  

Consumers were becoming more comfortable making big purchases on the net.    

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 5, 1999 (11:00  - 11:35PM) 

  July 18, 1999 (5:30  - 6:30PM) 

Length: 1:30, :30 

Subject: 

This report reviewed a City of San Jose ruling that required a church to close its homeless 

shelter due to a zoning restriction.  The church provided shelter in their social hall for 

more than forty people, all working homeless families.  A homeless family in the church 

shared their story.  The church was faced with a $2,500 per day fine or closing the shelter. 

A church pastor commented that city hall was defying a centuries old religious tradition.  

The church property would have to meet the standards of an emergency shelter to allow 

long term use. 



(Housing Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 1, 1999 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

  August 1, 1999 (11:00  - 11:35PM) 

  August 2, 1999 (5:30  - 7:00AM) 

Length: 1:40, 1:00, 1:00 

Subject: 

This report highlighted the issue of “live aboard” boat owners in Brisbane who were 

given eviction notices by the new harbormaster.  Many of the people evicted, some with 

families, had lived aboard their boats against marina rules for 15 years.  The prior 

harbormaster did not enforce the “no live aboard rule”, but the new harbormaster, also the 

police chief, enforced the law.  Some of the people that received eviction notices said 

they could not afford high housing costs in the area, and would go to court to stop them.    

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 22, 1999 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

  July 25, 1999 (9:00 – 10:30AM) 

Length: 2:55, 3:01 

Subject: 

In this special report, consumer reporter Michael Finney discussed affordable housing 

options in the Bay Area.  He showed viewers where to look for deals, and how to 

purchase homes with “silent second mortgages”, or sales subsidized by government and 

business.     

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 30, 1999 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 2:50 

Subject: 

In this special report, consumer reporter Michael Finney discussed the advantages to the 

“zero down home loan.”  He reviewed the loan process through a profile of a young 

couple who made a home purchase with “zero down.” 



(Housing Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 10, 1999 (5:30 - 7:00AM) 

Length: :30 

Subject: 

This report announced that an advocacy group for the homeless, “Homes Not Jails” 

would file a lawsuit against the City of San Francisco, and several police officers.  They 

claimed that officers illegally searched a house on Page Street in January ’99, then 

harassed and arrested several activists.  They said the arrests were made even after the 

occupants showed title papers, and receipts for taxes on the home.  The group advocated 

the use of abandoned buildings as housing for homeless people. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 10, 1999 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

  September 10, 1999 (11:00 – 11:35PM) 

Length: 1:45, 1:45 

Subject: 

This report discussed a study that found the lack of affordable housing in California was 

at a crisis point.  It found that a person making the minimum wage would have to work at 

least twenty hours a day just to rent a two-bedroom apartment in San Francisco,           

San Mateo, or Santa Clara counties.  The problem was particularly bad in Santa Clara 

County where housing costs had priced people with good jobs out of the market. 



EMPLOYMENT ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 21, 1999 (11:00 – 11:35PM) 

Length: :30 

Subject: 

This report reviewed a study that found Silicon Valley could lose its position as the 

nation’s top internet technology center.  A San Francisco consulting firm said other 

business centers were trying to lure high tech companies and workers away from Silicon 

Valley.  The study said that the area was not keeping up with the demand for highly 

skilled workers.  Recruiting problems were complicated by quality of life issues such as 

the high cost of housing, a growing traffic problem, and access to start-up money for 

internet companies. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 6, 1999 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:45 

Subject: 

This report looked at a problem that affected the working poor, and that related to an 

aspect of welfare reform designed to get people off  assistance and into jobs.  Welfare 

reform resulted in a decrease in the number of people using food stamps in the East Bay, 

and as a result put a strain on local food banks.  

 

MARKETPLACE (Local) 

Date/Time: July 4, 1999 (10:30 - 11:00AM) 

Length: 2:18 

Subject: 

This segment examined the issue of whether it was ethical to take a sick day when a 

person was not really sick.  Although many Americans believed it was not ethical to do 

so, they still called in sick only because their employers did not want to hear the real 

reasons.  Many employers were moving toward a paid time off where one would not have 

to reveal their reason for being out.   



(Employment Issues cont.) 

 

MARKETPLACE (Local) 

Date/Time: August 15, 1999 (10:30 - 11:00AM) 

Length: 3:37 

Subject: 

This segment examined the problem of job burnout from increased pressure to blur the 

lives of work and home life.  82% of executives said they even worked while on vacation. 

A local psychologist felt that some employees had feelings of helplessness and 

powerlessness in the work place.  Many people felt that they weren’t making any more 

money even though they were working longer and harder.  They also felt that they were 

staying on the job only to pay bills.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 28, 1999 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:27 

Subject: 

This report reviewed a study that claimed Bay Area employment agencies favored whites 

over blacks.  The study involved 17 employment agencies, and found that black job 

applicants suffered economic consequences from preferences.    

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 9, 1999 (11:30 AM – 12:00PM) 

Length: :30 

Subject: 

This report followed the visit of U.S. Secretary of Transportation Rodney Slater to the 

Cypress Mandela Training Center in Oakland.  Mr. Slater toured the facility, which 

offered 13 apprenticeship-training programs to low-income residents.  He applauded the 

center’s efforts, which taught construction skills that prepared students to obtain good 

jobs. 



(Employment Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 15, 1999 (5:30 – 7:00AM) 

Length: :30 

Subject: 

This report reviewed a study on the Bay Area economy that found the region’s labor force 

grew by almost 2.5% from January to March 1999.  It showed that Contra Costa and 

Alameda counties were the area leaders due to the booming construction industry.  More 

than 56,000 people were working in construction during the first quarter of 1999. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 6, 1999 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:44 

Subject: 

This report reviewed a study by UCSF researchers that indicated California was leading 

the way in big changes in the way people worked.  People were working longer, for more 

employers, and it was having an effect on people’s health.  It was reported that only about 

one third of all state workers had a traditional full time job on the day shift, and the same 

employer for the entire year.  The study showed that workers who were fired or laid off 

were twice as likely to have health problems.  Many people were losing their jobs in an 

era of nearly full employment. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 24, 1999 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: :46 

Subject: 

This report reviewed a study that showed the wages and employment of Latinos in 

California lagged behind other minorities.  It also found that Latino children were less 

likely to graduate from high school or go to college.  The study was the focus of a 

seminar in Sacramento where those in attendance stressed the value of education.  

 

 



TRANSPORTATION / TRAFFIC ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 1, 1999 (5:30 – 7:00AM) 

  July 5, 1999 (5:30 – 7:00AM, 6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: :30, :30, :30 

Subject: 

This report discussed a plan by San Francisco officials to rebuild the Central Freeway that 

was damaged in the 1989 quake.  The design was unveiled for the portion of the roadway 

that would run along Octavia Boulevard.  Officials said the new route was designed to 

keep cars moving through the congested area.  They planned to have it built by the end of 

the year 2000. 

 

These follow-up reports discussed how supporters of rebuilding the Central Freeway were 

trying to put the issue on the November 1999 ballot.  Supporters gathered over 21,000 

signatures in only three weeks for the ballot measure.  They believed that the freeway 

could help relieve San Francisco’s massive traffic problems. 

 

MARKETPLACE (Local) 

Date/Time: August 8, 1999 (10:30 - 11:00AM) 

Length: 4:00 

Subject: 

This segment examined CARLINK, an experimental program aimed at solving Bay Area 

parking and commuting problems.  Participants paid $200 per month for one of twelve 

cars shared with 59 other commuters.  Each vehicle was guaranteed a parking space at 

BART stations at anytime of the day. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 31, 1999 (6:00 – 6:30PM) 

Length: 1:45 

Subject: 

This report covered a demonstration by bicyclists to push for bike access to Bay Area 

bridges.  More than 100 bicyclists rallied at both ends of the Richmond-San Rafael 

Bridge for a planned peaceful protest, and bus trip.  Protesters demanded access to the 

bridge, and cited a December ’98 study that concluded it was possible.  There were 

estimates that it would take more than five million dollars worth of improvements to 

make the span ready for bike traffic. 



(Transportation/Traffic cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 10, 1999 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:32 

Subject: 

This report looked at how gasoline prices had risen all over the Bay Area and some of the 

reasons for the increase.  Pricing in specific geographic areas and gasoline brands were 

compared.  A representative of AAA discussed their monthly gas price survey.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 8, 1999 (9:00 – 10:30AM) 

  July 8, 1999 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:45, 1:45 

Subject: 

This report reviewed criticism by an environmental group over a proposed high-speed 

ferry system that would service the Bay Area.  They charged that the proposed system, the 

largest in the world, would cause a significant increase in air pollution.  They wanted the 

state legislature to delay the bill that would create the Bay Area Water Transport 

Authority.  Organizers of the ferry system said that the critics’ research was wrong and 

premature. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 2, 1999 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: :30 

Subject: 

This report discussed how construction of a long-awaited traffic barrier on the Golden 

Gate Bridge was delayed.  Bridge officials had been planning to install a moveable barrier 

to prevent head on collisions.  A bridge district committee refused to approve the next 

phase of the project.  They feared that the barrier might cause worse accidents by sending 

cars rebounding into other traffic, or that the barrier itself might be shoved into opposing 

lanes. 



(Transportation/Traffic cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 9, 1999 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: :25 

Subject: 

This report followed U.S. Secretary of Transportation Rodney Slater’s visit to the Bay 

Area.  He presented San Francisco officials with a check for 39.7 million dollars to help 

the city extend BART to the S.F. Airport.  The project was to be completed by 2001. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 13, 1999 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: :25, :36 

Subject: 

This report discussed how a proposal to extend BART to Menlo Park was dropped by the 

San Mateo County Economic Development Association.  The idea would have increased 

the sales tax by half a cent making San Mateo County the highest taxed in the state.  

Local leaders felt there was too much political opposition, and decided instead to form an 

economic partnership to deal with traffic problems.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 22, 1999 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:35 

Subject: 

This report reviewed a “Critical Mass” demonstration for cars that copied the monthly 

protest by bicyclists to demand rights for cyclists.  The organizer of this critical mass for 

cars was fed up with traffic in San Francisco going from bad to worse.  He resented new 

bike lanes like the one on Valencia and Polk Streets.  In past years, demonstrations 

caused not only gridlock, but also fights between riders and frustrated drivers.  Afraid that 

the protest would further divide the two camps, some bicyclists decided to join the event. 

San Francisco Mayor Willie Brown advised against an “us vs. them” mentality. 



EDUCATION ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 26, 1999 (11:00 - 11:30PM) 

Length: :25 

Subject: 

This report reviewed an Alameda County Grand Jury investigation that said the Oakland 

Unified School District had ineffective leadership.  It also said there was a lack of 

experienced and qualified teachers, and it recommended the next superintendent be hired 

from outside the district.  Oakland’s acting superintendent said the grand jury did not give 

enough credit for changes that had already been put into progress. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 8, 1999 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

  July 8, 1999 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:42, :39 

Subject: 

This report followed an audit of Oakland Public Schools by a diverse group of volunteers 

that began to gather data on the condition of the campuses.  A dozen teams comprised of 

students, parents, community leaders, and district employees toured two dozen schools.  

They were especially concerned about safety problems they discovered such as exposed 

wires, window screens that would not open, graffiti and trash. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 9, 1999 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:23 

Subject: 

This report reviewed an alleged sexual abuse of a 12-year-old boy at an Oakland middle 

school.  He was purportedly teased, taunted, and touched by some classmates, and 

allegedly raped by a 14-year-old boy.  The school district was investigating the issue, and 

would only say that officials were under strict orders to pay serious attention to such 

allegations.  The boy and his mother were asking for 11 million dollars in damages.  



(Education Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 3, 1999 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject: 

This report covered an announcement by the Fremont School District that planned to 

close at least eight schools for cost savings.  Hundreds of parents were angry, and wanted 

to know why the schools were slated to close during a booming economy.  Educators said 

they didn’t have enough money to keep them open. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 25, 1999 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:44 

Subject: 

This report reviewed “Move In For Less”, a San Jose program that was designed to make 

it easier for teachers to move into a rental by reducing the amount of the security deposit. 

 The San Jose Mayor’s office said that the program could help teachers stay in the high 

priced Silicon Valley area, and adopted another plan that reduced mortgage interest rates 

for teachers.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 29, 1999 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

  August 1, 1999 (7:00 – 8:00AM) 

Length: 1:45, 1:23 

Subject: 

This report reviewed Oakland’s first mandatory summer school program as it was coming 

to an end.  The number of children enrolled was lower than school officials expected.



(Education Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 24, 1999 (6:00  - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:43 

Subject: 

This report covered the first day of school in San Francisco as Mayor Willie Brown, and 

the new superintendent of schools were on hand to welcome back students.  It was 

reported that the former superintendent was alleged to have stonewalled implementation 

of Prop 227, the voter approved measure designed to end bilingual education in 

California.  The programs were still in place legally with parental permission.  One of the 

city’s oldest schools was profiled in part.       

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 1, 1999 (11:00  - 11:35PM) 

Length: 1:56 

Subject: 

This report followed up on problems in Oakland’s Public Schools.  The district was under 

fire for allegations that thousands of students were promoted despite skipping mandatory 

summer school.  School officials said it wasn’t true.  Dozens of parents marched to 

protest the number of substitute teachers in their schools.  Parents said that classrooms 

were chronically short of qualified teachers, and that was one reason they believed test 

scores were so low. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 8, 1999 (5:00  - 5:30PM) 

Length: 1:28 

Subject: 

This report reviewed a research study that found one in four students chose campuses 

other than their assigned neighborhood schools.  One educator felt that more choice in 

education was good, and that parents should be able to determine the focus of their 

children’s education.  Some parents believed they should choose nearby schools 

whenever possible. 



(Education Issues cont.) 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS  

During the 3rd Quarter of 1999, there were over 100 public service announcements that 

aired in various day-parts which addressed issues related to education.  Sponsors of these 

PSA’s included- CAL Teach, California Literacy, American Indian College Fund, 

American College Health Association, National Diabetes Education Program, 

Coordinated Campaign for Learning Disabilities, California Department of Education, 

and The College Fund.  

 

 



SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT REPORTS 

 

ABC 7 News provided several, in depth special reports that examined a variety of issues 

important to the San Francisco Oakland San Jose Market.  The following are examples of 

these special assignment reports:  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 27, 1999 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 4:13 

Subject: 

This special assignment report reviewed a government study that showed how women 

were not only the victims of domestic violence, but could also be the abusers.  This 

segment looked at how the hidden side of domestic violence, when men were the victims, 

occurred more often than most people thought. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 16, 1999 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 3:11 

Subject: 

This special assignment report examined the controversy in congress over whether or not 

to allow wine sales on the internet. The wine industry was a major industry in California 

and wanted to be able to sell their products on the web.    

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 29, 1999 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 4:41 

Subject: 

This special assignment report examined International Forgiveness Day, a holiday that 

many people had not heard of before.  It was marked in the Bay Area with a ceremony in 

Marin County that honored people who were able to move beyond racial hatred to 

reconciliation.  This segment profiled two Bay Area individuals who were able to become 

true heroes of forgiveness. 



(Special Assignment Reports cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 3, 1999 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

  August 4, 1999 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 3:18, 5:05 

Subject: 

This special assignment report reviewed the effect on education and the infrastructure 

from delinquent taxes.  It was reported that San Francisco’s delinquent tax rolls in 1998-

’99 included millions of dollars.  This segment also discussed the large penalties that 

companies paid for late taxes, and how local governments were able to make more money 

from late taxes than from investments. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 9, 1999 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

  July 11, 1999 (7:00 - 8:00AM) 

Length: 3:10, 3:11 

Subject: 

This special assignment report reviewed, and tested a voluntary rule by movie theater 

owners to keep kids 17 years old and under out of R-rated movies by checking id’s.  The 

rule was not always enforced, although it had been just over a month since theaters across 

the country promised to do a better job.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 16, 1999 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 4:57 

Subject: 

This special assignment report reviewed the events surrounding the Port Chicago disaster 

on July 17
th

 1944 in Concord, Ca.  Two ammunition ships were vaporized in the worst 

home front disaster of World War II.  After the explosions, white sailors were given a 

thirty-day leave, but black sailors were put to work cleaning up debris and collecting body 

parts.  After the cleanup, the black sailors were ordered back to work, and 258 refused to 

go back loading ammunition.  They felt the order was racist and dangerous.  Most gave 

in, but 50 of them refused, and were convicted of mutiny.  One of two known survivors 

among the convicted men was interviewed about his long struggle to clear his name. 



(Special Assignment Reports cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 6, 1999 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 5:20 

Subject: 

This special assignment report investigated a problem that two people experienced after 

they located their new roommate through a newspaper ad.  The ad sought a live-in care 

provider for a handicapped resident of a locked mental health facility.  After speaking 

with a caseworker, the couple understood that the man behaved while on medication, and 

approved his tenancy.  However, after 28 days of serious problems, they had to ask the 

man to leave.  Their landlord also gave them notice to vacate their rental, but they were 

told that the problem roommate was not the reason. The couple took exception with 

county officials for the difficulties. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 21, 1999 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 2:42 

Subject: 

This special assignment report reviewed a new procedure for detecting breast cancer 

called thermography.  The technique relied on heat to pinpoint cancer spots, and was 

discussed as an alternative to mammography. 


