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REGULARLY SCHEDULED PROGRAMMING 

 

 

 

During the fourth quarter of 1999, KGO-TV aired the following regularly scheduled local 

newscasts identified on air as “ABC 7 News” with a total cumulative average of over 90 

hours per month:  

   

   Monday - Friday  5:00-7:00AM 

   Monday - Friday  11:30AM-12:00PM 

   Tuesday-Friday 5:00-5:30PM 

   Monday   5:30-6:00PM 

   Tuesday-Friday 6:00-7:00PM 

   Monday - Sunday  11:00-11:35PM 

   Saturday   6:00-6:30PM 

   Sunday  7:00-8:00AM 

   Sunday  9:00-10:30AM 

   Sunday  6:00-6:30PM 

  

 

 



 

During the fourth quarter of 1999, KGO-TV also aired the following regularly 

scheduled locally produced programs that addressed the problems and needs of the 

San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 

SEVEN ON YOUR SIDE:  In its fifth year, Michael Finney headed this local consumer 

affairs unit.  These on air segments involved consumer alerts and product recalls during 

the local 5pm newscasts, and consumer investigations or resolutions during the 6pm 

newscasts.  The unit was staffed by volunteers who received letters and telephone calls 

from viewers via a special hotline seeking help with a variety of consumer problems.  On 

the average, the unit received over 500 letters each week. 

 

 

ABC 7 TURKEY CALL:  ABC-7 meteorologist Spencer Christian announced the final 

tallies and the names of people and organizations that donated turkeys for holiday dinners 

to food banks.  These segments occurred during the weeknight 5:00pm and 6:00pm 

newscasts. 

 

 

    



LOCAL SPECIALS 

 

During the fourth quarter of 1999, KGO-TV aired the following locally produced 

special programs that addressed the problems and needs of the San Francisco-San 

Jose-Oakland Market area.  Specific program descriptions appear in this report: 

 

BREAST CANCER- FIGHTING BACK: ABC 7’s seventh annual special on the fight 

against breast cancer.  Through personal stories, this special provided a look at the latest 

treatments, prevention, and the search for a cure.  This program aired on Sunday,  

October 10, 1999 from 5:00-5:30pm, and on Saturday, October 23, 1999 from            

6:30-7:00pm. 

 

LESSON OF LOMA PRIETA:  This original program provided a look back at the 

events and aftermath of the quake of ’89, and explored the lessons learned toward quake 

preparedness.  This program aired on Sunday, October 17, 1999 from 5:00-6:00pm. 

 

26 MILES TO GLORY- THE SILICON VALLEY MARATHON:  This original 

program highlighted the two-day festivities leading up to the five races that comprised the 

Silicon Valley Marathon.  This program also profiled some of the participants.            This 

program aired on Sunday, October 31, 1999 from 5:00-5:30pm. 

 

THE ’99 VOTE:  SAN FRANCISCO MAYORAL DEBATE:  This program originated 

live in San Francisco from the ABC Broadcast Center.  Board of Supervisors President Tom 

Amiano and Mayor Willie Brown met to debate issues prior to the 12-14-99 runoff election. 

 This program aired on Thursday, December 2, 1999 from 8:00-9:00pm. 

 

SHARE YOUR HOLIDAY ‘99 FOOD DRIVE- This bi-annual food drive originated 

from six Bay Area locations, and collected 1,080,978 pounds of food, and $408,003 in 

cash for local food banks.  This event aired on Monday, December 13, 1999, and included 

expanded food drive coverage in the 10:00-11:00AM  time period, and commercial break 

cut-ins throughout the day from 5:00AM to 6:00PM.     



PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

During the fourth quarter of 1999, KGO-TV aired a total of 2,103 public service 

announcements that aired throughout the broadcast day in various time periods, and 

involved many different topics.  Some of these PSA sponsors included- Tech Museum of 

Innovation, International Taiko Festival, National Arbor Day Foundation, California 

Integrated Waste Management, American Kennel Club, Alliance To Save Energy, Self 

Help For The Elderly, World Food Program, U.S. Centers For Disease Control & 

Prevention, Project Action San Jose, Army National Guard, National Diabetes Education 

Program, and U. S. Department of Transportation. 

  

* * * * 

 

In addition to the local news and public affairs programs described in this report,     KGO-

TV carries all of the ABC Television news & public affairs programs listed & described 

in the report filed as “Network Programming.” 

 

* * * * 

 

KGO-TV regularly surveys community leaders and organizations, and responds to these 

surveys.  Through these efforts we’ve determined that the following issues are important 

to the community:   

 

    Education Issues 

    Youth Issues 

    Transportation / Traffic Issues 

    Housing Issues 

    Minority /Race Issues 

    Special Assignment News Reports 

     

    

Some of the station’s most significant treatments of these issues are described on the 

following pages. 



PROGRAMS ADDRESSING THE PROBLEMS 

AND NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY 

 

EDUCATION ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 8, 1999 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:36 

Subject: 

This report reviewed a three-month study on the Oakland School District by the Oakland 

Mayor’s Commission on Education.  The commission came up with some controversial 

recommendations to improve the system such as overhauling the school board, incentive 

pay for teachers, appointed school board members, and asking Oakland residents to put 

more money into schools. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 26, 1999 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 1:15 

Subject: 

This report covered a meeting of the Oakland City Council that discussed a controversial 

plan by Mayor Jerry Brown to appoint school board members.  The plan was met with 

sharp criticism.  A teacher and union leader were two of dozens of people who spoke out 

against the mayor’s plan.  The majority of the Mayor’s Commission on Education 

supported the plan, and saw it as an opportunity to free board members of election 

politics so they could concentrate solely on education. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 14, 1999 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:09 

Subject: 

This report warned viewers about the potential for unscrupulous practices in the college 

scholarship and grant business.  Parents were concerned about how they were going to 

pay for their children’s college education without incurring a huge debt. 



(Education Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 20, 1999 (11:00  - 11:35PM) 

Length: 1:25 

Subject: 

This report reviewed the San Francisco School Board’s struggle to create a plan to 

maintain diversity without using race as an admissions factor.  In a legal settlement eight 

months prior, San Francisco agreed to stop using race as a factor in assigning students to 

schools.  At San Francisco’s top academic high school, some people feared that without 

race as a factor, the doors would be closed to African-Americans and Latinos if test 

scores were the only criterion. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 9, 1999 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: :40 

Subject: 

This report covered the California Board of Education meeting where they adopted the 

governor’s plan for education.  In a rare speech at the board’s meeting, the governor 

urged members to approve his education plan called the “Academic Performance Index.” 

Under the plan schools would be ranked by test scores and financially rewarded for 

improvement. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 5, 1999 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 3:17 

Subject: 

This report reviewed how a staggering number of California schools were unprepared for 

the next big quake.  The governor had just approved a study to determine how safe 

schools were, but critics said the government had taken much too long to take the 

problem seriously. 

 



(Education Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 18, 1999 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 1:21 

Subject: 

This report reviewed the Pittsburg City Council’s plan to get tough on kids who skipped 

school.  In a first of its kind move in Contra Costa County, city officials targeted truancy 

by passing on school detention, and going straight for legal intervention.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 29, 1999 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:19 

Subject: 

This report examined a Silicon Valley school district’s plan to guarantee affordable 

housing as an incentive when hiring teachers.  The extremely high cost of housing was 

making it unaffordable for teachers to work and live in the same area.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 1, 1999 (5:30 - 6:00AM) 

Length: 1:32 

Subject: 

This report covered a special hearing in San Francisco by a state task force charged with 

trying to prevent school violence.  The group heard a lot of expert testimony, but had not 

formulated any concrete solutions at the time. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 2, 1999 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:47 

Subject: 

This report looked at a new program in the Palo Alto Unified School District that stopped 

all social promotions of students in elementary and middle schools.  Students who fell 

behind were put in special morning, after school and Saturday classes. 



(Education Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 5, 1999 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:22 

Subject: 

This report reviewed how state legislators were looking into the dangers of toxic 

classrooms in California schools.  After students and teachers at a school in West 

Oakland complained about respiratory ailments, the problem was traced back to mold in 

temporary classrooms.  The Assembly Select Committee also discussed the problem of 

cancer causing formaldehyde that was often found in newer portable classrooms.      

 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS  

During the 4th Quarter of 1999, there were over 100 public service announcements that 

aired in various day-parts which addressed issues related to education.  Sponsors of these 

PSA’s included- American Indian College Fund, California Department of Education, 

Coordinated Campaign For Learning Disabilities, and United Negro College Fund. 



YOUTH ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 5, 1999 (11:00  - 11:35PM) 

  November 7, 1999 (9:00  - 10:30AM) 

Length: 4:10, 4:00 

Subject: 

This report examined a special driving school for teenagers designed to teach them how 

to handle a vehicle in specific emergency situations during staged reenactments.  Many 

parents chose to send their teens to this school so they would not experience the same 

tough driving situations for the first time behind the wheel.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 26, 1999 (5:00  - 5:30PM) 

  October 26, 1999 (11:00  - 11:35PM) 

Length: 1:34, 2:03 

Subject: 

This report highlighted the points of a study released by the American Medical 

Association that showed obesity was on the rise among children.  Researchers with the 

Centers for Disease Control said daily physical education classes had to become a 

national priority.  Two local middle school students were profiled. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 1, 1999 (5:00  - 5:30PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject: 

This report covered Arnold Schwarzenegger’s visit to elementary and middle school 

children in San Jose involved with “Inner City Games”, an organization he founded to 

support at-risk youth.  He told the kids to believe in themselves, and their dreams. 

 

 

 

 

 



(Youth Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 6, 1999 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject: 

This report reviewed a study of teen smokers that found many were trying a new 

inexpensive tobacco import called “bidis.”  Most teens believed the small flavored 

cigarettes were healthier.  The Centers For Disease Control disagreed since “bidis” 

produced three times more carbon monoxide and nicotine, and five times more tar than 

regular cigarettes.  The CDC also said the product was a significant health hazard aimed 

at the most vulnerable- teens.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 14, 1999 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: :40 

Subject: 

This report talked about the opening of a new truancy center in Oakland.  The third of its 

kind, it had already started to fill up with students in the first morning open.  The city also 

added three additional truancy officers.  In the previous year, more than one third of 

Oakland’s students were truant, resulting in a loss of four million dollars in school 

revenue. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 19, 1999 (5:00 – 5:30PM) 

Length: 1:15 

Subject: 

This report covered the “Voices to Violence Conference” in Washington, D.C.  A group 

of Bay Area teens joined students from across the country to discuss and offer solutions 

to congress about violence in schools.



(Youth Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 18, 1999 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject: 

This report discussed the efforts of an Oakland man to rid a neighborhood of crime where 

his teenage daughter was gunned down two years before.  Families gathered to review the 

progress, and see how safe their neighborhood high school was for their children. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 26, 1999 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: :38 

Subject: 

This report covered a conference of high school students from across the state that met to 

discuss ways to decrease teen smoking, and risky sexual activity that could lead to HIV 

and AIDS.  Students said that peer and parental support were key in keeping their peers 

out of trouble. 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS  

During the 4th Quarter of 1999, there were over 600 public service announcements that 

aired in various day-parts which addressed issues related to youth.  Sponsors of these 

PSA’s included- Boys & Girls Clubs of America, Boystown National Hotline, Children 

Now, Children of Shelters, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, Give a Kid a 

Hand, Lavender Youth Recreation Center, Holt International Children’s Services, 

Independent Adoption Center, YMCA, Partnership For A Drug-Free California/America, 

Partnership For Responsible Parenting, Make-A-Wish Foundation, Youth For 

Understanding, and Save The Children. 



TRANSPORTATION / TRAFFIC ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 12, 1999 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:38 

Subject: 

This report reviewed how an East Bay community was preparing to handle the chronic 

road problem of potholes before the start of winter. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 5, 1999 (11:00 – 11:35PM) 

Length: 3:56 

Subject: 

This report looked at how safe Bay Area roads were nearly ten years after Caltrans 

launched a major post Loma Prieta earthquake retrofit program.  It was reported that 

Californians had lost confidence in their roadways, and they were willing to pay to get it 

back.  Additional taxes, bridge tolls, and a billion-dollar bond measure accounted for a 

four and one-half billion dollar retrofit budget.  The report also looked at the politics and 

specific local community struggles to repair area roads and freeways. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 15, 1999 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:45 

Subject: 

This report reviewed plans for the Benicia Bridge earthquake retrofit project.  Engineers 

and politicians were studying the “Friction Pendulum System.”  This new technology 

used ball bearings underneath structures that guide and sway with a quake instead of 

meeting the energy head-on.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 8, 1999 (11:00 – 11:35PM) 

Length: 1:21 

Subject: 

This report investigated a deadly traffic problem spot on Calaveras Road between 

Alameda and Santa Clara Counties.  Commuters were using this winding mountain road 

as a shortcut to avoid the huge Sunol Grade bottleneck, but many were driving erratically. 



(Transportation/Traffic cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 14, 1999 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

  October 14, 1999 (11:00 – 11:35PM) 

  October 15, 1999 (5:00 – 5:30AM) 

Length: 1:44, :30, :30 

Subject: 

This report examined a plan to extend the Bay Area Rapid Transit System to the South 

Bay.  After years of debate, state transportation officials agreed that it was a good idea, 

but some people were forecasting a fight.  Some East Bay communities said they 

deserved and wanted attention before San Jose.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 5, 1999 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:17 

Subject: 

This report looked into questions about whether Amtrak left passengers from a derailed 

train stranded after they were bussed to San Francisco.  According to two passengers, a 

clerk showed up at the San Francisco station and refused to pay for hotel rooms.  An 

Amtrak station agent denied that passengers received this treatment, since there was 

paperwork at the train station that showed cash payments were made. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 27, 1999 (5:00 – 5:30AM) 

Length: :30 

Subject: 

This report announced a new service of the BART system that offered bike riders a secure 

area to park their bikes.  Berkeley was the first station to have a “Bike Station”, a fully 

locked and enclosed area with enough locks for 70 bikes.  BART planned to eventually 

expand the service to other stations.



(Transportation/Traffic cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 4, 1999 (5:30 – 6:00AM) 

Length: :30 

Subject: 

This report discussed the anticipated vote by BART board members on whether to build a 

third station along the Dublin-Pleasanton line.  BART opened the line two years before, 

but there was not enough money for a planned third station in west Dublin.  A Chicago 

developer proposed to build a new 40 million-dollar station.  In turn, the company would 

get the right to develop 17 acres of nearby BART land.  The project was to include a 

transit village with shops, hotels and housing. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 16, 1999 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:26 

Subject: 

This report reviewed a study that highlighted the reasons for increased Bay Area traffic 

congestion.  It was reported that since 1982, the Bay Area’s population increased 19%, 

but road capacity was up 22% with the number of miles driven up 43%.  A major reason 

was the lack of affordable housing that forced people to live further away from where 

they worked.  One project in development was a universal transit card that could be used 

on ferries, trains, BART and buses.   



HOUSING ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 29, 1999 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:19 

Subject: 

This report examined a Silicon Valley school district’s plan to guarantee affordable 

housing as an incentive when hiring teachers.  The extremely high cost of housing was 

making it unaffordable for teachers to work and live in the same area.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 8, 1999 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: :40 

Subject: 

This report announced that 16.5 million dollars in federal funds were going to be awarded 

to San Jose and Santa Clara County to build affordable housing units.  Affordable 

housing was especially aimed at people who were going from welfare to self-sufficiency. 

  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 17, 1999 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length: 1:46 

Subject: 

This report looked into a housing problem of an elderly San Francisco couple who was 

facing eviction due to the “Ellis Act.”  This state law allowed landlords to evict tenants if 

the landlord changed the use of a building.  In this case, the tenants lived above a 

restaurant operated by the landlord.  Tenant housing activists picketed at the location 

against the landlord who was not there, and could not be reached by the tenants. 



(Housing Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 21, 1999 (5:00 - 5:30AM) 

  October 21, 1999 (5:00 – 5:30PM) 

  October 21, 1999 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: :30, 2:00, :47 

Subject: 

These reports reviewed a housing problem in Oakland where a group of tenants were 

suing their landlord for a million dollars.  The 29 plaintiffs said they were tired of living 

in filth and squalor, and alleged that their apartments had dangerous electrical defects, 

broken pipes and peeling lead paint.  The landlord disputed the claims and insisted that 

the units were livable.  He said the new windows and carpets he installed in some of the 

apartments cost him $80,000.  He was cited and fined by the city for providing sub-

standard housing. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 10, 1999 (5:00  - 5:30PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject: 

This report reviewed a major new study that confirmed the Bay Area was the most 

expensive place in California to raise a family.  The study said that it took over $53,000 

for a family of two working parents to pay rent and the bills.  High Bay Area housing 

costs including ownership and rentals accounted for over $700 per month on the average. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 26, 1999 (6:00  - 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:08 

Subject: 

This report followed the slow growth housing measures in the East Bay where home 

construction had spread quickly in the previous decade.  Many residents believed that 

government had given developers too much of a free hand.  The “Livermore Cap 

Initiative” called for public approval for any housing project over 20 units, and in 

Pleasanton and San Ramon a public vote would be required for any project over 10 units. 

The construction industry claimed that builders would not tolerate public votes, and 

would abandon the cities taking the revenue with them. 



(Housing Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 6, 1999 (11:00  - 11:35PM) 

Length: 2:12 

Subject: 

This report examined the problem of hazardous, unreinforced masonry buildings that 

were considered potential killers in a big earthquake.  Although many had been 

retrofitted, or torn down, there were still many “brittle” housing units such as apartments 

and college campuses in the Bay Area.  These older buildings provided affordable 

housing for tenants that could least afford rent increases.  Owners were faced with the 

dilemma of strengthening their buildings, and financing the cost with rent increases that 

would force their tenants out. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 28, 1999 (6:00  - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:02 

Subject: 

This report reviewed the City of Oakland’s crackdown on slumlords.  Officials were 

expected to release the names of  the city’s twelve worst slumlords.  But 11
th

 hour 

conversions had some landlords agreeing to fix up their property so they could stay off 

the list.  This report showed one of the worst of the “dirty dozen.”  Another landlord who 

made the list insisted that he shouldn’t have, but city officials said he had code violations 

that extended over several years. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 2, 1999 (6:00  - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:41 

Subject: 

This report looked at a controversial solution to solve Silicon Valley’s housing crisis: 

higher density housing projects.  It suggested that more homes per acre would not 

sacrifice green space for families.  The housing would also remain close to rail and transit 

lines. 



MINORITY / RACE ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 8, 1999 (11:00  - 11:35PM) 

Length: :30 

Subject: 

This report showed how some Chinese-American families in San Francisco asked a judge 

to block the use of school registration and application forms.  The forms asked parents to 

specify the race of their children.  The dispute stemmed from a settlement with families 

over school admissions.  The two sides disagreed over whether the settlement allowed 

race to be considered as one factor in the admissions process.  The judge refused to block 

use of the forms, but was set to hear arguments early in the following month. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 2, 1999 (6:00  - 6:30PM) 

Length: :30 

Subject: 

This report covered the “25
th

 Annual Black Cowboys Parade and Festival.”  The parade, 

the only one of its kind in the country, commemorated the contributions of African 

Americans, and other minorities during the building of the west.  Hundreds of kids of all 

ages lined the parade route to catch a glimpse of the horses and exhibits. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 15, 1999 (6:00  - 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:14 

Subject: 

This report examined “Crack”, a controversial program by the non-profit organization 

“Children Requiring a Caring Community” that offered pregnant drug addicts $200 in 

cash if they agreed to get sterilized.  The controversy escalated to a protest in Oakland 

when billboards advertising the offer were posted.  Protestors accused the program of 

targeting minorities.  Critics of the program were appalled, but supporters offered praise. 



(Minority / Race Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 15, 1999 (6:00  - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:50 

Subject:  

This report reviewed a decision by Governor Davis to veto a bill that would have tracked 

racial profiling by police, specifically, traffic stops based on the color of the driver’s skin. 

The bill would have required law enforcement agencies to collect information on who 

was stopped, and why.  The governor vetoed the bill saying he didn’t think there was a 

problem.  Some of the governor’s strongest supporters were questioning their choice for 

governor, and many minorities who supported Davis felt betrayed. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 5, 1999 (5:00  - 5:30PM) 

Length: 1:39 

Subject: 

This report followed Rev. Jesse Jackson’s return trip to Silicon Valley pushing for more 

racial diversity in the high tech industry.  Jackson had criticized local companies for what 

he called economic apartheid.  This time around he urged the high tech industry to close 

the workforce gap by reaching out to local youth.  He began his tour at a San Jose high 

school where he said companies must reach kids early on to break the digital divide.  

Jackson’s input was welcomed by some in the industry and criticized by others. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 5, 1999 (6:00  - 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:10 

Subject: 

This report looked into charges and countercharges of racism involving a history book 

about Menlo Park written by a professor hired by the historical association.  The 

professor said that the committee demanded that he delete references to African 

Americans and Jews.  Community activists said the Menlo Park power structure would 

like to forget they exist.  The historical association explained to an overflow crowd at a 

public meeting that it was only concerned about inaccuracies in the manuscript, and their 

decision to cancel the project had nothing to do with upper class Menlo Park’s attitude 

about its poor black neighborhoods.  They also said the professor’s portrayal of Jews was 

insensitive. 



(Minority / Race Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 21, 1999 (6:00  - 7:00AM) 

Length: :40 

Subject: 

This report reviewed how San Francisco school leaders were considering ways to bring 

racial balance to Lowell High School, one of the city’s top high schools.  Most of the 

students at Lowell were Asian American.  School leaders faced the challenge of 

integrating it without relying on affirmative action, which had been struck down by the 

courts.  They listened to community members at a meeting who were worried about re-

segregation. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 12, 1999 (6:00  - 7:00PM) 

  October 24, 1999 (7:00  - 8:00AM) 

Length: 1:48, 1:48 

Subject: 

In this report, Elizabeth Catlett, a living legend in the art world discussed her illustrious 

career that spanned more than fifty years.  Influenced by African art, her work explored 

the African American experience, especially the lives of black women.  The 84 year-old 

sculptor who also painted and sketched was the granddaughter of slaves, and explained 

that she never let racism restrict her dreams.  She never had any doubts that she was going 

to become an artist.    



SPECIAL NEWS REPORTS 

 

ABC 7 News provided several, in depth special news reports that examined a variety of 

issues important to the San Francisco Oakland San Jose Market.  The following are 

examples of these special, in-depth reports:  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 12, 1999 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

  November 14, 1999 (7:00 - 8:00AM) 

Length: 2:55, 2:55 

Subject: 

This report profiled three Bay Area teachers who were to be honored at the 10th Annual 

Disney Teacher Awards.  They were recognized for their creativity, a unique team 

teaching style, and their commitment to children.  The three candidates along with a 

select group of educators were eligible to be one of twelve finalists selected as top 

winners. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 14, 1999 (11:00  - 11:35PM) 

Length: 3:30 

Subject: 

This report provided an update on Watsonville’s dramatic recovery after the quake of ’89 

left much of downtown in ruins, and many people homeless.  The quake brought about 

major social and political change.  It united many community organizations at a time 

when a lawsuit was forcing the city to elect their council by district.  New coalitions 

brought change in government, and Hispanics who didn’t have a single representative on 

the council gained a majority that included the mayor. 



(Special News Reports cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 12, 1999 (6:00  - 7:00PM) 

  November 10, 1999 (5:00  - 5:30PM) 

  November 10, 1999 (6:00  - 7:00PM) 

Length: 7:22, :40, 2:38 

Subject: 

This investigative report examined a lawsuit that resulted from an alleged, repeated 

sexual assault on a Catholic priest by a bishop over two-years.  The priest claimed that the 

bishop coerced him into sex by threatening to use past scandals against him.  Attorneys 

for the bishop said he and the priest had a consensual sexual relationship, and believed 

the bishop was the victim of a big setup. 

Follow-up reports covered the announcement that prosecutors in the case of the alleged 

sexual assault had decided not to file charges.  They couldn’t find evidence of assault, but 

believed the priest was the victim of sexual harassment.  Through his attorney, the priest 

promised to continue with his lawsuit. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 11, 1999 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

  November 14, 1999 (9:00  - 10:30AM) 

Length: 4:01, 3:00 

Subject: 

This consumer report tested two frozen food dinners to see if after cooking they would 

look like the pictures on their boxes.  Two food experts assisted in the test.  It was 

determined that product #1 did not measure up it’s picture.  A spokesperson for the 

product said their intent was certainly not to deceive the consumer, and that their 

photography was done in a way that presented their food in the most attractive and 

appealing fashion possible.  Product #2 performed much better.  A spokesperson for this 

product said the result demonstrated the importance of high quality ingredients, the 

impact of employees dedicated to producing outstanding product, and the close 

relationship between the manufacturer and its customers. 



(Special News Reports cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 31, 1999 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

  November 2, 1999 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

  November 2, 1999 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 3:01, 2:25, 2:25 

Subject: 

Less than 48 hours before election day in San Francisco, producers of this report 

commissioned an election watchdog group to run a computer search of San Francisco’s 

nearly half-million voter database.  They found approximately 9,000 duplicate voter 

registrations.  This was possibly due to name changes or misspellings.  Election officials 

had no idea the problem was so pervasive.  They also found that 18 people had requested 

two absentee ballots, and that hundreds had failed to provide their home addresses when 

they registered, but gave addresses of mail drops instead.  The county also sent ballots to 

people that might not have existed.  They also found that at least 897 registered voters 

were dead.  These results were brought to the director of the Department of Elections who 

said it was not their job to detect voter fraud, and election workers tried to be diligent.  

She said that the research raised some troubling issues, and that she would act on it. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 16, 1999 (11:00  - 11:35PM) 

Length: 3:19 

Subject: 

This report reviewed how veterinarians were using medication to help dogs cope with 

psychological problems.  It discussed how dogs had mental disorders just like people, and 

that vets were prescribing human medication to help the family dog. 



(Special News Reports cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 17, 1999 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

  November 18, 1999 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 4:10, 4:06 

Subject: 

This special assignment report looked at how people were making their fortunes “on line” 

and becoming e-millionaires.  The biggest explosion in overnight fortunes at this time 

was on the internet.  Many of the vendors at the Comdex convention were hoping their 

new products would help them join the growing ranks of high tech millionaires.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 10, 1999 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 3:30 

Subject: 

This special assignment report went inside a state prison near the California/Mexican 

border, for a close-up look at a controversial weapon used to keep inmates under control. 

In the past, when there was a fight in the prison yard, guards had few options, and usually 

opened fire.  The “Hyrdo-Force”, a canon that shot a mixture of water and pepper spray 

over the heads of inmates would stop most fighting.  A group that monitored prisoner’s 

rights did not like the prison policy changes, and were concerned about the “Hydro-

Force.”  The corrections department dismissed the concerns of the group, and predicted it 

would save lives. 


