
 

ABC NEWS PROGRAMS — Third Quarter, 1999 

 

ABC WORLD NEWS THIS MORNING 

 Monday through Friday 

 5:00 - 5:30AM / 4:30 - 5:00AM PT 

 

 This morning news program provides viewers with late-breaking national and international 

 news, sports, weather, and financial reports.  Featuring separate and distinct fifteen-minute 

 segments, information about overnight events is constantly updated. 

 

GOOD MORNING AMERICA 
 Monday through Friday 

 7:00-9:00AM PT 

 

 Diane Sawyer and Charlie Gibson provide viewers with timely news reports, informative  

 features, weather information, and up-to-the minute interviews with world leaders. 

 

ABC's WORLD NEWS TONIGHT WITH PETER JENNINGS 
 Monday through Friday 5:30-6:00PM PT and 

 Monday 4:00-4:30PM / 5:00-5:30PM PT 

 

 ABC News Correspondent Peter Jennings keeps viewers informed about the day's news 

 events in this half-hour news review. 

 

ABC NEWS NIGHTLINE 
 Monday through Friday 

 11:35PM - 12:06:30AM PT - unless otherwise indicated 

 

 ABC News Correspondent Ted Koppel anchors this award winning news program which 

 provides in-depth discussion of current events. 

 

 NOTE: As news events warrant, ABC NEWS NIGHTLINE may be expanded.  Please 

  refer to the NIGHTLINE section for exact program times. 

 

ABC's WORLD NEWS NOW 
 Sunday through Thursday (Broadcast Day) 

 4:00 - 5:00AM PT / 4:00 – 4:30AM- Sunday 

 APRX. 2:12 - 5:00/4:30AM PT - Monday through Thursday 

 

 Comprised of thirty-minute segments, ABC's WORLD NEWS NOW offers up-to-date 

 news coverage including a mixture of live and taped coverage of domestic and  

 international news issues. 

 

ABC NEWS:  VANISHED 

 Thursdays (6 part series) 

 10:00  - 11:00PM PT 

 

 ABC News will present each week stories about people who have vanished into thin air, 

 either through their own volition, by indulging in modern fantasy of escape and adventure, 

 or by way of something much more depraved, like kidnapping and murder.   

 



NIGHTLINE IN PRIMETIME:  BRAVE NEW WORLD 

 Thursdays (8 part series) 

 10:00 - 11:00PM PT 

 

  ABC News will bring each week together a variety of artists, scholars and performers 

 to explore -- as a team -- complex issues of the human spirit.  Anchored by Ted Koppel 

 and reported by Robert Krulwich, this program explores how the fabric of our world is 

 changing in the most fundamental ways. 

 

20/20   
 

 This informational News magazine combines hard-hitting investigative reports, 

 newsmaker interviews,  compelling human interest and feature stories, and offers 

 viewers a chance to learn more about the world around them.  

  

 Mondays 

                 8:00    -    9:00PM PT 

 ABC News Correspondents Connie Chung and Charles Gibson anchor the new 20/20  

 Monday. 

 

 Wednesdays 

 10:00     - 11:00PM PT 

 ABC News Correspondents Diane Sawyer and Sam Donaldson anchor the new 20/20 

 Wednesday. 

 

 Fridays  

 10:00    - 11:00PM PT 

 ABC News Correspondents Barbara Walters and Hugh Downs anchor the new 20/20  

 Friday. 

 

 Sundays  

       9:00     - 10:00PM PT 

 ABC News correspondents Barbara Walters and Diane Sawyer anchor the new 20/20 

 Sunday.   

 

THIS WEEK WITH SAM DONALDSON AND COKIE ROBERTS 
 Sundays 

 8:00 - 9:00AM PT 

 

 ABC News Correspondents Sam Donaldson and Cokie Roberts anchor this news/interview 

 program which focuses on the latest news events.  Correspondents participate in roundtable 

 discussions with the world's leaders and policy makers.  David Brinkley continues his 

 insightful commentary. 

 

 NOTE: ABC Sports programs may necessitate the pre-emption or re-scheduling of various 

  news feeds. 

 

ABC's WORLD NEWS TONIGHT SATURDAY 
 Saturdays 

    6:30 - 7:00PM PT      

 

 This half-hour news program reviews the day's major events. 

 

 NOTE: ABC Sports programs may necessitate the pre-emption or re-scheduling of various 

  news feeds. 



ABC's WORLD NEWS TONIGHT SUNDAY 
 Sundays 

    5:30 - 6:00PM PT 

 

 This half-hour news program reviews the day's major events. 

 

NOTE: ABC Sports programs may necessitate the pre-emption or rescheduling of various  

news feeds. 

 

 

ABC NEWS PROGRAMS - Third Quarter, 1999 
 

ABC NEWS SPECIAL REPORTS - Third Quarter, 1999 

Tuesday, July 13, 1999 

   8:51:57 -   8:52:24AM PT "Railroad Killer" Arrested 

 *Squeezeback to full network 

 

Saturday, July 17, 1999 

 5:33:00 -   5:34:20AM PT Disappearance of JFK Jr. plane 

  

 6:28:20 -   6:30:42AM PT Disappearance of JFK Jr. plane 

 

 6:53:40 -   2:58:23PM PT Search for JFK Jr. plane 

 

Sunday, July 18, 1999 

   1:10:32 -   1:14:23PM PT President Clinton Statement 

   *Squeezeback to full network 

 

   1:31:56 -   1:32:13PM PT NTSB Briefing 

   *Squeezeback to full network 

 

   2:21:55 -   2:22:43PM PT NTSB Briefing 

    

 



Sunday, July 18, 1999 

   6:49:40 -   6:52:26PM PT/ Coast Guard Briefing 

 *Report to Pacific Time Zone only 

 

Monday, July 19, 1999 

   1:01:22 -    1:04:36PM PT Bessette Family Statement 

   2:41:27 -    2:45:39PM PT NTSB Briefing 

 

Wednesday, July 21, 1999 

   5:42:26 -    5:50:05AM PT JFK Jr. Body Found 

 

   6:00:38 -    6:09:17AM PT JFK Jr. Body Found 

 

  12:49:04 - 12:49:18PM PT Bessette Sisters Found 

 

Thursday, July 22, 1999 

   6:02:07 -   7:08:01AM PT JFK Jr's Burial 

   12:38:02 - 12:44:47PM PT JFK Jr's Burial 

 

Friday, July 23, 1999 

   7:00:00 -  9:58:52AM PT JFK Jr's Burial 

 

Thursday, July 29, 1999 

   2:49:25 -   2:42:46PM PT Shooting in Atlanta Office Building 

 

   5:27:23 -   5:29:33PM PT Shooter in Atlanta found dead 

 *Report to Pacific Time Zone only 

 

   5:30:46 -  5:31:15PM PT Shooter in Atlanta found dead 

 *Squeezeback to Pacific Time Zone only 

 

Tuesday, August 10, 1999 

   11:47:36 - 11:50:45AM PT Shooting in Los Angeles area 

   Jewish Community Center 

 

   12:36:04 - 12:39:42PM PT Shooting in Los Angeles Area 

   Jewish Community Center 

 

Wednesday, August 11, 1999 

   9:45:25 -   9:47:01PM PT Los Angeles gunman surrenders 

 *Live Report to Pacific Time Zone only 



 

ABC NEWS SPECIALS - Third Quarter, 1999 
Sunday, September 5, 1999 

"Teens: What Makes Them Tick? with John Stossel - John Stossel takes another look at teenagers and 

their amazing energy and creativity.  He reports on new scientific studies on teenage brains, which may 

explain why teenagers think so differently from adults, and other studies that demonstrate conclusively that 

teenagers are physically superior. 

 

Sunday, September 12, 1999 

"The Barbara Walters Special" - Barbara Walters spends a revealing hour with three diverse talents: 

Liam Neeson, star of this summer's blockbuster, "Star Wars:  The Phantom Menace"; Grammy Award-

winning superstar Celine Dion; and two-time Oscar-winning icon Elizabeth Taylor. 

 

Tuesday, September 14, 1999 

"Behind Closed Doors with Joan Lunden VIII" - ABC's Joan Lunden once again takes viewers to a 

place rarely -- if ever-- seen by the public.  Joan takes an inside look at life in the fast lane by taking 

viewers behind the wheel with NASCAR race driving superstar, Jeff Gordon, and hitting the floor as a 

trader on the frenetically paced New York Stock Exchange.  Also, Joan goes behind the closed doors of the 

DeBeers diamond empire, where each year, diamonds worth billions of dollars make the journey from 

being graded to being worn on the red carpet by some of Hollywood's biggest celebrities. 

 

Sunday, September 19, 1999 

"Is America #1? with John Stossel -  John Stossel travels around the globe to compare America with life 

elsewhere.  Why are some countries rich, while others are poor?  Stossel explores what it is about America 

that accounts for its inventiveness and prosperity.  He reports that of all the factors that affect the success of 

a nation -- such as climate, geography and luck -- nothing matters as much as economic and cultural liberty.   

 

 

 

THIS WEEK WITH SAM DONALDSON AND COKIE ROBERTS - Third Quarter, 1999 
Sunday, July 4, 1999 

 TOPIC: Hillary Clinton Kicks Off Senate Campaign 

 GUEST(S): Susan Molinari 

  Frmr. U.S. Representative (R-NY) 

 

  Geraldine Ferraro 

  Frmr. Vice-Presidential Candidate 

  Frmr. New York Senate Candidate 

 

 TOPIC: The Battle over the Surplus:  Tax Cuts and Medicare 

 GUEST(S): Senator Tom Daschle (D-SD) 

  Minority Leader 

 

  Rep. John Kasich (R-OH) 

  Chairman, House Budget Committee 

 

Sunday, July 11, 1999 

 TOPIC: Sunday Morning Exclusive on the Patients' Bill of Rights 

 GUEST(S): Senator Ted Kennedy (D-MA) 

  Labor and Human Resources Committee 

 

 TOPIC: Domestic Policy Moves to the Forefront 

 GUEST(S): John Podesta 

  Chief of Staff to the President 

 



 TOPIC: US Women's Soccer Team takes Center Stage 

 GUEST(S): Donna De Varona 

  Chairwoman of the 1999 Women's World Cup 

  Organization Committee 

 

 TOPIC: This Week on the Campaign Trail 

 GUEST(S): Bill Kristol joins Hillary Clinton's "Listening Tour" 

  in Upstate New York 

 

Sunday, July 18, 1999 

 TOPIC: John F. Kennedy Jr. & his wife, Carolyn, Missing in Plane Crash 

 GUEST(S): Rear Admiral Richard Larrabee 

  U.S. Coast Guard 

 

  Rep. Edward J. Markey (D-MA) 

  

  Michael Beschloss 

  Presidential Historian 

 

  John Nance 

  ABC News Aviation Consultant 

 

Sunday, July 25, 1999 

 TOPIC: The Loss of John Kennedy, Jr. 

 GUEST(S): His Eminence Bernard Cardinal Law 

  Archbishop of Boston 

 

  Reverend Jesse Jackson 

   

  John Seigenthaler 

  Kennedy Family Friend 

 

  Thomas Moore 

  Author, Care of the Soul 

 

Sunday, August 1, 1999 

 TOPIC: Should new laws be passed? 

 GUEST(S): Rep. Carolyn McCarthy (D-NY) 

  Conferee, Juvenile Justice Crime Bill 

 

  Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-AL) 

  Youth Violence Subcommittee, Chairman 

  Conferee, Juvenile Justice Crime Bill 

 

 TOPIC: Will Americans get a tax cut? 

 GUEST(S): Sen. John Breaux (D-LA) 

  Finance Committee 

 

  Sen. Phil Gramm (R-TX) 

  Finance Committee 

 

Sunday, August 8, 1999 

 TOPIC: Tax Cut Showdown 

 GUEST(S): Sen. Trent Lott (R-MS) 

  Majority Leader  



  Lawrence Summers 

  Secretary of the Treasury 

 

 TOPIC: Hillary Clinton: The Talk of the Town 

 GUEST(S): Ed Koch (D-NY) 

  Former Mayor of New York 

 

  Jimmy Breslin 

  Columnist, New York NewsDay 

 

Sunday, August 15, 1999 

 TOPIC: The Ames Straw Poll:  The First Test for 

  Republicans in Campaign 2000 

 GUEST(S): Steve Forbes 

  Republican Presidential Contender 

 

 TOPIC: George Stephanopoulos 

  ABC News Analyst 

 

 TOPIC: Money and Politics:  Can the Presidency be bought? 

 GUEST(S): Reverend Jesse Jackson 

  Founder, Rainbow/Push Coalition 

 

  Senator Mitch McConnell (R-KY) 

  Chairman, National Republican Senatorial Committee 

 

Sunday, August 22, 1999 

 TOPIC: The Controversy Over Cocaine:  George W. Bush's 

  Answers Raise More Questions 

 GUEST(S): Governor Frank Keating (R-OK) 

   

  Dan Quayle 

  Former U.S. Vice President 

 

 TOPIC: Gridlock in the Skies: Airport Delays More Than  

  Double in '99 

 GUEST(S): James Garvey 

  Administrator, Federal Aviation Administration 

 

  George Bethune 

  Chairman and CEO, Continental Airlines 

 

Sunday, August 29, 1999 

 TOPIC: Justice Department's New Disclosures about Waco Raid 

  Prompt Reinvestigations 

 

 GUEST(S): Bob Ricks 

  Former FBI Special Agent 

 

  Michael Caddell 

  Davidian Family Attorney 

 

 TOPIC: Whistleblower Resigns Amidst New Allegations in 

  Los Alamos Spy Case 

 

  



GUEST(S): Notra Trulock 

  Former Deputy Chief of Intelligence 

  Department of Energy 

 

 TOPIC: An Inside Look at Political Focus Groups 

 

 GUEST(S): Frank Luntz 

  Republican Pollster 

 

Sunday, September 5, 1999 

 TOPIC: Waco: New Tapes, New Questions, New Investigations 

 GUEST(S): Sen. Phil Gramm (R-TX) 

  Sen. Charles Schummer (D-NY) 

   

  Joseph diGenova 

  Former US Attorney; Former Independent Counsel 

 

  Gerry Spence 

  Defense Attorney for Brandy Weaver, (Ruby Ridge) 

 

Sunday, September 12, 1999 

 TOPIC: Will East Timor become a Problem for the U.S.? 

 GUEST(S): Samuel Berger 

  National Security Adviser 

 

 TOPIC: Answers to "Dark Questions" about Waco? 

 

 GUEST(S): Sen. John Danforth (R-MO) 

  Special Counsel 

 

 TOPIC: Is the Department of Justice Out of Control? 

 

 GUEST(S): Sen. Patrick Leahy (D-VT) 

  Judiciary Committee, Ranking Member 

 

  Sen. Robert Torricelli (D-NJ) 

  Judiciary Committee 

 

Sunday, September 19, 1999 

 TOPIC: Bill Bradley Closes On Al Gore 

 GUEST(S): Sen. Bill Bradley 

  Democratic Presidential Candidate 

   

 TOPIC: The President Refuses to Explain Clemency for  

  Puerto Rican Prisoners 

 GUEST(S): Rep. Vito Fossella (R-NY) 

 

  Rep. Charles Rangel (D-NY) 

 

Sunday, September 26, 1999 

 TOPIC: Bradley Scores High Endorsement 

 GUEST(S): Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan (D-NY) 

 

  



TOPIC: Gore and Bradley Share the Stage at DNC Meeting 

 GUEST(S): Sunday Morning Exclusive 

  Mayor Ed Rendell (D-PA) 

  Incoming Chairman Democratic National Committee 

 

 

ABC News:  Vanished - Third Quarter, 1999 

Thursday, July 1, 1999 

"Abducted" - Diane Sawyer examines the case of Stephen Fagan, who abducted his two daughters more 

than 20 years ago.  In the midst of a bitter custody, Mr. Fagan took the two girls; in an elaborate charade, 

that would last 20 years, he told the girls their mother had died, changed his name and took the girls to a 

life of luxury in Palm Beach.   

 

Thursday, July 8, 1999 

"Stolen in the Night" - Peter Jennings explores the historic case of the Lindbergh kidnapping and the 

events that unfolded between 1927 and 1935 in the life of the first media superstar, Charles A. Lindbergh.   

This program features the first look ever at the Lindbergh marriage and the impact the kidnapping of their 

son, Charlie, had on their relationship.  

 

Thursday, July 15, 1999  

"Lost at Sea" - Jay Schadler reports on the last journey of a ship whose crew battled "the Storm of the 

Century".  The Andrea Gall, a commercial fishing vessel left port in Gloucester, Massachussettes in late 

September, 1991, and was never seen again. 

 

Thursday, July 22, 1999 

"Foul Play" - Cynthia McFadden examines the mysterious disappearance of Madalyn Murray O'Hair, her 

son and granddaughter in 1995.  She became the "most hated woman in America," a title she bore with 

honor, after she won a historic victory in the Supreme Court to ban prayer in public schools.  

 

 

Nightline in Primetime:  Brave New World - Third Quarter, 1999 

Thursday, July 29, 1999 

"Speed" - Anchored by Ted Koppel and reported by Robert Krulich, this broadcast looks at how speedy 

machines are speeding up the pace of life.  Will we ever slow down.  What is it about speed that is so 

attractive? Will we ever slow down? 

 

Thursday, August 5, 1999 

"Human Machines" - We are putting more and more machines in our bodies, artificial knees, kidneys, 

retinas…what happens when machines enter the brain?  What happens when people and their machines 

become one?  Robert Krulich and computer guru, Danny Hillis discuss these questions. 

 

Thursday, August 12, 1999 

"Family" - Robert Krulich visits the home of a couple in Grand Rapids, MI, who have opened their home 

to children available for adoption lingering in the files month after month and no one taking them.  This 

story tells of how the couple transforms a group of children from different backgrounds, languages and 

arriving at different ages into a family. 

 

Thursday, August 19, 1999 

"Cloning" - In this broadcast, Robert Krulich talks with Princeton University's Lee Silver about cloning.  

Why not clone a human? 

 

Thursday, August 26, 1999 

"The Sixth Extinction?" - Creatures, big and small, are disappearing at an alarming rate.  This time, since 

humans are doing the damage, and humans -- unlike meteors -- can think, maybe this time humans can live 

through a mass extinction, maybe even prosper?  Robert Krulich talks with paleontologist David Jablonski 

of the University of Chicago and The Field Museum.. 



Thursday, September 2, 1999 

"Looking for Life" - Suppose we do find life in our solar system?  Most probably it won't be a big, green, 

scary movie alien, but a little microbe in a rock.  What conversation can you have with a microbe?  Robert 

Krulich talks with Neil Tyson, director of Hayden Planetarium at New York's American Museum of 

Natural History. 

 

Thursday, September 9, 1999 

"Hope:  A Case Study" - Robert Krulich reports on: two brain surgeons -- husband and wife -- who deal 

with dramatic, high-risk patients; both try to be top-flight surgeons, cutting edge researchers, teachers, with 

time left for their two little girls and rigorous exercise.  And while they hope to have it all…if anything  

goes wrong, they can't. 

 

Thursday, September 16, 1999 

"Beyond Atoms" - Atoms are small, but quarks are smaller.  And now, even smaller than quarks, a new 

notion of what everything in the universe is made of: Dancing, vibrating, pulsating "strings."  A musical 

tribute to the New Physics, featuring Robert Krulwich's conversation Professor Brian Greene, author of 

"The Elegance Universe." 

 

 

20/20 - Third Quarter, 1999 

Friday, July 2, 1999 

―CLEANING UP‖ - Chris Wallace asks what’s your cleaner doing when you’re not at home?  Hidden 

cameras capture an outrageous crime committed right in your own home.  You shire someone to clean, but 

are you really hiring a thief?  Cleaning people caught in the act, sneaking around, stealing cash and your 

trust.  MAID SERVICE (Producer - Jackie Payson, PA - Erika Starke) 

 

―BACK ON THE TRACK‖ -  Perri Peltz profiles Terri O’Connell who until a few years ago was known 

as up and coming young race car driver J.T. Hayes. Born male but wishing she were female, Terri had sex 

reassignment surgery in 1992. Although she gave up her dream of professional racing after the surgery, she 

is now determined to return to the sport, albeit with a different gender. Ms. Peltz reports that she is now 

seeking sponsors and dreams of someday racing in the Indianapolis 500.  

RACE CAR DRIVER  (Producer - Judy Tygard, PA - Brian Hale) 

 

―OUT FOR BLOOD‖  -  How are you coping with what some believe could be the worst mosquito season 

in years?  Following tests which literally used human beings as “insect bait,” Arnold Diaz reports on which 

mosquito products worked well and which ones researchers scratched off their lists.  BUG ZAPPERS  

(Producer - Greg Fisher, PA - Tom Goldstone) 

 

Sunday, July 4, 1999 

―TOO OLD TO DRIVE‖ -  Chief correspondent Chris Wallace reports on the dangerous driving habits of 

some of the elderly, and the politics surrounding age-based testing.  ELDERLY DRIVERS (Producer – 

Stewart Harris, PA – Phoung Nguyen) 

 

―THE BIGGER THE BETTER?‖  - Arnold Diaz reports on food portions in America.  It’s the latest 

trend – fast food shops and restaurants stuffing their pockets by piling your plate – the portions are huge 

and so are we.  MEGA PORTIONS (Producer – Glenn Ruppel; PA – Myrna Toledo) 

 

―THE GOVERNMENT KNOWS BEST‖  -  John Stossel reports on how two restaurants fight back after 

being accused of gender bias by the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission.  JOE’S CRAB  

(Producer - Frank Mastropolo, PA - Myrna Toledo) 

 

―SECRETS OF THE HEART‖ -  Dr. Nancy Snyderman reports on a medical condition that even most 

doctors don’t know exists, but when it strikes, the results can be deadly.  Teenagers are the usual victims – 

you may have heard stories of apparently healthy teens unexpectedly and suddenly dying.  SUDDEN 

TEEN DEATH SYNDROME (Producer – Andrea Fleischer; PA – Richelle Rogers) 

 



Monday, July 5, 1999 

―THE HANDS OF FATE‖  - Bill Ritter reports on the sometimes dangerous act of “moshing” which is 

gaining in popularity with teens at rock concerts. Six kids reportedly have died worldwide and thousands 

are injured every year from the practice, which consists of diving off the stage onto the crowd and “surfing” 

over the heads of the spectators.  Should concert security be doing more to prevent what many kids say is 

all in good fun?  MOSHING  (Producer - Catherine Upin, PA - Brian Hale) 

 

―MYSTERY AT SEA‖ -  In 1945 a captain was court-martialed, blamed because his ship went down 

during WWII.  Most men perished in hideous deaths at sea – attacked by sharks – dying of thirst.  It was a 

terrible tragedy and almost forgotten.  Recently, Hunter Scott set out to pursue the truth and restore the 

honor of the captain and his crew.  MYSTERY AT SEA (Producer - Sam Fine, PA - Hillery Tullin) 

 

―G.M.A.B. DAY GLOW HOUSES‖ -  Wild, colorful houses - their owners think they look great, but a lot 

of people don’t.  Do towns and cities have the right to tell people how to live their lives - what to do with 

their property?  John Stossel investigates.  G.M.A.B. DAY GLOW HOUSES (Producer - Frank 

Mastropolo) 

 

Wednesday, July 7, 1999 

―WATCHING THE NANNY‖ -  You hire a nanny to watch your child.  But have you ever asked yourself 

who’s watching the nanny?  Do you know what goes on in your home when you’re away?  Is your child 

being looked after in a caring way?  Most parents would probably say yes, but Perri Peltz shows us just 

how wrong many parents can be and the extreme steps parents can take to uncover the dangerous truth.  

BABY WATCH (Producer – John Siceloff, Nina Alvarez; AP – Phu Nguyen) 

 

―DEADLY HATE‖  - White supremacist Benjamin Smith went on a shooting spree – spraying bullets and 

racial hatred across two states.  When it was over, a black former baseketball coach and a korean graduate 

student were dead and 9 others wounded.  The shooter then turned the gun on himself.  Diane Sawyer 

brings us an unsettling account of a man’s hatred in his own words and an exclusive interview with 

Elizabeth Sahr, Smith’s former girlfriend.  SMITH’S GIRLFRIEND (Producer – Tom Berman; AP – 

Jason Maloney; PA – James Wang)  

 

―JUROR NUMBER 10‖ - Co-anchor Sam Donaldson speaks to Gillian Guess, an aspiring actress working 

on her master’s degree in law and psychology, who admits to having sex with a murder defendant while 

participating in his trial as a juror.  JUROR # 10  (Producer - Harry Philips, PA - Phoung Nguyen) 

 

―WAKING UP TOO SOON‖ - A bizarre experience you won’t believe.  It happens to thousands of 

patients in the operating room.  They’ve been put under with anesthesia, but it isn’t enough.  You’re 

desperate to cry out, but you can’t - you struggle to move, but you’re paralyzed - the doctor thinks you’re 

asleep but you’re not.  We’ll show you how it can happen and the revolutionary machine that may end the 

nightmare.  ANESTHESIA AWARE (Producer - Barb Koster, PA - Brian Hale, Correspondent - Bill 

Ritter) 

 

Friday, July 9, 1999 

―A MURDEROUS ENCOUNTER‖  - 18-year-old honor student and athlete Jeremy Strohmeyer’s brutal 

sexual assault and murder  of 7-year-old Sherrice Iverson in a Los Vegas casino bathroom shocked the 

nation. Now for the first time, the Long Beach, California teen sentenced to life without parole and his 

parents tell their story and offer a warning to other families. Barbara Walters’ exclusive interview airs on 

ABC News “20/20 Friday.”  TEEN KILLER  (2 PARTS)  (Producer - Joanna Breen, PA’S - Michelle 

Spahn, Minda Allarde, Eric Strauss) 

 

―UNDER YOUR SKIN‖ -  It’s well-known that too much exposure to the sun can cause long-term 

damage to your skin.  But how can you tell if you’re spending too much time in the sun?  Correspondent 

Sylvia Chase examines a new camera that can show how your skin will look years into the future.  UV 

DETECT  (Producer-Barb Koster, PA - Marni Harriman) 

 



―GROWING YOUNGER‖ --  The secrets of staying young!  Why do some people age so little?  Dr. 

Michael Roizen says he knows the secrets that can make you act and feel younger than you are.  And he 

thinks it depends of what you eat, whether you own a dog, even how often you have sex.  Bill Ritter and the 

surprising ways you might add one, five even 25 years to your life.  REAL AGE (Producer – Siobhan 

Nolan; PA – Erin Healy) 

 

Sunday, July 11, 1999 

―HOLLYWOOD’S UNLIKELY HERO‖ -  Ever since a young black journalist named Mumia Abu 

Jamal was arrested on the scene of a vicious merger, passions have run high on all sides of the case.  With 

time running out for Jamal, the struggle by his supporters to save him from execution has reached a critical 

stage.  MUMIA (Producer - Harry Phillips, AP - Yaro Velez, AP - Phu Nguyen) 

 

‖FACING THEMSELVES‖ --  Obsessive mirror checking may seem normal for many teens in their 

formative years, but is the image some see causing severe angst to the point of contemplating suicide in 

some cases?   John Stossel reports on teenagers struggling with body dysmorphic disorder (BDD), a 

medical condition in which the brain distorts the body image, refocusing attention on parts or areas they are 

unsatisfied with.  BDD (Producer – Steve Brand) 

 

―THE BUZZ ON BUG SPRAYS‖ - Sylvia Chase and The Good Housekeeping Institute put insect 

repellents to the test – which ones work the best and which ones don’t.  BUG SPRAY (Producer – 

Valerie Parker) 

 

Monday, July 12, 1999 

―HMOs – WHO’S REAPING THE BENEFITS‖ --  For many people who are frustrated with their 

health coverage and the ability to choose their own doctors, republicans and democrats are fighting over a 

“Patients Bill of Rights.”  It will decide just what rights millions of you will have when you deal with your 

HMO or managed care company.  Advocates for the mentally ill say mental health problems are more 

common than cancer or heart disease affecting one in five families.  Yet insurance providers have slashed 

coverage drastically over the past ten years.  Lynn Sherr with the story of one family who feels a company 

put profits first, with tragic results.  HMO SUITS (Producer – Catherine Upin; PA – Brian Hale) 

 

―THE GREAT PRETENDER‖ - Connie Chung with an astounding story of trickery and deception.  

Michael Backman - career criminal.  He pretended to be the nephew of Diana Ross, he conned a 

congressman, he even scammed the military.  But his most incredible deception was yet to come - a grown 

man going back to high school pretending to be a teenager/  HIGH SCHOOL HIDEOUT (Producer - 

Teri Whitcraft, PA - Jean Alter) 

 

―HANDWASHING‖ -  Washing your hands may be the single most important thing you can do to protect 

your health.  Dr. Timothy Johnson with an urgent health warning.  Washing your hands – a simple habit 

that may protect your health and maybe your life.  HANDWASHING (Producer – Steve Brand) 

 

Wednesday, July 14, 1999 

―THE ART OF THE CAR DEAL‖ - “Car packing” is a deceptive practice in which car dealers quote 

bogus figures to entice buyers to accept financing and payment terms they might otherwise reject.  Sam 

Donaldson’s hidden camera investigation.  CAR PACKING  (Producer - Ann Sorkowitz, PA - Susan 

Kriskey, Phoung Nguyen) 

 

―TOM CRUISE‖ --  In his first broadcast interview, Tom Cruise talks about the making of “Eyes Wide 

Shut,” and the sudden loss of director Stanley Kubrick. The exclusive interview, conducted by Diane 

Sawyer, will air in two parts.  TOM CRUISE (Producer – Dennis O’Brien; AP – Susan Kriskey) 

 

―THE BOY IN THE CAGE‖ -  John Quinones tells the story of a little boy.  He spent two years eating 

and sleeping confined in a cage, 20 hours a day for two years – and child welfare officials let it happen.  

His situation might make you despair of what some children have to endure, but this story takes a turn that 

will life your spirits and restore your faith in humanity.  CAGED BOY (Producer - Sara Koch, PA - 

Sandra Temko) 



Friday, July 16, 1999 

―AFTER THE CRASH‖ --  Last week, one of the largest personal injury claim settlements ever was 

awarded to a family who sued the General Motors corporation after the fuel tank of their vehicle exploded, 

leaving six people severely burned. In light of this decision, “20/20’s” Arnold Diaz reports on this alarming 

safety problem -- gas tanks that may leak potentially dangerous amounts of fuel. Affecting thousands on the 

road, many survive high-speed collisions only to battle car fires -- fires that often result in death. “20/20” 

reveals never-before-seen footage of experimental government tests which show that some popular 

automobiles fail to protect from gas tank spillage in 50 mph crashes.  CAR FIRES (Producer – David 

Shapinsky, Glenn Ruppel; PA – James Altman) 

 

―THE STRANGEST LOVE STORY OF ALL‖ - It was a story that made headlines and prompted a 

Tony Award-winning play called “M Butterfly,” and then a movie of the same title. The protagonists were 

a French attaché stationed in China, who fell in love with an actor/singer from the Beijing opera. Over an 

18-year period there were clandestine meetings, espionage, and a child. And for all those years, the 

Frenchman never knew the most important thing about the affair -- that the “woman” he loved was a man.  

MADAME BUTTERFLY (Producer – Joy Ciarcia-Levy) 

 

―Give Me A Break‖ - Little entrepreneurs can get so tangled up in government red tape that it becomes 

impossible for them to do business.  John Stossel believes all those rules and regulations can kill a good 

idea forever.  STUPID RULES (Producer-Frank Mastropolo, PA-Myrna Toledo) 

 

Sunday, July 18, 1999 

J.F.K., Jr.  

 

Monday, July 19, 1999 

J.F.K., Jr. 

 

Wednesday, July 21, 1999 

―SECRET SERVICE FOR J.F.K.‖ --  Lynn Sherr speaks with three of the secret service agents who 

remember John Kennedy, Jr.  SECRET SERVICE (Producer – David Fitzpatrick; AP – Sandra 

Temko; PA – Donna Hunter) 

 

―FREE MONEY‖ – Arnold Diaz with a follow up on  a company that promises parents scholarship money 

for college.  SCHOLARHSIPS (Producer – David Fitzpatrick; AP – Angela Chambers) 

 

―THE LITTLE DOG THAT COULD‖ --  Often, those of us who love dogs feel that they can read our 

mood.  But how many of us can say that our dog can sense our every need?  Bob Brown tells a story of a 

little dog whose job it is to do just that.  His name is Delta, and he’s not like any dog you’ve ever met 

before.  AMAZING DOGS (Producer - Barbara Nienaltowski, PA - Rosa Cho) 

 

Friday, July 23, 1999 

―J.F.K., Jr. MEMORIAL SERVICE‖ --  Coverage of service for John Kennedy and Carolyn Bessette.  

MEMORIAL SERVICE (Producer – Martin Clancy; AP – Christina Romano; PA – Minda Allarde; 

PA – Myrna Toledo) 

 

―CAROLINE KENNEDY‖ --  Lynn Sherr on the life of Caroline Kennedy.  CAROLINE KENNEDY 

(Producer – Teri Whitcraft; AP – Valerie Parker; AP – Stefanie Hirsh; PA – Eric Strauss; PA – 

Mary Healy) 

 

―THE HIGH PRICE OF DRUGS‖ --  Brian Ross with an exclusive 20/20 investigation into allegation 

that a big drug manufacturer offered payments to prevent a cheaper generic version of one of its drugs from 

coming to market.  GENERIC DRUGS (Producer – Dave Rummel; PA – Myrna Toledo) 

 



Sunday, July 25, 1999 

―FAKE HATE‖ - Hate crimes in America have provoked outpourings of sympathy for the victims and 

outraged cries to bring the perpetrators to justice. But what if the victims and the perpetrators are one and 

the same? Deborah Roberts reports that faking hate crimes is a new way for con artists to rip off insurance 

companies, and that sometimes entire communities are fooled in the process.  FAKE HATE  (Producer - 

Sara Koch, PA - Sandra Temko) 

 

―GAMBLE OF HIS LIFE‖ -  Bill Ritter talks to Joe McNeely who is a compulsive gambler and took one 

last, extraordinary step to try to save himself – he begs a number of casinos themselves for help in 

conquering his addiction.  Instead of trying to help him, some of the casinos sent Lear jets and limousines 

to lure him back.  Now this former prize fighter is fighting back against the casinos he says wouldn’t let 

him to, and almost destroyed him.  GAMBLING (Producer - Burt Rudman, PA - Gail Rosenberg, 

Correspondent - Bill Ritter) 

 

―DR. SARNO’S CURE‖ – Millions of Americans suffer from chronic back pain.  We buy special pillows, 

special chairs, we do exercises, take pills and sometimes resort to surgery.  But there are times when none 

of it works.  John Stossel tells us about a controversial but simple treatment that could end your years of 

suffering.  DR. SARNO (Producer - Ene Riisna; PA - Deborah Runcie) 

 

Monday, July 26, 1999 

―THE YOUNG MAN’S CANCER‖ -  Dr. Timothy Johnson on the type of cancer to strike young males - 

Testicular cancer.  A recent study has shown a 60% increase in the disease over the last 30 years and no 

one is quite sure why.  But testicular cancer is 90% curable if its caught early.  The trouble is, most men are 

too shy or squeamish to do the one, simple thing that could detect the cancer - a self-examination.  

TESTICULAR CANCER (Producer - Carole Radziwill, AP - Angela Chambers) 

 

―A FATHER’S CHOICE‖ -  Connie Chung interviews John Cook, who made the gut-wrenching decision 

to turn his son, Andy over to the authorities on a double murder charge.  FATHER’S CHOICE (2 

PARTS)  (Producer - Alan B. Goldberg, AP - Reid Orvedahl) 

 

―Give Me A Break‖ - You may have seen them in your town...A corps of men and women who have taken 

to the streets...doing work that makes your neighborhood a little cleaner...A little nicer to live in.  They do 

it in exchange for a welfare check.  But not everyone likes it.  Some people say that forcing people to work 

for their welfare money smacks of slavery.  But John Stossel points out that’s absurd in this week’s “Give 

Me A Break!” G.M.A.B./WORKFARE (Producer-Frank Mastropolo, PA-Myrna Toledo) 

 

Wednesday, July 28, 1999 

―WHY DON’T WE CARE‖ -- It was a genocide that left behind over 800,000 dead in just three months, a 

country full of orphaned children, and refugees living in devastating poverty. Yet the Rwandan genocide 

received no NATO-like intervention, no involvement from the West and still, little assistance for the 

refugees who struggle to find clean water and food for their families. Deborah Roberts visits Rwanda and 

takes a look at why this humanitarian crisis received little international response, while Kosovo refugees 

received military intervention, humanitarian care and in some cases, even American citizenship.  

REFUGEES (Producer – Kathy McManus; AP – Gail Rosenberg) 

 

―JUVENILE JAILS‖ – OAD: 11/18/98 --  In recent years, crimes committed by teenagers have become 

so violent, states have begun punishing young offenders in prisons, rather than relying on the old system of 

detention centers and training camps.    This change in focus has fueled a growing debate among authorities 

and youth experts:  Do juvenile jails scare kids straight or turn them into career criminals?  JUVENILE 

JAILS (Producer - Robbie Gordon, AP - Sarah Walker, AP - Jason Rovou) 

 

―VIDEO VOYEURISM‖ – OAD: 1/29/99 --  Is somebody secretly watching your every move - even in 

your own home.  John Quinones tells us an extraordinary story about how a voyeur used high tech 

equipment to boldly watch his neighbors most private moments.  VIDEO VOYEURISM (Producer - Lee 

Hoffman, PA - Hillery Tullin, Correspondent - John Quinones) 

 



Friday, July 30, 1999 

―BROKEN PROMISES, SHATTERED LIVES‖ – OAD: 2/1/99 --  Connie Chung tells the story of 

good intentions that met a bad end.  Imagine walking into a meeting with mobsters while wearing a hidden 

microphone.  Think of the courage that takes.  Connie Chung talks to two men who did just that.  They 

weren’t undercover cops – they were ordinary citizens – they were reluctant, but a government anti-mob 

task force asked them to help.  NO PROTECTION (Producer - Bill McGowen, PA - Michelle Spahn) 

 

―WITHOUT DADDY‖ --  In an exclusive first interview, young tennis sensation Alexandra Stevenson 

spoke with ABC News’ Barbara Walters about how she felt when her father, Julius Erving (Dr. J), refused 

to admit he was indeed her father, how she felt when the details of her birth certificate were released, and 

whether she will see her father now.  ALEXANDRA STEVENSON (Producer -  Martin Clancy; AP – 

Phuong Nguyen) 

 

Sunday, August 1, 1999 

―WHY DID SCOTT DIE?‖ – Scott Krueger was a brilliant student with a promising future.  But just 

weeks after he left for college, he fell victim to too much alcohol.  Was his fraternity alone to blame, 

pressuring a student who wanted to belong?  Or did this renowned school fail to protect him from 

dangerous drinking?   MIT DRINKING (Producer - Clare Kaye, PA - Angela Chambers, 

Correspondent - Elizabeth Vargas)   

 

―SURVIVING A PILE-UP‖  -  What do you need to know about avoiding highway pile-ups?  Science 

reporter Michael Guillen examines how bad weather, optical illusions and misjudgements can lead to fatal 

multi-car crashes.  PILE-UPS  (Producer - Caron Shapiro, AP - Angela Chambers)  

 

―FEEL GOOD ABOUT FAILURE‖ – Do you live in a world where competition is frowned upon, all 

people are treated equally and no one is allowed to fail?  It’s part of a nationwide effort to make all children 

feel special – feel good about themselves above all else – you see it everywhere - from the classroom to the 

ball field.  Success without achievement, trophies without winners - some experts say, when these kids 

grow up, watch out.  SELF ESTEEM (Correspondent – John Stossel; Producer - Carrie Cook, PA - 

Gail Rosenberg)  

 

Monday, August 2, 1999 

Pre-empted 

 

Wednesday, August 4, 1999 

―WHO WILL SAVE THE CHILDREN‖ – Chris Wallace reports on children who are dying because 

their parents, who belong to a religious group called The Followers, believe that faith can heal – not the 

doctor.  They refuse to get medical help for their children – no matter how serious the situation.  FAITH 

HEALERS (Producer - Nancy Kramer, AP - Susannah Shipman, Correspondent - Chris Wallace) 
 

―TINA BROWN‖ --  Diane Sawyer interviews Tina Brown on the eve of the publication of her new 

magazine “Talk”.  TINA BROWN (Producer – Ann Reynolds; AP – Minda Allarde; PA – Gail 

Rosenberg) 

 

―VIATICAL SETTLEMENTS‖ - A growing number of people have offered up their life insurance 

policies for sale in a bizarre investment deal, and for the investors, it’s like placing a bet on when someone 

will die.  But, as Deborah Roberts reports, for some terminally ill patients, it’s become a painful lesson in 

the real cost of living on borrowed time.  VIATICAL SETTLEMENTS (Producer - Michael Salort, PA 

- Brian Hyland) 

 



Friday, August 6, 1999 

―A GOOD DOCTOR‖ --  Dr. Self was highly trusted and respected by his young patients. “We believe he 

absolutely saved our son’s life,” says one parent. But Dr. Self says he was fired from his job of over 12 

years because he spent too much time with his patients. Dr. Self claims that as CAMG relied more and 

more on HMOs for its income, he became concerned about the direction of the practice.   RUSHED 

DOCTORS (Correspondent – Lynn Sherr; Producer – Barbara Baylor; PA – Claudette Caravaggi) 

 

―BURIED ALIVE‖ --   Deborah Roberts with the inspiring story of a worker trapped when walls of dirt 

caved in on top of him, pinning him under tons of earth, 20 ft. down.  For 15 hours his fate was uncertain – 

his rescue was dramatic, but not as dramatic as his recovery.  BURIED ALIVE (Producer – David 

Peterkin; PA – Minda Allarde) 

 

―DO PARENTS MATTER?‖  --  Sylvia Chase on Judith Harris’s theory that parents really aren’t all that 

important when it comes to influencing the behavior of children.  She believes that mothers and fathers 

quickly lose their influence when children begin to leave the nest.  NURTURE ASSUMPTION 

(Producer – Jessica Velmans; PA – Erica Starke) 

 

Sunday, August 8, 1999 

―BROKEN PROMISES, SHATTERED LIVES‖ – Connie Chung tells the story of good intentions that 

met a bad end.  Imagine walking into a meeting with mobsters while wearing a hidden microphone.  Think 

of the courage that takes.  Connie Chung talks to two men who did just that.  They weren’t undercover cops 

– they were ordinary citizens – they were reluctant, but a government anti-mob task force asked them to 

help.  NO PROTECTION (Producer - Bill McGowen, PA - Michelle Spahn) 

 

―FINAL JOURNEY HOME‖ --  Jay Schadler with a poignant story on the final chapter of a tale that 

began more than a half a century ago when 10 young men vanished into thin air on a World War II 

bombing mission.  More than a half century later, on a remote Chinese mountain a fantastic discovery – 

will the families of the missing fliers finally learn the truth about when happened so they can bring their 

heroes home?  REMAINS (Producer – Michael Bicks, Jeremy Goldstein) 

 

Monday, August 9, 1999 

Pre-empted 

 

Wednesday, August 11, 1999 

Pre-empted 

 

Friday, August 13, 1999 

―BURNING THE EVIDENCE‖ --  The quiet and rural town of Green Bay, Wisconsin has been shaken to 

its roots, as a sensational and twisted story had dramatically unfolded in court. John Maloney, a former 

Green Bay Police arson investigator was charged with strangling his wife and then attempting to burn the 

evidence, including her body.  Bill Ritter brings viewers into the center of the heated courtroom, allowing 

an insider look at the dramatic turns of a trial in which the prosecution enlisted Maloney’s lover as an 

informant against him.  WISCONSIN MURDER (Producer – Justin Sturken, PA – Mary Healy)   

 

―DANGER IN THE STANDS‖ --  Arnold Diaz with a warning that could save you from serious injury.  

Danger lurking where you least expect it – the bleachers.  A special hazard for older people and children 

with their high steps, yawning gaps and no handrails.  BLEACHERS (Producer – Elisa Kasher; PA – 

Justena Kavanagh) 

 

Sunday, August 15, 1999 

Pre-empted 

 

Monday, August 16, 1999 

Pre-empted 

 



Wednesday, August 18, 1999 

―MEDICINE AND MURDER?‖  --  John Stossel with a bazaar story of Dr. Michael Swango - nearly 

every where this doctor goes patients die unexpectedly.  Investigators suspect he may be one of the most 

prolific serial killers in American history – leaving a trial of unsolved deaths from South Dakota to New 

York to a world away in Zimbabwe.  But he’s never been charged with murder.  SWANGO (Producer – 

Judy Tygard; AP – Dean Tsouvalas) 

 

―TALKIN’ TEENSPEAK‖  --  Deborah Roberts with the slang of teenagers of the 90s – many educators 

believe they are hurting their future by speaking this way and are taking drastic steps to do something about 

it.  TEEN BONICS (Producer – David Perozzi; PA – Eric Araya) 

 

Friday, August 20, 1999 

―THE HATE CONSPIRACY‖ --  The recent shootings in a Los Angeles Jewish community center were 

a frightening reminder of the prejudice and intolerance that still exists. Buford Furrows Jr., the reputed 

white supremacist who allegedly killed a postman and wounded five -- mostly children -- is said to have 

claimed his attack was “a wake-up call to America to kill Jews.” But did this hatred have roots in an earlier 

wave of extremist violence? “20/20 Friday” re-examines the evolution of one right-wing hate group called 

“The Order,” which mounted a reign of terror in the early 1980s. Meredith Vieira examines the conspiracy 

of hate, focusing on this group some called “America’s terrorists.” Did their platform of hate and violence 

spawn some of today’s vicious attacks on minorities in this country?  THE ORDER (Producer – Sam 

Fine; AP – Susan Forester) 

 

Sunday, August 22, 1999 

Pre-empted 

 

Monday, August 23, 1999 

Pre-empted 

 

Wednesday, August 25, 1999 

―Doctors, Lawyers, Car Crashes and You‖ - Arnold Diaz reports on “ambulance chasers,” street hustlers 

who monitor police radios and race to the scene of a crash to recruit clients for personal injury lawyers.  2 

also exposes lawyers and doctors who are exploiting the system for profit, allegedly submitting phony 

claims and falsified medical reports in cases in which they know no injury occurred.  Finally, Arnold Diaz 

reports on a frightening new method of committing insurance fraud for profit; bands of criminals who 

purposely create accidents involving innocent drivers so they can cash in on the insurance proceeds.    

INSURANCE FRAUD (2 PARTS)  (Producers - Janet Klein/Glenn Ruppel, PA - Jennifer Fukui) 
 

―Love…Lost and Found‖  --  Bob Brown with a story of love and how it can change just about 

everything…a man who once abandoned his young daughter and was reunited with her 25 years later…a 

story about a little girl whose fairy tale came true – she finally found the long-lost father that she had spent 

a lifetime searching for.  REUNION (Producer – Kayce Freed; PA – Stefanie Hirsh) 

 

―Backyard Wrestling‖ – Kids have always horsed around in the backyard imitating the action they see on 

TV.  So naturally, when pro-wrestling exploded onto the landscape a couple of years ago, boys were bound 

to fantasize about the possibilities.  But, as Deborah Roberts reports, you won’t believe that some of them 

have been up to since.  BACKYARD WRESTLING (Producer – Barb Nienaltowski; AP – Jim 

Altman; PA – Logan Nakyanzi) 

 

Friday, August 27, 1999 

―A Killer In Disguise‖ –  Forest Sawyer with a in-depth look at a case that involves one of the youngest 

women ever sentenced to life in prison in her state.  Lisa Michelle Lambert was  convicted of the gruesome 

murder of another teenage girl, a rival who had dated her boyfriend.  But it’s not just the vicious crime or 

the tender ages of those involved that make Lisa Lambert’s story so remarkable.  They’re just the starting 

point of a case that took on a bizarre and fascinating life of its own.  LISA LAMBERT (Producer - 

Janice Tobias, AP - Moira McCann, Eric Avram)  

 



Sunday, August 29, 1999 

Pre-empted 

 

Monday, August 30, 1999 

Pre-empted 

 

Wednesday, September 1, 1998 

 ―The Ride of Your Life‖  --  Arnold Diaz with a report on just how safe the rides at amusement parks 

really are.  CARNIVAL RIDES (Producer – Bonnie Vangilder; PA – Kathleen Hendry)  OAD 5/16/97 

 

―The Law Can't Touch Him‖  -  Since the day their daughter Kristin vanished without a trace from her 

California campus two years ago, Stan and Denise Smart have been tormented by unanswered questions.  

Although he has never been charged or arrested by the police, the Smarts have relentlessly pursued a young 

man who was the last known person to see Kristen alive.  They claim he holds the secret to their daughter’s 

disappearance.  Tom Jarriel reports, on ABC News 2 Monday.  SMART  (Producer - Catherine Upin, 

AP - Angela Chambers)  OAD 4/20/98 

 

―Gotcha!‖ –   Bill Ritter reports on tiny spy cameras.  The C.I.A. uses them – so do husbands trying to 

catch their wives in the act.  People using high-tech equipment, once available only to the CIA, to spy on 

members of their own family.  FAMILY SPYING (Producer – Barbara Koster; PA – Erica Starke) 

OAD 4/7/99 

 

Friday, September 3, 1999 

―A Father and His Furry‖ – Bill Ritter interviews Paul Neeley who is in prison after committing a violent 

crime after his daughter revealed a terrible secret – she made an accusation against someone he thought was 

a good friend and he took revenge.  RAPIST KILLER (Producer - Liza Finley, PA - Marni Harriman, 

Correspondent - Bill Ritter)  OAD 1/10/99 

 

―Get Off our Backs‖ -- Laws about how much water your toilet uses, laws about how your eggs are 

cooked, where will it all end?  John Stossel with a report on whether the government has become too bossy 

– are we sacrificing our freedom to too many silly laws.  NANNY STATE (Producer – Deborah Stone) 

OAD 4/5/99 

 

―Intimate Danger‖  --  Perri Peltz with a back-to-school warning on practicing safe sex.  Sexually 

transmitted diseases are more widespread and easier to get than H.I.V. – but most teens do not know how to 

properly protect themselves.  STDS (Producer – Gabriella Messina; PA – Ani Mozian) 

 

―American Spoken Here‖ --  You might think that in this age of instant communication and easy 

mobility, that Americans would begin to sound alike.  But most Americans still pretty much announce 

where they’re from  by the way they talk.  Hugh Downs with some fascinating new research from the 

University of Pennsylvania that suggests that American accents are getting even more distinct.  ACCENTS 

(Producer – Kira Kay) 

 

Monday, September 6, 1999 

―Dangerous Territory‖ – Jay Schadler with a story of thousands of thousands of young people  moving 

from bar to bar all night long, weekend after weekend.  Many of them still in high school, who have found 

a way to thwart the law in this Country, they’re too young to drink here.  Instead they cross the boarder to 

Tijuana looking for a night of fun.  TIJUANA DRINKING (Producer - David Perozzi, PA - Eric 

Araya)  OAD 3/17/99 

 

―Book Report‖  --  San Donaldson reports on outrageous errors in some of the most widely-used 

textbooks.  A well-respected former teacher says she was stunned to see her name on a textbook she didn’t 

write.  An eye-opening look at what your child might be learning in school.  TEXTBOOKS (Producer – 

Harry Philips; AP – Jason Rovou, PA – David Byrd)  OAD 4/2/99 

 



―Girls on the Team‖ – John Stossel looks at co-ed wrestling.  Soccer and softball are one think, but how 

do you feel about teenagers, in skin tight clothes, grappling and tugging, rolling around on top of each 

other.  More and more girls are joining the wrestling team and some people say that it breaks some kind of 

taboo.  WOMEN & WRESTLING (Producer - Frank Mastropolo, PA - Brian Hale)  OAD 2/28/99 

 

Wednesday, September 8, 1999 

―Recalled Stitches‖  --  Imagine going into the hospital for routine surgery.  Everything goes well until 

afterward.  Suddenly, you become ill, perhaps deathly ill with  no obvious explanation.  Dr. Nancy 

Snyderman says suspicion has fallen on one of the simple tools commonly used by surgeons.  SUTURES 

(Producer – John Bilotta; AP – John Garcia) 

 

―The War Hero‖  --  They say timing is everything, and for Senator John McCain, who has his eyes on the 

White House, the time seemed right to bring out a new book about his life.  As you may know, the Senator 

from Arizona is a war hero, the survivor of more than five years of brutal captivity in Vietnam.  Sam 

Donaldson brings us the story of his lifechanging ordeal.  McCAIN (Producer – Howard Rosenberg; AP 

– John Garcia) 

 

―Animal Overload‖  --  Perri Peltz with a story on people who are so fond of animals that they collect 

dozens, even hundreds of them, in their homes.  PET HORDING (Producer – Gwen Gowan; PA – 

Donna Hunter) 

 

Friday, September 10, 1999 

―Where is Baby Sabrina?‖ -  It has been three months since little Sabrina Aisenberg vanished without a 

trace.  Her parents say they tucked her in for the night and never saw her again.  What happened to baby 

Sabrina?  Do her parents know more than they’re telling?  The police seem to think so.  Deborah Roberts 

with the crime, the clues and the controversy.  What happened to baby Sabrina? WITHOUT A TRACE (2 

PARTS) (Producer-Nancy Kramer, PA-Stephanie Hirsh)  OAD 3/6/98 

 

―Yes to God‖  --  She said “yes” she believed in God and dies at Columbine High School.  But she wasn’t 

always such a bright light.  Lynn Sherr bring us the inspiring story of how Cassie Bernall’s mother and 

father took control and turned their daughter’s life around.  CASSIE BERNALL (Producer – Steve 

Schnee; PA – Brian Hale) 

 

Monday, September 13, 1999   8:00PM-9:00PM NYT 

―Throwaway Teens‖  --  Connie Chung with a story of outrage against our children.  Like thousands of 

others, they’re living on the streets, but they say they were kicked out of their homes by their own parents.  

Connie Chung takes us into a wold few people have ever seen.  An intimate family crisis – boys and girls 

who say they were driven from their homes because they’re gay.  GAY RUNAWAYS (Producer – 

Jessica Velmans; AP – Erica Starke) 

 

―Bigger, Bigger, Bigger‖  --  Perri Peltz with a revolutionary way for women to choose the size of their 

breasts.  A new kind of breast implant that’s expandable and lets women customize the size of their breasts.  

IMPLANTS (Producer – Joy Ciarcia Levy; PA – Donna Hunter) 

 

 ―Gary Coleman Update -  Jack Ford with an update on the former TV star.  GARY COLEMEN 

(Producer – Glenn Silber; PA – Gail Rosenberg) 

 

Wednesday, September 15, 1999 

―A FATAL VISION‖ --  He had a long history of run-ins with the law, paranoid delusions he reported to 

authorities – why was this man free to open fire in the hall of Congress?  Tom Jarriel has been looking into 

the background of the Capitol Hill gunman – was there a story behind this headline – was there something 

about the shooter that could have predicted what he might do?  CAPITOL GUNMAN (Producer – Mary  

Raffalli; PA – Marni Harriman) 

 



―#1 BOSS‖  --  Does the head of your company hand out ice cream to the workers?  Refuse fancy perks if 

you can’t have them, too?  Is he making everyone including secretaries and janitors rich?  Diane Sawyer 

talks to John Chambers, C.E.O. of Cisco Systems  -- his goal is to change daily life on this planet and to 

lead a company that functions like an Olympic team.  BEST BOSS (Producer Paul and Holy Fine; PA – 

Julie Doriofrio) 

 

Friday, September 17, 1999 

"Meningitis" - A swift and silent killer lurks among campuses across the country.  It is a contagious 

infectious disease called meningococcal meningitis and its rapidly destructive and often fatal consequences 

have promoted alarm. Dr. Nancy Snyderman shares information about growing incidence of meningitis on 

college campuses nationwide. 

 

"Beatles" - ABC News' Cynthia McFadden brings viewers an exclusive first look at a long-lost footage of 

the Beatles at Abbey Road Studios.  This rare film features the Beatles' 1968 recording of "Hey Bulldog."  

Fans worldwide will get the first glimpse of never-before-seen footage. 

 

"Unsolved Murder" - ABC News' Elizabeth Vargas takes us to the story of the unsolved murder of six-

year-old JonBenet Ramsey since her body was found in the Ramsey home on December 26, 1996.  Linda 

Arndt, the first detective to arrive at the scene now steps forward with new information, speaking for the 

first time to ABC.  Criticized for her handling the case, Ms. Arndt addresses the accusations of 

mishandling. 

 

Monday, September 20, 1999 

"Unsolved Murder" - ABC News' Tom Jarriel examines police records obtained that reveal uncertain 

evidence that may have resulted in the arrest and accusation of an innocent man.  It was a brutal murder, 

still unsolved -- and an arrest that destroyed lives:  Edmund Burke was arrested, charged and publicly 

accused of a savage murder.  Experts disagree on the certainity of the forensic dental evidence behind the 

arrest. 

 

"Illegal Immigrants" - Chris Wallace reports on residents in Douglas, Arizona who claim every day, 

immigrants from Mexico flood across the border into this town of 15, 000 -- so many that the U.S. Border 

Patrol can't keep up.  Now, some residents claim they need to protect themselves and their property.  Others 

say it is racism agains Mexicans. 

 

"Gratuities" - ABC News' Correspondent Bill Ritter examines why we tip for service. 

 

Wednesday, September 22, 1999 

"Yosemite Murders" - The brutal murder of four women and the alleged killer no one suspected; 

Elizabeth Vargas reports on the Yosemite National Park murders.  No one suspected that the all-American 

Cary Stayner may have been capable of murder.  Not even the FBI who interviewed him twice.   Ms. 

Vargas reports on the alleged killer none suspected. 

 

Friday, September 24, 1999 

"Farewell, Downs" - Hugh Downs, one of the most famous familiar faces in the history of American 

television, will anchor his last broadcast of ABC News "20/20".  ABC bids farewell as longtime anchor 

steps down after 21 years hosting and reporting for ABC's acclaimed newsmagazine, "20/20".  This 

program will feature Barbara Walters' candid interview with Mr. Downs; his report from Indonesia on 

epidemic problem Iodine Deficiency and poignant tribute to a man whose career has spanned more than 

half of the Century. 

 

Monday, September 27, 1999 

"Serving Justice" - In California's longest and most expensive murder trial, jurors were inundated by 

accounts of graphic violence of victims being tormented. Tom Jarriel speaks with jurors of the Charles Ng 

Trial, who handed him a death sentence for the violent murder of 11 people.  Some jurors say they still 

suffer emotional stress from the murder trial.   

 



"Sixth Sense" - Do animals have a sixth sense?  ABC News' Perri Peltz speaks with British biologist Dr. 

Rupert Sheldrake about his new book, "Dogs Know When Their Owners are Coming Home."  Dr. 

Sheldrake says animals can actually read minds.    

 

Wednesday, September 29, 1999 

"Columbine High School" - In an exclusive first interview, ABC News' Diane Sawyer speaks with 

Columbine shooting survivor Patrick Ireland regarding his fight for survival and miraculous recovery. 

 

"Carnie Wilson" - ABC News' Correspondent Deborah Roberts reports on singer Carnie Wilson who 

discusses her controversial decision to broadcast her liposuction over the internet 

 

"Pet Rescues" - Sylvia Chase explores amazing pet rescues. 

 

 

ABC NEWS NIGHTLINE - Third Quarter, 1999 

Thursday, July 1, 1999 

 TOPIC: Women's Soccer Breaking Through 

 

Friday, July 2, 1999 

 TOPIC: Commencement 1999 

 

Monday, July 5, 1999 

 TOPIC: A Doctor Makes a Difference 

 

Tuesday, July 6, 1999 

 TOPIC: Appalachia: The People & The Land 

 

Wednesday, July 7, 1999 

 TOPIC: New Hope  

 

Thursday, July 8, 1999 

 TOPIC: Kosovo: Searching for Reconciliation 

 

Friday, July 9, 1999 

 TOPIC: The World of Crossword Puzzles 

 

Monday, July 12, 1999 

 TOPIC: The Budget Surplus? 

 

Tuesday, July 13, 1999 

 TOPIC: An Innovative Design Company 

 

Wednesday, July 14, 1999 

 TOPIC: Diane Rehm, Finding Her Voice 

 

Thursday, July 15, 1999 

 TOPIC: A Chinese Immigrant Family 

 

Friday, July 16, 1999 

 TOPIC: Australia's Stolen Generations 

 

Monday, July 19, 1999 

 TOPIC: The Kennedy Coverage 

 

Tuesday, July 20, 1999 

 TOPIC: The 30
th

 Anniversary of Apollo 



 

Wednesday, July 21, 1999 

 TOPIC: The Pain of Uncertainity 

 

Thursday, July 22, 1999 

 TOPIC: Campaign Finance Reform 

 

Friday, July 23, 1999 

 TOPIC: Survivors Struggle to Carry On 

 

Monday, July 26, 1999 

 TOPIC: Controversy Over the Confederate Flag 

 

Tuesday, July 27, 1999 

 TOPIC: Immigrants Flock to NJ Town 

 

Wednesday, July 28, 1999 

 TOPIC: China Bans the Falun Gong 

 

Thursday, July 29, 1999 

 TOPIC: Mark Barton Kills 12, Then Himself 

 

Friday, July 30, 1999 

 TOPIC: Mark Barton's Last Words 

 

Monday, August 2, 1999 

 TOPIC: Richard Butler Rips Kofi Annan 

 

Tuesday, August 3, 1999 

 TOPIC: India Train Wreck Kills Over 200 

 

Wednesday, August 4, 1999 

 TOPIC: The Life of a Day Trader 

 

Thursday, August 5, 1999 

 TOPIC: A Bombing Survivor Confronts Blindness 

 

Friday, August 6, 1999 

 TOPIC: National Federation of the Blind 

 

Monday, August 9, 1999 

 TOPIC: Health Care Reform Battle on TV 

 

Tuesday, August 10, 1999 

 TOPIC: Shooting At Community Center 

 

Wednesday, August 11, 1999 

 TOPIC: Buford Furrow, A Troubled Man 

 

Thursday, August 12, 1999 

 TOPIC: Marines Train in the Three Block War 

 

Friday, August 13, 1999 

 TOPIC: Dino and Marth De Laurentiis 

 

 



Monday, August 16, 1999 

 TOPIC: Anxiety Over School Violence 

 

Tuesday, August 17, 1999 

  TOPIC: Death Toll Rises in Turkey Earthquake 

 

Wednesday, August 18, 1999 

 TOPIC: Search and Rescue Team in Turkey 

 

Thursday, August 19, 1999 

 TOPIC: U.S. Rescue Team Saves Lives in Turkey 

 

Friday, August 20, 1999 

 TOPIC: Court Case Over 31 Lost at Sea 

 

Monday, August 23, 1999 

 TOPIC: Life in Turkey After the Earthquake 

 

Tuesday, August 24, 1999 

 TOPIC: The George W. Bush Cocaine 

 

Wednesday, August 25, 1999 

 TOPIC: Elderly New Yorkers Looking For Love 

 

Thursday, August 26, 1999 

 TOPIC: The Story of Freddie Mae Baxter 

 

Friday, August 27, 1999 

 TOPIC: Extreme Wrestling is Catching On 

 

Monday, August 30, 1999 

 TOPIC: The Untold War in Kosovo 

 

Tuesday, August 31, 1999 

 TOPIC: Credit Cards and Consumers 

 

Wednesday, September 1, 1999 

 TOPIC: What Happened in Waco? 

 

Thursday, September 2, 1999 

 TOPIC: FBI Used Pyrotechnics in Waco 

 

Friday, September 3, 1999 

 TOPIC: 83-year-old Tennis Star 

 

Monday, September 6, 1999 

 TOPIC: Saving the Cape Hatteras 

 

Tuesday, September 7, 1999 

 TOPIC: Violence and Chaos in East Timor 

 

Wednesday, September 8, 1999 

 TOPIC: The Demise of Sportsmanship 

 

Thursday, September 9, 1999 

 TOPIC: Stealing Secrets from the KGB 



 

Friday, September 10, 1999 

 TOPIC: Loving My Retarded Brother 

 

Monday, September 13, 1999 

 TOPIC: Is Hillary Clinton a Viable Candidate? 

 

Tuesday, September 14, 1999 

 TOPIC: Hurrican Floyd Headed for Carolinas 

 

Wednesday, September 15, 1999 

 TOPIC: Church Shooting in Fort Worth 

 

Thursday, September 16, 1999 

 TOPIC: More Gun Violence, More Questions 

 

Friday, September 17, 1999 

 TOPIC: Buried Alive: Survivor Stories 

 

Monday, September 20, 1999 

 TOPIC: Moscow Under Siege 

 

Tuesday, September 21, 1999 

 TOPIC: Stories of Devastation and Survival 

 

Wednesday, September 22, 1999 

 TOPIC: "The Bone Crushers" in Kosovo 

 

Thursday, September 23, 1999 

 TOPIC: Corrupt Cops in L.A. 

 

Friday, September 24, 1999 

 TOPIC: New LBJ Tapes Released 

 

Monday, September 27, 1999 

 TOPIC: Tiger Stadium Sees Its Last Day 

 

Tuesday, September 28, 1999 

 TOPIC: Stealing the American Indian Heritage 

 

Wednesday, September 29, 1999 

 TOPIC: Rudy Giuliani vs. The Brooklyn Museum 

 

Thursday, September 30, 1999 

 TOPIC: Mandatory Minimum Drug Sentences? 


