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Issue: Local News 

 

LAKELAND NEWS (30min.) (Local production) 

Weekly, Monday – Friday at 10pm, repeats Tuesday – Saturday at 5:00, 5:30 & 6:30am. 

Lakeland News fills the void for local News in northern and central Minnesota. The program 

covers the activities, events and people of Lakeland PTV’s viewing area. Lakeland News also 

covers the weather and sports events of the area. 

 

 

Issue: Health, Healthcare and Welfare 

 

CLASSICAL STRETCH (30min.) 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays at 12:00pm 

Program promoting physical fitness and wellbeing through stretching. 

 

Frontline #3818 “Covids Hidden Toll” – 60 min – 7/21 at 9pm. 

How the COVID crisis has hit vulnerable immigrants and undocumented workers. Stories from 

the pandemic's invisible victims, including crucial farm and meat-packing workers who lack 

protections and have been getting sick. 

 

Orchestrating Change – 90 min – 9/12 at 9pm. 

ORCHESTRATING CHANGE tells the inspiring story of the Me 2 Orchestra, the only classical 

music organization in the world created by and for people with mental illness. One concert at a 

time, across New England,the orchestra is combating stigmas about mental illness, dispelling 

stereotypes and demonstrating what people with mental illness can accomplish while working 

together. 

 

Issue: Minnesota politics and legislature 
 

ALMANAC (60min.) 

Weekly, Fridays at 7pm 

A Minnesota focused public affairs program 

 

Capitol Report (30 min) Sundays at 10am  

Join Shannon Loehrke for Capitol Report, a weekly public affairs program featuring state policy 

makers’ perspectives on pressing state issues. 

 

MN Channel Legislative Coverage –  

*The third Special Session lasted 1 day – August 12, 2020. The day overran, ending at 7:33pm. 

*Coverage of Special Session of the Legislature on Friday, Sept.11. 



The MN Channel provides gavel to gavel coverage of the Minnesota State Legislature when in 

session. Lakeland’s MN Channel is available over the air on channel 9.6 in the Bemidji area, 

channel 22.6 in the Brainerd area, and on many cable systems throughout north central 

Minnesota. 

 

 

Issue: Minnesota and regional interests, living, and history 

 

Common Ground –  30 min. –Thursdays 7:00pm.   

Common Ground explores the unique people, places, and events that surround us here in North 

Central Minnesota.  Each week, we will take viewers on a journey of exploration into the diverse 

art, cultures, and history that help to shape and define our communities.  

 

 

Lakeland Currents – 30 min. – Fridays at 8pm. 

Conversation with local leaders, citizens, and experts about the issues and events that affect 

central and northern Minnesota.  Episode details listed below: 

 

Currents #1320 – 7/3/20 

Every Minnesotan has a story of origin and migration. As part of the Moving Lives Minnesota 

initiative by the PBS stations of Minnesota, please join us on Lakeland Currents for a discussion 

around Welcoming Communities, an initiative by Region Five Development Commission to 

expand and diversify the workforce in our communities. Our guests are Cheryal Lee Hills and 

Dawn Espe of the Region Five Development Commission. 

 

Backroads – 30 minutes –Thursdays at 7:30pm. 

A live music program featuring local musicians from across north central Minnesota on 

Lakeland PBS.  New episodes listed below: 

 

Issue: National government and politics 

 

PBS Newshour (60 min. newscast, Weekdays @ 6pm.) 

The PBS NewsHour continues to provide in-depth analysis of current events with a news 

summary, live interviews and discussions of domestic and international issues. 

 

PBS NEWSHOUR WEEKEND, 30 min. 

Saturdays & Sundays at 6pm. 

PBS NEWSHOUR WEEKEND features a summary of the day's national and international news, 

using renowned experts to offer analysis. Each weekend broadcast will contain original, in-depth 

field reporting on topics including education, healthcare, the economy, energy, science and 

technology, religion, finance and the arts. Hari Sreenivasan anchors. 

 

 

 



Washington Week, 30min. 

Weekly, Fridays at 8:30pm 

WASHINGTON WEEK, PBS's longest-running public affairs series, features Washington's top 

journalists analyzing the week's top news stories and their effect on the lives of all Americans. 

 

Firing Line with Margaret Hoover (30 min) Fridays at 9pm. 

Join author, activist and political commentator Margaret Hoover for a public affairs talk show 

that delivers a civil and engaging contest of ideas among the brightest minds and freshest voices 

from across the political spectrum. 

 

McLaughlin Group – Fridays at 9:30pm. 

A weekly guide to the politics and personalities governing the U.S. today, THE MCLAUGHLIN 

GROUP is non-partisan political debate worth watching. Intellectual honesty and argument are 

the touchstones of the series, which, after John McLaughlin's death in 2016, has been rebooted 

with host Tom Rogan and panelists Pat Buchanan, Eleanor Clift and Clarence Page. 

 

PBS Newshour Convention Coverage – 8/17 – 8/20 – 180 min each evening. 

Judy Woodruff anchors live coverage of the 2020 Democratic National Convention. 

 

PBS Newshour Convention Coverage – 8/24 – 8/27 – 180 min each evening. 

Judy Woodruff anchors live coverage of the 2020 Republican National Convention. 

 

Frontline #3905 “The Choice: Trump vs. Biden”  120 min – 9/22 at 8pm. 

Investigating the lives and characters of Joe Biden and Donald Trump as they compete to be 

president. Those who know them best reveal key moments that made both men and shape how 

they would lead America through a time of crisis. 

 

PBS Newshour Debates #401 – 2020 Presidential Debate – 120 min – 9/29 at 8pm. 

PBS NewsHour coverage of the 2020 Presidential and Vice Presidential debates. 

 

Frontline #3902 “United States of Conspiracy” – 60 min – 7/28 at 9pm. 

How trafficking in conspiracy theories went from the fringes of U.S. politics into the White 

House. The alliance of conspiracy entrepreneur Alex Jones, Trump advisor Roger Stone, and the 

president,and their role in the battle over truth and lies. 

 

Statecraft: The Bush 41 Team – 60 min – 8/4 at 9pm. 

Examine the presidency of George H.W. Bush and his foreign policy team's expertise as they 

navigated international crises like the fall of the Berlin Wall, reunification of Germany, collapse 

of Russia, the Panama invasion and the invasion of Kuwait. 

 

Campaign of Miner Bo – 60 min – 9/12 at 7pm. 

After his conversation with presidential candidate Hillary Clinton goes viral and makes him one 

of the faces of the 2016 election, unemployed coal miner Bo Copley runs for the Republican 

nomination for U.S. Senate in West Virginia. But without much money or experience, he quickly 

discovers that being a politician is harder than it looks. As his long-shot campaign continues, 

Copley fights not only to pull off a monumental upset, but also to validate his own sense of self-



worth after two years of unemployment. An in-depth look at one of the "white working-class 

voters" who propelled Donald Trump to the presidency, the film will be especially relevant in 

fall 2020 as we head into another monumental election campaign. In addition, its focus on a coal 

miner, a type of worker that has taken on an almost mythic importance, makes the film relevant 

all over the country. 

 

Issue: World News & Events 

 

BBC World News America (series, 30 min) Weekdays at 5:30pm 

BBC WORLD NEWS AMERICA delivers coverage and analysis of international events and 

issues with a fresh perspective, connecting the dots between the United States and the world. 

Matt Frei and Katty Kay serve as series anchors. 

 

BBC World News (series, 30 min) Weekdays at 10:30pm 

BBC WORLD NEWS: The latest global news from the world's largest news broadcaster. The 

newscasts contain all the most up-to-date news, interviews, analysis, business reports and world 

sports news. 

 

Amanpour and Company – (60 min, series) Monday through Friday at 11:00pm. 

Christiane Amanpour leads wide-ranging, in-depth conversations with global thought leaders and 

cultural influencers on the issues and trends impacting the world each day, from politics, 

business and technology to arts, science and sports. 

 

China: Power & Prosperity: PBS Newshour Presents – 60 min – 7/8 at 9pm. 

Explore the future of China's relationship with the U.S., which will help determine the new 

international order, the dominant technology supporting the world's communications 

infrastructure, and the global economy. 

 

 

Issue: War, Veterans, National Security 

 

1st to Fight: Pacific War Marines – 60 min – 7/2 at 8pm. 

On the Pacific island of Guadalcanal in 1942, the famed 1st Marine Division - the oldest, largest 

and most decorated division of the U.S.Marine Corps - defeated Japanese forces in a turning 

point of WWII. 1ST TO FIGHT: PACIFIC WAR MARINES, narrated by actor Jon Seda (HBO's 

The Pacific and NBC's Chicago P.D.), documents the experiences of 1st Marine Division 

veterans who took part in the historic fight. 

 

My Survivor – 60 min – 9/10 at 8pm. 

Who will tell the story of the Holocaust when the last survivor is gone? MY SURVIVOR 

documents the life-changing experiences of some of the 500 University of Miami students who 

forge intimate relationships with Holocaust survivors through an innovative internship program. 

Building powerful intergenerational bonds, students listen to survivors' first-hand accounts and 

come to embrace their cause to preserve the memory and lessons of the Holocaust. 



 

Frontline #3817 “Once Upon a Time in Iraq” – 120 min – 7/14 at 8pm. 

The Iraq war as you've never seen it before told by Iraqis who lived through those dangerous 

times. From the fall of Saddam to the end of ISIS, now Iraqis from all backgrounds share their 

insight into what it meant to survive those violent years. 

 

 

Issue: Economy and Business 

 

BBC WORLD NEWS (30min.)  

Weekday afternoon at 5:30pm, weekday evenings at 10:30 pm  

BBC WORLD NEWS: The latest global news from the world's largest news broadcaster. The 

newscasts contain all the most up-to-date news, interviews, analysis, business reports and world 

sports news. 

 

Wealthtrack with Consuelo Mack – (30 min) – Mondays at 5am 

Consuelo Mack WealthTrack is a weekly half hour series devoted to providing trustworthy, 

understandable advice about how to build and protect wealth over the long-term. One of the most 

experienced business journalists in television, Consuelo Mack consistently attracts experts at the 

highest levels, bringing the best minds in the business to explore building and protecting long-

term wealth. Wide-ranging topics -- including green investing, alternative energy, and insurance 

-- cover all the investments viewers care about: stocks,bonds real estate, art and collectibles. 

Every episode ends with a personal finance Action Point to help viewers manage their financial 

lives. 

 

 

 

Issue: Minorities/Civil Rights 

 

Building the American Dream – 60 min – 9/15 at 9pm. 

Travel to Texas, where immigrant construction workers are seeking justice and equality in an 

industry rife with exploitation. Across the state, there's an unprecedented building boom, fueled 

by Latino laborers with little or no rights. 

 

Independent Lens #2109 “Cooked: Survival by Zip Code” – 60 min – 7/13 at 9pm. 

Learn the story of a heat wave that overtook Chicago in July 1995, killing 739 residents, most of 

them poor, elderly and African American. The heat wave revealed a long-term crisis of poverty, 

racism, and economic and social isolation in the city. 

 

Hearts of Glass – 60 min – 8/13 at 8pm. 

HEARTS OF GLASS tells the story of a state-of-the-art hydroponic greenhouse that provides 

meaningful employment for people with disabilities. An innovative experiment in food 

production, Vertical Harvest is an urban farm located in Jackson Hole, Wyo. Built on just one-

tenth of an acre at an elevation of 6,237 feet, the high-tech greenhouse grows an amount of 

produce equivalent to 10 acres of traditional farmland. Using technology to overcome Jackson 

Hole's short four-month growing season, and extreme seasonal fluctuations in weather and 



population, Vertical Harvest is able to sell fresh vegetables to residents of the mountain town all 

year long. To help execute this mission, Vertical Harvest employs adults with intellectual and 

developmental disabilities, who receive a competitive wage and have the opportunity to work in 

their community year round. The documentary weaves together the story of the farm's first 

tumultuous 15 months of operation with the personal journeys of several employees. Plants and 

people grow together in HEARTS OF GLASS,an intimate portrait of one community's attempt to 

address timely and pressing issues around local food production, inclusion and opportunity. 

 

Frontline #3819 “Love, Life and the Virus” – 60 min – 8/11 at 9pm. 

A mother's fight to survive COVID and see her newborn baby. How the coronavirus hit one 

immigrant family, their struggle to be reunited, and the community that rallied around them. 

 

POV #3309 In My Blood it Runs – 60 min – 9/21 at 9pm. 

Peek into the life of Dujuan, a 10-year-old Aboriginal boy. Dujuan is a child-healer and a good 

hunter and speaks three languages. But he is failing in school and facing increasing scrutiny from 

welfare authorities and the police. 

 

We’re Still Here – 60 min – 9/28 at 9pm. 

Through their music and work in communities and in schools, First Nation indigenous hip-hop 

artists in Canada lead an effort to right long standing social injustices, heal personal traumas, and 

preserve their cultures. 

 

 

Issue: Women’s Issues 

 

“To the Contrary” 30 minute weekly series  

Mondays at 5:30am. 

This weekly news analysis program is the only woman-centered national news/talk show on 

television. Dedicated to the premise that women of all ethnic backgrounds and political 

persuasions are an important part of the national dialogues, the series provides a platform for the 

multifaceted views of involved, informed women journalists and commentators. Topics range 

from women's health to family issues to women in the workplace, the environment, women in 

finance and education. 

 

“We’ll Meet Again” #206 – Fight for Women’s Rights 60 min – 7/14 at 7pm. 

Join Ann Curry as two women search for friends and colleagues who fought for equal rights. 

One of the first female commercial pilots wants to thank her mentor, and an advocate hopes to 

find the woman who inspired her to join a movement. 

 

RBG: Her Legacy & the Courts Future: A PBS Newshour presentation – 60 – 9/24 at 7pm. 

At this moment, the country is mourning a historic civil rights figure and a cultural icon, and we 

are also being torn further in political acrimony over the fight to fill her seat. The PBS 

NewsHour will focus on both of these major themes, with conversations with people who knew 

and worked with Ginsburg, others who carry her work forward in the law, as well as reporting on 

the battle to replace her - how that is changing the remaining days of the campaign, and also 

possibly the very structure and nature of the Senate and the Court themselves. Along with these 



thoughtful conversations and news making interviews, we also will include Ruth Bader Ginsburg 

in her own words - from various interviews the NewsHour and PBS have done in the past -- and 

a wide range of voices of people explaining what RBG meant to them. 

 

Carrie Chapman Catt: Warrior For Women – 60 min – 9/14 at 9pm. 

CARRIE CHAPMAN CATT: WARRIOR FOR WOMEN tells the story of Carrie Chapman 

Catt, the women's suffrage movement and the passing and ratification of the 19th amendment. 

Catt, raised in Charles City, Iowa, devoted most of her life to the expansion of women's rights 

around the world - and is recognized as one of the key leaders of the American women's suffrage 

movement. 

 

 

Issue: Youth 

 

More Than Just the Music – 60 min – 8/10 at 9pm. 

The Lincoln High School Concert Choir of Thief River Falls, Minnesota,addresses social issues 

like diversity and humanitarianism through music, dance, art, and poetry in their spring show. In 

this documentary, vocal director Darcy Reese unveils the hard work and dedication that is 

required to become a successful choir while encouraging students to challenge barriers and 

respect others. 

 

POV #3303 – 90 min – 7/20 at 8pm. 

Meet the Radical Monarchs, a group of young girls of color on the frontlines of social justice. 

Follow the group as they earn badges for completing units on such subjects as being an LGBTQ 

ally, preserving the environment and disability justice. 

 

Thank You For The Challenge:The 10th Quadrennial International Violin Competition Of 

Indianapolis – 60 min – 8/6 at 8pm. 

Every four years, forty of the world's most talented young violinists are invited to Indianapolis, 

Ind., for the musical challenge of a lifetime. Known by musicians around the world as simply 

"The Indianapolis," the International Violin Competition of Indianapolis is considered the 

Olympics of the violin. THANK YOU FOR THE CHALLENGE:THE 10TH QUADRENNIAL 

INTERNATIONAL VIOLIN COMPETITION OF INDIANAPOLIS documents the sixteen days 

of competition, which include more than 60 performances by the young violinists. Semi-finalists 

must also tackle an original, commissioned piece that tests their improvisational skills. 

Throughout the program, viewers have a front-row seat as the young violinists compete for top 

honors, and get a backstage pass to meet an elite group of inspiring musicians. The competition 

concludes as the final six violinists perform a concerto with the acclaimed Indianapolis 

Symphony Orchestra. 

 

Frontline #3903 “Growing Up Poor in America – 60 min – 9/8 at 8pm. 

The experience of child poverty against the backdrop of the pandemic and increasing racial 

tensions. Set in Ohio, the film follows children and their families navigating issues of poverty, 

homelessness, race and new challenges due to COVID-19. 

 

 



POV #3307 Portraits and Dreams – 60 min – 9/7 at 9pm. 

Portraits and Dreams revisits photographs created by Kentucky schoolchildren in the 1970s and 

the place where their photos were made. Photographer and artist Wendy Ewald, who guided the 

students in making their visionary photographs, returns to Kentucky and learns how the lives and 

visions of her former students have changed. The film combines the new narratives and insights 

of the now adult students. 

 

 

 

Issue: Religion 

 

Quakers: The Quiet Revolutionaries – 60 min – 9/24 at 8pm. 

QUAKERS: THE QUIET REVOLUTIONARIES explores Quakerism from its beginnings in the 

1600s, to its present day practice and ideology. With their commitment to civic engagement and 

equality, Quakers have influenced the course of political and social change in America. The 

documentary profiles Quakers from Susan B. Anthony to Bayard Rustin who have influenced 

important social movements throughout U.S. history - such as the abolition of slavery, women's 

suffrage, civil rights, environmental justice and world peace. 

 

 

Issue: Crime/Legal Issues/Law Enforcement 

 

Frontline #3904 “Policing the Police 2020” – 60 min – 9/15 at 8pm. 

Race, policing, and the struggle to hold departments accountable. In the wake of George Floyd's 

killing, New Yorker writer Jelani Cobb examines prospects for reform, and returns to the case of 

one troubled department he first visited in 2016. 

 

 

 

Issue: Aging 

 

Stella & Co : A Romantic Musical Comedy About Aging – 60 min – 7/23 at 8pm. 

STELLA & CO : A ROMANTIC MUSICAL COMEDY ABOUT AGING is full of wonderful 

stories about what it's like to age in North America. Unlike other cultures that revere their elders, 

Americans tend to place older people aside. Upon spending time with Stella and her friends - all 

charismatic people in their 80s, 90s and 100s - it's quite clear that seniors have much to offer and 

have earned a central role in our society. Through conversation and an inside look at a dynamic 

senior residence and through seniors' joyful life experiences,we gain a new perspective on 

growing old. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Issue: Science/Technology 

 

Nova #4714 “A to Z: How Writing Changed the World” – 60 min – 9/30 at 8pm. 

Just as handwritten records changed how societies work, the printing press transformed the 

spread of information, igniting the Industrial Revolution. How did technologies -- from pen to 

paper to printing press -- make it all possible? 

 

Nova #4711 “Human Nature” – 120 min – 9/9 at 7pm. 

Our DNA can determine attributes from eye color to medical predispositions. An extraordinary 

technology called CRISPR allows us to edit human DNA, possibly eliminating genetic diseases 

or choosing our children's features. But how far should we go? 

 

Hacking Your Mind – 4x60 min series – Wednesdays at 9pm beginning 9/9/20. 

Discover why it's easy for politicians, marketers and social media companies to hack your mind, 

and find out how to hack your own mind to improve your life and the lives of your family and 

friends. 

 

 

 

Issue: American History/Biography 

 

Clinton:American Experience – 2x120 min -Two part series – 7/21 & 7/28 at 7pm. 

From draft dodging to the Dayton Accords, from Monica Lewinsky to a balanced budget, the 

presidency of William Jefferson Clinton veered between sordid scandal and grand achievement. 

This film explores the story of an American president who rose from a broken childhood in 

Arkansas to become one of the most successful politicians in modern American history and one 

of the most complex and conflicted characters to ever stride across the public stage. It recounts a 

career full of accomplishment and rife with scandal, a marriage that would make history and 

create controversy, and a presidency that would define the crucial and transformative period 

between the fall of the Berlin Wall and 9/11. It follows Clinton across his two terms as he 

confronted some of the key forces that would shape the future, including partisan political 

warfare and domestic and international terrorism, and struggled, with uneven success, to define 

the role of American power in a post-Cold War world. The film features unprecedented access to 

Clinton insiders including White House Press Secretary Dee Dee Myers, White House Counsel 

Bernard Nussbaum, White House Chief of Staff Leon Panetta, as well as interviews with foreign 

leaders, members of the Republican opposition, childhood friends, staffers from Clinton's years 

as governor of Arkansas, biographers and journalists. 

 

Reagan: American Experience – 2x120 min -Two part series – 8/4 & 8/11 at 7pm. 

In 1989, after two terms in office, Ronald Wilson Reagan left the White House one of the most 

popular presidents of the 20th century - and one of the most controversial. When his Hollywood 

career began to wane, Reagan turned to politics. One by one, his opponents underestimated him; 

one by one, Reagan surprised them, rising to become a president who always preferred to see 

America as a "shining city on a hill." 

 

 



Vote: American Experience – 4x60 series – Tuesdays at 7pm beginning 9/8. 

Meet the unsung heroes of the movement and relive the fiery, dramatic and unrelenting 

campaign that led to passage of the 19th Amendment, granting American women the vote and 

ushering in the largest expansion of voting rights in U.S. history. 

 

 

 

Issue: Art 

 

Actually, Iconic: Richard Estes – 60 min – 9/19 at 7pm. 

With unprecedented access to the artist and his masterpieces, ACTUALLY, ICONIC: 

RICHARD ESTES invites viewers into the creative world of an icon of the photorealist 

movement. In the late 1960s, Richard Estes and other photorealists - including John Baede, 

Ralph Goings and Chuck Close - began to capture the essence of photographs on canvas. The 

documentary explores Estes' iconic paintings of everyday city scenes, such as 1968's ''Telephone 

Booth," and examines the painter's techniques and inspirations. 

 

 

Issue: Environment/Nature 

 

Islands of Wonder – 3x60 min series – September 16, 23, 30 at 7pm. 

Journey to three of the most exotic, mysterious and remote islands on the planet: Madagascar, 

Borneo and Hawaii. Isolated from the rest of the world, they harbor remarkable wildlife and 

pioneering human communities found nowhere else on Earth. 

 

And the Floods Came – 60 min – 7/30 at 8pm. 

The "bomb cyclone" that swept across the Great Plains in March 2019 became, in its cost and 

scope, the worst natural disaster in Nebraska's history. As the storm began, up to 45 inches of 

snow swept across Colorado and Wyoming into Nebraska and Iowa. Then, warm air turned the 

blizzard into a deluge. With the ground still frozen hard and unable to absorb the rain, water 

overflowed into creeks, rivers and ponds already iced over or at capacity, causing record water 

levels. The people of Nebraska stood in the center of the bullseye. As the unlucky combination 

of ice, snow and rain caused historic flooding, towns became islands. Cattle, surrounded by 

water, suffered without food. When the ice broke loose from frozen rivers, it took on a life of its 

own, moving downstream and swiftly destroying bridges, dams, livestock, homes and 

businesses. The documentary AND THE FLOODS CAME lays out a one-of-a-kind narrative of 

this fast-moving tragedy and subsequent efforts to rebuild lives and communities, using news 

footage and video, photos and recollections from rural Nebraskans who experienced the extreme 

weather. 


