
 

 

Issues/Programs Report 
WVUT Vincennes, IN 

First Quarter 2019 
 

There follows a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by WVUT, Vincennes, IN, along with the most 

significant programming treatment of those issues for the last quarter. This listing is by no means exhaustive. The order 

in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or significance. 

Here is a listing of some of the significant issues covered this quarter: 

 State/Local/National Government 

 Transportation 

 The Economy 

 Public Safety (Law Enforcement, Crime, Fire, Severe Weather, Natural Disasters)  

 Preservation/Promotion of Local History 

 Local Non-Profit/Public Service Organizations and Events 

 Tourism, Arts and Culture 

 Fitness and Health 

 Education 

 Agriculture 

 

These important issues were addressed through locally produced News and Public Affairs programs, Public 

Service Announcements, and Special Events Programming such as Remote Broadcasts. 

WVUT continued its commitment to alerting the Public to emergency situations, whether it be severe weather, 

school closings or traffic problems due to accidents, road construction or other problems. This commitment was 

demonstrated, in part, by inviting local law enforcement, local fire departments, emergency managers and other public 

safety officials to be guests on our public affairs programming, appearing as guests on our newscasts, etc. 

Additional information about PBS programs can be found at pbs.org 

 
 
 
Submitted this 9th day of April, 2019  
 
 
James Evans  
Station Representative 



WVUT Public File Issues-Programs Report First Quarter 2019

Description of  Issue Addressed

Program/Segment in which 

issues were addressed

Date and Time 

Program Aired

Duration of 

Segment 

(Minutes) Narration about the program segment

Agriculture NewsCenter 22 2/8/2019 17:00 0:48

A Knox County farmer is being honored by the Purdue Ag Alumni Association. Earlier this month, 

Paul Singleton was among seven Purdue University alumni to be awarded the Agricultural Alumni 

Associationâ€™s highest honor â€“ the Certificate of Distinction. The certificate is given yearly to 

alumni making significant contributions to agriculture, forestry and natural resources in their 

careers and daily lives. Singleton has been a farmer in Knox County since 1975 and has served as a 

USDA Farm Service Agency director. During that time, he made and serviced more than 500 loans to 

beginning farmers in 11 counties over a 35-year period. Singleton has also served on the Board of 

Directors for the Community Foundation Alliance, which served a total of nine counties in the state.

Agriculture NewsCenter 22 2/26/2019 17:00 1:08

The North Knox Area Ministerial Association in partnership with the City of Bicknell, and Hopeâ€™s 

Voice have received a $30-thousand dollar state grantfor the creation of the Bicknell Community 

Garden to be constructed across from the Fire Station this summer.  Funded by an Indiana State 

Department of Health, Rape Prevention and Education, the Garden is a collaboration between the 3 

groups to implement a strategy designed to prevent sexual and other forms of violence in the 

community. The Garden will be available for community groups to grow a variety of vegetables, 

herbs, plants and flowers for local use by the food pantry and other projects.  It will include easily 

guided pahtways, decorative fencing, seating areas, and a small out-building for storage. The city 

will provide water for the project and lights. Bicknell Mayor Thomas Estabrook says the community 

gardens are an environmental strategy to connect people in ways that actually make a community 

safer.  Hopeâ€™s Voice has assigned a project manager to coordinate and communicate the project 

to the community. 

Education NewsBreak 1/16/2019 17:00 1:09

The VU Board of Trustees awarded a total of 7-point-4 million dollars in contracts for renovations to 

the Learning Resources Center.Vice-President for Financial Services at VU Phil Rath says the bids 

came in under the initial budget estimate of 9 million dollars. The goal is to transform the building 

into a more flexible, modern digital space for students. It will include a coffee shop, private and 

group study spaces, laptop chairs, computer stations and ample charging ports. ã€€ VU Trustee 

member and North Knox Superintendent Darrell Bobe says it will become one of the most 

important buildings on campus in helping students achieve their goals.    
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Education NewsCenter 22 2/4/2019 17:00 0:59

One of the biggest items on Indiana Governor Eric Holcomb's wish list in 2019 is to increase the pay 

of teachers throughout Indiana. Current figures show closing the gap between teacher pay in 

Indiana versus our four neighboring states would cost nearly $660 Million. But simply increasing the 

amount of money dedicated to education wouldn't cause an increase in pay. Speaking on WVUT's 

Meet Your Legislators program, State Senator Eric Bassler of Washington says some of the 

responsibility would fall to the school corporations. The president of Indianaâ€™s largest 

teacherâ€™s union says theyâ€™re waiting to see what lawmakers do before deciding whether to 

take more serious action. Striking is illegal for all public employees in Indiana, including teachers.

Education NewsCenter 22 2/14/2019 17:00 0:39

One of the biggest efforts to keep Knox County schools safe has been the implementation of school 

resource officers. Vincennes Community Schools play host to a Vincennes City Police Officer, while 

North and South Knox are served by Knox County Sheriff's Deputies. During a recent 

Superintendents Forum, school leaders discussed the impact these officers have inside their schools 

To hear more about what each local School Superintendent had to say about school safety, and 

what efforts they are making to increase school security, you can tune into the Knox County 

Superintendent Forum, airing tonight at 10 on WVUT.

Education NewsCenter 22 2/22/2019 17:00 0:40

The North Knox School Corporation is set to get a boost, thanks to a new grant. North Knox was one 

of 21 school corporations and other groups throughout the state to be named a recipient of the 

School and Community Partnership grant from the Indiana Commission for Higher Education. In 

making the announcement Thursday, Indiana Commissioner for Higher Education Teresa Lubbers 

says the grant aims to bring together different organizations within the community with a shared 

goal: to equip Hoosiers with the tools needed to complete education and training beyond high 

school. A total of $130,000 will be distributed among the grant recipients.

Education NewsCenter 22 2/25/2019 17:00 1:02

The VU Foundation has received its largest individual donation to date - $4.5 million. The donation 

was from Alexandra Page Clark who passed away on August 22, 2017 at the age of 55. Including the 

name of her "soul mate and husband," the Alexandra Clark and Oscar Dunn Scholarships will benefit 

students in the Practical Nursing and Music programs at Vincennes University. VU President Chuck 

Johnson stated, "This gift represents a historic level of support for Vincennes University. We have 

been fortunate to have a long-standing relationship with the Clark-Dunn family and are humbled by 

their generosity. A gift of this magnitude will have a multi-generational impact on VU,, our students, 

their families, and the community we serve." The gift will be divided into a $3.5 million permanent 

scholarship endowment for students studying music and performing in the band or other music 

ensembles and a $1 million endowment for students pursuing the one-year certificate to become a 

licensed practical nurse.
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Education NewsBreak 3/15/2019 17:00 0:39

The Barr-Reeve has decided on construction plans that pack a pretty large price tag. The Barr-Reeve 

School Board is now ready to lay out the plans for its $11 million construction project. Performance 

Services presented the board what it has in mind for the project. The project calls for new 

construction that includes a gym, locker rooms, concession, band room and three classrooms. They 

will also expand the cafeteria to include seating for over 350 people, converse the multi-purpose 

room to five classrooms and a music room, and will receive all new mechanical equipment. The 

construction is expected to being in June of this year.

Education NewsCenter 22 3/29/2019 17:00 0:45

The public will have a chance to brush up on their investment knowledge next week. Vincennes 

University will host a seminar on the Foundations of Investing on Thursday at  6:00 p.m. at the 

Indiana Center for Applied Technology. The seminar is designed for those who are new to investing 

or need a refresher. George Ansloan, a financial advisor with Edward Jones, will cover the 

importance of developing a strategy, the impact of asset allocation, and the influence of inflation on 

your long-term goals.

Education 22 Magazine 1/19/2019 19:30 30:00:00

THE FOCUS IS ON VINCENNES UNIVERSITY. WE'LL BE JOINED BY VU PRESIDENT CHUCK JOHNSON TO 

TALK ABOUT THE RESULTS OF A RECENT SURVEY.

Fitness and Health NewsBreak 1/14/2019 17:30 0:32

The Daviess Community Hospital Foundation has donated an Automated Electronic Defibrillator to 

Vincennes University. The portable device aids individuals who are experiencing sudden cardiac 

arrest by transmitting a shock to the personâ€™s heart to get it back in a regular rhythm. The AED 

will benefit student athletes and spectators at V-U sporting events. Angie Steiner, director of the D-

C-H Foundation, presented the AED to VU Athletic Director Harry Meeks during halftime of a recent 

menâ€™s basketball game.

Fitness and Health NewsBreak 1/17/2019 17:00 0:43

A new Opioid Treatment Program could soon be coming to Knox County. The Hamilton Center was 

recently notified by the State of Indiana they were being awarded a pair of licenses to open a pair of 

opioid treatment programs in Knox and Hendricks counties. In May of last year, Hamilton Center 

opened Western Indiana Recovery Services in Terre Haute. the program is the first of its kind in the 

area and provides medication assisted treatment and behavioral health interventions to address 

those with opioid use disorder. Future centers in Knox and Hendricks counties are expected to be 

similar.

Fitness and Health NewsCenter 22 2/19/2019 17:00 0:50

The Samaritan Center in Vincennes is one 10 agencies to receive a 75-thousand dollar grant to 

combat the on going drug crisis in the state. Governor Eric Holcomb announced the grant awards 

yesterday in Indianapolis. The grants will help local coalitions identify gaps in services, measure 

outcomes and develop recovery-oriented systems of care. Jim McCelland, Executive Director of the 

State's Drug Prevention, Treatment and Enforcement agency says the goal is to help develop 

stronger alliances and bolster initiatives to help people overcome their substance abuse issues. 

Grant recipients were selected from applications received in response to a request for funding 

through the Indiana Family and Social Services administration. The one year grants are effective 

March 1st.  
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Fitness and Health NewsCenter 22 3/20/2019 17:00 0:39

Good Samaritan Hospital continues to provide a high level of care to trauma patients. The hospital 

announced on Tuesday they had once again received verification as a Level III Trauma Center by the 

Committee on Trauma of the American College of Surgeons. Good Samaritan first received the 

verification in 2016. To receive the verification, trauma centers must meet criteria that ensures a 

certain capability of care and performance. That criteria includes 24-hour immediate coverage by ER 

physicians, a quality assessment program and transfer agreements for patients that require Level I 

or II trauma treatment. 

Fitness and Health NewsCenter 22 3/22/2019 17:00 0:43

A Vincennes institution has been honored by Indiana Governor Eric Holcomb.Good Samaritan 

Hospital was awarded the Century Business Award at the Statehouse yesterday, recognizing the 

hospital's dedicated service to the community over the past 100 years. Good Samaritan was among 

65 businesses from over 30 Indiana counties honored with the Governor's Century or Half Century 

Business awards. To be eligible for the awards, applying businesses need to have been in operation 

for a minimum of 100 or 50 consecutive years and have shown a continuous commitment to 

community service. 

Fitness and Health 22 Magazine 0019-02-02 19:30 12:30

Area residents will have the opportunity to to learn their risk factors for stroke at an upcoming clinic 

hosted by good samaritan hospital. Debra hardwick and amanda allen with the hospital's stroke 

services program are here to discuss the screening as well as provide some information on what you 

can do to lower your risk of becoming a stroke victim

Local Non-Profit/Public 

Service  Organizations and 

Events NewsBreak 1/3/2019 17:30 1:02

The Vincennes Civitan Club has announced their 2018 Citizen of the Year.

Club President Duane Chattin announced this morning the award will go to Norbert Brown. Civitan's 

Citizen of the Year Award shines a spotlight on those individuals who promote good citizenship 

through their service to the community. Previous award winners include Phyllis Sweeney, Robert 

â€œAngelâ€• Lange and Scott Shipman.

Local Non-Profit/Public Service  

Organizations and Events NewsBreak 1/9/2019 17:00 0:53

The United Way of Knox County will once again be offering assistance to area residents needing 

help in filing their federal and state income taxes. The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance program is a 

free service to Knox County residents. VITA Volunteers will be available begining in February at at 

the Knox County Public on Saturdays from 9 am til Noon. Volunteers will also be stationed at the 

Bicknell-Vigo Library on Thursday's starting February 7th from 4 until 7 pm. Taxpayers should bring 

a photo i-d, their social security card and their dependents if filing jointly, all tax forms and a copy of 

their 2015 tax return. Homeowners will need to bring a copy of their property tax and for those who 

rent the name and address of their Landlord.  
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Local Non-Profit/Public Service  

Organizations and Events NewsBreak 1/21/2019 17:00 0:45

We now know who will be the benefactor of the next 100 Men Who Cook event. The Travis 

Burkhart Foundation, which works to helps those in need in our area, will see the direct benefit of 

the biennial cooking competition. Old National Bank Region President Helen Sierp expressed the 

bank's excitement in partnering with the Travis Burkhart Foundation for the event. The 2020 100 

Men Who Cook event is currently slated to take place on October 17th of next year. In the 

meantime, sponsorship opportunities are already available. Plus, any local man interested in 

cooking can sign up as well.

Local Non-Profit/Public Service  

Organizations and Events NewsCenter 22 1/30/2019 17:00 0:43

The United Way of Knox County has announced an event to combat homelessness in our 

community, On Tuesday, March 12th, the United Way will host a Homeless Summit. The event will 

serve as an information gathering session where the public will not only have the chance to learn 

about how homelessness is impacting Knox County, but to find out how they can help. The summit 

will also cover what resources are already available that can help. First-person testimonials, a panel 

discussion and break out groups are on the docket for the evening event, which will take place at 

the Vincennes Fortnightly Club. For more information on the event, you can contact the United Way 

of Knox County at (812) 882-3624.

Local Non-Profit/Public Service  

Organizations and Events NewsCenter 22 2/1/2019 17:00 0:55

The United Way of Knox County will once again be offering assistance to area residents needing 

help in filing their federal and state income taxes. The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance program is a 

free service to Knox County residents. VITA Volunteers will be available beginning this month at the 

Knox County Public Library on Saturdays from 9:00 a.m. until Noon. Volunteers will also be 

stationed at the Bicknellâ€“Vigo Library on Thursdayâ€™s starting February 7th from 4:00 until 7:00 

p.m. Taxpayers should bring a photo I-D, their social security card and their dependents if filing 

jointly, all tax forms and a copy of their 2015 tax return. Homeowners will need to bring a copy of 

their property tax statement.  Those who rent will need to provide the name and address of their 

Landlord. The anticipated return time on your tax forms is one week.

Local Non-Profit/Public Service  

Organizations and Events NewsCenter 22 2/14/2019 17:00 0:51

A first of its kind event is starting to take shape in Vincennes. The First City Brewfest is the 

brainchild of Co-Coordinators Geoffrey Goodwin and Tyler Simmons, and will feature at least 20 

breweries from all across the mid-west, as well as live music, food and much more. Simmons and 

Goodwin both say they were looking for something new to bring to Indiana's first city, and their 

passion for home brewing lead them to create this event. And as they explain, the event will feature 

an opportunity to try unique beverages not often available in this area. Also as part of the event, a 

home brewing competition will take place for amateur brewers.
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Local Non-Profit/Public Service  

Organizations and Events NewsCenter 22 2/27/2019 17:00 0:57

Race relations are on the rise in Knox County. That was the purpose behind the Building Bridges 

event, hosted by Wabash Valley Progressives, Tuesday night. The public was invited to continue a 

conversation that was started last year. Wabash Valley Progressives Communications Director 

Meghan Quinn explains, improving race relations in our community is both a matter of what 

everyone does, and what we can do individually. Quinn was joined by VU Assistant Professor of 

English Tyson Sims in speaking at the event. The topic heavily focused on Tuesday night was a 

person's 'blind spot', or the areas of their lives that cause inaction because of race, that often times 

don't event get considered. The event saw dozens of area residents turn out to the Knox County 

Public Library, providing their input on how race, biases and our actions can all impact our 

community.

Local Non-Profit/Public Service  

Organizations and Events NewsCenter 22 2/28/2018 17:00 0:37

The United Way of Knox County has announced their fundraising total for their 'Together, We 

Create Change' campaign. Executive Director Mark Hill announced the grand total for the United 

Way's campaign was $280,000 at the Knox County Chamber of Commerce Luncheon on 

Wednesday. Hill presented awards to all of the organizations that have helped United Way reach 

their goal donations through 2018. United Way was just $45,000 short of their goal of $325,000. 

The total did, however, exceed their 2017 fundraising total. Hill also mentioned that the Chili 

Cookoff will be making its return this year after not taking place in 2018.

Local Non-Profit/Public Service  

Organizations and Events NewsCenter 22 3/1/2019 17:00 0:35

The United Way of Knox County has announced a new program to assist area youth. The Bedtime in 

a Box program aims to encourage healthy nighttime routines for local families. As part of the plan, 

free pajamas, a stuffed animal, tooth paste and tooth brushes and age appropriate books to read to 

pre-school age children will be provided. Hill says the program is currently in its early stages, but 

they are currently meeting with businesses interested in becoming a program sponsor.

Local Non-Profit/Public Service  

Organizations and Events NewsCenter 22 3/7/2019 17:00 1:15

A large donation has been made to Good Samaritan's Breast Center. The 'Think Pink' group from 

Robinson, Illinois has continually made donation to the hospital over the years. Their most recent 

donation clocks in at $7,000, bringing their total donated over the years to $62,000. Breast Cancer 

Survivor Kathy Arnold leads the group, and says the group aims to bring joy and satisfaction to men 

and women who need mammograms and ultrasounds. Their donations make those tests possible. 

Arnold and her husband, Chris, along with; Warren and Brenda Salesman, Cory and Stephanie 

Groves, Dean and Sandy Clark, Lisa and Kay Clark, Jerry Goodwin and Dustan Oakley have worked 

endlessly to raise funds for the Breast Care Center at Good Samaritan.  The Think Pink Group raises 

money through an annual Charity Ride, 5K and 10K runs, raffles, live auctions, and other 

fundraisers, including an event at Lasata Winery in Lawrenceville, Illinois. The group has also 

organized a quilt auction for the past two years that was made and donated by Lisa Helderman.
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Local Non-Profit/Public Service  

Organizations and Events NewsCenter 22 3/11/2019 17:00 :47

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month, and a local organization is doing its part to raise awareness. 

Knox County Prevent Child Abuse is the group behind those blue and silver pinwheels you so-often 

see in the yards of area businesses this time of year. Those Pinwheels for Prevention are a sign that 

local leaders are doing their part to fight back against child abuse. Knox County PCA is making the 

call out to all parties interested in a pinwheel garden to contact them. By contact the organization, 

you can have a yard sign and ten pinwheels to show your support for greater childhoods, right here 

at home.

Local Non-Profit/Public Service  

Organizations and Events NewsCenter 22 3/13/2019 17:00 :30

The United Way of Knox County took the first steps towards addressing issues of Homelessness last 

night.   Executive Director Mark Hill says they had many goals coming into the event. Number One, 

Hill says they wanted to educate the public about the problem.

Hill says they also wanted to learn from participants what other pieces of information they need to 

know as they go about addressing the issue. Hill says they hope to put together a task force to come 

up with some solutions.

Local Non-Profit/Public Service  

Organizations and Events NewsCenter 22 3/19/2019 17:00 :44

A local organization will once again take a stand against AIDs next week. The Tri-State Alliance will 

hold it's Vincennes AIDs Walk on Saturday, March 30th at the Vincennes University Student Rec 

Center. The 10th Annual Walk will kick off at 11:00 a.m. and will feature not only the walk, but HIV 

testing on site. Registration and testing begin at 10:00 a.m. Donations are currently being accepted 

as part of the event. Funds raised will be used to buy grocery store gift cards for low income families 

in the area that have been impact by HIV and AIDs. Sponsorships are also available for the event, 

ranging from $50 to $1,000. For more informatiomn, you can contact event Co-Chair Wally Paynter 

at (812) 480-0204 or by e-mail at wallypaynter@aol.com.

Local Non-Profit/Public Service  

Organizations and Events NewsCenter 22 3/26/2019 17:00 1:06

The Knox County Relay for Life is moving the date and location of their annual fund-raiser. Relay 

Spokesman Duane Chattin told members of the Vincennes Board of Works on Monday that the 

organization has decided to move their event to August 24th. It will be held at the Highland Woods 

Community Center from 10 am til 10 pm. Chattin says the Relay is usually held in May, but the 

organization decided to push the date back because May is a busy time with High School Graduation 

parties and along with the annual Vincennes Rendezvous. By moving the Relay to August,  Chattin 

says they'll hopefully have more participation.  The relay for the last several years has been held 

inside Lincoln High School.

Local Non-Profit/Public Service  

Organizations and Events NewsCenter 22 3/26/2019 17:00 0:32

A local non-profit is warning you of a scam making it's way through the area. Helping His Hands 

Disaster Response is warning the public that someone has been making phone calls, falsely claiming 

to be part of their organization, and trying to obtain personal information over the phone. In a 

social media post Monday, HHH Director Scott Shipman says they organization would never ask for 

your information over the phone. He also asks if you receive such a call, write the number down and 

report it to local authorities.
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Local Non-Profit/Public Service  

Organizations and Events NewsCenter 22 3/27/2019 17:00 0:50

The United Way of Knox County, in conjunction with its program Charity Tracker has released its 

initial summary from a Homeless Summit held in Vincennes earlier this month.  Over 100  

participants heard  presentations and took part in the round table community conversations. The 

group identified 6 areas of concern and how to to go about addressing them including emotional 

and philosophical  support, long term shelter for women and children, education and increasing 

services to the homeless as well as addressing their medical needs.  The report will be distributed 

by email to participants and United Way Board of Directors. Meanwhile, The Charity Tracker group 

has petitioned the Evansville Homeless Task Force to see if Knox County could be included as a 

subgroup under their organization.

Local Non-Profit/Public Service  

Organizations and Events NewsCenter 22 3/28/2019 17:00 0:59

A new program from the United Way of Knox County is getting a big boost. The Bedtime in a Box 

program aims to encourage healthy nighttime routines for local families. As part of the plan, free 

pajamas, a stuffed animal, tooth paste and tooth brushes and age appropriate books to read to pre-

school age children will be provided. Hill says smaller sponsorship opportunities are available for 

those kind of groups. Each of those sponsorships are available for $45 for any individual or small 

group wishing to take part in the program.

Local Non-Profit/Public Service  

Organizations and Events 22 Magazine 3/2/2019 19:30 13;00

HOMELESSNESS MAY SEEM LIKE A PROBLEM RESERVED FOR BIGGER CITIES, BUT THE TRUTH IS, IT 

HAS AN IMPACT EVERYWHERE - EVEN IN OUR OWN COMMUNITY. THAT'S WHY A HOMELESS 

SUMMIT HAS BEEN PLANNED FOR LATER THIS MONTH TO DISCUSS WHAT CAME BE DONE - RIGHT 

HERE AT HOME. JOINING the show TO DISCUSS THE EVENT is EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE UNITED 

WAY OF KNOX COUNTY MARK HILL.

Preservation/Promotion of 

Local History NewsBreak 1/28/2019 17:00 0:36

The George Rogers Clark National Historical Park will resume normal operations today following the 

end of the federal government shutdown. Parks Superintendent Frank Doughman says the the 

visitors center will open to the public at 11 this morning.  On Tuesday the park will resume regular 

hours of 9 am to 5 pm daily. In a press release announcing the Park;s reopening,  Doughman also 

thanked the community for their support during the shutdown and all those who kept an eye on the 

park grounds. Doughman invites area residents to visit or revisit the park in the coming days.  

Preservation/Promotion of Local 

History NewsCenter 22 2/12/2019 17:00 1:07

The Gregg Park Shelter House Project is moving forward, but with a few changes.  Parks 

Superintendent Steve Beaman reported to the Vincennes Board of Works Monday to discuss the 

bids they received for the renovation project two months ago. Those bids came in much higher than 

expected, and over budget. That's when the city went back to the drawing board. To make the 

project work, the city is removing a new roof from the slate of the project, and the Parks 

Department will contribute another $30,000 of their own funds. Beaman says, while they didn't 

want to make changes, he's happy with where they've landed. The Board of Works unanimously 

approved awarding the contract to Pittman General Contracting, the low bidder on the project. The 

final cost of the project settled at $133,000.
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Preservation/Promotion of Local 

History NewsCenter 22 3/6/2019 17:00 1:30

The Knox County Commissioners have appointed a member to the Pantheon Educational Center 

Operating Board. Commissioner Trent Hinkle nominated Dennis Mouzin as representative for the 

commissioners for the Pantheon Operating Board at their meeting on Tuesday. Mouzin is the owner 

of Mouzin Brothers Farms, along with his brother Ed. Hinkle says Mouzin is very excited and is more 

than willing to serve on the Pantheon Operating Board, and feels that his experience as a 

businessman will bring a great deal of knowledge to the board. Mouzin will join Chris Ernst, the 

former owner of Miller Construction; Harry Nolting, a member of the County Council; Steve Miller, 

founder of INVin; Tony Burkhart, owner of Burkhart Insurance Agency and an early champion of the 

project; Helen Seirp, Vincennes region president of Old National Bank; and Don Villwock, a member 

of the current Pantheon Board, all current members of the Pantheon Educational Center Operating 

Board. During their meeting Tuesday, Hinkle also updated the Commissioners on the progress the 

board is making, regarding the bids they just received for interior work, saying the architects are 

thoroughly going through each bid, and want to take as much time as needed to make sure it's 

right.

Preservation/Promotion of Local 

History NewsCenter 22 3/12/2019 17:00 1:01

The Vincennes City Council appointed one of their own to serve on the Pantheon Eduction Center. 

Members of the Education Center will oversee the operation of the former theater which is being 

renovated to be used as a business incubator. Scott Brown was elected on a 6-to-1 vote to serve as 

the Council's representative. Council President Duane Chattin cast the lone no vote. Chattin had 

nomintated Jennifer Pacheco, Chairman of Vincennes University's business department to serve as 

the council's representative, citing her business background and prior work experience with the 

Good Samaritan Foundation. However, Councilman Tim Salters says because of the financial 

commitment the city has made to restoring the Pantheon,  he felt it was important that the 

appointee come from the council.  Councilwoman Shirley Rose also supported Brown's appointment 

stating that Knox County Councilman Harry Nolting was appointed by that group to serve as its 

representative.

Preservation/Promotion of Local 

History NewsCenter 22 3/25/2019 17:00 :45

After a 47 year drought, the Vincennes University men's basketball team are National Champions 

once again. The Trailblazers defeated Ranger College 87-to-77 Saturday afternoon in the National 

Junior College title game at Hutchinson, Kansas. It V-U's first Championship since 1972. Franklin 

received the Coach of the Tournament award. Kevin (OH-Sah-Way) Osawe who led the Trailblazers 

with 22-points and 10 rebounds was named the Tournament's Most Valuable Player. Kevin (Can-

Goo) Kangu and Keith Clemons were also named to the All-Tournament team.  
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Preservation/Promotion of Local 

History NewsCenter 22 3/25/2019 17:00 :43

The City of Vincennes took time to celebrate the first city's founder today. At Noon, a wreath laying 

ceremony took place at the statue of the Sieur (soo-er) de Vincennes, located at the end of the city's 

river-walk, at the corner of 1st and Main. Francois-Marie Bissot passed away on this date in 1736. 

following a battle in present-day Tupelo, Mississippi. Joy Biggs, one of the founding members of the 

Friends of Vincennes Heritage, delivered a proclamation from Vincennes Mayor Joe Yochum before, 

cementing the date as Sieur de Vincennes Day. The proclamation was followed by a brief speech 

about the Sieur and his significance.

Public Safety (Law 

Enforcement, Crime, Fire, 

Severe Weather, Natural 

Disasters) NewsBreak 1/8/2019 17:30 0:38

 A fire destroyed a home in Carlisle early Monday morning.

According to the Sullivan Daily Times, the fire is believed to have started from a heat lamp to help 

keep animals warm. Carlisle-Haddon assistant fire Chief Harold Morgan tells the newspaper that 

family members informed him they had made a box outside for cats and they think thatâ€™s where 

the fire started. The department â€” along with tankers from the Oaktown and Freelandville fire 

departments in Knox County â€” were called in to assist with putting out the fire. Crews were on 

scene for roughly three and a half hours, and no injuries were reported. 

Public Safety (Law Enforcement, 

Crime, Fire, Severe Weather, 

Natural Disasters) NewsBreak 1/15/2019 17:30 0:54

As winter continues and we prepare for a big cool down over the weekend, Indiana Conservation 

Officers are advising citizens of the hazards of being on frozen bodies of water. Every winter, 

thousands of Hoosiers safely enjoy fishing, skating, hiking, or just sliding around on frozen ponds 

and lakes. And every year, people drown after falling through ice. Just like re-learning how to drive 

on snow versus clear roads, some Hoosiers need to re-learn how to safely have fun on ice. 

Conservation Officers urge caution first and foremost. No ice is safe ice. At least 4 inches of ice is 

recommended for ice fishing; 5 inches is recommended for snowmobiling, and if you donâ€™t 

knowâ€¦.donâ€™t go. Always wear life jackets, carry ice hooks and rope gear, leave a note with a 

friend or family member of your whereabouts and never test the thickness of the ice while alone.

Public Safety (Law Enforcement, 

Crime, Fire, Severe Weather, 

Natural Disasters) NewsBreak 1/22/2019 17:00 0:28

THE DEATH OF A KNOX COUNTY WOMAN REMAINS UNDER INVESTIGATION. DEPUTIES RESPONDED 

TO AN OVERDOSE AT A RESIDENCE ON STATE ROAD 67 LATE FRIDAY EVENING, WHERE THEY FOUND 

A WOMAN UNRESPONSIVE. THAT WOMAN, 23-YEAR-OLD CONSTANCE GRAY, WAS TAKEN TO 

METHODIST HOSPITAL, WHERE SHE LATER DIED. THE WOMAN WHO MADE THE 911 CALL, 28-YEAR-

OLD CASSANDRA COOPER, WAS TAKEN INTO CUSTODY BY THE KNOX COUNTY SHERIFF'S 

DEPARTMENT. SHE HAS BEEN CHARGED WITH A PAIR OF POSSESSION CHARGES.
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Public Safety (Law Enforcement, 

Crime, Fire, Severe Weather, 

Natural Disasters) NewsBreak 1/21/2019 17:00 0:36

Bicknell Mayor Thomas Estabrook says the city's water supply is safe to drink. The mayor's office 

had fielded complaints from a few residents who noticed an odor from their tap water. Estabrook 

says the odor was caused by a pump malfunction at the water plant. He says the pump quit running, 

however, the computer that runs the plant did not show it as being out of service, chlorine 

continued to be put into the system.Estabrook says the pump has been removed for repair and the 

problem has been resolved. He says the odor should soon dissipate, and the water is safe to use..   

Public Safety (Law Enforcement, 

Crime, Fire, Severe Weather, 

Natural Disasters) NewsBreak 1/26/2019 17:00 0:47

Fire destroyed a Lawrence County, Illinois business yesterday. the Lawrence-Allison fire department 

responded to a report of a structure fire at Growing Green Lawn Care around 4:00 central time 

Thursday afternoon. The fire was fully involved by the time firefighters arrived on the scene. Tanker 

trucks from the Vincennes Township Fire Department were called in to assist with battling the blaze. 

No injuries were reported and a cause for the fire has not been determined at this time. The owners 

of Growing Green Lawn Care posted on their facebook page that they will continue doing business 

and can be contacted at the same phone number. The business will temporarIly relocate their 

offices to their sister business at the Vincennes Laundromat.

Public Safety (Law Enforcement, 

Crime, Fire, Severe Weather, 

Natural Disasters) NewsCenter 22 1/29/2019 17:00 0:34

Bricks came falling down on a Main Street business early Monday morning. A facade caving down at 

419 Main Street was reported yesterday morning, bringing down half of the old Something Special 

awning.  At Monday's Board of Works meeting, City Inspector Phil Cooper reported on the issue and 

the current plans call for ridding the remaining brick left on the wall, taking it back to the windows. 

That work will take place today. The 400 block will remain blocked off for the majority today, 

possibly opening up one lane for traffic later in the day. 

Public Safety (Law Enforcement, 

Crime, Fire, Severe Weather, 

Natural Disasters) NewsCenter 22 1/31/2019 17:00 0:35

A Gibson County woman was sentenced to 24-years in prison Wednesday. Earlier this month, 25-

year-old Ashley Sanders pled guilty to causing death with a vehicle while intoxicated and driving too 

fast for conditions. In September of last year, Sanders was driving on Old US 41 in Gibson County, 

when she failed to see the vehicle in front of her stop. That vehicle was being driven by 19-year-old 

Trevor Watt of Princeton. 20-year-old James Gasaway of Haubstadt was his passenger. Both died as 

a result of the accident. It was later discovered Sanders had a blood alcohol level of .27%.

Public Safety (Law Enforcement, 

Crime, Fire, Severe Weather, 

Natural Disasters) NewsCenter 22 2/4/2019 17:00 0:54

One man is dead after falling through ice in Daviess County. According to the Indiana Department of 

Natural Resources, the Daviess County Sheriffâ€™s Office responded to the call of a man who had 

fallen through the ice Friday night. Emergency crews were able to pull 55-year-old Roger L. Williams 

of Loogootee from the frigid waters. Authorities say it appears Williams was ice fishing, and was not 

wearing any type of personal flotation device. He was pronounced dead at the scene. The ice near 

where Williams was found only measured two inches thick. Conservation Officers say at least four 

inches is needed to support the weight of a person.
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Public Safety (Law Enforcement, 

Crime, Fire, Severe Weather, 

Natural Disasters) NewsCenter 22 2/18/2019 17:00 0:35

Quick action by a number of local emergency units resulted in a successful water rescue over the 

weekend in Southern Knox County.  Crews from Decker, Johnson, Vincennes and Washington 

townships responded to the report of a person stuck in floodwaters Saturday afternoon in the area 

of Decker Chapel and Wabash River Roads. According to reports, the driver was on top of the 

vehicle and had called for help. The use of air boats, drones and other emergency equipment was 

used to locate and rescue the victim. No injuries came as a result of the incident.

Public Safety (Law Enforcement, 

Crime, Fire, Severe Weather, 

Natural Disasters) NewsCenter 22 2/22/2019 17:00 0:37

In a press release issued this morning, the Indiana Public Employers' Plan, or IPEP, announced the 

City of Vincennes as the recipient of its 2019 Safety Grant Award. According to IPEP, the grant funds 

given to the city will be used to purchase safety equipment and pay for training programs designed 

to reduce or limit a workers' compensation exposure. IPEP is partnerting with the city and German 

American Insurance for the grant award, to promote a safe work environment and assist with risk 

management resources. Since 1989, IPEP has assisted over 700 public entities with workers' 

compensation claims.

Public Safety (Law Enforcement, 

Crime, Fire, Severe Weather, 

Natural Disasters) NewsCenter 22 2/27/2019 17:00 0:49

A fire destroyed a home in Odon Monday night leaving a family in need.   The home of Sandra Keith 

was destroyed in the blaze.  Sheâ€™s a paramedic with Southwest Medical services.  Keith and her 

children and others in the home managed to get out safely.    Monetary donations are being 

accepted at Old National Bank.  Also clothing for the family can be taken to Southwest Medical in 

Washington and Odon and also the Vincennes Township Fire Department in Knox County.ã€€ 

Clothing sizes needed are boys clothes for 6 to 9 months and 18 months.  Adult women and 15 year 

old girls clothing including womenâ€™s medium tops and 34 waist pants and large legging. Also 

menâ€™s extra large and triple extra large shirts, menâ€™s 2X pants and 34 by 32 menâ€™s pants.  

Baby supplies and home furnishing donations are also being requested

Public Safety (Law Enforcement, 

Crime, Fire, Severe Weather, 

Natural Disasters) NewsCenter 22 3/18/2019 17:00 0:28

The cause of a fire that destroyed a popular Gibson County restaurant remains under investigation. 

The Princeton Daily Clarion reports fire crews were dispatched to the Hilltop Tavern around 1:30 

Friday Morning. Fire officials say the north side of the building was fully engulfed in flames when 

they arrived on the scene. Authorities say the fire apparently originated in the dining room area, 

but the cause has not yet been determined. 
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State/Local/National 

Government NewsBreak 1/4/2019 17:30 1:00

Knox County Commissioner Tim Ellerman blocked the reappointment of the county's EMA director 

during Thursday's board meeting. Ellerman says he wanted to discuss the re-appointment of John 

Streeter whose wife Kellie Streeter serves as Commission president. The move came despite the 

unanimous endorsement from the County's EMA advisory board to retain Streeter as the director. 

Kellie Streeter recused herself from the vote which saw Ellerman fail to second a motion by 

commission member Trent Hinkle to retain John Streeter.  Streeter will continue to serve in his 

current position until a replacement is named. He had served as EMA Director for the past 15 years.

State/Local/National Government NewsBreak 1/9/2019 17:30 0:53

The Knox County Republican Party has rolled out a large portion of their line up for the 2019 

elections. This morning, seven Republicans filed to participate in the Municipal Elections this fall. Six 

of those Candidates will run for City Council, with Councilmen Brian Grove and Tim Salters seeking 

to stay on the Council. Grove will look to retain his seat in District 1, while Salters will seek to obtain 

an At-Large seat on the council in 2019. Joining Grove and Salters were Ed Gornall, who is seeking 

the District 2 seat, John Stangle running in District 3, Ryan Lough running in District 5 and Marc 

McNeece seeking the second At-Large seat. Also filing this morning was former Knox County 

Assessor Cathy Lane, who will see the position of Clerk-Treasurer for the City of Vincennes.

State/Local/National Government NewsBreak 1/16/2018 17:00 0:55

John Streeter will remain Director of the Knox County Emergency Management Agency. At their 

meeting two weeks ago, a motion for Streeter to be reappointed as EMA Director died without a 

second by Commissioner Tim Ellerman. As it turns out, Streeter never needed the reappointment in 

the first place. After digging a bit deeper into the law and speaking to EMA experts around the 

state, Commissioner Trent Hinkle discovered the letter of the law doesn't call for an annual 

reappointment for the EMA Director. In fact, the language of the law was drafted to keep the 

position out of the political process. The only approval that would ever be needed would come if a 

new person were to take over the position.

State/Local/National Government NewsBreak 1/21/2019 17:00 0:31

The Vincennes City Council is complete once again. Democrat Traci Breece has been approved to fill 

the seat left vacant by the late Jim Westfall in the city's 2nd district. Breece has called Vincennes 

home for the past two decades, and says she wants to work to ensure the city's future. That can be 

done, she says, by enticing the youth to invest in the city. Breece's appointment only locks in her 

place on the council for the remainder of 2019, although she confirmed she plans to file for the 

2019 Municipal Elections.
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State/Local/National Government NewsBreak 1/25/2019 17:00 0:49

Two newly created Board's will hold their initial meetings next week at the Knox County 

Courthouse. The Knox County Unsafe Building Board will hold its organizational session on Tuesday, 

January 29th at 3 pm in the Commissioners Room. The board was created under an ordinance by 

the County Commissioners to oversee cleanup or removal of unsafe properties brought to their 

attention by the county's code compliance officer. That same day at 4 pm The Knox County Invasive 

Species board will hold its organizational meeting. Last year, the Commissioners passed an 

ordinance that seeks to halt the spread of invasive plants that threaten the county's natural flora. 

The enforcing authority will be the county's natural resource specialist. Both meetings are open to 

the public.    

State/Local/National Government NewsCenter 22 2/11/2019 17:00 1:44

We now know what the 2019 Municipal Elections will look like this Fall in Vincennes. The only 

contested race in any of the Knox County races will be for the Democratic representative in the race 

for Vincennes City Council in District One. Will Drews and Eric Burke are the candidates vying to 

represent their party. The winner will face off against Republican Incumbent Brian Grove. All other 

races will be contest on November 5th between local Republicans, Democrats and Libertarians. 

Sticking with the Vincennes City Council, Democrat incumbent Traci Breece will defend her seat 

against Republican Ed Gornall in District 2. The District 3 race will be one with three candidates: 

Democratic Incumbent Scott Brown, Libertarian Shane Lemler and Republican John Stangle. In 

District 4, Democrat Dan Ravellette will seek to retain his seat on the council against Republican 

Michelle James. District 5 will see a new councilman take the role in 2019, as Republican Ryan 

Lough squares off against Democrat Vicki Reeves. Rounding out the Vincennes City Council will be 

the race for a pair of At-Large seats, currently held by Democrats Shirley Rose and Duane Chattin. 

They will be challenged by Libertarian Bruce Johnson and Republicans Tim Salters and Marc 

McNeece. The position of Clerk-Treasurer will also be filled by a new face next year. Current Clerk-

Treasurer Sharon Meek won't seek re-election in the new year. She will be succeeded by either 

Republican Cathy Lane and Democrat Angela Herron. No Republican filed to run against Vincennes 

Mayor Joe Yochum this Fall, effectively securing his spot as only the second Mayor in the city's 

History to serve three terms.

State/Local/National Government NewsCenter 22 2/11/2019 17:00 :44

The slate of Candidates is set for the 2019 Municipal Elections in the city of Bicknell. Mayor Thomas 

Estabrook will run unopposed as we head into 2020, securing his position for the next four years. 

The Bicknell City Council appears to be set for 2019. Republican Incumbent Rod Mullins is 

unopposed in the race for the District 1 seat. The same can be said for Republican Incumbent 

Richard "Butch" Byrer in District 2, Democrat Timothy Miller in District 3, Republican Incumbent 

John Vendes in District 4, and At-Large Democratic Incumbent Wally Cullen. Republican Rebecca 

Nickless is the only candidate to run for Bicknell Clerk-Treasurer. Republican Incumbent Gary Byrer 

is also running unopposed for Bicknell City Judge.
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State/Local/National Government NewsCenter 22 2/13/2019 17:00 1:01

The City of Vincennes and Knox County could soon come together to create a resource for them 

both. Vincennes Mayor Joe Yochum appeared before the Knox County Council at their meeting last 

night, proposing the idea of a joint city-county employee to serve as a resource for both entities as 

they pursue grants and other funds. Yochum particularly pointed to the ongoing partnership 

between the City and County to manage the Pantheon Business Theatre as a reason creating such a 

position could be a future asset. According to Yochum, members of the City Council are interested 

in the proposal. County Council members expressed their interest as well. Discussions about 

creating such a position are expected to continue in the near future. In other Pantheon news, 

Attorney Drew Porter says title work should finish up soon and the property could be officially 

transferred from INVin to the City/County partnership as soon as this week.

State/Local/National Government NewsCenter 22 3/4/2019 17:00 0:55

State Representative Bruce Borders disagrees with Governor Holcomb on the need for Indiana to 

enact an all inconclusive hate crimes bill. Speaking on WVUT's Meet Your Legislators program, 

Borders says Indiana judges are already given discretion in using HATE bias as an aggravating 

circumstance when handing down a sentence. He argues that the proposal is politically motivated.  

The Indiana Chamber of Commerce joined with the Governor for an all inclusive bill including 

certain minority groups including the LGBT community could play a factor in attracting new business 

to the state.  But Borders maintains Indiana's economy is strong and not having a hate crimes bill 

isn't effecting the state's ability to lure  new industry here. 

State/Local/National Government NewsCenter 22 3/8/2019 17:00 0:40

Democrats in Vincennes First District will notice a shorter ballot in May. Vincennes will see only one 

race in the upcoming Primary as Democrats Will Drews and Eric Burke seek their party's nomination 

for City Council. Thursday afternoon, the decision was made that the two will be the only names on 

the entire primary ballot. The Knox County Election Board made the decision at their meeting to 

exclude the names of the other Democrats running unopposed for their party's nomination from 

the ballot. The entire board agreed including those names was unneeded, especially after certifying 

all unopposed candidates during their meeting.

State/Local/National Government NewsCenter 22 3/8/2019 17:00 0:52

THINGS WILL WIDELY REMAIN THE SAME FOR KNOX COUNTY VOTERS IN THE UPCOMING MAY 

PRIMARY. THURSDAY AFTERNOON, KNOX COUNTY CLERK DAVID SHELTON PRESENTED THE OPTION 

TO THE ELECTION BOARD TO USE PAPER BALLOTS IN THE MAY ELECTION, AS OPPOSED TO THE 

TYPICAL MICROVOTE MACHINES. SHELTON SAYS, WITH THE NUMBER OF VOTERS EXPECTED TO 

TURN OUT FOR THE ELECTION, PAPER BALLOTS MAY BE A MORE SIMPLE OPTION. SHELTON ALSO 

ADDED THERE MAY ALSO BE A MONETARY BENEFIT TO THE CITY OF  VINCENNES. IN THE END, THE 

BOARD VOTED AGAINST THE USE OF PAPER BALLOTS.
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State/Local/National Government NewsCenter 22 3/12/2019 17:00 0:59

Vincennes Mayor Joe Yochum's State of the City of Address last night reflected positive growth. In 

looking back at the past year, Yochum says improvements were made to 4-Lakes Park, new 

equipment purchases were made for a variety of city departments along with ongoing 

infrastructure improvements. He added that wouldn't have been possible without careful 

financial.planning.  Branden Robbins with Reedy Financial says despite circuit breakers which limits 

the amount of money cities are able to raise through property taxes, Vincennes was able to invest 

10-million dollars in capital improvements over the last five years.  Yochum says some of that 

money was used to provide local matches for grants the city received.  He says those cash reserves 

will be needed as they look to make repairs to the city's animal shelter.

State/Local/National Government NewsCenter 22 3/13/2019 17:00 0:37

A change of plea hearing has been set for former Knox County Solid Waste Director Tracy 

Clinkenbeard. Knox County Councilman Randy Crismore who sits on the Solid Waste Board told 

council members last night that a hearing is scheduled for April 22nd at 11 am in Knox County 

Superior Court-One.  Clinkenbeard was arrested in September 2016 for allegedly embezzling more 

than $100,000 from the organization over a 5-year period. Under the terms of the plea agreement, 

Crismore says Clinkenbeard could face up to a maximum of 180 days in Jail and must make full 

restitution to the Solid Waste Management District.

State/Local/National Government NewsCenter 22 3/20/2019 17:00 0:36

The Knox County Council altered the Sheriff's pension plan at a special meeting on Tuesday.  This 

meeting was called to change the policy for the trustee retirement plans of the Knox County 

Sheriff's Department from Old National Wealth Management in Evansville to German-American 

Financial Services in Jasper.  The decision was approved amongst the Knox County Council, the Knox 

County Commissioners, and the Sheriff's Merit Board.  Sheriff Doug Vantlin said that this change will 

save the county $25,000-$30,000 a year.  There are currently 24 deputies who take advantage of 

the retirement plan. 
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The Economy NewsCenter 22 2/6/2019 17:00 1:49

Vincennes University has been given the green light to continue with their French Village project. 

VU's Vice President of Financial Services and Government Relations Phil Rath, along with attorney 

Ed Cummings, appeared before the Vincennes Historic Review Board at their meeting Tuesday 

night. First, the University requested permission to demolish the home currently standing at 615 

North 1st Street. Originally, VU had pledged to make an attempt to restore the home and possibly 

use it for University events. They followed through with that promise, but after seeking further 

opinions, it was revealed the cost to renovate the structure wouldn't be financially feasible. The 

house itself was recently appraised for just over $30,000 and estimates reflect a need for well over 

$200,000 worth of work to make it usable for the University. And while VU had hoped to save the 

home from demolition, Rath says doing so wasn't the right move for the University or the project. 

The HRB approved VU's request to raze the property, two to one. The house at the corner of 1st and 

Shelby will remain, with the University set to commit over $200,000 to renovate and restore it. The 

property, 617 North 1st, will be integrated into the French Village project, with mostly interior 

renovations in its future. The HRB meeting concluded with a closer look at the project itself, and 

what the property will look like once VU is finished. The mix of two and three story French-style 

homes will make room for over 200 VU students, and create a greater connection between the 

University and the ever-expanding downtown area. The Historic Review Board voted in favor of 

giving VU the green light to build. The French Village homes are expected to begin the physical 

building process closer to this Summer.

The Economy NewsCenter 22 3/7/2019 17:00 1:03

Vincennes University has announced a new partnership with Toyota and WorkOne Southwest to 

improve adult education. During a press conference Wednesday, it was announced VU and 

WorkOne will use a $60,000 grant to help expand high school equivalency, or HSE, efforts. The 

program is aimed at helping the thousands of adult Hoosiers in Southwestern Indiana without a 

high school diploma gain further education and more job opportunities. Often times, the cost of the 

HSE exam prevents some from obtaining their diploma equivalent. The money, which comes from 

Toyota, was originally only set to be $40,000.  Toyota's Chief Administrative Officer for North 

America Chris Reynolds changed that, adding another $20,000 to the program. That money will go 

towards creating new learning locations and online learning opportunities, as well as offset the cost 

of the HSE exam.  After receiving their diploma equivalent, those going through the program can 

work with WorkOne Southwest to find employment suitable to their skills.

The Economy NewsBreak 3/14/2019 17:00 :25

The Knox County Development Corporation had their annual meeting Wednesday.  President and 

CEO of the KCDC Kent Utt spoke to the growth the KCDC has seen over the past year.  Utt said they 

get a big draw of employees from Illinois, with businesses such as Pioneer Oil. Utt says they are 

trying to get more business to move to Knox County whether it's an existing business or growing 

one from the ground up. 
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The Environment NewsCenter 22 1/30/2019 17:00 1:15

The Knox County Invasive Species Board made state history Tuesday afternoon. The Board - the first 

of it's kind in Indiana - held 2019 organizational meeting at the Knox County Courthouse, briefly 

discussing the board's purpose and the procedure they will follow beginning in 2020. Natural 

Resource Specialist Will Drews with the Knox County Soil and Water Conservation District has been 

tasked with informing landscapers they have violated the county's invasive species ordinance. A 

first appeal will be made to the Invasive Species Board. After their ruling, a second appeal can be 

made in Knox Superior Court 2. First time violations of the new ordinance will carry a penalty of 

$2,500 with each following violation packing a $7,500 per day. Jennifer Nettles was elected as the 

Board's first president, while Larry Sutterer will serve as the Board's Vice President. Mike 

Brocksmith, Kenny Risley and Bill Tennis round out the board.

The Environment NewsCenter 22 2/6/2019 17:00 0:39

The natural gas market is just where it should be. Brian Hirshberg of Constellation Energy, which is 

the natural gas supplier for Knox County facilities, reported to the County Commissioners on 

Tuesday  the natural gas volumes have been consistent over the past few years, mentioning only a 

slight jump in both February and December of 2018, which was due to the cold weather. Hirshberg 

states that there was a slight surplus last year, but that production is at an all time high, 6.5% higher 

than last year. Hirshberg also reminds the county that weather plays a significant role for natural 

gas prices as we gear towards Spring.

The Environment NewsCenter 22 2/20/2019 17:00 1:03

The Knox County Public Library Board is taking the lead on eliminating invasive species. At their 

meeting Tuesday evening, the Board heard from Natural Resource Specialist WIll Drews about 

possibily removing a number of plants currently listed on the states invasive species list. Drews 

pointed out the biggest problem on the library grounds are the number of burning bushes that line 

the parking lot - something the Library had already expressed an interest in removing. Also on the 

grounds, Drews noted a callery pear tree, Chinese silver grass and English Ivy, among other plant 

the library could remove. Drews also noted the Library could apply for a native garden grant 

through the Knox County Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area, that would see the 

CISMA remove those invasive species and replace them with native plants.

The Environment NewsCenter 22 3/11/2019 17:00 0:42

A local company is once again encouraging Vincennes residents to help clean up the city. Burkhart 

Insurance will once again sponsor the Vincennes City Clean-Up, set to take place this year on May 

4th. As part of the event, local groups establish teams and are assigned certain areas of the city to 

clean up. On the day of the event, they will gather with trash bags to pick up garbage in the area. 

For each bag they collection $10 will be donated to the local non-profit organization of their choice, 

with a limit of $250 per non-profit. Sign ups are already open for the event. To get your team on the 

list or to find out more about the Vincennes City Clean-Up, you can call Burkhart Insurtance at (812) 

882-3600.
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The Environment 22 Magazine 3/30/2019 19:30 13:00

 Several infrastructure projects are underway in the City of Bicknell and Mayor Thomas Estabrook 

has joined the show to provide an update on those projects as well as plans for Community Garden. 

Transportation NewsBreak 1/15/2019 17:30 0:46

The City of Washington has agreed to take ownership of old U.S. 50 which runs through town. 

Mayor Joe Wellman and City officials have been in negotiations with INDOT for over the last three 

years to get the State to rebuild the deteriorating roadbed.  Wellman says the agreement calls for 

Washington to rebuild the road, with the State furnishing 87% of the funding, or just over $15 

million. The City's share of the project will be just over $2 million. The long-term project will be 

divided into three phases. Wellman says the work will also include replacing the 80 year old water 

and sewer lines under the roadbed. The road project is expected to take 4-years to complete. The 

Washington City Council Monday voted 6-to-1 to take ownership of the roadway. 

Transportation NewsCenter 22 2/7/2019 17:00 0:40

A State Senator is pushing to honor a First Lt. Clayton Cullen. Senator Eric Bassler of Washington 

recently put forth a pair of resolutions to not only honor Cullen, but Major Emerson Barker. 

Resolution 8, as presented by Bassler, would push the Indiana Department of Transportation to 

name a portion of State Road 67 in Cullen's honor. Cullen, a Bicknell native, died in a helicopter 

training exercise in California last year. The official name, should the resolution pass through the full 

senate, would be The "Lt. Clayton Robert Cullen Memorial Highway." Resolution 7, in honor of 

Barker, a Greene County native, would do the same to a portion of Highway 45/58.

Transportation NewsCenter 22 2/21/2019 17:00 0:44

Work continues on Phase One of the Main Street project, although bouts of wet winter weather 

have slowed things down a bit. This morning, City Engineer John Sprague told the Vincennes 

Redevelopment Commission that work on the storm sewer is now complete, and crews are in the 

process of working on a sanitary change order. Once that order is finished, work will begin on 

reconstructing the bridge that sits in the middle of the project, between 22nd Street and 

Jamestown Apartments. Prep work for new street lighting is also underway on the project. As of 

right now, Sprague says Phase One remains on track, and the initial potion of the project is expected 

to be done before the start of the 2019-2020 school year.

Transportation NewsCenter 22 2/26/2019 17:00 1:10

The planning for the Washington Avenue Project will roll on.  City Engineer John Sprague appeared 

before the Board of Works at their meeting on Monday to give the board an update on where the 

project stands and to give an update on the consultant contract. Upon Sprague's recommendation, 

the board signed a contract with United Consulting out of Indianapolis for the project. That contract 

is for just over $750,000. Sprague says the contract leads up all the way to the bidding process for 

construction. Vincennes Mayor Joe Yochum said the project will be done in two phases, from Saint 

Clair out to Bell Crossing.  Yochum says with this project, they will be redoing the streets, sidewalks, 

curbs and adding bike lanes. It's important that they do this area first since there aren't currently 

any sidewalks. 
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Transportation NewsCenter 22 3/22/2019 17:00 1:01

A pair of Main Street projects have been a big focus for the city of Vincennes recently. Now, one is 

finished, while the other remains on track. City Engineer John Sprague told members of the 

Vincennes Redevelopment Commission this morning Phase One of the Main Street Projects is still 

scheduled to be completed before the beginning of the 2019-2020 school year. Right now, crews 

from Kerns Excavating are working on the bridge portion of the project, which Sprague says could 

take another two to three weeks. He noted the next step in the project will be bringing in road bed 

for the stretch between 22nd Street and Jamestown Apartments. Phase Two of the project remains 

in the design Phase, while Phase Three isn't far behind. Both Phase Two and Three will be done 

simultaneously, beginning in 2022. In downtown Vincennes, Sprague says the parking lot at 6th and 

Main is ready to be wrapped up. Canopy work on the sidewalks surround the lot is finished, and 

landscaping work came to a close yesterday.

Transportation NewsCenter 22 3/26/2019 17:00 0:48

The City of Vincennes and Knox County will share in over $115 Million as part of the state's 

Community Crossings Matching Grant program. Indiana Governor Eric Holcomb and INDOT 

Commissioner Joe McGuinness announced a total of 189 Indiana cities, towns and counties would 

receive a portion of the funding, dedicated to improve local road throughout the Hoosier state. 

Knox County will receive a total of $615,000 as part of the program. Those dollars will go to fund 

projects already underway in the county. This will be the last year INDOT allows projects already 

underway to be funded through the program. In Vincennes, a total of $560,500 will be dedicated to 

road projects in Indiana's first city. Monroe City, Bruceville and Sandborn will also receive funding 

from the CCMG Program.

Transportation NewsCenter 22 3/28/2019 17:00 0:54

The City of Vincennes will take aim at a total of 29 different streets this year as part of the 

Community Crossing Match Grant Paving Project. Earlier this week, it was announced Vincennes will 

receive a total of $560,500 from the state as part of the project. Coupled with a local match, a total 

of $1.2 million will be spent to improve local roads during the 2019 construction season. This is the 

third time the city has successfully applied for funds as part of the CCMG program. The latest round 

of funding brings the three-year grand total dedicated to local roads to $3.6 Million. The streets set 

to be worked on this year have been split into four different packages. According to the Vincennes 

Mayor's Office, those packages will be put out for bid in the coming months.

Transportation 22 Magazine 2/16/2019 19:30 13:00

TRANSPORTATION IS THE NAME OF THE GAME IN WASHINGTON. THE CITY RECENTLY COMPLETED 

AN OVERHEAD TRAIN BRIDGE ON THE EAST CITY OF THE CITY. PLUS, THEY'RE ON TRACK TO MADE 

BIG CHANGES TO OLD 50 THAT RUNS THROUGH TOWN. JOINING THE SHOW TO DISCUSS THOSE 

PROJECTS AND OTHER THINGS GOING ON IN WASHINGTON IS MAYOR JOE WELLMAN
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