
WJHL TV 

News Channel 11 

Nexstar Media Group, Inc.  

Tri-Cities TN/VA 

(Johnson City, TN) 

 

 

Community Issues Report 

4th Quarter 2018 

October 1, 2018 – December 31, 2018 

 

 

1. Agriculture/environment 

2. Alcohol/tobacco/firearms 

3. Crime 

4. Education 

5. Government 

6. Health 

 

 



AGRICULTURE & ENVIRONMENT 

 

Mold Closes UT Dorm 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.3.18 

 

 

 

The University of Tennessee announced it will close one of its residence halls for the rest of the 

academic year after mold was discovered in some of the rooms.  UT says students who live in 

Laurel Hall will be relocated for the rest of the fall and spring semesters.  This will impact more 

than 500 students.  The university says it does not believe the mold presents any major health or 

safety risks.  They say cleanup of the mold will take at least 14 weeks. 

 

 

 

Bear in Johnson City 

Length:  1:45 

Format:  Voice Overs – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Shira Evans / Justin Soto 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  10.8.18 

 

 

 

Moments ago wildlife officers captured an unwelcome guest making visits to neighborhoods 

across Johnson City.  Bear sightings started coming into our newsroom Sunday.  Donna Winters 



said a bear was exploring an area of Boones Creek near Bob Evans Restaurant.  Today, Stan 

Hathorn says security cameras captured scenes of an uninvited guest around his home on West 

Holston Avenue.  Another sighting came in from Logan Delp.  He says a bear was wandering 

around Montclair Drive in the Towne Acres neighborhood.  The bear seemed to enjoy Towne 

Acres because it stayed a while and that's where the hunt came to an end.  After 9 hours of 

exploring Johnson City, wildlife officials captured a 150 pound bear after it climbed a tree.  The 

Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency tranquilized the bear around 2 pm.  Around 5 pm, the 

bear was successfully placed in a trap.  TWRA agents say the bear was an adult male, and he was 

looking for food.  TWRA says the bear will be tagged and marked so they can keep track of it.  

TWRA agents told us they will release the bear in Cherokee National Forest. 

 

 

 

TN Wildfire Season 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.8.18 

 

 

 

Starting next week, burn permits will be required for outdoor debris fires in Tennessee.  Next 

Monday is the official start of wildfire season.  The Tennessee Division of Forestry says with 

recent and forecast rain, they expect favorable conditions for debris fires over the next couple of 

months.  Burn permits are required from October 15 through May 15. 

 

 

 

Virginia Pumpkins 

Length:  :50 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Dan Gray 



Show:  7:30pm 

Air Date:  10.10.18 

 

 

 

It's officially pumpkin month in Virginia.  Two hundred pumpkins were dropped off at the 

Executive Mansion from Montgomery County Tuesday.  But there's been quite a bit of rain this 

season and the water is making it difficult for some farmers to get the trucks in the field to pick 

their crop.  If the pumpkins stay in the water too long, it can cause them to rot.  However, so far, 

the crop looks good.  The Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services says the 

Commonwealth has about 2300 acres of pumpkins valued at more than $11 million. 

 

 

 

Carter County Flooding 

Length:  1:45 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Jordan Moore 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.11.18 

 

 

 

Flooding prompted an area school system to take quick action and dismiss students early this 

morning.  Carter County Schools wanted to make sure its buses could get students home safely.  

Rushing water washed away a driveway along Cove Creek Road in Roan Mountain.  Rescue 

squad members got us to the other side to talk with the people who had no way off their 

properties.  They told us this has happened in the past, but it has never happened as fast as it did 

today.  Members of the rescue squad told us they've been checking remote areas of the county all 

day but have not had to evacuate anyone or perform any rescues.  The water is receding now, but 

emergency teams still want to remind people tonight, if you see standing water, do not drive 

through it.   

 

 



 

Say, “Yes” to Fishing, Say, “No” to Drugs 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.12.18 

 

 

 

Hundreds of Rainbow Trout call Legion Street Pool home tonight, but this will not last long.  

The swimming hole becomes a fishing hole tomorrow for the Johnson City Police Department's, 

“Say, “Yes” to Fishing, Say, “No” to Drugs Fish-out.”  Poles and bait will be provided for kids 

ages 3 to 14.  The fish-out begins at 9 Saturday morning.  Volunteers will clean the fish the kids 

catch so they can take them home to cook.   

 

 

 

TN Burn Permits 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.15.18 

 

 

 

Today marks the official start of wildfire season in Tennessee.  Beginning today, burn permits 

are required.  You can obtain a permit from your local Division of Forestry.  Burning without a 

permit is a misdemeanor.  A possible punishment is up to 30 days in jail.   

 



 

 

Antibiotics in Burgers 

Length:  1:40 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5:30pm 

Air Date:  10.17.18 

 

 

 

Some of the largest fast food chains have received a failing grade from consumer and 

environmental groups for serving beef that was raised with antibiotics.  Shake Shack and 

Burgerfi were the only two fast food restaurants to earn an “A” for serving beef raised without 

the use of antibiotics.  Public health experts are concerned about antibiotic overuse, and a new 

report from consumer groups and environmentalists looked at the practices of the top 25 burger 

chains.  They gave 22 restaurants, including Burger King and McDonald's, an “F.”  Wendy's got 

a “D-” because it buys some beef from a supplier that uses reduced antibiotics.  Director of Food 

Policy Initiatives for Consumer Reports Jean Halloran says, “The problem of antibiotic 

resistance, which comes from overuse of antibiotics, both in humans and animals, is a crisis at 

this point.”  The authors of the report see the widespread use of antibiotics in meat production 

leading to the spread of drug resistant super-bugs.  The chicken industry recently came under fire 

for antibiotic use, prompting pledges from big chains to use chickens raised without them.  The 

National Cattlemen's Beef Association says, “The beef industry promotes the judicious use of 

antibiotics to keep potential risk of developing antibiotic resistant bacteria extremely low.  

According to Consumer Reports, 59% of people would pay more for a burger that was raised 

without antibiotics.   

 

 

 

Salad Recall 

Length:  :35 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 



Show:  5:30pm 

Air Date:  10.19.18 

 

A Houston, TX company is recalling ready-to-eat salads due to possible salmonella and listeria 

contamination.  GHSW LLC is recalling nearly 1800 pounds of ready-to-eat salads with chicken 

products labeled for Whole Foods Market and Trader Joe's.  The products were sold in 6 states 

including Tennessee.   

 

 

Bear in Hotel 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.21.18 

 

A bear made its way inside a Gatlinburg hotel.  A brave guest captured video of the bear eating 

from a trash can that had been knocked over.  The bear sighting happened at Days Inn and Suites 

in Gatlinburg. 

 

 

 

Woolly Worm Festival 

Length:  1:00 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.22.18 

 

 



A popular festival in Banner Elk, NC ended early this weekend due to high winds that caused 

significant damage.  Organizers of the Woolly Worm Festival say they were forced to abruptly 

end the event due to the weather.  The Avery County NC Chamber of Commerce sent photos of 

the wind damage to News Channel 11.  The main event of the festival, the Woolly Worm Race, 

was completed.  The winner was “Montgomery County's Best” raced by Carolyn Thompson.  

The winning woolly worm was used to make the festival's winter forecast.  The woolly worm has 

13 segments on its body, which are said to correspond to the 13 weeks of winter.  The more 

black you see, the more severe the winter.  This year's winner only had 3 black segments.  So, if 

you believe the Woolly Worm forecast, we should be in for a mild season.  According to the 

Woolly Worm Festival, winning worms had an 85% accuracy rate over the last 20 years. 

 

 

 

Deer Hunting Season 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.29.18 

 

 

Tennessee will open its muzzle loader and archery season for deer this weekend.  The Tennessee 

Wildlife Resources Agency says the season always begins the third Saturday before 

Thanksgiving.  Muzzle loading firearms of 36 caliber minimum as well as long bows, compound 

bows and crossbows are legal hunting equipment for this season.  Hunters may bag a limit of two 

antlered bucks, one per day.  A link to TWRA's licensing requirements is on our website, 

wjhl.com 

 

 

 

TWRA Hatchery Agreement 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 



Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.31.18 

 

 

An agreement between the Tennessee Valley Authority and a federal agency will help secure 

recreational fishing in our region.  Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency and the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service agreed to provide funding for trout production and stocking in Tennessee 

Valley Authority Waters through 2021.  The money will go to three national fish hatcheries – 

including one in Erwin.  Last year, the partnership provided more than 1.1 million brook, brown, 

lake and rainbow trout to TVA waters. 

 

 

 

Water Conservation 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.1.18 

 

 

Emergency Management officials are asking people in one part of southwest Virginia to 

conserve water.  The Russell County Emergency Management Agency is asking people who live 

in the town of Cleveland to reduce water usage.  They say a pump at the Kiser Well stopped 

working.  Repairs are expected to be complete by Wednesday, November 7. 

 

 

 

Snow Plows Ready 

Length:  :50 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 



Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.2.18 

 

 

It's hard to believe it's already that time of year, but the winter season is just around the corner.  

The City of Kingsport spent the day preparing for winter weather.  This afternoon, Kingsport's 

Public Works Department inspected the city's snowplows and salt spreaders.  The department 

added four more trucks this year for a total of 35.  Street Sanitation Manager says these 

inspections are important because once the winter weather hits, the department will not have a lot 

of time, “It helps us to be sure that all of our equipment is in good order, that all of our plows are 

on, that we have a set of chains for each truck, that our salt spreaders are working, that our lights 

are working, so it's a good thing to bring employee awareness to what they will be facing in the 

next few months.”  The department already has 3800 tons of salt on hand. 

 

 

 

TVA Boone Lake 

Length:  :55 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.5.18 

 

 

The Tennessee Valley Authority is preparing to clear out vegetation from Boone Lake.  That 

vegetation has grown thick since TVA lowered the water level to make repairs to Boone Dam.  

The vegetation around the lake has been an area of growing concern.  TVA tested equipment 

today that will be used to clear it, a process which will begin after the new year.  TVA says it 

will focus on some of the areas that will most impact navigation, “We did that in conjunction 

with the homeowners and working and listening to them and trying to come up with a balance 

here because certainly you don't want to cut too much because we don't want to impact fish or 

soil erosion on the lake.”  Also today, TVA donated a piece of equipment to help clean trash 

from Boone Lake.  TVA donated a 24-foot boat to the Boone Lake Association for its ongoing 

efforts to maintain the lake. 

 



 

 

Cats Euthanized 

Length:  1:40 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Chantel Batista 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.8.18 

 

 

A Tri-Cities shelter just euthanized as many as 50 cats which infuriated some animal lovers.  It 

happened at the Sullivan County Animal Shelter.  Tonight, we learned the discovery of a deadly 

virus over the weekend led to euthanization.  Upset animal lovers let their voices be heard at 

tonight's Sullivan County Commission work session.  They demanded the shelter be staffed with 

more experienced employees.  Mayor Richard Venable told those in attendance, moving 

forward, the shelter will focus on preventing this from ever happening again.   

 

 

 

Veteran Farmers 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.12.18 

 

 

This Veterans Day the Tennessee Agriculture Department says you can show your support for 

veterans by shopping.  The state has more than 400 veterans turned farmers.  Tennesseans can 

find their products by looking for the “Homegrown by Heroes” label in stores and on the website 

picktnproducts.org.  In 2018, Tennessee farmers received more Farmer Veteran Fellowship Fund 

Grants than any other states. 



 

 

 

Radon in Homes 

Length:  2:45 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Jackie DeFusco 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  11.12.18 

 

 

Radon is a naturally occurring, radioactive gas that's all around us.  It can be extremely 

hazardous when it becomes concentrated in a home.  Some say our region is a hot-bed for radon.  

Radon levels are measured in pica-curies per liter of air.  Experts say any level above 4 requires 

immediate action.  Most counties in northeast Tennessee are exposed to levels well above that.  

Experts say every homeowner should test for radon in their home.  Experts consider radon the 

leading cause of lung cancer in non-smokers, resulting in 21,000 deaths each year.  When you 

test, if your radon level is high, you can fix it.  Testing is free.  The TN Department of 

Environment and Conservation distributes them at no charge.  Some believe testing should be 

required before selling or buying a home.  Some states have strict laws surrounding radon and 

real estate transactions.  Tennessee does not.  There are many advocating for change in state 

laws.  If you find radon levels high in your home, you should hire someone who is certified to 

take care of the problem.  Currently in Tennessee, there's no licensing requirement even though 

at least 25 states, including Virginia, have regulations in place. 

 

 

 

Radon in Schools 

Length:  2:30 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Jackie DeFusco 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.12.18 



 

 

A News Channel 11 investigation found most northeast Tennessee schools do not test buildings 

for a known cancer-causing gas.  Radon is naturally occurring.  It comes from uranium in the 

soil.  It's colorless and odorless and experts say it's a leading cause of lung cancer.  Currently, we 

discovered Unicoi County is the only school system of the 11 we checked, in the process of 

testing for radon.  It is not a requirement by the state that schools be tested for radon.  Other 

states, including Virginia, require schools to test for the gas.  Some want laws making school 

radon testing a requirement in the state.   

 

 

 

VDOT Ready for Snow 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.13.18 

 

 

The Virginia Department of Transportation says it is ready for whatever this winter weather 

system brings our way.  VDOT says it has more than 2500 crew members and more than 11,000 

pieces of equipment ready to clear the roads.  It says it also has more than 700,000 tons of salt. 

 

 

 

Tannery Knobs Park 

Length:  2:00 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Ashley Sharp 

Show:  5am 

Air Date;  11.14.18 



 

 

The long awaited opening of Tannery Knobs Park in Johnson City is right around the corner.  

The new city park will have hiking trails and a pump track for cyclists.  The park is just minutes 

from downtown.  The city will take ownership of the park just before it opens.  Tannery Knobs is 

on track to be completed by the end of December or early January.  The $105,000 project was 

primarily funded by grants from the Tennessee Department of Health and “Up and At 'Em” 

through the Turkey Trot.   

 

 

USDA Jobs 

Length:  :50 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.15.18 

 

 

Southwest Virginia leaders are putting dollars behind their push to attract two United States 

Department of Agriculture offices.  Today, Washington County and Bristol leaders announced 

they are hiring a lobbyist for $2,000 a month to help them in the cause.  The group is touting the 

building that was formerly headquarters of Alpha Natural Resources, “That lobbyist is going to 

go after the appropriators in Congress and the members of the Agriculture Committee along with 

the staff of Secretary Sonny Perdue to basically lobby and educate why this is the best 

community in America to locate these two offices of the USDA.”  Washington County is vying 

against more than 130 other municipalities to attract the USDA.  The government will make a 

decision in early 2019. 

 

 

 

Deer Season 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 



Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.16.18 

 

 

 

Tomorrow is opening day of gun season for deer hunting in Tennessee.  If you plan to join in, we 

have some things you need to know.  If you are 13 years old or older, you must have a license to 

hunt.  Tomorrow you may see Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency agents at checking stations 

set up around the region.  They will collect samples from the deer for what's called chronic 

wasting disease.  It is a fatal, neurological disorder that is contagious among deer and elk, 

“Tennessee has not ever detected, but it is in several of our border states.  It's encroaching on the 

southeast, and we're fighting to keep it out of the state.”  Because of the serious threat of the 

disease, TWRA says if you're hunting outside the state, you must process your game before 

bringing it into Tennessee.  Gun hunting season runs through January 6. 

 

 

 

Turkey Recall Update 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.16.18 

 

 

 

Jennie-O is recalling more than 91,000 pounds of ground turkey that could be linked to a 

salmonella outbreak.  The recall involves 4 types of the company's raw turkey products including 

taco seasoned, Italian seasoned, 85% lean and 93% lean ground turkey.  Health investigators say 

one death has been linked to the recalled turkey. 

 

 

Turkey Tracker App 



Length:  :25 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.17.18 

 

 

 

The Track Your Turkey app allows you to see exactly where your Thanksgiving turkey came 

from.  All you have to do is type in a code listed on the bar code attached to your turkey.  Jennie-

O and Honeysuckle, two of the country's largest turkey producers, came up with the idea for the 

app. 

 

 

 

Interstate 81 Sinkhole 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.18.18 

 

 

 

One lane of Interstate 81 Southbound near mile marker 63 remains closed due to a sinkhole.  

Crews are working to make repairs.  The lane may remain closed through Monday afternoon, 

according to the Tennessee Department of Transportation.   

 

 

 

Winter Weather Outlook 



Length:  3:00 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Mark Reynolds 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  11.19.18 

 

 

 

Storm Team Chief Meteorologist Mark Reynolds has the information you need to get prepared 

for winter.  Mark looked at several weather variables that could impact our local weather this 

winter.  The upcoming El Nino – with the El Nino , we see a warming of the Pacific waters.  

That warming creates a little bubble of warm air that we call a ridge of high pressure.  That lifts 

the jet stream northward and creates very warm air for western states.  In turn, that creates a big 

dip in the jet stream that can often times bring very cold air plunging southward.  We also have 

to watch the very strong southern branch of the jet stream during the upcoming winter season 

during an El Nino because that brings moisture into the southeast and eventually will develop an 

area of low pressure.  If the two merge in just the right spot, that could bring an area of low 

pressure close enough that we might actually see some locally heavy snowfall for the upcoming 

winter.  On average during a winter season, we see about 13.3 inches of snow.  If you look at the 

last 10 years, we certainly have had some wild extremes.  Remember, we just came off a La Nina 

winter last year, that's where a cooling of the tropical Pacific takes place which results in a little 

bit below average in terms of snowfall for the last 2 winters, but we have seen wild extremes in 

the snowfall.  Storm Team Chief Meteorologist Mark Reynolds forecasts a total of 15 to 18 

inches of snow for the Tri-Cities this winter.  He thinks we will see our best snows during late 

January and again during the middle and end of February and early March.  If we see cold air 

meeting up with moisture from the Gulf of Mexico, do not be surprised to see one or two 

accumulations of snow, which could be locally heavy in our region.  Mark also predicts that we 

could see some extreme cold events from January to the middle of March with a few bouts of 

mild if not above average temperatures from December to the middle of January.  During those 

warm spells, we could see rounds of strong to severe thunderstorms across parts of the deep 

south.  Mark predicts we will maintain a wet pattern through early spring as we maintain the 

strong southern branch of the jet stream in association with the El Nino. 

 

 

 

Two-Headed Deer 

Length:  :30 



Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.19.18 

 

 

 

This weekend marked open season for deer hunting.  One hunter got two bucks for the price of 

one.  The unusual discovery was made in Ballard, Kentucky.  The Department of Fish and 

Wildlife Resources shared these pictures of what some are calling a two-headed deer.  Hunter 

Bob Long says he shot the white tail deer in Ballard County and realized that part of a second 

buck was caught in its antlers.  Wildlife agents say the second deer had been dead for weeks 

before the two sets of antlers were locked together. 

 

 

 

Romaine Lettuce Recall 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.20.18 

 

 

 

Federal health officials are urging you not to eat any romaine lettuce after another recent 

outbreak of  E coli.  The Centers for Disease Control adds that stores and restaurants should not 

sell or serve romaine lettuce until further notice.  This comes after 32 people in 11 states became 

infected last month.  One person suffered kidney failure as a result.  A map from the CDC shows 

most of the cases were reported in California and Michigan.  None have been reported in 

Tennessee.  The CDC says it has not identified a common source or brand of romaine lettuce.  

The alert covers all types of romaine lettuce, including whole head, hearts and bags, boxes of 

pre-cut lettuce and salad mixes that contain romaine.  If you're not sure if your salad mix 

contains romaine, the CDC says throw it away. 



 

 

 

Climate Change Report 

Length:  2:00 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  5:30pm 

Air Date:  11/23/18 

 

 

 

A new report ordered by Congress has a dire warning about the impact of climate change on the 

health and economy of the United States.  However, the White House is skeptical of its findings.  

The extensive federal report details how global warming from the burning of coal, oil and gas is 

impacting each region of the country.  Researchers said, “Climate-related events are expected to 

become more frequent and more intense.”  But President Trump's policies often reject climate 

change.  His administration rolled back Obama-era environmental regulations and promoted the 

production of fossil fuels.  In June 2017, the President pulled out of the Paris Agreement, a pact 

of nearly 200 countries to curb climate change.  Last month, the President dismissed global 

warming on “60 Minutes.”  He said, “You'd have to show me the scientists because they have a 

very big political agenda.”  Just this week, President Trump tweeted about east coast cold 

weather, “Brutal and extended cold blast could shatter all records.  Whatever happened to global 

warming?”  Former Vice President Al Gore said, “The President may try to hide the truth, but his 

own scientists and experts have made it as stark and clear as possible.”   

 

 

 

Boil Alert Lifted 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 



Air Date:  11/25/18 

 

 

 

A boil water advisory for the Town of Beech Mountain, North Carolina has been lifted.  The 

town is now at Level 3 water restrictions.  That means showers, dish washing and general use are 

permitted.  Officials say residents should still use about 20% less water then they normally do.  

Beech Mountain issued water restrictions after a reservoir was drained in order to rescue a diver 

who became trapped while performing maintenance work. 

 

 

 

Controlled Burns 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.25.18 

 

 

 

The U.S. Forest Service has multiple controlled burns planned for our area this week.  The 

controlled burns may take place anytime between now and November 30 in the northern section 

of Cherokee National Forest.  Burns are planned for parts of Carter, Cocke, Johnson, and 

Sullivan Counties.  These controlled burns are used to reduce hazardous fuels that can create a 

fire hazard.   

 

 

 

Water Restrictions 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic 



Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  Noon 

Air Date:  11.26.18 

 

 

 

The Town of Beech Mountain released additional information about its water conservation 

orders.  Town leaders say Beech Mountain water restrictions were downgraded to level 2.  That 

means general use like showers and dish washing is now permitted.  Leaders say Beech 

Mountain water levels have risen significantly but not enough to lift restrictions.  They advise 

people in Beech Mountain to use about 10% less water than normal. 

 

 

 

Christmas Trees 

Length:  2:00 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Ashley Sharp 

Show: 11pm 

Air Date:  11.26.18 

 

Local Christmas tree farms are experiencing peak sales this week.  People are beginning to deck 

their halls.  Before those trees make it into your home, they spend 10 years growing on farms.  

Many farmers say there are not as many trees on the market this year, so at some locations you 

will pay more for your tree. 

 

 

 

Climate Change Breakdown 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 



Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.26.18 

 

 

 

A recent U.S. Government report compiled by hundreds of scientists and 13 federal agencies 

delivered dire warnings about climate change.  The report says the southeast is exceptionally 

vulnerable to rising sea levels, extreme heat, events, hurricanes and decreased water availability.  

It says the southeast has been affected by more billion-dollar disasters than any other region with 

Tennessee having more than 36 events from 1980 to 2012.  The report also says Atlanta, Miami, 

New Orleans and Tampa already have seen increases in the number of days with temperatures 

exceeding 95 degrees.  Here in east Tennessee, we're expected to see less fewer days with 

temperatures below freezing temperatures below freezing in the next few decades.  The report 

predicts the heat will cause a 10% decline in livestock yield across the southeast.  It also predicts 

a reduction in the amount of crops including corn, wheat and many fruit crops.  The report says 

the costs of climate change could reach hundreds of billions of dollars annually.  It adds the 

southeast alone will probably lose over half a billion labor hours by the year 2100 due to extreme 

heat. 

 

 

 

Watershed Meeting 

Length:  1:00 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.27.18 

 

 

 

The Big Stone Gap Town Council held a special meeting and public hearing tonight about 

proposed logging of at least 500 acres around the Big Cherry Reservoir.  Columbia Forest 

Products will use a helicopter to clear the timber clearing only 50% of the forest.  No logging 



road will be built and Columbia says that the reservoir and the Powell River will be protected by 

a buffer.  People who came to the meeting told us they are still concerned about what will 

happen to the water.  Town Council made no decision on the logging tonight.  Council members 

will meet again on December 11.  The council has a workshop scheduled for December 4. 

 

 

 

TVA Power Demand 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.28.18 

 

 

 

The Tennessee Valley Authority says power demand last night was the second highest ever for 

the month of November.  TVA said customers used more than 26,000 mega watts of power.  

That is just 100 mega-watts shy of the November record set in 2008.  TVA says while  you're 

cranking up the heat, there are ways to reduce your bill, “The little things you can be doing now 

or maybe should have already done like checking the installation on your windows, doors and 

attic.  Officials also advise not to use appliances like washing machines and dryers during peak 

hours.   

 

 

 

Farm Bill 

Length:  2:00 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  5:30pm 

Air Date:  11.29.18 



 

 

 

After months of negotiations, it appears there's finally an agreement on a new farm bill.  Leaders 

of the House-Senate Conference Committee announced the tentative deal in an email this 

morning.  The deal comes almost two months after the previous farm bill expired.  U.S. Senator 

Debbie Stabenow, a Michigan democrat, says lawmakers were stuck on a number of issues 

including new work requirements for the food stamp program, and at the last minute, a 

republican measure that would roll back some environmental regulations on logging, a reaction 

to the California wildfires.  Stabenow says lawmakers ended up in a good spot with a very 

balanced approach.  She would not go into details on the compromise because she says there is 

still work to be done.  Both House and Senate will need to pass the legislation before the end of 

the year or lawmakers will have to start over when the new 116th Congress is seated in January. 

 

 

 

Southwest Virginia Bear 

Length:  1:30 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Jordan Moore 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.2.18 

 

 

 

Earlier this week, a Big Stone Gap, Virginia woman hit a black bear with her car that weighed 

more than 700 pounds.  The wreck totaled her car.  She walked away with only minor injuries.  

She calls herself “lucky.”  Maria Stidham said the bear came out of nowhere as she was driving 

along Route 23 near Norton Thursday night.  She described the crash as like hitting a block wall.  

Investigators told us the bear died at the scene of the wreck.  Stidham told us she hurt her left leg 

and has airbag burns on her face but she walked away from the wreck.  Virginia wildlife officials 

said the bear weighed 792 pounds and added they are working to confirm if this breaks the 

record for the largest black bear found in the state of Virginia. 

 

 



 

Carter County Landfill 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Jordan Moore 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.2.18 

 

 

 

Carter County officials are looking for the people who are responsible for illegally dumping 

nearly a ton of trash.  The county landfill posted photos to social media that show the trash that 

was dumped at the recycling center at Lion's Field in Elizabethton.   

 

 

 

Ground Beef Recall 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphics 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  5:30pm 

Air Date:  12.5.18 

 

 

 

More beef is being recalled because it may be contaminated with salmonella.  The U.S. 

Department of Agriculture announced a unit of Brazil's JBS is now recalling more than 12 

million pounds of raw beef that was shipped all over the country.  Health officials say the 

investigation identified additional products with the USDA inspection number EST-267.  

Products were packaged between late July and September.  The USDA advises any products still 

in people's freezers should be thrown away.  It says 246 illnesses have been reported. 



 

 

 

Dog Food Recall 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  5:30pm 

Air Date:  12.5.18 

 

 

 

More dog and puppy food is being recalled due to toxic levels of vitamin D – which could lead 

to kidney failure in pets.  The recall expanded to include brands like Nutrisca, Natural Life, 

Abound and Nature's Promise.  Last week's recall included Sunshine Mills' Evolve for Puppies, 

Sportsman's Pride for Large Breed Puppies and Triumph Chicken and Rice.  Manufacturers 

advise if you purchased any of the recalled products, throw it away or return it to the store for a 

refund. 

 

 

 

Winter Storm 

Format:  Live Team Coverage 

Reporter:  News Channel 11 Staff 

Show:  All shows 

Air Date:  12.9.18 & 12.10.18 

 

 

 

We provided viewers information in live reports about the forecast, road conditions, power 

outages, water outages, and general ways the snow impacted parts of the region.  We also 



provided information to viewers when we were not on air via our website and Facebook page in 

live reports. 

 

 

 

TN Earthquakes 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Justin Soto 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  12.12.18 

 

 

 

The U.S. Geological Survey says two overnight earthquakes in east Tennessee could be felt as 

far away as Atlanta.  If you were  jolted from sleep, you were not alone.  The USGS said a 4.4 

magnitude earthquake that happened at 4:14 this morning in the town of Decatur is the second 

strongest on record in East Tennessee.  Decatur is located between Knoxville and Chattanooga.  

Less than 15 minutes later, a second earthquake with a 3.3 magnitude hit Decatur again.  ETSU 

Geology Professor Dr. Chris Gregg says the Tri-Cities region is in the active East Tennessee 

Seismic Zone.  Dr. Gregg told us he does not think the earthquake duo is an indication of more to 

come but these were just naturally occurring. 

 

 

 

Roan Mountain Landslide 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.14.18 

 

 



 

Weather may have been a factor in a partial road closure this evening near the Tennessee-North 

Carolina line.  A landslide closed part of Highway 143 near Roan Mountain in Carter County.  

An embankment along the highway linking the town of Roan Mountain to Carver's Gap sent dirt 

and rock onto one lane of the road about a mile from the state line.  The landslide happened as 

rain fell and snow melted from last weekend's storm.  The Tennessee Department of 

Transportation's Smartway map indicates the road is now back open. 

 

 

 

Earthquakes 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Jonathan Motte 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.16.18 

 

 

 

The U.S. Geological Survey is upgrading the magnitude of a second earthquake to hit East 

Tennessee in less than a week.  The survey says the quake hit around 11 last night in Mascot, 

Tennessee.  That's just about an our west of the Tri-Cities.  The quake was originally registered 

as a 2.7 magnitude but officials upgraded it to a 3.0.  Last Thursday, a much stronger 4.4 

magnitude quake hit near Decatur.  The quake was the second strongest earthquake on record in 

our region. 

 

 

 

E. Coli Recall 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 



Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  12.18.18 

 

 

 

You can now add cauliflower and more types of lettuce to the e. coli concerns.  The California 

farm linked to the current romaine lettuce recall, Adam Brothers Farm, is voluntarily recalling 

red and green leaf lettuce as well as cauliflower out of “an abundance of caution.”  None of the 

recalled products has tested positive for e. coli and no illness has been reported. 

 

 

 

Turkey Giveaway 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  12.19.18 

 

 

 

A Tri-Cities credit union made Christmas dinner preparations easier for dozens of its members 

today.  The credit union gave away more than 200 turkeys.  Select 7 Credit Union in downtown 

Johnson City said it wanted to provide a gift to families who may not otherwise afford a holiday 

meal.  They distributed 225 turkeys in about 15 minutes.  This marks the 4th year for the turkey 

giveaway. 

 

 

 

Chronic Wasting Disease 

Length:  :50 



Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  12.20.18 

 

 

 

The Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency enacted a plan to combat the spread of Chronic 

Wasting Disease.  The TWRA says ten deer in West Tennessee tested positive for CWD in 

preliminary results.  Chronic Wasting Disease is a contagious and deadly neurological disease 

that affects members of the deer family.  TWRA says it is the most significant threat to the deer 

population nationwide.  Wildlife officials say deer hunters are their biggest allies in stopping the 

spread of the disease, “We're hoping hunters will do their part in not transporting deer from 

infected areas, that they properly skin and debone the meat, they only carry processed meat back 

to their freezers, and they leave the waste products behind or dispose of them properly.”  TWRA 

says CWD has no known risk to the health of humans or livestock. 

 

 

 

USDA – Food Stamps 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.20.18 

 

 

 

The Trump Administration is setting out to do what this year's farm bill did not – tighten work 

requirements for millions of Americans who receive federal food assistance.  Under current law, 

able-bodied adults without children can not receive SNAP benefits for longer than 3 months 

during a 3-year period unless they are working or enrolled in an education program for at least 

80 hours a month.  However, states can waive that time limit when unemployment is high.  The 



Agriculture Department is proposing a rule that would tighten the criteria states must meet when 

applying for waivers from the USDA. 

 

 

 

Farm Bill 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.20.18 

 

 

 

President Donald Trump signed a massive $867 billion dollar farm bill into law that reauthorizes 

agriculture and conservation programs.  The Agriculture Improvement Act of 2018 includes 

funding for ranchers and farmers as well as funds for food assistance programs for low-income 

families.   

 

 

 

Jennie O Recall 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  12.24.18 

 

 

 



An ongoing salmonella outbreak linked to raw turkey products prompted a second recall.  Jennie 

O Turkey recalled more than 164,000 pounds of raw turkey products because of possible 

contamination.  The salmonella outbreak dates back to late last year.  More than 200 people have 

gotten sick and one dead was reported in California. 

 

 

 

Roan Mountain Christmas Tree 

Length:  1:20 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.25.18 

 

 

 

A 65-foot tree from Roan Mountain made its way to Brooklyn, NY in the spirit of Christmas.  

The tree was planted in 1950 by Durward Julian.  He passed away 2 months shy of his 101st 

birthday in 2017.  It was planted in the front lawn of the family home.  Julian had a tradition of 

decorating and lighting up the tree during the holiday season for the Roan Mountain Community.  

His son, Larry Julian, decided to let the tree go this year for others to enjoy.  It was lifted by 

crane, placed on a flatbed hauler and transported to New York.  It will be on display at the Metro 

Tech Center in Brooklyn.   

 

 

 

Deer Disease 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  12.26.18 



 

 

 

North Carolina wildlife officials issue a warning about a deadly disease impacting the state's deer 

population.  The state's Wildlife Resources Commission enacted a rule for the 2018-19 hunting 

season that prohibits imports of whole deer carcasses.  The rule also restricts importation of 

specific carcass parts to prevent the spread of Chronic Wasting Disease.  Tennessee officials 

already enacted their Chronic Wasting Disease response plan after reports involving white-tailed 

deer in the western part of the state. 

 

 

 

Creation Kingdom Zoo 

Length:  :50 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.26.18 

 

 

 

A southwest Virginia zoo is continuing to make repairs to its facility following recent winter 

weather.  Gate City's Creation Kingdom Zoo suffered extensive damage from the winter storm.  

Zoo officials tell us the snow caused several trees to fall, causing structural damage to some of 

its buildings and exhibits.  Zoo Director Marc Bradley told us this evening, “We want to thank 

those who have donated to our Gofundme page to offset the cost of these repairs.  We are funded 

solely through the zoo's admission and do not get federal, state or county money.  Although we 

have not met our fundraising goal, we are dedicated to ensuring everything is restored and 

repaired.” 

 

 

 

Chronic Wasting Disease 



Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  12.27.18 

 

 

 

The Tennessee Department of Agriculture is working to prevent further spread of Chronic 

Wasting Disease.  Known as CWD, the disease is a contagious neurological disease that affects 

elk, deer and moose.  In Tennessee, emergency rules are now in place to prevent the further 

spread of the disease.  Owners of captive deer and elk will be required to report their herd 

inventory, location and any sick animals to the state veterinarian.  We checked with Bays 

Mountain officials in Kingsport.  The park has four deer, one buck and three doe, “We do fecal 

samples on our deer quarterly.  We do looking, watching, we have all kinds of volunteers to 

watch and see if our deer are failing in health, but our deer right now are all fat and healthy.”  

State officials say having an emergency plan is critical to keeping wild and captive deer and elk 

protected and healthy. 

 

 

 

Carter County Flooding Evacuations 

Length: :60 

Format: Live Report – Sound Byte 

Reporter: Chantel Batista  

Show: 5pm 

Air Date: 12.28.18 

 

Homes in Hampton were evacuated due to flooding. Some of those homes that were evacuated 

are near the creek off Swimming Pool Road. The fire department is reporting that a dozen homes 

have been evacuated so far. 

 



The chief of the Hampton Valley Forge Volunteer Fire Department describes this as the worse 

flood he's seen all year. “Now the worst conditions are here on Riverbottom and Jenkins hollow 

area. Doe River coming out of Roan Mountain received a lot of rain overnight. And it is just now 

getting to us it is at this point it doesn't seem to be coming any up anymore it stabilized and will 

hope that it starts receding soon.” The fire department and EMA will continue to work 

throughout the day to ensure the safety of residents in this area. 

 

 

 

Giant Therapy Cow 

Length:  :60 

Format: Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter: Samantha Moore 

Show: 7am 

Air Date: 12.29.18 

 

 

A Virginia couple dedicated to ministry is reaching people not through their words but through 

their farm animals. The Goodwins take time off from work to host people at their farm in 

Chesapeake, Virginia free of charge. They bring out youth groups, at risk teens, and children 

across the spectrum with special needs. They say they want to use their rescued farm animals to 

help people in need. For children with autism, the visit is one-of-a-kind. “Pretty amazing to see 

our little guys kind of adapt and talk in and understand the animals…it’s pretty cool.” The 

Goodwins have rescued animals like horses, donkeys, and goats.  

 

 

 

Atlantic Coast Pipeline 

Length:   :40 

Format: Voice Over – Graphic 

Reporter: Dan Gray 

Show: 7:30pm 

Air Date: 12.31.18 



 

 

An update on the Atlantic Coast Pipeline that affects multiple eastern states, including Virginia 

and North Carolina. A Virginia state board is set to meet next Tuesday to decide on the last 

permit needed for the 600-mile-long project. The board had pushed back their vote to seek the 

public’s input on new documents regarding a proposed air compressor station in Buckingham 

County, Virginia. The compressor station has received backlash because the residents say it will 

greatly impact a historic black community.  

 

ALCOHOL, TOBACCO & FIREARMS 

 

Alexander – Arming Teachers 

Length:  :50 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.8.18 

 

 

 

US Secretary of Education Betty Devos is prepared to allow states and school districts to 

purchase guns and pay for firearm training with federal money.  If the proposal is implemented, 

it could have direct impact on a southwest Virginia school district.  In July, the Lee County 

School Board approved a plan to arm some of their teachers because there was not enough 

money to place student resource officers in every school.  The Virginia Department of Criminal 

Justice Services rejected the proposal.  The money for Secretary Devos' proposal would come 

from the Every Student Succeeds Act.  Republican Tennessee Senator Lamar Alexander chairs 

the Health Education Labor and Pensions Committee.  He says states get to choose how they use 

the money, “As I read the law, Title 4 specifically gives states the decision about spending their 

money.”  Democrats say this is not how the money is meant to be used. 

 

 

 



Tobacco-Free Ambassadors 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.22.18 

 

 

 

Some Tennessee teens have been chosen to lead advocacy efforts for tobacco-free lifestyles.  

Three are from the Tri-Cities.  They're part of the Tennessee Department of Health's group of 

“TN Strong” ambassadors and passed a rigorous vetting process to be selected.  Luke Anglin, 

Pate Anglin, and Reece Townsend were chosen.  All served on the TN Strong Youth Board of 

Carter County.  The group will have the opportunity to impact tobacco prevention policy at the 

local, regional and state levels. 

 

 

 

Teen Vaping 

Length:  1:45 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.23.18 

 

 

 

Studies show teens exposed to e-cigarette advertising are more likely to vape.  Researchers are 

now warning parents social media is helping those messages reach underage kids.  JUUL is 

known for its popularity among teens.  Now, a new study shows adolescents are being exposed 

to the e-cigarette device through social media.  A study from the Keck School of Medicine at 

USC finds underage kids make up 25% of JUUL's followers on Twitter.  Research shows 



adolescents exposed to e-cigarette ads are more likely to use the devices.  Study author Dr. Jon 

Allem says it's a public health concern, “Nicotine use during adolescence curbs brain 

development.  Adolescents can become addicted to nicotine via electronic cigarettes.  Research 

has shown that initiation with electronic cigs can lead to initiation with combustible cigs.”  JUUL 

says it is taking actions to prevent and combat underage use.  It's estimated more than 2 million 

middle and high school students used e-cigarettes last year. 

 

 

 

Alcohol Sales 

Length:  :50 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Jackie DeFusco 

Show:  6am 

Air Date:  10.26.18 

 

 

 

The last dry county in northeast Tennessee will soon decide whether or not stores and restaurants 

may sell alcohol.  Those in favor of letting liquor into the county say it will generate much-

needed tax revenue.  Those opposed say the moral implications, as well as potential increases in 

crime, outweigh the possible benefits.  In addition to liquor by the drink, Johnson County voters 

will also decide whether package stores can set up shop in their county. 

 

 

 

Gun Study 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.29.18 



 

 

 

A new report shows guns send more than 8,000 children to the emergency room each year in the 

United States.  The study analyzed estimates on emergency department visits in a national 

database.  The Associated Press reports the first of its kind study found gun injuries sent 75,000 

United States children and teens to emergency rooms over 9 years.  Researchers found more than 

a third of the wounded children were hospitalized and six percent died. 

 

 

 

Elizabethton Tap Houses 

Length:  1:45 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Chantel Batista 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.7.18 

 

 

 

Across northeast Tennessee, there's a push to loosen the laws that govern alcohol.  On Election 

Day, two counties relaxed the rules for the sale of alcoholic beverages.  Johnson County voters 

chose to allow liquor by the drink and package stores, and voters in Mosheim and Tusculum 

elected to approve the sale of wine in grocery stores.  In Elizabethton, there's a push to change 

the law to allow taverns downtown.  Before a tap room or tavern can open in Elizabethton, city 

council must change the law.  Under current law, Elizabethton businesses may sell wine, liquor 

and beer with a permit.  A couple of entrepreneurs want the law to change to include pub bars or 

taverns downtown.  Fermented drinks like beer would be sold, but not liquor.  Cheri Tinney and 

Michael Howell want to start Riverside Tap House at the corner of East Elk Avenue and North 

Riverside Drive.  The ordinance allowing pub bars passed in September on first reading, but last 

month, after hearing concerns, Elizabethton City Council deferred the second reading vote.  The 

mayor said the council needed more information.  One month later, the ordinance is still not on 

the agenda.  The next city council meeting is tomorrow.   

 

 



 

Elizabethton Tap Room Update 

Length:  :35 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.8.18 

 

 

 

Tonight, Elizabethton Council members set a date to vote on a new ordinance  concerning 

downtown pubs.  In September, the city council passed on first reading, a motion that would 

allow businesses that only sell fermented alcohol to set up shop downtown.  Some of you 

reached out to us wondering why a second and final reading of the measure was postponed.  

Mayor Curt Alexander tells us the council wanted more information and input from the 

community before making a final decision.  The council is set to take up the issue at its meeting 

on December 13. 

 

 

 

Bring your Bible and a Gun 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  5:30pm 

Air Date:  11.13.18 

 

 

 

A pastor at a Kentucky church is telling his congregation to bring their bibles and a gun.  The 

historically African-American church in Jeffersontown, Kentucky nearly became the target of a 

racially motivated attack last month.  The church is asking several members with security and 



law enforcement background to carry firearms during Bible studies and services.  The pastor 

says a recent visit from a double murder suspect put them on alert.  The church members who 

carry their weapons must have a conceal carry permit. 

 

 

 

Virginia State Police Enforcement 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.18.18 

 

 

 

Virginia State Police Troopers remind you to pay attention to the rules of the road as you make 

your holiday journey because they will be watching.  VSP will launch Operation Care.  Starting 

Wednesday and continuing through Sunday, troopers will increase patrols across the state.  They 

will be watching for people driving under the influence, speeding, driving recklessly and texting 

while driving.   

 

 

 

Vaping and Teens 

Length:  2:00 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Jackie DeFusco 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  11.20.18 

 

 



 

The FDA says the use of electronic cigarettes among teens is at an all time high.  The FDA is 

now calling vaping a national epidemic, targeting children as young as 13.  Preliminary 

government data shows in 2017, more than 3 million middle and high school students across the 

country reported using e-cigarettes.  Federal law prohibits selling e-cigarettes to anyone under 

the age of 18, but with the rise in flavored products, the health department says comes a rise in 

teen use.  Local health officials tell us they are particularly concerned about a particular vape 

product called Juul.  That is because kids do not group Juul products in the same category as e-

cigarettes.  The most recent Youth Risk Behavior Survey says just over 40 percent of Tennessee 

high school students have used an e-cigarette at least once.  Health officials think the number 

could be much higher.  Vendors say Juul products are more potent than other vapes.  Health 

officials agree, “One Juul pod has the same amount of nicotine as an entire pack of cigarettes, 

and many kids do not believe that they have any nicotine in them.  Prevention leaders worry 

early use may impact brain development and lead to long-term addictive behavior.  They urge 

parents to have open dialogue about the products.   

 

 

 

Drunken Driving 

Length:  2:00 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5:00pm 

Air Date:  11.22.18 

 

 

 

For some, the holidays are a tough reminder of loved ones killed in alcohol-related crashes.  In 

Virginia, nearly 250 people died in alcohol-related wrecks.  One father wants to remind people 

two think twice before getting behind the wheel if you've been drinking.  Carter Hill, Sr. lost his 

son to a drunken driving crash more than 20 years ago.  But the memory of a dark night in March 

is still on his mind.  Carter Hill, Jr. gave his keys to a friend after a night at a bar.  His friend was 

drinking, too and got behind the wheel.  About a mile away from home, they hit a tree.  The Hill 

family is not alone.  According to the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles, there were 14 

deadly crashes last year over the Thanksgiving holiday.  Six were alcohol-related.  Nearly 60 

people were injured.  Virginia State Police Sergeant Keeli Hill says you will see more state 

troopers out on patrol doing safety and DUI checks as part of Operation C.A.R.E.  It's a joint 



effort between VSP and local law enforcement to make sure people are following traffic safety 

laws. 

 

 

 

Pubs in Elizabethton 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.13.18 

 

 

 

You will soon be able to go to a bar in downtown Elizabethton.  Tonight the city council passed 

an ordinance to allow pubs in the downtown district.  Current rules require businesses that sell 

alcohol to make most of their profits from food.  The new ordinance allows pubs that sell mostly 

microbrews.   

 

 

 

Bomb Threats 

Length:  2:00 

Format:  Voice Over – Package 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.13.18 

 

 

 



Tense moments in Mountain City this afternoon after a threatening email was sent to Frontier 

Health's Johnson County office around 2 o'clock.  The email demanded money or an explosive 

device would be set off inside the building.  Everyone was evacuated.  A bomb-sniffing dog 

from the Johnson City Bomb Squad searched the building.  Everything was deemed safe shortly 

after 4:30.  Police in Mountain City would not comment on whether the emailed threat is 

connected to dozens of other emailed threats around the country today.  The FBI is investigating 

threats in Washington, D.C., Charlotte, and San Francisco to name a few.  Some of the email 

threats asked for $20,000 in bitcoin.  CBS News learned in recent weeks federal law enforcement 

officials sent a bulletin to local police departments warning of these types of threats after 15 

states received similar messages between August and November of this year.   

 

 

 

E-cigarette Dangers 

Length:  1:45 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  12.18.18 

 

 

 

The surgeon general issued an advisory this morning to warn parents, doctors and health 

professionals about the dangers of vaping.  The advisory comes as federal health officials try to 

stop the rapid rise in e-cigarette use among America's youth.  Surgeon General Jerome Adams 

officially declared e-cigarettes an epidemic, “We must protect our nation's young people from a 

lifetime of nicotine addiction and associated problems.”  The unprecedented rise in vaping comes 

at a time when traditional cigarette smoking, drinking and other drug use has gone down among 

young people.  Health officials are calling on parents to learn more and have conversations with 

their children and on health professionals to screen for e-cigarette use.  The FDA introduced 

steps last month to cut down young people's access to flavored e-cigarettes, which researchers 

say is driving the epidemic.   

 

 

 



Waffle House Guns Returned 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.18.18 

 

 

 

The father of the man accused of killing four people in a Tennessee Waffle House says he gave 

the guns back to his son when he told him he was moving away.  Jeffrey Reinking had been 

holding three rifles and a handgun in a gun safe after his son's Illinois firearms owner 

identification was revoked.  A federal case was filed by family members of one of the victims.  It 

accuses Jeffrey Reinking of negligent infliction of emotional distress and civil conspiracy. 

 

 

 

Wildfire Fundraiser 

Length:  :50 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.20.18 

 

 

 

Insurance claims following the deadly wildfires in California last month have topped $9 billion.  

The process of sifting through destroyed and damaged homes is far from over, but the outpouring 

of support continues to grow.  Tonight, JRH Brewing in Johnson City hosted a keg tapping for 

the Resilience Butte County Strong IPA.  Nearly 14 hundred breweries across the country will 

serve the beer.  Proceeds will go to help victims of the devastating Camp Fire, “Those of us in 

northeast Tennessee are helping those in northern California and it is the least we can do.”  



Resilience IPA will be available at JRH Brewing and other breweries across the region.  You can 

find a list on wjhl.com. 

 

 

 

DUI Arrest 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Jonathan Motte 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.22.18 

 

 

 

A Johnson City man was arrested after police say he almost hit a pedestrian downtown and drove 

his car on a sidewalk, taking down a light pole.  Johnson City police charged Richard Ryan with 

felony reckless endangerment and driving under the influence.  He is due in court this week. 

 

 

 

DUI Arrest 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Jonathan Motte 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.23.18 

 

 

 



Johnson City police arrested a man on his 4th driving under the influence charge.  The 

department says an off-duty officer noticed the suspect driving recklessly.  Police say the phone 

call from the officer came just after 10 o'clock Saturday night.  Officers said they saw the car 

cross the center line two times before they pulled it over.  They said Michael Reed was driving.  

They said Reed admitted to having marijuana, prescription pills, drug paraphernalia, and an open 

container inside the car.   

 

 

 

State Trooper Patrols 

Length:  1:30 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5:30pm 

Air Date:  12.24.18 

 

 

 

You will see more Virginia State Troopers on the road this holiday season.  They will be 

watching for distracted and drunk drivers.  Trooper William Moleins has a warning for drivers, 

“You're accountable for yourself and where your vehicle goes.”  Moleins says he and other 

troopers will be watching for those breaking the law and doing checks for those driving under the 

influence, “Take them and remove them off the roads so that everyone else can go about their 

business and get to their loved ones.”  Between Christmas Eve and New Year's Day last year, the 

Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles reported more than 2200 crashes.  Injuries were reported 

in over half of them and six involved alcohol.  So troopers warn, before you leave the party, 

think about who's behind the wheel, “An Uber with your friends is I can guarantee a more 

enjoyable ride than a ride with me down to the jail.”   

 

 

 

Virginia Alcohol Sales 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 



Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  12.26.18 

 

 

 

For the 20th year in a row, Virginia's State Beverage Control stores and restaurants saw record 

sales.  A new report from the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority says its total sales 

were $983.3 million in fiscal year 2018.  That's up $43 million from the previous year.  The 

number one seller:  Tito's Handmade Domestic Vodka.  It brought in $33.4 million dollars. 

 

 

 

NYE Checkpoints 

Length: 1:20 

Format: Package 

Reporter: Justin Soto 

Show: 11pm  

Air Date: 12.31.18 

 

 

Rain isn’t stopping law enforcement from keeping you safe this New Year’s Eve. State and local 

police are on the lookout for impaired drivers...conducting sobriety checkpoints across the region 

all night long. Johnson City police officer Drew Guider is one the many patrolling the roads. 

He’s looking for everything...from a broken taillight to traffic violations to impaired drivers. 

Johnson City will have around 12 extra officers on the job because of New Year’s.  

 

 

CRIME 

 

 



 

Assault 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.3.18 

 

 

 

A Johnson City woman faces charges after police say she crashed while chasing another car.  

Just after midnight, Johnson City Police arrested Erika Story.  Officers say she wrecked in the 

2100 block of East Fairview Avenue after losing control of her car while chasing another one.  

Story and a passenger were taken to the hospital.  Police found a gun in her possession following 

the wreck.  Investigators charged her with 2 counts of aggravated assault, possession of a firearm 

while attempting to commit a dangerous felony, felony reckless endangerment and vandalism.  

Story's bond was set at $51,000. 

 

 

 

Kirby Wallace 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.3.18 

 

 

 

Officers in Middle Tennessee are continuing their search for a double murder suspect.  Sources 

close to the investigation say a SWAT team has Kirby Wallace cornered in a wooded area.  The 



Montgomery County Sheriff confirmed an officer spotted Wallace in a field.  Wallace is accused 

of killing a woman and seriously injuring her husband before setting fire to their home. 

 

 

 

Unicoi County Carjacking 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.7.18 

 

 

 

The Unicoi County Sheriff's Office is asking for your help to find the person who carjacked a 

woman and robbed the woman at knife point.  Sheriff Mike Hensley says the incident happened 

late Saturday afternoon on Unicoi Drive at the intersection of Highway 173.  Sheriff Hensley 

says one man jumped in front of the car, forcing her to stop, while another man got into the car.  

The victim described both men as having dark hair.  The victim said one of them had a pony tail.   

 

 

 

Borders 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  10.9.18 

 

 

 



After pleading guilty to the murder of his wife, a Weber City, Virginia man learned his 

punishment today, life in prison.  Scott County Commonwealth's Attorney Dan Fellhauer tells us 

Jason Borders will spend the rest of his life in prison for strangling his wife, Eva Borders, on 

June 2.  Weber City Police and the Scott County Sheriff's Office responded to a distressed child 

call at the couple's home.  That's where they found the body of Eva Borders, but Jason Boarders 

was not there.  Investigators say he ran and was captured later that day in Tennessee. 

 

 

 

Church Burglary 

Length:  :50 

Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.10.18 

 

 

 

Investigators say three people burglarized a Unicoi County church.  Sheriff Mike Hensley says 

the suspects were captured on surveillance cameras at Marbleton Freewill Baptist Church early 

Saturday morning.  Hensley says they first tried to get into the church van but were unable.  He 

says they kicked in a window of the church and climbed through.  That's when the church's 

motion sensor set off alarms.  That's when the suspects ran from the scene.  If you have 

information that could help investigators capture the suspects, call the Unicoi County Sheriff's 

Office. 

 

 

 

Kingsport Murder Investigation 

Length:  :35 

Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 



Air Date:  10.10.18 

 

 

 

A second person has been arrested in connection with a Kingsport murder.  Kingsport police 

arrested Corey Moore and charged him with first degree murder in the death of Timothy Gilliam 

in April.  Investigators now say Moore's girlfriend was with him when they arrested him at 

Model City Apartments.  Investigators say Chandryia White lied to them during the 

investigation, saying she had knowledge that Moore was going to rob Gilliam and helped Moore 

avoid arrest after the murder.  Investigators charged her with accessory to murder after the fact, 

robbery and tampering with evidence.  She remains jailed on a $15,000 bond. 

 

 

 

Bristol VA Woman Wanted 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.10.18 

 

 

 

Investigators are searching for a Bristol, Virginia woman accused of trying to injure a deputy.  

The Washington County Virginia Sheriff's Office wants to find Heather Callahan.  On Sunday, 

deputies responded to a reported shoplifting at Dollar General on Benhams Road.  They say 

Callahan drove away, nearly hitting a deputy. 

 

 

 

Patrick Henry Assault 

Length:  :35 



Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.11.18 

 

 

 

A student at Patrick Henry High School faces charges for the assault of an 83-year old substitute 

teacher.  The Washington County VA Sheriff's Office says the student shoved the teacher after 

becoming upset about an assignment.  Investigators say the teacher fell back and hit his head on 

a desk causing the teacher internal bleeding and in need of staples.  The teacher was taken to 

Bristol Regional Medical Center and was placed in intensive care.  The sheriff's office charged 

the 17-year old student with malicious wounding. 

 

 

 

Attempted Murder 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.11.18 

 

 

 

A Bristol, Tennessee man is behind bars after investigators say he tried to kill his son with a 

chainsaw.  The sheriff's office said the incident happened in June at a home on Highway 421.  

Officers say Douglas Ferguson charged toward his son with the chainsaw while his son was 

mowing the yard.  Investigators say the son ran over Ferguson with the lawnmower in self 

defense.  No word on what prompted the incident.  Ferguson was arrested Tuesday and charged 

with attempted second degree murder.  The sheriff's office tells us he was not arrested sooner 

because of the injuries he received when his son hit him with the lawnmower.  Ferguson remains 

behind bars.  His bond is $25,000. 



 

 

 

Stabbing Investigation 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.15.18 

 

 

 

Kingsport police are searching for the suspect in an attempted murder.  Around 1:30 this 

morning, police responded to Dogwood Terrace Apartments off Bowater Drive.  Officers say 

they found a 19-year old man with a life-threatening stab wound.  He is listed in stable condition 

tonight.  Detectives identified 24-year old Darius Woodbury as a suspect.  He is charged with 

attempted second degree murder.  He could be armed, and police consider him dangerous. 

 

 

 

Stalking Arrest 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.16.18 

 

 

 

Johnson City police arrested 20-year old Kelly Jean Scott Sunday and charged her with 

aggravated stalking.  Investigators say Scott had a restraining order against her in Greene 



County.  Police say the subject of the order called 9-1-1 on October 4 and said Scott was 

following her around Johnson City.  Scott was released from jail after posting $1,000 bond. 

 

 

 

Stabbing Investigation 

Length:  :35 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.16.18 

 

 

 

A Johnson City woman faces charges after police say she stabbed her husband.  Police arrested 

47-year old Cynthia Morris this morning.  Investigators say she and her husband got into a fight 

inside their home, and she grabbed a knife and stabbed him in the leg.  Police say her husband 

was treated at Johnson City Medical Center and released.  Investigators say Morris gave them a 

written confession to the crime.  Police charged her with aggravated assault.  She's scheduled to 

appear in court tomorrow. 

 

 

 

Bank Robbery Arrest 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.18.18 

 

 



 

The search for an accused bank robber is over tonight.  According to court documents, Jerry 

Bowman is facing a federal charge of armed robbery.  Prosecutors say if convicted, Bowman 

faces up to 25 years in prison.  Bowman is accused of robbing the Carter County Bank on 

Milligan Highway in Elizabethton yesterday.  Johnson City police arrested him at his home.  

They say he confessed to the robbery. 

 

 

 

Sullivan County Chase 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphics 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.19.18 

 

 

 

Police say a man is facing charges after a police chase ended with a crash in Kingsport.  It 

happened near the intersection of Stone Drive and John B. Dennis Highway this afternoon.  The 

Sullivan County Sheriff's Office says officers were chasing Jay Dennis when he crashed into 

another car.  Officers say Dennis tried to run away but was tackled by a witness.   

 

 

 

Greeneville Shooting 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.19.18 



 

 

 

Two more people face charges in connection to a shooting in Greeneville.  Police say Joshua 

Brogdon and Bethany Fox are charged with accessory after the fact.  According to Greeneville 

Police, both helped Lauren Satterfield avoid police.  She is accused of shooting a man earlier 

today at a home on Pine Street.  Satterfield is charged with attempted second degree murder. 

 

 

 

Standoff in Jonesborough 

Length:  :35 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.21.18 

 

 

 

A SWAT tam was called in after a man barricaded himself inside a Jonesborough home Sunday.  

The Washington County Sheriff's Office says deputies responded to a home on Old Turnpike 

Road on a domestic disturbance call just after 2:30 Sunday afternoon.  When deputies got to the 

house, they found two people on the front porch and moved them to a safe location.  The suspect, 

48-year old Michael Curtis, had barricaded himself inside the home with several firearms.  A 

hostage negotiator was able to get Curtis to surrender.  He's in jail on a $20,000 bond. 

 

 

 

Correction Officer Injured 

Length:  :50 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 



Show:  5pm 

Air Date: 10.22.18 

 

 

 

A lock-down was put in place after a corrections officer was injured at a state run prison in the 

Tri-Cities region earlier today.  A spokesperson for the Tennessee Department of Corrections 

says the officer was injured this afternoon at Northeast Correctional Center in Mountain City.  

The facility was placed on lock-down as a result of the incident.  The spokesperson said the 

officer sustained non-life threatening injures but did not give any more details on what actually 

happened.  More information is expected to be released after an investigation by the office of 

investigations and compliance.  The prison remains on lock-down tonight. 

 

 

 

Bank Robbery Investigation 

Length:  :35 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.22.18 

 

 

 

Investigators believe they know who robbed a credit union last month.  The crime happened at 

the Select Seven Credit Union in downtown Johnson City on September 13.  Investigators say a 

man walked into the credit union, showed a gun and demanded money.  Police told us a suspect 

has been identified in the robbery and is in jail on other charges.  Investigators plan to charge 

him with the robbery but are not releasing his name until they do. 

 

 

 



Prison Lock-down 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.23.18 

 

 

 

A state run prison in Johnson County remains on lock-down tonight following an incident in 

which a corrections officer was injured yesterday.  A spokesperson for the Tennessee 

Department of Corrections says the officer was injured at Northeast Correctional Center in 

Mountain City.  The spokesperson said the officer sustained non-life threatening injuries.  The 

spokesperson would not release details surrounding the event.  The spokesperson told us the 

facility will remain on lock-down until an investigation into the incident is complete.  The 

spokesperson could not determine when that would be.   

 

 

 

Dollar General Robbery 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.27.18 

 

 

 

The search continues for a man accused of robbing a Dollar General Friday night.  Investigators 

say it happened shortly before 9 on Bluff City Highway.  Bristol Tennessee Police Department 

says a man approached the register, pulled out a handgun and told the cashier to back up.  Police 

officers said the man then stole cash from the register and left the store.   



 

 

 

Sex Offenders & Trick-or-Treating 

Length:  :35 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.28.18 

 

 

 

When taking your children out to trick-or-treat, you will want to make sure you know where 

registered sex offenders live in your neighborhood.  If you live in Tennessee, you can visit the 

Tennessee Bureau of Investigation's sex offender locator map.  The map will show all registered 

sex offenders living within a particular area.  There's also a national database available, too.  You 

can find links on our website, wjhl.com. 

 

 

 

Search for Stevens 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.29.18 

 

 

 

The Tennessee Highway Patrol is asking for your help finding a man that ran during a chase.  

Craig Stevens of Kingsport ran away from a traffic stop this afternoon.  Stevens faces charges of 



fleeing, violating the seat belt law, and is wanted on three outstanding warrants from Sullivan 

County.   

 

 

 

Washington County VA Drugs 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.30.18 

 

 

 

The Washington County Virginia Sheriff's Office says it has taken dozens of suspects off the 

streets as the result of a 9 month investigation into illegal drugs.  A grand jury issued 136 

indictments against 47 people last week as part of Operation Ice Harvest.  Charges include 

conspiracy to distribute drugs, weapons violations, and the sale of various narcotics.  Thirty-one 

of the 47 people indicted were arrested this morning.   

 

 

 

Erwin Child Sex Crimes 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.1.18 

 

 

 



A Unicoi County Grand Jury returned a True Bill indicting a man on sex crimes against a child.  

Court documents show Connor Reed Tankersley faces 32 counts of aggravated sexual battery.  

The charges stem from reports of sexual contact with a minor between September 2016 and 

April 2017.  The alleged victim was 11 years old at the time of the first charge.  Tankersley is 

free on bond tonight and is due back in court December 14. 

 

 

 

Cody Webb 

Length:  1:30 

Format:  Graphic – Package 

Reporter:  Caroline Corrigan 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  11.2.18 

 

 

 

One day after a man was charged with the murder of a 4-year old girl, we're learning more about 

his criminal history.  Cody Webb faces first-degree murder and aggravated child abuse and 

neglect charges.  Kingsport investigators revealed the charges stem from the August death of a 4-

year old in Colonial Heights.  Webb's criminal history is nearly 6 pages long.  In it we found 

multiple charges of driving under the influence.  He was also accused of possessing a handgun 

while under the influence.  In June 2017, Webb spent one day in the Washington County 

Detention Center for domestic assault.  Officials with the Washington County Jail told us he was 

arrested in August for violating probation and 3 days later he was transported to Sullivan County 

for charges in the 4-year old's death.  As for the latest charge, we still know very little like how 

the girl died and Webb's connection to her.  Sullivan County District Attorney General Barry 

Staubus told us he could not comment at this time.  Webb is scheduled to appear in court 

November 15.  His bond is $250,000. 

 

 

 

Former Priest Accused of Abuse 

Length:  :35 



Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.2.18 

 

 

 

A former Johnson City priest has been named in an abuse report by the Diocese of Knoxville.  

The report says Priest Steven Laprad was accused of sexual abuse of a minor.  Laprad served as 

Parochial Vicar of St. Mary Church in Johnson City from 1995 to 1999.  He later served as 

Parochial Administrator and Pastor of St. Thomas the Apostle Church in Lenoir City.  The 

Diocese says Bishop Joseph Kurtz removed Laprad from active ministry and withdrew his 

Priestly Faculties in 2001.  Laprad's case never went to trial, according to the Diocese.  Laprad 

died in 2014. 

 

 

 

Duffield Sentencing 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.5.18 

 

 

 

A southwest Virginia woman faces up to 15 years in prison for felony child abuse and neglect of 

her infant child.  Police say Ashley Cowan pleaded no contest last week to the charges to avoid 

going to a jury trial.  In April the infant was diagnosed with brain bleeds – causing blindness.  

Police say Cowan was combative when social services was at the hospital, resulting in additional 

charges. 

 



 

 

Sells Trial Date 

Length:  :35 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  11.8.18 

 

 

 

A Tri-Cities man charged with killing a married couple and their unborn child now knows when 

his case will go to trial.  Derrick Sells appeared before a judge in a Jonesborough court today.  

Judge Lisa Rice set Sells' trial date for September 9, 2019.  Sells is charged in the December 

2017 shooting deaths of Robert and Kyanna Vaughn and their unborn child.  The Washington 

County TN Sheriff's Office said the couple's two children, ages 3 and 6 at the time, were found 

inside the home unharmed.  Investigators told us the motive for the triple murder is still 

unknown. 

 

 

 

Rolen Sex Crimes 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.9.18 

 

 

 



A former Wise County Christian Camp Director now faces up to 35 years in prison for a sex 

crime against a minor.  Jeffrey Rolen entered a guilty plea today for a crime that happened in the 

1980's with a minor.  Rolen formerly worked as a Camp Bethel Director.  He will be sentenced 

in March. 

 

 

 

Marion Trooper Charged 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.12.18 

 

 

 

A Virginia State Police Trooper accused of falsifying records for drug case evidence he 

destroyed without permission accepted a plea deal.  The Roanoke Times reports Sgt. Lee 

Testerman pleaded not guilty but acknowledged there was enough evidence to convict him.  The 

judge suspended Testerman's one year sentence on the condition he avoid future legal trouble.  

Commonwealth's Attorney Mary Pettitt says Testerman was in charge of a property room and 

was given permission to destroy evidence in a drug case.  However, he accidentally destroyed 

evidence in the wrong case.  Virginia State Police say Testerman remains on administrative leave 

pending an internal review. 

 

 

 

Stolen Credit Card 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 



Air Date:  11.13.18 

 

 

 

A Gray woman is in jail tonight after police say she charged nearly $3,000 on a stolen credit 

card.  Johnson City police say Amanda Bacon took her step-mother's Belk Credit Card while the 

step-mother is out of town.  Bacon is expected to appear in court tomorrow. 

 

 

 

Drug Arrests 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  Noon 

Air Date:  11.14.18 

 

 

 

A drug bust that will keep a large amount of methamphetamine off the streets tops today's Crime 

Watch.  Acting on a tip, Bristol TN Police officers searched a hotel room.  Police say they 

uncovered a kilogram of methamphetamine, marijuana, imitation drugs and drug paraphernalia.  

Police estimated the street value of the meth to be between 80,000 and 100,000 dollars.  Police 

also seized approximately $30,000 and a gun.  Police arrested Melissa Daugherty, Hailey Hale 

and Devin Ashby.  All face drug charges. 

 

 

 

Greene County Murder Victim Identified 

Length:  2:00 

Format:  Package 



Reporter:  Chantel Batista 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.14.18 

 

 

 

Investigators announce a big break in a more than 33 year old cold murder case.  The body of a 

teenage girl found dead along a Tri-Cities interstate has been identified.  Today, the Tennessee 

Bureau of Investigation identified the victim as 17-year old Elizabeth Lamotte from Manchester, 

New Hampshire.  In April 1985, someone found her decomposing body along Interstate 81 near 

Exit 44 in Greene County.  Until tonight, her name remained unknown.  However we still do not 

know who killed her and how her body made its way to Greene County.  Tonight, investigators 

here and in New Hampshire hope a face and a name will lead to another key piece of this 

mystery – who murdered Elizabeth Lamotte.  The TBI says an autopsy revealed the cause of 

death was trauma to the head.  Her body was found 2 to 3 weeks after she died.  New 

Hampshire's Attorney General says Lamotte left a youth detention center in Manchester 

November 22 and seemingly vanished.  For unknown reasons, she was not reported missing until 

last year.  The Manchester Police Department obtained DNA from her brothers and the DNA 

was sent to a national database.  A positive match showed up in Greene County.  We asked if 

Lamotte's murder could be the work of a serial killer tied to the so-called “Red Head Murders.”  

Investigators say they work each case independently. 

 

 

 

Inmate Search 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  11.15.18 

 

 

 



The Washington County TN Sheriff's Office is searching for an inmate who walked away from a 

work detail in Johnson City.  Investigators are looking for 38-year old Michael Trusler.  

Investigators say he walked away from a work detail around 12:30 this afternoon.  The sheriff's 

department says he was last seen getting into a car on New Street.  If you see Trusler or know 

where he is, the Washington County TN Sheriff's Office wants to hear from you. 

 

 

 

Inmate Captured 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.16.18 

 

 

 

An inmate who walked away from a work detail in Washington County, Tennessee is now in the 

custody of the sheriff's office.  Michael Trusler was taken into custody shortly after 3:30 this 

afternoon in Johnson City.  In addition to his previous charges of violation of probation, Trusler 

now faces one count of escape.  He is expected to appear in court Monday. 

 

 

 

Sex Offenders Sting 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.16.18 

 



 

 

A recent investigation by the Sullivan County Sheriff's Office found sex offenders who are not 

following the law.  Operation Compliance was an investigation into the county's 121 sex 

offenders.  Detectives visited the home of each offender to make sure they are following proper 

procedures.  The sheriff's office says possibly 8 offenders were not in compliance with the rules.  

The violations will be presented to the Sullivan County Grand Jury.  The department says it will 

continue to conduct these operations to address concerns of citizens. 

 

 

 

Drug Trafficking 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.16.18 

 

 

 

A Kingsport man will spend more than 15 years in prison after being convicted of trafficking 

drugs into east Tennessee.  Federal court documents show Christopher Burchett admitted he was 

responsible for 1,000 grams of marijuana picked up from Oregon and California and then sold in 

the area.  Documents say Burchett paid people $10,000 to move the drugs.  Testimony last year 

from a co-defendant said people in the group moved and sold between $12 million and $18 

million worth of marijuana. 

 

 

 

Walmart Shooting 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 



Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.18.18 

 

 

 

Elizabethton police are investigating a Walmart parking lot shooting that sent one person to the 

hospital.  Officers responded to Walmart on Over Mountain Drive around 7:15 this morning.  

Police tracked down a witness and the victim at Sycamore Shoals Hospital.  The victim was 

receiving treatment for what police called non-life threatening injuries.  Police Chief Jason Shaw 

says several people were involved in the shooting and everyone investigators have spoken with 

so far has told a different version of the story.  Chief Shaw advised there is no on-going threat to 

the community.  A motive for the shooting has not been released.  Police did not disclose the 

names of those involved. 

 

 

 

Theft Indictment 

Length:  1:00 

Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 

Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  11/19/18 

 

 

 

An investigation by the Tennessee Comptroller's Office resulted in the indictment of Sullivan 

County's former 911 director.  Investigators determined Isaac Lowry stole funding totaling 

nearly $17,000 when he redeemed a life insurance policy paid for with district funds.  Lowry told 

investigators he redeemed the poly and placed the money in investments for himself.  The state 

also revealed vacation and sick leave balances for three employees and the former director were 

inflated by more than 2200 hours which equals 284 vacation days.  Sick leave totaled more than 

500 days.  The comptroller report revealed spending topped $100,000 for 911 branded items 

during a 4-year period.  Investigators said a storage room was full of those items that were never 



distributed to the public.  A Sullivan County Grand Jury indicted Isaac Lowry on charges of theft 

over $10,000. 

 

 

 

Carter County Robbery 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.20.18 

 

 

 

The Carter County Sheriff's Office is asking for your help identifying a robbery suspect.  The 

sheriff's office says this video shows the suspect on Saturday at Dollar General on Highway 19-

E.  The cashier opens the register.  The suspect and the cashier struggle for the cash.  The 

sheriff's office says the suspect grabbed the money and ran.  If you recognize the man, contact 

the Carter County Sheriff's Office. 

 

 

 

Child Pornography Charge 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Amber Kent 

Show:  6:30am 

Air Date:  11.26.18 

 

 

 



47-year old Bobby Thorp of Gate City is due in court later today after deputies say they found 

child pornography on his social media accounts.  Multiple southwest Virginia agencies 

conducted interviews and searched Thorp's Facebook, electronic devices, and google accounts.  

Deputies say they found pornographic images and chat logs.  Scott County Commonwealth's 

Attorney Dan Fellhauer says no children were identified in the photos.  If convicted, Thorp could 

face more than 60 years in prison. 

 

 

 

Johnson City Attempted Murder 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.27.18 

 

 

 

Johnson City Police arrested a man after two victims arrived at the hospital with gunshot 

wounds.  Officers charged Christopher Blevins of Elizabethton with two counts of attempted first 

degree murder and two counts of reckless endangerment.  Investigators determined Blevins went 

to an apartment on Mulberry Street and got into a fight.  They say Blevins shot two people and 

cut one of them with a pocket knife.  Police say both victims are expected to survive their 

injuries.  Blevins is being held in jail on a $100,000 bond. 

 

 

 

Kingsport Shooting 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 



Air Date:  11.27.18 

 

 

 

A shooting is under investigation in Kingsport this evening.  Shortly before 7:30, Kingsport 

police responded to Dorothy Street in the Gibsontown area in reference to a shooting.  One 

person was taken to the hospital for what police described as non-life threatening injuries.  We 

continue to follow this investigation and will bring you updates on wjhl.com. 

 

 

 

Kingsport Shooting 

Length:  :35 

Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.28.18 

 

 

 

Kingsport police arrested the suspect in a shooting that sent a man to the hospital.  Within the 

past hour, we got word that officers arrested 57-year old Chris Horton.  They say officers found 

him at his home in Mount Carmel.  He is charge with 2 counts of aggravated assault.  

Investigators say last night Horton got into an argument and fired shots at Travis Sutherland, 

wounding him in the leg and hand.  Sutherland was taken to the hospital and is recovering.  

Sutherland's son, Chip, was also injured in the shooting.  Police say he suffered minor injuries 

from being in close proximity to the gun when it was fired.  Tonight, Chip and his grandmother, 

Jessie, showed us inside the home where the shooting took place.  They pointed out bullet holes 

in the walls.  Both Chip and Jessie are deaf and non-verbal.  They communicated with us by 

writing down what happened.  Chris Horton is being held on a $30,000 bond at the Kingsport 

jail. 

 

 

 



Erick Jones Sentencing 

Length:  1:40 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Jordan Moore 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.29.18 

 

 

 

The man convicted in connection to the murders of two Greeneville toddlers learned his 

punishment today.  A jury convicted Erick Jones in September on the lesser charge of facilitation 

of first degree murder.  He was originally charged with first degree felony murder in the 2014 

deaths of 14-month old Kynsleigh Easterly and 2-month old Trinity Tweed.  Today, a judge 

sentenced Jones to 50-years.  He must serve 85% of the sentence before being eligible for parole.   

 

 

 

Johnson City Child Abuse Charge 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.29.18 

 

 

 

Police arrested a couple after they say they found an 8-month old baby living in filthy conditions.  

Johnson City police charged Melissa Hicks and Martin Tilley with aggravated child abuse.  

Investigators say they found the infant in a van along with three cats, trash, rotting food and 

animal waste.  Children services took the child to the emergency room for treatment of a rash 

and animal scratches. 

 



 

 

Stabbing Arrest 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.29.18 

 

 

 

A stabbing suspect is no longer on the run.  Bristol, Tennessee police say they captured Ricky 

Hatfield.  Investigators say he stabbed someone in the parking lot of Dollar Tree on West State 

Street.  Police described the victim's injuries as “non-life threatening.”  Police say they found 

Hatfield hiding in the 800 block of Highway 126.  Hatfield is charged with attempted second 

degree murder and aggravated assault. 

 

 

 

Vehicle Theft Arrests 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.30.18 

 

 

 

Two teenagers face charges in connection with a vehicle theft in Sullivan county.  The theft 

happened Tuesday on Rogers Avenue.  The Sullivan County Sheriff's Office says a woman left 

her truck running to warm up when two suspects got into the vehicle.  They say when the woman 



tried to stop them, the suspects took off and dragged her along behind the truck.  Deputies found 

the truck Wednesday, and today, they said they arrested a 14-year old boy and a 16-year old girl 

and charged them with aggravated robbery and aggravated assault. 

 

 

 

Scott County Wanted 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphics 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.30.18 

 

 

 

Gate City Police are asking for help finding a man wanted for robbing a woman.  Investigators 

say 42-year old Bryan Carter of Weber City is wanted on charges of malicious wounding, 

robbery and conspiracy.  They said Carter repeatedly hit the victim in the face causing facial 

fractures, took her purse and then threatened to kill her.  Police said they arrested Kirsten Arnold 

in connection to the case.  She's being held in jail without bond.  If you see Carter, call the Scott 

County Sheriff's Office. 

 

 

 

Child Pornography Arrest 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.3.18 

 



 

 

A Carter County man accused of taking explicit photos of a child on his cell phone remains in 

jail.  The Carter County Sheriff's Office said deputies arrested 29 year old Joshua Herman 

Sunday.  He's charged with 3 counts of aggravated sexual exploitation of a child.  Investigators 

said a woman found the photos on Herman's phone and called police.  He is scheduled to appear 

in court December 10. 

 

 

 

Red Onion Prison 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Jordan Moore 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.2.18 

 

 

 

Two officers are recovering after an attack this morning at a Virginia prison.  A spokesperson 

with the Department of Corrections told us around 6:30 this morning, an inmate at Red Onion 

State Prison attacked officers with a homemade weapon.  Red Onion is a maximum security 

prison in Wise County, Virginia near Pound.  Officials tell us one officer was stabbed in his 

upper body and the other officer suffered a broken knee.  Commonwealth's Attorney Chuck 

Slemp told us, “We're thankful that these officers are okay, and that they are safe now today, but 

unfortunately this is a tragic example of what happens and the very real dangers that are out there 

for these brave men and women.  I do anticipate there will be additional charges to come out of 

this, but at this time, it's too early for me to be able to say.”  The Department of Corrections says 

the 31-year old inmate who attacked the officers is serving a 65-year sentence for 5 counts of 

robbery and seven counts of using a firearm in the commission of a felony. 

 

 

 

Padgett Investigation 



Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Dan Gray 

Show:  6:30pm 

Air Date: 12.4.18 

 

 

 

A Jonesborough man remains in jail this evening charged with sex crimes against a child.  

Washington County TN Sheriff Ed Graybeal said deputies charged 51-year old Anthony Padgett 

with statutory rape by an authority figure and solicitation of a minor.  The sheriff's office said the 

charges follow a month-long investigation.  Padgett waived his preliminary hearing.  His case 

now goes before a grand jury. 

 

 

 

Padgett Update 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.5.18 

 

 

 

We have an update to a story we first brought you last night on News Channel 11.  Johnson City 

Police Department confirmed to News Channel 11 that 51-year old Anthony Padgett used to 

serve as a volunteer chaplain with the department.  Padgett faces several child sex charges 

following a month-long investigation by the Washington County TN Sheriff's Office.  Johnson 

City Police Department says Padgett signed up in 2014 and was recently taken off the chaplain 

list.  The department added that Padgett was minimally involved as a chaplain at the department. 

 



 

Molestation Charges 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.5.18 

 

 

 

Authorities say a southwest Virginia pastor is accused of molesting a girl in West Virginia.  76-

year old Daniel Shafer is being jailed in Dublin, Virginia.  Shafer is listed as pastor of Highway 

for the Remnant Ministries Incorporated – according to the church's website.  The church is 

located in Elk Creek, Virginia. 

 

 

 

Lillelid Case Update 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.6.18 

 

 

 

A clarification made by the Tennessee Supreme Court opens the possibility for parole for two of 

the six people convicted in the Lillelid murders.  In 1997 the family was carjacked at a rest area 

along Interstate 81 in Greene County.  Six people, all from Kentucky, admitted to killing the 

couple and are serving life sentences.  Under the court's clarification, two of the suspects – who 

were minors at the time- Jason Bryant and Karen Howell could become eligible for parole after 

serving at least 51 years in prison. 



 

 

 

Morristown TBI Arrests 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Graphics 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.7.18 

 

 

 

A Tazewell County, Virginia man is in jail on a $1.6 million bond.  The Tennessee Bureau of 

Investigation said he fired shots at deputies near Morristown.   Christopher Deel of Raven, 

Virginia was spotted in a stolen truck in Morristown on Thursday.  Deputies say he shot at them 

and hit a patrol car.  Deel was taken into custody a short time later.  He remains in jail tonight in 

Hamblen County. 

 

 

 

Bristol Shooting 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Jonathan Motte 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.8.18 

 

 

 

Bristol, Virginia police identified the victim of a shooting that happened early this morning.  

Police say they responded to reports of gun shots just after 1:00 am at the Woodlands Apartment 



Complex on Second Street.  When they arrived, they found a man with several gun shot wounds.  

He died at an area hospital.   Investigators identified the victim as 25-year old Andrew J. Wilson.  

The suspect has not yet been identified or arrested.   

 

 

 

Longhorn Attack Investigation 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.12.18 

 

 

 

Police say a man unhappy with the way his food was cooked, held a knife to his wife's throat at a 

Johnson City restaurant.  It happened just before 2 at Longhorn Steakhouse on North Roan 

Street.  Police say John Hettinga became agitated because his food had not been prepared 

properly.  When his wife tried to calm him down, police said he grabbed a knife and held it to 

her throat, demanded the car keys and drove away.  Police say they found Hettinga at a nearby 

hotel, arrested him and charged him with aggravated domestic assault. 

 

 

 

Murder Arrest 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  12.13.18 

 



 

 

Police told us investigators made an arrest in a shooting death that happened in Bristol over the 

weekend.  The Bristol Virginia Police Department said the suspect was already in jail when they 

determined he was responsible for the shooting.  Police arrested 28-year old Lamarr Jones and 

charged him with second degree murder and other offenses.  Investigators said they found a man 

who had been shot in a parking lot at the Woodlands Apartment Complex on Second Street early 

Saturday morning.  Jones was arrested on unrelated charges in Washington County, VA and was 

in the regional jail when police named him the suspect in the murder.  He is being held without 

bond. 

 

 

 

Jeremiah Long Arrest 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.13.18 

 

 

 

A Hawkins County man was arrested in Alabama and brought back to Tennessee to face charges 

of sex crimes against a child.  Hawkins County deputies traveled to Chambers County, Alabama 

to arrest Jeremiah Dennis Long yesterday.  Long had warrants for his arrest charging him with 

two counts of rape of a child and aggravated sexual battery.  Long is now being held in the 

Hawkins County Jail. 

 

 

 

Fake Money 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 



Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  12.14.18 

 

 

 

A warning about counterfeit cash is the focus of a News Channel 11 Crime Watch Alert.  The 

Buchanan County Virginia Sheriff's Office warns people about counterfeit cash circulating in the 

county.  Sheriff Ray Foster says the counterfeit bills are similar in size and color as real US 

currency.  The one big difference is the bills confiscated by the sheriff's office have additional 

wording and foreign language printed on them.  The Secret Service is assisting in the 

investigation and said similar reports are happening across the country.   

 

 

 

William Carter Captured 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 

Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  12.14.18 

 

 

 

A two-day manhunt for an attempted murder suspect in Sullivan County is over.  The Sullivan 

County Sheriff's Office says deputies arrested William Carter just hours ago in Washington 

County, VA.  Cox is accused of firing a gun at a woman in a home on Cox Hollow Road 

Wednesday.  Investigators told us a tip led them to Carter who was captured on Gate City 

Highway. 

 

 

 



School Resource Officer Assault 

Length:  1:00 

Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date;  12.14.18 

 

 

A husband and wife are facing multiple charges after a school resource officer was assaulted 

today.  The incident caused Valley Institute Elementary School in Bristol, Virginia to go on soft 

lock-down.  The Washington County Sheriff's Office says Ryan and Miranda Jones went to the 

school to meet with staff when a resource officer recognized Ryan Jones.  After confirming a 

violation of probation warrant against him, the school resource officer tried to arrest him.  The 

school resource officer said he was assaulted.  Ryan Jones ran from the school.  Police say Ryan 

Jones removed a knife from a sheath before taking off.  That led to a manhunt and the school 

being placed on soft lock-down.  Police caught up with him and took him to jail.  Investigators 

say they found marijuana and loaded guns in the couple's car in the school parking lot.  Ryan 

Jones faces several charges including possession of a firearm on school property and assault and 

battery on a law enforcement officer.  Miranda Jones was arrested for violation of probation. 

 

 

 

Disability Fraud 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Jonathan Motte 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.15.18 

 

 

 

A Wise County, Virginia man pleaded guilty to lying about his disability after getting more than 

$90 thousand from the Railroad Retirement Board.  Jeffrey Bates pleaded guilty to one count of 



making a false statement.  He faces up to five years in prison and has agreed to pay more than 

$90 thousand in restitution.  Bates is scheduled to be sentenced in April 2019.   

 

 

 

Baby Jesus Figure Stolen 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Jonathan Motte 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.16.18 

 

 

 

The Greeneville Parks and Recreation Department says someone stole the baby Jesus figure from 

the nativity display at Hardin Park.   Officials say someone stole the figure between 8:30 and 

9:45 this evening.   

 

 

 

Washington County VA Stabbing 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Jonathan Motte 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.16.18 

 

 

 



Timothy Abrams is now in custody.  Abrams is accused of stabbing his brother-in-law earlier 

today.  As he drove away from the scene, Washington County Virginia Sheriff Fred Newman 

said he hit the victim's car.  Abrams is being charged with malicious wounding and hit and run.  

Sheriff Newman said deputies arrested Abrams at his mother's home in Glade Spring.  The 

condition of the victim is not known.  Sheriff Newman said he was stabbed two times.   

 

 

 

Kingsport Jesus Figure Stolen 

Length:  1:30 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 

Reporter:  Caroline Corrigan 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  12.17.18 

 

 

 

The centerpieces of two area nativity displays are missing.  Someone stole the baby Jesus figures 

from mangers at Greeneville's Hardin Park and Kingsport's Church Circle.  The Kingsport 

Jaycees operates the display on Church Circle.  Officials told us the figure was stolen between 

Friday night and Saturday morning.  Organizers put out a replacement until the original figure is 

found.  If the baby Jesus figure is returned by Noon on Christmas Eve, the Jaycees says it will 

not ask any questions.  Greeneville Parks and Recreation Department says its Jesus figure was 

stolen from its nativity scene  while Hardin Park was open for Christmas in the Park Sunday 

night.   

 

 

 

Victoria Secret Theft 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 



Air Date:  12.18.18 

 

 

 

A 19-year old Knoxville woman faces theft charges tonight after stealing more than $4,000 in 

merchandise from Victoria Secret in Johnson City.  Police said the incident happened last month.  

Police say Yasheiana Shell stole $4,362 worth of merchandise from the store.  She's now in the 

Washington County Detention Center on a $3,000 bond. 

 

 

 

Jail Fight Investigation 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  Noon 

Air Date:  12.19.18 

 

 

 

The Tennessee Bureau of Investigation is investigating a fight at the Washington County Jail that 

left an inmate hospitalized.  The TBI told us the fight happened Monday.  The TBI said deputies 

found inmate Joseph Lockner unresponsive inside his cell, and officers administered CPR.  

According to the TBI, Lockner remains hospitalized.  Sheriff Ed Graybeal told us the inmate 

died, but then later, he said he was unsure about the inmate's condition.   

 

 

 

Armed Robbery 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Voice Over 



Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  12.19.18 

 

 

 

Johnson City investigators hope newly released surveillance photos will help them track down an 

armed robbery suspect.  Johnson City police officers responded to Red Roof Inn on Broyles 

Drive Sunday.  A clerk told investigators a man walked in, pulled a gun and demanded money.  

Police released photos of the suspect today.  If you have information that could help investigators 

make an arrest, call the police department. 

 

 

 

Attempted Murder Suspects 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  12.20.18 

 

 

 

Three people accused of trying to kill a woman in Unicoi County earlier this week made their 

first appearance in court today.  Austin Gill, Matt Taylor and Kendra Adams were arraigned this 

morning afternoon on attempted first-degree murder charges.  The victim in the case told 

investigators the three suspects attacked her at Jones Branch Campground Sunday.  The woman 

said she was hit in the head with a rock, choked and gagged.  She told officers she played dead to 

stay alive during the ordeal before crawling to a spot where people heard her yelling for help.  

Gill, Taylor and Adams were each declared indigent today and were appointed attorneys.  They 

return to court January 24 for a preliminary hearing.  Each is being held on $100,000 bond. 

 

 



 

Homicide Investigation 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphics 

Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  12.21.18 

 

 

 

The death of a Washington County Tennessee Jail inmate is now being investigated as a 

homicide.  That's the word from District Attorney General Ken Baldwin.  The Tennessee Bureau 

of Investigation told us Joseph Lockner died Thursday night at Johnson City Medical Center.  

The TBI said emergency teams transported Locker to the hospital Monday.  Investigators said he 

was assaulted inside the jail.  District Attorney General Baldwin told us this morning that there 

are still unanswered questions surrounding Lockner's death and the findings of the investigation 

will be presented to a grand jury. 

 

 

 

Bank Robbery Suspect 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.21.18 

 

 

 

FBI Special Agents are asking for tips to identify an armed bank robbery suspect.  Knoxville 

police were called to UT Federal Credit Union around 4 this afternoon.  Witnesses told 

investigators a man walked into the bank, pulled out a pistol, and demanded money from a teller.   



 

 

 

Statutory Rape 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphics 

Reporter:  Jonathan Motte 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.22.18 

 

 

 

Deputies in Sullivan County are working to track down a man accused of statutory rape.  The 

Sullivan County Sheriff's Office says a witness told deputies that 36-year old Jessee Creater of 

Bristol, Tennessee was engaging in sexual activity with a minor.  The witness attempted to call 

9-1-1 but Creater reportedly took the phone and ran away.   

 

 

 

Library Vandalized 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  12.26.18 

 

 

 

The Jonesborough Police Department wants to find the person or people who vandalized the 

Washington County Tennessee Public Library.  The front door of the library was shattered.  The 



Washington County Public Library says the damage happened Christmas Eve.  Library officials 

say the library will reopen tomorrow at 9 am. 

 

 

 

Gray Library Vandalism 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 

Reporter:  Curtis Carden 

Show:  Noon 

Air Date:  12.27.18 

 

 

 

Johnson City Police Sergeant Michael Adams confirmed a second library has been vandalized in 

Washington County.  The police department told us it received a call yesterday about the library 

in Gray.  Investigators said someone fired shots at the building and 8 bullets hit windows.  The 

damage was discovered today but it is not known when the incident took place.  We reported 

yesterday about damage at the Washington County TN Public Library in Jonesborough.  The 

front door was shattered.  Employees think it happened Christmas Eve.  That library reopened to 

the public today.  Investigators do not know if the incidents are related. 

 

 

 

Johnson City Kidnapping Charge 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Curtis Carden 

Show:  Noon 

Air Date:  12.27.18 

 



 

 

Johnson City police officers say a man involved in two separate investigations is behind bars.  

Police charged Randy Chapman with especially aggravated kidnapping, aggravated kidnapping 

and two counts of aggravated assault and aggravated burglary.  Police told us one investigation 

began December 20.  Chapman is accused of threatening someone with a knife.  The second 

investigation began Christmas Eve.  That's when Chapman is accused of assaulting someone and 

making the person drive to other locations.  Chapman was arrested Wednesday. 

 

 

 

Abingdon Pharmacy Robbery 

Length: :40 

Format: Voice Over 

Reporter: Daniel Gray 

Show: 5 pm  

Air Date: 12.28.18 

 

 

A pharmacy was robbed in Southwest Virginia. It happened this morning at Highlands 

Community Pharmacy in Abingdon. A man hopped over the counter and said he had a weapon. 

Deputies found a list of medication they believe the suspect wanted to steal. He then took off 

with another suspect in a car. Deputies were able to stop the car and arrest the driver, James 

Cody Wagner, but the other suspect drove away. The man they are looking for tonight is Logan 

Parsons. He has red hair and was last seen wearing a gray shirt with black sleeves and jeans. He 

should be considered armed and dangerous.  

 

 

Aggravated Robbery 

Length:  :20 

Format: Voice Over – Graphic 

Reporter: Samantha Moore 

Show: 7am 



Air Date: 12.29.18 

 

 

In Johnson County, the sheriff’s department is investigating a robbery that happened at a home in 

the Cold Springs area. Deputies say two men forced their way inside a home Friday evening. The 

victim ended up locked inside a room but eventually escaped. Investigators say the victim was 

treated at a hospital for minor injuries.  

 

 

 

Middle TN Officer Shooting 

Length:   :60 

Format: Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter: Samantha Moore 

Show: 7am 

Air Date: 12.30.18 

 

 

The Tennessee Bureau of Investigation is looking into the moments leading up to an officer-

involved shooting inside a Walmart in Middle Tennessee. It happened Friday night in 

Tullahoma. TBI says officers got a tip that a wanted man was in the store. Officer found him and 

approached him. That man, Mark Luttrell, then pulled a gun on officers. An officer fired at 

Luttrell and shot him dead. The district attorney says officers do not typically serve warrants in 

public places and this was a rare situation. “You basically serve it where you find them. 

Obviously, we prefer to not have to do it in that type of environment but sometimes that’s how it 

happens and that was the case in this situation.” The district attorney says the officer who fired 

the shot felt threatened for his safety and others who were in the store.  
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The Tennessee Bureau of Investigation is looking into the moments leading up to an officer-

involved shooting inside a Walmart in Middle Tennessee. It happened Friday night in 

Tullahoma. TBI says officers got a tip that a wanted man was in the store. Officer found him and 

approached him. That man, Mark Luttrell, then pulled a gun on officers. An officer fired at 

Luttrell and shot him dead. The district attorney says officers do not typically serve warrants in 

public places and this was a rare situation. “You basically serve it where you find them. 

Obviously, we prefer to not have to do it in that type of environment but sometimes that’s how it 

happens and that was the case in this situation.” The district attorney says the officer who fired 

the shot felt threatened for his safety and others who were in the store.  

 

 

 

 

KPT Porch Pirate 

Length:   1:00 

Format: Package 

Reporter: Caroline Corrigan  

Show: 6pm 

Air Date: 12.31.18 

 

 

Packages dropped off by delivery trucks are the hot new target for thieves. There’s even a name 

for them...porch pirates. A Kingsport man’s security camera caught one stealing his belongings 

last Friday. Brandon Decker says it is shocking to see a package he ordered online was on his 

doorstep for just minutes before it was stolen Friday afternoon. His security camera captured a 

woman snatching more than $500 in items off his porch.  



 

 

EDUCATION 

 

 

 

Washington County TN Board of Education Meeting 

Length:  1:45 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Chantel Batista 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.2.18 

 

 

 

A Tri-Cities school system made a major decision tonight.  We now know who will be the next 

leader of Washington County TN Schools.  The school board chose to promote long-time 

educator and interim director Bill Flanary  to serve as Director of Schools.  The vote was 8 to 1.  

Todd Ganger was the only opposing vote.  He told us he thought the school board to do a search.  

Flanary replaced Kimber Halliburton after she resigned at the end of May.  Flanary told us he 

hopes his appointment brings stability, “It gives everybody, teachers especially, a sense of 

consistency.  Not knowing who is going to sign your paycheck week to week might wear on 

them, I suppose.”  Flanary told us his goals as director of schools are straight forward, “I've seen 

9th graders come into school that can't read or write.  We've got to put a stop to that.  Secondly, I 

am very focused on getting these kids ready for what's next in their life.” 

 

 

 

ETSU Enrollment 

Length:  :20 



Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.2.18 

 

 

 

East Tennessee State University says enrollment is holding steady.  President Dr. Brian Noland 

emphasized the university is working to give scholarships to high school students to increase 

freshman enrollment.  He said this would help the university increase staff salaries. 

 

 

 

TN Ready Report 

Length:  1:00 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.2.18 

 

 

 

A group of educators submitted a report to Tennessee Governor Bill Haslam on how to improve 

the state's standardized testing system.  Technical issues with TN Ready caused testing delays 

across the state last year.  The company that administers the online tests pointed to a possible 

cyber attack as the source of the problems.  Over the past few months, Governor Haslam and 

Education Commissioner Candice McQueen held 6 round tables across the state, including one 

in Greeneville, to gain feedback on the test.  Today's report suggests several immediate action 

steps to improve testing this school year.  It includes releasing the test administration manual 

earlier, shortening the time it takes to get test results, and a large scale verification test of the 

computer-based testing platform.  Governor Haslam expects to announce what set of 

recommendations to make within a few weeks. 

 



 

 

Blue Ribbon School 

Length:  :35 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  Noon 

Air Date:  10.3.18 

 

 

 

Virginia Governor Ralph Northam recognized 8 Virginia schools named as National Blue 

Ribbon Schools by the US Department of Education.  One of those schools is in our area.  St. 

Paul Elementary School in Wise County earned the Blue Ribbon designation.  The National Blue 

Ribbon Schools Program honors elementary, middle and high schools across the country for 

demonstrating superior academic performance or for making substantial progress in closing 

student achievement gaps.   

 

 

 

ETSU Homecoming 

Length:  1:15 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphics 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5:30pm 

Air Date:  10.3.18 

 

 

 

East Tennessee State University's football team sits atop the Southern Conference standings as 

the school kicks off homecoming week.  Students will celebrate with a parade and pep rally 



Friday at 4 pm.  Saturday the Buccaneer Basketball tam will hold an open practice at 11:30pm.  

The Buc Walk, prior to the football game, takes place at 1:15 pm.  The Bucs host Gardner-Webb 

at William B. Greene Jr. Stadium.  Kickoff is at 3:30 pm. 

 

 

 

Soddy Daisy Principal Suspended 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.5.18 

 

 

 

An East Tennessee high school punished one of its assistant principals after he posted a 

controversial video.  Jared Hensley made national headlines after he said girls were to blame for 

everything when talking about dress code changes.  The Hamilton County School System says 

Hensley has been suspended for 10 days without pay and will complete sensitivity training. 

 

 

 

Milligan – Northeast State Agreement 

Length:  :55 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  10.8.18 

 

 

 



Northeast State Community College students pursuing a career in nursing have a faster, more 

cost-effective approach to earning a degree.  Today, Milligan College and Northeast State 

renewed their transfer agreement.  The agreement allows current Northeast State students the 

option to co-enroll in nursing courses at Milligan.  The students may transfer to Milligan after 

completing an associates degree and be granted junior status in Milligan's Bachelor of Science 

Nursing Program.   

 

 

 

Northeast State Open House 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.11.18 

 

 

 

If you're exploring the idea of higher education, Northeast State Community College invites you 

to learn the basics at its fall Open House.  The event takes place at the school's Blountville 

campus on October 18.  Information will be offered about financial aid, scholarships, academic 

programs and how to apply for admission.  The fall Open House kicks off at 6 and continues 

until 8. 

 

 

 

Tusculum President 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  10.12.18 



 

 

 

Tusculum University inaugurated its 28th President today.  A ceremony was held this morning on 

the Greeneville campus.  Throughout his 20-year career in education, Dr. James Hurley has 

served as an instructor, dean and vice president.  Dr. Hurley spoke this morning about the impact 

of Tusculum's new optometry school, “The Niswonger College of Optometric Medicine will be a 

game changer not only for the state but this region there are only 23 colleges of optometry in the 

country, we would be the 24th.”  Hurley will host the school's first President's Gala this evening. 

 

 

 

Liberty Bell Gymnasium & Cafeteria 

Length:  :50 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.15.18 

 

 

 

Construction is set to begin on a new addition for a Johnson City school.  Officials held a 

groundbreaking ceremony at Liberty Bell Middle School for a new gymnasium and cafeteria.  

The gym will seat 1300 people and the cafeteria will fit 350.  Right now, Liberty Bell uses 

Freedom Hall for a cafeteria and gym.  Today's ceremony celebrated years of planning to bring 

Liberty Bell's facilities under one roof.  The project will cost around $9 million and is expected 

to be complete in about 18 months. 

 

 

 

Science Hill Prayer 

Length:  :35 



Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.17.18 

 

 

 

A student-organized event drew hundreds of people to Science Hill High School's football game.  

The school's Fellowship of Christian Athletes Club hosted its third annual “Fields of Faith.”  It's 

a nation-wide movement that invites people to pray and enjoy live music.  Organizers say each 

year the event gets bigger.  Organizers told us 500 people attended last year's event, and they 

expected more tonight. 

 

 

 

Tusculum University – Northeast State 

Length:  :35 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.22.18 

 

 

 

Tusculum University and Northeast State Community College announced a new dual enrollment 

program between the two schools.  Students who participate in the program first enroll at 

Northeast State and earn an associate of arts degree, an associate of science degree or an 

associate of science and teaching degree.  They then enroll at Tusculum University to complete 

their bachelor's degree.  Students who fulfill the program's requirements are guaranteed 

acceptance to Tusculum.  The new program is effective immediately. 

 

 



 

ETSU Fraternity Suspension 

Length:  1:45 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Caroline Corrigan 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.23.18 

 

 

 

A fraternity at East Tennessee State University has been placed on interim suspension following 

multiple allegations.  University officials confirmed the allegations against Kappa Sigma include 

underage drinking and hazing.  Members of the fraternity will not be allowed to hold any chapter 

activities while on interim suspension.  Interim Director of Communications at ETSU Amanda 

Mowell says members were notified of the interim suspension on September 28.  The interim 

suspension comes after allegations of underage drinking at the chapter house, unregistered 

parties at the chapter house, alcohol provided to new members, bid members and pledges and 

hazing.  Kappa Sigma is one of 17 Greek organizations at ETSU.  The chapter came to ETSU in 

2015 and has about 50 members.  The future of the fraternity, according to school officials, will 

be determined during a judicial hearing planned to be held by the end of the semester.  We asked 

Kappa Sigma for comment but have not heard back from the fraternity. 

 

 

 

Hawkins County Director of Schools 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.23.18 

 

 



 

The search for a new director of schools in Hawkins County may have come to an end.  The 

Hawkins County Board of Education offered Matt Hixson the job Monday evening.  The 

Hawkins County School System website says contract negotiations with Hixson will begin soon.  

Hixson currently serves as Assistant Director of the San Jacinto, California School System. 

 

 

 

Washington County TN Schools Investigation 

Length:  1:00 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.24.18 

 

 

 

The Washington County TN Director of Schools says he is investigating after a David Crockett 

High School student's name was given to and reported by a local newspaper.  The student was 

suspended before a football game last week.  Students' disciplinary records are protected by 

federal law under the Family educational Rights and Privacy Act.  Director of Schools Dr. Bill 

Flanary released this statement to News Channel 11, “I will confirm that I am looking into a 

possible violation of federal privacy laws.  That's the full extent of my comments at this time.”  

News Channel 11 did report stories regarding the manner and timing of the student's suspension.  

However, we did not release the identity of the student in question. 

 

 

 

Elizabethton Schools Grant 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 



Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.24.18 

 

 

 

The City of Elizabethton now has millions of dollars to improve an experimental high school 

program.  The Board of Education voted Tuesday to enter into an agreement with X-Q America.  

It guarantees the school $2.3 million over 4 years for its Bartleby Program.  The program focuses 

on experimental, project-based learning.  The school system says it will use the money for 

presentation spaces and a new amphitheater at Elizabethton High School.  The city has received 

national attention for the Bartleby School.  Officials recently went to Washington to share the 

project.   

 

 

 

TN Ready Changes 

Length:  :50 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.24.18 

 

 

 

Tennessee Governor Bill Haslam announced changes to the state's standardized testing system.  

The governor's announcement comes after months of listening sessions with educators across the 

state.  Among the changes the governor announced – technology upgrades, better training for 

teachers and improved testing manuals.  A spokesperson for Johnson City Schools told us the 

system is encouraged after yesterday's successful practice run of the test, “Our students were part 

of 50,000 who did the test the new platform.  We had very good success with it so we are 

encouraged and hoping that the next assessment period will go very well.”  Changes in the TN 

Ready testing take place immediately. 

 

 



 

TCAT Expansion 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Katie Parks 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.26.18 

 

 

 

The Tennessee College of Applied Technology celebrated the realization of a two-year effort to 

expand.  The college held a groundbreaking ceremony for its Johnson County Vocational Center 

in Mountain City.  The building will be for career and technical education.  Johnson County's 

Director of Schools says this is a much needed service in the area, “Our closest community 

college is an hour away and that is a hindrance on some families, and so, being able to offer 

programs that outlet students and community members can stay in Johnson County is very 

beneficial to us.”  Officials say in the past several years, more than 75 students were commuting 

each day from home in Johnson County to TCAT in Elizabethton. 

 

 

 

Washington County School Board 

Length:  1:30 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Justin Soto 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.29.18 

 

 

 

Fro the first time since the August election, leaders from the Washington County, Tennessee 

School System met to discuss a lingering issue – what to do about aging schools in 

Jonesborough.  After years of discussion and a property tax increase to fund improvements, 



there's still no final approved plan for a proposed new K-8 school.  The Washington County 

School Board approved “Scheme 6” earlier this month.  It's a plan that would double the size of 

the existing Jonesborough Middle School and leave Jonesborough Elementary School as it is.  

The school board chair said tonight he's not sure what's next.  The school board met with the 

Washington County Commission.  “Scheme 6” includes a 2-story addition to Jonesborough 

Middle with a new media center, classrooms and administrative office area.  Mayor Joe Grandy 

said what the school board requested 2 years ago is different than what's being discussed now.  

The school board and commission agreed the two bodies must come together to come up with 

the best solution for Jonesborough.  School Board Chair Keith Ervin said “Scheme 6” will now 

go to the Health Education and Welfare Committee of the county commission for review.  Mayor 

Grandy said he thinks the commission is fully supportive of doing the project as long as it's the 

right project for Jonesborough.  The meeting is set for Thursday. 

 

 

 

Boones Creek School Update 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Justin Soto 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.29.18 

 

 

 

Washington County School leaders gave an update on the new, multi-million dollar Boones 

Creek School.  The school is 60% complete, metal roofing is on, and more is being installed 

daily.  Utilities are also in working order, and gas lines are going in now.  The project remains on 

budget.  School Board Chair Keith Ervin added redistricting some students to the new school is 

possible because Ridgeview Elementary is over capacity.  That issue will be discussed next 

week. 

 

 

 

Northeast State Groundbreaking 

Length:  :50 



Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.30.18 

 

 

 

Northeast State Community College held a long-awaited groundbreaking this morning on a 

technical education complex.  The nearly $30 million facility will replace the oldest buildings on 

the Blountville campus which were built in the 1960's and early 1970's.  Business and advanced 

technologies will be housed in the new complex.  Construction of the Technical Education 

Complex is tentatively scheduled for November 2019.  Classes are scheduled to begin in the 

facility in January 2020. 

 

 

 

Kubota & TCAT Partnership 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.30.18 

 

 

 

A global company will partner with the Tennessee College of Applied Technology in 

Elizabethton to create a unique training center where people can get training and then jobs.  

TCAT and the National Coalition of Certification Centers are teaming up with Kubota Tractor 

Corporation.  TCAT will be only the fourth training center of its kind in the United States.  The 

certification will be integrated into TCAT's Diesel Program to teach students the skills needed to 

become Kubota technicians.  TCAT Elizabethton will begin a $300,000 renovation at its former 

campus on Arny Street to house the Kubota Training Program. 

 



 

 

Bristol VA Bullying App 

Length:  2:00 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Chantel Batista 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.30.18 

 

 

 

A Tri-Cities school system is reminding parents of a tool to report bullying.  Its schools are using 

technology to prevent bullying from escalating.  Bristol Virginia City Schools added a service on 

the school system app to report bullying incidents anonymously.  The school system encourages 

students and parents to use the app to report any bullying matters.  The report immediately goes 

to an administrator and a school investigation is launched.  Both sets of parents are also notified.  

The state of Tennessee is working on a similar app for schools statewide to submit bullying 

concerns anonymously.  It could be ready to launch in December. 

 

 

 

Lock Down Update 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic – Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.31.18 

 

 

 



The Sullivan County Sheriff's Office will increase patrols at Sullivan County Schools tomorrow 

in response to threats.  All schools in five Tri-Cities school systems were placed on a soft lock 

down today.  The sheriff's office says this was a precaution after vague threats were posted on 

the website Jesuscares.com.  The investigation into who posted the threat continues tonight. 

 

 

 

School Threats 

Length:  1:30 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Jordan Moore 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  11.2.18 

 

 

 

A threatening online message – the third of its kind in just one week – prompted quick action 

today by another Tri-Cities school system.  This morning, federal agents alerted Washington 

County Tennessee investigators about a message on Twitter that included terms about a school 

shooting.  A text alert was went to Washington County School System parents that students were 

told to shelter in place.  Many parents we spoke with did not know what “shelter in place” meant.  

They were also concerned about the potential severity of the incident that prompted it.  Chief 

Deputy Leighta Laiten told us the ATF notified Twitter for more information.  It said the account 

holder lived in Johnson City, based on the information Twitter had.  The account was created 

yesterday and deleted today.  The message said the person was going to commit suicide and was 

very depressed and was going to shoot up a school.  At this point, investigators tell us they have 

not uncovered who posted the message.   

 

 

 

New Director of Schools 

Length:  1:40 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Jordan Moore 



Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  11.9.18 

 

 

 

Last night, the Washington County TN School Board approved a contract for Dr. Bill Flanary to 

serve as director of schools.  Flanary had served as interim director since June, following the 

resignation of Kimber Halliburton.  His history with the school system goes back to the 1980's as 

a teacher, and he told us plenty has changed since then, “We're getting away from textbooks, and 

we're going to pure technology.  We just had our first school go one on one technology, South 

Central Elementary, and we're proud of that.”  He said the school system is also taking steps, 

some he couldn't talk about, to keep students safe.  He could tell us safety is a top priority as the 

system constructs the new Boones Creek School.  He said access to the school will be very 

difficult if you're not supposed to be there.  He added it will also have bulletproof glass.  Dr. 

Flanary hopes to get Governor-elect Bill Lee to the region to make a pitch to build a Tennessee 

College of Applied Technology satellite campus in Washington County.  His goal is to make 

sure students can get good paying jobs in the region. 

 

 

 

Innocence Project 

Length:  1:45 

Format:  Graphic – Voice Over – Sound Bytes 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.12.18 

 

 

A nearly 2 decade old murder conviction gets the attention of an area high school class.  Tonight, 

students in a Sociology class at Elizabethton High School are working to get the woman 

convicted set free.  In 1999, Suzanne Johnson was convicted in San Diego of killing a child in 

her care and sentenced to life in prison.  Johnson said the child fell from a high chair.  Medical 

examiners testified during her hearing that babies cannot die from short falls.  Years later, as 

research advanced, the diagnosis of Shaken Baby Syndrome convinced the California Innocence 

Project to take a look at the case.  Elizabethton High students joined the group's fight to get 



Johnson's conviction overturned.   The Sociology class has worked with an attorney to learn 

about trials, dissected Johnson's case briefing, researched shaken baby syndrome, and talked with 

former inmates to understand what life is like behind bars.  Now, the class is working with the 

Innocence Project of California – appealing to the state's governor to pardon Johnson.  This 

morning, members of the class spoke with Johnson's family – detailing their work on her case.  

Members of the class say through their research of shaken baby syndrome, Johnson is just one of 

many they believe is innocent.  Teacher Alex Campbell says he hopes this project helps his 

students understand that if they're passionate about something and they work hard they can make 

a difference at any age.  He wants them to see themselves as change makers and people who can 

help others. 

 

 

 

Dobyns-Bennett Band 

Length:  1:30 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Caroline Corrigan 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  11.12.18 

 

 

 

The Dobyns-Bennett High School Marching Band placed 10th overall in the Bands of America 

Grand National Competition in Indianapolis over the weekend.  The band was also crowned 

Class 3A National Champions.  The band brought home some impressive hardware for their 

work.  They also received a coveted invitation after their performance.  Representatives from 

Pasadena's Tournament of Roses Parade saw the band and asked all 267 members to perform at 

the Tournament of Roses Parade.   

 

 

 

Science Hill Offers Support to Coach 

Length:  1:10 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 



Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.12.18 

 

 

 

Science Hill High School's principal offered support for the school's head football coach tonight.  

The TSSAA issued Coach Stacey Carter a one game suspension.  Carter received three penalties 

during Friday night's game.  Carter says he was asking the official questions after his team were 

penalized.  Carter says he plans to appeal the suspension, which would be the first game next 

year.  Late this evening Science Hill Principal Todd Barnett issued a statement saying, “The 

incident this past Friday involving Science Hill Football Coach Stacey Carter will not diminish 

the positive impact he has had on our student athletes and community the past 9 years.  Science 

Hill High School clearly recognizes sportsmanship as fundamental to the overall development of 

our student athletes.  Coach Carter is a servant leader of exceptional integrity and exemplary 

character.  He is well-respected in our school and community for the work he has done with our 

students, both on and off the field.  Coach Carter works diligently to instill these same 

characteristics in the student athletes under his direction.” 

 

 

 

New Northeast State President 

Length:  1:00 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.13.18 

 

 

 

After months of a nationwide search, Northeast State Community College has a new president.  

The Tennessee Board of Regents, which governs Tennessee's technical and community colleges, 

announced it unanimously approved Dr. Bethany Flora for the job.  TBR released a statement 

from the new president.  Dr. Flora said, “Northeast State is well-positioned to meet the growing 



demand for educated healthy and engaged graduates to serve as leaders in our communities, civic 

organizations, and businesses.”  Dr. Flora begins her new job in January. 

 

 

 

TN Promise Needs Volunteers 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.14.18 

 

 

 

A program that provides free college to hundreds of outgoing high school students in Tennessee 

is in desperate need of volunteers.  The Tennessee Promise program still needs 2500 mentors to 

register before the November 30 deadline.  Mentors spend one hour a month helping students as 

they transition from high school to college by reminding students of important deadlines, serving 

as a trusted college resource and encouraging students to reach their full potential.  To apply, 

visit Tnachieves.org. 

 

 

 

School Bus Stops 

Length:  1:45 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Jackie DeFusco 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.15.18 

 

 



 

A series of student deaths at bus stops is prompting a Tri-Cities school system to take action.  

The big concern is drivers passing stopped school buses and putting children in serious danger.  

In the span of one week five separate crashes at school bus stops in four different states left five 

students dead and six injured.  A federal petition is circulating with more than 14,000 signatures 

advocating for increased penalties for drivers ignoring the law.  Right now, Elizabethton City 

School System is taking action.  Elizabethton school bus drivers say drivers passing stopped 

buses is a problem that happens daily.  School officials are now adding exterior cameras on all 

their school buses.  They expect all the cameras to be installed by the end of December.  Police 

say the punishment for passing a school bus in Elizabethton is a fine that can range from a couple 

hundred to a thousand dollars.   

 

 

 

Virginia School Safety 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  11.16.18 

 

 

 

A legislative committee agreed to a set of 24 recommendations to improve school safety in 

Virginia.  The committee will ask the House of Delegates to approve more than $1 million in 

funding for additional school resource officers.  A separate recommendation would allow retired 

police officers to serve full-time as school resource officers.  The committee will also ask to 

increase the amount of time school counselors spend with students. 

 

 

 

Bristol VA Schools 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 



Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.18.18 

 

 

 

Tomorrow night, Bristol Virginia City Council members will vote on a proposed $37 million 

school plan.  The school system wants to close three elementary schools and build a new school 

on land beside Van Pelt Elementary School.  The meeting is set for 6 o'clock. 

 

 

Student Quilt Awards 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphics 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.19.18 

 

 

 

 A project by Elizabethton High School students is gaining national attention.  The school system 

held a contest for students to make quilts that highlight overcoming obstacles and adversity.  The 

winners will be displayed downtown.  Teacher Sarah Morris helped lead the project.  She spoke 

on a national podcast this month to raise awareness about the project. 

 

 

 

Bristol VA School Vote 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 



Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.19.18 

 

 

 

The fate of a proposed $37 million so-called “super school” in Bristol, Virginia was decided 

tonight.  Bristol VA City Council voted 3 to 2 to reject the proposed project.  The proposal was 

to close three elementary schools – combining all Pre-K through 2nd grade at Van Pelt 

Elementary.  The new school would have been built on land beside Van Pelt.  Bristol VA School 

Superintendent Keith Perrigan told us his district will now, “begin requesting proposals to make 

the needed repairs to ensure our old buildings are safer and more accessible for our students.” 

 

 

 

Virginia Intermont Update 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 

Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  11.20.18 

 

 

 

A private college that shut its doors more than 2 years ago may soon reopen as a business 

college.  Virginia's Higher Education Council says the group that purchased Virginia Intermont's 

Campus in Bristol put in a request to reopen under the proposed name Virginia Business College.  

The education council says it has not yet received an application for certification to move 

forward.  VI closed in 2014 after experiencing financial problems. 

 

 

 

Early Dismissal 



Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.24.18 

 

 

 

Greeneville City Schools announced schools will dismiss early on Thursday ahead of the state 

championship football game in Cookeville.  Greeneville defeated Maplewood in the state 

semifinals 43-8 Friday night.  School leaders are making the schedule change to accommodate 

students who want to attend the game.  Middle and high school students will dismiss at 11 am 

and elementary students will dismiss at 11:30 am. 

 

 

 

Presidential Priorities 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  Noon 

Air Date:  11.26.18 

 

 

 

This morning, University of Tennessee Interim President Randy Boyd outlined his priorities as 

leader of the statewide University of Tennessee system.  Boyd pinpointed six primary objectives 

to accomplish during his tenure at UT.  Some of them include increasing talent development.  He 

says that means improving graduation rates, improving recruitment of in-state and out-of-state 

students, and growing online education programs.  Another objective of Boyd's as interim 

president is plan for the future.  He says he plans to launch a search for the next chancellor of 

University of Tennessee Knoxville soon into his tenure with a search for a new president set to 

begin in 2020.  You can find a full outline of Boyd's objectives on wjhl.com. 



 

 

 

Northeast State Comptroller Report 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.27.18 

 

 

 

A Tennessee Comptroller's audit found Northeast State Community College needs to improve 

the handling of its finances.  The audit said while management prepared Northeast State's 2016-

17 financial statements, several different people were involved in the process.  This includes 

three different Chief Financial Officers.  The audit says during this time, the college was also 

experiencing significant financial difficulties, which had the attention of its accounting staff and 

management.  The state says all of this likely contributed to the several significant errors found 

in the college's cash flow reporting.  College management said in the audit they agree with its 

findings and listed ways they will address the problem.  This included training and adding staff 

to help prepare financial statements.   

 

 

 

Virginia Community College Reboot 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.27.18 

 

 



 

Virginia Governor Ralph Northam announced a 5 million dollar effort to transform Virginia's 

Community College System.  The governor says currently, many programs intended to train 

students with applied skills required them to take general education courses before advancing to 

essential skills-based courses.  The money will help redesign career pathways so that skills 

training begins at the start of each program.  According to a news  release, each college will get a 

minimum of a hundred thousand dollars to redesign their curriculum.   

 

 

 

Tusculum – Elizabethton High Agreement 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.30.18 

 

 

 

A new agreement between Tusculum University and Elizabethton High School will guarantee 

admission of students in the Bartleby Program.  The program is an experimental project-based 

program for students at Elizabethton High School.  In the agreement, students who are active in 

the program will get a Bartleby Diploma Seal.  Those students will also be eligible for an 

additional Tusculum Scholarship.  Tusculum has agreed to waive application fees, essay 

requirements and reference letters for students who submit a completed Bartleby portfolio. 

 

 

 

Perfect ACT Scores 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 



Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.30.18 

 

 

 

Three juniors at Science Hill High School defied the odds – each of them earned a perfect score 

on the ACT exam.  Franklin Dyer, Helen Hoye and Greta Higginbotham each made a perfect 36 

on the college entrance exam.  This was the first time taking the exam for each of them.  They 

were not the only ones to do well.  Ninety-two Science Hill Students scored 30 or better on the 

test.   

 

 

 

Sullivan County Schools 

Length:  2:00 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Justin Soto 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.30.18 

 

 

 

The Sullivan County School System is discussing closing three schools to make up for a lack of 

funding.  School leaders are considering closing Innovation Academy and Blountville Middle 

School – both in Blountville.  The 6th through 8th grade portion of Sullivan Gardens K-8 would 

also close.  The Board of Education asked Director of Schools Evelyn Rafalowski to come up 

with options to make up for $1.9 million in their budget.  Board Chair Michael Hughes says the 

previous county commission took their renovation funding or $1.6 million of that.  Now, school 

leaders are trying to fill the gap.  The plan presented by the director of schools is still $600,000 

short, so the board is open to options.  Hughes told us, “We could do all of this or none of it or 

some other plan altogether.”  We asked about job cuts and Hughes told us if this plan were to 

pass, it is possible teachers who retire may not be replaced.  The board has not yet voted on a 

plan.  The board hopes to reach a decision by early next year. 

 



 

 

Northeast State Donation 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  12.3.18 

 

 

 

A generous gift will allow some people looking to go to Northeast State, the opportunity for a  

higher education.  The late Elizabeth Hall Grindstaff left a portion of her estate to create an 

endowment for students.  Her nephews, Ronal and Alex Hall, presented the Northeast State 

Foundation $820,000 to create the Elizabeth Hall Grindstaff Scholarship Fund.  The money will 

provide scholarships to eligible students in the health occupation fields that need financial help.   

 

 

 

Sullivan County Board of Education Meeting 

Length:  1:45 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Chantel Batista 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.4.18 

 

 

 

Even though it was not on the agenda, people showed up at the Sullivan County Board of 

Education meeting this evening to talk about a plan that could close three of the county's schools.  

Concerned parents and students attended the meeting.  The board of education recently 



announced a plan to close Innovation academy, Blountville Middle and Sullivan Middle to make 

up for a budget gap.  School Board Chair Michael Hughes said, “In August, we lost $1.6 million 

out of our budget that was designed for renovation and we are just looking for places to possibly 

make up for some of those loses.”  Sullivan County Commissioners also attended the meeting.  

One claimed the renovation money cut from the school board's budget has not been used in 3 

years.  Sullivan County Mayor Richard Venable said, “It's apparent the chair  of the school board 

doesn't understand the funding.  He has told several different tales.  The fact is we gave the 

school board the funds that they requested, after 2 years of study and now they're into building 

schools and they find themselves short.”  No decision about the closure of schools proposal came 

this evening.  The director of schools told the crowd nothing is concrete and this plan was just a 

start.  She added the board can reject any of the options.   

 

 

 

Virginia Budget – New Education Funding 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  9am 

Air Date:  12.12.18 

 

 

 

Virginia Governor Ralph Northam proposed budget includes more than 268 million dollars in 

new funding for the state's K-12 education system.  The governor says his budget also includes 

an additional 2% raise in teacher salaries – totaling $88 million that will result in a total 5% raise 

effective July 1.  Governor Northam says raising teacher pay is one step to securing the quality 

of Virginia's K-12 education system for years to come.   

 

 

 

Virginia Head Start Funding 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic 



Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  9am 

Air Date:  12.12.18 

 

 

 

Virginia U.S. Senators Mark Warner and Tim Kaine announced more than $16.5 million in 

federal grant funding for Head Start programs in the Commonwealth.  Some of that money will 

come to Head Start programs in our area.  People Incorporated of Abingdon, Clinch Valley 

Community Action in Tazewell, Buchanan County Head Start and the Lee county School 

District in Jonesville will get money.  Head Start Programs promote school readiness for children 

under the age of 5 from low-income families through health, education, family support and social 

services. 

 

 

 

Finals Week at Tusculum 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  9am 

Air Date:  12.12.18 

 

 

 

Final exams are in full swing at Tusculum College.  Tusculum President Dr. James Hurley 

thought students could use a break from studying.  Overnight he hosted and even cooked for a 

midnight breakfast at Tusculum's Greeneville Campus.  It kicked off around 11:30 last night and 

last about an hour.  Pancakes, bacon, eggs and sausage helped to get students fueled up for finals. 

 

 

 



Sullivan Central School Resource Officer Retirement 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.14.18 

 

 

 

Today was the last day on the job for a school resource officer credited with stopping a gunman 

inside the halls of a local high school.  It happened in 2010.  An armed man making threats 

entered Sullivan Central High.  Surveillance cameras show School Resource Officer Carolyn 

Gudger in a standoff with the man until deputies arrived.  The gunman was killed after he 

refused to put down his weapon.  Many consider Deputy Gudger a hero who saved lives that day.  

A sheriff's office spokesperson told us Gudger retired today.   

 

 

 

ETSU Graduation 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.14.18 

 

 

 

More than 1400 students are expected to walk across the state during commencement exercises 

at East Tennessee State University tomorrow.  Two ceremonies will take place.  One will begin 

at 10:00 and the other at 3:00.  Incoming Northeast State President Dr. Bethany Flora will speak 

during the morning commencement.  Retiring U.S. Senator Bob Corker will speak at the 

afternoon ceremony.  Both events take place inside the Mini Dome. 



 

 

 

Tusculum Graduation 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Caroline Corrigan 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.15.18 

 

 

 

Tusculum University held its fall graduation exercises.  This was the first graduation Tusculum 

has hosted since it became a university in July.  About 300 students received degrees.  Graduates 

say this is an important milestone in their lives and some told us they already have jobs lined up.  

This morning's exercises included students from Tusculum locations in Greeneville, Knoxville 

and Morristown. 

 

 

 

Tri-Cities Christian School 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Jonathan Motte 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.16.18 

 

 

 

Tri-Cities Christian School in Blountville will not reopen until early 2019.  The school was 

closed earlier this week after the building suffered damage from the winter storm.  Director of 



Operations Dr. Brad Davis told us the school is looking at alternative locations just in case one is 

needed. 

 

 

 

Andrew Johnson Playground 

Length:  :50 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  12.17.18 

 

 

 

A 29-year old play set will soon be torn down in Kingsport.  The Castle, built by the community 

at Andrew Johnson Elementary School in 1990, will begin the removal process on December 21.  

The school encourages people to come out and take pictures of the play set before it is taken 

down.  The principal says the new play set will resemble the current one and will include ideas 

from students such as a pirate ship and climbing wall.  The new play set will be funded by the 

community and will begin construction in March.    

 

 

 

Gay Straight Alliance 

Length:  2:00 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Jordan Moore 

Show;  11pm 

Air Date:  12.18.18 

 

 



 

Starting this week, students in the “Gay Straight Alliance” at Volunteer High School will meet 

for the first time.  Less than a week after getting approval from the Hawkins County Board of 

Education in a vote of five to one.  School Board Member Tecky Hicks voted now.  Hicks is a 

pastor in Surgoinsville.  Volunteer High Hannah Yarosh founded the Gay Straight Alliance.  

Yarosh told us the goal of forming the group is to create a place where students can have a safe 

and open conversation.  Tecky Hicks sounded off against the group in a December 13 school 

board meeting, “I'll tell you this right now.  I've got a daughter that's got a child that's in second 

grade this year and she has already made the decision that if something like this is approved by 

the school board, she's pulling her kid out of school, and I would suggest, I'll make it a public 

statement, that every person in the county that has the privilege, do it!”  Tonight, Hicks said, “I 

have to vote the way that I think Almighty God would want me to vote, that's my conscience, 

that's all I know.”  Hicks added that he accepts the board's decision and plans no further motion 

against the group.  The Gay Straight Alliance at Volunteer High will have its first meeting 

tomorrow.   

 

 

 

TNReady Audit 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  Noon 

Air Date:  12.19.18 

 

 

 

A report from the Tennessee Comptroller's Office details many of the problems leading up to 

difficulties in executing spring TNReady tests.  The online student assessment had issues like 

login delays, slow servers and software bugs.  Auditors determined many of the issues happened 

because of Questar Assessment's performance.  The report also found the Department of 

Education's oversight of test administration fell short of expectations. 

 

 

 



ETSU ROTC 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.20.18 

 

 

 

Four recent East Tennessee State University graduates earned  honors from the United States 

Army.  Steven Scheideler and three colleagues in the ROTC program were commissioned from 

the Buccaneer Battalion as Second Lieutenants in the United States Army.  Scheideler shared his 

future plans with us, “I'm going to hopefully get on with the Army Corps of Engineers and do 

work on the dams along the Cherokee River.”  Upon completion of the Quartermaster Corps 

Officer Basic Training, Second Lt. Scheideler will be assigned to duty in Louisville, Tennessee.   

 

 

 

Roosevelt Road Trip 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  12.21.18 

 

 

 

More than 200 Roosevelt Elementary students are kicking off their holiday breaks with a road 

trip.  The students boarded buses this afternoon and hit the road for Knoxville to enjoy a little 

basketball.  The students will attend the East Tennessee State University women's basketball 

team take on the Lady Vols at Thompson Boling Arena, “We are excited.  We also got to see the 



Lady Bucs yesterday.  They stopped by to see us and tell us how excited they are that we are 

coming tonight.”    The Kingsport Chamber's Project Hope made today's trip possible.   

 

 

 

Tennessee Sanctuary Education 

Length:    :25 

Format: Voice Over 

Reporter: Zach Irby 

Show: 11pm 

Air Date: 12.28.18 

 

 

Tennessee’s education department is advising school officials that it’s not their role to determine 

whether students are in the country legally…this under a new law against sanctuary cities. The 

law taking effect on January 1 threatens local governments with the loss of future state economic 

and community development money if they have sanctuary policies.  

 

 

GOVERNMENT 

 

 

 

President Trump Visits Tri-Cities 

Length:  3:00 pm – 8:30pm 

Format:  Live wall-to-wall coverage 

Reporter:  WJHL Staff 

Date:  10.1.18 

 



 

 

President Donald Trump visited Tri-Cities region for a fundraiser for U.S. Senate Candidate 

Marsha Blackburn and to rally the republican party at a Make America Great Again rally at 

Freedom Hall in Johnson City.  Our coverage consisted of live reports from News Channel 11 

reporters on the grounds of Freedom Hall and at Tri-Cities Airport.  Josh Smith reported live 

from the President's press caravan and had an exclusive interview with President Trump.  We 

also carried the rally live on News Channel 11 and ABC Tri-Cities. 

 

 

 

 Abortion Amendment 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.2.18 

 

 

 

The U.S. Supreme Court declined to hear an appeal in a case that made it easier to restrict 

abortion in Tennessee.  Abortion-rights supporters had hoped to overturn a 2014 change to the 

Tennessee Constitution that said nothing in the document quote “secures or protects a right to 

abortion or requires the funding of an abortion.”  The denial by the U.S. Supreme Court leaves 

the Constitutional amendment intact. 

 

 

 

Presidential Alert 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 



Show:  Noon 

Air Date:  10.3.18 

 

 

 

Today about 225 million mobile devices across the United States will get a test emergency alert.  

This is the first nationwide test for a wireless phone emergency alert.  It is set for 2:18 this 

afternoon.  The Federal Emergency Management Agency says it will sound like an Amber Alert 

or flood warning.  The subject will read “Presidential Alert.”  The test will say, “This is a test of 

the National Wireless Emergency Alert System.  No action is needed.”  The alert would be used 

in the event of a major nationwide emergency.  FEMA officials say the test will last about a half-

hour, so some people may get the alert at different times.   

 

 

 

Johnson City Commission Applicants 

Length:  1:00 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.3.18 

 

 

 

Johnson City Commissioners are working to find a replacement for commission member Dr. 

Ralph Van Brocklin.  Van Brocklin died of an apparent heart attack on September 8.  The 

commission decided to appoint someone to fill the two remaining years of his term.  

Commissioners set a deadline of this past Monday for people to submit that application.  Today, 

we found out nine people met the deadline to be considered for appointment.  Those who applied 

include former Johnson City Commissioner Pete Paduch, former Johnson City Administrative 

Staff member and United Way President Lester Lattany, former candidate for State House of 

Representatives Nancy Fischman and retired ETSU College of Pharmacy Dean Dr. Larry 

Calhoun.  The city commission could appoint someone to serve as Van Brocklin's replacement at 

its October 18 meeting. 



 

 

 

Elizabethton Twins 

Length:  :35 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5:30pm 

Air Date:  10.5.18 

 

 

 

A deal has been reached that could keep the Elizabethton Twins minor league baseball team in 

the Tri-Cities.  That's what Mayor Curt Alexander told News Channel 11 less than an hour ago.  

He says a draft agreement was reached this morning.  The City of Elizabethton would spend $1.5 

million to upgrade Joe O'Brien Field.  The Twins' major league team, the Minnesota Twins, 

would contribute $800,000 toward the upgrades.  The draft agreement now goes before the 

Elizabethton City Council.  A vote is set for next Thursday. 

 

 

 

Bredesen – Taylor Swift 

Length:  :50 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.7.18 

 

 

 



We are less than 30 days away from the 2018 mid-term elections, and one of the tightest Senate 

races is right here in Tennessee.  Entertainer Taylor Swift took to Instagram just a few hours ago 

to express her support for former Governor and democratic U.S. Senate candidate Phil Bredesen.  

A new CBS poll shows republican candidate Marsha Blackburn with an 8 point lead over 

Bredesen ahead of the November 6 election.  Before Election Day, Bredesen and Blackburn will 

meet for their final debate.  The debate is set for this Wednesday at 8 pm.  You can watch live on 

ABC Tri-Cities. 

 

 

 

Flaccavento on Kavanaugh 

Length:  1:15 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.8.18 

 

 

 

A candidate for Congress in southwest Virginia says Kavanaugh's confirmation to the Supreme 

Court was a big mistake.  Democrat Anthony Flaccavento is running against republican 

Congressman Morgan Griffith in the Ninth District race for US House of Representatives.  

Today, Flaccavento posted a tweet saying Kavanaugh will undermine women and workers and 

that he is quote, “An angry partisan, loos with the truth and self-pitying.”  Flaccavento said we'll 

have to build a better nation without the help of the Supreme Court.  Tonight, Flaccavento said 

he believes November's elections played a big part in Kavanaugh's confirmation, “I think it was 

rushed for political reasons.  I think that the last nominee under President Obama was delayed 

for almost a year for political reasons, and I think this person was rushed through because there 

are some concerns that the tide might turn on November 6.”  In contrast, Flaccavento's opponent, 

incumbent Morgan Griffith, told us he's glad Judge Kavanaugh was confirmed, and he said this 

about Flaccavento's tweet, “It's a type of statement that really doesn't help us have civil discourse 

in our society.  So, I was a little surprised and disappointed but everybody is entitled to their 

opinion.  Wow, what a statement.”   

 

 

 



Joint Work Session 

Length:  :35 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  10.9.18 

 

 

 

Leaders of two area counties announced what they called an “historic” work session.  The 

mission of the work session is to improve our region by working together.  Today, Sullivan 

County Mayor Richard Venable and Washington County Mayor Joe Grandy announced a joint 

work session of the two counties.  It will take place Thursday, October 18 at 5 at Tri-Cities 

Airport.  Both mayors say by working together, the counties can increase opportunities for the 

people they serve, and they look forward to announcing potential areas for cooperation. 

 

 

 

Fleenor Vote 

Length:  1:45 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Caroline Corrigan 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  10.9.18 

 

 

 

The plan to remove an elected official from office in one area city moved forward today.  Bristol, 

Virginia put the public on notice about how its city council plans to oust council member Doug 

Fleenor.  News Channel 11 received notice about a called meeting set for Monday, October 15 at 

6.  The notice says the purpose of that meeting is to consider a hearing on the removal of a 

council member.  That council member is Doug Fleenor.  In late August, city leaders gave 



Fleenor a Notice of Intent that the council planned to vote to oust him from office for 

“malfeasance or neglect of duty.”  The council will present its evidence Monday.  Then, 

according to the meeting agenda, Fleenor will get to make his case.  The session will end with a 

vote.  However, the entire meeting depends on a hearing that takes place this Thursday in Bristol 

Circuit Court.  That's when a judge will consider Fleenor's position that council lacks the 

authority to remove him. 

 

 

 

Gubernatorial Debate 

Length:  1:00 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Bytes 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.9.18 

 

 

 

The two candidates for Governor in Tennessee were in the Tri-Cities tonight for a debate.  In 

front of a big crowd at Eastman Employee Center, candidates covered some of their key platform 

issues.  A main point of difference between democrat Karl Dean and republican Bill Lee is 

health care.  Dean thinks Tennessee should expand Medicaid to cover more low-income 

Tennesseans.  Lee said he believes the current system is flawed and in need of an overhaul, not 

an expansion.   

 

 

 

U.S. Senate Debate 

Length: 1:45 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 



Air Date:  10.10.18 

 

 

 

The candidates for U.S. Senate in Tennessee met for a final debate tonight in Knoxville.   Marsha 

Blackburn and Phil Bredesen are in a tight race for votes.  Following heated partisan fallout of 

Justice Brett Kavanaugh's confirmation, Blackburn hit hard on Bredesen's record of handling 

sexual assault claims while he was Governor of Tennessee, “There was a path for friends of Phil 

where sexual harassment claims were handled, and there was also the path for everyone else.  

What happened?  The voices of those women were shredded.”  Bredesen responded, “We got rid 

of that person the next day.  We tried to help the victim every way we could.  We do not 

maintain notes of those because they are public records.”  Both candidates differed on gun 

control and Second Amendment rights.  Bredesen said, “I think the way we exercise those rights 

responsibly as with anything else is by putting reasonable kinds of controls in place.”  Blackburn 

fired back, “We can protect the Second Amendment and also protect our citizens in public 

places.”  The candidates showed a clear contrast on immigration reform.  Blackburn supports 

building a border wall, “Tennesseans want to see that wall built because open border policies 

have made every town a border town and every state a border state.”  Bredesen called it political 

theater, “I think there are much better ways of doing it than building a wall.  In today's world 

with the technology we could do that more effectively, more quickly and less expensively.”   

Early voting begins next week on October 17. 

 

 

 

Fleenor Latest 

Length:  Voice Overs 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.11.18 

 

 

 

A judge appointed by the Virginia Supreme Court determined Bristol's City Council has the 

authority to oust Councilman Doug Fleenor.  The ruling, announced today in Bristol, Virginia's 

Circuit Court, follows a notice issued by city leaders in August alerting Fleenor of the council's 

intent to remove him for neglect of duty.  Fleenor fired back, filing a lawsuit stating the move 



was illegal.  Today, a judge ruled otherwise.  The council detailed reasons behind its decision to 

remove Fleenor.  They included chronically failing to attend committee meetings and offering to 

give up his own seat for the price tag of $325,000.  This, according to City Manager Randall 

Eads.  We will not know the official fate of Fleenor until the end of City Council's removal 

proceedings Monday evening. 

 

 

 

Elizabethton Twins Vote 

Length:  1:40 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Chantel Batista 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.11.18 

 

 

 

The Minnesota Twins will keep a minor league team in Elizabethton.  After years of 

negotiations, a deal won local approval tonight.  The City Council approved a five-year deal to 

keep the Twins in Elizabethton.  Renovations will be made to the Twins home field, Joe O'Brien 

Stadium.  The total project cost is close to $2.4 million.  The city will put in $1.5 million, and the 

Minnesota Twins will contribute $800,000.  Renovations will focus heavily on player facilities, 

the club house and the training room.   

 

 

 

Doug Fleenor Resignation 

Length:  1:40 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Jackie DeFusco 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.15.18 



 

 

 

Late this afternoon, Doug Fleenor announced his decision to resign from Bristol, Virginia's City 

Council.  The announcement came just hours before his fellow council members would have 

decided his fate in a removal hearing.  In a letter announcing his resignation, Fleenor steadfastly 

denied the allegations against him brought by city council members.  Bristol, Virginia residents 

at tonight's meeting told us they're ready to move on.  Bristol Virginia City Council will meet 

tomorrow at 8:30 in the morning to vote to approve the resignation of Fleenor.  Council members 

told us they will immediately begin looking to fill the post after the vote.  Generally, they have 

30 days to do so.   

 

 

 

Carter County Constables 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.15.18 

 

 

 

Carter County leaders discussed what to do about an issue that concerns county constables.  The 

constables received letters from Carter County Sheriff Dexter Lunceford revoking their use of 

the sheriff's office's radio system.  Constables are concerned about safety without access to the 

radios.  Several constables voiced their concerns at tonight's commission meeting.  After 

listening to comments, the commission went into Executive Session.  The commission eventually 

decided that County Attorney Josh Hardin should get with the constables to work out a solution. 

 

 

 

Johnson City Commission Finalists 



Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphics 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.17.18 

 

 

 

Tomorrow, Johnson City Commissioners will vote on a new member to fill a vacant seat on the 

board.  Commissioner Ralph Van Brocklin passed away suddenly from a heart attack last month.  

Mayor David Tomita told us commissioners narrowed 9 applicants down to three finalists.   

Those finalists are Dr. Larry Calhoun, the first dean of East Tennessee State University's College 

of Pharmacy, David Lefemine, and Lester Lattany, retired President of the United Way of 

Washington County.  Mayor Tomita tells us the new commissioner will be sworn in as soon as 

possible. 

 

 

 

New Johnson City Commissioner 

Length:  1:35 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Chantel Batista 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.18.18 

 

 

 

Johnson City leaders decided who will serve in the city commission seat previously held by Dr. 

Ralph Van Brocklin.  Van Brocklin died last month.  The Johnson City Commission swore in Dr. 

Larry Calhoun this evening.  Mayor David Tomita said Dr. Calhoun, “has massive breadth of 

experience in managing budgets, people and is an active community leader, somebody who 

cares.”  Dr. Calhoun served as the first dean of ETSU's College of Pharmacy for more than 11 

years.  Dr. Calhoun told us, “We have a really solid commission.  All of them bring different 



skills to the group, and I am excited about working with all of them.”  Calhoun's vision for 

Johnson City's future includes, “I'm excited about making sure Johnson City is a good place to 

do business, a friendly place to do business, and then what happens is we wind up being a city 

where it's fun to live, work and play.”  Dr. Calhoun's first official meeting as a commissioner 

will be November 1. 

 

 

 

Joint Meeting 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.18.18 

 

 

 

Leaders from the Tri-Cities' two largest counties met during what they called an “historic” joint 

meeting.  The work session was between the Sullivan County and Washington County 

Commissions.  The meeting was held at Tri-Cities Airport.  Both groups hoped to create new 

connections between the two counties.  The work session focused on developing a skilled 

workforce that will attract businesses to the region.   

 

 

 

Tennessee Election 

Length:  2:00 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Chris Bundgaard 

Show:  5:30pm 

Air Date:  10.23.18 

 



 

 

Two weeks from today, Tennesseans go to the polls for the critical mid-term vote where the state 

selects a new US Senator and a new Governor.  State Election Coordinator Mark Goins says it 

feels very much like a Presidential election.  The 2016 Presidential Election came with concerns 

about the security of your vote.  Various reports differ about where and how Tennessee might be 

vulnerable to cyber attacks, but Goins quotes his boss, Secretary of State Tre Hargett, “If you ask 

the folks in DC if they consider elections in general a target – absolutely.  That is why we are 

critical infrastructure because we are a target, but we wake up every day as Secretary Hargett 

says, we worry about 24-7 hours a week, so the voters do not have to.”  Goins and the Secretary 

of State Office, which oversees the state elections, always say voter machines with the actual 

recorded ballots are not connected to the internet, so they do provide a secure paper trail.  Goins 

says the system of sending those votes to the state for counting is one area to keep secure.   

 

 

 

Bredesen on Immigration 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.24.18 

 

 

 

Former democratic Tennessee Governor and current US Senate candidate Phil Bredesen met 

with potential voters this morning in Bristol.  He faces republican challenger Marsha Blackburn 

in the general election.  Blackburn has made immigration a key component of her campaign.  In 

campaign ads, she says she supports President Trump's proposed border wall.  She's also blamed 

Bredesen for enacting a law before he was governor that gave driver licenses to immigrants to 

entered the United States illegally.  This comes as a caravan of about 7-thousand migrants, most 

from Honduras, are traveling through southern Mexico to the US border.  Bredesen told us today, 

although he believes the US should control its borders, the caravan is not a national emergency, 

“We are the strongest country in the world and a few thousand very poor people going toward 

our border is not a threat to our security.”  Bredesen says he believes the US should take a firm 

but fair stance on immigration. 



 

 

 

Bristol Council Deadline 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  10.26.18 

 

 

 

We now have a list of candidates who applied to fill an empty seat on the Bristol Virginia City 

Council.  The seat was vacated by former Councilman Doug Fleenor.  He resigned last week.  

The city council was in the process of removing him from office.  The deadline to apply for the 

seat was today.  Bristol Virginia City Manager Randy Eads sent News Channel 11 a list of 

eleven candidates who applied to take Fleenor's place.  The list of candidates is on our website, 

wjhl.com 

 

 

 

Early Voting Reminder 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.28.18 

 

 

 



Early voting for mid-term elections in Tennessee wraps up later this week.  Since early voting 

started, people have cast more than 963,000 ballots across the state.  Early voting runs through 

November 1.  Election Day is November 6. 

 

 

 

Trump in Chattanooga 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.29.18 

 

 

 

President Trump is heading back to Tennessee.  The president will hold a Make America Great 

Again Rally in Chattanooga on Sunday, November 4.  The event will take place at the McKenzie 

Arena at 7 p.m.  This will be President Trump's second visit to the Volunteer State in 2 months.  

He came to Johnson City for a rally on October 1. 

 

 

 

Senate New Poll 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.31.18 

 

 

 



Another new poll is good news for republicans who are looking to keep hold of Tennessee's U.S. 

Senate seat.  The poll, released today by Fox News, shows Republican Marsha Blackburn with a 

9 point lead over former democratic Governor Phil Bredesen.  According to the poll, 50% of 

likely voters surveyed chose Blackburn over Bredsen's 41%.  This is the third poll this week 

released that has Blackburn leading. 

 

 

 

Johnson City Commission 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.1.18 

 

 

 

The Johnson City Commission held its first meeting tonight with a new member, Dr. Larry 

Calhoun.  Dr. Calhoun was sworn in earlier this month, taking over the seat left vacant with the 

death of Dr. Ralph Van Brocklin.  Dr. Calhoun was the first dean of the East Tennessee State 

University College of Pharmacy.  He will serve the remainder of Dr. Van Brocklin's term. 

 

 

 

ETSU Poll 

Length:  1:30 

Format:  Graphics – Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Chantel Batista 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.2.18 

 



 

 

A new poll from East Tennessee State University reveals a tight U.S. Senate race between 

republican Marsha Blackburn and democrat Phil Bredesen.  It also shows large support for 

republican Gubernatorial candidate Bill Lee.  The poll is the first political poll ever conducted by 

ETSU's Department of Sociology and Anthropology.  The poll surveyed 610 people at random.  

Each person was contacted by phone.  Participants had to be registered voters planning to vote in 

the mid-term election.  The poll found the Senate race too close to call with each candidate 

receiving 44% support.  The ETSU poll also surveyed voters about the Tennessee Governor race.  

The survey found 47% favored republican Bill Lee compared to 36% who favored democrat Karl 

Dean.  The ETSU poll carries a margin of error of +/-4%.  The survey ran from October 22 to 

October 29. 

 

 

 

On The Campaign Trail 

Length:  :20 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.3.18 

 

 

 

Candidates will move into the Tri-Cities region to campaign ahead of Election Day.  On 

Monday, republican candidate for Governor Bill Lee will be at the Heritage Events Venue in 

Jonesborough.  Democratic U.S. Senate candidate Phil Bredesen will make a stop at Cranberries 

in Johnson City. 

 

 

 

Bristol VA City Council 

Length:  :25 



Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.5.18 

 

 

 

We could know by Wednesday who will replace Doug Fleenor on Bristol Virginia's City 

Council.  Three finalists – Langley Shazor, Anthony Farnum and Breanne Forbes-Hubbard will 

be interview tomorrow in a closed session.  During that session, current council members will 

ask more in-depth questions.  Council members will reconvene at 8:00 am Wednesday for 

another closed session. 

 

 

 

Election Day 

Live Team Coverage 

8pm – 11:35pm 

News Channel 11 Staff 

11.6.18 

 

 

 

The News Channel 11 team was live online from 8:00 pm until 10:45 pm with results and 

reaction from races across Tennessee and Virginia.  In addition to coverage of the Tennessee 

Governor race, we also brought viewers coverage of the U.S. Senate and U.S. House races in 

Tennessee and Virginia.  Several local races and state house races were also on the ballot.  We 

also delivered results of those races to viewers.   

 

 

 

Blackburn Win 



Length:  2:00 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Jordan Moore 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  11.7.18 

 

 

 

Tennessee voters elected the first woman ever to the U.S. Senate last night.  Jordan Moore met 

with the Senator-elect Marsha Blackburn today.  She said she was incredibly gratified.  She told 

us she had already begun preparing for her transition into the new role.  She also talked about the 

significance of her victory party, “The number of young women there cheering – another barrier 

was broken.”  She also thanked President Donald Trump and Vice President Mike Pence.  She 

described them as two people who stood by her side throughout the campaign. 

 

 

 

New Tennessee Governor 

Length:  2:00 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Jordan Moore 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  11.7.18 

 

 

 

Tennessee's Governor-elect spent the morning with his predecessor – preparing to take over the 

top job in state government.  Just hours after republican Bill Lee became Governor-elect of 

Tennessee, the Nashville businessman met with current Governor Bill Haslam to discuss the 

transition.  Lee said as soon as he leaves his meeting with the Governor, he will begin to talk 

about specifics of transition with his team.  Lee wants to concentrate on job creation and 

economic development, specifically in rural areas.  He said he also wants to look at criminal 



justice reform and sentencing reform.  Bill Lee will soon become the 50th Governor of the State 

of Tennessee. 

 

 

 

Bristol VA Council 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  11.7.18 

 

 

The Bristol Virginia City Council has a new member.  City Manager Randall Eads tells News 

Channel 11 Anthony Farnum will fill the seat vacated by Doug Fleenor.  Fleenor resigned last 

month after the council attempted to remove him from office.  Farnum was chosen after 

interviews with the finalists Tuesday evening. 

 

 

 

Elizabethton Twins Update 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.8.18 

 

 

 

Elizabethton leaders approved a measure to fund renovations to the Elizabethton Twins home 

turf.  Mayor Curt Alexander says the council approved borrowing more than $450,000 from the 



state for upgrades to Joe O'Brien Field.  Last month, the city reached an agreement with the 

Minnesota Twins that would keep their minor league team in Elizabethton.  Under that 

agreement, the city will spend $1.5 million on the stadium.  The Twins will contribute $800,000.  

Mayor Alexander says the Twins will pay their portion of the deal over time. 

 

 

 

State of the State 

Length:  :35 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.11.18 

 

 

 

Tennessee Governor-elect Bill Lee says he wants to stay out of the bubble of Nashville and 

deliver his State of the State Address across the state.  That promise was tucked inside a long list 

of priorities on Lee's campaign transition website that launched just a day after winning.  State 

law outlines the Governor's speech mus be conducted inside the House chamber inside the 

Capitol.  Lee's spokesperson says the republican will follow state law, but he plans to deliver the 

same speech throughout the state. 

 

 

 

Johnson City Commission Rezoning 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.14.18 

 



 

 

Johnson City Commissioners will soon hold a third and final vote on a controversial proposal to 

rezone a piece of land near the Mall at Johnson City.  The measure calls to rezone property along 

Mockingbird Lane to allow the construction of an apartment complex.  The proposal also calls 

for a new road that would connect part of the North Hills neighborhood to the complex.  

Members of the neighborhood have come forward with concerns that the new road would 

increase traffic in the area.  The developer says the road is “essential for achieving the long-term 

vision for inter-connectivity in this area of the city.  The commission is set to vote on the 

proposal at its meeting tomorrow night. 

 

 

 

Johnson City Rezoning 

Length:  1:45 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Chantel Batista 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11/16/18 

 

 

 

Plans are moving forward to build an apartment complex near the Mall at Johnson City.  City 

commissioners voted to rezone the property tonight.  The approval comes despite concerns from 

people who live nearby.  The property is along Mockingbird Lane.  People who live in the 

nearby North Hills neighborhood have opposed the move for months.  They cite concerns of 

increasing traffic and increasing property values.  They also worry that the complex would 

disrupt a natural drainage basin.  Commissioner Jenny Brock was the only no vote on the 

proposal.  She had concerns about traffic being able to get from Sundale to Mockingbird Lane.   

 

 

 

Former Buffalo Valley Golf Course 

Length: 1:45 



Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Justin Soto 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.19.18 

 

 

 

Leaders in two neighboring towns are divided over what to do with the abandoned, former 

Buffalo Valley Golf Course.  Johnson City owns the property, which is in the town of Unicoi.  

The city operated the golf course there until last year when it was closed due to lack of profits.  

Johnson City tried to sell the golf course.  Now, leaders want to let part of the property return to 

its natural state.  The plan now faces formal opposition.  Johnson City says some streams were 

moved from their original location to build the course.  Chemicals are spilling into some of them 

causing changing quality of water for the animals in the area.  The proposed project aims to 

improve that.  Tonight, Unicoi town leaders say they do not feel this is best for the property.  

Johnson City wants to mitigate 13,000 feet of stream bank, but that leave the balance of the 

property to be reused in whatever fashion would not harm the stream banks.  People who live in 

the area are worried what the project would mean for property values and resale values of homes 

in the area.  The Unicoi Board of Mayor and Alderman voted 3 to 2 opposing the plan.  Before 

Johnson City can do anything on this land, it has to get final approval from the Army Corps of 

Engineers.  Then, the project has to get final approval and funding of an estimated quarter of a 

million dollars from the commission.  The Army Corps of Engineers is currently accepting 

public comment through the end of this month.  You can find a link to submit your comment on 

our website, wjhl.com. 

 

 

 

TN Speaker Vote 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.20.18 

 

 



 

Republicans in the Tennessee House of Representatives selected their nominee for the House 

Speaker position.  GOP state lawmakers elected Representative Glen Casada of Franklin as their 

nominee with 47 out of 73 votes.  Casada was chosen over Representative David Hawk of 

Greeneville and Curtis Johnson of Clarksville.  Casada is very likely to be elected speaker by the 

full House since republicans hold a 73 to 26 majority over democrats. 

 

 

 

Cyber Taxes 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  5:30pm 

Air Date:  11.23.18 

 

 

 

A Supreme Court ruling dating back to June is likely to haunt some online shoppers on Cyber 

Monday.  The ruling says states can force online shoppers to pay sales tax.  Before the ruling, 

businesses only had to collect a sales tax when shipping to a state where they had some physical 

presence.  Tennessee's Department of Revenue estimates the state could collect an additional 

$200 million in annual sales tax from out-of-state sellers. 

 

 

Unicoi Course Vote 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.26.18 

 



 

 

The Unicoi County Commission unanimously approved a resolution opposing the City of 

Johnson City's Plan for the Old Buffalo Valley Golf Course Property.  The city's stream bank 

mitigation plan would bring a portion of the vacant property back to its natural state, but some 

who live nearby say they have concerns about property values decreasing.  Last week, the Town 

of Unicoi Board of Mayor and Alderman voted to oppose the plan.  The City of Johnson City is 

still awaiting final approval from the Army Corps of Engineers. 

 

 

 

Ballad Meeting Update 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  11.26.18 

 

 

 

A local county commission will hold a public hearing next month on Ballad Health's plan to 

consolidate trauma and emergency care in the Tri-Cities.  Almost two weeks ago, the region's 

only health care network announced its biggest changes since merging last year.  The removal of 

level one trauma care and a neonatal intensive care unit from Holston Valley Medical Center in 

Kingsport and the removal of a level two trauma center from Bristol Regional Medical Center.  

Ballad Health wants to consolidate level one trauma services, the highest level of services and 

the NICU services in Johnson City.  The Hawkins County Commission was set to vote on 

several resolutions formally opposing Ballad Health's changes.  Previously commissioners 

voiced concerns about people who live in Hawkins County having to travel further for care.  

Instead of taking a vote on the resolutions opposing Ballad, the majority of commissioners 

decided tonight to gather more public comment.  The public hearing will take place when the 

Hawkins County Commission meets again on December 17. 

 

 

 



Ballad Health – Sullivan County Commission 

Length:  2:00 

Format:  Package 

Reporter:  Jackie DeFusco 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  11.28.18 

 

 

 

Several Sullivan County Commissioners say they will not attend a meeting with Ballad Health 

leaders for fear it would put them at risk of violating the state's open government law.  Ballad 

Health requested what it called an informational meeting to talk about proposed changes in 

trauma care with Sullivan County leaders scheduled to take place Friday morning.  Some 

commissioners and the Sullivan County attorney told us they fear the public  was not properly 

notified about the meeting.  The executive director of the Tennessee Commission for Open 

Government told us putting that many commissioners in a room puts them at high risk for 

violating the open meetings law, even though an informational meeting is not by default a 

violation.   

 

 

 

Ballad Meeting Canceled 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 

Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  11.29.18 

 

 

 

One day after some Sullivan County Commissioners said they would not attend a meeting with 

Ballad Health leaders for fear it would put them at risk of violating the state's open government 



law, Ballad canceled the meeting.  Ballad said out of respect for the concerned commission 

members, it canceled the meeting.  Ballad maintained it will be available to each commissioner 

who wants to discuss the trauma care plan. 

 

 

 

Johnson City Commission 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  12.3.18 

 

 

 

Today marked the 40th annual ceremony for Johnson City Commissioners and Johnson City 

Board of Education members.  The ceremony happened this afternoon at the Municipal and 

Safety Building in Johnson city.  Newly elected members took their oaths of office.  Johnson 

City voters elected John Hunter and re-elected Jenny Brock to the commission.  Brock and 

Hunter join commissioners Joe Wise, Todd Fowler and Larry Calhoun. 

 

 

 

Kingsport Stadium 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.4.18 

 

 



 

City leaders in Kingsport voted tonight to enter an agreement for a feasibility study conducted by 

Sterling Project Development for a new baseball stadium.  The new stadium would replace 

Hunter Wright Stadium.  That's where the Kingsport Mets currently play.  It would be located on 

the General Shale site behind Centennial Park near downtown.  If the city decides to go through 

with the project, we're told Hunter Wright Stadium would be used for local sports tournaments. 

 

 

 

Bristol Council Meeting 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.4.18 

 

 

 

Bristol Tennessee City Council will hold a public meeting about Ballad health's plans to change 

trauma and emergency care services in the region.  The health system announced the Bristol 

Regional Medical Center would be a shift from a Level 2 Trauma Center to a Level 3.  Ballad 

says regionalizing trauma services will improve care for everyone in the area.  The Mayor of 

Bristol said the date and time of the meeting has not been set.  Kingsport's Board of Mayor and 

Alderman will hold a public meeting Thursday evening at 7 to get answers about the Ballad plan.  

The meeting will take place at Kingsport Center for Higher Education. 

 

 

 

Tomita's Term 

Length:  1:00 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Justin Soto 



Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  12.5.18 

 

 

 

Members of the Johnson City commission are 24 hours away from appointing a new mayor.  

David Tomita's last day was Monday.  He served a two year term, but has served in Washington 

County government for about a decade.  Before being Mayor, Tomita was the first person in 

Washington County TN to serve on both the county and city commissions at the same time.  

Tomita says he enjoyed serving the people of Johnson City and is proud of some of the city's 

accomplishments during his time in office, “I was lucky enough to be on the commission when 

we opened the Tweetsie Trail, when we opened Founders Park, and as we opened King 

Commons.  Those are some of the things from a community standpoint some of the things we're 

most proud of.”  Tomita also said he's proud of the construction of the Performing Arts Center at 

ETSU and improvements made to Freedom Hall.   

 

 

 

Johnson City Commission – New Mayor 

Length:  1:00 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.6.18 

 

 

 

For the new Johnson City Commission, the first order of business was to choose a new mayor 

and vice mayor.  During tonight's meeting, Vice Mayor Jenny Brock was selected as the city's 

79th mayor.  Commissioner Joe Wise nominated Brock before all five members unanimously  

voted for her.  Joe Wise edged Commissioner Todd Fowler to become Vice Mayor.  Both say 

they're excited and ready to serve the Johnson City community.   

 

 



 

Record-setting Senate Contest 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphics 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.7.18 

 

 

 

A record-setting $93 million plus was spent in the Tennessee U.S. Senate contest won by Marsha 

Blackburn last month.  According to federal campaign finance records, Blackburn's campaign 

spent about $16 million throughout the election cycle.  Democrat Phil Bredesen's campaign 

shelled out around $19 million.  Counting the campaigns and the third-party groups, around $45 

million was spent in favor of Bredesen and almost $48 million for Blackburn. 

 

 

 

Levine Transition Team 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.7.18 

 

 

 

A Tri-Cities health care executive will be part of the transition team for the Governor-elect of 

Florida.  Republican Ron Desantis chose Ballad Health CEO Alan Levine to co-chair his health 

and wellness transition team.  Before coming to the Tri-Cities, Levine developed Florida's 

Medicaid Managed Care System as a pilot program when he was the Florida Agency for Health 

Care Administration's Secretary under former Governor Jeb Bush. 



 

 

 

Alexander Will Not Seek Re-election 

Length:  2:00 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte – Graphics 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  12.17.18 

 

 

 

One of Tennessee's most recognized political leaders announced his retirement today.  In a 

statement, Tennessee U.S. Senator Lamar Alexander said he will not seek re-election in 2020.  

Alexander is the only Tennessean ever popularly elected both Governor and U.S. Senator.  

Currently, Alexander chairs the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee.  He 

told our state capitol reporter he made his decision in August while on a fishing trip in Canada.  

He said he kept it to himself until he knew it was the right thing to do, “I get up every morning 

thinking I can do some good for the country.  I go to bed every night thinking I have.  I will keep 

doing that for two more years, but this is the right decision for me, and I think, for Tennessee.  

Senator Alexander said he only told President Donald Trump of his decision last night.  

Alexander was elected to the U.S. Senate in 2002 and re-elected in 2008 and 2014.  The 

republican lawmaker also served as US Secretary of Education for President George H.W. Bush 

and President of the University of Tennessee.   

 

 

 

Ramsey Reacts to Alexander Announcement 

Length:  :50 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Ashley Sharp 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  12.18.18 



 

 

 

Tennessee U.S. Senator Lamar Alexander's announcement that he would not seek re-election did 

not surprise some in our area. Former Lieutenant Governor Ron Ramsey told us, “I could kind of 

see it coming.  He's 80-years old and let's be honest, last time in the primary, he had a tough race.  

The party is moving a little further to the right than what Lamar is, and I think he would have 

had an incredible challenge this time.”  Ramsey added that no matter who is elected to fill the 

seat in 2020, he thinks it will be a republican. 

 

 

 

Will Haslam Seek Alexander's Seat? 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  12.18.18 

 

 

 

U.S. Senator Lamar Alexander said there will be a “barnyard of good candidates” to replace him 

in 2020.  The senator described Tennessee Governor Bill Haslam as the strongest candidate.  

Haslam gave his thoughts on a run for U.S. Senate, “I am going to finish this job, take a short 

vacation wit Chrissy, and then make a decision soon thereafter.  Listen, I have too much respect 

for the United States Senate.  I have too much appreciation for what the role is to our state and 

what a critical time it is for our country to not give it serious consideration.”  Most political 

observers say no one will commit to a senate campaign until Governor Haslam makes his 

decision. 

 

 

 

Church Hill Resolution 



Length:  :50 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  Noon 

Air Date:  12.19.18 

 

 

 

Leadership in another area community openly opposed Ballad Health's changes in trauma care.  

Tuesday evening, the Church Hill Board of Mayor and Alderman unanimously adopted a 

resolution opposing a regional approach to trauma care.  The Sullivan County Commission has 

also passed resolutions opposing Ballad's changes to trauma care. 

 

 

 

Legal Sports Betting 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.19.18 

 

 

 

The federal government is eyeing a move to regulate legal sports betting.  Senator Chuck 

Schumer, a New York democrat, told the Associated Press he will introduce the Sports Wagering 

Market Integrity Act of 2018.  It would have the U.S. Justice Department set minimum standards 

that states must meet in order to offer sports betting.  The bill would not provide so-called 

“integrity fee” payments to the leagues.  It would require that sports wagering operators use data 

provided or licensed by leagues. 

 

 



 

Senator Alexander Goals 

Length:  :50 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  12.21.18 

 

 

 

Tennessee U.S. Senator Lamar Alexander says he wants to spend his last couple of years in the 

Senate concentrating on policy.  Last week, Senator Alexander announced he will not seek 

reelection in 2020.  Today he talked with our Washington Correspondent Drew Petrimoulx and 

revealed his focus for the next two years, “Number one, reducing health care costs.  Number two, 

making college affordable.”  Senator Alexander said he knows they are complicated issues with  

no easy solution but he plans to keep his head down and work for real bipartisan compromise. 

 

 

 

Stamp Price Hike 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.25.18 

 

 

 

Stamp prices could be on the rise.  The United States Postal Service Board of Governors 

requested a 5 cent increase to its Forever Stamps, raising the price to 55 cents.  That's the highest 

price hike since 1991.  Priority Mail flat rate prices could also increase by an average of 5.9%.  



The Postal Regulatory Commission must approve the changes before they go into effect.  No 

word on when that could happen. 

 

 

 

Sports Gambling 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  12.26.18 

 

 

 

Bills could soon be on the table for sports betting in Virginia.  Three northern Virginia 

lawmakers are advancing three different bills that would allow the Commonwealth to offer 

sports wagering.  Virginia is one of many states considering whether to legalize sports betting 

after a Supreme Court decision opened the door for states other than Nevada to get in the game.  

For decades, Virginia has resisted the trend to adopt casino-style gambling.  Virginia is one of a 

handful of states that still forbids casino-style gambling, but that could change if legislation is 

passed to allow a proposed resort style casino in Bristol Virginia on the former Bristol Mall 

property. 

 

 

 

Lake Street Extension Project 

Length:   :30 

Format: Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter: Daniel Gray 

Show: 5pm 

Air Date: 12.28.18 

 



 

Johnson City leaders voted unanimously today to turn over property to the State of Tennessee to 

advance a project that’s been years in the making…the Lark Street Extension Project. It would 

ultimately connect West Market Street and North State of Franklin Road around a shopping 

center that a developer said would be the future home of a Publix grocery store. “Hopefully we 

will get right away approval right away certification is what they call it but that’s the last step in 

the TDOT approval process is to get that certification.” City commissioners said the state-funded 

project will be built beginning next year.  

 

 

 

Glade Spring Lifesaving Crew 

Length:   1:40 

Format: Package 

Reporter: Jackie Defusco 

Show: 6pm 

Air Date: 12.30.18 

 

 

Tomorrow, an agency that provided emergency response to a Southwest Virginia community for 

over three decades will officially dissolve. The Glade Spring Volunteer Lifesaving Crew had a 

hand in saving hundreds of lives over the years. But their budget was cut and service area 

revoked in October 2017. The lifesaving crew has donated its headquarters, a rescue truck, and 

an ambulance to the Glade Spring Fire Department.  

 

 

 

Newman Set to Retire 

Length:   :30 

Format: Voice Over – Graphic 

Reporter: Zach Irby 

Show: 6pm 



Air Date: 12.31.18 

 

 

 

One of the region’s most senior law enforcement officers announced today he will not seek 

reelection. Washington County, Virginia Sheriff Fred Newman says he will not seek a sixth 

term. Newman is a 38-year law enforcement veteran. His first job was a patrol officer with the 

Chilhowie Police Department in 1975. Later, he joined Virginia State Police and became sheriff 

in 2000.  

 

 

HEALTH 

 

 

 

Fast Food 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  Noon 

Air Date:  10.3.18 

 

 

 

While some people are trying the latest Keto or gluten-free diets, other Americans are not 

skipping their fast food.  The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention says 1 in 3 adults still 

eats fast food on any given day.  The study found no difference in women versus men. 

 

 



 

Egg Recall 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Voice Over 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.3.18 

 

 

 

The federal government says 38 people in 7 states have gotten sick from eggs produced by an 

Alabama poultry farm.  The Food and Drug Administration says the illnesses are linked to 

salmonella-tainted eggs from Gravel Ridge Farms.  The agency issued a recall last month.  Most 

of the illnesses were reported in Tennessee where 23 people have been infected.  The FDA says 

10 people have been hospitalized. 

 

 

 

VA Ratings 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 

Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.3.18 

 

 

 

The Department of Veterans Affairs released its latest rankings.  The VA ranked its hospitals 

from 5 stars being the best to one star being the worst.  USA Today reports the number of one-

star VA hospitals dropped from 14 to 9 since last year.  Here in the Tri-Cities, Mountain Home 

remains at 4-stars.  The rankings include factors such as death, infection rates and wait times. 



 

 

 

Arthritis Anxiety 

Length:  :25 
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Reporter:  David McAvoy 
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Air Date:  10.5.18 

 

 

 

Adults with arthritis are twice as likely to experience symptoms of anxiety and depression than 

those without.  The CDC report finds 9 million American adults with arthritis have anxiety and 5 

million have depression.  The study found symptoms are much more common in middle-aged 

adults than older adults. 

 

 

 

RAM 
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The Remote Area Medical Clinic is returning to the Tri-Cities next month to provide free 

medical, vision and dental care.  This morning, RAM officials announced the clinic would return 

for the second year at the Appalachian Fairgrounds in Gray.  RAM provides free services like 



eye exams, dental cleanings, and women's health exams.  More than 800 patients received care at 

last year's event with more than $400,000 worth of free services.  The three day event will begin 

November 2 at the Appalachian Fairgrounds.   

 

 

 

Seizure Dog Fundraiser 
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A Tri-Cities teen desperately needs a seizure alert dog.  Her community is working to get it.  

Kayla Gergich has 3 to 5 seizures a day.  Her genetic birth defect is known as bandheterotopia.  

A seizure alert dog would alert the 14-year old and those around her when she is about to have a 

seizure.  The Gergich family needs to raise $17,000 for the alert dog.  Thanks to community 

support, they are a third of the way there.  Local schools and several businesses are helping 

Kayla raise more money through a 60-day shoe drive.  Texas Roadhouse in Johnson City is a 

collection site for shoes.  Kayla's family says it will likely be three years before she is able to get 

her alert dog.   

 

 

 

HPV Vaccine 
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The Food and Drug Administration approved the use of a vaccine that protects against HPV for 

people between the ages of 27 and 45.  The FDA announced Friday that Guardasil Nine will be 

available for adults.  Before, the vaccine was only for people ages 9 to 26.  Now, adults who 

want the vaccine can have it covered by their insurance.  HPV is a common virus that can lead to 

head and neck cancer in men and women and cervical cancer in women.  The Centers for 

Disease Control says the vaccine can stop more than 31,000 cases of cancer each year. 

 

 

 

Diabetes Fasting 
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Intermittent fasting may be the key to reversing type 2 diabetes.  Doctors writing for the British 

Medical Journal say 3 of their patients between 40 and 67 were able to stop injecting themselves 

with insulin after following a fasting schedule.   

 

 

 

Creekside Preview 

Length:  :50 
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Reporter:  David McAvoy 
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A new hospital in Kingsport will soon open.  News Channel 11 got a look inside Creekside 

Behavioral Health.  The facility is a 72-bed inpatient hospital.  It is owned by Strategic 

Behavioral Health.  The company says the facility will treat children, adolescents and seniors 

who are struggling with mental health and substance abuse.  Creekside Behavioral Health plans 

to begin admitting patients before the end of October. 

 

 

 

Medicaid Expansion in VA 
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Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 

Show:  6pm 

Air Date:  10.13.18 

 

 

 

The state agency overseeing Medicaid expansion in Virginia is set to roll out an advertising 

campaign seeking eligible patients in the next two months.  The Department of Medical 

Assistance Services has set aside $750,000 to advertise Medicaid expansion through radio spots 

and billboards ahead of the January 1 implementation.  Eligible patients can enroll in a number 

of ways including in person and online.  As many as 400,000 new adults will be covered under 

the expansion.   

 

 

 

Polio-like Illness Spreading 
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Show:  11pm 

Air Date:  10.16.18 

 

 

 

A rare illness that causes paralysis is affecting children across the country.  The Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention is investigating 127 cases of acute flaccid myelitis or AFM.  Of 

those, 62 have been confirmed.  The average age of patients with the disease is 4 years old.  

There's currently no vaccine.  The CDC says the disease is rare.  It says to try to prevent it wash 

your hands frequently. 

 

 

 

Flu Season 
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The CDC declares October first as the beginning of flu season.  Officials hope to avoid a repeat 

of last year's deadly season.  During last year's flu season there were 21 deaths and nearly 4 

thousand cases reported in the Tri-Cities region.  These numbers were reported by Ballad health 

and do not include cases confirmed by private doctors.  Health officials say a flu vaccine could 

be the difference between a sick or a healthy holiday season.  Ballad Health's Director of 

Infection Prevention says flu season is off to a slower start this year – only 10 cases diagnosed so 

far by Ballad Health.  But Jamie Swift adds it is hard to predict what is going to happen.  Health 

officials say your best means of protection is a flu shot.  You can get one at area urgent care 



clinics, some local pharmacies, or your doctor's office.  The peak of flu season usually takes 

place between January and March.   

 

 

 

Drug Resistant Salmonella 

Length:  :25 

Format:  Graphic 

Reporter:  Katie Parks 
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Dozens of people, including some in Tennessee and Virginia, have been infected with an 

antibiotic-resistant form of salmonella.  The Centers for Disease Control says 21 of the sick 

patients have been hospitalized.  The CDC says the source is raw chicken, however no single 

common supplier has been identified. 

 

 

 

Virginia Medicaid 
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Virginia will soon begin accepting applications from nearly 400,000 low-income adults who are 

now eligible for Medicaid.  Governor Ralph Northam announced today the state will begin 

accepting applications for 2019 coverage on November 1.  Earlier this year, state lawmakers 

voted to expand Medicaid to low-income adults.  Northam said the federal government recently 

approved Virginia's expansion request.  The state has a website to help those wanting to sign up.  

It is coverva.org. 

 

 

 

Unicoi County Hospital 

Length:  :40 
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The doors will open and a new hospital will begin serving patients tomorrow in Unicoi County.  

This morning, Ballad Health and Unicoi County hosted a ribbon cutting celebration for Unicoi 

County Hospital.  The ceremony was the culmination of a 5-year project.  The new hospital will 

offer more room for emergency services and a new, high-tech equipment.  One-hundred fifteen 

employees will work across multiple departments at the new hospital.  The hospital opens 

tomorrow at 7:00 am. 

 

 

 

Kidney Walk 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 



Air Date:  10.23.18 

 

 

 

Make plans now to get some exercise and raise awareness about kidney disease.  Thirty million 

American adults have kidney disease, and one in three is at risk.  Join Storm Team Meteorologist 

Mark Reynolds at this year's Tri-Cities Kidney Walk to raise money for the National Kidney 

Foundation.  The walk takes place at Kingsport's Borden Park on Sunday, October 28.  The walk 

kicks off at 2:00 pm.   

 

 

 

Meat-free Burgers 

Length:  :25 
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A new study claims meat-free burgers might not be much healthier than regular beef ones.  The 

study by the UK Group “Action on Salt” compared 157 meat-free products.  It found more than a 

quarter had more salt than the daily recommendation.  Both meat and meat-free burgers are high 

in sodium.  High salt diets can increase blood pressure and are linked to strokes and 

cardiovascular diseases. 

 

 

 

New Flu Pill 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 



Reporter:  Katie Parks 
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US health regulators approved the first new type of flu drug in two decades.  The FDA approved 

Xofluza for people 12 and older.  Officials say the pill can reduce severity and shorten the 

duration of flu symptoms after just one dose.  Xofluza works against both type a and type b flu 

strains.  Health officials say an estimated 80,000 Americans died of the flu last winter. 

 

 

 

Drug Take Back Events 
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Law enforcement offices in the Tri-Cities are taking part in a national movement to safely 

dispose of unused or unwanted prescription drugs.  Today is National Drug Take Back Day.  

Police are asking you to clean out your medicine cabinets and safely dispose of medications so 

they do not end up in the wrong hands.  The Jonesborough Police Department is one of multiple 

local departments participating, “Medications are very important to a patient's health.  But to 

take a medication that is not prescribed to you would be a problem.  We want to make certain 

there's not that temptation.”  ETSU College of Pharmacy students counted and checked the 

medications.  The medicine will now be taken to Eastman to be burned. 

 

 



 

Making Strides Against Breast Cancer 

Length:  1:00 
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“Everyone here is helping support the American Cancer Society raise money and the programs 

and to help with the research that we can find a cure.”  Downtown Johnson City was a sea of 

pink this afternoon for the annual Making Strides Against Breast Cancer event.  More than 1500 

people came to celebrate survivors and recognize those who are fighting breast cancer.  As of 

this morning, organizers told us they raised $70,000 that will go toward breast cancer research.  

Another event to support the American Cancer Society takes place November 9.  That's the 

annual Spirits of the Season event at Carnegie Hotel in Johnson City. 

 

 

 

Kidney Walk 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Zack Irby 
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Air Date:  10.28.18 

 

 

 

More than 100 people signed up for the 2018 Tri-Cities Kidney Walk at Borden Park in 

Kingsport.  This is the event's third year.  Organizers tell us the event gets bigger each year.  



Storm Team 11 Chief Meteorologist Mark Reynolds kicked off today's festivities.  Organizers 

hoped to raise around $27,000. 

 

 

 

Ballad Hospitals – New Names 

Length:  :50 

Format:  Graphic 
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Ballad Health announced the names of a few of its hospitals are changing.  Ballad Health says 

this is part of rolling out the new brand after our region's largest hospital systems merged.  Indian 

Path Medical Center in Kingsport is now Indian Path Community Hospital.  Mountain View 

Regional Medical Center in Norton is now Mountain View Regional Hospital.  Russell County 

Medical Center in Lebanon is now Russell County Hospital.  Takoma Regional Hospital and 

Laughlin Memorial Hospital will choose new names in the coming months.  Ballad Health says it 

will update signs over the next several months.  All other hospital names will remain the same. 

 

 

 

Flu Shot Reminder 

Length:  :25 
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The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention says adults are not getting their flu shots.  The 

CDC says only four in  ten adults are reporting getting the immunization this year.  Last year, 

unusually high levels of flu-like illnesses were reported, according to the CDC.  The peak of flu 

season takes place between late November and early March.  Health experts advise the best way 

to protect yourself is to get a flu shot. 

 

 

 

RAM Clinic 
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The Remote Area Medical clinic, or RAM, will bring its free mobile medical care to the 

Appalachian Fairgrounds in Gray this weekend.  Starting Friday, anyone needing dental, vision 

or medical Care will get it at no charge.  Last year's clinic in Gray served more than 800 people.  

This year, RAM officials say they've added even more services.  RAM officials say the parking 

lot at the fairgrounds should open around midnight Friday.  Tickets will be handed out starting at 

3:00 am.  Medical services begin at 6:00 am. 

 

 

 

ACA Open Enrollment 

Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over 
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Open enrollment for health insurance through the Affordable Care Act begins tomorrow.  

Nationally, average premiums are going up by low, single-digit percentages for 2019.  Insurers 

are also expanding their participation.  A year ago, it was not clear if former President Barack 

Obama's signature program would survive efforts by President Donald Trump and republicans to 

repeal it.  The sign up season runs tomorrow through December 15. 

 

 

 

Virginia Medicaid 

Length:  :30 
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About 400,000 newly eligible, low-income Virginia adults can now start enrolling in medicaid.  

Medicaid expansion enrollment started today in Virginia for coverage that will start at the 

beginning of 2019.  Expanding medicaid was among the biggest legislative priorities for 

Governor Ralph Northam.  State lawmakers voted to expand medicaid earlier this year, joining a 

majority of other states that have already expanded publicly funded health  care to low-income 

adults.   

 

 

 

Lee County Hospital Meeting 
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A southwest Virginia community hopes to have a hospital open by the end of the year.  Five 

years after Welmont Health System shut down Lee County Regional Medical Center, plans are 

in the works to re-open it.  For people who live in the county, it's a 30 to 45 minute drive to a 

hospital.  In the event of an emergency, some patients must be flown by helicopter for treatment 

because a hospital is too far away.  Last year, a startup company called Americore bought the 

facility.  Tonight in Pennington Gap, company representatives met with members of the hospital 

authority via phone to discuss the project.  While a majority of the meeting was held in executive 

session, people waited outside to hear the outcome.  In the end, no decision was made.  Hospital 

authority members say they are holding Americore to a December 27 deadline to reopen the 

hospital, “We continue to push on this daily.  We do not intend to give up.  We hope this works 

out.  If it doesn't, we may have to reload and start all over.”  Members of the hospital authority 

say they will schedule another meeting with Americore if it is needed. 

 

 

 

RAM Clinic 

Length:  :45 
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Hundreds of medical professionals from our region and across the country are volunteering to 

help give care to people in our community.  The Remote Area Clinic is set up at the Appalachian 

Fairgrounds in Gray this weekend.  The clinic provides free medical, dental and vision care.  

Today volunteers told us it is a long, but very rewarding experience to be able to help those in 

need.  The clinic continues tomorrow at 6:00 am.   

 

 

 

Skin Cancer 
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Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.7.18 

 

 

 

Skin cancer deaths are rising among men but not women.  That's according to new research 

presented at the 2018 NCRI Cancer Conference.  The observational study found over the last 

three decades, male deaths from melanoma were higher than female deaths in 33 countries in 

Europe, North America, and Australia.  Rates among women have either stabilized or decreased.  

Researchers say evidence suggests men are not as likely to protect themselves from the sun, 

adding more research is needed to find out why there are gender differences in the mortality 

rates. 

 

 

 

Coffee & Brain Protection 
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Canadian researchers may have found out why coffee could reduce the risk of Alzheimer's and 

Parkinson's diseases.  They say a type of compound that forms during the brewing process 

hinders the growth of proteins associated with degenerative brain diseases.  Researchers sampled 

three different Starbucks instant coffees and found dark roast coffee appears to have the biggest 

benefits.  The darker the roast, the more compounds in each cup. 

 

 

 

Migraine Patch 
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Migraine patients are often forced to suffer through debilitating pain while waiting for 

medication to kick in.  Researchers are testing a new patch that could help patients get relief 

faster and with less side effects.  The patch from Zosano Pharma uses tiny needles coated with 

medication to deliver a migraine drug right into the bloodstream.  Once the patch is applied to 

the skin, micro needles will penetrate the skin, generally not deep enough to hit the nerve,but 

deep enough to bring the medication into circulation.  So far, researchers say patients are 

tolerating the patch system well and no serious side effects have been reported. 

 

 

 

HMG Surgery Center 



Length:  :30 

Format:  Voice Over – Graphic 

Reporter:  David McAvoy 

Show:  5pm 

Air Date:  11.8.18 

 

 

 

Holston Medical Group says its Certificate of Need for a new, multi-specialty surgery center in 

Kingsport has been approved by the State of Tennessee.  The center will be located on the 

second floor of the HMG Meadowview facility near the Kingsport Aquatic Center.  HMG says 

the center will create 35 new jobs and perform more than 5,000 cases in its first year.  Work on 

the new surgery center will begin this year with an expected opening date to be announced later. 

 

 

 

Ballad Health Trauma Care 
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Ahead of a major announcement, Ballad Health executives sat down with us for an exclusive 

interview.  Ballad Health officials gave us insight into their months of  research that will guide 

the future of where patients with traumatic injuries receive care.  Currently there are two level 

one trauma centers in the Tri-Cities.  One is located in Johnson City and the other in Kingsport.  

Executives say their board's impending decision will realign resources that they say are diluted 

by the current infrastructure left over from before the two major hospital systems in our region 

merged.  Executives say the new system will cater to the specific needs of the community that 

they say are not being met to the fullest extent at this time.  One of  the most glaring needs, 



executives say, is the lack of a pediatric trauma center – which they plan to establish going 

forward. 

 

 

 

Ballad Announcement 

Length:  1:50 
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Ballad Health announced changes that will impact hospital care for adults and children across the 

Tri-Cities region.  To reduce duplication of services, Ballad Health recently told us it will get rid 

of one of the two Level 1 trauma centers in the region.  Right now there's one in Johnson City 

and one in Kingsport.  Holston Valley Medical Center in Kingsport, now a Level 1 trauma 

center, will become a Level 3.  Johnson City Medical Center will maintain its Level 1 status.  

That means Johnson City will see the most severe trauma cases.  Executives assure Kingsport 

will still have the resources to help deal with the trauma needs of the community.  Executives say 

the biggest change here is in approach – thinking of trauma care as part of a comprehensive 

regional system – not individual facilities.  It's a shift they say will improve access and efficiency 

of care.  The realignment also means new additions to pediatric emergency services.  A new 

Level 1 trauma center will be coming to Johnson City and Kingsport and Bristol will get new 

pediatric emergency departments.  Ballad Health says it will implement the changes over the 

next 10 months. 

 

 

 

TN Hepatitis A Outbreak 

Length:  :40 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 
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Health officials say one person in East Tennessee died in what they call an “outbreak of hepatitis 

A.”  Hepatitis A is a contagious liver infection.  Over the last year, 450 cases have been 

confirmed statewide.  It is a very serious infection but fairly easy to prevent.  The Tennessee 

Department of Health says the highest concentration of Hepatitis A is in the counties surrounding 

Nashville. 

 

 

 

Ballad Health – Changes to Trauma Care 
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Just days after Ballad Health revealed plans for the creation of a Comprehensive Regional 

Trauma and Emergency Care system, some Tri-Cities leaders say they do not agree with some of 

the changes.  Last night, the Sullivan County Commission approved a resolution opposing the 

designation of Holston Valley and Bristol Regional as Level 3 trauma centers.  Ballad Health 

said it will designate Johnson City Medical Center as its only Level 1 trauma center.  Ballad 

Health the changes are to streamline and reduce duplication of services.  The Sullivan County 

Commission also passed resolutions opposing a plan to change children's care in Kingsport.  

Although Ballad health announced plans to establish pediatric emergency rooms in both 

Kingsport and Bristol, the region's first pediatric trauma center will reside at Niswonger 

Children's Hospital in Johnson City.  Changes in child care means Ballad Health will consolidate 

its neonatal intensive care units and locate at Johnson City's Niswonger Children's Hospital.  

Ballad Health released a statement today that says, “Our decision to focus all our Level 3 



neonatal intensive care (NICU) services at Niswonger Children's Hospital was based on evidence 

and recommendations from the American Academy of Pediatrics.”   

 

 

 

Needle Exchange 
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Smyth County, VA plans to open the state's third needle exchange.  Virginia Health Department 

officials say an opening date has not been announced and local funding still needs to be secured.  

Officials hope needle exchanges curb the spread of infectious diseases due to the ongoing opioid 

epidemic.  Wise County opened the state's first needle exchange in June.  Richmond opened the 

state's second exchange in October. 

 

 

 

Peanut Allergies 
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New research reveals good news for young people with peanut allergies.  Researchers exposed 

people with peanut allergies to small doses of peanut powder over a period of months.  More 

than 500 people, most of whom were kids age 17 or younger took part in the study.  In the end, 

two-thirds of the kids were able to eat the equivalent of two peanuts without any symptoms.  The 

results prove the treatment can protect some children against accidental exposure to or ingestion 

of a very small amount of peanuts.  The lead author of the research stresses this is not a cure but 

says it does seem to be a step in the right direction. 

 

 

 

Polio-like Illness 
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The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention says more children in the United States and one 

adult in Wisconsin were diagnosed with a rare, polio-like illness.  There are now 106 confirmed 

cases of acute flaccid myelitis this year.  That's 16 more than last week.  The CDC formed a task 

force to investigate the cause and treatment of AFM.  Symptoms include sudden arm or leg 

weakness and paralysis. 

 

 

 

Intuitive Eating 
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Thanksgiving triggers anxiety over weight gain for many Americans.  A new approach to good 

nutrition tells us trust your body and forget about the scale.  It's called intuitive eating.  That 

means trusting the signals from your body rather than external dieting rules.  Nutritionist Alissa 

Rumsey says, “Our body is biologically wired to know how much we need to eat and what we 

need to eat.  As we get older, we tend to lose sight of that.”  Rumsey gives clients permission to 

eat what they want as long as there's a healthy balance.  The program is not for weight loss, but 

the idea is , if you stop restricting the foods you crave, you're less likely to binge.  Rumsey also 

tells her clients to throw away their scales.  She says rather than focus on a number, focus on 

how your body feels and that will lead to healthier decisions.   

 

 

 

Flu Shots 
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The Tennessee Department of Health wants to help you get protected against the flu.  As part of 

National Influenza Vaccination Week, county health departments across the state will provide 

free flu vaccines.  The free flu shot event takes place December 5.  Locations and times are listed 

on wjhl.com. 

 

 

 

Cancer Drug 
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A new cancer drug approved by the FDA is already showing promise.  It works entirely 

differently than chemotherapy, and doctors believe it could be trans-formative in the field of 

precision medicine. Rihanna Plaza was born with a tumor the size her newborn head.  She started 

intensive chemotherapy right away, but after several months, the massive, cancerous tumor in 

her arm did not shrink.  The family connected with doctors at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer 

Center testing a new drug called Vitrakvi.  It targets a specific gene mutation in the tumor.  

Rather than going after tumors based on where they originate, this treatment targets cancers with 

a certain gene mutation.  Rihanna received the drug twice a day at home and her parents saw 

immediate results.  Rihanna also had no side effects and within months, the tumor became small 

enough for doctors to perform surgery without compromising the function of her arm.  Today, all 

that's left is a scar.  The drug has been effective in treating 11 other cancers including lung and 

colon. 

 

 

 

Sensitive Santa 
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The Mall at Johnson City hosted its Sensitive Santa event this morning.  The special event is 

designed for children with sensory disorders like autism who are overwhelmed by big crowds 

and sometimes bright lights.  The Mall partners with Autism Speaks to help those children get 

the opportunity to meet Santa.  The event lasted about 3 hours.  Mall officials tell us it is one of 

about 120 malls nationwide that hosts a Sensitive Santa event. 

 

 

 

Ballad Health 
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A plan to change trauma care services in the Tri-Cities will be the focus of a public meeting later 

this week.  The meeting will take place in Kingsport.  Tonight the city's Board of Mayor and 

Alderman discussed concerns and questions about Ballad Health's comprehensive regional 

trauma and emergency care system, a plan announced by the company last month.  It calls for the 

Johnson City Medical Center Trauma Center to remain Level 1 and Bristol Regional and Holston 

Valley to shift to Level 3.  Also part of the plan, Kingsport's neonatal intensive care unit would 

move to Johnson City.  Ballad Health says by treating the most critical trauma and neonatal 

patients in Johnson City, the quality of care will improve region-wide.  But Kingsport leaders 

still have questions about the impact of the changes on Kingsport and surrounding communities.  

One concern is what happens if there's a large scale industrial accident at one of Kingsport's 

manufacturing plants.  Another question is how did Ballad Health reach its decision.  Ballad 

Health CEO Alan Levine took to Twitter Monday night and posted, “Nothing is being 

downgraded” and that the decision is based on evidence and will result in better trauma care for 

the entire region.  The state of Tennessee already approved consolidation of trauma services.  

However, changes to child trauma care must still be approved.  The state is currently reviewing 

the proposal and accepting public comment. 
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Tomorrow health departments across the state of Tennessee will offer protection against the flu.  

As part of National Influenza Vaccination Week, county health departments will provide free flu 

vaccinations on December 5.  Health officials are urging all Americans to get a flu shot now.  

Last season, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention says nearly 80,000 Americans died 

from the virus.   
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New government numbers show fewer people are signing up now for health care under the 

Affordable Care Act, also known as Obamacare, compared to a year ago.  Open enrollment ends 

in 9 days.  Josh Peck with Get America Covered says, “The media coverage of open enrollment 

is far lower this year than last year, so we think people just do not know open enrollment is 

happening.”  New numbers released by the Trump Administration appear to back that up.  They 

show since November 1st when open enrollment began 812,263 thousand new consumers signed 



up for Obamacare and 2.3 million people renewed their coverage for 2019.  Experts say that's an 

eleven percent drop compared to the same time last year.  Peck says the Trump Administration is 

not spending enough money on awareness campaigns about open enrollment.  But the 

administration says it is focused on giving people options.  Open enrollment ends December 15. 

 

 

 

Ballad Health Meeting 
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Kingsport leaders faced a sometimes angry crowd tonight at a meeting about proposed changes 

to health care in the Tri-Cities.  The board of Mayor and Alderman asked Ballad Health 

executives to answer questions about the plan to regionalize trauma care.  Ballad says care will 

improve if it centralizes care for the most critical trauma patients and newborns in Johnson City.  

The meeting lasted for 2.5 hours.  The public had the chance to submit questions online.  By the 

end of the meeting, some in the crowd were yelling and while some on the board expressed 

confidence in Ballad's decision, others voiced concerns.  Many in the crowd made it clear they 

did not agree with the plan.  Ballad Health CEO Alan Levine spent a significant amount of time 

representing Ballad's reasons behind the decision.  He told the crowd the largest cities in 

American have only one Level 1 trauma center, “In all, over the state, this is how it's done.  

We're not inventing something new here.”  None of the questions submitted from the public were 

answered this evening.  It remains unclear if the Kingsport BMA will vote to symbolically 

support or oppose the plan.  It is important to note, the state already approved Ballad's trauma 

general realignment initiative.  Ballad's plan to centralize pediatric care still needs state approval. 

 

 

 

Blood Pressure Medication Recall Expanded 
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Check your blood pressure medication.  Mylan expanded a nationwide recall of blood pressure 

medications containing Valsartan.  The company says the ingredient is contaminated with trace 

amounts of a chemical linked to cancer.  Multiple batches of Valsartan-based medications have 

been recalled since July.  The FDA says the risk is very small so affected patients should 

continue taking their medication until their doctor replaces the pills. 

 

 

 

Breast Cancer Risk & Childbirth 

Length:  :45 

Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte 

Reporter:  Shira Evans 

Show:  9am 

Air Date:  12.12.18 

 

 

 

A new study on breast cancer shows women may have a higher risk of getting the disease after 

giving birth compared to women who do not have children.  Researchers from the University of 

North Carolina found the increased risk lasts for decades from the time of the woman's last child.  

It is highest 5 years after the child is born and continues for 24 years.  Then it starts to fall.  The 

study also found the increased risk of breast cancer after childbirth was higher for women who 

were older when they had their first child, for women who also had a family history of the 

disease and for women who had a higher number of births. 

 



 

 

Fentanyl Deaths 
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The CDC says Fentanyl is the most deadly drug in the United States.  The CDC says the 

synthetic opioid was linked to nearly 29 percent of all overdose deaths in 2016.  From 2012 

through 2015 the CDC says heroin was the drug most often found in overdose deaths. 
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Tennessee Representative-elect Mark Green is walking back comments during a recent town hall 

meeting in which he promoted a conspiracy theory that vaccines cause autism.  Green, a 

physician who last month won the House seat being vacated by Marsha Blackburn, added that as 

a doctor, he could approach the issue academically and make his case against the CDC.  In a 

statement Wednesday night, Green said his comments about vaccines had been misconstrued.  



The Tennessee Department of Health issued a statement late this afternoon which reads, 

“Vaccines do not cause autism.  Vaccines save lives.”  The department of health also said it 

welcomes discussion with Tennessee clinicians and scientists who would like to examine the 

evidence on this topic. 

 

 

 

Ballad NICU 
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The Tennessee Department of Health wants more information about Ballad Health's proposal to 

consolidate Neonatal Intensive Care services in the Tri-Cities.  The state had 90 days to decide 

on Ballad's Plan, which was submitted on November 12.  In a letter to Ballad CEO Alan Levine, 

the department of health outlined more than a dozen areas in which it wants to know more.  

Including how Ballad plans to manage high-risk pregnancies in non-NICU facilities.  Ballad 

announced a plan last month that would move all neonatal intensive care services to Niswonger 

Children's Hospital in Johnson City.  Once the state gets the information it deems necessary to 

consider Ballad's NICU Consolidation Plan, the commissioner of health said a 90-day approval 

period will begin.  Ballad says it is preparing its response to the state's request. 

 

 

 

Hospital Delay 
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A southwest Virginia hospital scheduled to reopen by the end of the year will be delayed.  Lee 

County Regional Medical Center has been closed since 2013.  The hospital authority sold the 

facility to a company known as Americore for $2 million in 2017.  The reopening of the hospital 

was originally scheduled for June of this year.  It was pushed back to December due to 

construction issues.  Now, the hospital administrator says the facility will not be reopened by the 

end of the year.  An opening date has not been released. 
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Britain's Guardian reports on a study that suggests junk food cravings are linked to a lack of 

sleep.  Researchers at the University of Cologne say when people are sleep-deprived, there's 

greater activity in the brain regions involved in reward and regulation.  People who were sleep-

deprived were willing to pay more for a snack than when rested. 

 

 

 

CBD Oil Processing 
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The Virginia board of Pharmacy denied a relocation request from Dharma Pharmaceuticals but 

gave final approval to the company to grow and process CBD oil.  Dharma planned to use a 

space within the former Bristol Mall, but explored relocating after plans were revealed to 

establish the proposed Bristol Resort and Casino on the property.  The pharmacy board said 

Dharma would either have to open at the mall or surrender the license.  In a statement to News 

Channel 11, Dharma's counsel said in part, “Dharma is looking forward to bringing high quality 

CBD oils to the patients of southwest Virginia.” 

 

 

 

Mindfulness Weight Loss 
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The Boston Globe reports on a study that suggests mindfulness mighty help you lose weight.  

The study is in the Journal of Clinical Endocrinology and Metabolism.  It found people in a 

weight management program who received training on mindful eating lost an average of six 

pounds over six months.  Those who were not trained lost less than a pound.  The training 

included discussions about mindless and emotional eating. 

 

 



 

Maternal Depression 
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It's very common during and after pregnancy, but depression in those women is often not 

diagnosed and not treated.  There is a new call for expectant moms and new moms to be 

screened often.  A new report from the American Academy of Pediatrics aims to better identify 

mental health issues for moms before and after birth.  The group recommends screening once 

during pregnancy and then asks pediatricians to screen moms during infant-well visits up to 6 

months of age.  The report says postpartum depression, if left not treated, can affect a child's 

development and cause family relationship problems.  Pediatrician Michael Yogman says 

diagnosing depression in fathers is also important.  About 15 to 20% of new mothers are affected 

by prenatal and postnatal depression. 

 

 

 

Lee County Hospital Update 
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Members of the Lee County Hospital Authority say they may have chosen the wrong company to 

reopen its hospital.  The admission comes from filings with the State of Virginia.  Wellmont 

Health System shut down the facility five years ago.  The hospital authority sold the facility to 

Americore.  A few days ago, the authority announced Americore would not meet the deadline to 

reopen the facility.  Today, the authority's special committee met to discuss the request for an 

extension of a certificate of need.  Despite several setbacks with Americore, members voted to 

move forward with the company with a resolution that allows the authority to terminate the 

agreement with Americore if the company fails to meet the requirements.  We're told Americore 

now says the hospital will open by April 2019. 
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Research shows almost half of all children are not getting enough sleep at night, which can lead 

to problems concentrating and retaining information at school.  An innovative program is helping 

kids get the rest they need.  It is funded by the National Institutes of Health.  The curriculum is 

being taught to 500 children at 22 head start preschools in New York.  As part of the program, 

parents are given an orientation, learning techniques to help kids sleep better.  The National 

Institutes of Health is looking to expand the program to preschools across the country. 
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A new drug to treat pediatric leukemia could be on the horizon.  Scientists at Northwestern 

University discovered two successful therapies that slowed the progression of the cancer in mice.  

The next step will be testing the drug on humans. 

 

 

 

Breast Cancer Drug 
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New research suggests the breast cancer drug Letrozole may impact brain function in patients.  

Doctors testing the estrogen-reducing treatment on animals found their spatial memory was 

affected.  They say further investigation is needed to prove effects on humans. 

 

 

 

Hospital Prices 
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Price transparency is coming to hospitals in the United States.  A new federal rule will require all 

hospitals to post an online price list of their standard services.  That will allow patients to 

compare prices before seeking treatment.  Some consumer advocates say even though those lists 

will be beneficial, they do not do enough to inform patients about adjusted and sometimes 

increased costs due to insurance and other factors.  Those prices are expected to be available 

online January 1. 
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People opposed to Ballad Health’s consolidation plan are planning to voice their concerns by 

protesting in Kingsport tomorrow. The event is called the “Rally for the Valley”. It is set for 4:30 

pm at the Kingsport Farmers Market. Organizers say they will collect signatures for a petition to 

stop Ballad’s proposed changes to trauma and pediatric care services in the Tri-Cities. “We are 

going to educate them on what's going on and hopefully the public pressure that will be applied 

to Alan Levine and especially the board of directors.” Ballad Health already has won state 

approval to consolidate trauma care. It’s continuing to submit information to the state in hopes of 

consolidating pediatric care in the region.  

 

 

 



Marsh Blood Center 
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A Tri-Cities blood bank is asking for the public’s help tonight because they are out of one type of 

blood. Marsh Regional Blood Center posted on social media Friday they had zero units of O-

negative blood. O-negative is universal and can be used with any patient. Officials say that is 

why it is important to have an emergency supply of O-negative. Marsh Regional Blood Center 

serves 25 different hospitals in our region. The blood center will hold a series of drives starting 

Wednesday. The first is at Franklin Woods Community Hospital in Johnson City from 8 a.m. to 

11:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

Hospital Pricing 

Length:   :46 

Format: Voice Over 

Reporter: Zach Irby 

Show: 11pm 

Air Date: 12.31.18 

 

 

In less than an hour, hospitals around the country will give the public an inside look at the prices 

they charge for the services they officer. The federal government set January 1st, 2019 as the 

deadline for hospitals to comply with a new transparency rule. It requires hospitals to post 

pricing information for everything from medical procedures to the price of a pill. Here in the Tri-

Cities, Ballad Health said it will post the information at midnight on each hospital’s website.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


