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AGRICULTURE / ENVIRONMENT

Virginia Animal Testing Bill
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.11.18

A bill that would prohibit tax dollars from funding painful medical 
research on dogs and cats passed its first hurdle in Virginia.  The Senate 
Committee on Agriculture voted for it unanimously.  The measure would 
ban the use of the state's general funds for the research.  Lawmakers 
introduced the measure after our sister station in Richmond found 
taxpayers were partly funding deadly dog research at McGuire V-A 
Hospital.  The bill now heads to the Senate Finance Committee.

US Nitrogen Sirens
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.17.18

A second testing of new sirens installed at US Nitrogen revealed people 
living in a 2 mile radius still cannot hear them.  The emergency 
notification system was installed after 2 leaks happened at the nitric acid 
plant last year.  The first test was done back in December.  Since then, U.S.
Nitrogen says modifications were made to the siren to enhance tone 



pauses.  In a statement today, the company said the most recent test was 
completed Saturday at Noon, and people living near the plant still cannot 
hear the sirens.  The company says a new two siren system will be 
installed and tested soon.  Meanwhile, the existing one will remain active.

Buffalo Mountain Park
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.18.18

After a recent vote by Johnson City Commissioners to expand the Tannery 
Knob Mountain Bike Park, city leaders are now setting their sights on a 
duplicate or similar project at Buffalo Mountain Park.  Money has already 
been spent on a master plan study to see how Buffalo Mountain Park 
would work with mountain bike trails.  For now, turning Buffalo Mountain
Park into a bike park remains in the research phase.  City leaders hope 
once they get a complete look at the master plan they can move forward 
with giving people in Johnson City a new Buffalo Mountain Park with 
more activities to enjoy.

Cemetery Clean Up
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.20.18

A cemetery with decades of rich history is getting a face lift.  Today, The 
Ideas Group and Carter County Sheriff Dexter Lunceford spent the 



morning clearing debris at Cedar Grove Cemetery in Elizabethton.  The 
Carter County Sheriff's Office is leading a major clean up effort there after 
people with relatives buried there told News Channel 11 they had trouble 
finding their relatives' graves because of weeds, brush and trees that have 
not been maintained.  This is just the beginning of the clean up.  The 
sheriff's office will be filling in graves and working on new fencing to 
make sure the cemetery never gets in this condition again.

Gas Leak
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.22.18

Police and hazardous materials crews are monitoring safety at a gas station
after an accident earlier tonight.  Rogersville police say a tractor trailer hit 
a gas pump at Murphy's USA at Walmart on Highway 66 South.  That 
caused as much as 40 gallons of gas to spill into the parking lot and 
surrounding area.  There was no fire, and no one was hurt.  Hawkins 
County Haz Mat was called to the scene and the decision was made to 
bring a private cleanup company to help remove spilled fuel and 
contaminated soil.  Earlier tonight, gas sales were stopped at the gas 
station.  Police and Hazmat crews expected to remain at the scene for 
several more hours.

Elizabethton White Water Rafting
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.23.18



Elizabethton city leaders and community members are researching the 
possibility of a whitewater rafting course on the Watauga River.  They 
hope the course will bring in a wave of tourists.  The project is still in the 
development stages.  City leaders have a number of different ideas.  We 
found out the city is about 2 years away from getting permits for the 
project.  

Eastman Coal Gasification Area
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.24.18

Months after explosions rocked part of Eastman Chemical Company in 
Kingsport, the company says it successfully restarted the section of plant 
impacted.  In October, Eastman experienced what it called a “process 
upset” in the coal gasification area of its Kingsport plant causing at least 2 
explosions and a fire.  Eastman said no one was injured and there was no 
environmental impact.  After months of making repairs, the company now 
says it has “completed the safe and successful restart of its coal 
gasification plant and has resumed acetyl operations.”

ETSU Eagle Cam
Length:  :50
Format: Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.26.18



East Tennessee State University is keeping a close eye on its eagle camera 
in Johnson City.  The Department of Biological Sciences runs the cameras 
to study Bald Eagles during hatching season.  The department told us 
today Noshi, the male, and Shima, the female, have returned and are fixing
up their nest high up in the trees.  Dr. Fred Alsop says Shima is expected to
lay eggs around mid-February.  The eggs will hatch about a month later.  
ETSU says last year, people in 180 countries viewed their eagle cameras 
and the website got more than a million hits.

Eagle Cam- First Egg
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.1.18

A pair of Bald Eagles have a future little one to keep warm tonight.  East 
Tennessee State University's Biology Department says Shima laid her first 
egg at the Johnson City nest today.  The eagle cam captured the moment.  
Kevin Brooks works with the eagle cameras and said the egg was a bit of a
surprise, “Very early for this nest – they usually lay around February 20th 
or so.  This is new, it's very exciting we're expecting the second egg to be 
laid within the next two or three days.”  ETSU says today's egg should 
hatch in about 35 days.

Eagle Cam
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.6.18



We continue to follow updates out of Johnson City on a family of Bald 
Eagles.  Shima and Noshi now have two eggs to protect.  East Tennessee 
State University is monitoring the eagle family through their live cameras. 
Shima laid her first egg Thursday and the second egg arrived Super Bowl 
Sunday.  

Another Egg
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  6:30pm
Air Date:  2.8.18

Now, there are three Bald Eagle eggs in a nest at an undisclosed location 
high above Johnson City.  These are scenes we captured earlier from one 
of East Tennessee State University's Bald Eagle Cameras.  The Department
of Biological Sciences uses the cameras to study Bald Eagles during 
hatching season.  Shima, the female, and Noshi, the male, are now waiting 
for a trio of eggs to hatch.  Shima laid the first egg on February 1.  Super 
Bowl Sunday marked a victory by the Eagles both in Philly and in Johnson
City because that's when the second egg made its arrival.  This morning 
marked the arrival of egg number 3.  ETSU Biological Sciences will be 
keeping close watch on this camera.  This is a live scene from the Johnson 
City Eagle Cam.  Dr. Fred Alsop, who's in charge of the Eagle Cameras, 
told us today we can expect the eggs to hatch sometime in March.

Dickenson County Flooding
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm



Air Date:  2.10.18

Dickenson County, Virginia dispatchers told us the county is under a State 
of Emergency.  According to the Emergency Management Facebook page, 
the county experienced significant flooding issues on the Haysi end of the 
county.  The county is reporting 2 vehicles stuck in the water.  Emergency 
teams ask if you live in low-lying areas to evacuate before the river rises.  

SW VA Flooding
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Caroline Corrigan
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.11.18

The river is rising at the North Fork of the Holston River in Gate City, and 
in other parts of Southwest Virginia today, firefighters were going door to 
door checking on people as water inched closer to their homes.  Coeburn 
Firefighters conducted welfare checks early Sunday morning.  One couple 
we met decided to evacuate as raging flood water approached their house.  
Wise County EMA officials say the biggest concerns right now are flooded
roadways .  Those who could evacuate went to Union High School which 
are currently being used as shelters.  Wise County EMA Manager Jessica 
Swinney says more than 25 homes were evacuated Saturday night.  
Officials are urging people if you encounter water across a roadway – to 
turn around.  They say it doesn't take much water to move a car.  

Orange Juice Sales
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy



Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  2.12.18

The rampant spread of the flu has people across the country in search of 
Vitamin C.  Orange juice sales jumped in January with nearly 39 million 
gallons sold.  According to Nielsen, the sales spike is the first in nearly 
five years, but analysts expect the boost to end after flu season.

Flooding
Length:  2:00
Format:  Live – Voice Over – Sound Bytes
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.12.18

All eyes are on areas near rivers in southwest Virginia.  Virginia Governor 
Ralph Northam has issued a State of Emergency in  response to flooding.  
That allows state agencies to speed up the process of getting help to local 
governments and residents.  Emergency management officials are keeping 
close watch on water levels in Scott County, specifically the North Fork of 
the Holston River near Gate City.  Earlier today it crested at nearly 17.5 
feet.  Right now, it's about 10 feet above flood stage.  Water levels receded 
at the John M. Johnson Memorial Bridge in Gate City.  However, 
emergency officials told us some roads remain flooded.  They advise if 
you see water across a road – do not drive through it.  Eight roads remain 
closed tonight along the North Fork of the Holston and the Clinch River.  
After a weekend of flooding, there are not reports of injuries, and most of 
the people who evacuated are back in their homes tonight.  

Boil Alert
Length:  :25



Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.13.18

A section of Wise County is under a boil alert this evening.  The Wise 
County Virginia Office of Emergency Management issued the notice this 
afternoon that people who live in Indian Creek are advised to boil any 
water to be consumed for at least one minute.  

Hunting Licenses
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.18.18

Licenses for hunting and fishing are now available in Tennessee for the 
upcoming season.  The Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency says licenses
are available staring today.  The new licenses are valid through February 
2019.  Existing licenses expire February 28.  

Snakes at Covered Bridge Park
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.20.18



Wildlife experts say the warm weather may be to blame for what some 
might consider to be an unwanted visitor at a local park.  Some parents 
expressed concerns after a video made the rounds on social media.  The 
video shows dozens of snakes at Covered Bridge Park in Elizabethton.  We
spoke with city leaders today.  They told us they had already reached out to
the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency for answers.  The TWRA told us
it believes the Northern Water Snakes are coming out of hibernation.  
TWRA says the snakes are not poisonous.  TWRA says it expects the 
snakes to leave the area when it gets warmer.

Meet the Mountains
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.21.18

A new festival in the Tri-Cities aims to get people out and enjoy our 
region's natural landscape.  Today, organizer revealed details of the Meet 
the Mountains Festival.  Founders Park in Johnson City will serve as the 
base camp for the festival.  Organizers say they plan to have music, movies
and educational classes as well as booths to get people interested in 
outdoor activities such as hiking, biking and horseback riding.  Meet the 
Mountains will take place August 24 and 25.  

250K Tree Giveaway
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  6p
Air Date:  2.24.18



A state-wide campaign to plant trees to place across Tennessee today.  The 
town of Jonesborough participated in the 250K Tree Giveaway.  It's a 
state-wide effort to plant 250,000 trees in one day.  Students from David 
Crockett High School and members of Keep Jonesborough Beautiful were 
just some of the organizers who handed out tree seedlings at the Historic 
Visitors Center today for people to take home and plant.  

Brights Zoo
Length:  1:40
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.25.18

Two months ago a Tri-Cities zoo experienced a loss that they never could 
have imagined.  Nearly a dozen exotic birds were killed after a fire ripped 
through the oldest barn at Brights Zoo in Limestone.  Now, the zoo is 
rebuilding the barn, piece by piece.  The exterior will look like all the other
barns on the property – red metal with a white roof and white trim.  
Donations are pouring in from around the world to rebuild, so far 
$136,000.  The inside of the barn should be finished in about 2 and a half 
months.  David Bright tells us the zoo is on track to open for the season on 
March 3.

Kingsport Rafting
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Elizabeth Kuebel
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  2.26.18



The City of Kingsport is now working on a fundraising plan for a project 
that would enhance one of its most popular landmarks.  Kingsport has 
plans to further develop a nearly 5 mile stretch of the Holston River.  The 
revitalization effort includes naturally creating more white water in a 
portion of the river for tubers and kayakers.  The city does not have a 
timeline for the project. Officials tell us they want to divide it into 2 stages 
to give it a longer completion date.

Fish Disease
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  7pm
Air Date:  3.1.18

The Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency says biologists uncovered the 
state's first known case of whirling disease in fish in our region.  TWRA 
says biologists discovered the disease in the South Holston and Watauga 
tail waters.  The condition is caused by a non-native microscopic parasite 
and affects fish in the trout and salmon family.  It damages the cartilage of 
fish resulting in deformities in the head and spine.  Fish may also develop 
a black tail or display whirling or tail-chasing behavior.  The is no cure for 
whirling disease.  TWRA says humans, pets or other fishes like bass, 
catfish and parch cannot become infected.

Park Cleanup
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.2.18



Tennessee hopes to live up to its nickname as the Volunteer State 
tomorrow.  The Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation 
is participating in what is called the Weed Wrangle.  It's a nationwide effort
to help keep public parks beautiful by getting rid of  invasive plant species.
Thirty-three state parks are participating.

Controlled Burn
Length:  1:15
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Caroline Corrigan
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.4.18

The U.S. Forest Service says it conducted a controlled burn in the Roan 
Mountain area.  The large clouds of smoke had many people in the area 
concerned.  The U.S. Forest Service assures everyone  there is no reason to
panic.  The controlled burn covered nearly 600 acres on Cherokee 
Mountain.  Fire Management Officer Guy Street told us the burn was part 
of managing the forest.  He said controlled burns are conducted to benefit 
wildlife and timber and to reduce hazardous fuels for fires in the forests.  
The forest service says these types of controlled burns will continue 
through the spring.  A burn tomorrow will involve about 100 acres.  
Twenty thousand acres are scheduled for burning throughout the Cherokee 
National Forest this year.

Brights Zoo
Length:  :50
Format: Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  3.6.18



A  Tri-Cities attraction is back open for business after a December disaster.
Bright's Zoo in Limestone opened its gates yesterday for the 2018 season.  
Back in December a fire at the zoo killed several exotic birds and 
destroyed a barn.  Community members donated their time and more than 
$130,000 to help rebuild.  David Bright says the new barn will allow the 
zoo to have more than a dozen indoor attractions.  

Outdoors Expo
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.10.18

The largest outdoor expo in our region continued in Kingsport today.  This 
marks the second year for the 3-B Outdoors National Expo.  You still have 
time to check out what the expo has to offer.  It continues tomorrow at 
Meadowview Convention Center.  Doors open at 10am.  The admission is 
$10.

Eagle Cam
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  6:30pm
Air Date:  3.12.18

Congratulations to new parents Noshi and Shima.  They're the Bald Eagles
in Johnson City the world is watching on East Tennessee State University's
Eagle Cam.  Today, the world watched as the couple welcomed another 
eagle to the fold.  Two eggs remain.  Dr. Fred Alsop, director of the Eagle 



Cam, told us this morning that two of the eggs appeared to be cracking.  
This afternoon, we had an eaglet.  

Eagle Cam Update
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  6:30pm
Air Date:  3.13.18

Once day after becoming parents, Congratulations are in order again for 
Shima and Noshi.  Now, they have two new children.  Noshi and Shima 
are the Bald Eagles in Johnson City being watched around the world via 
East Tennessee State University's Eagle Cam.  Monday, one of the three 
eggs hatched.  This morning, another eaglet made a grand entrance to the 
world.  Now, we await the hatching of egg number three.  It will hit the 35 
day incubation mark tomorrow.

Johnson City Animal Shelter
Length:  :45
Format;  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.15.18

A Tri-Cities animal shelter closed its doors after 2 confirmed cases of 
parvovirus.  The Washington County – Johnson City Animal Shelter 
confirmed the closing today.  Executive Director Cara Ledbetter told us 
she believes the two dogs that tested positive had the virus when they were
brought to the shelter.  She said the dogs were taken to a veterinarian and 
are expected to make a full recovery.  Right now, there are not any other 



confirmed cases of parvo in the shelter.  Shelter employees are sanitizing 
the facility.  If no other cases of the virus are confirmed, the shelter will 
open Monday.

Nature Park Spring Hike
Length:  :20
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  6:30pm
Air Date;  3.16.18

A local park will welcome spring with a guided hike.  Jacob's Nature Park 
at Sinking Creek will host what organizers call a slow-paced, mile-long 
walk.  The guided hike begins at 10 tomorrow morning.  The park is 
located on King Springs Road.  The cost is $2. 

Shelter Closed
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  6:30pm
Air Date:  3.19.18

The Washington County – Johnson City Animal Shelter will remain closed
until late March.  Veterinarians confirmed 2 cases of parvovirus Tuesday.  
The shelter told us since then, vets confirmed 6 more cases.  The shelter 
says the entire facility must be sanitized again and cannot open until 10 
days after the last confirmed case, which was March 18th.  Shelter officials 
added if no other cases are diagnosed, the shelter will open March 28.



Dairy Farms in Trouble
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Caroline Corrigan
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.22.18

Some Tri-Cities region farmers face losing it all after getting bad news 
from a big company.  With milk consumption on the decline, some family 
owned farms are struggling to stay in business.  A state lawmakers is 
getting involved.  For 80 years, Holly Knoll Farms has been family owned 
and operated in Greeneville.  The farm faces the possibility of closure after
getting a letter from Dean Foods.  The company that purchased all the milk
from Holly Knoll Farms says it will terminate its contract in 90 days.  The 
farm says unless they get a new milk buyer, they may have to send their 
cows to slaughter.  According to Dean Foods in a statement to News 
Channel 11, “Dean Foods has made the difficult decision to end milk 
procurement contracts with a number of farmers in about 90 days.”  State 
Representative Jeremy Faison is now involved.  He visited Holly Knoll 
Farm and thinks he may be able to help in Nashville, “There are several 
lawmakers in Tennessee who are working with the Tennessee Department 
of Agriculture, and we're hoping to be working with HSDA to see what we
can to do make sure our local farmers do not got out of business because 
of the contract that the federal government allowed.”  Dean Foods say it 
will end contracts May 31. 

Boone Dam 
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Elizabeth Kuebel
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.23.18



The Tennessee Valley Authority says despite requests from some property 
owners, it will not speed up repair work at Boone Dam if it compromises 
safety.  TVA updated its efforts to stop water from flowing under Boone 
Dam.  The problem was discovered in 2014.  TVA lowered Boone Lake to 
avoid a dam collapse.  Today, the agency said it likely won't complete the 
repairs before 2022, and it won't raise water levels until the fix is made.

Animal Shelter Plans
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.24.18

The Washington County – Johnson City Animal Shelter tells us plans are 
still in the works to reopen in the coming days.  Shelter Director Cara 
Ledbetter told us earlier today that the scheduled date to reopen is March 
28th.  The shelter closed earlier this month after 2 dogs were diagnosed 
with Parvo Virus.  Then, six more dogs were diagnosed.  

Dog Treats Recall
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.26.18

A company is recalling two types of dog treats after reports that at least 3 
dogs got sick.  Both treats are Milo's Kitchen Brand.  The recall involves 
Grilled Burger Bites with Sweet Potato and Bacon and Steak Grillers 



Recipe with Angus Steak.  The FDA says the treats can cause excessive 
thirst and increased heart rate.  

Tennessee Gator
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.27.18

Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency confirmed a 7 foot alligator was 
spotted in the southwestern part of the state.  Wildlife employees at The 
Wolf River in Fayette County captured video of the gator.  TWRA 
confirmed several sightings in the area.  Experts say gators are coming 
from southern border states.

Abingdon Farmers Market
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.28.18

It's almost time to shop local at area farmers markets.  The Abingdon 
Farmers Market will kick off its regular season April 7.  It is located on the
corner of Remsburg Drive and Cummings Street.  Operating hours are 
Saturday 8 to 1 and Tuesdays 3 to 6.

Dog Park Grants



Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  7pm
Air Date:  3.29.18

Tennessee communities of all sizes can now apply for grants to build or 
improve dog parks in their areas.  The Boyd Foundation is taking 
applications for a dog park Dash Grant of up to $25,000.  Over the next 3 
years, the foundation will award $3 million in total grants.  The deadline 
for applications is June 20.  Find out how to apply on wjhl.com.

East TN Elk
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  6:30pm
Air Date:  3.30.18

Many Tennesseans do not know that our state has elk.  Tennessee Wildlife 
Resources Agency wants you to catch a glimpse of them in their natural 
habitat.  TWRA says although the elk population is not huge, they are 
thriving in a remote area of the Cumberland Plateau in Campbell County.  
It set up web cameras and invites you to watch the elk on its elk cam.  Just 
go to TWRA's website to access the camera.



ALCOHOL TOBACCO & FIREARMS

Electronic Cigarettes
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.3.18

A small study, funded by the National Institutes of Health, reveals people 
given electronic cigarettes smoke less and are more likely to quit 
compared to people who smoke traditional cigarettes.  Another study 
revealed adolescents who use electronic cigarettes, hookahs or smokeless 
tobacco are more likely to switch to regular cigarettes within a year, 
compared to those who do not.

Tobacco
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.3.18

A new study suggests teenagers are more likely to start smoking after 
viewing tobacco marketing online.  Researchers analyzed data from nearly
12,000 teens.  They found non-users had a 26% higher chance of trying a 
tobacco product after watching online videos or using social networking 
sites.  A separate survey of more than 10,000 young people also revealed 
those who used multiple tobacco products were even more likely to switch 



to cigarettes.

Firearms Charges
Length:  :35
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Nate Morabito
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.3.18

A man convicted of criminally negligent homicide in Sullivan County in 
2005 is now in federal custody.  Investigators say they found Jimmie 
Kreidler with 17 guns and 6,000 rounds of ammunition.  Court records 
show he pleaded not guilty in federal court in Greeneville on Tuesday to 
charges of knowingly possessing those guns and ammunition.  A Hancock 
County Sheriff's Detective says officers arrested the 52-year old back in 
May after getting a tip.  Court records say Kreidler's trial on the new 
federal charges is set for March.

Microbrews in Elizabethton
Length:  :55
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  6:30pm
Air Date:  1.4.17

The city of Elizabethton plans to make big improvements to the city's 
downtown this year.  So far, at least two microbreweries have expressed 
interest in opening downtown.  The key point being these businesses will 
help generate more revenue for the city.  Those different businesses will 
give way to more jobs, increased property tax value, and more money from
sales taxes.  City Planning Manager Jon Hartman says new businesses will
add variety to downtown Elizabethton.  City leaders expect the first 



microbreweries to open in Elizabethton in the Spring.

Hulsey DUI Bill
Length:  1:40
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Elizabeth Kuebel
Show:  6:30pm
Air Date:  1.4.18

A local lawmaker is taking action to help put a stop to drunken driving.  
When State Representative Bud Hulsey heads to Nashville for the 
upcoming legislative session next week, he will take with him a new idea.  
He will propose a bill that will make it harder for someone who has been 
caught driving drunk to purchase alcohol.  He told his about his bill, “In 
your first offense DUI, if you're convicted when you apply for your divers 
license after yours has been taken away, on that license it will have a red 
strip across that license that says you cannot purchase alcohol.”  Hulsey's 
bill says the red strip would remain on the license for 3 years.  The new 
session for the Tennessee General Assembly starts at Noon January 9.

Cigarette Study
Length:  1:45
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.10.18

A new study from researches in the United Kingdom reveals about 60% of 
people who experiment with cigarettes become daily smokers later in life.  
Researchers say even a single experience with a cigarette could turn to 
addiction.  British researchers say more than 60% of people who take that 



first puff will go on to become daily smokers.  They looked through 
surveys of more than 215,000 people from teens up and found 
experimentation often leads to habitual smoking.  Despite declining 
smoking rates in the U.S., 36.5 million adults are still regular smokers.  

TN Spirits on Sunday Bill
Length:  1:45
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Caroline Corrigan
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.11.18

Some Tennessee lawmakers say they will support a bill that would allow 
you to buy liquor and wine on Sundays.  Virginia already allows the sale of
spirits on Sunday.  State Senator Jon Lundberg pushed legislation for wine 
to be sold in grocery stores.  He says Tennessee is ready for the next step.  
Food City started pushing for Sunday wine sales last spring.  State 
Representative Bud Hulsey has concerns, “Some package stores in my 
district said they don't want Sunday sales.  They said they would have to 
be open to compete with grocery stores and it would hurt their bottom 
lines.”  The proposal still must move through the general assembly.  A 
Chattanooga representative is supporting the move in the House.  The 
Tennessean reports tonight a senator has agreed to sponsor the legislation.

Pipe Bomb Investigation
Length:  1:30
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Caroline Corrigan
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.12.18



A bomb squad detonated a pipe bomb in a Tri-Cities neighborhood tonight.
Now, investigators are trying to figure out how it got there.  A maintenance
man called 911 to report what he believed to be a pipe bomb.  Investigators
confirm it was a pipe bomb and that the Johnson City Bomb Squad 
detonated it.  It happened outside a mobile home on Captains Lane around 
8 this evening.  Investigators say the bomb was in a vacant mobile home 
and the home had not been rented in about a month.  The scene is clear 
now, but the investigation continues.

Drunken Driving
Length:  :30
Format:  5:30pm
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  1.17.18

A recommendation from the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering 
and Medicine says states could significantly decrease drunken driving 
deaths by lowering the blood-alcohol threshold.  In a government 
commissioned report, a scientific panel recommends states lower the BAC 
legal limit from .08 to .05.  They say 10,000 alcohol impaired driving 
deaths a year are “entirely preventable.”  All states have .08 thresholds.  A 
Utah law passed last year that lowered the state's threshold to .05 does not 
go into effect until December 30.

Teen Drinking
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.22.18



Researchers in Sweden say teens who drink alcohol increase their risk of 
developing cirrhosis later in life.  The study suggests guidelines for safe 
alcohol consumption may need to be changed to avoid liver disease.  In 
some countries, the alcohol cut off level for men is about 3 drinks.

Guns in Churches
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.23.18

The Virginia Senate passed legislation aimed at allowing guns in church in 
the wake of a deadly church shooting in Texas.  The republican controlled 
chamber voted today to approve the measure, which would repeal a state 
law prohibiting weapons in a place of worship during a religious service.  
However, a state attorney general's opinion from 2011 says current law 
already allows Virginians to carry guns in churches, if a church allows it.

Electronic Cigarettes
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.24.18

A new report on electronic cigarettes finds conclusive evidence that most 
e-cigarettes contain numerous chemicals that can be toxic.  However, the 
panel from the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine
also found equally strong evidence that e-cigarettes are far less dangerous 



than traditional smoking.

Barnett's Guns
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.31.18

A Carter County gun store that was badly damaged by fire will not reopen 
this week as planned.  It's been 2 weeks since that fire at Barnett's Guns 
and Indoor Range.  The owner, Tim Barnett, says it's taking some time to 
get things back in order.  He says they now anticipate reopening Monday, 
February 12th.

Southern Craft
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.31.18

A new Tri-Cities brewery launched its first beer.  The beer is made in 
downtown Johnson City.  Great Oak Brewing is open at Southern Craft 
BBQ.  Head Brewer Justin Carson says after a career in the military, he 
wanted to find a way to come back home to Johnson City.  Today, Great 
Oak Brewing released its first batch of beer, The Coffee Porter.  It's made 
with coffee specially roasted in Elizabethton.  Carson says he's excited to 
be part of the growing Johnson City Brewing Community.



TN Quit Week
Length:  :40
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.1.18

The state of Tennessee ranks 43rd in the nation when it comes to the rate of 
adult smokers.  The state hopes to change that during the 3rd annual 
“Tennessee Quit Week.”  The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
says the current rate of tobacco use by adults in Tennessee is a little over 
22%.  That is considerably higher than the national rate, which is 15.1%.  
The Tennessee Department of Health has a tobacco quit line to help those 
who want to kick the habit.  Smokers can get free FDA-approved nicotine 
replacement therapy or counseling services.  

Smoking
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.1.18

Overall smoking rates in the United States are down, but the American 
Cancer Society says certain populations are still smoking at high rates.  
Those include people with a high school education or less, people who live
below the poverty line, people with serious mental illness, members of the 
military, mid-westerners, LGBT Americans, and Native Americans.

TN Highway Patrol – Super Bowl



Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.2.18

The Tennessee Highway Patrol and the State Highway Safety Office are 
huddling up to urge Super Bowl fans not to drop the ball.  They are urging 
them to find a designated drive.  This time last year, there were 71 drunk 
driving related incidents and 4 deaths during Super Bowl weekend in 
Tennessee.  In 2016, there were 67 crashes and two deaths.  

Vaping
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.5.18

If you have never heard of a “Juul” ask a teenager what it is.  “Juul” is a 
new e-cigarette that fits in the palm of your hand.  Schools nationwide are 
trying to keep them out of the hands of students.  It resembles a USB flash 
drive.  Like many e-cigarettes, nicotine pods for “Juul” come in catchy 
flavors.  One pod is equivalent to smoking about one pack of cigarettes.  
Dr. John Spangler cautions the long term effects of vaping are not known.  

Stolen Guns
Length:  1:35
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Nate Morabito
Show:  5pm



Air Date:  2.6.18

The Washington County VA Sheriff's Office is trying to determine whether
a gun found at a crime scene in Camden, NJ is one of their service 
weapons.  Community Watchdog Nate Morabito alerted the agency after 
he discovered a possible link between that gun and one reported stolen in 
Johnson City many years ago.  We spent months collecting and analyzing 
stolen gun data and identified a gun involved in a shots fired call in New 
Jersey in 2016 with the same make, model and serial number as the gun a 
former Washington County Sheriff's officer reported as stolen in 2011.  
The office spent the last 2 weeks trying to verify whether that gun is theirs.
We matched the guns by comparing our stolen gun records with recovered 
weapons data collected by The Trace, a non-profit, and The National 
Broadcasting Company.  The New Jersey man found with the gun in 
question is currently serving prison time for illegally possessing that gun 
and drug crimes.  

DUI Ruling
Length:  1:25
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.8.18

A ruling from a Tennessee Appeals Court could impact DUI cases in the 
Tri-Cities.  The Knoxville court ruled anyone convicted of DUI through a 
blood or breath test should not have to pay the Tennessee Bureau of 
Investigation fee of $250.  The appeals court said the fee violates due 
process and calls into question the trustworthiness of TBI test results.  
WATE reports lawyers are not expecting a large wave of older DUI 
convictions to be overturned, but it is possible some may.  If the ruling 
stands, the main thing it would change is the way the TBI is funded.  DUI 
fees total about $3 million for the TBI each year.



Barnett's Guns Reopens
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.12.18

Just three weeks ago, fire ripped through a Carter County gun store, 
destroying part of the building.  Today, the owner of Barnett's Guns 
reopened his business.  Tim Barnett said he wanted to get the gun shop 
back open as soon as possible because the community has been so 
supportive of his business over the years.  Barnett says his ordeal has given
him a new appreciation for emergency teams.  He says because of that, he 
is giving first responders 5% off.  The gun range is expected to take about 
6 months to rebuild.  Tim Barnett told us he is looking into opening a 
temporary range.

TN Gun Bill Voted Down
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.14.18

A republican led house committee unanimously voted down legislation to 
let gun permit holders bring guns in hospitals and sports arenas.  The 
Tennessee Highway patrol and the Tennessee Hospital Association 
expressed opposition to the bill at the Capitol today.  Under the bill, permit
holders would be barred from carrying only when it's against federal law 
or court order.  



TN Gun Laws
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  6:30pm
Air Date:  2.15.18

Tennessee lawmakers faced a difficult decision about the Florida school 
shootings – is today a day to act or a time to mourn?  Answers about gun 
issues went straight down party lines, but that could be changing.  
Tennessee legislative democrats blamed republican counterparts for either 
blocking gun control bills or allowing weapons almost anywhere.  
Representative Dwayne Thompson of Shelby County hopes he can 
regulate the so-called bump stock devices used by the Las Vegas shooter 
last fall that make semi-automatic rifles into rapid fire weapons.  Top 
House republicans said it was a time to mourn today before talking about 
gun issues tomorrow.  They pointed to a bi-partisan bill that requires the 
TBI to notify state health officials within a day if a person legally deemed 
mentally defective tries to buy a weapon.  Despite a little bit of agreement, 
many parts of the gun issue remain as contentious as ever with more 
controversial bills soon to be heard.

Ages for Gun Purchase
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  6:30pm
Air Date:  2.16.18

The age of the man accused in the Florida high school shooting revived 



debate over age requirements for gun purchases.  Police say 19-year old 
Nicolas Cruz legally bought the semi-automatic weapon he used in 
Wednesday's massacre at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School.  Police
say Cruz bought the gun months after his 18th birthday.  At that age, he 
could not buy handguns at the store, but there are no such age restrictions 
for semi-automatic weapons, riles or shotguns.

THP Patrols
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.18.18

The Tennessee Highway patrol Fall Branch District said it's going to be 
stepping up patrols in several counties around East Tennessee and four of 
those are right here in our region.  THP officials tweeted earlier tonight 
that they will be focusing on DUI, seat belt usage,  and distracted driving 
enforcement in Greene, Washington, Sullivan, and Hawkins Counties.  
Sergeant Nathan Hall said they are focusing on these counties because of 
the number of crashes last year and so far this year.  Each of the counties 
will have a higher number of sobriety checkpoints.  

Black on Gun Control 
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.19.18

In response to the mass shooting in Florida, President Trump is calling for 



action to help treat mental illness.  Congresswoman Diane Black, who 
represents Tennessee's 6th district, is also running for governor of the 
Volunteer Sate.  Today, she met with local leaders at the Johnson City 
Chamber of Commerce.  When we asked for her response to the mass 
shooting, it was similar to President Trump's, “when we looked at what has
happened, whether it was at Columbine, whether it was in New Haven or 
what happened here just recently, what we see is a common thread of 
mental illness.  I think we have to re-evaluate what we are doing and how 
we handle when we know someone is having a problem and we knew this 
young man was having a problem and did have a mental illness.”  
Congresswoman Diana Black's office says she will be in Kingsport and 
Bristol tomorrow.

Bredesen Gun Control 
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.19.18

A democratic candidate for Tennessee U.S. Senate says last week's 
shooting shows the need for more rigorous background checks.  He says 
this is to keep guns out of the hands of mentally ill people.  Former 
Tennessee Governor Phil Bredesen said he's a longtime gun owner and 
Second Amendment supporter.  He says he backs what he called “common
sense” gun laws.  Talking with the Associated Press, Bredesen criticized 
the republican-led congress for inaction since last week's tragedy.  
Bredesen also said mental illness has been, “the common denominator” in 
many gun-related attacks.  

Trump Bump Stocks
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte



Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.20.18

The debate on gun control continues in Washington, D.C.  President 
Trump used a ceremony honoring law enforcement officers to make an 
announcement, “I signed a memorandum directing the Attorney General to
propose regulations to ban all devices that turn legal weapons into machine
guns.”  The new regulations are still being negotiated but could include a 
ban on bump stocks.

Bus Station Evacuated
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.21.18

Police evacuated Johnson City's transit building to investigate a suspicious 
package this afternoon.  Officers blocked off surrounding streets while a 
bomb squad x-rayed the object and shot it with high pressurized water.  
Soon after, they cleared the scene and opened the roads once they 
determined the package was no threat.

Pregnancy / Smoking
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.28.18



A new report from the Centers for Disease Control reveals a disturbing 
statistic – the study says one in 14 women smoke while pregnant.  The 
findings reveal more than 7% of all expectant mothers smoke despite 
known risks to mother and child.  The CDC says any amount of smoking 
during pregnancy is too much.  It puts a baby at risk for birth and can 
cause a baby to be born too early or to have a low birth weight.  It can also 
raise the risk of stillbirth or sudden infant death syndrome.

Gun Sales
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  6:30pm
Air Date:  2.28.18

Following the school massacre in Parkland, Florida, Dick's Sporting 
Goods says it will no longer sell assault style rifles in its stores.  The 
company removed them from Dick's stores after the Sandy Hook school 
shooting.  Now, Dick's says it will remove them from all of its 35 Field & 
Stream stores.  Dick's  also says it will not sell guns to anyone under 21 
years of age and will stop selling high capacity magazines.

Walmart Guns
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.28.18



Walmart says it will no longer sell firearms and ammunition to customers 
younger than 21.  the company released a statement on its website saying 
in part, “In light of recent events, we've taken an opportunity to review our
policy on firearm sales.”  The statement said Walmart will remove items 
from its website resembling assault-style rifles, including non-lethal air 
soft guns and toys.

E-cigarettes & Cancer
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.5.18

New research shows teens who use e-cigarettes could be exposing 
themselves to toxic chemicals.  A new study in the journal Pediatrics 
shows teens who use them are exposed to significant levels of chemicals 
that could cause cancer.  Teens who used e-cigarettes had 3 times the 
amount of toxic chemicals compared to teens who didn't use them.  
Doctors warn the long-term effects of vaping are not known.  The most 
recent data shows more than 2 million middle school and high school 
students were current users of e-cigarettes in 2016.

Wine & Liquor Bill
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.6.18

Developing in Nashville, legislation allowing wine and spirits sales seven 



days a week in Tennessee is advancing in the General Assembly.  Today, 
lawmakers approved an amended bill that would allow wine and liquor 
sales on Sunday from 10 in the morning to 11 in the evening.  That's in 
addition to sales on Monday – Friday from 8am to 11pm – which is 
already legal in Tennessee.  The bill would also allow sales on holidays.  A
sponsor of the bill said today if the measure is passed, smaller package 
stores could start selling wine and liquor on Sunday as soon as July 1.

AR-15 Auction
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.8.18

Tonight, widespread support for a Tri-Cities School fundraiser that until 
recently, offered an AR-15 as the grand prize.  The fundraiser has been a 
long-standing tradition in Lee County, VA.  Earlier this week, we told you 
how at least one school board member opposed the idea of giving away an 
AR-15 to raise money for Lee High School and how school leaders opted 
to give a gift card for the grand prize.  Tonight, parents and some school 
board members spoke during a public comment period at the Lee County 
School Board meeting.  While the issue wasn't on the agenda, several took 
the opportunity to express their support for the raffle.  The school board 
did not vote on the issue and the school board chair told the crowd the 
long-standing fundraiser would continue with no policy change.

Gun at School
Length:  1:00
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Nate Morabito
Show:  6:30pm
Air Date:  3.9.18



An 18-year old area high school student will not return to school after 
bringing an AR-15 rifle to campus.  The district attorney told us the boy 
will not face criminal charges.  The Greene County director of schools 
confirmed the boy brought the unloaded gun and a loaded magazine in a 
carrying case to North Greene High School on Monday, February 26.  
District Attorney Dan Armstrong told us the teen spent the weekend target-
shooting and forgot the rifle was in trunk.  The district attorney says as 
soon as the boy realized, he self-reported the situation to the main office.  
Armstrong said there is no criminal intent in this case, telling us the 
student quote, “Did what I would want him to do.”  Director of Schools 
David McLain says the child is now enrolled at the district's alternative 
school.  He added no students or staff were ever in danger.  

TN Guns to School
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.10.18

Tennessee's education commissioner says the state has twice the national 
average of cases involving students bringing firearms to school.  Candice 
McQueen says Tennessee had 7.5 incidents per 100,000 students in the 
2015-16 school year.  That is compared to the national average of 3.1 
incidents.  

Smoking
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy



Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.14.18

Smokers are more likely to suffer high-frequency hearing loss.  That's 
according to a study published in Oxford University Press.  The data 
shows the more cigarettes smoked the greater the risk of hearing 
impairment, but after quitting, the risk of hearing loss decreases.

Beer Prices
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  6:30pm
Air Date:  3.15.18

The tariffs President Donald Trump is imposing on steel and aluminum 
could increase production costs for breweries.  That cost could be passed 
along to beer drinkers.  Craft breweries across the nation rely heavily on 
steel and aluminum for their day to day operation from kegs to can-sheet 
aluminum.  Many say tariffs could impact the growth of the entire 
industry.  We wait to see if this will impact consumers and aspiring 
brewers, but if prices go up, and sales go down, the industry could take a 
hit.  

Bristol Bomb Threat Arrest
Length:  :30
Format:   Graphic – Voice Over 
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.19.18



Police charged a man they say called in a bomb threat to a local court 
house.  Bristol Virginia police charged 44-year old Phillip Bowman with 
false information.  Police say a bomb threat was called into the Bristol 
Virginia Court House just before 9 this morning.  The courthouse was 
evacuated and traffic surrounding the building stalled for more than an 
hour while officers searched the building.  Bowman is expected in court 
tomorrow morning.

Bump Stock Ban
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.23.18

One day before a major gun legislation rally in Washington, D.C., the 
Trump Administration took the first steps toward a federal ban of bump 
stocks.  The Justice Department announced it has started the process to 
change federal law to define bump stocks as machine guns.  The gun 
accessory is added to a semi-automatic firearm to enable it to function like 
a fully automatic weapon.  President Trump ordered the Justice 
Department to work on a ban after last month's deadly school shooting in 
Parkland, Florida.  Authorities say a shooter who killed dozens of people 
last year at a music festival in Las Vegas used bump stocks.  The 
government determined in 2010 bump stocks could not be regulated unless
Congress changed the law.  

Remington
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Shira Evans



Show:  7pm
Air Date:  3.26.18

One of the nation's largest makers of firearms, Remington Outdoor, filed 
for bankruptcy.  It's working to carry out a deal to cut its $950 million debt
by transferring control to creditors.  Remington and other gun makers 
suffered from slumping sales in the past year amid public pressure for 
stricter gun laws.

Alcohol Liver Cancer
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.28.18

Patients with alcohol-related liver cancer do not live as long as patients 
with liver cancer not associated with drinking.  Researchers in France 
believe most cases related to alcohol are not diagnosed until later stages of 
the disease.

Craft Beer Week
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.30.18

Today marks the kickoff for Tri-Cities Craft Beer Week.  Next Friday, 



April 6th, a Thirsty Orange pre-party event takes place at Barley Waters in 
Johnson City.  It kicks off at 6 and continues until 11.  Brewers and 
representatives from brands that will be pouring at the Thirsty Orange 
Brew Extravaganza.  That extravaganza takes place Saturday at Founder's 
Park.  More than 150 different types of beer will be available for tasting.  



CRIME

Carjacking
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.2.18

Officers in Johnson County arrested a man accused of carjacking a 
woman.  The sheriff's office says the victim told them she was in her car in
her driveway when Devin Greer slipped into the passenger seat.  The 
woman says he had jeans wrapped around his hand, which she thought was
a gun.  She says he yelled at her to drive him to a nearby convenience 
store.  Deputies arrested Greer and charged him with carjacking and 
especially aggravated kidnapping.

Derrick Sells
Length:  1:05
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  7pm
Air Date:  1.4.18

A man charged with killing a married couple and their unborn child 
pleaded not guilty today in court.  Derrick Sells was originally scheduled 
to appear in court yesterday, but according to the Washington County, TN 
Sheriff's Office, he tried to kill himself Tuesday night.  The 33 year old is 
accused of shooting Robert and Kyanna Vaughn and their unborn child last



month in their Gray, TN home.  Deputies said they found two other 
children inside the home unharmed.  Sells was appointed a public 
defender, and he filed a motion to restrict further comment on the case to 
the media based on comments he said District Attorney Tony Clark made 
about Sells prior to the court appearance.  A hearing for the judge to rule 
on that request is set for Tuesday.  Derrick Sells remains in jail on a $1 
million bond.

Greene County Cold Case
Length:  :55
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Josh Smith
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.4.18

Twenty-three years ago tonight a community was in shock after one of its 
own was shot in the head.  On January 4, 1995 Frazier Jones was murdered
in Baileyton, TN.  A customer found him inside Jones Grocery, the country
store he owned for years.  Twenty-three years later, the sheriff of Greene 
County has assigned a task force of detectives to crack the case.  Sheriff 
Hankins told us, “We really feel that this is a case that can be solved.  A lot
of new information has come up and we have a lot of new people coming 
forward and talking to us now.”  Sheriff Pat Hankins told us 2 detectives 
are working full time on the case, and the Tennessee Bureau of 
Investigation is re-testing old evidence.

Tyler Tetrick
Length:  :35
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.5.18



A Johnson City man faces charges after police say he admitted to firing a 
gun at a wall in an attempt to keep officers out of a room.  A police report 
obtained by News Channel 11 says in December Johnson City police 
charged Tyler Tetrick with three counts of reckless endangerment.  Police 
responded to a home on December 17.  When they went inside, they said 
they heard a gunshot.  They said they also found a bullet hole in a wall and
a .45 caliber gun and a shell casing.  Police say Tetrick later turned himself
in.  The Washington County Detention Center tells us Tetrick bonded out 
of  jail shortly afterward.

Unicoi County Dump – Drugs
Length:  1:15
Format: Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.6.18

A drug investigation landed the operator of a local dump site behind bars.  
Unicoi County Sheriff Mike Hensley said late this afternoon, the operator 
of Limestone Cove Dump Site, Douglas Shane Church, was arrested 
Friday.  Sheriff Hensley said the arrest came after weeks of investigating 
drug activity at the site.  Since this is a county dump location, Unicoi 
County Mayor Greg Lynch told us he was left in charge of finding another 
operator for the site.  Mayor Lynch told us he has found another operator 
and the person will start Monday morning.  Church faces multiple charges 
including maintaining a dwelling where drugs are used and sold. 

Vehicular Homicide
Length:  :40
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm



Air Date:  1.7.18

One man is dead and another faces charges after a crash shut down part of 
a Carter County road today.  The Tennessee Highway Patrol responded to 
the crash along Okolona Road and Rock House Road.  A man identified as 
28-year old Taylor Wright of Johnson City was driving southbound when 
troopers say he veered off the road into the opposite lane.  Troopers say he 
crashed into trees.  The passenger, 44-year old Roger Warner was killed in 
the crash.  THP says Wright faces a vehicular homicide charge.  The report
indicated alcohol and drugs were factors in the wreck.

Officer Involved Shooting
Length:  1:00
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.8.18

State police are investigating the shooting death of a man in Hawkins 
County.  Investigators said a deputy shot the man after the suspect pulled a
gun on officers.  It happened near Church Hill in Hawkins County.  The 
Tennessee Bureau of Investigation said Hawkins County deputies were 
trying to arrest a man at a mobile home park on Okolona Road.  The TBI 
says officers shot and killed the suspect as he sat in the passenger's seat of 
a parked car.  Sheriff Ronnie Lawson told us the man was wanted in 
Dickenson County, Virginia for attempted murder.  Hawkins County 
deputies spotted him in the car.  The TBI said deputies asked the suspect to
show his hands, and at that point, the suspect reached for a gun.  Deputies 
fired, and the suspect died at the scene.  The name of the suspect is not 
being released tonight.  



Derrick Sells
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.9.18

A judge granted a gag order in a Washington County, TN triple murder 
case.  The motion restricts all people involved in the case from speaking 
about it.  Derrick Sells faces charges of first degree murder.  His attorney 
said he believed District Attorney General Tony Clark released too many 
details about the case ahead of last week's court appearance.  Sells is 
accused in the shooting deaths of Robert and Kyanna Vaughn and their 
unborn child.  Sells remains in jail tonight on a one million dollar bond.  
His next court appearance is in April.

Hawkins County Shooting Update
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.9.18

A man killed in an officer involved shooting in Hawkins County had a 
lengthy criminal history.  The shooting happened last night in Church Hill. 
The Tennessee Bureau of Investigation says a Hawkins County officer shot
and killed 28-year old Eugene Loftis.  Loftis was wanted on an attempted 
murder charge in Dickenson County, VA.  Hawkins County Sheriff Ronnie
Lawson said when his officers went to serve the warrant, Loftis pointed a 
gun at officers.  The sheriff told us Loftis went to jail 3 times from 2012 – 
2015 for charges ranging from theft to assault.  The TBI is investigating 
the shooting.



Child Sex Abuse Investigation
Length:  :45
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.10.18

Two women face charges stemming from a Washington County, TN child 
rape investigation.  One of the women was a nurse who investigators said 
medically examined the victim.  The Elizabethton Police Department 
began investigating the reported rape last January.  The Tennessee Bureau 
of Investigation says last summer agents began looking into claims Nurse 
Tessa Proffitt and Alicia May released information in the case.  
Investigators say Proffitt revealed confidential information about the 
victim's exam to May.  Agents say May is a relative of the suspect in the 
investigation.  The TBI also says Proffitt and May concealed and destroyed
evidence.  A Washington County, TN Grand Jury indicted the women.  
They were arrested today.

Benfield Indicted
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.10.18

A Carter County Grand Jury indicted a man on first degree murder in the 
death of a Stoney Creek woman.  The Carter County Sheriff's Office says 
89-year old Mary Nolen died a few days after she was found assaulted in 
her home.  Chad Benfield is accused in her murder.  He pleaded not guilty. 



Knoxville Officer Shot
Length:  1:10
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.11.18

Police are searching for a suspect who shot a Knoxville police officer.  The
shooting was reported around 8:30 this evening.  Knoxville police say it 
happened in front of a shopping center.  The officer who was shot was 
taken to University of Tennessee Medical Center for treatment.  Our sister 
station in Knoxville reports the officer was shot in the arm and is expected 
to be okay.  Again, the suspect remains on the run.

Johnson City Assault
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.12.18

Johnson City police arrested 22-year old Wesley Edwin Clouse after police
said he assaulted a man inside a Food City store.  Investigators said Clouse
hit someone in the head with a blunt object following an argument with the
person's father.  Police said Clouse then tried to hit both men with his car 
as he left the parking lot.  Officers charged Clouse with 2 counts of 
aggravated assault.

Knoxville Officer Shot



Length:  1:20
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.12.18

A man wanted for shooting a Knoxville police officer is on the run tonight.
Police say a woman with him may be in danger.  31-year old Ronnie 
Wilson is armed and dangerous, according to police.  He is believed to be a
member of the Aryan Nation gang.  The Tennessee Bureau of Investigation
added him to its Top 10 Most Wanted List today.  The TBI offered a $2500
reward for information leading to his arrest.  Knoxville Police Department 
says Wilson shot an officer in the arm during a traffic stop last night 
around 8:30.  The officer was released from the hospital this morning.  

Wilson Arrest
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.13.18

The search for a man accused of shooting a Knoxville police officer is 
over.  Ronnie Wilson was arrested early this morning in Blount County.  
Before he was arrested, officers say he barricaded himself inside a house 
and started a fire in it.  Police say Wilson jumped through a window and 
was taken into custody.  The woman who was with Wilson at the time of 
the shooting, Kristin King, was also found in Blount County.  Investigators
are questioning her, but she is not facing charges at this time.  Wilson is 
charged with attempted first degree murder of a police officer.



Car Burglaries
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphics
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.14.18

Erwin police say they are searching for suspects linked to car break-ins 
that happened Friday.  Erwin Police Chief Regan Tilson said officers 
arrived at the YMCA in Erwin Friday morning and found 4 cars with 
busted windows. Owners reported several items, including purses, stolen 
from the cars.  Police are searching for what they describe as a black SUV 
with chrome lined, dark tinted windows.  

Carter County Shooting Investigation
Length:  :40
Format:  Graphics
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.16.18

The Carter County Sheriff's Office says a fight between siblings ended in 
gunfire.  Deputies responded to Tower Road in Roan Mountain on 
Monday.  They found a man with a gunshot wound.  Deputies said the man
told them someone in a dark colored car shot him while he was standing in
his driveway.  Deputies said further investigation revealed Connie Long 
shot her brother.  Investigators said Long told them her brother threatened 
her, came after her with what she thought was a knife, and she shot him.  
Deputies charged Long with aggravated assault.  The sheriff's office did 
not provide the condition of the man who was shot.



Facebook Murders
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.17.18

The State of Tennessee denied requests for new trials requested by the 
women convicted in a high profile murder case in our region, the so-called 
“Facebook murders.”  On August 28, Barbara and Jenelle Potter requested 
new trials.  They said new evidence in the book written by the lead 
prosecutor in the case was withheld from them before trial.  The ruling 
said the evidence in the book does not entitle them to a new trial.  In 2015, 
a jury found Jennelle and her mother, Barbara Potter, guilty of first degree 
murder in the deaths of Bill Payne and Jean Hayworth.

Pomrenke
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Nate Morabito
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.18.18

Former Judge Kurt Pomrenke is now in federal prison, according to the 
Federal Bureau of Prisons' website.  The website shows he is either in a 
low security prison or minimum security satellite camp in Pennsylvania, 
scheduled to be released March 15.  In November, a federal judge 
sentenced Pomrenke to two months in prison for a criminal contempt 
conviction.  Leading up to his sentencing, the Virginia Supreme Court 
removed Pomrenke from the bench following a judicial misconduct 
investigation.  Pomrenke's wife is currently serving a lengthy prison 
sentence linked to the federal Bristol Virginia Utilities corruption 
investigation.  She's scheduled to be released in August.



Kingsport Murder
Length:  :55
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.19.18

A Tri-Cities man is in jail tonight after calling 911 to report he killed his 
wife.  The Sullivan County Sheriff's Office says Randall Neece is charged 
with first degree murder.  Investigators say he strangled his 27-year old 
wife, Lakeesha Neece.  The mother of 3 was found dead inside her home 
on West Valley Drive in Kingsport.  Investigators say Randall Neece 
admitted he killed his wife.  Sheriff Wayne Anderson said Neece at first 
tried to suffocate her with a shower curtain.  The sheriff said he alerted the 
sheriff's office to the crime.  The sheriff's office has not released a motive 
in the murder.  Randall Neece is scheduled to appear in court next week. 

Zaatini Plea
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Nate Morabito
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.22.18

The attorney for former East Tennessee State University tennis coach 
Yaser Zaatini says he hopes prosecutors will work with his client.  As of 
this month, ETSU says Zaatini paid back the university $19,000 of the 
$31,000 he promised to repay when he abruptly resigned last March.  
Zaatini appeared in criminal court this morning and entered a not guilty 
plea.  Investigators believe he misappropriated at least $45,000 between 



2011 and 2017.  Some of it misappropriated by turning in forged team 
meal per diem forms and some by turning in forged racket stringing 
invoices from universities across the country.  Zaatini reportedly told 
university officials he used the money to fund the tennis program, but 
investigators said they could find no evidence of  that.  Zaatini returns to 
court May 4th.

Howell / Lillelid Case
Length:  :55
Format:  Graphic / Voice Over
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.24.18

The Tennessee Supreme Court issued a ruling for one of the people 
convicted in a high profile murder case 20 years ago.  The state Supreme 
Court denied a request for a new sentencing hearing for Karen Howell.  
Howell and 5 other people are serving life without parole for the April 
1997 murders of Vidar and Delfina Lillelid and their 6-year old daughter.  
The six suspects in the case pleaded guilty to first degree murder and 
kidnapping in 1998.

Neece in Court
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.25.18

A man accused of strangling his wife made his first court appearance 
today.  Randall Neece went before a Sullivan County judge.  He's charged 



with first degree murder in the death of 27-year old Lakeesha Neece.  He 
asked for another week to hire an attorney.  The judge granted his request.  
Neece returns to court February 1.

Walmart Shots Fired
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.26.18

Police are investigating an incident at a Tri-Cities Walmart that led to 
gunfire.  Johnson City police responded to Walmart on West Market Street.
Investigators say a man in the parking lot confronted two suspected 
shoplifters.  The man told police the suspects pointed a gun at him, so he 
grabbed his gun and fired once.  Police say the man has a valid handgun 
carry permit.  Investigators say after the suspects left the scene, witnesses 
followed them until one of the suspects got out of the car and pointed a 
gun at them.  Johnson City police say the suspects got away in a gray Jeep 
Cherokee that was reported stolen from Bristol, TN.  The license plate 
number is 6D15Z9.  

Mailbox Theft
Length:  :35
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.27.18

The Unicoi County Sheriff's Office says it is investigating a series of 
mailbox vandalism.  Sheriff Mike Hensley told us about 20 mailboxes 



were vandalized along the Old Asheville Highway and Devils Fork Area in
Flag Pond.  He said investigators in Madison County, North Carolina also 
reported  that 25 mailboxes were down on their side across Devils Fork 
Highway.  

Standoff
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.28.18

A man faces charges in southwest Virginia after an hours-long standoff 
with police.  Police say they responded to a home near Big Stone Gap 
where a man, reportedly with a weapon, was holding a woman against her 
will.  Officers surrounded the home and tried to make contact with the 
people inside.  After several hours and no response, officers sent a robot in 
and eventually got everyone out safely.  Tonight, 69-year old David Ray 
Ball faces charges of obstruction of justice.

Rettke
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Slater Teague
Show:  7pm
Air Date:  1.29.18

A former East Tennessee State University student indicted on charges of 
civil rights intimidation, disorderly conduct, and disrupting a meeting 
appeared in court today.  In September 2016, people at a Black Lives 
Matter rally on the campus of ETSU said Tristan Rettke dressed in a 



gorilla costume and used racial slurs.  Rettke pleaded not guilty to the 
charges.  During a motions hearing today, Rettke's attorney argued why the
charges against his client should be dismissed.  He said the charges violate 
his first amendment right to freedom of speech.  Judge Lisa Rice denied 
the request to dismiss the charges and set another motions hearing for June
30.

Wise County Drug Arrests
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.30.18

Eighty people face charges after federal, state and local agencies joined 
forces for “Operation Frostbite.”  The Wise County Sheriff's Office 
announced the charges today.  The suspects face a combined total of more 
than 200 drug-related charges.  Wise County Sheriff Ronnie Oakes says a 
significant number of the offenses involved methamphetamine.  Officers 
say they are still looking for some of the suspects.

Bristol VA Sex Crimes Arrests
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.30.18

Nine men were arrested and charged following a child sex crimes sting in 
Bristol, Virginia.  Court documents alleged graphic conversations between 
the suspects and officers posing as minors.  This is the first time Bristol, 



VA investigators conducted a child sex crimes sting.  Police say some 
suspects were in denial, some were ashamed and another ran from officers.
Tonight, police have a warning for parents in a world of social media, “I 
would urge parents to monitor their children when they're on the computer 
or on their phones.  Keep a close eye on who they're talking to.”  Police 
continue the search for a 10th suspect in the sting.

Search for Cory Cox
Length:  :20
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.1.18

Washington County Tennessee investigators want to find a man they say 
carjacked a woman at gunpoint.  Officers want to find 30-year old Cory 
Cox.  Investigators think he could be armed and consider him dangerous.  
If you see him, call 9-1-1.

Emory Lane Standoff
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Caroline Corrigan
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.2.18

After an hours long standoff, a car jacking suspect is behind bars.  Multiple
agencies responded to the standoff in Johnson City this afternoon where 
30-year old Cory Cox was holed up in a mobile home.  The bomb squad 
pumped a chemical agent into the home, forcing Cox to surrender. It 
happened in McKinnley Trailer Park.  Cox is in the Washington County, 



TN Jail.  His bond is $80,000.  

Church Vandalism
Length:  1:30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.3.18

Members of a Jonesborough church discovered their church vans covered 
in spray paint this morning.  The vans also had tires slashed and windows 
broken.  The Washington County TN Sheriff's Office says the vans were 
also hit with paintball guns.  The Unicoi County Sheriff's Office and Erwin
Police Department told us they also received reports of vandalized vehicles
in their areas.  

Johnson City Assault
Length:  :45
Format:  Graphics
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.4.18

Johnson City police say a man remains hospitalized tonight after suffering 
what officers described as significant brain trauma during a fight early 
Saturday morning.  Police responded to Tipton Street around 2:45 and said
they found a man in the road.  Witnesses told police the man was involved 
in a fight and he was punched in the face and knocked out.  Police said 22-
year old Lloyd Yonce admitted that he hit the man one time.  Yonce was 
arrested and is being held on a $50,000 bond.  Police said the man remains
in critical condition but is showing signs of improvement.



Lee County Death Investigation
Length:  :40
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.5.18

A murder investigation is underway in southwest Virginia.  Investigators 
are looking for the person who pulled the trigger in a deadly shooting.  
Sheriff Gary Parsons says it happened in Pennington Gap in Lee County.  
The sheriff said officers responded to a home on Saint Charles Road just 
before noon.  Officers found 59-year old Rick Cooper dead.  Virginia State
Police are helping in the investigation.  

Panhandler Beaten
Length:  1:00
Format:  Graphics
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.5.18

An Abingdon man faces more than a dozen charges after Virginia State 
Police say he beat a panhandler.  VSP says Trooper Ben Davis pulled up to
the intersection at Exit 7 on Interstate 81.  He said he saw a man jump out 
of the passenger side of a van, stopped at the red light to beat the 
panhandler with a wooden stick.  Trooper Davis rushed to his aid.  He and 
other troopers arrested 60-year old Victor Asher.  Asher faces charges 
including assault on an officer, malicious wounding, and being drunk in 
public.  The panhandler was taken to an area hospital for the treatment of 
what troopers described as non-life threatening injuries.  Once the person 
was released, Sergeant Tonya Atwell bought him something to eat.  



Another trooper then gave him a ride to the bus station and bought him a 
bus ticket.

Kmart Heist
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.6.18

Kingsport police hope you can help them arrest the person who stole more 
than $150,000 worth of jewelry.  Officers responded to an alarm at Kmart 
on East Stone Drive.  Surveillance video captured the suspect shattering a 
glass door at the front of the store.  Another camera showed the suspect 
breaking a glass display case and grabbing the jewelry.  

Azotea Trial
Length:  1:15
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.6.18

Day one of a Carter County double murder trial came to an abrupt end 
after a witness for the state mentioned the man on trial had previously been
in prison.  Eric Azotea faces two counts of first degree murder in the 
deaths of Amber Terrell and Art Gibson.  Investigators said Azotea killed 
them, dismembered their bodies and tried to burn them to destroy evidence
in 2015.  When the state asked a witness how he knew the defendant, he 
said, “I was doing a job for his in-laws and he just got released from 
prison.”  The defense quickly objected and the jury was released.  For 



more than a half hour, discussions took place about how the trial would 
progress.  The judge told jurors the trial would resume tomorrow morning. 

Azotea Plea
Length: 2:00
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Bytes
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  2.7.18

A trial expected to last 2 weeks, ended today with a plea bargain.  Eric 
Azotea pleaded guilty this morning in a Carter County courtroom to the 
murders of Amber Terrell and Art Gibson in 2015.  He was sentenced to 
life in prison without the possibility of parole.  If convicted in the case, 
Azotea faced the death penalty.  After Judge Stacy Street accepted the plea,
the victims' family members got to read statements to Azotea.  One called 
Azotea a monster that needs to be put in a cage and said he will forgive 
Azotea, but he will never forget.  The jury in this trial was sequestered.  
Circuit Court Clerk Johnny Blankenship estimates at this point, he expects 
it to cost at least 6 thousand dollars.

Hawkins Co. Murder Indictments
Length:  1:15
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  2.9.18

Three people are now in custody charged in a November murder in 
Hawkins County.  On November 24, Hawkins County Sheriff's Office 
began investigating the discovery of a female body on East Pumpkin Road 



in the Clinch Community.  The sheriff's office identified the body as 26-
year old Callie Ison of Big Stone Gap, Virginia.  An autopsy revealed she 
was shot multiple times.  A multi-state investigation led to the indictments 
of Charles Gray of Louisville, Kentucky, William Mullins of Tellico 
Plains, TN, and Augusta Hall of Johnson City.  Mullins is in the Hawkins 
County Jail, Gray is behind bars in Louisville, and Hall is being held in 
Georgia.  All are charged with first degree murder and being held on $1 
million bonds.  

Employee Resigns
Length:  :45
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  6:30pm
Air Date:  2.9.18

The brother of Carter County Sheriff Dexter Lunceford, and an employee 
of the sheriff's office, resigned last month after a Wise County Grand Jury 
indicted him on drug charges.  The sheriff announced the resignation of 
Danny Lunceford today after we started asking questions.  Danny 
Lunceford resigned January 12, according to the sheriff.  That was 2 days 
after his arrest.  Wise County Court Records show a grand jury indicted 
him December 18 on 2 counts of distributing drugs.  Danny Lunceford 
worked as an inmate work gang supervisor at the Carter County Sheriff's 
Office.

Employee Fired
Length:  :35
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  6:30pm
Air Date:  2.9.18



The Sullivan County Sheriff's Office fired Corrections Officer Michael 
Payne after he was arrested in Bristol, Virginia.  Bristol Virginia Police 
arrested Payne Friday morning on charges of public intoxication and 
assault on an officer.  A police report said Payne was passed out in the 
passenger seat of a car.  When he woke up, the report said Payne started 
fighting and hit an officer in the chest and arm.  Payne was employed at 
the sheriff's office since August 2016.

Driver Arrested
Length:  :45
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.12.18

A Church Hill man faces charges after Kingsport police say he nearly hit 
three officers with his pickup.  Police say 41-year old Jeremiah Barkley 
sped through a stretch of Interstate 26 Sunday night.  Officers closed the 
road because of a crash.  Police said Barkley ignored traffic instructions 
and passed officers who tried to stop him.  The police department said 
three officers had to jump out of Barkley's way to avoid being hit.  A 
fourth officer was able to stop Barkley before he reached the crash scene.  
Police said Barkley told them he was on his phone and did not see them in 
a roadway.  Barkley faces several charges including felony reckless 
endangerment and not having insurance.

Johnson County Kidnapping
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  5pm



Air Date:  2.13.18

Three counties across two states are involved in a search for a man they 
say was kidnapped and assaulted in the woods.  More than 5 people are in 
jail tonight charged in the kidnapping.  Johnson County Sheriff Mike 
Reece said officers continue to search for the victim, 29-year old Carlton 
Edmondson.  He was reported missing by his family in Burke Co., NC on 
January 19.  Sheriff Reece said an argument over drugs and money 
sparked the incident.  

Attorney Charged
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.14.18

A southwest Virginia attorney faces charges after an officer caught him 
passing drugs to a client in the courtroom.  The Washington County 
Virginia Sheriff's Office says George Barker, Jr. passed the inmate a folded
piece of paper.  Deputies say when they inspected it, they found an altered 
business card and inside it a suboxone strip.  Barker is charged with felony
sell, give or distribute suboxone. 

Rebekah Thompson Investigation
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.15.18



Investigators in the Tri-Cities say they are getting close to making an arrest
in the murder of a pregnant mother.  In July, 22-year old Rebakah 
Thompson was shot in the face while sitting in her car on John Exum 
Parkway.  Her young child was sitting in the back of the car.  Johnson City 
police believe this was a targeted crime, and investigators are now working
with law enforcement in Chattanooga to find who pulled the trigger.  
Police told us they are in the final steps towards proceeding with some 
arrests in this case. 

Murder Charges
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  6:30pm
Air Date:  2.16.18

Three suspects charged in the kidnapping of a North Carolina man now 
face murder charges.  The family of Carlton Edmondson reported him 
missing from Burke County on January 19.  The family also told 
investigators they got ransom calls.  The search for Edmondson led 
investigators to Johnson County.  That's where investigators think the 
suspects assaulted Edmondson and left him.  Edmondson is still missing.  
Assistant District Attorney Denis Brooks told us three of the six people 
arrested in the kidnapping are now charged with murder.  Brooks said 
James Combs, Michael May and Brittany Arnold are charged with first-
degree murder, kidnapping, assault and extortion.  Brooks would not 
release any other details surrounding the case of why the three people are 
now charged with murder.  The three facing murder charges appear in 
court for a preliminary hearing later this month.

Johnson City Assault



Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.17.18

A Johnson City man is charged with aggravated assault after what police 
call a confrontation involving a gun.  Johnson City police say they 
responded to a report of shots fired on Wilson Avenue Friday night.  A man
reported to police he was parking his vehicle in front of an apartment 
complex when Anthony Weeks came outside and started hitting him.  The 
man said Weeks pointed a handgun at him and shot at him.  Nobody was 
injured.  

Greeneville Stabbing
Length:  :35
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.18.18

Police in Greeneville are investigating a stabbing incident that reportedly 
involved 2 juveniles.  Police said two male juveniles got into a fight 
Saturday night in the parking lot at Walmart.  One juvenile was taken to a 
hospital for treatment.  His condition is not known at this time.  Another 
juvenile was taken into police custody.  

Campbell Indictment 
Length:  :35
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan



Show:  6pm
Air Date:  2.19.18

A Sullivan County man is charged with second degree murder.  The 
charges stem from a drug overdose death involving his niece.  Bristol TN 
Police Department said a grand jury returned indictments against Calvin 
Campbell, Jr.  The charges against him include murder, delivery of 
fentanyl and tampering with evidence.  A police investigation determined 
Campbell's niece had fentanyl in her system at the time of death in April.  
Campbell remains in the Sullivan County Jail with bond set at $150,000.

Johnson City Armed Robbery
Length:  :35
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.19.18

A man faces charges after police say he pointed a gun at a Verizon wireless
employee.  Police say it happened at the Verizon Wireless store on West 
Market Street in Johnson City.  Johnson City police arrested Chein Chiang 
after responding to a report of a possible armed robbery.  Store employees 
told police Chiang had been in the store before, dissatisfied with an 
insurance claim on his phone.  They said Chiang came back with a gun and
pointed it at one of them.  Chiang faces 2 counts of aggravated assault and 
appears in court tomorrow.

Child Sex Crimes
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm



Air Date:  2.20.18

A Bristol, Virginia man who investigators said arranged a meeting with a 
child online for the purpose of having sex was arrested during an operation
targeting child predators.  Bristol, VA police arrested 42-year old Brian 
Sherfey on Valentine's Day.  He is charged with 5 counts of using a 
communications device to arrange crimes against a child.  Investigators 
said Sherfey thought he was meeting a child, but instead, a Bristol 
detective was waiting for him at the meeting spot.  Sherfey was arrested 
and remains in jail without bond.

Vance Vandals
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.21.18

Bristol Virginia Police say three juveniles face charges in connection with 
vandalism at Vance Middle School.  Investigators say the 3 entered the 
building on the morning of February 14 and sprayed the building with fire 
extinguishers.  All three juveniles are charged with burglary and 
vandalism.

Greene County Inmates
Length:  :40
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.22.18



Four inmates at the Greene County Jail are facing new charges after 
investigators say they stole methamphetamine from a sheriff's vehicle.  
Investigators said the inmates also smuggled the drug into the jail.  Sheriff 
Pat Hankins said this morning an officer discovered someone had broken 
into a K-9 officer's cruiser while it was parked in the county garage for 
maintenance.  He said a search of the vehicle revealed drugs kept in the car
to help with training the K-9 had been stolen.  Hankins said 4 inmates 
working in the garage took the meth out of the car and into the jail.  

Sexual Exploitation of Minor
Length:  :35
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  6:30pm
Air Date:  2.23.18

A Blountville man charged with 50 counts of sexual exploitation against a 
minor is free on bond tonight.  Today, the Sullivan County Sheriff's Office 
arrested Joshua Wagner.  Earlier this week, the grand jury returned an 
indictment against Wagner.  The sheriff's office says the investigation into 
this case continues.

Crystal Dugger
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  2.24.18



Johnson City  police arrested a woman after they say she took off after 
they tried to stop her for speeding.  Police said 34-year old Crystal Dugger 
left her car and ran.  When officers found her, they said she was breaking 
into a storage building near East Fairview Avenue.  She's charged with 
evading arrest, burglary, and speeding.

Wire Fraud
Length:  :40
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.26.18

A federal grand jury indicted a Church Hill woman on several charges 
after investigators say she made counterfeit credit cards then used them.  
Prosecutors say Leslie Bethea purchased personal information online then 
used that to make counterfeit credit cards.  According to court documents 
she used the cards for more than $55,000 in travel services through 
American Airlines.  Prosecutors say she also stole information from 30 J.P.
Morgan Chase Bank customers and used their information to make 
counterfeit credit cards.  Investigators say she used those cards to make 
more than $45,000 in purchases.

Stacy Indicted
Length:  :40
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.27.18

A southwest Virginia grand jury indicted a woman on charges after the 



death of her son.  This is an update to a case in Buchanan County, Virginia 
that's where Christina Stacy faces charges of involuntary manslaughter and
child abuse and neglect.  Investigators say on December 5 deputies found 
an adult and two juveniles unresponsive in a home.  Stacy's seven year old 
son was pronounced dead on the scene.  At the time, investigators believed
the death and  illness stemmed from an alternate heat source.  Stacy is in 
jail without bond.

Johnson County Murder
Length:  :50
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.28.18

Three suspects accused of kidnapping a North Carolina man and taking 
him to Johnson County Tennessee faced a judge today in Mountain City.  
Investigators say Carlton Edmondson was kidnapped last month in 
Valdese, North Carolina and taken to Trade, Tennessee where they believe 
he was beaten to death.  Edmondson's body has not been found.  
Prosecutors charged James Combs, Michael May and Brittany Arnold with
murder.  In a Mountain City courtroom, prosecutors revealed one of the 
suspects took a cellphone video of the beating.  They say Edmondson's 
kidnappers made ransom demands to his parents.  Edmondson's family 
was in court today for the hearing, hoping for answers.  The judge says 
there's a possibility the case could go before a grand jury.

Bus Driver Driving Under the Influence
Length:  1:30
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  7pm
Air Date:  3.1.18



A Washington County, Tennessee school bus driver accused of driving 
under the influence with nearly 2 dozen children on the bus appeared 
before a judge for arraignment today.  Jonesborough police arrested Jackie 
Adams of Telford Wednesday morning.  Police said after getting a call 
from a concerned driver, they responded to East Main Street in 
Jonesborough.  An officer said Adams' poor performance on a field 
sobriety test and evidence at the scene led to her arrest.  A police report 
obtained by News Channel 11 stated that Adams told the officer she was 
taking medication for gall bladder problems.  Adams is charged with 
driving under the influence and reckless endangerment.  Judge James 
Nidiffer set Adams' bond at $15,000.  Washington County Schools Special 
Projects Manager Jarrod Adams told us Adams has not been disciplined in 
the past and is suspended without pay.

Hog Wild Saloon
Length:  1:40
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Caroline Corrigan
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.2.18

A teenager is in custody charged with murder after allegedly shooting a 
man and injuring another in a Kingsport night club.  It happened early this 
morning at Hog Wild Saloon on West Stone Drive.  That club is 
temporarily closed tonight.  Brett Rogers, 20, of Kingsport died.  Police 
are not releasing the name of the person who was injured and are not 
releasing any additional information about the suspect.

Norton Shooting
Length:  1:00



Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.4.18

A southwest Virginia man is facing an attempted first degree murder 
charge following an early morning shooting.  Investigators say a woman 
showed up at Norton Community Hospital with gunshot wounds before 6 
this morning.  Investigators arrested Gregory Ernest Milam.  He's being 
held without bond.  Police Chief James Lane says the victim was 
transported to a hospital in Tennessee where she had surgery.  Investigators
are not releasing the name or condition of the victim.

Johnson City Arrests
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  6:30p
Air Date:  3.7.18

Police say a man stabbed and hit by a car at an area motel remains in 
critical condition tonight.  Johnson City police responded to a report of 
gunfire at The Park 'n Stay Inn on West Market Street around 9:30 Tuesday
night.  Police found a 32-year old man with several stab wounds.  They 
said after talking with a witness and reviewing surveillance tape, they 
determined the man who was stabbed got into a fight with George Bray.  
They said Bray stabbed the man and then hit him with his car.  Police said 
Gregory Langdon fired a gun at Bray's car as he left the area.  Police said 
they found a gun in Langdon's room.  Police charged both men with 
assault.

Johnson City Bomb Threat



Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.8.18

An Elizabethton man faces charges after Johnson City police say he made 
a bomb threat inside the police station.  Police say just before 1 this 
afternoon, officers responded to the records area of the Johnson City 
Police Department.  There, they said 28-year old Nathan Lovette gave a 
hand written note to a clerk.  Officers said the note had disturbing 
information.  When the clerk asked how she could help, police said 
Lovette said, “Call everybody, call my attorney, I'm blowing everything 
up.”  Officers confirmed there were no explosives in the building.  Lovette 
is charged with filing a false report.

Theft Indictment
Length:  :35
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  6:30pm
Air Date:  3.12.18

A Washington County, TN Grand Jury indicted the former president of 
Ridgeview Elementary's Parent Teacher organization on theft charges.  
Anissa Moats is accused of stealing more than 9600 from the PTO 
between January 2015 and July 2017.  In December, the TN State 
Comptroller's Office said she admitted to using Ridgeview Elementary 
School PTO funds for her personal benefit.  The grand jury indicted Moats
in February on the charge of theft over 2500 dollars.  The Washington 
County TN Sheriff's Office arrested her Saturday.  She's free on bond 
today.



Boiling Water
Length:  :45
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  6:30pm
Air Date:  3.12.18

A Greeneville woman is in the Greene County Jail tonight, accused of 
pouring boiling water on her child.  Greene County Sheriff Pat Hankins 
told us Ashley Randolph is charged with aggravated child neglect.  An 
arrest affidavit says a Greene County Deputy reported to Laughlin 
Hospital Sunday after getting a report about a burned child.  The report 
says Randolph admitted she used methamphetamine earlier in the day 
before giving her 23-month old a bath.  The report also says Randolph told
the deputy she could not get the water hot enough so she boiled a pot and 
poured it in the tub over the child's legs and feet.  Sheriff Hankins told us 
the child suffered second degree burns and is now in the custody of the 
department of children's services.  

Child Sex Crimes
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.13.18

A Tri-Cities business owner is charged with sex crimes against a child.  A 
Carter  County Grand Jury indicted Gary Hicks.  He owns the Sycamore 
Drive-In restaurant in Elizabethton.  Police documents show Hicks is 
accused of having sexual contact with a minor in June 2017.  The police 
report says Hicks let a minor into a shed at the restaurant and reportedly 



molested the minor.  The report also says the minor got help at a nearby 
business and told her parents.  Hicks is set to appear in court May 21.

Unicoi County Pursuit
Length:  :45
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  6:30pm
Air Date:  3.14.18

A high speed pursuit in Unicoi County injured two deputies.  The 
Tennessee Highway Patrol told us the pursuit began in Johnson City 
Tuesday night.  Unicoi County deputies tried to stop the driver as he 
traveled along Interstate 26 toward North Carolina.  They set up a road 
block near mile marker 52.  That's where the pursuit ended.  THP said Joey
Clipse rammed his vehicle into a deputy's car.  Unicoi County Sheriff 
Mike Hensley told us two deputies suffered injuries.  One deputy 
complained of back pain and the other had broken glass in his hand.  THP 
arrested Clipse and charged him with driving under the influence, reckless 
endangerment and possession of methamphetamine.  He's in the Unicoi 
County Jail.  

Child Sex Crimes
Length:  :45
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  6:30pm
Air Date:  3.15.18

An investigation into sex crimes against a child landed a Jonesborough 
couple behind bars.  The Washington county TN Sheriff's Office says 



investigators reviewed more than 4,000 text messages that they said 
revealed Brian Plasschaert sent sexually explicit messages and a 
pornographic video to a juvenile.  Investigators charged him with 4 counts 
of solicitation of a minor, attempted sexual exploitation of a minor, 2 
counts of solicitation to observe sexual conduct and promoting the 
gathering of minors.  Investigators also arrested his wife, April Plasschaert.
They said she gave false information to officers.  They charged her with 2 
counts of false reports.  Both are free on bond tonight and are scheduled to 
appear in court April 18.

Sullivan County Shooting
Length:  :35
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.16.18

We now know the name of the woman officers say led them on a chase 
through Sullivan County Thursday night.  The Sullivan County Sheriff's 
Office said Teresa Worthington faces several charges.  They say she was 
wanted for motor vehicle theft.  The sheriff's office says Worthington fired 
shots from a stolen car.  She also faces charges in Kingsport.  

Green – Money Laundering
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.21.18

A Greeneville woman must repay all the money prosecutors say she stole 



from local organizations.  Prosecutors say 65-year old Gayle Green was a 
volunteer treasurer for both the Tennessee Basketry Association and the 
Greater Kingsport Kennel Club.  They say over 10 years, Green stole more
than $116,000 from the groups.  A judge ordered her to pay restitution and 
serve 16 months in prison.

Counterfeit Sentencing
Length:  :35
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.22.18

A Kingsport man faces prison time after pleading guilty for his part in a 
scheme to produce thousands of dollars in counterfeit bills.  A judge 
sentenced 39-year old Jason Massengill of Kingsport to 37 months in 
federal prison.  U.S. Attorney Douglas Overbey says Massengill pleaded 
guilty in October.  Prosecutors say he and 3 others made more than 
$95,000 in counterfeit bills.  They say they did it by taping real money to a
flatbed scanner and printed them on parchment paper.  Three others have 
pleaded guilty in connection with the scheme.

Shooting Arrests
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.23.18

After months of investigating a deadly shooting at a Tri-Cities Walmart, 
police announced today they charged 2 people with murder.  Police say the



suspects are the victim's ex-wife and her husband.  A Sullivan County 
Grand Jury indicted Ashley Strouth and her husband, Michael, on first 
degree murder charges.  The couple are accused of shooting and killing 
Michael Heatherly on September 1 in the parking lot of Walmart on 
Volunteer Parkway in Bristol.

Kingsport Stabbing
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.24.18

Kingsport police say one person was stabbed and officers took a suspect 
into custody.  Tom Patton with Kingsport Police says officers responded to
a disturbance at Fox Haven Apartments on Sullivan Gardens Parkway 
around 5pm Saturday.  Police say they have a suspect in custody but are 
not releasing the suspect's name.  Investigators say charges are pending.  
They add the victim had surgery for what they called serious injuries.

Officer-Involved Shooting
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.25.18

The Tennessee Bureau of Investigation says the officer injured in a 
shooting in Bristol has been released from the hospital.  Sullivan County 
District Attorney Barry Staubus told us police were attempting to serve a 
warrant on Eric Crawford at a home on Georgia Avenue in Bristol Friday 



night.  Investigators said Crawford tried to assault an officer with an ax 
and officers shot him in response.  Two bullets hit Crawford.  He remains 
hospitalized.

Drug Arrest
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  730pm
Air Date:  3.26.18

The Washington County Virginia Sheriff's Office says an early morning 
search of an Abingdon home uncovered a fugitive from justice and drugs.  
Investigators say they got information that a Pennsylvania fugitive was at a
home on Buckingham Court.  They say they found the fugitive as well as 
methamphetamine, marijuana and $2100.  The sheriff's office arrested 
William Halsey and charged him with being a fugitive from justice.  He 
also faces drug charges.  The sheriff's office also arrested Maureen 
Johnson and charged her with drug possession.

Animal Cruelty Investigation
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.27.18

Washington County – Johnson City Animal Control is investigating an 
animal cruelty case.  An officer told us they found the remains of a dog 
inside a dog house at a home on East Watauga Avenue.  The property is in 
foreclosure and the notice on the door says the people living there had to 



be out by February 12.  Investigators believe the people who lived there 
left the dog behind.

Erwin Shooting
Length:  :35
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.28.18

Unicoi County investigators say a woman in Erwin shot her husband 2 
times.  Sheriff Mike Hensley identified the shooter as Janice Berry.  She's 
charged with attempted first degree murder.  The victim, Cecil Barry, was 
taken to an area hospital where doctors performed surgery.  Investigators 
say the shooting happened at a home on Shady Lane around 8 last night.

Glade Spring Drive By Shooting
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  6:30pm
Air Date:  3.30.18

Investigators are looking for the person who fired shots at a home in Glade
Spring.  The shooting happened last night at a home on Deerfield Lane.  
Investigators with the Washington County Virginia Sheriff's Office say 
four shots hit the mobile home.  They believe a large caliber gun was used.
Nobody in the home was injured.



Rolan Arrest
Length:  :40
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Slater Teague
Show:  7am
Air Date:  3.31.18

Investigators say the case against a former Tri-Cities pastor remains active.
The former pastor is accused of sex crimes against a child.  Police arrested 
Jeffrey Rolan, former pastor of Highlands Fellowship in Wise, Virginia.  A 
grand jury indicted him on 10 counts of taking indecent liberties with a 
minor by a person in a supervisory position.  Virginia State Police 
investigators say he was sexually involved with a female who was working
at his place of employment in the mid to late 1980's.  Highlands Church 
said it released Rolan of his duties at the church.  The church added a pre-
employment background check did not reveal any issues.  



EDUCATION

Tusculum Courses
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.1.18

The oldest college in Tennessee will soon become a University.  Tusculum 
College is adding four health sciences programs to its curriculum.  It will 
also begin offering doctoral and masters degrees in occupational therapy 
and physical therapy.  As it makes the changes, Tusculum will restructure 
its current programs under four colleges, making it a university.  Officials 
have already approved those changes, which are slated to officially take 
effect July 1.

Jonesborough Elementary School
Length:  1:00
Format :  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.3.18

The Washington County, TN School Board addressed a controversial 
question about the future of a specific school.  The board wants to make 
multi-million dollar renovations to Jonesborough Elementary School, 
turning it into a K-8 school.  The school has sewage and asbestos 
problems.  We learned tonight, the board recently voted to delay the 



magnet high school portion of this plan at Jonesborough Middle School to 
save money.  The project is still around $5 million over budget.  It includes
tearing down the round part of the school.  

Bristol, VA Consolidation
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.3.18

Bristol Virginia City School leaders are considering a multi-million dollar 
plan to consolidate schools.  The first public comment session to hear 
opinions on the plan took place tonight.  The plan includes closing 3 of the
city's 4 elementary schools – Highland View, Stonewall Jackson, and 
Washington-Lee.  All three schools are more than 70 years old.  About 6 
hundred students would be moved under the plan.  The city also proposes 
to build a new elementary school at a cost of anywhere between 15 and 20 
million dollars.  The school system says one reason for the consolidation 
plan is a decrease in enrollment.  The next public comment session is at 
Highland View Elementary tomorrow.

Jonesborough Elementary Plan Vote
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Caroline Corrigan
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.4.18

The future of a Tri-Cities school remains uncertain tonight.  This morning, 
it appeared demolition was certain for part of Jonesborough Elementary 



School.  The Washington County School System wants to turn it into a K-8
school.  Some believe it critical to tear down a portion of the round part of 
the building due to sewage and asbestos problems.  A plan approved just 
last night is millions over budget.  Tonight, that plan appears dead.  Now, a
county government committee wants school leaders to consider a plan 
that's within the budget known as Scheme Three.  It would involve 
renovating Jonesborough Middle School.  However, before considering 
Scheme Three, school board members voted to schedule a town hall 
meeting to hear parents' concerns.  No date has been set for that 
community meeting.

Weaver Elementary
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.5.18

Sullivan County leaders could soon take steps toward selling a vacated 
school property.  The board of education is set to vote whether to declare 
Weaver Elementary School's property a surplus.  It's a move the board 
must make before it can sell the land.  The push comes after Chair Michael
Hughes says the board had a few parties interested in the site.  Last year, 
the board decided to close the school after structural engineers determined 
the building was not safe.  The board will vote Monday evening.

Johnson City Middle Schools Survey Results
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.9.18



A plan that could mean big changes for some Johnson City students 
appears to be moving forward.  School leaders are looking to turn Indian 
Trail Intermediate School and Liberty Bell Middle School into two 
separate middle schools, serving grades 5 through 8.  District leaders 
recently visited multiple schools and held information sessions for parents 
and families on the proposed plan.  They say the plan would require 
students to make one less change of location as they go through the system
and offer more academic and extracurricular opportunities.  The results of 
an online survey showed 4 to 1 support 2 middle schools.  The board of 
education will review and potentially vote on the plan this spring.  The 
switch could happen by the 2021 school year.

Weaver Elementary
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.9.18

The process of selling a now closed Sullivan County School moved 
forward tonight.  The board of education voted to declare Weaver 
Elementary School to be surplus property.  That move means the board can
now look at selling the property.  Chair Michael Hughes told us a few 
parties have expressed interest in the site.  Weaver Elementary closed its 
doors last year after structural engineers deemed it unsafe.

Burdine – TN Board of Regents
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5:30pm



Air Date:  1.10.18

Kingsport Chamber of Commerce President Miles Burdine is taking on 
additional duties.  This time those duties are on the state level.  Governor 
Bill Haslam appointed Burdine to fill the first congressional seat on the 
Tennessee Board of Regents.  Burdine will serve as one of 19 members of 
the board.  He shared one of his goals with us today, “Workforce 
development are critical to all of our businesses across the state of 
Tennessee.  Anything we can do to help improve opportunities to gain 
access to better education for our citizens of the State of Tennessee.”  The 
TN Board of Regents sets policies and guidelines that govern all Tennessee
Board of Regents institutions, including Tennessee Colleges of Applied 
Technology and community colleges.

STEAM Bus 
Length:  1:45
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Allie Hinds
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  1.10.18

The Johnson City School System is rolling out new ideas about STEAM 
education.  STEAM refers to science technology, engineering, arts and 
math.  When the Johnson City Board of Education asked to put STEAM 
space in every school, it sparked an idea.  Dr. David Timbs said, “Instead 
of having this expensive technology in every school that may or may not 
be used every day, why not put it on a bus that can go around to each 
elementary school?”  The move will save the schools money on expanding
space and buying technology.  Throughout spring of 2018 teachers will 
design the lessons and the Johnson City Public School Foundation will buy
the materials to make it happen.  The goal is by fall of 2018 the school 
system will have a bus with alternating STEAM experiences and cutting 
edge technology that travels to the city's 8 elementary schools with little 



cost to the system.  Career Technology students at Science Hill High 
School are designing the interior of the STEAM bus.

Greeneville Superintendent
Length:  :35
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.11.18

Greeneville City Schools named who will lead the school system until the 
school board can choose a new director.  The city schools central office 
named Ken Fay as interim director.  He is currently Greeneville City 
Schools' Federal Program Specialist.  He will take over after current 
director Dr. Jeff Moorhouse's last day.  That will be February 1.  
Moorhouse accepted a job as Kingsport City Schools next superintendent.  
The board of education will hold a special called meeting January 22 to 
consider approval of his contract.

School Choice
Length:  1:45
Format:  Package
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  1.18.18

Education Secretary Betsy Devos joined republican lawmakers and 
students on Capitol Hill to rally for school choice.  Devos argues parents 
need to have more freedom in choosing their child's school, but opponents 
say her efforts will take much needed money away from public schools.  
Many conservatives think states and cities should offer programs to five 



students more access to private schools, charter schools and other options 
outside their districts.  Critics say school choice will strip money from 
already cash-strapped public schools.  Opponents also worry school choice
could lead to an exodus of students from public schools, especially in low-
income areas.  They also say it could lead to taxpayer dollars being used to
fund religious private schools.  

Northeast State Update
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.21.18

Six months after a change in leadership for a Tri-Cities community college
and dozens of job cuts, Northeast State's President tells us he's going to 
bring jobs back where necessary.  Dr. Janice Gillam retired as President of 
Northeast State last June, as part of a mutual agreement with the Tennessee
Board of Regents.  She left behind a community college that was $5 
million in debt.  The previous  executive vice chancellor for the Board of 
Regents James King took over less than a month later.  Last month we 
reported that the TBR's new chancellor Dr. Flora Tydings wants to make 
job restoration a priority.  Northeast State Interim President James King 
told us today the school has gone from nearly $5 million in the red to a 
nearly $3 million reserve by the end of the year.  He said it was made 
possible by what he called “rightsizing,” closing some off campus sites, 
making budget cuts and eliminating positions.  He said morale at the 
school is up and added, “Anything where we can improve services, we'll 
bring people back.  We're not going to bring people back for the sake of 
bringing people back because we have proven in some cases that the 
campus was overstaffed.”  

Sensabaugh Files Suit



Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Nate Morabito
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.19.18

Suspended David Crockett High School football coach Gerald Sensabaugh
filed a lawsuit today seeking $5 million.  The coach filed the lawsuit 
against the Washington County Board of Education and Director of 
Schools Kimber Halliburton.  The lawsuit argues they retaliated against 
Sensabaugh for speaking up about concerns within the district.  
Washington County Schools suspended Sensabaugh in October for alleged 
unprofessional conduct, pending an investigation.  Sensabaugh has denied 
the allegations.  In court papers, he argues the district and director violated 
his first amendment rights to free speech.  Sensabaugh is also asking to be 
reinstated as head coach.

Kingsport Schools Superintendent
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.22.18

Kingsport City Schools now has a new leader after a unanimous vote.  
Tonight, the Board of Education voted to hire Dr. Jeff Moorhouse as 
superintendent.  Moorhouse was previously the director of schools for 
Greeneville City Schools.  Moorhouse told us he's looking forward to 
building relationships with those in the school system.  His contract says 
he will make $159,000 a year.  He starts his 3 year term February 2nd.



Kindergarten Coders
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Allie Hinds
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  1.24.18

Kindergarten students in our region are already preparing for the 
workforce.  They're doing it by learning a new language, a programming 
language for computers.  Kindergarten through 5th grade students at 
Jackson Elementary in Kingsport participate in the coding classes.  The 
district tasked its librarians with teaching coding.  It is part of the students' 
rotations along with physical education, music and art.  Educators say the 
class takes hard work, problem solving skills and critical thinking.  
Kingsport started its initiative called Computer Science for All through a 
grant in 2016.  The school system hopes to keep finding funding and 
technology to sustain the program.

Washington County, TN Schools Plan
Length:  1:40
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Caroline Corrigan
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.25.18

Parents and teachers gathered for a town hall meeting with Washington 
County School leaders.  Their topic of conversation was renovation plans 
for Jonesborough Elementary and Middle Schools.  A plan that called for 
the demolition of the round portion of the elementary school was six 
million dollars over budget and didn't make it out of committee.  Tonight, 
the public got a look at 4 different plans, but all of them are over budget.  
After tonight's meeting it remains unclear when the school board may vote 
on a plan.



TN K-12 Money
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  1.30.18

Tennessee Governor Bill Haslam called for an appropriation of salary 
increases in the budget for K-12 teachers and other positions during his 
State of the State Address.  It's a move Johnson City School leaders say is 
a win for teachers and the school system.  The amount will be determined 
by each school system's salary structure.  School leaders will begin 
planning the raises once they determine how much money they will 
receive.

VA Home School Bill
Length:  :35
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  1.30.18

A bill that would allow home-schooled students to compete in public 
school sports was defeated in Virginia.  A tie vote in a republican led 
education committee Monday stopped House Bill 496 from heading to the 
full House of Delegates.  The bill would have also allowed home schooled 
students to participate in other interscholastic programs.  The issue became
well-known because of former NFL and University of Florida football 
player Tim Tebow, who had been allowed to play the sport at a public 
Florida high school despite being home schooled.



ETSU Budget
Length:  :55
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  1.30.18

One day after Tennessee Governor Bill Haslam unveiled his new budget 
priorities, it's clear a big focus for his last year in office will continue to be 
on education.  The plan calls for pay raises for K-12 teachers.  It also calls 
for a 2.5% salary pool to fund raises at Tennessee colleges and 
universities.  That's good news for the people employed at East Tennessee 
State University.  It stands to get millions to pay for improvement on 
camps.  ETSU Acting CFO, Dr. B.J. King said, “We were approved for all 
of our capital maintenance projects.  Those all went through.  That was 
$9.5 million.  We're very pleased with that, those were targeted 
improvements to our HVAC and roofs and more general maintenance on 
buildings.”  The Haslam budget plan now faces legislative scrutiny and 
must be approved by the House and Senate.

Governor on Education
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.2.18

With less than a year left in office, Governor Bill Haslam introduced a bill 
that addresses scholarships.  The Complete College Tennessee Act of 2018 
would introduce credit hour requirements for scholarships.  Recipients of 
the Tennessee Promise and Hope Scholarships would have to take 30 



credit hours over twelve months or risk losing part of their scholarship.

David Crockett High School Suspensions
Length:  1:30
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Nate Morabito
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.6.18

Two employees of David Crockett High School are suspended without pay
pending internal investigations.  Both of those men are also under criminal
investigation by the Washington County TN Sheriff's Office, according to 
Chief Deputy Leighta Laitenen.  A suspension letter shows Washington 
County Schools suspended teacher Dillon Roberts in October for 
allegations of improper conduct – in light of a sheriff's department 
investigation into allegations of sexual misconduct with a minor who does 
not attend David Crockett.  The letter says the allegations do not include 
any misconduct that happened at or on school property.  Another 
suspension letter shows the district suspended instructional assistant 
Calvin Walker last month for allegations of unprofessional conduct.  The 
sheriff's office confirmed unrelated investigations involving Roberts and 
Walker, but would not release specifics since both cases are open.  The two
employees joins three others suspended from David Crockett and currently
under internal investigation this school year.  

Johnson City Spelling Bee
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Yasmeen Elayan
Show:  6pm
Air Date:  2.7.18



Liberty Bell student Rachel Leerson's spelling skills earned her the top 
spot in the Johnson City Schools Spelling Bee today.  Rachel was among 
12 finalists competing for the title of Spelling Bee Champion.  She won by
spelling the word porcelain.  Xander Oshoniyi from Town Acres 
Elementary clinched the second place spot.  

T.A. Dugger
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.8.18

A Tri-Cities school system has plans to make multi-million dollar 
improvements to an aging middle school.  The Elizabethton Board of 
Education presented a plan to update T. A. Dugger Junior High, the city's 
only school for students in grades 6 through 8.  In a joint meeting with city
council earlier tonight, school leaders estimated the cost of renovations 
and expansions at $3.9 million.  Director of Schools Dr. Corey Gardenhour
asked for city council support and said the school system will move 
forward with financing the project when interest rates are favorable.

Josh Kite Reinstated
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.11.18

Josh Kite will be back on the job as Athletic Director starting Monday at 



David Crockett High School.  That's according to a news release from the 
Washington County TN School System.  Kite was previously suspended 
after allegations were made against him by then football coach Gerald 
Sensabaugh.  Kite was suspended pending an investigation into those 
allegations.  According to school system officials, the allegations were 
“unsubstantiated.”  

Teacher Reinstated
Length:  :55
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.12.18

An employee at David Crockett High School will be back on the job 
tomorrow and is no longer the subject of a criminal investigation.  
Washington County, Tennessee Schools said Calvin Walker has been 
reinstated as Instructional Assistant and Assistant Basketball Coach.  The 
school district suspended Walker last month for allegations of 
unprofessional conduct.  Today, the school system said an investigation 
into the matter cleared him of any wrongdoing.  The Washington County 
Sheriff's Office said its investigation into Walker is closed and no charges 
were filed.  

King Nursing Program 
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter: Shira Evans
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.13.18

Admissions will resume in Fall 2018 to King University's Bachelor of 



Science in Nursing Program.  Today, King announced the Tennessee Board
of Nursing reinstated full approval status.  The state regulatory board 
placed the program on conditional approval status in February 2017.  King
temporarily halted admissions in October 2016.  Admissions were 
reinstated after King met the Tennessee Board of Nursing's educational 
program standards.  

Chuckey Doak Lockdown
Length:  :35
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over 
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.13.18

Two Chuckey Doak High School students face charges after threats of a 
shooting circulated around the school.  The Greene County Sheriff's Office
said the two teens are accused of telling students there would be gunfire at 
the school at 2 p.m.  Working with the school resource officer and school 
officials, the Greene County Sheriff's Office locked down the school at 
1:30 p.m.  Officers did not find any guns on campus.  Sheriff Pat Hankins 
told us a 17-year old boy is charged with filing a false report and 
disorderly conduct and a 16-year old boy is charged with disorderly 
conduct.

Sullivan County New Schools
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.22.18



Sullivan County education leaders moved forward on plans to build new 
schools.  The overall schools consolidation plan includes a new middle 
school and a new high school to be built over the next several years.  At 
tonight's Sullivan County Board of Education meeting, board members 
considered bids from 2 construction companies to build the new Sullivan 
East Middle School.  Sullivan County leaders held a ground braking 
ceremony at the site on Weaver Pike back in November.  At the urging of 
architects, the board approved Burwell's bid, which has a base amount of 
$18,349,000.  Crews are currently excavating and grading the property to 
prepare for construction.  The board has still not decided on a name for the
new high school that will be built on Lynn Road.  They hope to begin 
accepting bids for the construction on the high school in June.

Champouillon
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Nate Morabito
Show:  6:30p
Air Date:  2.23.18

The termination appeal of a former East Tennessee State University 
professor was denied today by ETSU's Board of Trustees.  The decision 
came 2 days after an executive committee handed down the same decision.
The committee said ETSU rightfully fired former music professor Dr. 
David Champouillon.  An internal investigation found the tenured 
professor sexually harassed two faculty members and behaved 
inappropriately in font of faculty and students.  ETSU President Dr. Brian 
Noland fired Champouillon in May.

Washington County Schools Technology
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Katie Parks



Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.26.18

The Washington County Tennessee Board of Education is helping bring 
technology to students.  The board purchased 1325 Chromebooks to be 
distributed across the counties' elementary and middle schools.  This 
morning, Ridgeview Elementary got 125 Chromebooks and a mobile cart.  
Teachers say the Chromebooks keep students engaged and keep students 
on task.  They add that the Chromebooks help make learning fun.  

Johnson City School Safety
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.1.18

The Johnson City Board of Education met for nearly 3 hours behind closed
doors to discuss safety in schools today.  Superintendent Steve Barnett told
us the board discussed security and safety measures as well as mental 
health treatment for students.  Barnett said the board voted to form a safety
and security committee.  He said the meeting was in response to last 
month's school shooting in Florida.

Jonesborough Renovations
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Caroline Corrigan
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.1.18



A new plan is in the works to fund renovations at a Tri-Cities school.  For 
weeks, it's been a hot topic in Washington County – what to do about 
building problems at Jonesborough Elementary School.  The Washington 
County School Board voted on a possible solution tonight.  The latest 
suggestion came from School Board Member David Hammond – to give 
the Boones Creek Middle School property to Washington County after 
construction of a new school in Boones Creek is complete and use the 
appraised value of that property to fund construction of a new school in 
Jonesborough.    The vote was close but the board approved the measure.  
Now, the proposal goes to the Washington County Commission.  

Washington County Bus Driver Drug Testing
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.2.18

Bus drivers have been on the road for years in one area school system 
without undergoing random drug and alcohol screenings.  The director of 
schools learned that just days after a bus driver was arrested for driving 
under the influence.  Director of Schools Kimber Halliburton said she was 
under the impression bus drivers were subjected to twice a year in her 
county.    She said that is what Transportation Supervisor Randy Adams 
told her.  Halliburton said she found out drivers have not been tested since 
2014.  When asked why, Halliburton said Adams told her he's had a lot to 
do.  She is assuring parents that changes in the oversight and the frequency
of random drug tests for bus drivers starts now and says all future random 
drug testing for bus drivers will be overseen by central office.  

Graham Clark Retires



Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  6:30p
Air Date:  3.6.18

The football coach who scored the most wins in the history of  Dobyns-
Bennett High School announced his retirement.  Today, Hall of Fame head 
football coach Graham Clark said he will retire at the end of the current 
school year.  In 25 seasons leading the Indians, Clark scored 233 wins with
a winning percentage of more than 77 percent.  Kingsport City Schools 
Superintendent Dr. Jeff Moorhouse called Coach Clark a man of character 
that led the DB football program with great honor and integrity.  Current 
football assistant coach Joey Christian has been named interim head coach.
School system leaders say a national search will begin immediately for the 
Indians' next head coach.

Kingsport Schools
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.8.18

A school safety task force will soon take shape in Kingsport.  Kingsport 
City School officials say the goal of the group is to get law enforcement, 
schools' staffs and the community together to review school safety 
measures and look into possible improvements.  Kingsport City School 
leaders are currently identifying members to serve on the task force.

Sullivan East High School Training



Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.10.18

High school students took the first step toward becoming certified 
firefighters.  Students from Sullivan East High School's Fire Science 
Program had the opportunity to go through the first step of their firefighter 
one certification.  The Piney Flats Fire Department simulated a structure 
fire for the students to learn how to put out a live burn.  All students passed
the first phase of the certification process today.

Gate City Welcome Home
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.11.18

Southwest Virginia welcomed home state champions last night.  The Gate 
City High School Boys Basketball team brought home the title after 
beating Richmond in the championship game Friday.  Blue Devils fans 
packed the gym at the school to welcome the team home and congratulate 
the team on success.  

ETSU Renovation 
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Caroline Corrigan
Show:  11pm



Air Date:  3.11.18

East Tennessee State University will soon begin a multi-million dollar 
renovation and addition that is about to start at East Tennessee State 
University.  The amphitheater, behind D.P. Culp Center, will be closed to 
make way for construction crews.  That marks the beginning of a $45 
million upgrade to the center.  An extra 50,000 square feet will be added, 
making it a 200,000 square foot student center.  The new center will have 
an enhanced marketplace with more dining options, as well as a retail area 
for students to pick up books and supplies.  Overall, ETSU says this 
project is part of a larger discussion to enhance on-campus experiences for 
students.  The upgrade is scheduled for completion by spring semester 
2020.

TCAT Job Test
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.13.18

Some big job news for those currently seeking employment opportunities 
in Carter County.  The county is offering to pay for the National Career 
Readiness Certificate Exam, also known as NCRC.  The exam measures 
work skills and can ultimately help lead those looking for jobs to interview
opportunities at area companies.  The county will pay for he first 200 
residents who take the test before April 30.  In order to take part, you must 
be currently unemployed, have a GED or be in adult education, or be 
current or recent active duty military.

Sullivan County New High School Name



Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.13.18

Sullivan County school leaders want parents and their students to help 
name the county's new high school.  A survey is now open where you can 
choose one of three potential names.  Last year, the school district used a 
similar survey to name the new middle school.  County and school leaders 
broke ground on Sullivan East Middle School back in November.  
Construction is now underway at the site on Weaver Pike.  The new 
schools are part of a plan to consolidate schools.  The new high school will
be located on Lynn Road in Blountville.  The three names from which to 
choose are Sullivan West High, West Ridge High, and Sullivan Ridge 
High.  You can also vote for school colors and mascot.  The survey is 
online at Sullivank12.net.  Voting ends at noon, March 23.  The board of 
education will review the results at the April meeting.

Dobyns-Bennett Band
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Elizabeth Kuebel
Show:  6:30p
Air Date:  3.15.18

A little piece of Kingsport is taking a bite out of the Big Apple.  Tomorrow,
the Dobyns-Bennett High School Band and Orchestra will perform on the 
world-famous stage at Carnegie Hall in New York City.  They will perform
alongside Irish Tenor Emmett Cahill.  On Saturday, the band and orchestra 
will hit the streets of NYC to march in the St. Patrick's Day Parade.  



Sensabaugh Fired
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  6:30p
Air Date:  3.16.18

A spokesperson for the Washington County, TN School System told News 
Channel 11 the system sent a termination letter to Gerald Sensabaugh.  The
former David Crockett High School Head Football Coach posted last night
on social media that he had been fired.  The school district suspended 
Sensabaugh after allegations of unprofessional conduct.  The former 
Dallas Cowboys player filed a $5 million lawsuit against the school district
and Director of Schools Kimber Halliburton.  Court documents show the 
lawsuit is set to go to trial in September.

No More Snow Days
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Katie Parks / Justin Soto
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.20.18

School administrators are making adjustments to school calendars after an 
abundance of snow days.  That's the case in Carter County.  The system 
canceled Spring Break to make up days.  The district used 17 snow days 
this school year, which is more than was built into the schedule.  Parents 
were forced to be flexible with the changes.  Many had to cancel spring 
break plans and arrange for after school child care.  School leaders say if 
they have to take more snow days they will have to add days to the end of 
the school year.  



Greene Consolidation
Length:  :40
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.22.18

A rally will be held this weekend to voice opposition to the consolidation 
of all the high schools in Greene County.  In December, the Greene County
School Board voted 6 to 1 in favor of consolidation.  The proposal would 
take students from Chuckey-Doak, North, South, and West Greene High 
Schools and combine them into one brand new school.  The county 
commission still must approve the plan.  This Saturday, a group called 
Citizens Against Greene County School Consolidation will hold a rally in 
opposition to the proposal.  The rally takes place from 4pm to 6pm at 
Crescent School on West Main Street in Greeneville.

Mount Carmel Elementary
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.23.18

Students and staff at Mount Carmel Elementary School kicked off their 
day with a celebration this morning.  Their school was designated as an 
Elite Tennessee Reward School of Distinction.  The school achieved the 
status by being in the top 5% of elementary schools in the state for the 
2016-17 school year.  The school's principal credited teamwork for the 
success.  



School Safety Johnson City
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.26.18

A Johnson City committee aimed at reviewing and discussing school 
safety met for the first time today.  It's called the Johnson City Board of 
Education Safety Security Committee.  The meetings are not public.  The 
committee formed after last month's deadly school shooting in Florida.  
Superintendent Dr. Steve Barnett says right now, the group is reviewing 
current safety procedures, “We have a drill checklist, making sure at each 
school each month, has a certain number of drills.  There are always fire 
drills, intruder drills, tornado drills, all kinds of drills that we need to 
have.”  The committee will meet once a month.

School Safety TN
Length:  1:20
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.28.18

The state of Tennessee will launch the first-ever security assessment of all 
schools in the state.  That's the word from Governor Bill Haslam today as 
he revealed recommendations from his School Safety Working Group.  
The group identified three major priorities.  The first is a review and risk 
assessment of all school facilities to identify vulnerabilities.  The second is
increase available resources to help secure school resource officers.  The 
third is a statewide technology application for anonymous reporting of 



threats and suspicious activity.  

Wonderful Wednesday
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.28.18

Some area college students got a big surprise today when they found out 
classes were canceled.  Instead of classes, they were invited to a big 
campus celebration.  It's all part of Milligan College's Wonderful 
Wednesday.  Each year the college hosts the event as a surprise for 
students.  This year students could participate in laser tag, a water slide and
eat tons of specially prepared food.

ETSU Committee Meeting
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  7pm
Air Date:  3.29.18

Salary increases and a tuition hike are items East Tennessee State 
University's full board of trustees will consider at its April 27th meeting.  
Today, ETSU Board of Trustee's Finance and Administration Committee 
approved sending the following items to the board:  2.5% across the board 
salary increases for employees and a 2.91% tuition and fees hike for the 
2018-19 academic year.



School Safety
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  7pm
Air Date:  3.30.18

New money to fund school security improvements at Tennessee public 
schools could be available as early as July 1.  The Tennessee House will 
vote on Governor Bill Haslam's budget amendment that has millions of 
dollars proposed for K-12 public school security upgrades on April 13.  
House Republican Leader Glen Casada says it will pass, but getting the 
money and how it is distributed will involve applications to the State 
Department of Education.   



GOVERNMENT

Elizabeth ton Golf Course
Length:  1:30
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Curtis Cloud
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  1.2.18

Time has run out for management companies to submit proposals to 
oversee the day to day operation of the Elizabeth ton Golf Course.  City 
leaders tell us they narrowed down the pool of possible companies to four, 
but it is still not clear if city council members will decide to go with a 
management company at all.  That's what City Manager Jerome Kitchens 
told us today.  He said the decision to choose one of those companies lies 
with the city council.  In November, city leaders told us the golf course had
financial problems and the city had to put up hundreds of thousands of 
dollars to keep it in operation.  He added a group of people has been 
selected to recommend whether or not a management company is the best 
way to go.  The committee is made up of community members, golf 
instructors and professionals.  The hope is to have a final decision before 
the golf season begins in the spring.

Grady – Sunshine Law
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.3.18



A candidate for a top job in Ti-Cities politics was called out tonight for 
possibly violating the Sunshine Law.  That's the law that closely governs 
how, when and where public business is conducted by publicly elected 
officials.  The chairman of the Washington County School Board took time
to question whether Joe Grady and others violated the state's open meeting 
laws.  Grady wants to be the next mayor of Washington County. School 
Board Chairman Jack Leonard began tonight's meeting with a question – 
asking Grady about a recent walk-thru of Jones borough Middle School.  
Grady organized the meeting, invited the architect, and invited some 
school board members.  Chairman Leonard was not invited.  Leonard 
asked, “Did you realize there could be a problem with the Open Meetings 
Act?”  Grady replied, “There was no business discussed.”  Board member 
Mary Dillinger was at the meeting.  She said those in attendance did not 
discuss or deliberate any decision that had not already been voted on by 
the board.  Dillinger said she checked with the school board attorney 
before the school tour.  Director of Schools Timber Halliburton told us we 
would have to speak with the school board's attorney for additional 
information.  He was not at tonight's meeting.

VA Delegate Winner
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.4.18

Lawmakers on Capitol Hill are reacting to a crucial tie breaker in a 
Virginia Delegate race.  An election committee drew Republican David 
Abeyance's name, declaring him the winner over Democrat Shelly 
Simon's.  This means Republicans will retain control of the House of 
Delegates.  Meanwhile, Democratic Governor-Elect Ralph North am is 
getting ready to take office in a little more than a week.  Virginia Senator 
Mark Warner says he hopes house members can work together to address 
important issues in Virginia.  The republican party held a 66 to 34 majority



in the House before November's election.  They lost 15 seats to democratic
candidates.

Roe Election Question
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Josh Smith
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.5.18

Congressman Phil Roe is considering whether to run for re-election.  
Today was the first day to pick up the official paperwork to become a 
candidate for U.S. Congress in Tennessee.  Dr. Phil Roe's 5th term in the 
Congress ends this year.  The Johnson City physician has easily won re-
election in recent years.  We asked him if he plans to seek a 6th term.  His 
spokesperson issued a statement saying, “The Congressman has not yet 
made a decision and expects to make an announcement in the coming 
weeks.”  Republican Tod McKinley and Democrat Dr. Marty Olsen 
already announced they will run for Roe's seat.  The deadline to file 
paperwork is April 15.

Trump in Nashville
Length: :50
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  6:30pm
Air Date:  1.8.18

President Donald Trump made a stop in Nashville today where he became 
the first President in a quarter century to address the annual convention of 
the American Farm Bureau Federation.  During his speech, he praised the 



republican tax overhaul law and touted its benefits for farmers.  He said 
tax cuts and the doubling of the threshold for the estate tax will help keep 
farms in the family.  After his speech, the President signed two Presidential
Orders to provide broader, faster and better internet coverage in rural 
America.

VA Power
Length:  :45
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  Noon
Air Date:  1.9.18

State lawmakers in Virginia return to work tomorrow.  Lawmakers will 
build a budget that will go into effect this summer and debate thousands of
bills during the 60-day session.  One bill would undo an electric rate freeze
for Dominion Energy and Appalachian Power that became law in 2015.  It 
prevents the Virginia State Corporation Commission from ordering refunds
to customers who over-paid their bills.  The commission, which regulates 
utilities, wants utility customers to benefit from the corporate tax cut 
signed into law last month.  But for Dominion and Appalachian Power 
customers to benefit, lawmakers must take action on the 2015 law.

Abortion Amendment
Length:  :40
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.9.18

Tennessee will not have to recount votes on a constitutional amendment 



passed in 2014 that allows tougher abortion restrictions.  Amendment One 
says nothing in the state Constitution, “secures or protects a right to 
abortion or requires the funding of an abortion” and empowers state 
lawmakers to “enact, amend, or repeal statutes regarding abortion.”  The 
federal appeals court order overturns an April 2016 district court that 
called Tennessee's vote counting on Amendment One unconstitutional and 
ordered a recount.  It was put on hold pending the appeal.  Today's 
announcement stirred a republican led House to a standing ovation.

TN General Assembly New Session
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.9.18

Tennessee lawmakers returned to work in Nashville today.  It marked the 
first day of the new session for the General Assembly.  The business of the 
day was largely ceremonial with the hard work coming in the days ahead.  
Lieutenant Governor Randy Manically had this to say when asked about 
his focus for the Senate, “ We are going to work to maintain low taxes, low
debt, run the government efficiently, and attack the opined epidemic.”  
House Speaker Beth Harrell said 25 more TBI agents would be in the 
governor's budget as part of the battle.  Governor Ha slam will deliver his 
State of the State Address later this month.

State of the Commonwealth
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.10.18



Virginia Governor Terry Cauliflower delivered his last State of the 
Commonwealth Address tonight.  The Governor detailed what he 
considered to be the highlights of the last 4 years.  The Governor said his 
proudest achievement during his 4 years in office was restoring voting 
rights and other civil rights to thousands of felons who had completed their
sentences.  He also celebrated his record on economic development, 
announcing Virginia attracted more than 20 billion dollars in new capital 
investment since he took office.  As for the future, Cauliflower told the 
General Assembly it's time to finally expand Medicaid which would offer 
state paid health insurance to an additional 4 hundred thousand low-
income Virginians.  

Medicaid Bill
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over -Sound Byte
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.11.18

Tennessee's Speaker of the House wants the state to require some Tenn 
care recipients to have jobs.  The announcement comes after Medicaid 
officials issued guidance today outlining how states can mandate 
employment for certain recipients.  It directs states in favor of such 
mandates to apply for a waiver.  Tennessee House Speaker Beth Harrell 
says she will introduce legislation directing Tennessee to file a waiver.  It 
would impose work requirements for able-bodied, working age adults 
without dependent children younger than 6.  Ten other states have already 
applied for waivers involving work requirements including North Carolina
and Kentucky.

North am Inauguration



Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.14.18

Ralph North am was sworn in as the 73rd Governor of Virginia Saturday.  
Around 4 thousand people came out to Richmond's Capital Square to 
watch the Inaugural Address.  Governor North am said his administration 
was sent to Richmond by voters to look past political parties and focus on 
solving problems in areas like health care, gun violence and income 
inequality.  Following a parade, Governor North am and his wife, Pam, 
danced at the Inaugural Ball.  He said, “It's going to be a great 2018.  We're
looking forward to the next 4 years.  We couldn't have done it without your
help.”  Governor North am is taking over the seat from democrat Terry 
Cauliflower, who was also at the ceremony.  He said, “Virginia, it has been
a great ride.  Being your Governor has been the honor of my life.”

North am Addresses General Assembly
Length:  1:15
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.15.18

Virginia's new Governor Ralph North am addressed the joint General 
Assembly for the first time this evening.  Governor North am, who was 
sworn in Saturday, laid out his agenda for the legislative session.  Tonight 
he told lawmakers he wants to focus on jobs and education, but his big 
push is expanding Medicaid.  Governor North am acknowledged Medicaid
expansion has been a dead-end discussion for many years.  He argued it's 
an opportunity to bring tax dollars home and help nearly 400,000 people 
who lack health coverage.  Today, he faced an early defeat in the Senate 



where a republican-led committee defeated a push for stricter gun laws.  
The panel also voted down a bill to expand mandatory background checks 
on gun buyers.

Martin Luther King, Jr. Road Update
Length:  1:10
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.15.18

It's been almost 3 months since the Johnson City Commission voted to 
honor Dr. King in a public way.  The commission ended a months long 
debate by designating University Parkway in honor of the civil rights 
leader.  The vote on November 2 was unanimous.  University Parkway 
from Market Street to Interstate 26 will be designated as the Martin Luther
King, Jr. Memorial Parkway.  The street will not be renamed, just 
designated.  That's so homes and businesses do not have to change 
addresses.  The designation requires approval from the Tennessee General 
Assembly.  Johnson City Mayor David Tomtit told us the request has been 
submitted to the legislature.  Johnson City hopes to have it approved by 
April.

Randy Boyd in Johnson City
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.16.18

A republican candidate for Tennessee Governor made a stop in Johnson 



City today.  He traveled here to talk with law enforcement.  Randy Boyd 
held a round table discussion with members of law enforcement agencies 
and district attorneys.  It's Boyd's third such meeting across the state.  He 
told us the issue he's hearing the most about it the opined epidemic.  Boyd 
told us if elected, he will declare a state of emergency because of the 
opined crisis in Tennessee and mobilize aggressive response. 

Rape Kits
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.17.18

The Tennessee State Comptroller's Office is urging state lawmakers to 
require an update on the backlog of rape kits across the state.  An audit 
from the comptroller's office says there are over 9,000 rape kits statewide 
that were waiting testing in July 2014.  A 2014 law required a report on 
kits that were not sent to the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation lab or 
other lab but did not require updates, expedited testing or mandatory 
turnaround times.  The audit also says TBI did not retain some 
documentation in the 2014 inventory, so auditors could not evaluate 
whether TBI accurately reported the backlog.

Virginia Seat Belts
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.18.18

A Virginia Senate panel killed a bill that would have made not wearing a 
seat belt a primary offense.  That means a police officer could immediately



issue a ticket.  The legislation would also have required rear seat 
passengers to wear safety belts.  Current Virginia law says only people in 
the front seat must wear seat belts.  Failure to do so is a secondary offense,
meaning you can be ticketed only if an officer stops you for another traffic 
violation.

Drones
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  6:30pm
Air Date:  1.19.18

Johnson City announced its unmanned aerial vehicle or UAV program is 
ready to take flight.  The city is set to use drones in a variety of ways 
including project management, public safety, economic development, 
mapping and surveying.  The city has two Federal Aviation Administration
Certified Pilots to operate the drones.  One is police officer Steve Crow.  
He said the program allows police to have another set of eyes to assess 
places and situations officers could not before.

Wheel Tax Exemption
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McCoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.22.18

A proposal to exempt drivers from a recent wheel tax hike in Hawkins 
County failed this morning.  The exemption was for drivers 80 years of 
age and older.  Hawkins County Commissioner Michael Harrell told us the



first vote on the measure fai8led this morning.  The commissioner says the 
measure would have impacted more than 1700 licensed drivers in the 
county.

Opined Plan
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.22.18

Tennessee Governor Bill Ha slam unveiled his plan to fight the state's 
opined crisis.  The plan is called TN Together.  It is a 30 million dollar 
legislative initiative he spelled out at a news conference this afternoon in 
Nashville.  The plan calls for $25 million to pay for drug treatment for 
needy Tennesseans.  The state acknowledged today there's a desperate 
need for more treatment options.  TN Together also calls for more 
specialists in emergency rooms, more agent positions with the Tennessee 
Bureau of Investigation and an increased supply of the overdose reversing 
drug alone.  The governor says the TN Together plan is comprised of three 
components:  prevention, treatment and law enforcement.

McKinley
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.24.18

A Tri-Cities veterans says he's officially in the race for the United States 
Congress.  Todd McKinley just retired from the Army and has never held 



public office.  He told us tonight he's sent his candidate petition to the state
election office to put his name on the ballot in the First Congressional 
District Republican Primary.  Dr. Phil Roe is in his fifth term and has yet 
to confirm if he will seek re-election.  

VA Immigrant Drivers License
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.25.18

A state senate committee killed a bill that would give undocumented 
immigrants driving privileges in Virginia.  Republicans on the State Senate
Transportation Committee killed the legislation.  It marks the third year in 
a row the bill failed to advance.  

Medicaid Expansion Killed
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.26.18

A senate committee stopped an effort to expand Medicaid in Virginia.  The
legislation would have expanded coverage to hundreds of thousands of 
lower-income people across the Commonwealth.  Voting along party lines, 
the Senate Education and Health Committee tabled the bill.  The Federal 
Affordable Care Act encouraged states to expand Medicaid.  Virginia's 
neighboring states including West Virginia, Tennessee and Kentucky have 
already expanded their coverage.  Democrats, including newly elected 



Governor Ralph Northam, have made Medicaid expansion a top priority.

VA Medicaid Expansion
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.29.18

Republicans appear to be softening their opposition to expanding Virginia's
Medicaid program.  House Speaker Kirk Cox sent a letter to democratic 
Governor Ralph Northam saying his caucus is wiling to being talks on the 
subject.  Cox said any discussion must include work requirements and 
other reforms favored by the GOP.  

State of the State
Length: 2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.29.18

Governor Bill Haslam delivered some bold statements in his final State of 
the State Address.  The republican called Tennessee “a better place today 
than it has ever been before,” and he “wants to lead the nation in jobs and 
education.”  In his budget proposal, Haslam increased funding for strides 
in K-12 education.  He also announced a juvenile justice reform act that 
would focus on the most serious offenders for intervention.  The opioid 
epidemic is another issue critical to the state with a plan from the 
Governor announced last week.  Minority democrats said the $30 million 
dollar plan is not much of an attack.  They want $250 million in the state 



budget pulled from the rainy day fund.  The governor also announced a 
“Complete to Compete” plan aimed at helping college students stay on 
track to graduation.  

Beavers Drops Out of Governor Race
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.30.18

The republican race for Tennessee governor narrowed by one today.  
Former State Senator Mae Beavers announced she is ending her campaign.
On Facebook, the former lawmaker said it was not a light decision because
people embraced her conservative message.  Beavers wrote she is looking 
forward to her retirement after decades of serving as an elected official.  
Records show she only raised $163,000 for her campaign from July 
through mid-January.  Beaver's departure from the race leaves 4 major 
republicans in the field:  U.S. Representative Diane Black, State House 
Speaker Beth Harwell and businessmen Randy Boyd and Bill Lee.  The 
democratic field includes former Nashville Mayor Karl Dean and State 
House Minority Leader Craig Fitzhugh.

Thompson Campaign
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.30.18

It's been 4 years since a sex discrimination and harassment lawsuit 



involving former county clerk David Thompson resulted in his resignation.
Now, Thompson filed a petition to return to the office.  Thompson resigned
in 2014 amid allegations of sexual harassment by several women.  
Thompson signed an agreement to resign from office in exchange for an 
end to the lawsuit filed against him.  Tuesday afternoon, Thompson sent us
an email statement saying, “I deeply regret the events that took place 
leading up to my resignation in 2014.  I have made mistakes, but my 
mistakes are not what define me.”  Fifty-five people signed Thompson's 
election petition qualifying him to be on the ballot.  He will face 
incumbent Lori Bryant.  The deadline for other candidates to appear on the
ballot is February 15.

TN Abortion Bill
Length:  :45
Format:  Graphic – Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.31.18

Two state republican lawmakers are proposing a ban on Tenncare 
reimbursements to abortion providers for non-abortion services.  
Representative Jimmy Matlock and State Senator Mike Bell are 
sponsoring the bill.  The measure directs Tennessee officials to request a 
Medicaid waiver from the Federal Government.  It would exclude 
providers from Tenncare if direct or indirect use of state money will 
promote or support elective abortions.  Tennessee advocates for Planned 
Parenthood say the bill would have a devastating effect by preventing 
women from accessing birth control and cancer screenings at planned 
parenthood health centers.

Gubernatorial Candidates – Finances
Length:  :20
Format:  Graphic



Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.1.18

A new report shows who is in the lead financially in the race for Tennessee
Governor from July to mid-January.  Congresswoman Diane Black raised 
the most money from donors with more than $1.7 million dollars.  House 
Speaker Beth Harwell ended with the most money - $5 million.

Buffalo Valley Golf Course
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.5.18

A shut down Tri-Cities municipal golf course has a potential buyer tonight.
The town of Unicoi wants to purchase the former Buffalo Valley Golf 
Course.  The city of Johnson City closed Buffalo Valley Golf Course at the
end of last year.  The city says it was losing too much money.  With a 
Wednesday deadline approaching to take offers for the land, the town of 
Unicoi voted tonight to submit a bid of $400,000.  

Sensabaugh for Mayor
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.6.18



David Crockett High School's suspended head football coach Gerald 
Sensabaugh says he turned in his petition yesterday to run for Sullivan 
County Mayor.  The Sullivan County Election Commission confirmed 
Sensabaugh turned in the paperwork.  According to the commission's 
website, Sensabaugh is running as an independent.  The election 
commission's website shows one other person has filed paperwork, current
Mayor Richard Venable.  Voters go to the polls for the county general 
election August 2.

Roe Announcement
Length:  1:25
Format: Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  6:30pm
Air Date:  2.8.18

This afternoon, Republican Congressman Dr. Phil Roe announced he will 
seek another term in office.  In a statement to News channel 11, 
Representative Roe said he believes he can help ensure the voices of East 
Tennesseans are heard on some of the most important issues facing our 
region and nation.  He added that he's excited about opportunities that lie 
ahead for our country and that is why he decided to seek a 6th term in 
Congress.  

Elizabethton Twins
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.8.18



A major league baseball team now faces a deadline to commit to keeping a
minor league team in the Tri-Cities.  Tonight, Elizabethton City Council 
voted unanimously to set a February 28 deadline for the Minnesota Twins 
to confirm they will keep a rookie league team in the city beyond the 
upcoming season.  City leaders have spent months trying to reach a deal 
with the Twins management.  The city committed to making 1.5 million 
dollars in upgrades to the stadium where the Twins play.  Tonight, council 
members were told the Twins have not yet responded to the latest contract 
offer.  Regardless of what happens, the Twins will play the 2018 season in 
Elizabethton.  Tonight, city leaders approved a 1 year extension for the 
team.

Tomita Mayor Run?
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Curtis McCloud
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.13.18

Johnson City Mayor David Tomita said he is considering a run for 
Washington County, TN Mayor.  Tomita filed a petition to run for County 
Trustee and also picked up a petition to run for Mayor.  He told News 
Channel 11 today that after strong encouragement, and support from 
people in the city and county, he is considering launching a campaign for 
Mayor this Thursday.  Tomita stepped down as county commissioner soon 
after he became Mayor of Johnson City.

Blackburn
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm



Air Date:  2.13.18

A candidate for United States Senate today said anyone who thinks she 
can't win in the November general election is a “plain sexist pig.”  
Republican U.S. Representative Marsha Blackburn's campaign 
spokesperson released the statement today after reports that some 
Republicans are encouraging U.S. Senator Bob Corker not to retire.  Those
reports claimed republicans feared democrats could win the seat.  The 
Blackburn campaign said she isn't worried about, “these ego-driven, tired 
old men.”  Former democratic Tennessee Governor Phil Bredesen is also a 
candidate in the race.

Unicoi Ambulance Service
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.15.18

People who live in Unicoi County may soon see a change in local 
ambulance service.  Tonight, Unicoi County commissioners met with 
Erwin Town Council.  Several leaders said they want another alternative to
their current provider Medic One.  Two options were presented for 
creating and funding an independent ambulance service.  Unicoi County 
leaders will meet on February 26 and possibly vote on what to do.  

Johnson City Commission
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm



Air Date:  2.15.18

The future of a former Tri-Cities golf course is still uncertain.  Johnson 
City shut down Buffalo Valley Golf Course after years of losing money.  
The Town of Unicoi offered to buy the 145 acre property for $400,000.  
That's the only offer so far.  Tonight, Johnson City Commission decided to 
wait before making a decision.  

Kingsport City Hall
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.20.18

The Kingsport Board of Mayor and Alderman voted to purchase a building
that will soon house City Hall.  More than 100 Kingsport City employees 
will soon move into the Regions Bank building.  The $7.2 million deal has 
been years in the making.  The vote to purchase the building was 
unanimous.  The city plans to consolidate the city's 4 existing government 
buildings into one.  The plan also calls for all court rooms to move into the
Justice Center with a new security area for one secure space.  The building 
will be broken into 2 parts.  The bank will remain open for a period of time
on floors 1 and 2.  Floors 3 through 6 will be renovated.  At the same time,
the city will renovate the Justice Center.  Renovations are scheduled to 
start this fall.  The city hopes to complete the move by Summer 2020.

Crowe Suicide Bill
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Katie Parks



Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.22.18

A Senate committee approved legislation to address Tennessee's growing 
number of adult suicides.  State Senator Rusty Crowe from Johnson City 
sponsors the legislation.  He chairs the Senate Health and Welfare 
Committee.  The measure calls for a team of health officials to advise the 
General Assembly how best to use prevention resources.  Senator Crowe 
says almost twice as many Tennesseans die by suicide than homicide.

Dominion Rates
Length:  :40
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  6:30pm
Air Date:  2.23.18

Customers of Virginia's largest electric utility would see a short term 
reduction in their bills under legislation advancing through the General 
Assembly, but new charges could follow.  If the proposal passes, 
Dominion Energy says the typical customer paying about $116 a month 
would see their bills drop by $6 in the short term.  That is due to rebates of 
$200 million and new savings from recent federal tax breaks.  Dominion 
Energy customers could also eventually see new charges of $120 a year or 
even more to pay for burying power lines, new grid updates and new wind 
and solar projects.  Lawmakers are set to vote on the legislation next week.

Harwell Cannabis
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks



Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.26.18

A bill to legalize medical marijuana in Tennessee is gaining republican 
support.  Today, House Speaker Beth Harwell, who is also running for 
Governor, announced she would sponsor the bill.  The measure would 
allow chemical extracts from cannabis in an oil based for to be used 
strictly for medical purposes.  Harwell says medical marijuana has shown 
promise in alleviating seizures and opioid withdrawal.  

Unicoi Ambulance Service
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.26.18

The Unicoi County Commission tabled a vote on the future of its 
ambulance service.  Two weeks ago, our Community Watchdog 
investigation revealed the county's current ambulance service is violating 
its contract.  Tonight, commissioners were set to discuss and vote on how 
to address the alleged contract violations with Medic One.  Our 
investigation showed the company is failing to adequately staff some 
shifts, along with 2 advanced life support ambulances at all times.  The 
commission voted unanimously to table tonight's vote.  The commission 
plans to discuss more at an ambulance committee meeting.  The committee
hopes to have that meeting within the next 10 days.  After that, the full 
commission must vote.

Corker
Length:  :40



Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  6:30pm
Air Date:  2.27.18

United States Senator Bob Corker of Tennessee is standing by his decision 
to retire.  Some Tennessee republicans were privately urging him to 
reconsider and run against Marsha Blackburn.  Corker's chief of staff 
confirmed his decision not to run to our sister station, WKRN, in Nashville
this morning. 

Virginia Cannabis Oil
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.28.18

Lawmakers in Virginia hope to expand the legal uses of cannabis oil.  
Right now, doctors in the Commonwealth can only issue certifications for 
patients with a condition called intractable epilepsy.   It's when seizures 
cannot be controlled with treatment.  Legislation now in the General 
Assembly would open treatment to any diagnosed condition a doctor sees 
fit.  The House and the Senate versions of the bill passed unanimously.  
The Senate bill now goes back for a final vote.  

Elizabethton Manager Retires
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm



Air Date:  3.1.18

Elizabethton's city manager says he plans to retire soon.  Jerome Kitchens 
confirmed with News Channel 11 he will retire in April.  Kitchens became 
interim city manager of Elizabethton in 2013 and was soon afterward 
voted in permanently.  In a letter to the city council sent earlier this 
evening, Kitchens said he set a personal goal to remain city manager for 5 
years, a goal he reached back in January.  Kitchens' last day is April 6.

Greene County Mayor
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Caroline Corrigan
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.3.18

Those vying to become Greene County's next mayor had the opportunity 
to address the public at a community forum at Chuckey Doak High 
School.  Over 100 people came out Saturday night to hear from  them.  
Each candidate had the chance to respond to questions from the audience.  
Topics like school safety, consolidation, historical symbols and the 
economy were discussed.  All candidates agreed every school in Greene 
County needed to have a school resource officer.  The candidates were 
divided when it came to school consolidation.  Nine people are on the 
ballot.  Seven attended the forum.  

Elizabethton Interim Manager
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm



Air Date:  3.8.18

City leaders in Elizabethton chose an interim city manager tonight.  By a 
vote of 5 to 2 they selected Jon Hartman to run day to day city business 
while a search for  a new city manager moves forward.  Hartman currently 
is the city planning director.  Next month, city manager Jerome Kitchens 
will retire after 5 years as city manager.

Virginia Utilities Bill
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.9.18

Virginia's governor approved legislation to make it easier for utilities to 
improve the electric grid.  Governor Ralph Northam signed the bill into 
law despite warnings from Attorney General Mark Herring.  He says the 
legislation could allow utilities to charge higher than necessary prices.  
Governor Northam called it a fair compromise that will help Virginia catch
up to other states in the use of renewable energy and advanced technology.

Wolfe Resigns
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.12.18



A Tri-Cities mayor resigned tonight after almost 10 years on the job.  Kelly
Wolfe stepped down as mayor of Jonesborough.  He said his construction 
business is booming and he wants to spend more time with his family.  
Wolfe's resignation at the board of mayor and alderman meeting took 
effect immediately.  Longtime alderman Chuck Vest was chosen as the 
new mayor.

TN Medical Cannabis
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  3.14.18

The road to medical cannabis in Tennessee hit a bump today.  The bill was 
postponed for the second time in full committee Wednesday.  Sponsor 
Jeremy Faison said the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation noticed there 
was nothing to prevent felons from operating a grow facility.  
Representative Faison said that would be changed with an amendment 
ready by next week.  The overall bill allows an oil form of cannabis for 
medical purposes only in such things as pills, patches or ointments and no 
smoking of the plant.  The bill also cites medical conditions for the 
cannabis oil and lays out how a new commission would oversee licensing 
and distribution.  There's lingering opposition from senate leaders and Lt. 
Governor Randy McNally predicts the bill will fail.  

Medicaid Work Requirements
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.19.18



The TN State House passed legislation that aims to create work 
requirements for some TennCare recipients.  The bill seeks a waiver from 
the federal government to allow the work requirements.  The measure 
would require able bodied TennCare recipients without children under the 
age of 6 to work or volunteer 20 hours a week.  Governor Bill Haslam has 
said he would sign the bill.  The legislation still needs approval from the 
Senate.

TN Budget – School Safety
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.20.18

$30 million is how much Governor Bill Haslam wants to spend to improve
school safety.  The Governor's office says the proposal to the state budget 
includes $25 million in non-recurring funding and $5 million in recurring 
school safety grants.  Just exactly what the money will fund will partly be 
determined by recommendations from the Governor's Working Group on 
School Safety.  The Governor's budget amendment also includes $3 
million to help districts put safety belts on their school buses.  A bill to do 
that statewide failed in the General Assembly last year.

Medicaid Expansion
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.21.18



Virginia Governor Ralph Northam says he has a plan to keep the state 
government from shutting down in July.  The Governor announced he will 
propose a budget that includes Medicaid expansion when lawmakers 
return for a special session in April.  The General Assembly adjourned 
without passing a budget after it could not reach an agreement on the 
expansion.  Governor Northam says his proposal will guide the discussion.

Knob Creek Tunnel
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.22.18

Johnson City leaders are trying to move forward with the construction of a 
new road in the north part of the city.  They want to eliminate what's 
known as the Knob Creek tunnel.  It's the one lane connector that often 
gets clogged with traffic.  Commissioners are trying to get the right of way
to build a 5 lane road from State of Franklin to Knob Creek that crosses 
the railroad tracks.  That's not yet complete, and the city still does not have
all the money to build the road.  Mayor David Tomita says the project is 
not behind schedule.  But he says there's a $12 million funding gap before 
construction can begin, and he hopes money will come from local, state 
and federal sources.

Transgender Military Ban
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over – Graphics
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.23.18



President trump is issuing an order to ban transgender people from serving 
in the military.  The White House says the ban applies to all except under 
limited circumstances.  The White House adds retaining troops who are 
transgender quote, “presents considerable risk to military effectiveness and
lethality.”  The move reverses an Obama-era plan to allow transgender 
people to serve openly.  President Trump tweeted he would make the 
reversal last year, triggering several legal challenges.

District Attorney Death
Length:  1:40
Format:  Graphics – Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  11pm
Air Date: 3.25.18

A Tri-Cities district attorney died in Nashville.  After hearing the news, 
people across the viewing area have been sending condolences to the 
family of District Attorney General Tony Clark.  Police in Nashville say he
died at a Nashville hotel Sunday from apparent natural causes.  People we 
spoke remember Clark as a kind man with a big personality who took care 
of business in the courtroom.

Daylight Saving Time
Length:  :20
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.27.18



Tennessee will not remain on daylight saving time – at least for now.  State
lawmakers introduced a bill that would make daylight saving time a 
standard all year.  Today, the bill was deferred.  Lawmakers will take a 
closer look at the measure this summer.

Medical Cannabis
Length:  1:40
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  3.28.18

The legalization of medical cannabis in Tennessee is a step closer to reality
tonight.  The House Criminal Justice Committee voted 9 to 2 in favor of 
the bill after nearly 2 hours of testimony.  Law enforcement countered on a
number of fronts from the Tennessee Highway Patrol worried about traffic 
deaths because of cannabis.  The bill, as written now, decriminalizes 
possession of medical cannabis oil products for certain conditions.  Today's
vote is just one step for medical cannabis in Tennessee, but its road 
remains uncertain.  The bill is expected to be in the House Health 
Committee and Senate Judiciary Committee next week.

Funding for Abortion Providers
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.29.18

It's up to Tennessee Governor Bill Haslam whether to sign legislation 



seeking federal approval to ban TennCare payments to abortion providers 
for non-abortion services.  In a 24-2 vote, the Senate passed Republican 
Senator Mike Bell's bill.  The House passed it earlier this month.  The 
proposal would apply to elective abortion providers performing 50 or more
abortions annually.  State and federal law already ban Medicaid funding 
with some exceptions.

Registration Deadline
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Slater Teague
Show:  7am
Air Date:  3.31.18

If you're planning to vote in upcoming elections, an important deadline is 
approaching.  Monday is the deadline to register to vote in county primary 
elections in Tennessee.  Early voting for county primaries begins April 11 
through April 26.  Elections are May 1.  to request an absentee ballot, you 
have until April 24.   



HEALTH

Blueberries
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.2.18

Blueberries might one day lead to a treatment for cervical cancer.  
Scientists at the University of Missouri went into the lab to test whether 
blueberry extract could make cancer cells more responsive to radiation 
therapy.  They found the combination decreased cancer cells by 70%.  
Researchers hope to eventually test the blueberry extract on humans to see 
if it can help cancer patients.

Flu Numbers
Length:  :45
Format:  Graphics
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.3.18

Hospitals around our region continue to diagnose more than a hundred 
cases of influenza a week.  A spokesperson for Mountain States Health 
Alliance told us the system's hospitals and emergency rooms diagnosed 
293 cases the week of Christmas.  That's about 50 more than the week 
before.  Those numbers do not include urgent care clinics.  Wellmont 
Health System told us its hospitals and ER departments diagnosed 128 



cases during the week of Christmas...that's down from the previous week's 
144.  

Cancer Deaths
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.5.18

A new report estimates more than 600,000 Americans will die of cancer 
this year.  Overall, the death rate has been going down for decades, 
dropping 26% since 1991.  The American Cancer Society says the 
improvement is largely because of early detection and a decline in 
cigarette smoking.

Flu Deaths
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.8.18

Tennessee health officials say a pregnant woman died from the flu.  This 
marks the 4th death from the flu in Tennessee this season.  Last week 
officials announced the deaths of 3 children due to the virus.  Flu activity 
is widespread across the United States and Tennessee.  Health officials say 
children and pregnant women are among those at higher risk due to the flu.
So are people over the age of 63.  



Johnson City Medical Center Stroke Center
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Jordan Moore
Show:  5:30pm
Air Date:  1.9.18

Northeast Tennessee and southwest Virginia are considered to have some 
of the highest rates of stroke in the country.  Now, officials at Mountain 
States Health Alliance say people will have access to a comprehensive 
stroke center.  It is the only one of its kind in the region.  The certification 
means JCMC joins a group of about 150 healthcare organizations in the 
nation that are able to provide advanced and highly specialized stroke care.

Infant Deaths
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.10.18

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention says about 3500 babies 
die each year in the United States due to sleep-related causes including 
sudden infant death syndrome and accidental suffocation.  The agency says
about 20% of mothers reported placing their babies to sleep on their side 
or stomach, and about 40% reported using soft bedding in the baby's sleep 
area.  Both go against doctor recommendations.

MSHA Flu Death
Length:  :40



Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.11.18

State health officials say an elderly woman who died from the flu in our 
region is the 5th death this flu season in Tennessee.  Mountain States Health
Alliance confirmed the death today.  The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention reports more than 100 people have died from the flu so far this 
season.  

Flu
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.12.18

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention says flu activity continues
to spread across the country. The CDC considers it widespread in all states 
except Hawaii.  The latest data show the United States could be in for a 
severe season.  The H3N2 strain is dominating the season, which tends to 
cause more severe illness, hospitalizations and deaths, especially in 
children and older adults.  So far, 20 children have died.  The CDC urges 
anyone who has not been vaccinated for the flu to get the shot now, even 
though the season may be peaking.  The CDC says there could be upwards 
of 13 more weeks of flu season still to come.  It adds the vaccine 
effectiveness could be in the 30% range this season.  That's lower than 
normal.

Hospitals Increase Restrictions



Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.12.18

Wellmont and Mountain States Health Alliance are increasing visitation 
restrictions due to the rising risk of the flu.  Thursday, Mountain States 
said an elderly person died from the flu.  According to the state department
of health, that death is the 5th in Tennessee.  Hospitals say anyone with flu-
like symptoms and anyone younger than 18 should not visit patients.  The 
also ask that no more than 2 adults visit a patient at a time.

CDC Nuclear Session Postponed
Length:  :30
Format: Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.15.18

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is no longer holding a 
session tomorrow on nuclear disaster preparedness.  The CDC originally 
planned for the presentation to take place at its Atlanta headquarters 
tomorrow with a live stream for anyone who wanted to watch.  The CDC's 
website now says tomorrow's stream will be about the flu.  The website 
says the nuclear disaster lecture will be rescheduled.

Sneezing
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy



Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.16.18

Doctors warn holding in your sneezes can be dangerous to your health.  
That's according to a new report in the BMJ Case Reports Medical Journal.
It highlights the case of a 34-year old man who suffered an injury to his 
neck while holding in a sneeze.  The force of the squelched sneeze sent air 
and matter crashing into the back of his throat.  Doctors found air bubbles 
in his soft tissues and a small tear in his trachea.  He did not need surgery, 
but the man was hospitalized for 2 weeks.  Sneezes can produce 
pressurized air that can explode at speeds up to 100 miles an hour.

Shriners Breaks Ties
Length:  1:00
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Josh Smith
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.16.18

Shriners Hospitals for Children announced it will no longer operate a 
pediatric orthopedic clinic at Johnson City Medical Center.  The 
announcement came after a little more than a year after it opened.  
Mountain States Health Alliance said Shriners no longer considered the 
clinic to be profitable.  Shriners confirmed the hospital no longer fits in its 
long-term plans.  Mountain States says the clinic will remain open under 
the management of Niswonger Children's Hospital.  The physician who 
leads the clinic will remain in Johnson City.  Shriners said it will cover 
transportation costs for patients who choose to travel to its hospital in 
Greenville, South Carolina. 

Walmart Opioids



Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.17.18

Walmart will provide a first of its kind solution that properly disposes of 
leftover opioid medications.  Dispose RX is emptied into a pill bottle with 
warm water and chemicals turn the drugs into a gel.  The solution will be 
available at no cost.

Flu Deaths
Length:  :50
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.18.18

Hospital officials say more people in our region have died from the flu, 
and they say the type of flu strain that's going around is particularly 
serious.  Today, a Mountains States spokesperson told us now 6 people in 
their facilities died from flu related complications this flu season.  
Wellmont Health System reported one death.  Heal experts say with this 
strain, no one is safe, “It causes more severe illness and we see more 
deaths related to flu in otherwise normally healthy people.”  Health 
officials advise you to get a flu shot, wash your hands, and if you're sick, 
stay home.

Depression
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over



Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.22.18

New evidence shows cognitive behavioral therapy is a clinically and cost-
effective way to treat adolescents diagnosed with depression.  The study 
published in Pediatrics finds teens who have therapy recover faster than 
using antidepressant medication.

Pregnancy
Length:  :25
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.24.18

New research suggests women who take probiotics during pregnancy may 
lower their risk of pre-eclampsia.  That is a condition that can lead to 
severe complications for mother and child.  Researchers in Norway found 
taking probiotics may also lower the risk of premature birth.

Stroke Medicine
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.26.18

Combining medications to lower both blood pressure and cholesterol may 



help prevent strokes.  A study presented at the International Stroke 
Conference tracked more than 12,000 people.  It found that taking daily 
doses of blood pressure and cholesterol drugs cut first-time strokes by 
44%.

Free Medical & Dental Care
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over – Graphic
Reporter:  Slater Teague
Show:  7pm
Air Date:  1.29.18

This week, an area organization and a local church are teaming up to 
provide free medical and dental care.  Appalachian Miles for Smiles will 
hold the event at Kingsport's Indian Springs Baptist Church Glenwood 
Campus on February 1 and 2.  Blood pressure and blood sugar checks, 
dental x-rays and dental checkups are some of the services offered at the 
clinic.  The event kicks off at 7:45 each morning and continues until 5.  
Patients are seen by appointment only.  You may make one by calling the 
number on your screen.

Hearing Screenings
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  1.30.18

Johnson City is giving seniors an opportunity to get free hearing 
screenings.  Senior Services at Memorial Park Community Center on Bert 
Street will host the event.  An East Tennessee Hearing audiologist will 



perform the screenings for those 50 and older.  The event is Thursday, 
February 8 from 9 until 11:30.  Spots are limited.  To schedule an 
appointment, call 423.434.6237.

Merger Approved
Length:  2:00
Format:  Graphics – Package
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  1.31.18

Our region's top two health systems gained final state approval to merge 
into one new company.  This afternoon, the state of Tennessee issued 
Certificate of Public Advantage or COPA to Mountain States Health 
Alliance and Wellmont Health System.  The new company, Ballad Health, 
will control 21 hospitals – almost every one – in the Tri-Cities region.  The
company will employ more than 15,000 people.  The hospitals plan to 
publicly launch Ballad Health at a news conference Friday morning.  
Tonight, Mountain States Health Alliance offered a brief statement saying 
the hospital systems are excited to take the next steps together as Ballad 
Health.  The systems also offered gratitude to everyone who worked to 
make the merger happen.

Standing
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.1.18

Standing instead of sitting for 6 hours a day could help people lose weight 



over the long term.  Mayo Clinic researchers found standing burned .15 
calories per minute more than sitting.  That could lead to a loss of 5.5 
pounds in one year and 22 pounds over 4 years.

Arthritis
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.5.18

More rheumatologists are needed in the workforce to treat the aging baby 
boomer patient population.  According to two studies, there simply are not 
enough specialists in the arthritis field to meet the growing demand, 
despite an increase in training programs.

Fries & Baldness
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.6.18

They may not be healthy when it comes to your waistline, but french fries 
may be good for your hairline.  Japanese scientists say they found a new 
treatment for hair loss.  According to a paper published in the Journal 
Biomaterials, scientists were able to regrow hair in mice using the method.
Newsweek said the method uses the same type of silicon used by some fast
food restaurants.  The silicon is often added to french fries to prevent 
frothing.  That chemical helped the scientists mass produce hair follicle 
germs, a key ingredient in hair growth.  Preliminary research suggests the 



same method will be just as successful when it's used on people.

Hot Tea
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.6.18

Drinking hot tea is linked to a substantially increased risk of developing 
esophageal cancer, but only in people who also drink alcohol excessively 
and smoke.  Researchers in China found the risk was 5 times greater for 
that population.

Schools Closed Due to Illness
Length:  1:00
Format:  Graphics
Reporter:  Justin Soto
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.7.18

The flu and other illnesses forced 3 school systems to cancel classes for 
the rest of the week.  Hancock County Schools, Tri-Cities Christian and 
University School canceled school because of low attendance due to the 
flu, strep throat, and stomach virus.  Knox County Schools closed Monday
and Tuesday to fight off illnesses.  They resumed classes today but decided
to close the rest of the week after attendance did not improve.  Sevier 
County Schools are also closed the rest of the week.  Over the past 2 days 
at University School about 60 students were out sick.  That is about 10% 
of the student body.  Today, that number increased to 80.  Students were 
complaining of head colds, respiratory problems, stomach viruses, strep 



throat and the flu.  The janitorial staff is working while school is closed to 
clean and sanitize.  

Whooping Cough
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.7.18

Health officials in North Carolina report a case of whooping cough at 
Watauga High School in Boone.  The Appalachian District Health 
Department confirmed the diagnosis.  Whooping cough is a highly 
contagious respiratory disease that can be prevented with a vaccine.  The 
virus can be very serious, even deadly for infants.  The health department 
is working closely with the school to make sure the virus does not spread.

CDC Flu Report
Length:  1:05
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  6:30pm
Air Date:  2.9.18

A flu report released today by the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention says this flu season continues to intensify and is now as bad as 
the Swine Flu epidemic 9 years ago.  The CDC report showed 1 out of 13 
visits to the doctor last week was for fever, cough and other symptoms of 
the flu.  That ties the highest level seen in the United States during the 
2009 H1N1 Swine Flu pandemic.  The statistic surpasses every winter flu 
season since 2003.  The CDC expects the situation to worsen because the 



flu season has not yet peaked, and it is unclear when that will happen.

Oxycontin
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.12.18

The company that makes Oxycontin says it stopped promoting it to 
physicians today.  Purdue Pharma also said over the weekend that it is 
cutting 
its sales force in half.  The move came after Purdue Pharma and other drug
makers faced a string of lawsuits from state and local governments.  
Oxycontin is a highly addictive opioid.  Some lawsuits accused Purdue 
Pharma of downplaying its risks, while overstating its benefits as a 
painkiller.  The CDC says opioids were involved in more than 42,000 
deaths in the United States in 2016.  The drug maker denies wrong-doing 
and says its products account for only 2% of opioids prescribed in the 
nation.

Kidney Stones
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.13.18

Kidney stones are becoming more common in men and women.  A new 
study from the Mayo Clinic finds the trend is due in part to CT scans that 
are finding stones that would have previously not been diagnosed.  The 



highest increases were in women 18 to 39 years old.

Free Blood Pressure Screenings
Length:  :25
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.16.18

If you are 50 years of age or older, you can get a free blood pressure 
screening at an upcoming event.  Memorial Park Community Center in 
Johnson City will offer the free screenings on Wednesday, February 21st 
from 10 until Noon.  ETSU Gatton College of Pharmacy students will be 
there with information about managing blood pressure and medications.  
No registration is required.

Autism
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.19.18

A new blood and urine test could soon be used to diagnose autism.  A team
of British researchers found children with autism have higher levels of 
damage to proteins in the blood plasma.

Peanut Allergy
Length:  :45



Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.20.18

The first treatment to help prevent serious peanut allergy reactions could 
be on the horizon.  California-based Aimmune Therapeutics says its daily 
capsules of peanut flour helped sensitize children to nuts in a major study.  
Millions of children have peanut allergies, and some may have life-
threatening reactions if accidentally exposed to them.  Doctors have been 
testing daily doses of peanut flour, contained in a capsule and sprinkled 
over food as a way to prevent that.  The company says 67% of kids who 
had its treatment were able to tolerate about 2 peanuts at the end of the 
study, compared to only 4% of others given a dummy powder.  

Health Wagon
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphics
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  6:30pm
Air Date:  2.22.18

Mark your calendars for March 14 & 15.  That is when the Health Wagon 
will host a free health care fair.  Physical exams, blood work and various 
screenings are just some of the services health experts will offer.  The 
March 14th healthcare fair will take place from 9 until 4 at Zion Family 
Ministries in Wise, VA.  Thursday's event will take place at Enervest in the
Industrial Park in Clintwood.  Operating hours each day are from 9 until 4.

Elizabethton Flu Sprayer
Length:  :30



Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  2.22.18

Elizabethton City Schools now have a new tool to keep students healthy.  
A couple of weeks ago, we showed you how the University of Tennessee 
was using a special disinfectant sprayer.  Elizabethton City Schools say 
they are now using the Clorox Total 360 System in addition to their regular
cleaning.  The disinfectant spray gets in hard to reach places to kill 
bacteria and viruses, including flu, MRSA and the Norovirus.  School 
leaders say the system can disinfect a whole room in about a minute.  

Flu
Length:  :50
Format:  Graphics
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  2.23.18

Another person died from flu-related complications in the Tri-Cities 
region.  Ballad Health says 24 people have died from the flu in our region 
this season.  They report over 4100 positive cases have been identified in 
Ballad Health emergency rooms and hospitals.  Those numbers do not 
include urgent care facilities or private doctor offices.

Early Allergies
Length:  :35
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm



Air Date:  2.26.18

The early arrival of spring is a joy to behold for many, but it is a pain for 
those who suffer with allergies.  The season of itchy eyes and running 
noses is way ahead of schedule.  Doctors at the Allergy Asthma and Sinus 
Center in Knoxville say they have seen a dramatic increase in patients.  
Allergists say Bradford Pears are some of the earliest tree bloomers in the 
spring, and doctors say they typically see their first patients about a week 
after they bloom. 

Stroke Victim Recovery
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.5.18

Researchers in Scotland say caregivers should consider the social and 
emotional impact stroke victims face as part of their recovery.  They say 
balancing the need for hope with physical rehabilitation is essential.

Type 2 Diabetes
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.6.18

Type 2 diabetes patients have a new, less rigorous blood sugar control 



target.  Doctors used to recommend average blood sugar levels between 
6.5 and 7 percent.  Now, the American College of Physicians says the harm
can outweigh the benefits when taking medication to reach that goal.  It's 
recommending an A1C level between 7 and 8 percent.

DNA Cancer Testing
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.7.18

U.S. Regulators approved the first direct to consumer breast cancer gene 
test.  The Food and Drug Administration says it will require warnings 
about the limitations of the genetic information from California-based 23 
and Me.  The test, which analyzes DNA from saliva, can only detect 3 out 
of more than 1,000 known inherited BRCA gene mutations.  It cannot 
determine a person's overall risk of developing cancer.  The FDA says the 
test is not a substitute for regular medical checkups.

VA Prescription
Length:  :30
Format:  Graphic
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  6:30pm
Air Date:  3.7.18

Virginia lawmakers want to start monitoring prescription drugs issued for 
pets as the state battles the human opioid abuse crisis.  The bill, passed by 
the General Assembly and headed to the Governor's desk, would expand 
the state's prescription monitoring system to include certain animal 



medications.  The system already helps identify humans who visit multiple
doctors in search of painkillers.  The bill would make it easier to track pet 
owners who frequently seek drugs for animals that also have a high 
potential for human abuse.

Nurse Shortage
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.8.18

With America facing a shortage of nurses, hospital across the country are 
offering big incentives to attract qualified applicants.  Some hospitals are 
offering 5-figure signing bonuses and college tuition for employees and 
their children.  Others are providing free housing and up to 20,000 dollars 
in reimbursable relocation costs.  It comes as experienced nurses are 
retiring at a rapid rate.  The American Nurses Association estimates the 
U.S. Will need more than a million new registered nurses by 2022.

ICU VA
Length:  :45
Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  6:30pm
Air Date:  3.9.18

Patients, medical experts and Mountain Home Veterans Affairs officials 
celebrated a new intensive care unit with a ribbon cutting ceremony today. 
It took two years from approval to construction to complete the 13 new 
ICU rooms which stretch across 15,000 square feet.  Each room is 



equipped with technology to improve patient care.  It is called Tele-ICU.  
It allows specialists in Cincinnati to monitor patients.  ICU patients at 
Mountain Home will move in to the new unit beginning Wednesday, 
March 14.

Stroke
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.12.18

Researchers in London report over half of stroke survivors require support 
with tracking and taking their medications and that many are not getting 
the help they need.  Almost half of those who have one stroke go on to 
have another within the next 10 years.

Hot Flashes
Length:  :15
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.14.18

British researchers say they developed a new class of experimental drugs 
that can reduce hot flashes in menopausal women by a third within three 
days.  They say the compound also improved sleep and concentration in 
women.



SIDS
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.15.18

Mayo Clinic researchers found genetic heart diseases cause only 5% of 
SIDS deaths.  That's far fewer than previously thought.  They say more 
SIDS research is needed and surviving family members may no longer 
need genetic testing.

Emergency Room Visits
Length:  :40
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.20.18

Emergency room costs are skyrocketing.  The Health Care Cost Institute 
says ER visits averaged more than $1900 in 2016.  That is up more than 
31% from 2012.  The Institute says the hike was driven almost entirely by 
an increase in the prices charged by hospitals and also due to emergency 
rooms seeing a greater number of patients with more severe medical 
problems.  A professor at the University of California San Francisco says 
more emergency rooms now have access to advanced and pricey 
technology and patients want to have tests done in the ER rather than 
waiting to go to a lab or doctor's office after they are discharged.

Deadly Sinus Infections
Length:  :45



Format:  Voice Over – Sound Byte
Reporter:  Katie Parks
Show:  11pm
Air Date:  3.21.18

Sinus infections can be pretty common this time of year, but what is rare is
an infection so severe that it spreads to the brain.  That's what a mother in 
Tampa, Florida says happened to her son, Matthew.  He was diagnosed 
with the flu in February.  Doctors sent him home with medicine, but his 
mother said his symptoms worsened.  The parents took him to the 
emergency room where doctors told them a sinus infection spread to his 
brain.  Doctors rushed him in for emergency surgery.  The neurosurgeon 
who did the surgery said if they parents waited longer, Matthew might not 
have lived.  The boy is set to make a full recovery.

Male Birth Control
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over 
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.22.18

Researchers say male birth control pills are moving closer to becoming a 
reality.  The results of a study were presented Sunday at the annual 
Endocrine Society meeting in Chicago.  A safe and effective male birth 
control pill has been a longtime goal in medicine.  But for decades, such 
pills have been exclusively used by women.  Researchers said the sample 
size for this study was small, so there would need to be more research to 
assess any potential side effects.

Aging



Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.23.18

New findings show cutting calories by 15% for at least 2 years can slow 
aging.  Researchers in Louisiana say calorie restrictions can also protect 
against age-related diseases.

Sleep Trackers
Length:  1:30
Format:  Package
Reporter:  David McAvoy
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.26.18

People are now using their phones to track their sleep habits.  A new study 
from NYU School of Medicine looks at using popular phone apps that 
track sleep.  The study found sleep tracking is a constellation of other 
healthy habits.  People who reported sleep tracking also reported good 
nutrition and regular exercise habits.  The study also showed men are more
likely than women to track their sleep.  The most popular apps for sleep 
tracking in the study were Fit Bit, Lose It and Apple Health.  More study is
needed to see how effectively apps measure sleep and how those 
measurements can be used to gauge changes in sleep patterns.

Sinus Infections
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans



Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.27.18

Doctors often use antibiotics to treat sinus infections, but possibly for 
longer than necessary.  Research by the Centers for Disease Control finds 
most sinusitis patients are prescribed medication for 10 days or longer.  
The Infectious Disease Society of America recommends just a 5 to 7 day 
course to reduce use of unnecessary antibiotics.

Rubber Ducks
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Shira Evans
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.28.18

We have something for you to think about the next time you give your 
little ones baths.  A new study shows those rubber ducks that float around 
in the tub with them are full of bacteria and fungi.  Researchers borrowed 
rubber ducks from households and placed them in either clean or dirty 
water.  Researchers said 80% had potentially harmful bacteria cells.  
Researches are not exactly sure if the bacteria and fungi is harmful to kids.
In some cases, they say exposing children to microbes like this can result 
in a stronger immune system.

Super Resistant Gonorrhea
Length:  :30
Format:  Voice Over
Reporting:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.29.18



The first case of super-resistant gonorrhea has been reported in the United 
Kingdom.  Public Health England says the man is infected with a form of 
the bacteria that is completely resistant to the first line of treatment used 
against it.  The man caught the sexually transmitted disease in southeast 
Asia one month before his symptoms began.  Gonorrhea has been a 
growing concern for international health organizations as more cases have 
shown drug resistance.  The report states the man is being treated 
intravenously with an antibiotic that appears to be effective for now.  He 
will be tested again in April.

Lung Cancer Deaths
Length:  :20
Format:  Voice Over
Reporter:  Karissa Winstead
Show:  5pm
Air Date:  3.30.18

New research shows Central Appalachia and parts of the Midwest are two 
regions where women are still experiencing higher rates of lung cancer 
deaths.  Nationally, the rate has declined over more than a decade.  The 
study shows the death rate among women rose 13% in Central Appalachia 
and southern parts of the Midwest and by 7% in the northern Midwest.

Bad Allergies
Length:  2:00
Format:  Package
Reporter:  Slater Teague
Show:  7am
Air Date:  3.31.18



The sneezing season is upon us.  Local allergy clinics say there are things 
you can do to keep  your bad allergies from getting worse.  Doctors say 
trees start pollinating around the end of February. Then come the mold 
spores.  Dr. Laura Green said, “We know allergies are a trigger for asthma, 
particularly in children, letting just those symptoms go untreated or not 
diagnosed for a long time can develop into asthma later on.”  Doctors say 
over the counter antihistamines work well.  Another remedy is rinsing your
nose a couple times a day with warm salt water.  The Mayo Clinic advises 
people who suffer with allergies should stay indoors on dry, windy days.  
Patients should also wear protective masks when doing outdoor chores and
take off clothes you've worn outside and shower to rise off the pollen.


