
 

 

 

Issues Programs List 
Quarterly Issues Programs List 

Stations:  
WPDH, WPDA, WCZX, WEOK, WKXP, WZAD, WRRV, WWRB  

October 1, 2020 through December 31, 2020 

Section I. Issues 

The stations have identified the following topics as significant issues facing our community in this quarter: 

 

• COVID-19: People’s lives continue to be affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. Many people are 
still out of their pre-pandemic routines. Staying home with children who are remote learning and 
continuing to work from home. So many aspects of our lives continue to be a challenge. Tracking 
the progress of how the Hudson Valley is reacting to the Coronavirus with updates from 
community leaders is still highly important. 

• Veterans Assistance: Veterans continue to be a vulnerable population in our community. 
Getting them the services, they need is a priority for many organizations in the Hudson Valley 
region. The COVID-19 pandemic has had a direct effect on our local veterans. It has led to some 
becoming unemployed which has caused increases in isolation and financial insecurity. Making 
people aware of help that is available in our community continues to be a necessity. 

• Environmental Awareness: The Hudson Valley region is an area well used by its resident and 
visiting population. This year there have been many topics that have become news worthy due to 
environmental concerns. Wildlife management, weather patterns, restatement of the Bring Your 
Our Bag Act along with other concerns have put our local environment front and center. 

• Local Economy: This quarter the local economy was directly affected by the COVID-19 
Pandemic. Unemployment in the Hudson Valley remains an issue. Business closures and people 
working from home caused spending habits to change resulting in a shift in the local economy. 
Many people are experiencing personal economic hardships.  New York’s restricted opening has 
had a direct effect on local business and dollars. 

• Youth Education and Development: The Hudson Valley is an area with a growing youth 
population. Programs that help educate and improve our local youth are becoming more 
important for not just for the younger population but also for youth relations in the community. 
COVID 19 had a direct effect of some programs. 

 

 

 

 

 



Section II. Responsive Programs 
“In Touch” is a locally produced public affairs program that runs on all eight Poughkeepsie stations.   

The program airs every Sunday on WPDH and WPDA at 5am, WKXP and WEOK at 6am, WRRV and 
WRRB at 6:30am, and WCZX and WZAD at 11pm  

 
Date(s) 
Aired Description of Issue Discussed Duration  

10/4/2020 Our locally produced public affairs program discussed Local 
Economy: Paty Quyn and Jess Bouno hosted the show 
which discussed the Hudson Valley Fall Economy and how it 
depends on tourism. Everything from apple and pumpkin 
picking, to hay rides and haunted attractions all contribute to 
the local economy this time of year. We discussed what farm 
markets and haunted attractions have had to do to pivot 
because of COVID. The show also discussed how these 
businesses plan to accommodate larger groups during current 
restriction in hopes of maintaining their seasonal income. 
 

28:45 

10/11/2020 Our locally produced public affairs program discussed 
COVID-19: Rick Knight hosted and aired a press conference 
from New York State Governor Andrew Cuomo held 
previously during the week. The press conference specifically 
discussed the Hudson Valley region and the latest cluster 
outbreaks of COVID. The Governor spelled out the plan to 
handle the uptick in cases in the areas affected. 
 

31:43 

10/18/2020 Our locally produced public affairs program discussed 
Environmental Awareness: Paty Quyn hosted the show 
which discussed the return of the Bring Your Own Bag Act. Its 
mission was to end the use of single use plastic bags in New 
York State. The law was put on hold for a time during the 
COVID outbreak but was reinstated in October in the Hudson 
Valley. The show included the original press conference held 
at the Hudson River Maritime Museum in Kingston in April of 
2019 when the law was introduced. 
 

28:39 

10/25/2020 Our locally produced public affairs program discussed 
COVID-19: Paty Quyn hosted the show which discussed the 
new travel advisory put forth by New York State Governor 
Andrew Cuomo. The show also covered celebrating 
Halloween safely. A number of communities had set up safe 
trick or treating we covered those events and covered the 
New York State Department of Health’s guidelines for COVID 
Safe Halloween. 
 

27:59 

11/1/2020 Our locally produced public affairs program discussed 
Environmental Awareness: Paty Quyn hosted the show 
which included an interview with Missy Runyan from Friends 
of the Feathered & Furry Wildlife Center. The show covered 
the centers rehabilitation of wildlife that they are called to 
rescue and discussed the increase in lead poisoning among 

27:37 



animals in the wild. The lead poisoning is believed to be the 
result of lead being left behind in carcasses from Hunting with 
lead bullets. Eagles and other birds of prey have been the 
most affected. 
 

11/8/2020 Our locally produced public affairs program discussed Youth 
Education and Development: Paty Quyn hosted the show 
and spoke with Doug Whitaker from the Rip Van Winkle 
Council of the Boy Scouts. The show discussed how the Boy 
Scout programs have done things differently during COVID in 
order to continue their work with local youth. Plus, the show 
discussed a local scout program which helps the youth in the 
community make a difference when it comes to food 
insecurity. Scouting for Food requires scouts to participate in 
a non-perishable food drive the benefits food pantries in their 
community. 
 

26:27 

11/15/2020 Our locally produced public affairs program discussed 
COVID-19: Paty Quyn hosted the show which covered the 
rising number of COVID cases in the region. It also included a 
press conference from New York State Governor Andrew 
Cuomo from earlier in the week that discussed new 
regulations that would be going in to effect based on the rising 
number of COVID-19 cases in New York State including the 
Hudson Valley Region.  
 

27:02 

11/22/2020 Our locally produced public affairs program discussed 
COVID-19: Paty Quyn hosted the show and with 
Thanksgiving coming up the program focused on the idea of 
not getting together with friends and family. It included a press 
conference from 11/19 from Ulster County Executive Pat 
Ryan who updated the COVID-19 numbers and re-enforced 
the idea of not having large gatherings. We also mentioned 
the Butterball Hotline for first time turkey makers. 
 

28:55 

11/29/2020 Our locally produced public affairs program discussed Local 
Economy: Paty Quyn hosted the show which focused on the 
economic challenges that Hudson Valley charities were facing 
in the last part of 2020. The show included an interview with 
Erica from vet 2 vet Ulster County with regard to a grant they 
were hoping to obtain. Also discussed was how many people 
use the holiday season to donate to charities in lieu of gift 
giving and the economy in 2020 has left many local charities 
not only seeing fewer donations but also see more people in 
need.  
 

28:07 

12/6/2020 Our locally produced public affairs program discussed 
Veterans Assistance: Paty Quyn hosted the show and 
spoke with Devin Auriana from Mental Health America of 
Dutchess County. They discussed the continued need to 

27:39 



assist our local veterans with programs that include Mental 
Health, physical Health and employment opportunities. It also 
discussed how a local Stand Down Event helps identify 
veterans in need and get them into programs they may need. 
 

12/13/2020 Our locally produced public affairs program discussed 
COVID-19: Paty Quyn hosted the show which focused on the 
increasing numbers of COVID 19 cases in the Hudson Valley 
and what type of restrictions could be put in place. The show 
aired two press conferences that updated the current policies 
and case number of COVID 19. The press conferences where 
weekly updates from Orange County Executive Steven 
Neuhaus and Ulster County Executive Pat Ryan. 
 

28:19 

12/20/2020 Our locally produced public affairs program discussed 
COVID-19: Paty Quyn hosted the show which included 
updates from both the Orange County Executive Steven 
Neuhaus and Ulster County Executive Pat Ryan in the form of 
their weekly press conferences. Both press conferences also 
spoke to the amount of need there is in the community for 
services. Both county executives spelled out how to get help if 
you need it during the holidays including food and gifts. They 
also updated the COVID-19 numbers and what restrictions 
were in place.  
 

28:12 

12/27/2020 Our Locally produced public affairs program discussed 
Environmental Awareness: Rick Knight hosted the show 
which included a discussion between United States Senator 
for New York Chuck Schumer and Bill Nye the Science Guy. 
It was originally aired on Senator Schumer’s YouTube 
channel on November 20, 2020. They discussed the climate 
crisis including hurricanes, wildfires and how it is affecting our 
environment. 
 

26:36 

 


