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Community Needs and Issues List – WKCF – CW18, Hearst Orlando 

Based upon CW18’s involvement in its community and input from community leaders and various 

organizations, CW18 has determined that the following issues are the concerns of the community: 

1. CRIME              
Below the surface of everyday life mischief and mayhem plague America’s urban cities and counties. 

2. PERSONAL/PUBLIC SAFETY: 
With a high murder rate and crimes on the rise in Central Florida, viewers need to be informed of the 

dangers and how they can protect themselves and their children.  Plus, with more and more people on 

city streets and highways, viewers need to be aware of driving risks and ways to avoid them. 

3. ECONOMY 
As the economy recovers, communities are growing but hesitant.  Our viewers are interested in how to 

participate in better economic times while keep investments safe. They are also very observant of how 

our leaders and local companies are being responsible with their spending. 

4. GOVERNMENT & POLITICS 
Local, State and Federal Governments struggle to meet the needs of constituents amidst a tough 

economy and intense parties in political battles. 

5. HEALTH 
Knowledge is the key to long life and discipline the way to healthy living.  Experts work out the minds and 
bodies of the American people. 
 

6. OPIOID EPIDEMIC 
Drug overdose deaths and Opioid-involved deaths continue to increase in the United States.  The majority 
of drug overdose deaths (more than 6 out of 10) involve an Opioid.  We now know that overdoses from 
prescription Opioids are a driving factor in the 15-year increase in Opioid overdose deaths.  Since 1999, the 
amount of prescription Opioids sold in the U.S. nearly quadrupled, yet there has not been an overall change 
in the amount of pain that Americans report.  Deaths from prescription Opioids have more than quadrupled 
since 1999 and heroine has become the drug of choice in many communities.  Hearst and all their stations 
are bringing awareness to this national epidemic through specials and news reports, offering details on the 
need for laws to change and help families who are suffering from the effects of this epidemic. 
 

7. SOCIAL-FAMILY 
As Central Florida expands and grows so comes growing pains.  It is important that the process of 

development includes collective actions and solutions generated by leaders and residents in our 

communities.  Our stations provide information and stories that bring those issues and proposed changes 

to the public, so they can be part of the narrative. 

8. EDUCATION 
Central Florida’s education is a hot topic in Florida government and viewers are concerned about 

overcrowding, funding and ways to get parents more involved.  Education is the key to preventing crimes 

and drug and alcohol abuse. 

9. WEATHER 
Central Florida is known as the “Lightening Capital of the World”.  The weather continues to be an intense 

topic because of the dangers tornadoes, hurricanes, wild fires, thunderstorms, lightening and flooding can 

impose. 

 



 

3 | CW18 4th QUARTER 2018 
 

A SYNOPSIS OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS AND PROGRAM VEHICLES  

THAT REGULARLY DEAL WITH 

COMMUNITY ISSUES-PROBLEMS AND NEEDS 

4th QUARTER 2018 

 

WESH 2 NEWS on CW18 regularly communicates public affairs program segments that deal with local 

issues-problems-needs in the News.  These service and integrated additional segments are as follows: 

 WESH 2 News on CW18   4 AM-5 AM (Effective:  11/21/2018) 

WESH 2 News on CW18   4:30 AM-5 AM (Effective:  9/10/2018 

WESH 2 News on CW18    5-6 AM, M-F (Effective:  12/26/2014) 

 WESH 2 News on CW18                               7-9 AM, M-F 

WESH 2 News on CW18   10-11:00 PM, M-Sun 

TRAFFIC REPORTS:  As a service to commuters, WESH 2 presents LIVE traffic reports which give 

viewers a visual location of traffic congestion, fires and severe weather; which accompany the 

audio reports. 

FRIDAY FURRY FRIENDS:  Every Friday, a pet that is available for adoption is featured; this is in 

partnership with the Seminole and Orange County Animal Services. 

 

WESH 2 NEWS regularly presents public affairs program segments that deal with local issues-

problems-needs in the News.  These service and integrated additional segments are as follows: 

 WESH 2 News on CW18   4 AM-5 AM (Effective:  11/21/2018) 

WESH 2 News on CW18   4:30 AM-5AM (Effective 9/10/2018 

WESH 2 News on CW18     5-6 AM, M-F (Effective:  12/26/2014) 

WESH 2 News Sunrise (simulcast)  6-7 AM, M-F  

TRAFFIC REPORTS:  As a service to commuters, WESH 2 News presents LIVE traffic reports which 

give viewers a visual location of traffic congestion, fires and severe weather; which accompany 

the audio reports. 

COMMITMENT 2018:  A daily commitment to viewers to devote a large amount of time to 

political coverage in WESH 2 News reports, programs and on-line.   
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Hearst and its stations are bringing awareness to the national Opioid epidemic through specials and 

news reports.  Its’ stations are offering details on the need for laws to change and help for families 

who are suffering from the effects of this epidemic. 

 

WESH 2 – Chronicle:  Every Day to Holiday   

WESH 2 will go behind the scenes of Orlando’s world-famous theme parks (Disney, Universal, and Legoland) as 

they stage their warehouses and perform overnight transformations from everyday staging o spectacular 

holiday wonderlands. Air Date: December 19, 2018. 

CW18 – CRIME 

DATE: 10/1/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7a 
LENGTH: 2:00 
SUMMARY:  Breaking News Right Now on Sunrise - more than a dozen police officers have 
responded to O-R-M-C.  Police confirm the situation is contained, but ongoing.  We'll get to your weather 
and traffic in just a moment.  But first we want to get an update on this scene from WESH 2’s Hadas 
Brown.  Hadas, what are you seeing? 
 
DATE: 10/2/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7a 
LENGTH: 2:00 
SUMMARY:  A mom in Cocoa -- was arrested for throwing CAYENNE PEPPER and SALT at two girls 
who she says have bullied her daughter for months!   The spices burned the girls' eyes and they had to 
go to the hospital.  Simmone James will be in court for the first time today.  WESH 2's Jason Guy joins 
us now.  Jason, we spoke with her husband.  What's he saying about all this? 
 
DATE: 10/9/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7a 
LENGTH: :33 
SUMMARY:  Two Disney employees are among the 13-people arrested in an undercover operation 
targeting on-line predators.  The Polk County Sheriff's office says the undercover traveler operation took 
place between October 2nd and 7th.  Detectives posed as girls and boys online to catch people who try to 
meet children for unlawful sexual activity. The Disney employees arrested are a cook and a food runner. 
The suspects also included a man from Kissimmee and another from Lake Mary.  We'll be getting more 
information from the Sheriff at a news conference later this morning.  
 
DATE: 10/11/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7a 
LENGTH: :25 
SUMMARY:  A Volusia County substitute teacher is in jail accused of molesting a 15-year-old student. 
Deputies arrested 62-year-old David Lee Davis yesterday afternoon.  They say he met the victim in a 
previous school year -- when he was in middle school.  The alleged abuse happened this year when the 
victim went to Davis' house for help with his homework. 
 
DATE: 10/15/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7a 
LENGTH: :24 
SUMMARY:  Later this Morning -- Jury selection will begin in Seminole County for the retrial of a man on 
death-row.  Clemente Aguirre-Jarquin was sentenced to death 12-years-ago.   But two-years-ago the 
Florida Supreme Court ordered he get a new trial after attorneys argued blood which wasn't tested back 
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then, is not from him.  A woman who was never charged in the case says she is actually the one who 
committed the crime 
 
DATE: 10/29/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7a 
LENGTH: 2:00 
SUMMARY:  Happening Today -- We could find out whether Isleworth millionaire Bob Ward will be able 
to get out of jail on bond.  He was convicted of manslaughter in his wife's death -- but now -- he's 
appealing.  WESH 2's Hadas Brown is LIVE at the Orange County Courthouse this morning.  Hadas, 
walk us through how we got to this point. 
 
DATE: 10/31/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7a 
LENGTH: :35 
SUMMARY:  A Word of Warning:  The details of this next story are incredibly disturbing.  The Brevard 
County Sheriff says a man had some sick plans ... to kill, rape and then eat a child.  The Sheriff is 
describing that suspect as extremely dangerous.  21-year-old Alexander Barter was arrested in Texas 
yesterday.  The Sheriff's office says a Brevard County investigator spotted an online ad, laying out 
Barter's plan.  The agent posed as someone willing to offer a child to satisfy what Barter allegedly called 
his "blood lust."  When a meeting was arranged in Texas, Barter was arrested.  If convicted, he could get 
life in prison. 
 
DATE: 10/1/2018 
NEWSCAST: 8a 
LENGTH: 2:00 
SUMMARY:  Breaking News Right Now on Sunrise - More than a dozen police officers have 
responded to O-R-M-C.  Police confirm the situation is contained, but ongoing.  We'll get to your weather 
and traffic in just a moment.  But first we want to get an update on this scene from WESH 2’s Hadas 
Brown.  Hadas, what are you seeing? 
 
DATE: 10/2/2018 
NEWSCAST: 8a 
LENGTH: 2:00 
SUMMARY:  A mom in Cocoa -- was arrested for throwing CAYENNE PEPPER and SALT at two girls 
who she says have bullied her daughter for months!  The spices burned the girls' eyes and they had to go 
to the hospital.  Simmone James will be in court for the first time today.  WESH 2's Jason Guy joins us 
now.  Jason, we spoke with her husband.  What's he saying about all this? 
 
DATE: 10/9/2018 
NEWSCAST: 8a 
LENGTH: :33 
SUMMARY:  Two Disney employees are among the 13-people arrested in an undercover operation 
targeting on-line predators.  The Polk County Sheriff's office says the undercover traveler operation took 
place between October 2nd and 7th.  Detectives posed as girls and boys online to catch people who try to 
meet children for unlawful sexual activity.  The Disney employees arrested are a cook and a food runner.  
The suspects also included a man from Kissimmee and another from Lake Mary.  We'll be getting more 
information from the Sheriff at a news conference later this morning.  
 
DATE: 10/11/2018 
NEWSCAST: 8a 
LENGTH: :25 
SUMMARY:  A Volusia County substitute teacher is in jail accused of molesting a 15-year-old student. 
Deputies arrested 62-year-old David Lee Davis yesterday afternoon.  They say he met the victim in a 
previous school year -- when he was in middle school.  The alleged abuse happened this year when the 
victim went to Davis' house for help with his homework. 
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DATE: 10/15/2018 
NEWSCAST: 8a 
LENGTH: :24 
SUMMARY:  Later this Morning -- jury selection will begin in Seminole County in the retrial of a man on 
death-row.  Clemente Aguirre-Jarquin was sentenced to death 12-years-ago.  But two-years-ago the 
Florida Supreme Court ordered he get a new trial after attorneys argued blood which wasn't tested back 
then, is not from him.  A woman who was never charged in the case says she is the one who committed 
the crime 
 
DATE: 10/29/2018 
NEWSCAST: 8a 
LENGTH: 2:00 
SUMMARY:  Happening Today -- We could find out whether Isleworth millionaire Bob Ward will be able 
to get out of jail on bond.  He was convicted of manslaughter in his wife's death -- but now -- he's 
appealing.  WESH 2's Hadas Brown is LIVE at the Orange County Courthouse this morning.  Hadas, 
walk us through how we got to this point. 
 
DATE: 10/31/2018 
NEWSCAST: 8a 
LENGTH: :35 
SUMMARY:  A Word of Warning:  The details of this next story are incredibly disturbing.  The Brevard 
County Sheriff says a man had some sick plans ... to kill, rape, and then eat a child.  The Sheriff is 
describing that suspect as extremely dangerous.  21-year-old Alexander Barter was arrested in Texas 
yesterday.  The Sheriff's office says a Brevard County investigator spotted an online ad, laying out 
Barter's plan.  The agent posed as someone willing to offer a child to satisfy what Barter allegedly called 
his "blood lust."  When a meeting was arranged in Texas, Barter was arrested.  If convicted, he could get 
life in prison. 
 
DATE: 10/1/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:30 
SUMMARY:  Tonight - we're learning more about his past.  Police opened fire early this morning -- when 
they say, Brian Baker claimed to have a gun.  WESH 2's Kelly Rippin is LIVE at O-R-M-C.  Kelly -- what 
did you find out about Baker? 
 
DATE: 10/1/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:30 
SUMMARY:  A stabbing suspect was rushed to the hospital tonight -- along with one of the people he's 
accused of hurting.  Deputies are investigating what unfolded inside their home off Curry Ford Road -- 
near South Chickasaw Trail.  WESH 2's Sanika Dange spoke with neighbors -- who rushed to help. 
 
DATE: 10/3/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:35 
SUMMARY:  New Tonight -- the mother of an 11-year-old who police say stole a dog recently is 
APOLOGIZING.  That's after her daughter was caught on cameras in the act in DeLand.  And as WESH 
2's Kelly Rippin found out -- she has a history of bringing animals home. 
 
DATE: 10/8/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:30 
SUMMARY:  New information tonight about the husband and wife -- found shot to death earlier today. 
Sanford Police believe Edward and Cathy Kramarcik died in a murder-suicide -- inside this home on Twin 
Coach Court.  WESH 2's Kelly Rippin found out what brought officers there in the first place. 
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DATE: 10/9/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:30 
SUMMARY:  New Tonight -- a mother DEFENDING her son on Facebook from the cops-is now in some 
legal trouble of her own.  That's because she's accused of asking people to beat up a Eustis Police 
officer, who she claims treated her son unfairly.  But the Police Chief says -- body camera proves 
otherwise.  WESH 2's Kelly Rippin spoke to police AND to the mother. 
 
DATE: 10/11/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: :30 
SUMMARY:  New Tonight - We now know the name of a man that was shot and killed last week. We’ve 
learned authorities are now investigating the death as a homicide.  Orange County deputies say Jared 
James was found with a gunshot wound near the Caden and Esplanade Apartments.  He was taken to 
the hospital where he was pronounced dead.  Authorities now say the shooting was intentional. 
 
DATE: 10/15/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:30 
SUMMARY:  A community is coming together in search of a drive-by shooter.  Video shows a red car 
SPEEDING by homes in broad daylight...then you hear shots fired while CHILDREN were playing in a 
backyard.  WESH 2's Sanika Dange spoke to frightened neighbors. 
 
DATE: 10/16/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:30 
SUMMARY:  Do these jewels seem familiar?  If so - Windermere Police want to talk to you.  Police 
arrested Shannon Hutchens moments ago, who they say claimed to be a housekeeper - but tonight she's 
accused of being a thief.  As WESH 2's Kelly Rippin reports - police are trying to track down the jewel's 
rightful owners. 
 
DATE: 10/17/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:30 
SUMMARY: Tonight - a missing child from Massachusetts will soon be reunited with his father after a 
disappearance stemming more than 2 years ago.  Police say it started in September of 2016 and ended 
today - right here in Central Florida.  WESH 2's Matt Lupoli explains how the child was located in our 
area. 
 
DATE: 10/20/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: :40 
SUMMARY:  A man is accused of trying to abduct a child from a local park --- IN THE MIDDLE OF THE 
DAY.  Sumter County deputies say Kevin Ramsey grabbed a 10-year-old girl by the arm at Lake 
Okahumpka Park in Wildwood yesterday afternoon.  They say the girl got away by hitting Ramsey --- then 
ran home. 
 
DATE: 10/21/2018 
NEWSCAST:  10p 
LENGTH: :45 
SUMMARY:  Developing Now:  Six people -- ranging in age from 20 to 70 -- were SHOT this afternoon in 
Jacksonville.  Three of them -- in CRITICAL condition.  Gunfire erupted at a laundromat near the 
Jacksonville Jaguars stadium.  Investigators are concerned the shooting was gang-related.  Of the victims 
-- five of them are males and one female. They were all taken to local hospitals.  One Councilman says 
shootings have been happening too often in his district. 
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DATE: 10/24/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p  
LENGTH: :45 
SUMMARY:  Developing Now - The FBI is investigating a second suspicious package addressed to 

Representative Maxine Waters in South Central Los Angeles. And we've just learned within the last hour -

- those pipe bombs were packed with shards of glass.  Packages were intercepted across the country 

before they reached their targets, but they were all addressed to prominent political figures. One of the 

packages arrived at the mail room of the Time Warner Center building, which houses CNN's New York 

bureau.  An official says so far, several devices also showed the presence of sulfur, which was intended 

to explode.  

DATE: 10/26/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:20 
SUMMARY:  A huge win for federal investigators today, arresting a suspect in the string of pipe bomb 
mailings to prominent Democrats and critics of President Trump.  The number of suspicious packages 
found grew to 14 today.  NBC's Susan McGinnis has the latest from Washington, D.C. 
 
DATE: 10/27/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:20 
SUMMARY:  Federal investigators are promising swift justice, as the community is coming together 
tonight to mourn.  Within the last hour - we learned that Robert Bowers has been charged by federal 
prosecutors with 29 counts in the deaths of 11 people and we're learning more about his intentions -- 
including on social media where there is a history of Anti-Semitism.  NBC'S Miguel Almaguer has more. 
 
DATE: 10/27/2018 
NEWSCAST:  10p 
LENGTH: :45 
SUMMARY: Tonight - an investigation is underway in Osceola County - where a woman was found dead. 
Authorities say the woman's body was found by a passerby - and now they are working to identify her and 
figure out what happened.  WESH 2's Matt Lupoli has more. 
 
DATE: 10/29/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:15 
SUMMARY:  Breaking News -- illegal gambling just got RISKIER in Volusia County with a major 
operation -- shutting down Internet Cafes.  We learned just hours ago that more than a DOZEN 
establishments received cease-and-desist letters.  WESH 2's Gail Paschall-Brown is LIVE outside one 
of them.  Gail -- what are you seeing? 
 
DATE: 10/30/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:30 
SUMMARY:  Tonight -- we're learning what's behind the sudden internet café crackdown in Volusia 
County.  Last night, we told you how detectives served more than a dozen cease-and-desist orders. 
WESH 2's Claire Metz talked to the Sheriff about why it's suddenly "game over" for these businesses. 
 
DATE: 10/31/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:30 
SUMMARY:  Tonight - the babysitter and the woman police say -- they found holding that baby -- are 
both at the Volusia County Jail.  Police say that baby was kidnapped from Arrow Wrecker this afternoon -- 
and found safe at a nearby apartment complex.  WESH 2's Matt Lupoli explains how it all went down. 
 
DATE: 11/12/2018 
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NEWSCAST: 7a 
LENGTH: :21 
SUMMARY:  We need to alert you to breaking news in Lake County.  That's where deputies are 
investigating a homicide on Henry Street, in Umatilla.  Authorities confirm a man was found dead at the 
home around 8:30 last night.  A woman was also flown to the hospital with gunshot wounds.  No other 
details are being provided, but we'll let you know the moment we get any new information. 
 
DATE: 11/14/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7a 
LENGTH: 2:00 
SUMMARY:  We are getting our first look at the man Volusia County deputies say was creating a 
chemical capable of blowing up an entire neighborhood block!  This is Jared Colburn -- the man at the 
center of this case -- and the chemical he's accused of making in his Lake Helen home -- even has a 
nickname by "Al Qaeda!"  WESH 2's Hadas Brown is LIVE in the neighborhood, this morning.  Hadas, 
let's talk about this chemical.  What is it? 
 
DATE: 11/19/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7a 
LENGTH: 2:00 
SUMMARY:  This morning, we could find out if the man accused of making a dangerous chemical, 
nicknamed "Mother of Satan" by terrorists, will have to go back behind bars.  This is video of Jared 
Coburn when he bonded out on Thursday -- about 24 hours after his arrest.  WESH 2's Hadas Brown is 
LIVE at the Volusia County Courthouse where prosecutors will seek to have that bond revoked.  Hadas, 
what's their reasoning for this?  
 
DATE: 11/12/2018 
NEWSCAST: 8a 
LENGTH: :21 
SUMMARY:  We need to alert you to breaking news in Lake County.  That's where deputies are 
investigating a homicide on Henry Street, in Umatilla.  Authorities confirm a man was found dead at the 
home around 8:30 last night.  A woman was also flown to the hospital with gunshot wounds.  No other 
details are being provided, but we'll let you know the moment we get any new information. 
 
DATE: 11/14/2018 
NEWSCAST: 8a 
LENGTH: 2:00 
SUMMARY:  We are getting our first look at the man Volusia County deputies say was creating a 
chemical capable of blowing up an entire neighborhood block!  This is Jared Colburn -- the man at the 
center of this case -- and the chemical he's accused of making in his Lake Helen home -- even has a 
nickname by "Al Qaeda!"  WESH 2's Hadas Brown is LIVE in the neighborhood, this morning.  Hadas, 
let's talk about this chemical.  What is it? 
 
DATE: 11/19/2018 
NEWSCAST: 8a 
LENGTH: 2:00 
SUMMARY:  This morning, we could find out if the man accused of making a dangerous chemical, 
nicknamed "Mother of Satan" by terrorists, will have to go back behind bars.  This is video of Jared 
Coburn when he bonded out on Thursday -- about 24 hours after his arrest.  WESH 2's Hadas Brown is 
LIVE at the Volusia County Courthouse where prosecutors will seek to have that bond revoked.  Hadas, 
what's their reasoning for this?  
 
DATE: 11/3/2018 
NEWSCAST:  10p 
LENGTH: 1:20 
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SUMMARY: New details are surfacing about the shooting inside a Florida yoga studio.  Police have now 
identified the alleged gunman and the two women they say he shot and killed.  We're also hearing about 
what people inside the studio did to protect themselves.  Reporter Kim Hutcherson has the latest. 
 
DATE: 11/3/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:40 
SUMMARY:  But First Tonight, a Woman is Dead - she's a mother allegedly killed by her own son and 
then buried under a fire pit.  I'm Jazmin Bailey, thanks for joining us. The son -- is just 15 years-old and 
now, he's charged with murder.  WESH 2’s Matt Lupoli has the new details -- and how this may have all 
started with an argument over grades. 
 
DATE: 11/7/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:20 
SUMMARY:  A suspect wanted in a carjacking - and then leading police on a pursuit just wouldn't give up. 
It took police, deputies, a chopper, and K-9 units to bring him into custody.  WESH 2's Matt Lupoli has 
more on how this all began. 
 
DATE: 11/11/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: :45 
SUMMARY:  As we approach the upcoming holidays, keep in mind many families are in need - including 
Floridians impacted by severe weather. On this Veterans Day -- dozens are using the opportunity to give 
back at the "Rocking for Food" drive.  Local bands and vendors lined Park Avenue to collect non-
perishable food for Harvest Time International. The organization provides for many families in need - not 
just during the holidays, but year-round.  People were asked to bring food as they enjoyed seasonable 
temperatures and hours of live music.  The event started with a salute to veterans. 
 
DATE: 11/16/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:30 
SUMMARY:   An Orlando Veterinarian says he, his staff and clients are lucky they were NOT hurt when a 
van came through the business. 12 people were inside the Michigan Street Animal Hospital, but THREE 
were working in a room right where the van entered. WESH 2's Gail Paschall-Brown has details. 
 
DATE: 11/17/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:15 
SUMMARY:  Right Now - one man is fighting for his life, another is in custody after a shooting outside a 
local bar.  It happened early this morning in a parking lot on Park Avenue in Sanford.  WESH 2's Matt 
Lupoli has the details on how the suspect was caught. 
 
DATE: 11/18/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:30 
SUMMARY:  New Tonight - two suspects are in custody, accused of ramming their vehicle into an 
Orange County deputy's. This happened a little after 3 this afternoon along West Colonial drive near 
North Pine Hills Road.  And that's where WESH 2's Matt Lupoli joins us LIVE...first matt, how is the 
deputy? 
  
DATE: 11/22/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:20 
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SUMMARY: A possible love-triangle stabbing left a man with a gruesome, bloody wound from a sword in 
Rockledge ... while a naked woman fled down the street in terror.  WESH 2's Dan Billow reports there 
were small children in the home when it happened. 
 
DATE: 11/28/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:15 
SUMMARY:  New details tonight as a sex offender dressed up like Santa Claus is arrested in Orange 
County.  Investigators say Robert Kendel was convicted in a 1993 incident, but tonight he faces NEW 
charges.  WESH 2's Matt Lupoli has more from the Orange County jail tonight.  
 
DATE: 11/28/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:20 
SUMMARY:  Gathering of evidence continues at the Seminole County home where a man was brutally 
stabbed to death.  Investigators say the man's ex-roommates lured him there intending to retaliate against 
him over the theft of a PlayStation. WESH2's Dave McDaniel was in court where the suspects faced a 
judge for the first time this afternoon... 
 
DATE: 11/28/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:20 
SUMMARY:  Tonight - We're hearing a chilling 911 call after one roommate walks in on TWO others 
allegedly involved in a murder sparked by anger over a video game console. The fatal stabbing happened 
Tuesday and now two people are charged with first degree murder. WESH 2's Gail Paschall-Brown has 
more on the newly released call for help. 
 
DATE: 12/4/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7:00a.m./8:00a.m. 
LENGTH: 2:00 
SUMMARY: 
Right now -- 
A woman is in the Lake County jail. 
She's facing several weapons charges after investigators say she brought a GUN onto the campus of 
Eustis High School. 
Deputes took down Tershia (ter-shy-uh) Richmond yesterday afternoon. 
And it was all caught on camera. 
WESH 2's Kelly Rippin has all the details. 
 
DATE: 12/5/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7:00a.m./8:00a.m. 
LENGTH: 2:00 
SUMMARY: 
Now, back to that breaking news in Orlando, where one person is dead following a double shooting, 
overnight. 
Right now, there's an active crime scene on Hendren Drive, near Curry Ford and Semoran -- And that's 
where WESH 2's Kelly Rippin joins us now. 
Kelly, what can you tell us about the condition of the second person shot. 
 
DATE: 12/08/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10:00p.m. 
LENGTH: 1:40 
SUMMARY: Tonight, this man -- Damon Kemp -- is facing murder charges after two teenagers were 
found dead inside a Daytona Beach apartment complex. 
The discovery was made late Friday night. 
WESH 2's Matt Lupoli has the latest developments in the case. 
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DATE: 12/10/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7:00a.m./8:00a.m. 
LENGTH: 1:30 
SUMMARY: 
Orange county deputies are searching for answers after a man was shot inside a home. 
This is a story we first brought you as breaking news last night at 11. 
This happened at a home on 35th street. 
WESH 2's Kelly Rippin is live at the Orange County Sheriff's office this morning. 
Kelly, has anyone been arrested? 
 
DATE: 12/18/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7:00a.m./8:00a.m. 
LENGTH: 2:00 
SUMMARY: 
The Flagler County N-Double A-C-P wants serious charges filed against two white students who allegedly 
used school computers to send racist and threatening messages about their black teacher. 
They are holding a news conference just a few hours from now. 
WESH 2's Kelly Rippin is live in Flagler County for us this morning. 
Kelly what does the NAACP want to see? 

 

CW18 - PERSONAL/PUBLIC SAFETY   
DATE: 10/2/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7a 
LENGTH: :30 
SUMMARY:  Officials confirm the body found in a North Carolina creek last week is that of six-year-old 
Maddox Ritch.  Crews found his remains last week.  He was reported missing back on September 22nd -- 
and authorities confirmed the remains yesterday.  Maddox -- who had autism -- was last seen in a park 
with his dad and one of his dad's friends -- and ran off.  The boy's funeral is set for Friday.  Autopsy 
results are not complete; the FBI is investigating. 
 
DATE: 10/31/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7a 
LENGTH: 2:00 
SUMMARY:  This Morning, People living at a Volusia County apartment complex are scrambling to 
figure out where they're going to go.  They're being forced out of their homes because the County is going 
to cut the power to their building tomorrow.  Leaders say the electrical system is not safe.  WESH 2's 
Kelly Rippin explains. 
 
DATE: 10/31/2018 
NEWSCAST:  10p 
LENGTH: 2:20 
SUMMARY:  Six days to go until the mid-term election and already -- millions of Floridians have cast their 
ballots.  But are your votes safe from hackers, pranksters and anyone hoping to disrupt the election?  A 
new report from Congress questions cyber security -- but some local elections supervisors’ say the 
system is SAFE.  WESH 2 News Investigates' Greg Fox puts BOTH claims to the TRUTH TEST. 
 
DATE: 10/2/2018 
NEWSCAST: 8a 
LENGTH: :30 
SUMMARY:  Officials confirm the body found in a North Carolina creek last week is that of six-year-old 
Maddox Ritch.  Crews found his remains last week.  He was reported missing back on September 22nd -- 
and authorities confirmed the remains yesterday.  Maddox -- who had autism -- was last seen in a park 
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with his dad and one of his dad's friends -- and ran off.  The boy's funeral is set for Friday.  Autopsy 
results are not complete; the FBI is investigating. 
 
DATE: 10/31/2018 
NEWSCAST: 8a 
LENGTH: 2:00 
SUMMARY:  This Morning - people living at a Volusia County apartment complex are scrambling to 
figure out where they're going to go.  They're being forced out of their homes because the County is going 
to cut the power to their building tomorrow.  Leaders say the electrical system is not safe.  WESH 2's 
Kelly Rippin explains. 
 
DATE: 10/31/2018 
NEWSCAST:  10p 
LENGTH: 2:20 
SUMMARY:  Six days to go until the mid-term election and already -- millions of Floridians have cast their 
ballots.  But are your votes safe from hackers, pranksters and anyone hoping to disrupt the election?  A 
new report from Congress questions cyber security -- but some local elections supervisors’ say the 
system is SAFE.  WESH 2 News Investigates' Greg Fox puts BOTH claims to the TRUTH TEST. 
 
DATE: 10/1/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: :25 
SUMMARY:  Everyone in an Eustis apartment building escaped a fire -- unharmed -- thanks to some 
police officers.  Body camera video from Saturday morning shows officers kicking doors down on South 
Grove Street.  Police were told several people were trapped.  No one was inside, but four people were on 
the roof of the building.  Officers helped them step down onto a car.  Fire investigators say the flames 
spread from a cigarette butt thrown outside the building earlier in the morning. 
 
DATE: 10/2/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:40 
SUMMARY:  And people living in one condo complex are evacuated and NOT allowed home -- because 
of CRACKS in the ground.  Tonight, there's a mystery about what caused the problem in the first place. 
Evacuations started this morning at the Sun Lake Condos.  The complex is near where the 429 meets 
U.S. 192 in Kissimmee.  WESH 2's Kelly Rippin spoke to people who were suddenly forced to leave. 
 
DATE: 10/3/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: :45 
SUMMARY:  We're learning brand new information about the heartbreaking death of a four-year-old in a 
hot car.  DCF says it has an open investigation into Logan Starling's death.  They also say his family was 
known to the child welfare system and they are reviewing all prior interactions.  The four-year-old boy was 
found dead inside a car parked outside Elite Prep Academy Friday afternoon.  Investigators say he had 
been inside the car for hours. 
 
DATE: 10/8/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: :45 
SUMMARY:  Tonight -- the state's Emergency Operations Center is on HIGH ALERT -- getting ready for 
what could be one of the most destructive storms to hit the Panhandle in YEARS.  A total of 35-countys 
are under a State of Emergency and tolls are suspended in Northwest Florida.  Governor Rick Scott says 
he's already asked President Donald Trump to sign pre-landfall emergency. 
 
DATE: 10/9/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:00 
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SUMMARY:  BREAKING NEWS Tonight, one person was critically hurt when hit by a Volusia County 
Sheriff's deputy.  WESH 2's Matt Lupoli just got to the scene in Ormond Beach.  Matt, this happened just 
a couple hours ago. 
 
DATE: 10/11/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:20 
SUMMARY:  Big changes are coming to the Orlando Police Department. Today Orlando Mayor Buddy 
Dyer appointed Orlando Rolon as the 39th Chief of Police. Rolon has served the community and the 
Orlando Police department for 25 years and is now the department's first Hispanic Chief.  During his 
tenure, he's served as Commander of the Professional Standards Division and part of the Crisis 
Negotiation team.  He also led a team that was deployed to Puerto Rico after Hurricane Irma and Maria. 
We asked him about some of the top issues he plans to tackle as the new Chief and here's what he had 
to say 
 
DATE: 10/15/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:55 
SUMMARY:  Breaking Right Now at 10 - its stench has plagued parts of Florida and now - it may have 
reached our waters.  We are talking about the TOXIC Red Tide epidemic.  Florida Fish and Wildlife now 
confirms it IS investigating water samples in Brevard County.  We've seen the murky waters KILL tens of 
thousands of fish along Florida beaches like the ones on your screen. 
DATE: 10/16/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: :45 
SUMMARY:  Tonight -- there are FEWER firearms on the streets of Central Florida.  Throughout the 
area, law enforcement agencies traded gift cards for guns.  There were multiple "kicks for guns" locations 
in Orange County alone.  We stopped by the John Bridges Center in Apopka and asked a deputy why 
collections like these are so important. 
 
DATE: 10/17/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:20 
SUMMARY:  A plane that crash landed in the ocean is finally off the beach. A recovery team from 
Jacksonville lifted the plane on to a flatbed and drove it off. The 75-year old pilot was flying from South 
Carolina to Spruce Creek Fly-In in Port Orange yesterday.  WESH 2's Claire Metz reports, he told 
rescuers he ran out of gas. 
 
DATE: 10/18/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:20 
SUMMARY:  A bus driver for the Brevard County public bus system has been arrested for driving drunk 
while driving a bus. Edgardo Dobles is charged with driving under the influence and having an open 
container of alcohol while driving.  WESH 2's Matt Lupoli has more on this case. 
 
DATE: 10/19/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:00 
SUMMARY:  We Begin with Breaking News in Orange County - where a business plaza is on 
lockdown.  WESH 2's Matt Lupoli is LIVE near the Hunters Creek shopping plaza...Matt, what do you 
know? 
 
DATE: 10/21/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:20 
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SUMMARY:  A terrifying moment at a fraternity party in South Carolina. A clubhouse floor COLLAPSED 
near the campus of Clemson University. As NBC's Dan Scheneman reports.  The school was 
celebrating HOMECOMING weekend. 
 
DATE: 10/24/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:20 
SUMMARY: Tonight - new fallout for an Orlando Police Officer that sparked an internal Investigation. 
Orlando Police Officer Robert Schellhorn was found to have violated the departments social media policy 
after several questionable posts.  And now The State Attorney is taking a closer look into cases he 
presided as a witness.  WESH 2's Sanika Dange investigates these details.  It's new on WESH 2 tonight. 
 
DATE: 10/29/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 2:15 
SUMMARY:  They've been a tool for law enforcement for decades.  Now, MORE drivers are installing 
dashboard cameras.  They record your actions on the road -- and keep an eye on OTHER drivers. 
All new tonight -- WESH 2's Amanda Ober finds out why TROOPERS think they're a good idea. 
 
DATE: 10/30/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:30 
SUMMARY:  Tonight -- people living in a Volusia County complex worry they'll be forced out of their 
homes -- when power is cut in just two days.  That's because the county says the electrical system is 
NOT safe.  WESH 2's Matt Lupoli spoke to one elderly man -- who tonight is begging for help. 
 
DATE: 10/30/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 3:00 
SUMMARY:  WESH 2 News Investigates a program -- aimed at cutting down on DANGEROUS driving. 
It catches video of drivers trying to beat trains at local railroad crossings -- putting LIVES at risk.  WESH 
2's Greg Fox explains whether that program is WORKING. 
 
DATE: 11/13/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7a 
LENGTH: :50 
SUMMARY:  Starting Today... If you're speeding through I-4 construction zones, you could end up 
paying for it.  Because officers are cracking down.  It's a major effort to not only keep those workers safe -
-- but you as well.  Since the I -4 Ultimate Project began, officials say there have been over 150 traffic 
shifts.  They say driving the speed limit helps to ensure drivers have enough time to adjust to new traffic 
patterns and drive through the new configurations.  FDOT is partnering with local law enforcement to help 
with this campaign.  That means you can expect to see more officers keeping an eye on drivers --- and 
issuing tickets.  FDOT will also be posting messaging on billboards and airing public safety 
announcements on the radio. 
 
DATE: 11/14/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7a 
LENGTH: :40 
SUMMARY:  We're at the start of the holiday shopping season, but before you rush out to check items off 
your list --- One consumer group is issuing a warning about some popular toys.  The group, "World 
Against Toys Causing Harm" unveiled its annual list of the ten "worst" toys.  Several big name-brands 
appear from Cabbage Patch dolls to Power Ranger and Black Panther play weapons.  The group warns 
some small or detachable pieces could cause choking or strangulation hazards.  The non-profit "Toy 
Association" took issue with the list -- saying every single toy sold in the U.S. must meet with more than 
100 safety standards and tests. 
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DATE: 11/13/2018 
NEWSCAST: 8a 
LENGTH: :50 
SUMMARY:  Starting Today... If you're speeding through I-4 construction zones, you could end up 
paying for it.  Because officers are cracking down.  It's a major effort to not only keep those workers safe -
-- but you as well.  Since the I -4 Ultimate Project began, officials say there have been over 150 traffic 
shifts.  They say driving the speed limit helps to ensure drivers have enough time to adjust to new traffic 
patterns and drive through the new configurations.  FDOT is partnering with local law enforcement to help 
with this campaign.  That means you can expect to see more officers keeping an eye on drivers --- and 
issuing tickets.  FDOT will also be posting messaging on billboards and airing public safety 
announcements on the radio. 
 
DATE: 11/14/2018 
NEWSCAST: 8a 
LENGTH: :40 
SUMMARY:  We're at the start of the holiday shopping season, but before you rush out to check items off 
your list --- One consumer group is issuing a warning about some popular toys.  The group, "World 
Against Toys Causing Harm" unveiled its annual list of the ten "worst" toys.  Several big name-brands 
appear from Cabbage Patch dolls to "Power Ranger" and "Black Panther" play weapons.  The group 
warns some small or detachable pieces could cause choking or strangulation hazards.  The non-profit 
"Toy Association" took issue with the list -- saying every single toy sold in the U.S. must meet with more 
than 100 safety standards and tests. 
 
DATE: 11/3/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:10 
SUMMARY:  The Jewish community in Manatee County is standing strong and in solidarity just one week 
after the Tree of Life Synagogue shooting in Pittsburgh.  Temple Beth-el Rabbi Michael Sternfield says he 
has seen new faces during their services, and both members and visitors all sang worship songs and 
read scriptures.  He also says that he is grateful for the outpouring of love and support that have been 
shown within the last week. 
 
DATE: 11/7/2018 
NEWSCAST:  10p 
LENGTH: :25 
SUMMARY:  A crosswalk crackdown in parts of the area today.  Sheriff's offices and Police Departments 
across Central Florida have joined forces to keep pedestrians safe.  They were writing tickets at 11 
different locations as part of the "Best Foot Forward" operation.  The initiative aims to increase safety by 
reminding drivers Florida law requires them to stop for the person crossing a street at a marked 
crosswalk.  If you're caught blowing through a crosswalk when someone is there, you could be fined 164-
dollars and get three points on your license. 
 
DATE: 11/11/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:20 
SUMMARY:  A Lake Nona mother says her son was terrified after a man pointed a gun at him.  And 
another person says he was surprised to find a man running through his neighborhood.  This all started 
with a strange chain of events this morning in Orange County.  As WESH 2’s Gail Paschall-Brown 
reports, it all ended hours later with the arrest of a suspect.   
 
DATE: 11/17/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: :25 
SUMMARY:  But First Tonight - we've learned two Volusia County residents are dead after a plane 
crash in eastern Arizona.  Authorities identified the two-people killed as 82-year-old Jay A. Lynch of Port 
Orange and a 52-year-old Daytona Beach resident with the same last name. Officials say they were killed 
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Friday when their small plane crashed in a luxury subdivision with a private airstrip.  A resident returned 
home and found damage to the home and the plane wreckage nearby.  Both the F-A-A and N-T-S-B are 
investigating the cause of the crash. 
 
DATE: 11/18/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:30 
SUMMARY:  But First Tonight, we're learning more about the local father and son, killed in a plane crash 
in Arizona.  Jay and Randy Lynch were killed as they prepared to fly back to Florida.  Tonight, Randy 
Lynch's wife is telling their story WESH 2's Amanda Ober.   
 
DATE: 11/18/2018 
NEWSCAST:  10p 
LENGTH: 1:20 
SUMMARY:  Authorities in Aruba and the U.S. are now investigating a mysterious death on a cruise ship 
that sailed from Fort Lauderdale.  The Royal Princess returned to Port yesterday, days after an American 
woman fell to her death aboard the vessel. Reporter Trent Kelly spoke with passengers about the 
incident.  
 
DATE: 11/22/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:20 
SUMMARY:  Water bursts into several units at an apartment complex near Kirkman and Conroy Roads... 
causing quite the Thanksgiving headache for several Orlando families.  Authorities say the water is now 
off in the complex -- and some of those residents that were affected could be forced to move.  WESH 2's 
Matt Lupoli has the details. 
 
DATE: 11/28/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: :25 
SUMMARY:  Covering Orange County - a man is recovering in the hospital after his foot was ran over 
by a paving machine. This happened right before 4 this afternoon at Avenue of the Rushes and Spikerush 
Lane.  Orange County Fire Rescue says the man's foot is severely crushed.  Fire rescue called the injury 
traumatic and says this did happen at a work site. 
 
DATE: 12-6-18 
NEWSCAST: 10pm 
LENGTH: 1:20 
SUMMARY:      Tonight, we're learning new details about a crash that left one Lynx bus driver dead. That 
report found several areas the bus service needs to improve after that driver was HIT by another bus. 
WESH 2's Gail Paschall-Brown tells us it's everything from training to equipment. 
 
 
DATE: 12-6-18 
NEWSCAST: 10pm 
LENGTH: :50 
SUMMARY:      Several factory workers are mourning one of their own tonight after a deadly machinery 
accident in Orange County. Firefighters tell us around 8:30 this morning, a man cleaning a machine in the 
back of the Majestic Marble and Granite factory was caught underneath a steel beam. The 44-year-old 
was critically injured in the machine -- and other employees found him conscious and speaking at the 
time. Paramedics say the call for help was for an arm injury, but the man suffered internal bleeding and 
cardiac arrest. 
 
DATE: 12/7/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7:00A.M./8:00A.M. 
LENGTH: 2:00 



 

18 | CW18 4th QUARTER 2018 
 

SUMMARY: 
Now, to that deadly fire in Brevard County -- 
Overnight, we learned a child was killed --- and two adults were hospitalized, after flames ripped through 
a home in Mims. 
The call came in just after midnight for a home along Brockett Road... That's just off US-1. 
WESH 2's Hadas Brown is live at the scene, and Hadas -- what else are you learning from investigators? 
And what are you seeing right now? 
 
DATE: 12/17/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7:00a.m./8:00a.m. 
LENGTH: :30 
SUMMARY: 
A local man was pinned under a forklift --- while on the job. 
Now, there's an investigation. 
According to the incident report, the man works at a distribution warehouse for an online pet store -- 
Chewy-dot-com. 
Both Ocala Fire Rescue and Ocala police responded to the building on Northwest 35th Avenue 
yesterday. 
The man was taken to the hospital - we're working right now to confirm an update. 
While Chewy-dot-com hasn't responded to our request for comment, a worker told us the center 

reopened this morning at 5am.  
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POLITICS 

DATE: 12/5/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7:00a.m./8:00a.m. 
LENGTH: :46 
SUMMARY: 
No prison time for Michael Flynn. 
That's what special counsel recommends after the former National Security Advisor pleaded guilty to lying 
to the FBI. 
Robert Mueller's Office filed a memo saying Flynn has provided quote "substantial assistance to the 
government." 
The filing is the first glimpse into Flynn's cooperation with the Russia Investigation. 
<0:23 "Basically all of the information about the ongoing investigation is redacted ....it doesn't include 
anything in public that we don't know already" 0:34> 
Flynn started cooperating after he pleaded guilty to lying to the FBI about conversations he had with 
Russian diplomats in 2016. 
Next week, Flynn's legal team is expected to issue their own sentencing recommendation. 
Flynn is set to be sentenced December 18th. 
 
DATE: 12-6-18 
NEWSCAST: 10pm 
LENGTH: 1:25 
SUMMARY:      After 4-days of tributes and memorials to honor George H-W Bush... the 41st president is 
now home. He was laid to rest this evening alongside his wife of 73-years on the grounds of his 
presidential library on the campus of Texas a&m university. Jay Gray is there with a look at the day's 
events. 
 
DATE: 12/7/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7:00A.M./8:00A.M. 
LENGTH: :39 
SUMMARY: 
Late former President George H-W Bush is now in College Station, Texas -- where he was laid to rest 
after four days of public farewells. 
Crowds gathered in the rain to say one last goodbye to the 41st president at his namesake library. 
The casket arrived on a train once operated by the president himself. 
A few hours before, a private funeral was held in Houston. 
Family and friends shared personal stories giving insight into the man behind the presidency. 
<0:42 James Baker/Former Secretary of State: "He would look at me and said Baker, if you're so smart, 
why am I president and you're not?" *LAUGHS* 0:48> 
Bush was buried next to his wife and daughter. 
 
DATE: 12/08/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10:00p.m. 
LENGTH: 1:45 
SUMMARY: Governor-Elect Ron DeSantis is on his Thank you tour following his victory in the November 
election. 
His latest stop was in Port Orange today. 
WESH 2's Gail Paschall-Brown has a look. 
 
DATE: 12/10/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7:00a.m./8:00a.m. 
LENGTH: :26 
SUMMARY: 
New from overnight -- 
The European Union's top court says Britain can change its mind over Brexit -- boosting the hopes of 
people who want to stay in the E-U. 
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The European Court of Justice ruled today that when an E-U member country has notified its intent to 
leave -- that member state is free to revoke that notification. 
Britain voted to leave in 2016 triggering a two-year exit process. 
 
DATE: 12/17/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7:00a.m./8:00a.m. 
LENGTH: :48 
SUMMARY: 
Troubling news for President Donald Trump this morning. 
A new N-B-C Wall Street journal poll shows most Americans are questioning whether he is telling the 
whole truth on Russia. 
Mr. Trump's former lawyer Michael Cohen is heading to prison --- in part, for lying about trying to build a 
Trump skyscraper, during the campaign AND with help from the Russian government. 
The President's current lawyer, Rudy Giuliani, says President Trump will no longer talk to Special 
Counsel Robert Mueller -- who's leading the Russia investigation. 
Giuliani says it's also unlikely there will be a pardon for Cohen. 
<"That liar can say what he wants. I told his lawyers there would be no discussion of a pardon."> 
The president and his supporters continue to point out there's been no evidence of collusion between the 
Trump campaign and Russia. 
 
DATE: 12/18/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7:00a.m./8:00a.m. 
LENGTH: :45 
SUMMARY: 
This morning, 
Congress is still struggling to come up with a budget and avoid a partial government shutdown. 
The deadline is Friday, but it seems neither side is budging. 
President Trump is demanding five billion dollars for a border wall. 
Democrats have offered one-point-six billion dollars in border security and NOTHING for the wall. 
<"His temper tantrum will get him a shutdown but will not get him a wall. It's futile."> 
A partial shutdown would affect more than a dozen government agencies including: housing, 
transportation, justice, the state department and homeland security. 
400-thousand workers would also be left without pay and nearly that many could see their checks 
delayed. 

 
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Aired on Various Air Dates and Times 

 

SAFETY   

 

:15 AD COUNCIL – EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS “Ember”   

 The new PSAs illustrate the importance of preparing for tomorrow as “you never know 

when the day before a natural disaster the day is before.”  They direct audiences to 

Ready.gov-Today, where Americans can find local disaster preparedness information, a 

downloadable family emergency plan, emergency kit checklists, and other preparation 

resources. 

:30 AD COUNCIL – EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS “Not Sharing”   
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 The PSAs highlight the need for Americans to prepare in advance for emergencies.  

Created pro bono by New York-based advertising agency Deutsch Inc., the PSA’s depict 

the aftermath of a disaster and show the importance of having a plan in place in the 

event of a disaster.  Audiences are directed to start their family emergency plans at 

Ready.gov and Listo.gov, which provide extensive resources for preparing for 

emergencies. 

:30 AD COUNCIL – EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS “Seat of Pants”  

 The PSAs highlight the need for Americans to prepare in advance for emergencies.  

Created pro bono by New York-based advertising agency Deutsch Inc., the PSA’s depict 

the aftermath of a disaster and show the importance of having a plan in place in the 

event of a disaster.  Audiences are directed to start their family emergency plans at 

Ready.gov and Listo.gov, which provide extensive resources for preparing for 

emergencies 

:30 AD COUNCIL – WILDFIRE PREVENTION “Dragging Chains”  

 The PSA’s show Smokey the Bear surprising people with bear hugs for exhibiting proper 

fire prevention behaviors.  The campaign also includes new PSA’s that feature outdoor 

lovers thanking Smokey for all that he has done in his 70 years by returning his signature 

bear hug.  All the PSA’s include the hashtag# Smokey Bear Hug to encourage viewers to 

spread Smokey’s message.  All PSAs direct people to www.SmokeyBear.com to learn all 

about wildfires and how we can protect our forests. 

:30 AD COUNCIL – WILDLIFE PREVENTION “Smokey Birthday”  

 The PSA’s show Smokey the Bear surprising people with bear hugs for exhibiting proper 

fire prevention behaviors.  The campaign also includes new PSA’s that feature outdoor 

lovers thanking Smokey for all that he has done in his 70 years by returning his signature 

bear hug.  All the PSA’s include the hashtag# Smokey Bear Hug to encourage viewers to 

spread Smokey’s message.  All PSAs direct people to www.SmokeyBear.com to learn all 

about wildfires and how we can protect our forests. 

:30 AD COUNCIL – WILDFIRE PREVENTION “Smokey Planes” (SPANISH)  

 The PSA’s show Smokey the Bear surprising people with bear hugs for exhibiting proper 

fire prevention behaviors.  The campaign also includes new PSA’s that feature outdoor 

lovers thanking Smokey for all that he has done in his 70 years by returning his signature 

bear hug.  All the PSA’s include the hashtag# Smokey Bear Hug to encourage viewers to 

spread Smokey’s message.  All PSAs direct people to www.SmokeyBear.com to learn all 

about wildfires and how we can protect our forests. 

:30 AD COUNCIL – TEXTING & DRIVING PREVENTION “Just Drive”  

 This campaign targets adult drivers with a focus on texting and driving prevention.  

Adults live in a connected world where multi-tasking is the norm.  This manifests in the 

car where they recognize texting and driving is dangerous but do it anyway.  The 

average text takes drivers off the road for nearly 5 seconds.  When traveling at 55 mph, 

http://www.smokeybear.com/
http://www.smokeybear.com/
http://www.smokeybear.com/


 

22 | CW18 4th QUARTER 2018 
 

that enough to cover the length of a football filed.  The message being conveyed is that 

texting while driving isn’t multitasking, it’s essentially driving blind. 

:60 AD COUNCIL – TEXTING & DRIVING PREVENTION “Not a Joke”  

 This campaign targets adult drivers with a focus on texting and driving prevention.  

Adults live in a connected world where multi-tasking is the norm.  This manifests in the 

car where they recognize texting and driving is dangerous but do it anyway.  The 

average text takes drivers off the road for nearly 5 seconds.  When traveling at 55 mph, 

that enough to cover the length of a football filed.  The message being conveyed is that 

texting while driving isn’t multitasking, it’s essentially driving blind. 

:30 AD COUNCIL – BULLYING “Bad Trivia” 

 The campaign will raise awareness about the seriousness of the issue and highlight 

simple, yet powerful actions children can take when they witness an act of bullying, like 

tell a trusted adult or help the person being bullied get away from the situation.  Parents 

are directed to StopBullying.gov where they can hear advice from experts, students, and 

other parents on how to empower their children to be more than a bystander and help 

stop bullying nationwide. 

:30 AD COUNCIL BULLYING “Caine” 

 The campaign will raise awareness about the seriousness of the issue and highlight 

simple, yet powerful actions children can take when they witness an act of bullying, like 

tell a trusted adult or help the person being bullied get away from the situation.  Parents 

are directed to StopBullying.gov where they can hear advice from experts, students, and 

other parents on how to empower their children to be more than a bystander and help 

stop bullying nationwide. 

:60  AD COUNCIL CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY “Chairs”  

 Motor vehicle crashes are a leading cause of death for children age 1 through 12 years-

old.  This fatality rate could be reduced by about half if the correct child safety seat were 

always used.  The campaign uses anecdotal humor to show how parents today like to be 

up on the latest facts about their children, but many times forget about car seat safety. 

The PSAs encourage parents and caregivers with children ages 0-12 to visit safercar.gov-

therightseat. The website helps parents find the right car seat for their child's age and 

size and features NHTSA's best practices. 

:30 AD COUNCIL CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY “Chairs” (SPANISH) 

 Motor vehicle crashes are a leading cause of death for children age 1 through 12 years-

old.  This fatality rate could be reduced by about half if the correct child safety seat were 

always used.  The campaign uses anecdotal humor to show how parents today like to be 

up on the latest facts about their children, but many times forget about car seat safety. 

The PSAs encourage parents and caregivers with children ages 0-12 to visit safercar.gov-

therightseat. The website helps parents find the right car seat for their child's age and 

size and features NHTSA's best practices. 
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:30 AD COUNCIL CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY “Flashback” (SPANISH) 

 Motor vehicle crashes are a leading cause of death for children age 1 through 12 years-

old.  This fatality rate could be reduced by about half if the correct child safety seat were 

always used.  The campaign uses anecdotal humor to show how parents today like to be 

up on the latest facts about their children, but many times forget about car seat safety. 

The PSAs encourage parents and caregivers with children ages 0-12 to visit safercar.gov-

therightseat. The website helps parents find the right car seat for their child's age and 

size and features NHTSA's best practices. 

CW18 - ECONOMY   
 
DATE: 10/11/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7a 
LENGTH: :45 
SUMMARY:  Barely a decade after the mortgage crisis, mortgage fraud is on the rise.  Experts with 
CoreLogic say mortgage fraud risk jumped over 12 percent annually at the end of the second quarter.  
They gauge risk by looking at instances of fraud in identity, occupancy... and income ... which jumped 22 
percent alone.  
 
DATE: 10/12/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7a 
LENGTH: :25 
SUMMARY:  Mortgage rates are the highest they've been in seven years.  Experts say the average rate 
is up about five percent because of a healthy economy.  This is all tied to the Federal Reserve's recent 
interest rate hike and plans to raise it once more this year. 
 
DATE: 10/15/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7a  
LENGTH: :24 
SUMMARY:  It once revolutionized the way Americans shop.  Now Sears is going bankrupt. 
Overnight the once-dominant retail chain filed for Chapter 11 protection.  It's seeking 500-million dollars to 
stay open through the holidays rather than having to liquidate everything.  The company issued a 
statement saying it's hoping to keep profitable stores open along with the Sears and K-Mart websites. 
 
DATE: 10/29/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7a 
LENGTH: :31 
SUMMARY:  Do you want to trade in an old smartphone?  E-Bay is offering a new way to sell.  It has 
launched "instant selling" -- a service that skips the bidding and listing to offer immediate payment for 
used smartphones.  Consumers can input the condition and model of the phone to get a price offer.  
E-Bay will then provide a shipping label and voucher for payment.  It's currently only buying certain 
Samsung and Apple iPhone models that are either on A-T-and-T or Verizon's networks -- or unlocked. 
Other phone brands will be added next month. 
 
DATE: 10/11/2018 
NEWSCAST: 8a 
LENGTH: :45 
SUMMARY:  Barely a decade after the mortgage crisis, mortgage fraud is on the rise.  Experts with 
CoreLogic say mortgage fraud risk jumped over 12 percent annually at the end of the second quarter.  
They gauge risk by looking at instances of fraud in identity, occupancy... and income ... which jumped 22 
percent alone.  
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DATE: 10/12/2018 
NEWSCAST: 8a 
LENGTH: :25 
SUMMARY:  Mortgage rates are the highest they've been in seven years.  Experts say the average rate 
is up about five percent because of a healthy economy.  This is all tied to the Federal Reserve's recent 
interest rate hike and plans to raise it once more this year. 
 
DATE: 10/15/2018 
NEWSCAST: 8a  
LENGTH: :24 
SUMMARY:  It once revolutionized the way Americans shop.  Now Sears is going bankrupt. 
Overnight the once-dominant retail chain filed for Chapter 11 protection.  It's seeking 500-million dollars to 
stay open through the holidays rather than having to liquidate everything.  The company issued a 
statement saying it's hoping to keep profitable stores open along with the Sears and K-Mart websites. 
 
DATE: 10/29/2018 
NEWSCAST: 8a 
LENGTH: :31 
SUMMARY:  Do you want to trade in an old smartphone?  E-Bay is offering a new way to sell.  It has 
launched "instant selling" -- a service that skips the bidding and listing to offer immediate payment for 
used smartphones.  Consumers can input the condition and model of the phone to get a price offer.  
E-Bay will then provide a shipping label and voucher for payment.  It's currently only buying certain 
Samsung and Apple iPhone models that are either on A-T-and-T or Verizon's networks -- or unlocked. 
Other phone brands will be added next month. 
 
DATE: 10/2/2018 
NEWSCAST:  10p 
LENGTH: :25 
SUMMARY:  Amazon is increasing its minimum wage to 15 dollars an hour for ALL workers.      
Amazon announced the wage hike today-- saying it will benefit more than 250-thousand Amazon 
employees, and 100-thousand seasonal workers. C-E-O Jeff Bezos says he's excited about the change-
and encourages Amazon's competitors to do the same.  The hike takes effect November first.  The 
federal minimum wage is seven-25.   
 
DATE: 10/3/2018 
NEWSCAST:  10p 
LENGTH: 1:15 
SUMMARY:  Dead fish LITTER the beach in North Palm Beach -- where red tide is detected in the water. 
While scientists have yet to connect the two -- they're expecting tests back tomorrow -- to see how far the 
toxin has spread.  It's already been in the Gulf for months.  As Reporter Alexa Santos explains, 
fisherman is nervous about Stone Crab season. 
 
DATE: 10/9/2018 
NEWSCAST:  10p 
LENGTH: 1:40 
SUMMARY:  Tonight -- the developer of Altamonte Springs' most recognizable building says -- they're 
about to get ready for potential tenants.  The Majesty Building has been a construction zone for nearly 
two decades.  WESH 2's Amanda Ober found out -- it could soon be a HOT PROPERTY. 
 
DATE: 10/10/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:00 
SUMMARY:  People escaping the worst of Hurricane Michael headed south -- and more could be right on 
their heels.  Local hotels are helping evacuees search for housing.  WESH 2's Amanda Ober spoke to 
some -- who are offering deals. 
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DATE: 10/11/2018 
NEWSCAST:  10p 
LENGTH: :25 
SUMMARY:  Now is your Chance to Win More Than Half a BILLON-Dollars. There was NO winner in 
Tuesday's Mega Millions jackpot.  Now -- it's up to an estimated 548 MILLION dollars. The prize has been 
growing for 22 consecutive drawings since July 24th. The next drawing is set for TOMORROW.  The cash 
option is right around 309-million dollars. 
 
DATE: 10/17/2018 
NEWSCAST:  10p 
LENGTH: :45 
SUMMARY:  The future may be looking brighter for Orlando's embattled Fashion Square Mall. The mall 
has struggled for years and has changed owners at least 4 times since 2004.  But the developer of the 
iconic Orlando Eye says he has a vision to turn the mall around.  President of Unicorp National 
Developments, Chuck Whittall, thinks the mall needs to be re-created as an outdoor entertainment venue 
... with a mix of activities, retail, and dining.  Whittall says he has a contract to buy the land upon which 
the mall sits.  Whittall admits, several parties will have to buy into his vision for it to work ... but he's 
optimistic he'll be able to start construction within a year. 
 
DATE: 10/19/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:20 
SUMMARY:  Life Changing Events ---- Graduation --- Marriage --- Children.  How About Winning 
say ---- A BILLION Dollars!!  THIS is how much is up for grabs in just under an hour.  Winning the Mega 
Millions drawing for a BILLION dollars would be life changing-- But what would you do?  WESH 2's Dave 
McDaniel looks at some of the high dollar options-- 
 
DATE: 10/20/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p  
LENGTH: :25 
SUMMARY:  Break out your rabbit's foot, your four-leaf clover, whatever it might take to "up your luck". 
Because the mega millions jackpot is up to a record-breaking 1.6 billion and lottery fever has set in all 
over the country!  There were no jackpot winners after Friday night's drawing, pushing the new winning 
total over the billion-dollar mark. The next drawing takes place Tuesday night. 
 
DATE: 10/24/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:15 
SUMMARY:  When you buy a brand-new car ... you expect things to go smoothly. But the latest auto 
rankings from Consumer Reports shows that some automakers are more reliable than others!  Liz 
Mclaughlin has more on the winners and losers. 
 
DATE: 10/29/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: :50 
SUMMARY:  Two people are a couple million dollars richer.  Make that 688- million- dollars richer. 
The two Mega million winners are splitting Saturday's jackpot. One winning ticket was sold in Iowa. 
 
DATE: 10/30/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: :45 
SUMMARY:  New Tonight -- a celebration of SAUCE -- and honey and some other products you'll soon 
see at 4 Rivers.  Second Harvest Food Bank popped the top on its OWN line of products. 
 
DATE: 11/3/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 



 

26 | CW18 4th QUARTER 2018 
 

LENGTH: :25 
SUMMARY:  You saw them take the field last night during their home game against Temple and now, one 
of them could be yours. UCF Football is announcing they will make the full uniforms from Thursday night's 
space game available for purchase through a public auction. That includes jerseys, helmets, and pants. 
The auction opens Saturday morning at 11am and will run through Friday. The uniforms include 
constellations used to represent roads and buildings on campus at UCF. 
 
DATE: 11/11/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:20 
SUMMARY:  Before you start your holiday shopping -- some toys are already front-runners on this year's 
best-selling list. CNBC's Courtney Reagan looks at which toys are flying off store shelves. 
 
DATE: 11/16/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:30 
SUMMARY: It's the story almost EVERYONE is talking about. Tens of THOUSANDS of people in virtual 
lines -- and some in REAL lines outside the Dr. Phillips Center -- in hopes of getting tickets to see the 
musical Hamilton.  But as WESH 2's Matt Lupoli explains, not everything went according to plan.  
 
DATE: 11/16/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p  
LENGTH: :50 
SUMMARY:  Get the UCF flags, posters, and banners.  We are just hours away from College Game Day 
at UCF.  And the Knights are ready for their national TV debut.  College Game Day is an enormously 
popular show for college football fans and has officially arrived on campus.  Tonight, we flew over UCF - 
where crews were busy putting up tents and making final preparations. Tomorrow morning, it will highlight 
the national TV matchup between UCF and Cincinnati.  UCF fans have been popping up behind the 
game day hosts for some time now, spreading the message that the undefeated Knights need to be a 
larger part of the college football conversation. 
 
DATE: 11/17/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:10 
SUMMARY:  With less than a week till Black Friday, the holiday shopping rush is on the horizon.  But this 
year, some of the most desired gifts won't be something you can hold or even wrap.  NBC's Jo Ling 
Kent has that story. 
 
DATE: 11/18/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: :25 
SUMMARY:  If you plan to head out on the road for Thanksgiving here's something to be thankful for. Gas 
prices are falling. The average price of regular gasoline has dropped 12-cents-a-gallon over the last two 
weeks.  The national average is now two-dollars-and-72-cents.  Industry analysts say falling crude oil 
costs are the main reason for the decrease at the pump. 
 
DATE: 11/22/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:15 
SUMMARY:  They stuffed their stomachs with turkey and the trimmings -- and now they're about to stuff 
some shopping carts!  Tonight, shoppers are getting their Black Friday deals in early.  WESH 2's 
Michelle Meredith was out this evening when people were lining up in Altamonte Springs to score some 
big deals. 
 
DATE: 11/29/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 



 

27 | CW18 4th QUARTER 2018 
 

LENGTH: :30 
SUMMARY:  A new date has been announced for Elton John's Farewell Yellow Brick Road show in 
Orlando. The Amway Center announced that the singer will return for the show March 18, 2019. Concert 
tickets and parking passes for the original show will still be honored. 

ON THE MONEY 

On the Money - is a weekly syndicated program where business, political and economic figures are 
interviewed regarding current trends; it airs on WKCF-TV CW18, Sundays at 4:30a 

October 7, 2018 

This week’s On the Money – Correspondent Andrea Day on how corporate emails and intra office gossip emails 
are being stolen by hackers; Personal Finance Correspondent Sharon Epperson discusses the new FAFSA (Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid) form for college financial aid; Edmund Lee, The New York Times discusses 
how kids’ videogames may be illegally tracked by advertisers; Eterna Co-founder Adelle Archer; Real Estate Broker 
Ryan Serhant, Sell it Like Sierhant. 

October 14, 2018 

This week’s On the Money – Reporter Sharon Epperson how to balance repaying a student loan and saving on 
401(k); Reporter Phil LeBeau on rising interest rates; Reporter Jane Wells on a new device that shaves men’s 
backs; Storch Advisors CEO Jerry Storch on Amazon raising their minimum wage; Roadie CEO Marc Gorlin on 
Crowd Sourcing deliveries.  

October 21, 2018 

This week’s On the Money – Reporter Phil LeBeau and Fair CEO Scott Painter on the subscription car service; 
Reporter Eric Chemi on a new business called, “The Wrecking Club”; Reporter Diana Olink on rising mortgage 
rates; actor-entrepreneur Sarah Michelle Gellar on her new food company; Jacqueline Gifford (Travel + Leisure) 
on the best holiday getaway destinations and bargains. 

October 28, 2018 

This week’s On the Money – Reporter Meg Tirrell and Dr. Scott Sicherer on breakthroughs in allergy research; 
Reporter Sharon Epperson on open enrollment benefits and what is different this year; Reporter Morgan Brennan 
on a woman who gave up her job as a dental assistant to wrangle alligators; Avani Ramnani (Francis Financial) on 
how to protect oneself and one’s money after winning the lottery; South West Retail Advisors President Stacey 
Widlitz on finding workers for seasonal pop-up stores and hot costumes for Halloween. 

November 4, 2018 

This week’s On the Money – Reporter Aditi Roy on new transportation for California Senior Citizens to travel to 
marijuana dispensaries; Reporter Sharon Epperson on ways Americans are now saving for retirement; Focus 
Brands President Kat Cole on the loss of civility in American Life; Stuart and Kelly Josberger (Stumpy’s Hatchet 
Houses) on their growing franchise of venues for ax-throwing; Vivien Azur (Cowen) on the efforts of marijuana 
legalization from its health benefit to the impact on the liquor industry. 

November 11, 2018 
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This week’s On the Money – Reporter Sharon Epperson on finding the best credit card and whether rewards or 
cash back makes more sense; Reporter Kate Rogers on a program to train service dogs for Vets; Reporter Jane 
Wells on the hottest peppers in the world; Four Block Founder Michael Abrams on bridging the gap between 
returning Vets and the business community; Goble Founder Ooshna Garg on a home delivery meal service that 
promises fresh ingredients for a dinner that can be prepared in 15 minutes. 

November 18, 2018  

This week’s On the Money – Personal Finance Correspondent Sharon Epperson discusses how to avoid “failing” 
retirement; Correspondent Kate Rogers reports on a high school devoted to training people in the field of aviation; 
Correspondent Jane Wells reports on rethinking recycling; the founder of 1800-GOT-JUNK; and preventing pets 
from becoming obese. 

November 25, 2018 

This week’s On the Money – Correspondent Kate Rogers and retail Consultant Jan Kniffen reports on the holiday 
shopping season and the fate of retailers; Correspondent Andrea Day reports discusses on-line retailers; Personal 
Finance Correspondent Sharon Epperson reports on Roth IRA’s for children; and Dan Ackerman (CNET.com) 
reports. 

December 2, 2018 

This week’s On the Money – Personal Financial Correspondent Sharon Epperson gives year-end money tips; 
Christina Farr and Joel Dudley discuss the medical check-up of the future and how new technology may help 
detect issues.  Also:  Thom Filicia and Carson Kressley on designing on a budget’ and Jackie Breyer looks at the 
hottest toys for the holiday. 

December 9, 2018 

This week’s On the Money – Reporter Diane Olick discusses the possible reason for decreasing home values; Ryan 
O’Hara talks about how flipping homes is turning into a difficult way to make money; Personal Financial 
Correspondent Sharon Epperson provides year-end tax tips; Brian Vieci annualizes the Marriot data breach; and 
Hilaria Baldwin and Daphne Oz chat about their podcast “Mom Brain” 

December 16, 2018 
 
This week’s On the Money – Reporter Phil LeBeau and Michael Boyd (Boyd Group) on facial 
recognition for airline boarding; Personal Financial Correspondent Sharon Epperson on financial solutions 

for the New Year; Reporter Robert Frank on Paul Mitchell co-founder John-Paul DeJoria’s garage; and 
Danica Keller on helping kids with math homework. 

December 23, 2018 

This week’s On the Money – Reporter Phil LeBeau and Rebecca Lindland (Kelley Blue Book) on the future of 
electric cars; Personal Financial Correspondent Sharon Epperson on charitable giving and tax deductions; Radio 
Flyer CEO Robert Pasin on the company’s history and little red wagons; Ray Isle (Food & Wine) on affordable 
wines for the holiday. 

December 30, 2018 
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This week’s On the Money – Correspondent Eric Chemi and Mirror founder/CEO Brynn Putnam on new home 
fitness devices; technological advances to help users get and stay fit; personal finance correspondent Sharon 
Epperson on how to best use gift cards; Tom Kloza on falling oil prices; global kickboxing fitness franchise chain "9 
Round" is discussed by their co-founders Heather Hudson and Shannon Hudson 

CW18 - POLITICS  

DATE: 10/1/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7a 
LENGTH: :49 
SUMMARY:  Turning to Commitment 2018 this Morning, Florida Republicans held their biggest 
fundraiser of Candidate Ron DeSantis who met privately with Puerto Rican Pastors in Kissimmee on 
Saturday.  He touched on several topics including education.  <they would upend those, throw them out 
of those schools and force them into schools that aren't as good for those kids. So, I will protect those 
programs and I think we need to expand it so regardless of circumstances, students growing up in Florida 
have the tools they need to make the most of their own lives.> Meanwhile, Andrew Gillum's running mate, 
Chris King, held what he called a "protest rally" outside of DeSantis' event.  They want to expand 
Medicaid and criticized DeSantis' record on health care. 
 
DATE: 10/29/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7a 
LENGTH: :47 
SUMMARY:  With just a little more than a week until the midterm election, both candidates for Governor 
are campaigning for votes.  Republican Ron DeSantis and Democrat Andrew Gillum made stops in 
Central Florida over the weekend.  DeSantis told supporters in Melbourne that there is a big difference 
between him and his opponent.  <0:13 I'm the only one that ain't going to raise your taxes (cheer) 0:18 > 
VO--} In Orlando.  Gillum and his running mate Chris King spoke to a packed house at Majestic Life 
Church.  He focused on the economy and the environment.  < 1:18 We're going to build economy-work 
one jobs instead two and three jobs to make ends meet. 1:25 > President Donald Trump will be holding a 
campaign rally in Fort Myers on Wednesday, as well as in Pensacola on Saturday. 
 
DATE: 10/30/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7a 
LENGTH: :54 
SUMMARY:  In Commitment 2018 this Morning - We are now one week away from the midterm 
elections.  And Voters have a lot to consider as they determine whether the balance of power in 
Washington remains in Republican hands.  The case of both the pipe bombs sent in the mail and the 
horrific mass shooting at the synagogue in Pittsburgh could factor into voters' decisions next Tuesday.  
Some people are connecting the President's words with the hate and anger in the nation.  <"What we 
need are people in positions of authority to speak out quickly, firmly and forcefully about anti-Semitism 
and any other form of intolerance."><(sot: Sarah Sanders/White House Press Secretary  :41-:47) "The 
very first thing that the President did was condemn the attacks, both in Pittsburgh and in the pipe 
bombs."> Voters will also consider the migrant caravan -- which the President paints as ridden with 
criminals.  The Pentagon says 52-hundred additional troops will be deployed to the border by the end of 
the week. 
 
DATE: 10/1/2018 
NEWSCAST: 8a 
LENGTH: :49 
SUMMARY:  Turning to Commitment 2018 this Morning, Florida Republicans held their biggest 
fundraiser of Candidate Ron DeSantis who met privately with Puerto Rican Pastors in Kissimmee on 
Saturday.  He touched on several topics including education.  <they would upend those, throw them out 
of those schools and force them into schools that aren't as good for those kids. So, I will protect those 
programs and i think we need to expand it so regardless of circumstances, students growing up in Florida 
have the tools they need to make the most of their own lives.> Meanwhile, Andrew Gillum's running mate, 
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Chris King, held what he called a "protest rally" outside of DeSantis' event.  They want to expand 
Medicaid and criticized DeSantis' record on health care. 
 
DATE: 10/29/2018 
NEWSCAST: 8a 
LENGTH: :47 
SUMMARY:  With just a little more than a week until the midterm election, both candidates for Governor 
are campaigning for votes.  Republican Ron DeSantis and Democrat Andrew Gillum made stops in 
Central Florida over the weekend.  DeSantis told supporters in Melbourne that there is a big difference 
between him and his opponent.  <0:13 I'm the only one that isn’t going to raise your taxes (cheer) 0:18 > 
VO--} In Orlando.  Gillum and his running mate Chris King spoke to a packed house at Majestic Life 
Church.  He focused on the economy and the environment.  < 1:18 We're going to build economy-work 
one jobs instead two and three jobs to make ends meet. 1:25 > President Donald Trump will be holding a 
campaign rally in Fort Myers on Wednesday, as well as in Pensacola on Saturday. 
 
DATE: 10/30/2018 
NEWSCAST: 8a 
LENGTH: :54 
SUMMARY:  In Commitment 2018 this Morning - We are now one week away from the midterm 
elections.  And Voters have a lot to consider as they determine whether the balance of power in 
Washington remains in Republican hands.  The case of both the pipe bombs sent in the mail and the 
horrific mass shooting at the synagogue in Pittsburgh could factor into voters' decisions next Tuesday.  
Some people are connecting the President's words with the hate and anger in the nation.  <"What we 
need are people in positions of authority to speak out quickly, firmly and forcefully about anti-Semitism 
and any other form of intolerance."><(sot: Sarah Sanders/White House Press Secretary  :41-:47) "The 
very first thing that the President did was condemn the attacks, both in Pittsburgh and in the pipe 
bombs."> Voters will also consider the migrant caravan -- which the President paints as ridden with 
criminals.  The Pentagon says 52-hundred additional troops will be deployed to the border by the end of 
the week. 
 
DATE: 10/1/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:40 
SUMMARY:  Tonight -- the F-B-I has interviewed at least TWO people at a high school party, where Dr. 
Christine Blasey-Ford says Brett Kavanaugh assaulted her.  We're also hearing from the Supreme Court 
nominee's third accuser.  NBC's Blayne Alexander explains how the White House is handling the F-B-I 
investigation. 
 
DATE: 10/3/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:30 
SUMMARY:  An amendment on the November ballot is drawing CELEBRITY attention.  Today, singer 
John Legend visited Pine Hills -- in hopes of influencing voters.  WESH 2's Matt Lupoli was there -- and 
heard from someone directly affected by the ballot measure. 
 
DATE: 10/3/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: :50 
SUMMARY:  In Commitment 2018 -- two of three candidates for Orange County Sheriff faced off in a 
debate in Orlando tonight.  Orlando Police Chief John Mina and Joe Lopez answered questions about 
excessive force, reaching out to the community and civilians -- recording video at crime scenes.  Lopez 
criticized his opponent over crime rates in the city of Orlando -- where Mina has been Chief since 2014. 
DATE: 10/3/2018 
NEWSCAST: 11p 
LENGTH: 130 
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SUMMARY:  This November's ballot is filled with constitutional questions for Florida voters.  A few of 
those questions are getting a lot of attention, from TV ads to campaigning celebrities. Tonight -- WESH 
2's Matt Lupoli talked to a well-known singer trying to sway your vote. 
 
DATE: 10/8/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: :40 
SUMMARY:  Newly confirmed Supreme Court Justice Brett Kavanaugh gets another swearing in tonight -
- this time during a ceremonial event at the White House.  His first oath was in private -- as protesters 
climbed statues on the Supreme Court steps.  Tonight, Justice Kavanaugh spoke about moving forward -- 
following a contentious confirmation process. 
 
DATE: 10/8/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: :45 
SUMMARY:  Just hours earlier, President Trump promoted LAW and ORDER -- while in Orlando. 
President spoke at the International Association of Chiefs of Police conference -- recognizing some of 
Central Florida's fallen officers.  He also criticized sanctuary cities -- which opt NOT to enforce federal 
immigration orders. 
 
DATE: 10/9/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:35 
SUMMARY:  New Tonight -- calls for a Marion County School Board Member to resign -- over Facebook 
posts about RAPE.  There's a petition circulating and tonight -- a group showed up at the school board 
meeting.  WESH 2's Sanika Dange spoke with the elected leader at the center of all the controversy. 
 
DATE: 10/10/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: :35 
SUMMARY:  New Tonight -- President Donald Trump started off a campaign rally in Pennsylvania -- 
talking about Florida.  He sent thoughts and prayers to the Panhandle -- calling Hurricane Michael a 
"really big one." 
 
DATE: 10/11/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:00 
SUMMARY: In Washington, D.C. ... Quite a Surreal Scene in the Oval Office Today.  President Trump 
and the White House Press Corps gathered around the resolute desk ... with Kanye West delivering a 
frantic -- at times, jarring monologue for more than 10 minutes.  West repeatedly slapping the historic 
desk on more than 3 dozen topics. He talked about an alternate universe - prison reform and his Trump 
hat. He was quite profane at times. The provocative performance nearly leaving even the President 
speechless. 
 
DATE: 10/13/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:20 
SUMMARY:  For many of Florida's major politicians, it's anything but a typical campaign weekend in the 
wake of Hurricane Michael.  Candidates are spending all their time in the areas struck by the storm.  As 
WESH 2’s Matt Lupoli reports ... one candidate announced tonight he's backing out of a debate to focus 
on recovery.  
 
DATE: 10/15/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 2:30 
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SUMMARY:  Turning to Commitment 2018--The midterm elections are going to have a MAJOR impact 
on our state.  Florida will elect a new Governor, as our current Governor attempts to unseat a Democratic 
Senator.  This year, campaign season COLLIDED with hurricane season, with Florida STILL reeling from 
the effects of Hurricane Michael. 
 
DATE: 10/17/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: :55 
SUMMARY:  House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi met with survivors of the Parkland School shooting 
today.  She was joined by fellow Democratic Congressman Ted Deutch, who represents the Parkland 
area. They talked about ways to prevent gun violence, including legislation Pelosi says she will push if 
Democrats take control of Congress.  That legislation would expand background checks on certain gun 
sales. 
 
DATE: 10/20/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:15 
SUMMARY:  Tonight -- a Lakeland City Commissioner is being held without bond. He was arrested two 
weeks after the shooting death of a shoplifter at the commissioner's military surplus store. WESH 2's 
Kelly Rippin has new details from his appearance in court this morning.  
 
DATE: 10/21/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:37 
SUMMARY:  From Red Tide – to Immigration.  Florida's two gubernatorial candidates took center stage 
in Tampa -- for their FIRST debate. Good evening, I'm Meredith McDonough in for Sanika Dange. As 
WESH 2's Bob Hazen reports, neither candidate held anything back. 
 
DATE: 10/21/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: :40 
SUMMARY:  A group of open carry gun enthusiasts had a well-armed visit to Miami Beach. "Florida carry" 
caused a disturbance when they showed up at the Pointe Park Pier in June.  At that time, six members of 
the group startled fishermen and visitors, some of whom notified police. Officers temporarily detained and 
disarmed the group but determined that they were within their rights to carry weapons.  This time, the 
group announced it would show up at the pier on a Facebook page, and police were ready and 
accommodating. 
 
DATE: 10/24/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:30 
SUMMARY:  A fiery back and forth in South Florida as the candidates for Governor debate some of the 
hot topic issues tonight.  It started with health care - and turned into talks of racism.  A lot of things 
discussed tonight between Ron DeSantis and Andrew Gillum. 
 
DATE: 10/26/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:00 
SUMMARY:  New on WESH 2 - The City of Lakeland has decided who will fulfill Michael Dunn's open 
commissioner seat.  Dunn is now out on bond on second-degree murder charges.  Store video shows him 
shooting and killing Christobal Lopez at his Lakeland military surplus store on October 3rd when Lopez 
allegedly tried to steal a hatchet.  In a special meeting and 5-1 vote, commissioners decided that former 
City Commissioner Don Selvage will fill Dunn's seat temporarily. 
 
DATE: 10/27/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
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LENGTH: 1:20 
SUMMARY:  Turning to Commitment 2018.  They're campaigning, with a tour bus -- asking for your 
vote this election -- but they're not politicians. The bus reads "Let my people vote," and it's carrying 
campaigners for Amendment Four. They made a stop in Orlando's Washington Shores neighborhood 
today.  Amendment Four asks voters to restore the voting rights of felons who have served their 
sentence.  Florida is one of only four states that permanently axes the voting rights of ex-felons. And it is 
home to more people banned from voting than any other state.  Ex-felons like Desmond Meade have 
been fighting for this for years.  He tells us, it's about making sure EVERYONE has a say in their 
community. 
 
DATE: 10/30/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: :45 
SUMMARY:  The focus in Pittsburgh is ALSO on healing -- following a Presidential visit.  The first family 
paid their respects at the Tree of Life Synagogue just hours ago.  They laid stones on the memorials 
outside the building -- and paid their respects.  President Donald Trump also visited the patients still 
recovering at the hospital. 
 
DATE: 10/31/2018 
NEWSCAST:  10p 
LENGTH: 1:30 
SUMMARY:  In Commitment 2018 -- President Donald Trump is focusing on Florida voters with the first 
of TWO rallies here this week.  He was in Fort Myers tonight.  And top Republicans are hoping his visit 
helps them win on Tuesday. 
 
DATE: 10/31/2018 
NEWSCAST:  10p 
LENGTH: :40 
SUMMARY:   Another political heavyweight was in Florida today.  Senator Bernie Sanders was in town 
today to campaign for Democratic Gubernatorial Candidate Andrew Gillum.  Sanders spoke to a crowd of 
several hundred students inside the C-F-E arena at U-C-F.  Sanders had endorsed Gillum early on and 
reiterated his support today.  He also took a verbal jab at President Donald Trump who has recently 
tweeted attacks against Gillum. 
 
DATE: 11/12/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7a 
LENGTH: 2:00 
SUMMARY:  Elections officials across the state are recounting every ballot cast in the midterm election to 
try and meet a deadline just a few days away.  It's been nearly a week since Election Day and the races 
for Governor, Senate, and Agriculture Commissioner are all still undecided.  In the Senate race --- 
Republican Rick Scott's lead over Democratic Bill Nelson has been dwindling since last Tuesday.  They're 
only separated by about 12,500 votes ... Or just "point one five" percent.  WESH 2's Hadas Brown has 
the latest. 
 
DATE: 11/13/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7a 
LENGTH: 2:00 
SUMMARY:  Still counting.  Election officials across Florida are racing to tally up millions of ballots --- and 
meet the Thursday recount deadline.  This is a live look at Broward County where those efforts are 
already underway this morning. 
This -- as lawsuits mount, and tensions flare over the process to determine who won your vote.  WESH 
2's Hadas Brown is LIVE in Seminole County where work continues today as well.  Hadas, what's the 
progress been like there -- and are they expected to meet deadline? 
 
DATE: 11/14/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7a 
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LENGTH: 2:00 
SUMMARY:   It's a race against the clock.  You're looking live in Broward County, where elections 
workers have been tallying ballots throughout the night.  The state deadline for recounts remains set for 
tomorrow afternoon.  But, there are concerns, this morning, some localities -- won't be ready in time. 
Palm Beach County, for example, says it's machines overheated -- causing the tallies to be off!       
WESH 2's Kelly Rippin is LIVE this morning.  Kelly, this all comes after Senator Bill Nelson filed another 
lawsuit.  Kelly, what's he pushing for? 
DATE: 11/19/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7a 
LENGTH: :45 
SUMMARY:  Sometime before Thanksgiving, President Donald Trump is expected to submit written 
answers regarding the Russia Investigation.  Friday the President announced he finished answering 
questions for Special Counsel Robert Mueller's inquiry into Russian meddling in the 2016 election. 
President Trump called the investigation a hoax and said he has nothing to hide.  <:21 It wasn't a big 
deal. You're going to make it like i had meetings for many, many hours. I got the questions, i responded, 
we wrote them out, i read them once, we need some changes, that's it. Very simple. you know why? I did 
nothing wrong. :38>   The President only answers questions about collusion with Russia not possible 
obstruction of Justice. 
 
DATE: 11/12/2018 
NEWSCAST:  8a 
LENGTH: 2:00 
SUMMARY:  Elections officials across the state are recounting every ballot cast in the midterm election to 
try and meet a deadline just a few days away.  It's been nearly a week since election day and the races 
for Governor, Senate, and Agriculture Commissioner are all still undecided.  In the Senate race --- 
Republican Rick Scott's lead over Democratic Bill Nelson has been dwindling since last Tuesday. 
They're only separated by about 12,500 votes or just "point one five" percent.  WESH 2's Hadas Brown 
has the latest. 
 
DATE: 11/13/2018 
NEWSCAST: 8a 
LENGTH: 2:00 
SUMMARY:  Still counting.  Election officials across Florida are racing to tally up millions of ballots --- and 
meet the Thursday recount deadline.  This is a live look at Broward County where those efforts are 
already underway this morning.  This -- as lawsuits mount, and tensions flare over the process to 
determine who won your vote.  WESH 2's Hadas Brown is LIVE in Seminole County where work 
continues today as well.  Hadas, what's the progress been like there -- and are they expected to meet 
deadline? 
 
DATE: 11/14/2018 
NEWSCAST: 8a 
LENGTH: 2:00 
SUMMARY:  It's a race against the clock.  You're looking live in Broward County, where elections workers 
have been tallying ballots throughout the night.  The state deadline for recounts remains set for tomorrow 
afternoon.  But, there are concerns, this morning, some localities -- won't be ready in time.  Palm Beach 
County, for example, says it's machines overheated -- causing the tallies to be off!  WESH 2's Kelly 
Rippin is LIVE this morning.  Kelly, this all comes after Senator Bill Nelson filed another lawsuit.  Kelly, 
what's he pushing for? 
 
DATE: 11/19/2018 
NEWSCAST: 8a 
LENGTH: :45 
SUMMARY:  Sometime before Thanksgiving, President Donald Trump is expected to submit written 
answers regarding the Russia Investigation.  Friday the president announced he finished answering 
questions for Special Counsel Robert Mueller's inquiry into Russian meddling in the 2016 election. 
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President Trump called the investigation a hoax and said he has nothing to hide.  <:21 It wasn't a big 
deal. You're going to make it like i had meetings for many, many hours. I got the questions, i responded, 
we wrote them out, i read them once, we need some changes, that's it. Very simple. you know why? I did 
nothing wrong. :38> The President only answers questions about collusion with Russia not possible 
obstruction of justice. 
 
DATE: 11/28/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:20 
SUMMARY:  Florida drivers could soon be required to drive hands free. That means no texting or holding 

your phone to talk.  Andrew Lofholm spoke with a lawmaker about why she filed the Bill and why not all 

drivers support it. 

DATE: 11/3/2018 
NEWSCAST:  10p 
LENGTH: 1:20 
SUMMARY:  President Donald Trump has made his second stop in Florida in just one week. Tonight, he 
was in Pensacola rallying for the state's Republican candidates for the U.S. Senate and Governor. WESH 
2's Gail Paschall-Brown has more on the Governor's race with just three days until Election Day. 
 
DATE: 11/3/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: :25 
SUMMARY:  Early voting ends tomorrow in most places across the state.  Early voting locations have 
been packed.  This was the scene earlier today at the Alafaya Branch Library along East Colonial Drive. 
We're told today there was about a 30-minute wait for people to cast their votes. 
 
DATE: 11/7/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:20 
SUMMARY:  Former U.S. Attorney General Jeff sessions has left the Department of Justice for what's 
likely his last time. Sessions walked out of the Justice Department tonight to immense applause by 
dozens of staffers.  NBC's Pete Williams has more on this sudden shift in office. 
 
DATE: 11/7/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 2:05 
SUMMARY:  Governor Rick Scott was quick to claim victory in last night's election.  But Democrat Bill 
Nelson is not waving the white flag just yet.  Nelson has not conceded -  he's still fighting to keep his job. 
He's challenging the results in the Senate race even though Rick Scott is claiming victory.  Scott leads by 
about 30-thousand votes -- but it still looks like this showdown is heading for a recount.  WESH 2 News 
Political Reporter Greg Fox walks us through that process and has reaction from the campaigns. 
 
DATE: 11/11/2018 
NEWSCAST:  10p 
LENGTH: 1:20 
SUMMARY:  Good Evening, I'm Sanika Dange - Tension are growing in Florida today as threats of 
litigation dominated the first day of recounting the vote for U.S. Senator and Governor.  As WESH 2’s 
Amanda Ober reports all eyes are on local elections offices as they undertake an unprecedented task.... 
 
 
DATE: 11/16/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:00 
SUMMARY:  Happening Now - election workers across the state are now hand counting more than 
93,000 ballots cast in last week's election. They were ordered in the races between Republican, Governor 
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Rick Scott and Incumbent Democrat Bill Nelson for Senate and Democrat Nikki fried and Republican Matt 
Caldwell for Agriculture Commissioner. Scott and Fried are leading. 
 
DATE: 11/17/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:00 
SUMMARY:  It's Official - Democrat Andrew Gillum says he is ending his hard-fought race for Florida 
Governor and has congratulated Republic Ron DeSantis.  Gillum had conceded to DeSantis on Election 
night but retracted it after the margin between the two candidates narrowed. The race went to a legally 
required recount, but after an initial machine recount DeSantis still led Gillum by more than 30,000 votes. 
Gillum said in a post to his Facebook page that he has accepted the outcome and reiterated that every 
vote needed to be counted. 
 
DATE: 11/18/2018 
NEWSCAST:  10p 
LENGTH: 1:30 
SUMMARY:  It happened almost two weeks later than expected, but Florida's midterm election is over, 
and Rick Scott has been declared the winner in the race for U.S. Senate.  We heard from Scott and 
opponent Bill Nelson today.  WESH 2's Amanda Ober has more on how the two men are ending two 
weeks of their very tense, post-election battle. 
 
DATE: 11/29/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:30 
SUMMARY:  He was once among President Trump's closest confidants - but today - Michael Cohen 
entered a guilty plea for lying to Congress - a sign that he is further cooperating with Special Counsel 
Robert Mueller's Russia investigation.  Soon after Cohen's plea became public - President Trump 
canceled a planned meeting with Russian President Vladimir Putin this weekend.  NBC's Blayne 
Alexander has more from Washington, D.C. 

 

MATTER of FACT 

CW18 – Sunday’s at 8a and ESTRELLA TV – Sunday’s at 7:30a 

October 7, 2018 
This week on Matter of Fact with Soledad O’Brien, with all the national media focused on Washington, 
we shine our spotlight on North Carolina.  Three weeks after Hurricane Florence hit the state, the waters 
are receding but there is a long road of recovery ahead.  Soledad speaks with Samuel Gunter in Raleigh, 
North Carolina.  He’s the head of the North Carolina Housing Coalition and says the storm 
exacerbated an already dire housing situation, with many people still awaiting help from the government 
to rebuild their homes after 2016’s Hurricane Matthew.  The lack of action has led HUD to label North 
Carolina a “slow spender.” 
 
And, there is a growing enclave of American women leaving the U.S. for Merida, Mexico.  A popular 
tourist city on the Yucatan Peninsula, Merida is full of history, culture, and art.  But these women aren’t 
going for vacation.  They self-deported after their undocumented spouses were forced to leave the USA.  
Correspondent Leone Lakhani travels to Merida to meet these women, who learned that even if you 
marry an American citizen, it doesn’t automatically protect you from deportation. 
 
Plus, meet the “geniuses”!  The MacArthur Foundation just announced the winners for this year’s so-
called “genius” award.  25 people from all over the country, in all different professions, who are given 
$625,000 for their exceptional creativity and passion.  We meet one of the winners. Okwui Okpokwasili, 
is a performance artist from New York.  Her 2014 performance, “Bronx Gothic,” was hailed as a “tour de 
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force” by The New Yorker and “mesmerizing” by The New York Times.  She joins Soledad in studio to talk 
about her art, and what she’s going to do with the money. 
 
In our weekly feature “were paying attention even if you are too busy”, gun reform advocates are hailing 
the passage the first new gun law in Pennsylvania in a decade.  The Bill, passed by the Republican 
control state legislature, requires people convicted of domestic violence to surrender their guns within 24 
hours.  While it may seem like a small change (it received a neutral grade from the NRA), it’s one of 
several new gun bills passed in state legislatures around the country since February shooting at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida, which left 17 people dead. 
 
And finally, do you need a little digital detox?  Between work, play, and binge watching our favorite 
shows, we can spend all day staring at screens.  A new startup company has come up with a new 
product to help you break your digital addiction.  They’re a special pair of glasses that make your screen 
look “off”, even when it’s “on”. 
 
October 14, 2018 
This week on Matter of Fact with Soledad O’Brien, meet Dr. Katharine Hayhoe.  She’s been hailed as 
the best communicator on climate change.  She wins over skeptics because she’s not just an 
atmospheric scientist, but also an evangelical Christian.  Most evangelical Christians do not believe global 
warming is caused by human activity. Dr. Hayhoe tells Soledad that she doesn’t “believe” in global 
warming either.  She knows it’s real because of science and data.  How is that message received by her 
fellow evangelical Christians?  Dr. Hayhoe joins Soledad from Lubbock, Texas. 
 
Do we need bipartisanship in Congress?  82% of likely voters say they want lawmakers to reach across 
the aisle more often to get things done.  But with more extreme partisan candidates up for election this 
year, is that really an option?  We talk to Democratic and Republican strategist, for their insight on how to 
heal the political divide in D.C. 
 
Plus, Native Americans have some of the lowest voter turnout of any racial or ethnic group.  Yet they’ve 
made the difference between winning and losing in several recent elections.  Attorney Jacqueline De 
Leon is with the Native American Rights Fund.  She tells Soledad about the roadblocks preventing 
Native Americans from voting, and how she’s working to overcome them. 
 
In our weekly segment, we’re paying attention even if your too busy” Justice Brett Kavanaugh is already 
at work on the Supreme Court.  We look at his first days on the bench, including which cases he weighed 
in on, and how he’s already making history. 
 
And finally, NASA is looking for Opportunity; the Mars rover that is.  Opportunity hasn’t been heard from 
since June, when a massive dust storm blanked the red planet.  It blocked the sun, which is how 
Opportunity recharges its battery.  The rover is in a kind of hibernation, and NASA is giving it until 
October 25th to try and wake it up. 
 
October 21, 2018 
This week on Matter of Fact with Soledad O’Brien, when it comes to issues voters care about, 
healthcare is consistently at the top of the list.  So, it’s not surprising that just a few weeks from the 
election, more and more Republicans are casting themselves as defenders of pre-existing conditions.  
Tom Miller is with the American Enterprise Institute, a conservative think tank in Washington.  He sits 
down with Soledad to explain why Republicans have so dramatically changed their position on health 
care and whether this so-called “Hail Mary” will work with voters. 
 
It’s been a year since #MeToo went viral.  Since then, we’ve seen entertainment icons, elected officials, 
and CEOs toppled in the face of sexual abuse allegations.  But #MeToo was started more than a decade 
ago by Tarana Burke.  She joins Soledad to explain what she thinks of the current #Me-too movement, 
where it should go, and why some of the men accused of harassment, should be able to make a 
comeback. 
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And, in 1998, Matthew Shepard was murdered in Laramie, Wyoming.  He was a twenty-one-year old 
college student.  And he was gay.  His murder is considered one of the worst hate crimes in U.S. history.  
For twenty years, his parents have tried to find a safe final resting place for their son.  And next week, his 
ashes will be interred at the National Cathedral in Washington. His father, Dennis, talks to Soledad about 
his journey from grief, to activism, and now peace. 
 
In our weekly segment, “we’re paying attention even if your too busy” did you know that slavery is still 
legal in some parts of the United States?  It’s because of a loophole in the 13th Amendment, which 
abolished most forms of slavery but left an exemption for slavery as punishment for prisoners.  That 
wording made its way into the state constitution of Colorado.  And in November, voters will finally have 
the chance to abolish slavery completely by removing the loophole. 
 
And finally, have you heard of the Pacific garbage patch?  It’s a giant floating pile of debris in the Pacific 
Ocean between San Francisco and Hawaii.  Now a new company is launching a 2,000-foot-long pipe that 
will trap the trash.  And then every 2 months a garbage boat will come and collect it.  They hope to clean 
up 90% of the garbage in the world’s oceans by 2040. 
 
October 28, 2018 
This week on Matter of Fact with Soledad O’Brien, with a mid-term elections less than two week away, 
voter turnout will make the difference between winning and losing in several tight races.  But for minority 
voters, neither Republicans nor Democrats are doing a good job of reaching out.  In 2016, black voter 
turnout fell for the first time in two decades and activists say that disenchantment with the system 
continues to keep voters away from the polls.  But instead of stoking anger, Arisha Hatch from Color of 
Change, says her organization is trying to engage voters with a positive message of change. 
 
For Latino voters, it’s a different challenge.  Even though they turned out for George W. Bush and Barack 
Obama in near record numbers, don’t expect the same turnout in November.  Part of the problem is that 
six in ten Latino voters say neither party has reached out to them this year.  Chiqui Cartagena is a guru 
in understanding the Latino market.  She says, if Democrats are hoping President Trump’s rhetoric on 
immigrants will motivate Latino voters, they are wrong.  Latinos usually vote on pocketbook issues and 
not down partisan lines. 
 
Plus, calling all mavericks.  The McCain Institute rolled out a new initiative to encourage people to vote.  
It’s called “mavericks needed” and uses the late Senator’s own words to re-engage Americans around the 
country’s core values, including freedom, hope, and human rights.  Ambassador Kurt Volker, Executive 
Director of the McCain Institute, says although Senator McCain was a conservative Republican, he was 
not afraid to reach across the aisle to put America’s needs first. 
 
In our weekly segment, “we’re paying attention even if you are too busy” a question about transgender 
rights is on the ballot in Massachusetts this November.  A 2016 state Bill gave broad protections to 
transgender people – including the right to use a bathroom based on gender identity, not sex.  Now 
Question 3 on the ballot could repeal that law.  It comes as the Trump Administration is reportedly 
considering a new legal definition of gender in America.  Basing it solely on a person’s biological sex at 
birth.  That sparked protests outside the White House and around the country and transgender people 
said they would not be erased. 
 
And finally, Hamilton star, Lin Manuel Mirando has been raising millions to help Puerto Rico recover 
from Hurricane Maria.  This week, he unveiled a new multi-million-dollar initiative to help the island’s 
coffee industry.  80% of Puerto Rico’s coffee crops were destroyed by the storm.  We hear from Lim 
Manuel about his new project. 
 
November 4, 2018 
This week on Matter of Fact with Soledad O’Brien, will millennials make a difference in the midterm 
elections?  When Taylor Swift told her young fans to register to vote, they did – in large numbers.  But will 
they cast a ballot in November 6th?  We talk to a 20-year old voter who works for the non-profit group, 
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Headcount.org about how she is working to make voting relevant in the lives of her peers and how 
technology is helping. 
 
Plus, is your brain hardwired for partisanship?  The answer, according to Neuroscientist David Rock is 
yes.  He tells Soledad that it’s in our evolutionary DNA to view the world as either “in groups” or “Out 
groups.”  And, if someone is in your “out group” your brain creates ideological silos that make it harder for 
you to accept what they are saying.  He explains how to override your brain and work together. 
And we met an artist behind the new exhibit at the National Gallery of Art in Washington, D.C.  Dawoud 
Bey created “The Birmingham Project” to honor the victims of the 1963 church bombing in Alabama 
that killed 4 young black girls.  Later that day 2 young black boys were also killed in racially motivated 
attacks in Birmingham.  Dawoud shares his vision for the project, and how he hopes it will connect that 
past and present in the fight for civil rights. 
 
In our weekly segment we like to call. “we’re paying attention even if you’re too busy” Facebook is 
promising to keep this year’s midterm election safe from foreign interference.  After facing criticism for the 
way online trolls were able to spread disinformation during the 2016 Presidential election, we’ll show you 
what changes they’ve made ahead of the midterm elections. 
 
And finally, are you smart enough to be a citizen?  Sadly, most Americans can’t pass the civics test given 
to immigrants who want to become U.S. citizens.  We’ll test your knowledge with some sample questions, 
and don’t worry, we’ll give you the answers! 
 
November 11, 2018 
This week on a SPECIAL EDITION of Matter of Fact with Soledad O’Brien, - she takes viewers to the 
U.S. - Mexico border in Hidalgo County, Texas for an in depth look at President Trump’s proposed border 
wall.  Soledad gets the perspective from the people who live and work at ground zero in the fight over 
immigration. 
 
First, we speak to three landowners who own property along the Rio Grande.  A new border wall system 
would cut through their land.  At least one family tells us they’re going to fight to keep their property 
united.  But another landowner says the section of border fencing already on his property has reduced the 
number of illegal crossings and he welcomes expanding the barrier.  And out third landowner is in the 
middle.  He points the finger at Washington, D.C., saying Republicans and Democrats are using 
immigration as a political football, and its people on the border who are caught in the middle. 
 
Next, we get to two official perspectives on the wall.  Border Patrol Chief Manuel Padilla is the head of 
the Rio Valley Sector, the busiest crossing point in the southwest.  We go on a ride along with his agents 
as they search for illegal immigrants.  Padilla says very simply:  the wall works.  But the Mayor of 
McAllen. Texas disagrees.  Jim Darling tells Soledad his city, the largest in Hidalgo County, relies on an 
open relationship with Mexico.  He says there is no immigration crisis there, and that McAllen benefits 
economically for its business ties with Mexico. 
 
And 70 miles north of the border lies the Falfurrias checkpoint in Brooks County.  It’s the last border patrol 
checkpoint in the Rio Grande Valley.  It’s also where most migrant deaths happen.  The Sheriff’s 
department there has recovered the bodies of 44 immigrants so far this year.  As the Sheriff tells us, 
“once you get in that stage of dehydration it’s just a matter of time before you die.” 
 
Once the immigrants have been detained and processed by CBP, they are given a bus ticket and a 
“Promise to appear” letter from the federal government.  Then they’re on their own.  For many, they are 
sick, don’t speak English, and have no money.  So, the bus station in McAllen has turned into a respite 
center.  A Sister Norma Pimentel is right there to help them on their journey.  Both Mayor Darling and 
Chief Padilla praise Sister Norma for the work she and her volunteers do.  As Padilla says, she lives her 
faith. 
 
And finally, we take you inside the Santa Ana Wildlife Refuge.  This is one area where you won’t find a 
wall.  That’s because Congress stipulated earlier this year that any money approved for the border 
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security, could not be used to build a wall in the refuge because it would threaten the endangered species 
that live there. 
 
November 18, 2018 
This week on Matter of Fact with Soledad O’Brien, voter disenfranchisement was a big issue during the 
recent midterm elections.  But in Florida, voters agreed to restore voting rights to nearly one million ex-
felons.  We speak to Marlon Peterson, a former convict turned activist, and Columbia University 
Law Professor Bernard Harcourt on whether this is the beginning of a national movement. 
 
And we head to Baltimore where the St. Frances H.S. football team has become a powerhouse that’s 
due to generous support of their benefactor, and Head Coach, Biff Poggi.  He made his fortune in 
finance and is now using his money to provide the support a lot of these teens don’t have in their lives.  
Jessica Gomez has the story of how he’s helping them win on and off the field, and why it’s not without 
controversy. 
 
Plus, Max Boot was a lifelong Republican who worked to promote the conservative agenda.  But that 
was before President Trump.  The bestselling author sits down with Soledad O’Brien to explain why he 
decided to leave the Republican party.  Just don’t call him a Democrat! 
 
In our weekly segment, “we’re paying attention even if you’re too busy”, it’s freshmen orientation week on 
Capitol Hill.  While they’ll get to know each other, have their pictures taken, they’ll also be studying.  Each 
member is given a copy of the rules of parliamentary procedure, the U.S. constitution and Jefferson’s 
Manual.  At 1,500 pages, they have a lot of rules to learn before January 3rd. 
 
And finally, meet the headless chicken monster.  No, that’s not its scientific name, but for only the second 
time in history, researchers have caught the creature on camera.  It’s really a type of sea cucumber with 
fins.  Researchers spotted the rare headless chicken monster, named for how it looks, while they were 
studying the effects of deep sea fishing off the coast of Antarctica. 
 
November 25, 2018  
This week on Matter of Fact with Soledad O’Brien, women make up nearly half of the entire U.S. labor 
force.  Yet many women say companies haven’t changed their corporate culture to reflect this.  And it’s 
not just companies, Daniel Stapleton was shocked to find out how little he knew about how his female 
colleagues were treated at work.  IT spurred him into action, and with another co-worker, he launched a 
new company, In Her Sight, to help make a change.   
 
And, we first introduced you to Monica Sparks and Jessica Ann Tyson when these Michigan twins get 
personal and talk about how their mother taught them to fight for their beliefs without fighting each other. 
 
Plus, we get an update on the Indiana company that is paying to get their employees clean.  In response 
to the high number of Opioid deaths in their state, Belden launched a new program to give potential 
employees who failed a drug screening test a second chance.  If they successfully finish the program, 
they are guaranteed a job. 
 
In our weekly feature, “we’re paying attention even if you’re too busy”, even vigorous shopping on Black 
Friday could count as aerobic exercise and that’s a good thing.  According to new guidelines from the 
federal government, American adults need to move more.  And it doesn’t have to be in a gym! 
 
And finally, we dispel a longstanding myth that resurfaces every Thanksgiving.  Did Benjamin Franklin 
really want America’s symbol to be a turkey instead of an eagle?  We’ll explain how this myth started and 
tell you what Franklin really thought about the battle of the birds. 
 
December 2, 2018 
This week on Matter of Fact with Soledad O’Brien, new numbers from the CDC show more young 
children are being diagnosed with a mysterious polio-like illness known as AFM.  Cases of Acute Flaccid 
Myelitis have been diagnosed in more than 30 states.  Doctors say the illness is caused by a virus that 
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starts off like a common cold but very quickly leaves patients paralyzed but they don’t know what causes 
it or how to treat it.  The average age of patients is just 4 years old.  That’s how old Joey Wilcox was 
when he contracted AFM in September.  Jeremy Wilcox, Joey’s father, joins Soledad to share his son’s 
story and warn other parents about AFM.  Soledad also speaks with Dr. Anthony Fauci from the 
National Institutes of Health who is heading up the government’s research into this very rare and 
frightening disease. 
 
Plus, after several members of Congress were forced to resign because of sexual harassment 
accusations, lawmakers vowed to change the rules – and the culture – on Capitol Hill.  But as the end of 
the Congressional Term approaches, there’s been no resolution.  Representative Jackie Speir (D-CA) 
joins Soledad and says she’s still hopeful for an agreement.  Speier is one of Congress’s most outspoken 
advocates for increasing protection for victims of sexual harassment.  She speaks candidly about her own 
experience when she was a young Congressional staffer and explains why she believes Capitol Hill is a 
breeding ground for workplace harassment. 
 
And, it’s a shocking statistic, nearly half of all U.S. college students don’t have enough to eat.  Often 
forced to choose between paying tuition or food, students are unable to make ends meet.  Even at 
America’s elite universities.  Sara Goldrick-Rab from Temple University in Philadelphia says the cost 
of education is robbing many children from middle class families of a chance to get a higher education 
and achieve the American Dream.  She also tells Soledad how state and federal governments can help. 
 
In our weekly segment, “we’re paying attention even if you are too busy”, with all the headlines and 
Presidential tweets, you may be surprised to learn that a number of undocumented immigrants in the U.S. 
is declining.  That’s according to new statistics just released.  We’ll breakdown the numbers and explain 
what’s behind the decline. 
 
And finally, “misinformation” is the word of the year!  Dictionary.com picks the word of the year based 
on the number of people who search for a word’s definition.  Other popular word searched this year were 
“mainstream” as in mainstream media, “white lie”, and “Orwellian”. 
 
December 9, 2018 
This week on Matter of Fact with Soledad O’Brien, are you an American citizen?  It’s a simple question 
but it’s sparked a big controversy.  That’s because President Trump’s Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross 
is trying to add it to the upcoming 2020 Census.  The census, which is constitutionally mandated, is 
conducted every ten years.  It counts how many people are living in the U.S. and where.  It’s used to 
determine, for example, how many seats a state gets in the House of Representatives and how much 
federal funding states receive.  Citizenship hasn’t been part of the census since 1950, and critics say it 
could scare families with undocumented members from responding accurately.  Representative Gerry 
Connolly (D-VA) is expected to co-chair the House subcommittee with oversight of the census.  He tells 
Soledad Democrats will fight to keep the question off the census. 
 
And around the world, life expectancy is increasing, but not in the United States.  Drug overdoses are 
playing a big role.  Sarah Kordenbrock was on her way to becoming another statistic.  She and her family 
lived a typical middle-class life in Covington, KY.  Sarah was captain of her high school volleyball team 
and became addicted to Opioids when her doctor prescribed her Perocet after a knee surgery.  She was 
just 18 years old.  Soledad talks to Sarah, and her parents, about the long road to recovery. 
 
Plus, it’s not unusual for voters not to trust politicians, but there’s a growing trend of politicians not trusting 
the voters.  The latest example is in Wisconsin.  That’s where the Republican controlled lame duck 
legislature is trying to limit the powers of newly elected Democrats.  Soledad talks with Mike Wagner from 
the University of Wisconsin in Madison.  He explains what’s going on, why voters are so livid, and if this 
power grab will backfire on Republicans. 
 
In our weekly segment, we’re paying attention even if you are too busy”, the economy is booming, and 
unemployment is dropping.  So why are more American children going uninsured?  We’ll look at a new 
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report from Georgetown University which finds that nearly 4 million children don’t have health insurance.  
Researchers say what’s most alarming is that not a single state saw an improvement last year. 
 
And finally, all week there have been tributes to former President George HW Bush.  We bring you a 
tribute that you won’t have seen on the networks.  It’s from a Chinese restaurant in a Virginia strip mall.  
The Peking Gourmet Inn in Falls Church, a suburb of Washington, D.C., was a favorite of the 41st 
President.  George HW Bush visited so often, the Secret Service asked the owners to install bucket-proof 
glass.  We talked to the owner who shared which dishes were the late President’s favorites. 
 
December 16, 2018 
This week on Matter of Fact with Soledad O’Brien, when it comes to starting new businesses in 
America, Latinos are outpacing every other population group. If it continues, Stanford University reports 
Latino owned businesses will make up nearly 8% of the total GDP.  But a new study from the Federal 
Reserve Bank of New York says Latinos face unique challenges to growing their businesses.  Elizabeth 
Velez, knows these struggles first hand and she’s overcome them, as head of a major construction 
company in New York City.  She sits down with Soledad to share her story and her business advice for 
others. 
 
Plus, if you’re planning a visit to the White House be prepared. The Department of Homeland Security is 
using facial recognition software in cameras around the popular landmark.  DHS says they’re just testing 
the software to see if it can spot secret service agents.  It’s the latest example of the government 
expanding its use of artificial intelligence.  Soledad recently spoke with MIT researcher, Joy 
Buolamwini, who warns that A.I. has many biases coded into its algorithms. 
 
And, every criminal defendant in the U.S. has a right to a lawyer, even if they can’t afford one. The 
problem for many poor defendants is that the public defender systems across the country are stressed to 
their limits with lawyers taking on more clients than maximum caseload limits.  The result is that some 
defendants only get 5 minutes with a lawyer, and it’s usually right before their first court appearance.  But 
a new website called Good Call, hopes to help.  It will connect defendants with volunteer lawyers in under 
a minute.  The website was created with support from the Robin Hood Foundation, which is using 
technology to improve social justice for the poor.  Soledad speaks with Robin Hood CEO Wes Moore 
and Good Call Founder Jelani Anglin. 
 
In our weekly segment, “we’re paying attention even if you’re too busy”, a disturbing new report on the 
amount of trash in our oceans and seas.  British researchers studied more than 100 sea turtles from 
seven different species and every turtle they tested had plastic and other trash in its bellies.  Sea turtles 
often mistake clear, shiny debris for jellyfish and eat it.  It’s estimated that 13 million tons of plastic is 
being dumped in oceans every year. 
 
And finally, there’s a ritual in the news business each December: a review of the top stories from the year 
gone by. They include some of the most horrific moments like war, wildfires, and mass shootings.  But 
The Atlantic ’s Senior Photo Editor Alan Taylor has started a new tradition.  He searches through 
millions of images to find the ones he calls the most hopeful.  We’ll show you some of his picks. 
 
Those stories, this week on Matter of Fact with Soledad O’Brien. 
 
 
December 23, 2018 
This week on Matter of Fact with Soledad O’Brien, there is an epidemic happening right now in 
America that no one is talking about. Native American women and girls are vanishing. Last year, the FBI 
says there were more than six-hundred open missing persons cases for Native women.  And perhaps 
even more startling, Native women are 10 times more likely to be murdered than non-Native women and 
4 times more likely to be raped. This week, we take an in depth look at the crisis.  First, we travel to the 
reservations to hear from the families of the victims and find out how the community is reacting.  And 
later, Soledad is joined in studio by Montana Senator Jon Tester.  In his state, Native women make up 
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just 3% of the female population, yet they account for 30% of all cases of missing women. Senator Tester 
is now urging Congress to act. 
 
Also, Democrats are just days away from taking control of the House of Representatives. Both the 
leadership and rank and file members have vowed for oversight of the Trump administration, but what 
other policies are on their agenda?  Are they united in how they plan to tackle the issues?  Soledad 
speaks with our returning political analysts, Michael Steel, a Republican, and Doug Thornell, a 
Democrat, for a look at the Democratic agenda for the 116th Congress. 
 
In our weekly segment, “we’re paying attention even if you’re too busy” have you noticed you’ve been 
getting more of those annoying robocalls?  Congress has.  They’re taking steps to crackdown on illegal 
robocalls that they say are fleecing U.S. consumers out of billions of dollars every year.  A new bill 
introduced by Senators Dianne Feinstein (D-California), Richard Blumenthal (D-Connecticut, and Amy 
Klobouchar (D-Minnesota) hopes to close a loophole that’s been allowing these tele-criminals to thrive. 
 
And finally, we examine the so-called “war on Christmas”.  It resurfaces every year at this time, but we’ll 
explain why it’s not just hyperbole, but part of American history.  We’ll explain. 
 
This week on Matter of Fact with Soledad O’Brien. 
 
 
December 30, 2018 
This week on a special edition of Matter of Fact, Soledad O’Brien takes viewers to the Unites States-

Mexico border in Hidalgo County, Texas for an in depth look at President Trump’s proposed border wall. 

Soledad gets the perspective from the people who live and work at ground zero in the fight over 

immigration. 

First, we speak to three landowners who own property along the Rio Grande.  A new border wall system 

would cut through their land.  At least one family tells us they’re going to fight to keep their property 

united.  But another landowner says the section of border fencing already on his property has reduced the 

number of illegal crossings and he welcomes expanding the barrier.  And our third landowner is in the 

middle.  He points the finger at Washington, D.C. saying Republicans and Democrats are using 

immigration as a political football, and its people on the border who are caught in the middle. 

Next, we get two official perspectives on the wall.  Border Patrol Chief Manuel Padilla is the head of the 

Rio Valley Sector, the busiest crossing point in the southwest.  We go on a ride along with his agents as 

they search for illegal immigrants. Padilla says very simply: the wall works.  But the mayor of McAllen 

Texas disagrees.  Jim Darling tells Soledad his city, the largest in Hidalgo County, relies on an open 

relationship with Mexico.  He says there is no immigration crisis there, and that McAllen benefits 

economically from its business ties with Mexico. 

And 70 miles north of the border lies the Falfurrias checkpoint in Brooks County.  It’s the last border patrol 

checkpoint in the Rio Grande Valley.  It’s also where most migrant deaths happen. The sheriff’s 

department here has recovered the bodies of 44 immigrants so far this year.  As the Sheriff tells us, “once 

you get into that stage of dehydration it's just a matter of time before you die." 

Once the immigrants have been detained and processed by CBP they are given a bus ticket and a 

“promise to appear” letter from the federal government.  Then they’re on their own.  For many, they are 

sick, don’t speak English, and have no money.  So, the bus station in McAllen has turned into a respite 

center.  A Sister Norma Pimentel is there to help them on their journey.  Both Mayor Darling and Chief 

Padilla praise Sister Norma for the work she and her volunteers do.  As Padilla says, she lives her faith. 

And finally, we take you inside the Santa Ana Wildlife Refuge.  This is one area where you won’t find a 

wall.  That’s because Congress stipulated earlier this year that any money approved for border security, 

could not be used to build a wall in the refuge because it would threaten the endangered species that live 

there. 
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That’s it for our special edition of Matter of Fact with Soledad O’Brien from Hidalgo County, Texas. 

CW18 - HEALTH   
DATE: 10/12/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7a 
LENGTH: :25 
SUMMARY:  The C-D-C says fewer kids are getting their recommended vaccines.  Researchers say last 
school year 95-percent of kindergarteners got their basic vaccines.  And 2-point-2 percent of kids had an 
exemption for at least one shot ... Up from 2 percent the previous school year. 
 
DATE: 10/15/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7a  
LENGTH: :27 
SUMMARY:  The F-D-A is expanding its investigation into how E-cigarettes are marketed.  It's trying to 
prevent teenagers from using and getting hooked on the products.  The agency is now targeting 21 E-
cigarette companies to find out if they are marketing their products illegally.  This comes less than two 
weeks after the F-D-A conducted a surprise inspection of JUUL's corporate headquarters in San 
Francisco.  Agents seized thousands of documents -- many relating to sales and marketing. 
 
DATE: 10/12/2018 
NEWSCAST: 8a 
LENGTH: :25 
SUMMARY:  The C-D-C says fewer kids are getting their recommended vaccines.  Researchers say last 
school year 95-percent of kindergarteners got their basic vaccines.  And 2-point-2 percent of kids had an 
exemption for at least one shot ... Up from 2 percent the previous school year. 
 
DATE: 10/15/2018 
NEWSCAST: 8a 
LENGTH: :27 
SUMMARY:  The F-D-A is expanding its investigation into how E-cigarettes are marketed.  It's trying to 
prevent teenagers from using and getting hooked on the products.  The agency is now targeting 21 E-
cigarette companies to find out if they are marketing their products illegally.  This comes less than two 
weeks after the F-D-A conducted a surprise inspection of JUUL's corporate headquarters in San 
Francisco.  Agents seized thousands of documents -- many relating to sales and marketing. 
 
DATE: 10/1/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: :25 
SUMMARY:  Initial tests indicate red tide could be responsible for closing some beaches on South 
Florida's EAST coast.  Police are patrolling parking lots telling people they MUST leave.  Martin County 
Beaches closed SATURDAY after people complained of scratchy throats and itchy eyes.  And all 
beaches in Palm Beach County were closed for the same reason.  Lifeguard stands were boarded up. 
 
DATE: 10/2/2018 
NEWSCAST:  10p 
LENGTH: 1:00 
SUMMARY:  It took nearly a year of care and now -- a once feather-less and hurting screech owl is flying 
free.  Today, the Florida Wildlife hospital released the bird of prey back into the wild.  WESH 2's Dan 
Billow found out what it took to nurse the owl back to health. 
 
DATE: 10/3/18 
NEWSCAST:  10p 
LENGTH: 1:25 
SUMMARY:  There's a slimy creature that's invading Central Florida and it can make you VERY sick. 
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It's called the "new guinea flatworm."  As WESH 2's Dan Billow explains, it's already showing up in one 
local county. 
 
DATE: 10/8/2018 
NEWSCAST:  10p 
LENGTH: :25 
SUMMARY:  Restaurants are offering gluten-free options than ever before.  Bu t-- you may want to make 
sure your meal does not contain gluten.  Researchers from Columbia University used a gluten detection 
device to test menu items. 
 
DATE: 10/17/2018 
NEWSCAST:  10p 
LENGTH: 1:28 
SUMMARY:  It's the frightening disease spreading across the country, that leaves children paralyzed.  
And now a child in Florida has been diagnosed with Acute Flaccid Myelitis. The 3-year-old is being 
treated in a hospital in Jacksonville.  He's the first case in our state this YEAR -- but other children have 
been diagnosed in the past, and with no cure, they face a long road ahead. 
 
DATE: 10/17/2018 
NEWSCAST:  10p 
LENGTH: :25 
SUMMARY:  Nearly a hundred people have become ill from salmonella linked to raw chicken.  And now 
the CDC says the strain is resistant to antibiotics used to treat it.  21 people had to be hospitalized ... but 
no deaths have been reported.  2 of those cases are here in Florida.  A single, common supplier has *not* 
been identified. The C-D-C is urging consumers to cook chicken thoroughly and to wash your hands 
*before* and *after* you handle food. 
 
DATE: 10/17/2018 
NEWSCAST:  10p 
LENGTH: 1:35 
SUMMARY:  All the symptoms and warning signs were there, and now it is confirmed:  Red Tide has 
been detected on several beaches in Brevard County. Those test results from the F-W-C found medium 
levels of Red Tide on some of the busiest beaches in the county.  WESH 2's Kelly Rippin has been 
following the story and has more on its impacts on us. 
 
DATE: 10/19/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:20 
SUMMARY:  It's the worst fish kill they've seen since 2016 when BROWN ALGAE bloom ... had folks 
cleaning up 100-thousand pounds of fish in five days. That from the Deputy Executive Director of Keep 
Brevard Beautiful.  Now it's RED TIDE that has volunteers and staff on Cocoa Beach picking up more 
dead fish. And it could take a while. WESH 2's Gail Paschall-Brown shows us the stinky results. 
 
DATE: 10/19/2018  
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: :45 
SUMMARY:  A year after the tragic death of their son, the Jacksonville family is changing the way 
athletes stay safe on the field. Zach Polsenberg's football team now wears special shoulder pads that 
allow in cold air.  The pads were donated by a foundation created in Zach's name. He died from heat 
stroke during a summer practice at his high school.  Here's how it works - the pads are installed with 
tubing. When on the sidelines, the tubes can be connected to a pumping system that moves cool air to 
the player's upper body. 
 
DATE: 10/26/2018 
NEWSCAST:  10p 
LENGTH: 1:15 
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SUMMARY:  If you haven't gotten your flu shot yet, doctors are URGING you to do so.  Florida has 
already seen its first flu death this year -- just as doctors are predicting an earlier than usual flu season! 
NBC's Erika Edwards has the latest tonight. 

DATE: 11/12/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7a 
LENGTH: 1:30 
SUMMARY:  Today is the First Day for Open Enrolment ... which means a lot of people will be making 
important decisions about their Health Insurance.  And you'll want to pay close attention when you sign-
up because your options likely changed.  WESH 2's Michelle Imperato is back in studio with us. 
Michelle, what do people need to know? 
 
DATE: 11/12/2018 
NEWSCAST: 8a 
LENGTH: 1:30 
SUMMARY:  Today is the first day for Open Enrolment ... which means a lot of people will be making 
important decisions about their Health Insurance and you'll want to pay close attention when you sign-up 
because your options likely changed.  WESH 2's Michelle Imperato is back in studio with us. 
Michelle, what do people need to know? 
 
DATE: 11/13/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7a 
LENGTH: :30 
SUMMARY:  New this Morning -- A new study suggests cutting back on social media could make you 
happier.  Researchers at the University of Pennsylvania found limiting time on Apps like Facebook and 
Snapchat can positively affect your mood.  The study found students who logged on to social media for 
just ten minutes a day experience a significant decline in feelings of loneliness and depression. 
Similar studies have been conducted, but this claims to be the first to find a direct link between social 
media and mental health. 
 
DATE: 11/13/2018 
NEWSCAST:  8a 
LENGTH: :30 
SUMMARY:  New this Morning -- A new study suggests cutting back on social media could make you 
happier.  Researchers at the University of Pennsylvania found limiting time on Apps like Facebook and 
Snapchat can positively affect your mood.  The study found students who logged on to social media for 
just ten minutes a day experience a significant decline in feelings of loneliness and depression. 
Similar studies have been conducted, but this claims to be the first to find a direct link between social 
media and mental health. 
 
DATE: 11/7/2018 
NEWSCAST:  10p 
LENGTH: 1:30 
SUMMARY:  New on WESH 2 - a Florida woman checks into a hospital for back surgery... and left 
missing a kidney. But that's not what her surgery was supposed to be for!  Reporter Alanna Quillen tells 
us how it happened. 
 
DATE: 11/11/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: :25 
SUMMARY:  Researchers say over-the-counter supplements may not be enough to fight heart attacks 
and other problems.  A recent study found that fish oil in many dietary supplements failed to help heart 
issues.  But at an American Heart Association conference in Chicago, they found that prescription-
strength fish oil pills were the solution.  Researchers also revealed new cholesterol guidelines and 
recommended a new type of test when it's unclear if someone needs treatment of a new cholesterol-
lowering drug.  
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DATE: 11/22/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p  
LENGTH: :30 
SUMMARY:  While no one likes cleaning up after the big meal -- it's important to remember that harmful 
bacteria can grow quickly at room temperature. Exerts with Food Safety.gov say it's best to refrigerate 
any leftovers within two hours of serving.  Be sure to remove any stuffing from the turkey and store it 
separately. And any leftovers still in the fridge after three or four days should be tossed -- so feel free to 
load up your friends and family with food as they go. 
 
DATE: 11/29/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: :25 
SUMMARY:  In Polk County - five students had to be taken to the hospital after eating candy laced with 
marijuana. This is a look at that candy - called the Green Hornet.  Sheriff's Deputies say students at 
Mulberry Middle School reported feeling sick after eating the candy. Detectives say they're working with 
school staff and district officials to determine how the children obtained the drug lace candy.  Authorities 
say criminal charges are pending in Polk County.  
 
DATE: 11/29/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: :45 
SUMMARY:  A Health Warning for Floridians. The number of Hepatitis A cases is on the rise. In the 

last 5 years, there were 126 reported cases.  And in this year alone -- there are 385 cases. The Florida 

Department of Health tracked the increase in mainly two areas - Orlando and Tampa.  Experts say you 

can catch the disease from infected food workers who do not wash their hands.  But it's also spread 

through I-V drug use. 

DATE: 12/17/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7:00a.m./8:00a.m. 
LENGTH: :30 
SUMMARY: 
The California farm linked to the romaine lettuce e-coli outbreak. is now recalling MORE products. 
Adam Brothers in Santa Maria California is also recalling red and green leaf lettuce and cauliflower. 
The company says water in a reservoir caused the outbreak, and that water could have met those other 
products. 
No one has gotten sick from these other products. 
But the company says the additional recall is a precaution. 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Aired on Various Air Dates and Times 

HEALTH   

:30 AD COUNCIL – CHILDREN’S Oral HEALTH “Drawing Bro” (SPANISH)   

 The PSAs feature silly activities that kids do throughout the day such as watching a 

funny online video and playing video games, to communicate the importance of taking 

the time to brush twice a day for 2 minutes.  Parents are directed to 2 min2x.org where 

they can find fun 2-minute videos that kids can watch while brushing. 

:30 AD COUNCIL – CHILDREN’S ORAL HEALTH “Gerbils” (SPANISH) 



 

48 | CW18 4th QUARTER 2018 
 

 The PSAs feature silly activities that kids do throughout the day such as watching a 

funny online video and playing video games, to communicate the importance of taking 

the time to brush twice a day for 2 minutes.  Parents are directed to 2 min2x.org where 

they can find fun 2-minute videos that kids can watch while brushing. 

CW18 - OPIOID EPIDEMIC   
DATE: 10/3/2018 
NEWSCAST:  10p 
LENGTH: :20 
SUMMARY:  Senators on BOTH sides of the aisle were able to agree on a Bill -- focusing on the Opioid 
epidemic.  Today -- they sent a plan to President Trump -- that includes preventing drugs from crossing 
the border -- as well as funding for treatment centers.  The Bill allows medical professionals to 
permanently treat people in recovery -- to prevent relapses and overdoses. 
 
DATE: 10/26/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: :25 
SUMMARY:  It's time to clean out your medicine cabinet.  Tomorrow is “National Prescription Drug Take 
Back Day.”  You can drop off your unwanted or expired medications at collection sites across the country 
including right here in Central Florida.  The D-E-A says more than 6 MILLION Americans misused 
prescription drugs in 2016 ... the majority of which came from their homes. 
 
DATE: 11/3/2018 
NEWSCAST:  10p 
LENGTH: :25 
SUMMARY:  In the State of Addiction - a new ultra-powerful Opioid is about to make its way into 
hospitals.  The Food and Drug Administration approved a drug called D-Suvia on Friday.  It's ten times 
more powerful than Fentanyl.  That makes it one thousand times more potent than Morphine.  
Critics blasted the agency for bringing a new Opioid to market as the nation faces increasing Opioid 
overdose deaths in what many call a crisis.  The FDA insists it is managing the Opioid crisis and the new 
drug is needed by patients to manage pain.  
 
DATE: 11/7/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p  
LENGTH: :25 
SUMMARY:  Despite America's ongoing Opioid crisis...many surgeons are prescribing more of the drug 
than needed.  Researchers from the University of Michigan studied data from over 2-thousand patients 
and found they only took about a quarter of the pills they were prescribed. That study found people take 
more pills if they're prescribed more, whether their pain really requires it or not. 
 
DATE: 11/16/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p  
LENGTH: :45 
SUMMARY:  A retired Brevard County paramedic and firefighter is fighting the Opioid epidemic his own 
way.  Luis Garcia is putting Narcan into the hands of Good Samaritans.  He started a program called the 
South Florida Opioid Crisis Mortality Reduction Project.  He purchases Narcan sprays out of his own 
pocket and teaches Good Samaritans and responders how to use it. He says he hopes its never used, 
but it's a critical tool for saving lives. 
 
DATE: 11/29/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:20 
SUMMARY:  A five-month investigation into drug dealing in Seminole County --- lands a-dozen and a-half 
people in jail -- and the Sheriff says more arrests could be coming. Two different groups have been 
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delivering large amounts of heroin and heroin laced with Fentanyl in Seminole County--- and it's caused 
many deaths. The Sheriff says 54 people have died this year --- 20 more than ALL last year--- and 
hundreds have overdosed and needed to be saved.  He says the drugs being circulated on the streets 
are all mixed so haphazardly--- every drug user is at risk of dying. 

 

CW18 - SOCIAL FAMILY   
DATE: 10/1/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7a 
LENGTH: :27 
SUMMARY:  Fall is Finally Here -- and in Utah that means one thing -- giant pumpkins.  This is in 
Thanksgiving Point -- a town just south of Salt Lake City.  Over the weekend -- people from across the 
area brought their oversized pumpkins for the annual “Utah Giant Pumpkin Growers Weigh-off.”  The 
seed for these pumpkins came from previous years' winners.  This year's winner came in at more than 
11-hundred pounds!  The all-time record was last year at 19-hundred-74 pounds. 
 
DATE: 10/2/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7a 
LENGTH: :24 
SUMMARY:  We're getting our first glimpse of a new ride coming to Universal's Wizarding World of Harry 
Potter.  Look at this new poster promoting the new roller coaster that will open in Hogsmeade at the 
Islands of Adventure early next year.  Universal released this sneak peek yesterday.  The new ride 
replaces Dragon Challenge, which used to be the Dueling Dragons roller coaster, which was built before 
the Wizarding World. 
 
DATE: 10/9/2018  
NEWSCAST: 7a 
LENGTH: :31 
SUMMARY:  One elementary school in South Carolina is hoping to put an end to bullying.  They're 
turning to powerful WORDS to help spread kindness.  Artist Shannon Evans teamed up with a local 
school to spread positive messages to children.  She says when she was bullied as a kid -- she would 
escape to her school's bathroom.  So now -- she's adding colorful inspirational quotes to lift the students' 
spirits.  School counselors say it's working!  Phrases like "You got this," "Your vibe attracts your tribe," 
and "Be kind or be quiet" were painted on each bathroom stall. 
 
DATE: 10/11/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7a 
LENGTH: :25 
SUMMARY:  There's soon going to be another streaming service where you can binge watch your 
favorite shows!  Warner Media is pulling together H-B-O, Turner, and Warner Brothers.  The company -- 
which is now owned by A-T-and-T -- says it would build on the success of "H-B-O Now" which streams H-
B-O programming on TV and through its App. 
 
DATE: 10/30/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7a 
LENGTH: :45 
SUMMARY:  More than 100 people gathered at Neverland Ranch in California to do a very famous 
dance.  They did the “Thriller” dance to pay tribute to Michael Jackson.  This was part of the global event -
- "Thrill the World” -- this past weekend.  People dressed up as zombies and busted the iconic moves. 
 Some people came from across the pond to take part at the singer's former home.  Those who showed 
up say this was a very special day.  <"It's a great way for me to connect with my friends, we all love and 
celebrate Michael and his Legacy. It's a fun Halloween tradition for the kids".> The event was hosted by 
World Dance for Humanity -- a local nonprofit that offers dance classes and brings aid to Genocide 
survivors in Rwanda and at-risk children in the community.  
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DATE: 10/30/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7a 
LENGTH: 2:00 
SUMMARY:  In response to the tragedy, another show of solidarity -- like this one held last night in 
Maitland -- will be held in Orlando.  Tonight's vigil will be held at the Congregation of Reform Judaism on 
Malone Drive.  WESH 2's Kelly Rippin is LIVE with a look at what to expect tonight.  Kelly. 
 
DATE: 10/31/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7a 
LENGTH: 2:00 
SUMMARY:  Be on Alert Tonight.  Spooky creatures will be roaming the streets.  And they'll all be after 
one thing:  Candy!  But before your kids head out to trick or treat tonight there are some safety tips you 
need to know!   WESH 2's Hadas Brown has what parents should keep in mind. 
 
DATE: 10/1/2018 
NEWSCAST: 8a 
LENGTH: :27 
SUMMARY:  Fall is Finally Here -- and in Utah that means one thing -- giant pumpkins.  This is in 
Thanksgiving Point -- a town just south of Salt Lake City.  Over the weekend -- people from across the 
area brought their oversized pumpkins for the annual “Utah Giant Pumpkin Growers Weigh-off.”  The 
seed for these pumpkins came from previous years' winners.  This year's winner came in at more than 
11-hundred pounds!  The record was last year at 19-hundred-74 pounds 
 
DATE: 10/2/2018 
NEWSCAST: 8a 
LENGTH: :24 
SUMMARY:  We're getting our first glimpse of a new ride coming to Universal's Wizarding World of Harry 
Potter.  Look at this new poster promoting the new roller coaster that will open in Hogsmeade at the 
Islands of Adventure early next year.  Universal released this sneak peek yesterday.  The new ride 
replaces Dragon Challenge, which used to be the Dueling Dragons roller coaster, which was built before 
the Wizarding World. 
 
DATE: 10/9/2018  
NEWSCAST:  8a 
LENGTH: :31 
SUMMARY:  One elementary school in South Carolina is hoping to put an end to bullying.  They're 
turning to powerful WORDS to help spread kindness.  Artist Shannon Evans teamed up with a local 
school to spread positive messages to children.  She says when she was bullied as a kid -- she would 
escape to her school's bathroom.  So now -- she's adding colorful inspirational quotes to lift the students' 
spirits.  School counselors say it's working!  Phrases like "You got this," "Your vibe attracts your tribe," 
and "Be kind or be quiet" were painted on each bathroom stall. 
 
DATE: 10/11/2018 
NEWSCAST:  8a 
LENGTH: :25 
SUMMARY:  There's soon going to be another streaming service where you can binge watch your 
favorite shows!   Warner Media is pulling together H-B-O, Turner and Warner Brothers.  The company -- 
which is now owned by A-T-and-T -- says it would build on the success of "H-B-O Now" which streams H-
B-O programming on T-V and through its app. 
 
DATE: 10/30/2018 
NEWSCAST: 8a 
LENGTH: 2:00 
SUMMARY:  In response to the tragedy, another show of solidarity -- like this one held last night in 
Maitland -- will be held in Orlando.  Tonight's vigil will be held at the Congregation of Reform Judaism on 
Malone Drive.  WESH 2's Kelly Rippin is LIVE with a look at what to expect tonight. 
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     Kelly. 
 
DATE: 10/30/2018 
NEWSCAST: 8a 
LENGTH: :45 
SUMMARY:  More than 100 people gathered at Neverland Ranch in California to do a very famous 
dance.  They did the Thriller dance to pay tribute to Michael Jackson.  This was part of the global event -- 
"Thrill the World -- this past weekend.  People dressed up as zombies and busted the iconic moves. 
Some people came from across the pond to take part at the singer's former home.  Those who showed 
up say this was a very special day.  <"It's a great way for me to connect with my friends, we all love and 
celebrate Michael and his Legacy. It's a fun Halloween tradition for the kids".>The event was hosted by 
World Dance for Humanity -- a local nonprofit that offers dance classes and brings aid to Genocide 
survivors in Rwanda and at-risk children in the community.  
 
DATE: 10/31/2018 
NEWSCAST: 8a 
LENGTH: 2:00 
SUMMARY:  Be on Alert Tonight.  Spooky creatures will be roaming the streets.  And they'll all be after 
one thing: Candy!  But before your kids head out to trick or treat tonight there are some safety tips you 
need to know!  WESH 2's Hadas Brown has what parents should keep in mind. 
 
DATE: 10/1/18 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:25 
SUMMARY:  Instead of Vegas Strong -- it's Vegas STRONGER.  The city is still healing, exactly one 
year since 58 people died in a massacre.  Throughout the day, there have been remembrances and 
tributes to victims and survivors.  NBC’s Andy Rose speaks to families, still dealing with loss. 
 
DATE: 10/10/18 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:10 
SUMMARY:  Central Florida is also sending help in the form of FOOD.  In the coming days -- no 
electricity means everything in the fridge or freezer is lost.  WESH 2's Michelle Meredith is at Second 
Harvest Food Bank in Orlando where volunteers have been hard at work. 
 
DATE: 10/11/18 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:40 
SUMMARY:  A woman's furry friend is FORCED off an airplane at Orlando International Airport -- along 
with the rest of the passengers.  It wasn't a cat or dog like you'd think.  It was a SQUIRREL.  The whole 
situation drove a couple of people NUTS.  WESH 2's Michelle Imperato has more. 
 
DATE: 10/13/18 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:20 
SUMMARY:  Downtown Orlando was beaming with pride today. The BIGGEST event for Come Out with 
Pride took place this afternoon and festivities are continuing.  WESH 2's Michelle Meredith was there for 
it all. 
 
DATE: 10/16/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: :25 
SUMMARY:  If all goes as planned we'll see another spectacular launch from the Space Coast in just a 
few hours.  United Launch Alliance tweeted out this picture of its Atlas Five rocket on the launch pad at 
Cape Canaveral Air Force Station.  It will carry a communications satellite into orbit for the Air Force.  
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DATE: 10/20/18 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: :45 
SUMMARY: A Lake County Veteran is getting a home makeover thanks to some generous volunteers. A 
team of workers from the Home Depot Foundation traded in their orange vests for green ones - to help 
renovate Russell Wilfong's home. Wilfong is a Vietnam Veteran who has been recovering from surgery 
and was unable to do the necessary work for his home. That's when the volunteers stepped in. 
 
DATE: 10/21/18 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:20 
SUMMARY:  A dead dolphin washed ashore today in New Smyrna Beach. And some worry -- it COULD 
be the start of a potentially TOXIC problem ... creeping up the coast.  WESH 2's Michelle Meredith 
spoke with experts about whether Volusia County should be worried about the threat of red tide. 
 
DATE: 10/26/18 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:40 
SUMMARY:  A connection decades in the making comes full circle in South Florida.  A set of triplets -- 
who are all O-B-G-Y-N's -- got to deliver one woman's bundle of joy.  And as WESH 2's Jason Guy 
explains, this is one special reunion.  
 
DATE: 10/27/18 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: :25 
SUMMARY:  New Tonight -- the cute costumes are out of control -- and all for a good cause. Dogs and 
their owners paraded through Casselberry today in their Halloween best. The group "Franklin's Friends" 
sent us this video of the annual "Howl-o-Ween" walk-a-thon and costume contest. There was a beanie 
baby, Mary "Pawpins," Beauty and the Beast and more. The event raised money -- which Franklin's 
Friends will distribute to animal welfare organizations. 
 
DATE: 10/29/18 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:20 
SUMMARY:  New Tonight -- Sanford's new streetlights are the talk of the city.  They're too bright for 
some people -- and an improvement for others.  WESH 2's Sanika Dange took the DIVDED opinions to 
the city -- and found out why MORE people will be seeing them. 
 
DATE: 10/31/18 
NEWSCAST:  10p 
LENGTH: :20 
SUMMARY:  A woman is DEFENDING a Halloween display -- showing skeletons with stars of David, 
saluting Hitler.  The Pasco County neighborhood is filled with people upset over the decorations. 
 
DATE: 11/19/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7a 
LENGTH: 2:00 
SUMMARY:  If you're traveling somewhere to celebrate Thanksgiving this week, you'll have a lot of 
company.  Triple-A is predicting the highest travel volume for the holiday since 2005.  WESH 2's Michelle 
Imperato joins us now.  Michelle, are more people planning to fly or drive? 
 
DATE: 11/19/2018 
NEWSCAST: 8a 
LENGTH: 2:00 
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SUMMARY:  If you're traveling somewhere to celebrate Thanksgiving this week, you'll have a lot of 
company.  Triple-A is predicting the highest travel volume for the holiday since 2005.  WESH 2's Michelle 
Imperato joins us now.  Michelle, are more people planning to fly or drive? 
 
DATE: 11/3/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: :45 
SUMMARY:  Some special athletes showed off their strengths today -- by pulling a plane at O-I-A.  
Special Olympics Florida hosted its annual “Plane Pull Competition” at the Orlando International Airport 
where Special Olympics athletes, stars of WWE, and other local organizations teamed up to go head-to-
head with a United 60-ton aircraft. The athletes pulled the plane 10 feet in six seconds. 
 
DATE: 11/11/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 25 
SUMMARY:  The undefeated U-C-F football team, is finally getting some national respect.  ESPN's 
"College Game Day" show will be on campus this Saturday before the Knights host the Cincinnati 
Bearcats. The announcement was made this morning by Gameday co-host Kirk Herbstreet. The Knights 
are currently 9-0 this season. They also went undefeated last season and declared themselves National 
Champions.  The game will take place Saturday night at 8pm at Spectrum Stadium and will be televised 
nationally. WESH 2’s Sports Anchor/Reporter Pat Clarke is going to have much more on the 
announcement, coming up in Sports.  
 
DATE: 11/18/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: :35 
SUMMARY:  Downtown Orlando is Officially in the Holiday Mood.  Look - That's Orlando's Jack 
Kazanzas star, now in place at the corner of Orange Avenue and Central Boulevard. The star dedicated 
to the man who spent his life preserving it was installed today. The 600-pound golden star has been hung 
there for more than 50 years. And this year it has a new look.  Exterior L-E-D lighting has been added that 
can change colors, light intensity and light sequencing, which makes it more energy efficient...  
  
DATE: 11/18/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: :25 
SUMMARY: The World's most Loveable Mouse is Celebrating Another Birthday.  Walt Disney's 
Mickey Mouse Turns 90 Today. The cartoon legend made his debut on November 18, 1928 when 
"steamboat Willie" premiered. Mickey was the first cartoon character with a star on the Hollywood “Walk 
of Fame.” That honor came in 1978 for his 50th birthday.  
 
DATE: 11/28/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:10 
SUMMARY:  Wednesday night dinner at the local pizza shop turned into quite the surprise for a DeLand 

mother. And it's not that she didn't have to cook are clean up afterward. WESH 2's Kelly Rippin has 

more on the special dinner guest. 

DATE: 12/4/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7:00a.m./8:00a.m. 
LENGTH: :40 
SUMMARY: 
U-C-F students will be able to get their hands-on tickets for the 2019 Fiesta Bowl today! 
Some of them have been camping outside the Spectrum Stadium Ticket Office since yesterday to be 
among the first to buy one of the 500 tickets being sold exclusively to students. 
They go on sale at 9 o'clock. 
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<15; 02:49 "We really wanted to get tickets, especially only 50 dollars, and as college students we can't 
pay much more than that but we're really excited because we're going to road trip there."> 
Once the 500 tickets sell… Students will still have a chance to buy general tickets but at the higher price 
of 95 dollars and the seats are not likely to be as close to the field. 
 
DATE: 12/4/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7:00a.m./8:00a.m. 
LENGTH: :30 
SUMMARY: 
They were on a break! ... For a day. 
The 90s hit sitcom Friends isn't going anywhere. 
Fans were furious when they saw notices on Netflix that the show would be removed from the streaming 
service in January. 
That's because Warner Media -- which owns the rights to Friends -- is planning to launch its own 
streaming service next year. 
But after fans uproar, Netflix backtracked with a tweet that read "the Holiday Armadillo has granted your 
wish." Friends will remain through 2019. 
 
DATE: 12/5/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7:00a.m./8:00a.m. 
LENGTH: :32 
SUMMARY: 
Communication officials announced yesterday that Cubans can begin contracting three-G service for the 
first time tomorrow. 
Until now -- Cubans have only had access to state-run E-mail accounts on their phones. 
The country has one of the lowest rates of internet use but that's been expanding rapidly since presidents 
Obama and Castro eased strained relations in 2014. 
Cuba authorized home internet last year and hundreds of public Wi-Fi connection points have opened in 
parks and plazas around the country. 
 
DATE: 12-6-18 
NEWSCAST: 10pm 
LENGTH: 1:50 
SUMMARY:      Is it a falling satellite? Meteorite? Or something else? Whatever it is -- folks along the 
Central Florida coast this week have been trying to figure it out! Today WESH 2 has been asking officials 
about the strange object in the sky. Greg Fox digs deeper into the mystery. 
 
DATE: 12/7/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7:00A.M./8:00A.M. 
LENGTH: :31 
SUMMARY: 
It won't be a Blue Christmas for people living in a small German Town. 
Elvis Presley is helping people walk across a street in the town. 
Three traffic lights featuring the "King of Rock 'n' Roll" have been places around Elvis Presley Square to 
commemorate the singer. 
While pedestrians are waiting to cross -- the singer appears in different poses when the lights change. 
Local media say the town added the lights as an extra tourist attraction. 
This town is where Elvis was stationed for more than a year while serving in the U-S Army. 
 
DATE: 12/10/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7:00a.m./8:00a.m. 
LENGTH: :31 
SUMMARY: 
Some people may talk in their sleep or sleep-walk -- but a new study find college study are now sleep-
texting. 
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Researchers at Villanova University found a quarter of college students had sent or responded to a text 
while they were asleep. 
Three-quarters of those students said they did not remember using their phone. 
Women were much more likely to sleep text than men. 
93-percent of students in the study said they kept their cellphones with them at night. 
25-percent said they did not remember the contents of their text messages. 
 
 
DATE: 12/18/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7:00a.m./8:00a.m. 
LENGTH: 2:00 
SUMMARY: 
Later this morning -- 
A rocket -- just like this one --- is scheduled to take off from the Space Coast. 
But, this morning's launch is even more significant than some of the others we've seen in the past. 
This time, the Vice President himself is in Cape Canaveral --- and planning to watch it happen. 
WESH 2's Hadas Brown is live with more. 
Hadas, when does the launch window open? 

 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Aired on Various Dates & Times  

SOCIAL FAMILY   

:30 AD COUNCIL – FOOD SAFETY “Separate” 

 The Food Safe Families PSAs informs parents who cook at home about the risks of 

foodborne illness and promotes the 4-key safe food handling behaviors – CLEAN, 

SEPARATE, COOK, and CHILL – to protect their families and reduce their chances of 

foodborne illness while preparing meals.  Parents and caregivers are armed with 

practical tips and are encouraged to learn more about the correct food safety steps at 

www.FoodSafety.gov.  

:30 AD COUNCIL – FOOD SAFETY “Separate” (SPANISH) 

 The Food Safe Families PSAs informs parents who cook at home about the risks of 

foodborne illness and promotes the 4-key safe food handling behaviors – CLEAN, 

SEPARATE, COOK, and CHILL – to protect their families and reduce their chances of 

foodborne illness while preparing meals.  Parents and caregivers are armed with 

practical tips and are encouraged to learn more about the correct food safety steps at 

www.FoodSafety.gov.  

:30 AD COUNCIL – FOOD SAFETY “Cook” 

 The Food Safe Families PSAs informs parents who cook at home about the risks of 

foodborne illness and promotes the 4-key safe food handling behaviors – CLEAN, 

SEPARATE, COOK, and CHILL – to protect their families and reduce their chances of 

foodborne illness while preparing meals.  Parents and caregivers are armed with 

http://www.foodsafety.gov/
http://www.foodsafety.gov/
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practical tips and are encouraged to learn more about the correct food safety steps at 

www.FoodSafety.gov.  

:30 AD COUNCIL – FOOD SAFETY “Cook” (SPANISH) 

 The Food Safe Families PSAs informs parents who cook at home about the risks of 

foodborne illness and promotes the 4-key safe food handling behaviors – CLEAN, 

SEPARATE, COOK, and CHILL – to protect their families and reduce their chances of 

foodborne illness while preparing meals.  Parents and caregivers are armed with 

practical tips and are encouraged to learn more about the correct food safety steps at 

www.FoodSafety.gov.  

:30 AD COUNCIL – DISCOVERING NATURE “Forest” 

 Discovering Nature’s campaign shows how the experience of exploring and discovery in 

the forest can open children in this target to a world of possibilities; including their own 

limitless potential.  Viewers are encouraged to visit www.DiscoverTheForest.org, where 

they can find their nearest forest and get ideas for outdoor activities. 

:30 AD COUNCIL – DISCOVERING NATURE “Frog” 

 Discovering Nature’s campaign shows how the experience of exploring and discovery in 

the forest can open children in this target to a world of possibilities; including their own 

limitless potential.  Viewers are encouraged to visit www.DiscoverTheForest.org, where 

they can find their nearest forest and get ideas for outdoor activities. 

:30  AD COUNCIL – HUNGER PREVENTION “Farmer” 

 The Child Hunger PSAs highlight how food banks work collaboratively with their 

communities to bring surplus food to children and families in need, including working 

with farmers, grocery workers, food bank employees and volunteers.  The PSAs 

encourage parents to visit feedingAMerica.org to find free meals for their children 

through their local Feeding America food bank. 

:30  AD COUNCIL – HUNGER PREVENTION “Farmer” (SPANISH) 

 The Child Hunger PSAs highlight how food banks work collaboratively with their 

communities to bring surplus food to children and families in need, including working 

with farmers, grocery workers, food bank employees and volunteers.  The PSAs 

encourage parents to visit feedingAMerica.org to find free meals for their children 

through their local Feeding America food bank. 

:30  AD COUNCIL – HUNGER PREVENTION “Grocer” 

 The Child Hunger PSAs highlight how food banks work collaboratively with their 

communities to bring surplus food to children and families in need, including working 

with farmers, grocery workers, food bank employees and volunteers.  The PSAs 

encourage parents to visit feedingAMerica.org to find free meals for their children 

through their local Feeding America food bank. 

http://www.foodsafety.gov/
http://www.foodsafety.gov/
http://www.discovertheforest.org/
http://www.discovertheforest.org/
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:30  AD COUNCIL – HUNGER PREVENTION “Grocer” (SPANISH) 

 The Child Hunger PSAs highlight how food banks work collaboratively with their 

communities to bring surplus food to children and families in need, including working 

with farmers, grocery workers, food bank employees and volunteers.  The PSAs 

encourage parents to visit feedingAMerica.org to find free meals for their children 

through their local Feeding America food bank. 

:30 AD COUNCIL – RECYCLING “Journey” 

 The Recycling campaign, sponsored by Keep America Beautiful, aims to reinvigorate the 

recycling brand.  The campaign also generates awareness, explains how and where to 

recycle, mobilizes individual ownership and emotional connection to recycling through 

community building, and transforms recycling into a daily social norm.  The campaign 

shows consumers that their recyclable materials want to be something more and 

promotes recycling to give garbage another life. 

:30 AD COUNCIL – RECYCLING “Journey” (SPANISH) 

 The Recycling campaign, sponsored by Keep America Beautiful, aims to reinvigorate the 

recycling brand.  The campaign also generates awareness, explains how and where to 

recycle, mobilizes individual ownership and emotional connection to recycling through 

community building, and transforms recycling into a daily social norm.  The campaign 

shows consumers that their recyclable materials want to be something more and 

promotes recycling to give garbage another life. 

:30 AD COUNCIL – AUTISM AWARENESS “Eye Contact” 

 This campaign seeks to educate parents about the growing rate of Autism in this country 

and to ultimately increase the level of early detection.  The latest effort places emphasis 

on the importance of learning the signs of Autism and seeking early diagnosis since the 

current age of diagnosis among low income families, particularly African Americans and 

Hispanics, is higher than the public.  PSAs encourage parents to visit 

www.autismspeaks.org-signs to learn the early signs of the disorder. 

:60 AD COUNCIL – AUTISM AWARENESS “Tommy” 

 This campaign seeks to educate parents about the growing rate of Autism in this country 

and to ultimately increase the level of early detection.  The latest effort places emphasis 

on the importance of learning the signs of Autism and seeking early diagnosis since the 

current age of diagnosis among low income families, particularly African Americans and 

Hispanics, is higher than the public.  PSAs encourage parents to visit 

www.autismspeaks.org-signs to learn the early signs of the disorder. 

:60 AD COUNCIL – DISCOVERING NATURE “Escape Family” (SPANISH) 

 PSA’s feature some “wild” forest animals encouraging families to unplug and reconnect 

with nature.  Viewers are directed to www.DiscoverTheForest.org, where they can 

http://www.autismspeaks.org/signs
http://www.autismspeaks.org/signs
http://www.discovertheforest.org/
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search for nearby areas to explore, and pick up quick tips on enjoying their time 

outdoors. 

:60 AD COUNCIL – DISCOVERING NATURE “Escape” (SPANISH) 

 PSA’s feature some “wild” forest animals encouraging families to unplug and reconnect 

with nature.  Viewers are directed to www.DiscoverTheForest.org, where they can 

search for nearby areas to explore, and pick up quick tips on enjoying their time 

outdoors. 

:30 AD COUNCIL – DISCOVERING NATURE “Escape Dad” (SPANISH) 

 PSA’s feature some “wild” forest animals encouraging families to unplug and reconnect 

with nature.  Viewers are directed to www.DiscoverTheForest.org, where they can 

search for nearby areas to explore, and pick up quick tips on enjoying their time 

outdoors. 

:30 AD COUNCIL – DISCOVERING NATURE “Escape Mom” (SPANISH) 

 PSA’s feature some “wild” forest animals encouraging families to unplug and reconnect 

with nature.  Viewers are directed to www.DiscoverTheForest.org, where they can 

search for nearby areas to explore, and pick up quick tips on enjoying their time 

outdoors. 

:30 AD COUNCIL – DISCOVERING NATURE “Escape Son” (SPANISH) 

 PSA’s feature some “wild” forest animals encouraging families to unplug and reconnect 

with nature.  Viewers are directed to www.DiscoverTheForest.org, where they can 

search for nearby areas to explore, and pick up quick tips on enjoying their time 

outdoors. 

CW18 - EDUCATION   
DATE: 10/12/2018  
NEWSCAST: 7a 
LENGTH: :25 
SUMMARY:  The C-D-C says fewer kids are getting their recommended vaccines.  Researchers say last 
school year 95-percent of kindergarteners got their basic vaccines.  And 2-point-2 percent of kids had an 
exemption for at least one shot ... Up from 2 percent the previous school year. 
 
DATE: 10/12/2018  
NEWSCAST: 8a 
LENGTH: :25 
SUMMARY:  The C-D-C says fewer kids are getting their recommended vaccines.  Researchers say last 
school year 95-percent of kindergarteners got their basic vaccines.  And 2-point-2 percent of kids had an 
exemption for at least one shot ... Up from 2 percent the previous school year. 
 
DATE: 10/1/2018 
NEWSCAST:  10p 
LENGTH: :20 
SUMMARY:  Researchers at the University of Central Florida are creating their OWN samples of Martian 
dirt.  It's based on the chemical signature of soil samples taken by the Mars Curiosity Rover.  Even 
though it's dirt, it's not cheap.  It's going for 20 dollars a kilogram. 

http://www.discovertheforest.org/
http://www.discovertheforest.org/
http://www.discovertheforest.org/
http://www.discovertheforest.org/
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DATE: 10/8/2018 
NEWSCAST:  10p 
LENGTH: 1:10 
SUMMARY:  Today -- an all-new app launched today -- meant to keep schools safer.  It's supposed to 
streamline tips about suspicious activity.  The app was unveiled at the same law enforcement conference 
where President Trump spoke earlier today.  WESH 2's Dave McDaniel explains how it works. 
 
DATE: 10/17/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:30 
SUMMARY:  Big changes are coming to school lunches in Orange County. They'll start using 
biodegradable lunch trays.  And the meals will be based on student suggestions.  And now, as WESH 2's 
Gail Paschall-Brown explains, the district will start using anti-biotic free meats. 
 
DATE: 10/19/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:00 
SUMMARY:  After a week of student rallies and protests on campus, leaders of Bethune-Cookman 

University in Daytona Beach have agreed to work together to overcome an on-going financial crisis. 

Interim President Hubert Grimes and Board of Trustees Chairwoman Michelle Carter-Scott have been at 

odds and students said they had no confidence in the board.  All of this as B-CU remains on probation 

because of a ballooning debt of more than $100 million, in unfunded scholarship money and mounting 

lawsuits.  After two days of meetings though ... a breakthrough. 

DATE: 11/7/2018 
NEWSCAST:  10p 
LENGTH: 1:20 
SUMMARY:  A teacher’s assistant at Deltona High School is accused of slapping a special needs 
student.  Investigators say the actual classroom teacher witnessed the alleged abuse.  WESH 2's Claire 
Metz has the disturbing details. 
 
DATE: 11/7/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:00 
SUMMARY:  For the next few days, you'll have a chance to honor Americans who lost their lives serving 
our country. WESH 2 was there as A Travelling Memorial Wall was unpacked in Apopka this morning. 
 
DATE: 11/29/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: :35 
SUMMARY:  An Embry Riddle graduate student -- and a communications specialist were ARRESTED 

today -- accused in a breach of the school's computer network. The F-B-I's investigation started a little 

more than a year ago. Kevin Scott and Jeanette Barott are accused of breaching the university's system 

in November of 2017.  Agents found NO evidence any personal or financial information was 

compromised. 

DATE: 12-6-18 
NEWSCAST: 10pm 
LENGTH: 1:20 
SUMMARY:      Tonight, we're getting new details about how this all played out at Lake Brantley High 
School. A Student shot this video - that shows people screaming…rushing toward the door - thinking it 
was real. That fear is leading to some important conversations in local homes tonight. WESH 2's Matt 
Lupoli has the new details. 
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PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Aired on Various Air Dates and Times  

EDUCATION   

:30 AD COUNCIL – COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT “College Crash Course” 

 The campaign seeks to inspire people to get engaged and partner with United Way in 

their efforts to address education, income and health challenges in local communities to 

create real, lasting change.  The PSAs encourage viewers to go to UnitedWay.org to find 

out how they can help make a difference in their own community and learn about the 

impact United Way has had on communities across the country. 

:30 AD COUNCIL – FINANCIAL LITERACY “The Game” 

 The Feed the Pig PSA campaign, educates these young adults about improving financial 

behaviors and saving more money.  The newest campaign ads show young adults that 

some of their peers are succeeding at saving by making smart money management 

decisions.  Campaign ads direct audiences to FeedthePig.org for interactive tools and 

information, including calculators, informational podcasts, and free subscriptions to 

weekly savings tips via e-mail and text message, to help foster positive saving habits. 

:60 AD COUNCIL – FINANCIAL LITERACY “Chase” 

 The Feed the Pig PSA campaign, educates these young adults about improving financial 

behaviors and saving more money.  The newest campaign ads show young adults that 

some of their peers are succeeding at saving by making smart money management 

decisions.  Campaign ads direct audiences to FeedthePig.org for interactive tools and 

information, including calculators, informational podcasts, and free subscriptions to 

weekly savings tips via e-mail and text message, to help foster positive saving habits. 

:30 AD COUNCIL – FINANCIAL LITERACY “Chase” 

 The Feed the Pig PSA campaign, educates these young adults about improving financial 

behaviors and saving more money.  The newest campaign ads show young adults that 

some of their peers are succeeding at saving by making smart money management 

decisions.  Campaign ads direct audiences to FeedthePig.org for interactive tools and 

information, including calculators, informational podcasts, and free subscriptions to 

weekly savings tips via e-mail and text message, to help foster positive saving habits. 

:15 AD COUNCIL – FINANCIAL LITERACY “Chase” 

 The Feed the Pig PSA campaign, educates these young adults about improving financial 

behaviors and saving more money.  The newest campaign ads show young adults that 

some of their peers are succeeding at saving by making smart money management 

decisions.  Campaign ads direct audiences to FeedthePig.org for interactive tools and 

information, including calculators, informational podcasts, and free subscriptions to 

weekly savings tips via e-mail and text message, to help foster positive saving habits. 
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CW18 - WEATHER   
DATE: 10/9/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7a 
LENGTH: 1:15 
SUMMARY:  People in Hurricane Michael's path are preparing for the most destructive storm to hit the 
panhandle in decades.  It was just upgraded to a Category 2 storm.  This is video showing Michael 
slamming western Cuba with heavy rain and strong winds.  The storm is expected to strengthen as it 
moves toward the panhandle, and that area could get up to a foot of rain by the time all is said and done. 
Governor Rick Scott already declared a State of Emergency in 35 counties and asked the White House 
for a pre-landfall disaster declaration.  Meanwhile, Alabama is under a "statewide emergency."  Right 
now, residents are stuffing sand bags, stocking up on groceries, and filling gas tanks.  <:56 Getting gas 
like everybody else because news spread the word...there's a hurricane. 1:01> Mandatory evacuations 
are in place for at least seven counties.  State leaders say if you've been told to leave, don't wait. 
<0:38 Governor. Rick Scott, (R) Florida: "Every family must be prepared. Every family. Remember, we 
can rebuild your house, but we cannot rebuild your life." 0:45> Governor Scott has already activated more 
than 12-hundred National Guardsmen.  Over the weekend, 13 people in Central America died from 
flooding caused by the system that would eventually become Michael. 
 
DATE: 10/9/2018 
NEWSCAST: 8a 
LENGTH: 1:15 
SUMMARY:  People in Hurricane Michael's path are preparing for the most destructive storm to hit the 
panhandle in decades.  It was just upgraded to a Category 2 storm.  This is video showing Michael 
slamming western Cuba with heavy rain and strong winds.  The storm is expected to strengthen as it 
moves toward the panhandle, and that area could get up to a foot of rain by the time all is said and done. 
Governor Rick Scott already declared a State of Emergency in 35 counties and asked the White House 
for a pre-landfall disaster declaration.  Meanwhile, Alabama is under a "statewide emergency."  Right 
now, residents are stuffing sand bags, stocking up on groceries, and filling gas tanks.  <:56 Getting gas 
like everybody else because news spread the word...there's a hurricane. 1:01> Mandatory evacuations 
are in place for at least seven counties.  State leaders say if you've been told to leave, don't wait. 
<0:38 Governor. Rick Scott, (R) Florida: "Every family must be prepared. Every family. Remember, we 
can rebuild your house, but we cannot rebuild your life." 0:45> Governor Scott has already activated more 
than 12-hundred National Guardsmen.  Over the weekend, 13 people in Central America died from 
flooding caused by the system that would eventually become Michael. 
 
DATE: 10/9/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7a 
LENGTH: 1:15 
SUMMARY:  People in Hurricane Michael's path are preparing for the most destructive storm to hit the 
panhandle in decades.  It was just upgraded to a Category 2 storm.  This is video showing Michael 
slamming western Cuba with heavy rain and strong winds.  The storm is expected to strengthen as it 
moves toward the panhandle, and that area could get up to a foot of rain by the time all is said and done. 
Governor Rick Scott already declared a State of Emergency in 35 counties and asked the White House 
for a pre-landfall disaster declaration.  Meanwhile, Alabama is under a "statewide emergency."  Right 
now, residents are stuffing sand bags, stocking up on groceries, and filling gas tanks.  <:56 Getting gas 
like everybody else because news spread the word...there's a hurricane. 1:01> Mandatory evacuations 
are in place for at least seven counties.  State leaders say if you've been told to leave, don't wait. 
<0:38 Governor. Rick Scott, (R) Florida: "Every family must be prepared. Every family. Remember, we 
can rebuild your house, but we cannot rebuild your life." 0:45> Governor Scott has already activated more 
than 12-hundred National Guardsmen.  Over the weekend, 13 people in Central America died from 
flooding caused by the system that would eventually become Michael. 
 
DATE: 10/9/2018 
NEWSCAST: 8a 
LENGTH: 1:15 
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SUMMARY:  People in Hurricane Michael's path are preparing for the most destructive storm to hit the 
panhandle in decades.  It was just upgraded to a Category 2 storm.  This is video showing Michael 
slamming western Cuba with heavy rain and strong winds.  The storm is expected to strengthen as it 
moves toward the panhandle, and that area could get up to a foot of rain by the time all is said and done. 
Governor Rick Scott already declared a State of Emergency in 35 counties and asked the White House 
for a pre-landfall disaster declaration.  Meanwhile, Alabama is under a "statewide emergency."  Right 
now, residents are stuffing sand bags, stocking up on groceries, and filling gas tanks.  <:56 Getting gas 
like everybody else because news spread the word...there's a hurricane. 1:01> Mandatory evacuations 
are in place for at least seven counties.  State leaders say if you've been told to leave, don't wait. 
<0:38 Governor. Rick Scott, (R) Florida: "Every family must be prepared. Every family. Remember, we 
can rebuild your house, but we cannot rebuild your life." 0:45> Governor Scott has already activated more 
than 12-hundred National Guardsmen.  Over the weekend, 13 people in Central America died from 
flooding caused by the system that would eventually become Michael. 
 
DATE: 10/11/2018 
NEWSCAST: 7a  
LENGTH: 1:30 
SUMMARY:  Now that the storm has passed, people in the panhandle will be out assessing the damage 
and starting the cleanup process.  WESH 2's Hadas Brown joins us now.  Hadas, there are ways people 
here in Central Florida can help. 
 
DATE: 10/11/2018 
NEWSCAST: 8a 
LENGTH: 1:30 
SUMMARY:  Now that the storm has passed, people in the panhandle will be out assessing the damage 
and starting the cleanup process.  WESH 2's Hadas Brown joins us now.  Hadas, there are ways people 
here in Central Florida can help. 
 
DATE: 10/11/2018 
NEWSCAST:  7a 
LENGTH: :25 
SUMMARY:  The strongest storm to ever hit the Florida panhandle -- is now a tropical storm.  Michael 
was downgraded overnight.  It was a Category 4 storm when it hit the Gulf Coast yesterday afternoon 
with winds up to 155 miles an hour. 
 
DATE: 10/11/2018 
NEWSCAST: 8a 
LENGTH: :25 
SUMMARY:  The strongest storm to ever hit the Florida panhandle -- is now a tropical storm.  Michael 
was downgraded overnight.  It was a Category 4 storm when it hit the Gulf Coast yesterday afternoon 
with winds up to 155 miles an hour. 
 
DATE: 10/8/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:25 
SUMMARY:  Central Florida is likely to escape the brunt of this storm -- but preparations are STILL 
underway.  Relief organizations are figuring out their next steps.  WESH 2's Sanika Dange spoke with 
one organization that's still not finished helping people in the Carolinas. 
 
DATE: 10/9/2018 
NEWSCAST:  10p 
LENGTH: 1:05 
SUMMARY:  By now ... all the boarding of windows ... sandbagging and battening down is over. 
Ready or not ... here comes Hurricane Michael.  WESH 2's Stewart Moore is in Panama City ... where 
landfall is expected tomorrow. 
DATE: 10/10/2018 



 

63 | CW18 4th QUARTER 2018 
 

NEWSCAST:  10p 
LENGTH: 20:00 
SUMMARY:  Gas stations are in splinters, power lines are stretched out across streets, and roads are 
impassable.  Hurricane Michael is MUCH weaker tonight -- but it’s still strong enough to carve out a path 
of ruin... and it's a force to be feared in as it marches north and east. 
 
DATE: 10/11/2018 
NEWSCAST:  10p 
LENGTH: 1:20 
SUMMARY:  The sun has set, and a curfew is in place in Panama City... as residents continue to try and 
cope with the damage and loss from Hurricane Michael.  Aerial views today provided a clear picture of 
catastrophic damage.  WESH 2's Stewart Moore is on the ground in Panama City - where the focus has 
shifted to recovery. 
 
DATE: 10/11/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:00 
SUMMARY:  We're getting a greater understanding of the storm's power as new video of the damage 
continues to come in.  We're also hearing from the people who were in i's path for the first time when the 
place next door fell in and put a big hole in my wall. I got two more holes above my sliding glass door in 
back. So, I spent about two and a half hours in my bathroom. I had to take all my food and water in there 
because I didn't know what was going to happen to the rest of the house. 
 
DATE: 10/13/18 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:20 
SUMMARY:  The images from the Panhandle are hard to forget. The total devastation from Hurricane 
Michael means MORE help is needed -- days later.  Ocala Police sent officers from Central Florida as 
part of a massive response.  WESH 2's Alex Villarreal shows us the efforts. 
 
DATE: 10/15/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: :35 
SUMMARY:  Roads in Mexico Beach in the Florida Panhandle are starting to reopen after Hurricane 
Michael.  The storm nearly WIPED OUT the town.  This is video of one of the main roads, Highway 98. 
You can see the road has been cleared and debris pushed aside.  Closer to the coast parts of this road 
were INNUNDATED with sand from the beach. 
 
DATE: 10/19/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: :25 
SUMMARY:  The death toll has climbed once again in the aftermath of Hurricane Michael. At least 35 
people are dead across Florida, Georgia, North Carolina and Virginia. 25 of those deaths are in the 
panhandle.  Hurricane Michael made landfall in Mexico Beach last Wednesday as a Category 4 
hurricane.  It's the strongest storm to hit the continental United States in more than a decade, let alone 
the strongest storm to EVER hit the panhandle.  
 
DATE:  10/20/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: :45 
SUMMARY:  This comes as residents along the panhandle are slowly trying to pick their lives back up. 

Businesses are starting to open back up. Some chose to carry on for their communities - despite the 

damage. This Ace Hardware Store is missing its whole back wall from the storm. But employees opened 

up as soon as possible - knowing their neighbors were in desperate need. The owner says he was 

shocked at the damage - but even more surprised by the work ethic of his employees. 
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DATE: 11/3/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:45 
SUMMARY:  The long recovery continues for people across the panhandle in the aftermath of Hurricane 
Michael. It's been three weeks since the powerful Category 4 storm ripped through the region.  One of the 
hardest hit areas was the small town of Mexico Beach -- where Michael made landfall.  WESH 2's Sanika 
Dange is there with how residents are trying to rebuild. 
 
DATE: 11/3/2018 
NEWSCAST:  10p 
LENGTH: :25 
SUMMARY:  At least four confirmed tornadoes touched down in the Tampa Bay area Friday after severe 
weather swept across the coast. The tornadoes left considerable damage, knocking down trees and 
damaging several homes. One tree fell onto the bedroom of a two-month-old, however officials report that 
there have been no injuries related to the storm. Residents say that the storms came on quickly, leaving 
little time to react. The National Weather Service is surveying the area to determine if there could have 
been additional tornadoes. 
 
DATE: 11/7/2018 
NEWSCAST:  10p 
LENGTH: :25 
SUMMARY:  Utility companies report ALL power has been restored in the Panhandle after Hurricane 
Michael. The companies reported to the Public Service Commission they had ZERO outages for the first 
time since the Category 4our hurricane made landfall nearly a month ago. Michael slammed into Florida's 
Panhandle with 155 mile an hour winds on October tenth -- knocking out power to more than 380-
thousand people. 
 
DATE: 11/11/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: 1:20 
SUMMARY:  Tonight - the death toll from those wildfires in California continues to grow. Just moments 
ago, authorities announced that 6 more bodies have been recovered, bringing the death toll to 31. More 
than 200 are still missing. The worst of the three fires is in Northern California. Reporter Steve Patterson 
tells us it has all but wiped the town of Paradise, OFF THE MAP. 
 
DATE:  11/10/2018  
NEWSCAST:  10p 
LENGTH:  
SUMMARY:  Hurricane Michael SLAMMED Florida's panhandle a month ago at Category Four strength. 
It ROARED ashore near Mexico Beach and left most of the town in ruins.  But people have stepped up to 
help.  WESH 2's Michelle Imperato has the story of two men who have been FEEDING the devastated 
town since the storm hit. 
 
DATE: 11/28/2018 
NEWSCAST: 10p 
LENGTH: :45 
SUMMARY:  People living in the panhandle have less than two weeks to apply for disaster assistance 

funds related to Hurricane Michael. December 10th is the deadline to apply for both grants from FEMA 

and U.S. Small Business Administration. FEMA is offering grants to qualified Floridians in 12 counties 

affected by the October 10th storm that caused widespread damage. The grants cannot duplicate 

insurance payments but can help those who are under or uninsured. The U.S. Small Business 

Administration also offers low-interest disaster loans to homeowners, renters, non-profits, and business 

owners to repair or replace real estate and personal property. 

 



 

65 | CW18 4th QUARTER 2018 
 

 


