
Quarterly Report Of Significant Issues Facing Service Area
And Typical Programs Broadcast To Address Those Issues

Period:  July 1 through September 30, 2022
 
 

 SUMMARY

Since August 1999, WRIP has provided a full-service approach to Community Service
throughout Jewett, Windham, Hunter and the "Mountaintop Region," so called.  Up until
that time, the region was previously without any local broadcast service.
WRIP maintains an "open mike" policy, inviting spokesmen from local non-profit civic,
service, municipal, and charitable organizations and causes to schedule live "drop-in" or
telephone interviews during Morning Drive to publicize their activities without charge.
Some of the typical (but not all) resulting interview/discussions are listed herein.
WRIP has contracted for weather forecasts customized to the unique climate conditions
on the "Mountaintop," which can differ considerably from those in the Hudson Valley or
Capital Region.  WRIP's "MountainWeather" is often the only accurate forecast and
condition report available in the region.  During inclement weather (primarily
snowstorms), WRIP maintains a continual live presence on-the-air and broadcasts
information as often as necessary to update the public regarding school and other
cancellations and delays, as well as any other emergency information, in cooperation with
local officials.  We also broadcast reports from drivers on area roads employing mobile
phones to advise others of icing conditions (typical on New York State Route 23 into the
Hudson Valley), plus phone reports from the Highway Departments and local residents of
local snowfall accumulations and conditions from the many hills and valleys of  our
service area.
WRIP airs approximately 75 free public service announcements weekly that focus on
local, state and national non-profit civic, service, municipal, charitable, churches, school
organizations and causes. Because they are so numerous these announcements may not
be itemized on the attached "Issue / Response" list.  The station maintains a policy of
inviting spokespersons from charitable groups to record their own announcements.  Since
local radio was not previously available to our community, WRIP employs an
"affirmative action" approach to public service wherein area publications are reviewed
for appropriate public service items and events, and the organizations are periodically
contacted to remind them of the availability of free air time and station public service
policies, and, in the case of high profile events, charitable commercial rates are made
available to groups with a marketing budget, for increased frequency of announcements.
Assistance is provided to enable group spokesmen to write and record their own PSAs for
major events to be aired on WRIP.

Some typical examples of current community issues addressed by significant
programming during this three month period are set forth on the following page(s).  This
is a representative list.  It is not exhaustive.



Issues: Employment: Retaining employees in the current competitive economy.    Health:
maintaining a healthy weight.     Crime, and factors that influence it.

Program: Terry McDonough talked about how employers can keep their employees.   Dr. Rehka
Kumar detailed a personalized weight loss program.   Erika Twani spoke about the
relationship between lack of education and increased crime.

Duration: 27 minutes beginning at 6:30am on July 3, 2022

Issues:              Health & Medical Issues Affecting Greene County Residents

Programs:      Ed Ullman, CEO/Pharmacist of WellnessRX Pharmacy in Tannersville, NY and member
of the President’s Advisory Council at Albany College of Pharmacy & Health Services,
provides weekly live  updates on vaccine development, availability and distribution,
along with the  latest developments in medicine and specifically how it relates to our
region.

Duration:        Fifteen minutes Wednesdays at 8:05 to 8:20 am on  July 6,13,20 and 27; August
3,10,17,24 and 31; and September 76,14,21 and 28.

Issues: Racial discrimination.    Jobs and individual-owned businesses.     Environmental
concerns: fossil fuels vs electric vehicles.

Program: Farzana Nayani discussed discrimination against Asians. Jeremy Hartman talked about
help for entrepreneurs.  Daniel Bardar spoke on new advances with electric car chargers.

Duration: 27 minutes beginning at 6:30am on July 10, 2022

Issue: Preserving Catskills Architecture

Program: Kevin Durkin describes how he first came to Windham over 50 years ago – and how he
eventually took an old barn on the Mulford property on Mill Street in Windham and
turned it into a full-blown restoration up near Cunningham Rd. Durkin also discusses his
TV show “Restoration Road” that features this project and others.

Duration: 20 minutes from 3:30pm on July 7, 2022



Issues: Windham Town Supervisor Updates

Program Windham Town Supervisor Thomas Hoyt discusses Hazardous Waste Collection Day, a
Proposal for a No Smoking Ban on any Town Property – and an update on the
construction of the new Ambulance building  on South Street in Windham.

Duration: 20 minutes from 3:30pm on July 13, 2022

Issues: War in Ukraine, and accommodating Ukrainian refugees.   The environment: clean water.

Program: Col. John Spencer gave an update on the war in Ukraine.   George McGraw discussed
why so many in this country lack clean drinking water.    Khalid Parekh spoke on aid for
Ukrainian refugees.

Duration: 27 minutes beginning at 6:30am on July 17, 2022

Issues: “Before We Were Prattsville” – remembering “Schoharie Kill”

Program: Historian and author Clover Archer talks about her extensive research project about the
roots of the citizenry of Prattsville. Ms. Archer gives a free presentation and discussion of
her findings at the Pratt Museum on Saturday, July 23rd.

Duration: 20 minutes from 3:30pm on July 20, 2022

Issues: Aging and dealing with retirement.    Climate change.      The war  in Unraine.

Program: Diana Olebaum commented on how the war in Ukraine can be resolved. Lt. General
Norman Seip examined the relationship between climate and national security.
Dr. Ken Dykewald was interviewed regarding on the four stages of retirement.

Duration: 27 minutes beginning at 6:30am on July 24,2022

Issues: Windham Names Implementation Committee for Comprehensive Plan

Program: Windham Town Supervisor Thomas Hoyt discusses some of the historic initiatives about
to be undertaken by the Implementation Committee, regarding both land use and
specifically, zoning laws to control future growth in the town.

Duration: 20 minutes from 3:30pm on July 27, 2022



Issues: Rising prices and inflation.   Improving the roles of First Responders.    Food safety
during the heat of Summer.

Program: Doron Kemple talked about the increasing use of drones by first responders.   AARP's
Neil Wertheimer gave tips on how everyone can fight inflation.   The USDA's Archie
Magoulas provided summer food safety tips.

Duration: 27 minutes beginning at 6:30am on July 31, 2022

Issues: First Ever Festival in Gilboa seeks promotion

Program: Town native Elizabeth Van Houten describes the “Sunken City Music Festival,”  to be
held at her family’s apple farm. The three day music festival will also raise awareness of
“Old Giboa” aka “The Sunken City” – now part of the Schoharie Dam and Reservoir.

Duration: 15 minutes from 8:05am on August 4, 2022

Issues: Support for people with disabilities.   Drags on the economy.    The influence of politics
on education.

Program: Regina Blyle commented on the victories of ADA over the years.   Mark Meadows
discussed possible ways to fix the supply problems plaguing the economy.   Connor
Boyock weighed in on the controversy surrounding American history education.

Duration: 27 minutes beginning at 6:30am on August 7, 2022

Issues: American Cancer Society Updates Post-COVID

Program: Nick Liporace. Senior Community Development Manager at the ACS Albany Region
describes current fundraising initiatives and the return of the Relay for Life in the greater
Capital Region and Columbia and Greene County.

Duration: 15 minutes from 8:05am on August 9, 2022



Issues: Summer Water Shortage, Sign Law Revision, Ambulance Building Update

Program: Thomas Hoyt updates the updated timeline for the Ambulance Building construction
project.  He also discussed a possible amendment  to limit the number of signs a business
may display in town. A drier-than-normal summer has affected recreation at CD Lane
Park, where swimming is no longer permitted due to water levels at the lake inlet.

Duration: 15 minutes from 3:30pm on August 10, 2022

Issues: CMF Invites Community for “Nutcracker” Auditions

Program: Victoria Renaldi discusses the annual presentation of “The Nutcracker” in December at
the Orpheum in Tannersville. She also describes the need for community participation in
the Act 1 “party scene” which includes both children and adults. Dates and times for
auditions at the CMF’s Red Barn are given.

Duration: 15 minutes from 8:05am on August 11, 2022

Issues: Financial security in retirement.     Health: Questions regarding COVID vaccinations for
children.    What will happen when 3G cellular service is retired?

Program: Andrea Smith discussed the demise of 3G cell service.  Les Winston gavee tips on
lessening dependence on Social Security.   Kevin Chatham-Stephens was interviewed
regarding on childhood COVID vaccinations.

Duration: 27 minutes beginning at 6:30am on August 14, 2022

Issues: New Business in Lexington. Sugar Maples Pottery Classes

Program: Mike Ryan visits Van Dusen’s – the return of a new convenience store (their ONLY
convenience store) back to Lexington.  Mike also reports on the activities at pottery
center at Sugar Maples Center for Creative Arts and their upcoming outdoor Pottery
Show.

Duration: 15 minutes from 3:30pm on August 17, 2022



Issues: Health – avoiding the doctor’s office.   The environment, global warming and climate
change, and electric cars as a partial solution.   The high cost of college tuition.

Program: Zane Burke talked about new virtual health procedures.  Hoss Hassani discussed a new
app full of information on electric cars.   Elisabeth Leamy provided infomration on how
parents and students can negotiate college costs.

Duration: 27 minutes beginning at 6:30am on August 21, 2022

Issues: Preserving Local History. Summer Drought Closes Beaches. Adaptive Sports Foundation
loses one its Founders

Program: Mike Ryan discusses Larry Tompkins’ recent public presentation of Windham Town
historical photographs, many one-of-a-kinds. Thomas Hoyt reports on low or no water
levels at town Flood Control dams and the closing of swimming and kayaking at CD
Lane Park.  Mr. Hoyt also notes the recent passing of Harvey Silverman, a founding
member of the Adaptive and board member of The Windham Foundation.

Duration: 15 minutes from 3:30pm on August 24, 2022

Issues: Environment: clean water.    Health:  risks posed by malaria.     Health of pets.

Program: Scott Wilson discussed how to clean municipal water supplies.    Dr. Lori Teller gave tips
on keeping pets safe in summer.  Kelly Willis was interviewed about eliminating malaria.

Duration: 27 minutes beginning at 6:30am on August 28, 2022

Issues: Windham History Archives come to Civic Center

Program: Larry Tompkins, a 45+ year collector of Windham photographs and ephemera, discusses
his life history and dedication to collecting and presenting his ever-growing collection
Saturday and Sunday, September 3 & 4th at the Windham Civic Center.

Duration: 20 minutes from 3:30pm on August 31, 2022



Issues: Inflation.    Minority issues.    Rural education.    Empowerment of youth.

Program: Alonzo Plough discussed how inflation affects minority communities.
Eliza Villanueva-Beard talked about improving education in rural areas.
Ed Grohowski was interviewed about the efforts of Junior Achievement.

Duration: 27 minutes beginning at 6:30am on September 4, 2022

Issues: Windham Considers New Noise Law.  Ambulance Challenges

Program: Windham Town Supervisor Thomas Hoyt discusses plans for a possible town Noise Law,
subject to public hearing(s). He also describes challenges that ambulance crews are
facing, attempting to deliver patients to local hospitals but experiencing delays or having
to drive to other hospitals because of short staffing and delays at emergency rooms.

Duration: 15 minutes from 3:30pm on September 7, 2022

Issues: Problems facing farmers and our food supply.    Keeping a pet safe while driving.
Health:  Obesity and addiction to food.

Program: Brian Leake explained the "Here's to the Farmers Campaign."    Brian Moody outlined
pet safety in automobiles,    Dr. Christopher Hadron talked about food addiction.

Duration: 27 minutes beginning at 6:30am on September 11, 2022

Issues: Town of Jewett Author/Photographer Chronicles Area Loggers / New One Stop Area
Resource Website debuts

Program: Elaine Warfield discusses 40+ years spent in local politics and a series of recently
published books about the work of loggers both local and nationwide. She also introduces
a new information website, www.mountaintopresources.com

Duration: 25 minutes from 3:30pm on September 14, 2022



Issues: Cost of higher education, bleak future for grads, and resulting depression.
Accidental poisoning of children.      The US obesity epidemic, and self-esteem

Program: Dr. Laura Erickson-Scroate discussed the growing problem of student depression.
Dr. Flora Stay directed parents on health products they should keep away from kids.
Two experts on new dress trends for plus-size women.

Duration: 27 minutes beginning at 6:30am on September 18, 2022

Issues: County Recognizes Vietnam Vets. Proposed Moratorium on Site Plan Review in
Windham. Jewett Nutrition Center Update

Program: Mike Ryan reports on the new Vietnam Veterans Memorial dedication in Greenville on
September 17. Windham Supervisor Thomas Hoyt previews the parameters of the
proposed six month Site Plan Moratorium. He also discussed the challenges facing the
County Department of Human Services causing the temporary closure of the Jewett
Nutrition Center and the suspension of in-person delivery of the Meals on Wheels
program.

Duration: 20 minutes from 3:30pm on September 21, 2022

Issues: Veterans experiencing PTSD and taking their own lives.   Schools failing to tach students
the financial basics of life.    Health:  Kidney disease.

Program: Dr. Lisa Kearney commented on efforts to stop veteran suicide.
Dr. William Hensley discussed the need for more financial education in schools.
Dr. German Hernandez was interviewed on kidney disease awareness.

Duration: 27 minutes beginning at 6:30am on September 25, 2022


