
FACE THE STATE 1st QUARTER 2018 30 Minute Program

1/7/18 Face the State 6:30am 

Host: Shannon Newth 

Guests: Matt Kuntz – National Alliance of Mental Illness MT, Juliana Hallows – Montana VA Suicide 
Prevention Coordinator, Karl Rosston – Montana DPHHS Suicide Prevention Coordinator

Suicide numbers in Montana and prevention efforts to reduce that number in the state.  

1/14/18 Face the State 6:30am 

Host: Dennis Bragg 

Guests: Patrick Barkey and Bryce Ward from the Bureau of Business and Economic Research at 
the University of Montana.

Program covers the release of the 2018 BBER Montana Economic Report, discussing a variety 
of economic trends such as growth in tech sector, higher education and healthcare jobs, 
continued robust economy in some Montana cities such as Bozeman and Kalispell, the falling 
impacts of the Bakken, the rebound timber industry and real estate. They discuss the impacts of 
the drought and farm prices on Montana’s agricultural sector and tax reform. 

1/21/18 Face the State 6:30am 

Host: Jay Kohn 

Guest: Bill Mercer, former U.S. Attorney for Montana (2001-2009), MTN Legal analyst

Today’s program focused on the top legal cases and issues in Montana in 2017 & looking 
forward to 2018.

On the national scene, we discussed the current make up of the U.S. Supreme Court, and the 
prospect that President Trump may get to appoint possibly two more Supreme Court Justices.

Also discussed, recent personnel changes on the Montana legal front, including new Montana 
U.S. Attorney Kurt Alme, and recently appointed Mt Supreme Court Justice Ingrid Gustafson.  
Gustafson is the first Montana Justice from the Billings area since Diane Barz in 1989.

We also talked about Attorney General Jeff Sessions, his rocky tenure in the Trump 
administration, and the recent Justice Department statement regarding the prosecution of medical 
marijuana cases across the country.



On the state scene, we mentioned the recent state Supreme Court ruling that found Marsy’s Law 
unconstitutional.   Bill talked about why the constitutional initiative that provided for specific 
rights for crime victims - was tossed out and what comes next.

We also discussed author Jon Krakauer’s request for access to Montana University System 
documents concerning the Commissioner’s Office handling of the rape case against former 
University of Montana quarterback Jordan Johnson.

Bill also gave us an update on the Michael Spell case, the man convicted of murder and 
kidnapping Sidney school teacher Sherry Arnold.

Also discussed was action by the 2017 legislature that clarified the definition of sexual assault in 
Montana.

Finally, we also talked about the prevalence of violent crime in Montana,  and the rising impact 
that methamphetamine is having on Montana ‘s justice system.

This is the third year in a row that Mercer has joined us on Face the State to discuss the top legal 
cases in Montana.

1/28/18 Face the State 6:30am 

Hosts: Dr. David Parker, MTN Political Analyst and Mike Dennison MTN Chief Political 
Reporter 

Guest: US Representative Greg Gianforte 

The discussion ranged from tax reform to incentives and regulation of energy industries, to forest 
and wilderness management in Montana.

2/4/18 Face the State  6:30am 

Host: Chet Layman and Matt Elwell

Guests: Doug Chabot, Director of the Gallatin National Forest Avalanche Center and Captain 
Jason Jarret of the Gallatin County Sheriff’s Office and manager of Gallatin County Search and 
Rescue 

Guests Doug Chabot, Director of the Gallatin National Forest Avalanche Center and Captain 
Jason Jarret of the Gallatin County Sheriff’s Office and manager of Gallatin County Search and 
Rescue join hosts Chet Layman and Matt Elwell to talk about the avalanche danger in Montana 
right now.  The group also talked about avalanche safety measures and how to stay safe in the 
back country while hiking, skiing or snowmobiling.

2/11/18 Face the State  6:30am 



Hosts: Dr. David Parker, MTN Political Analyst and Mike Dennison MTN Chief Political 
Reporter 

Guests: Jeremy Johnson, Carroll College Political Science Professor and Chuck Denowh, Helena 
political consultant 

Jeremy Johnson and Chuck Denowh discuss the state’s major political races this year (U.S. Senate and 
U.S. House), the candidates in those races, the political landscape of the state as the campaign season gets 
under way, the possible role of Gov. Steve Bullock in the campaign, and his longer-term political plans. 

2/18/18 Face the State 6:30am 

Host: Tim McGonigal 

Guests: Norma Ashby, Tom Figarelle Executive Director of the CM Russell Museum, Duane 
Bratten, CM Russell Museum Director of Art and Philanthropy 

In less than one month, the Electric City will be the center of the Western Art World. 2018 marks 
the 50th anniversary of the Russell auction which has grown from humble beginnings to the 
premier event of its kind. Today we are pleased to have three people who are instrumental in the 
past, present, and the future success of the Russell Art Auction. 

2/25/18 Face the State 6:30am 

Host: Dennis Bragg 

Guest: Tim Fox Montana Attorney General 

We discussed the Aid Montana program and the initiative to work on substance abuse issues in 
Montana, from working with law enforcement to what people can do to help with issues 
including prescription drug and alcohol abuse, meth and marijuana trafficking issues and the 
Perdue pharma lawsuit. 

Additionally, Fox discusses the human trafficking problems in Montana, the Montana Highway 
Patrol mission, and an update on REAL ID transition. 

3/4/18 Face the State 6:30am 

Host:  Jay Kohn

Guest:  Gary Buchanan, Co-owner Buchanan Capital Inc., former Montana Commerce Director 
(under Gov. Ted Schwinden) & former Chair of the Montana Board of Investments

Today’s program focused on the year on Wall Street.  Gary Buchanan is a Billing investment 
adviser who is a frequent contributor to MTN News when it comes to analyzing the market and 



the latest trends.    Today, we focused on the volatile market swings already in 2018.  Gary 
talked about President Trump’s proposed tariffs on steel and aluminum, and the prospects of a 
potential trade war.   We also discussed the latest trends for the Montana economy, and the state 
revenue picture in light of recent state budget cuts.   Other topics included agriculture 
commodities, an update on oil activity in the Bakken, and an overview of the world of coal - and 
the struggles of the nation’s top coal companies. 

3/11/18 Face the State 6:30am 

Host: Chet Layman 

Guest: Casey Anderson 

When Montana filmmaker Casey Anderson discovered mountain lion tracks outside of this home 
in Paradise Valley, little did he know he was forming a unique relationship with this elusive cat. 
Finding the tracks sparked a year-long obsession with the adult mountain lion and her cubs who 
are hunting in his backyard. Using the latest high-tech tools to capture a rare view into the lives 
of mountain lions in the wild, Anderson tracks their every move and even ventures into their den.

Anderson made an appearance on Sunday's Face the State to promote his new special on the 
Smithsonian Channel that premieres Wednesday, Mar. 14 at 8 p.m.

3/18/18 Face the State  6:30am 

Hosts: Dr. David Parker, MTN Political Analyst and Mike Dennison MTN Chief Political 
Reporter 

Guests: Jake Eaton, Republican political consultant and Eric Stern Democratic political 
consultant and former counsel to Govs. Steve Bullock and Brian Schweitzer 

We discussed and analyzed the upcoming U.S. Senate and U.S. House races, as well as the chances for 
the Democrats to make any gains in legislative races.

Mr. Eaton outlined the GOP’s arguments against re-electing Sen. Tester, saying that Tester has become 
increasingly “out of touch” with Montana and aligned with the liberal wing of his party in Washington. 
He also talked about the strengths and weaknesses of the four Republican U.S. Senate candidates running 
in the primary, and whether any of them had the resources and talent to unseat Tester. 

 Mr. Stern said that Tester has faced this line of attack before and has successfully fended it off, because 
he is not a traditional left-leaning liberal from an urban area — he is a moderate Democrat and a farmer, 
whose positions and record seek to boost the interests of rural America. Stern also said that he doubts 
Democrats can make many gains in the Montana Legislature, unless the election turns into a “blue wave” 
for Democrats nationwide and that wave trickles down to lesser races.

 The four of us also discussed the role of President Trump in the coming Montana elections, as to whether 
his presence would be a benefit or not for Republicans on the ticket, and whether the historic trend of the 
president’s party losing ground in non-presidential election years would continue.



3/25/18 Face the State  6:30am and 9:30am 

Host: Jacob Fuhrer

Guests: Saundra Lowry, Agency IV Agency on Aging, Rocky Mountain Development Council, 
Kerrie Reidelbach, DPHHS, Senior and Long Term Care Division, Nanette Whitman-Holmes, 
Life Enrichment and Wellness Director, Touchmark on Saddle Drive

Program covers issues facing seniors living in Montana. The state is facing what experts call a 
silver tsunami - the number of elderly people rising. That creates challenges for how to care for 
that population. By 2025, the state predicts one in four Montanans will be over the age of 65. By 
that same year, it's expected there will be 3,000 people over the age of 100. We discuss how state 
agencies and organizations are struggling to meet needs with limited staff. We talk about 
programs available to help seniors and the importance of companionship towards the end of life 
as well as the shortage of available caregivers for older generations. Guests also touch on elder 
abuse and how to prevent it.


