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First Quarter 2018

This listing includes some of the significant issues responded to by WICN(FM),
Worcester, Massachusetts along with the most significant treatment of those
issues for the period January 1st – March 31st, 2018. This listing is by no means
exhaustive. The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or
significance.

Arts
Sunday, January 7, 2018 - 9:00pm
Tonight on Inquiry we welcome back HONEE HESS, Executive Director of the WORCESTER CENTER FOR 
CRAFTS. Joining her in the studio is photographer RON ROSENSTOCK. A stunning exhibition of Rosenstock’s 
photography titled RON ROSENSTOCK: FIFTY YEARS OF PHOTOGRAPHY opens at the Craft Center January 18, 
2018.

Sunday, February 11, 2018 - 9:00pm
Tonight’s guest on Inquiry is visual artist ANNE RAINEY. An exhibition of her work titled TU ME MANQUES will 
be at Worcester’s Sprinkler Factory from February 3 till February 25.

Sunday, March 11, 2018 – 9:00pm
Tonight on Inquiry we talk with illustrator and artist ANDREW DEGRAFF. Over the years, DeGraff has drawn 
wonderful maps that delineate the movements through space and time of major characters in popular films like 
Star Wars, the Wizard of Oz and Fargo. A collection of these can be found in the new book: CINEMAPS: AN ATLAS 
OF GREAT MOVIES. 

Sunday, March 11, 2018 - 9:30pm
Our in-studio guests today from the FITCHBURG ART MUSEUM are LAUREN SZUMITA, Koch Curatorial Fellow 
and KLEDIA SPIRO, Marketing Manager. They will be talking about an exciting exhibition at the Fitchburg Art 
Museum: FANTASTICAL, POLITICAL on view till June 3, 2018.

Sunday March 4, 2018 – 9:30pm
Tonight on Inquiry, our in-studio guests are DAVID WACKELL, Exhibition Preparator at Anna Maria College, and 
ESTHER SOLONDZ, artist. An exhibition of Esther Solondz’ installation and process based work titled SO 
LIGHTLY HERE, will be at Anna Maria College from FEBUARY 21-APRIL 11, 2008.

Sunday, March 25, 2018 - 10:30pm
This week on "The Public Eye" Al is joined by author and art expert Miles Unger to talk about his new book; 
"Picasso and the Painting that Shocked the world". In it Unger examines the great artists personality and his never 
ending struggle to find his true artistic-identity. Tune in this Sunday evening at 10:30 for an intriguing discussion 
about the great artists Pablo Picasso.

Sunday, March 18, 2018 - 9:00pm
Tonight on Inquiry we talk with Syrian-born artist MOHAMAD HAFEZ. His stunning installation and assemblage 
work addresses the war in Syria and the plight of the Syrian refugees. Examples of his recent work can be seen at 
the FITCHBURG ART MUSEUM’s exhibition FANTASTICAL; POLITICAL, on view till June 3, 2018

Sunday March 25 2018 – 9:30pm
Tonight on Inquiry, we talk with writer and reader in history at the University of Sussex CHARLOTTE SLEIGH. 
Her new stunning book traces the depictions of animal life in prints and books over the centuries. This is a 
complicated story that reflects how human societies have thought about the natural world. Sleigh’s book is: THE 
PAPER ZOO: 500 YEARS OF ANIMALS IN ART.



Culture – including Popular Culture and Music

Sunday January 7, 2018 – 10:30 PM MARTIN PUCHNER. We stand at the threshold of another major leap in what 
the written word can do, as a growing population intersects with an explosive new technology. The written word is 
once again transformed and the possibilities are endless. So says Harvard professor and author  Martin Puchner. 
Tune in this Sunday evening at 10:30 when Al speaks with Martin Puchner about his new book; The Written Word.

Sunday, January 21, 2018 - 9:00pm
Tonight on Inquiry we talk with RICHARD BLADE. He is one of the most popular rock DJs in America, and  has 
hosted, directed and/or starred in TV series like Video One, MV3 and Video Beat. He has recently written a new 
memoir that is a wild ride from blasting dance beats in clubs all over Europe to  becoming one of the hottest on-air 
personalities at the legendary KROQ in Pasedena. It’s one wild trip. His new book is titled: WORLD IN MY EYES: 
THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY. If you have ever been a DJ or have ever dreamt about being one, DON'T MISS THIS 
SHOW!

Sunday, February 18, 2018 - 9:00pm
Tonight we talk with artist and writer JULIA JACQUETTE about her graphic memoir PLAYGROUND OF THE 
MIND. This is a beautiful, large format work that describes how some very special playgrounds of her youth, and 
her mother and father, helped shape the artist she is today.

Thursday, March 1, 2018 - 12:00pm
Our guest tonight is ANTONIO DAMASIO, University Professor; David Dornsife Professor of Neuroscience, 
Psychology, and Philosophy; and director of the Brain and Creativity Institute at the University of Southern 
California. We will be talking about his new book: THE STRANGE ORDER OF THINGS: LIFE, FEELING, AND 
THE MAKING OF CULTURE.   

Thursday, March 1, 2018 - 11:00am
Tonight on Inquiry we talk with electric guitarist, songwriter and recording artist RICHARD LLOYD. His new 
memoir is a roller coaster ride of sex, drugs, rock and roll and Gurdjieff: EVERYTHING IS COMBUSTIBLE: 
TELEVISION, CBGB’S, AND FIVE DECADES OF ROCK AND ROLL.

Sunday, March 11, 2018 - 10:30pm
In his new book; Have Dog Will Travel educator and author Stephen Kuusisto describes the experience of being a 
blind man with Corky his first service dog and how these two came to depend on and love one another in a most 
transformative way. Tune in this Sunday evening at 10:30 when AL speaks with Syracuse University professor and 
author Stephen Kuusisto.

Sunday, March 18, 2018 – 9:00pm
Film director Terence Fisher is not well known to American film enthusiasts, yet his films for Hammer set the 
“house style” for the studio and changed the look of horror in films forever. Tonight on Inquiry we welcome back 
WHEELER WINSTON DIXON, James Ryan Professor of Film Studies, Coordinator of the Film Studies Program, 
and Professor of English at the University of Nebraska, Lincoln. We will be talking about his latest book: THE 
FILMS OF TERENCE FISHER: HAMMER HORROR AND BEYOND. 

Sunday, March 25, 2018 - 9:00pm
Dominick Dunne is best known today for his colorful coverage of the sensational murder trials of people like Claus 
von Bulow for Vanity Fair. But he started out in Hollywood as a producer and script writer, and therein lays a long 
and twisted tale. Tonight on Inquiry we talk with journalist, editor and critic ROBERT HOFLER about his new 
biography: MONEY, MURDER, AND DOMINCIK DUNNE: A LIFE IN SEVERAL ACTS

Community
Sunday, February 25, 2018 - 9:30pm
Charitable giving after a tragedy is a very noble thing. However, knowing what charities are both legitimate and 
effective takes a little scrutiny on your part. Tune in this Sunday evening at 10:30 when Al is joined by Nancy 
Cahalen, President and CEO of the Central MASS BBB. She has some tips for effective giving that will make the 
entire process a worthwhile one.



Health

Wednesday, January 24, 2018 - 4:00pm
“I erase consciousness” writes tonight’s guest on Inquiry, HENRY JAY PRZYBYLO, M.D., an Associate Professor of 
Anesthesiology at Northwestern University School of Medicine. His new book, COUNTING BACKWARDS: A 
DOCTOR’S NOTES ON ANESTHESIA is an engrossing account of what he does in the operating room.

Sunday, February 25, 2018 - 9:00pm
Mouthfeel is created by the physical  characteristics of what we put in our mouth. It’s why a crunchy potato chip 
tastes better than a soggy one. Tonight on Inquiry we talk with OLE G. MOURITSEN, director of the Danish 
Center for Taste and the Center for Biomembrane Physics and he is also president of the Danish Gastronomical 
Academy. Together with award-winning chef Klaus Strybaek, they have written a unique and fascinating book that 
is part neuroscience and part cookbook: MOUTHFEEL: HOW TEXTURE MAKES TASTE.

Sunday, February 24, 2018 - 9:00pm
Inquiry welcomes back TOM KOCH, Adjunct Professor of Medical Geography at the University of British 
Columbia. We will be discussing his new book: ETHICS IN EVERYDAY PLACES: MAPPING MORAL STRESS, 
DISTRESS, AND INJURY

History
Sunday January 7, 2018 – 9:00 pm

Roughly one third of people living in America face significant barriers to getting dental care. For much of rural 
America, the problem is poverty and the lack of dentists. Poor dental health can lead to much more serious health 
problems and even death. Yet dentistry is a 110 billion dollar a year industry. What’s happening? Tonight on 
Inquiry we talk with MARY OTTO, the oral health topic leader for the Association of Health Care Journalists about 
her new book: TEETH: THE STORY OF BEAUTY, INEQUALITY, AND THE STRUGGLE FOR ORAL HEALTH IN 
AMERICA.

Sunday, January 14, 2018 - 10:30pm
For more than four hundred years, the Eastern European border town of Buczacz—today part of Ukraine—was 
home to a highly diverse citizenry. It was here that Poles, Ukrainians, and Jews all lived side by side in relative 
harmony. Then came World War II, and three years later the entire Jewish population had been murdered by 
German and Ukrainian police, while Ukrainian nationalists eradicated Polish residents. In truth, though, this 
genocide didn’t happen so quickly. Tune in this Sunday evening at 10:30 when Al is joined by Brown University 
Professor and best selling author, Omer Bartov. His new book; Anatomy Of A Genocide is a riveting new account 
to Holocaust studies.

Sunday, January 28, 2018 – 9:00pm
There are many theories about why the Roman Empire fell, but none of them have ever taken into consideration 
the crucial role of climate change and disease. Tonight on Inquiry, we have a fascinating conversation with KYLE 
HARPER. He is a professor of classics and letters and senior vice-president and provost at the University of 
Oklahoma. His thought-provoking new book is titled: THE FATE OF ROME: CLIMATE, DISEASE, AND THE END 
OF AN EMPIRE.
Sunday, January 21, 2018 - 10:30pm
Republican President William McKinley in his two terms as president (1897 – 1901) transformed America. He 
established the US as an imperial power. Although he does not register large in either public memory or in 
historians’ rankings. Tune in this Sunday evening at 10:30 when Al speaks with historian and best selling author 
Robert Merry about his new book; President McKinley architect of the American century. In this revealing 
account, Robert W. Merry unfolds the mystery of how this bland man managed so much powerful change.

Sunday, January 28, 2018 - 10:30pm
The other great Renaissance of black culture, influence, and glamour burst forth joyfully in what may seem an 
unlikely place-Pittsburgh, PA-from the 1920s through the 1950s.Today black Pittsburgh is known as the setting for 
August Wilson's famed plays about noble but doomed working-class strivers. But this community once had an 
impact on American history that rivaled the far larger black worlds of Harlem and Chicago. It published the most 
widely read black newspaper in the country, urging black voters to switch from the Republican to the Democratic 
Party and then rallying black support for World War II. It fielded two of the greatest baseball teams of the Negro 
Leagues and introduced Jackie Robinson to the Brooklyn Dodgers. Pittsburgh was the childhood home of jazz 



pioneers Billy Strayhorn, Billy Eckstine, Earl Hines, Mary Lou Williams, and Erroll Garner; Hall of Fame slugger 
Josh Gibson-and August Wilson himself. bleak.

Tune in this Sunday evening at 10:30 when Al is joined by best-selling author Mark Whitaker his new book; 
SMOKETOWN is great read of the period and the people.

Sunday, January 28, 2018 - 9:00pm
Tonight on Inquiry, we talk with bestselling crime author RON FRANSCELL who, with forensic pathologist Dr. 
Vincent Di Maio, has written MORGUE: A LIFE IN DEATH a memoir of some of Dr. Di Maio’s most interesting 
cases including the exhuming of Lee Harvey Oswald’s body and Vincent van Gogh!

Circular imagery is everywhere in the history of human art and culture. From the design of the Large Hadron 
Collider to Dante’s designs for the afterworld to numerous maps and diagrams. Why are we so entranced by 
circles, spirals and wheels? Tonight on Inquiry, we talk with MANUEL LIMA about his breathtakingly beautiful 
book: THE BOOK OF CIRCLES: VISUALIZING SPHERES OF KNOWLEDGE.

Sunday, February 4, 2018 - 10:30pm
How did a small, provincial Jewish sect called Christianity convert the mighty pagan Roman Empire? Tune in this 
Sunday evening at 10:30 when Al is joined by author and University of North Carolina professor  Bart Ehrman, his 
new book; THE TRIUMPH of CHRISTIANITY tells the story of how a forbidden religion swept the world.

Sunday, March 4, 2018 - 10:30pm
This week on "The Public Eye" Al speaks with best selling author Howard Blum about his new book; In The 
Enemy's House. Much like what is taking place today with the Russian interference probe, Blum uncovers how 
Russian agents infiltrated American intelligence back in the 1940's  to steal highly sensitive information on 
nuclear weapons development. Tune in this Sunday evening at 10:30 for a riveting segment.

Sunday, March 25, 2018 – 9:30pm
Tonight on Inquiry we welcome KATHERINE J. PARKIN, Professor of History at Monmouth University. Her latest 
book is a fascinating look at gender and car culture in America: WOMEN AT THE WHEEL: A CENTURY OF 
BUYING, DRIVING, AND FIXING CARS. 

Letters
Sunday January 14, 2018 – 9:00pm
KORI STAMPER is a lexicographer at Merriam-Webster, where she also writes, edits, and appears in the “Ask the 
Editor” video series. Her new very witty book WORD BY WORD reveals what it is really like to create a dictionary. 
It is not at all a scientific process. Tune in and learn why you need sprachgefühl to be a good lexicographer and 
why “irregardless” is IN the dictionary and lots more.

Wednesday, February 14, 2018 - 4:00pm
Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein was one of the first Industrial Age science fiction novels. But what was the inspiration 
for the Monster in that book? Tonight on Inquiry, we talk with artist and writer LITA JUDGE about her new book 
that explores Mary’s Shelley’s dark and painful life in illustrations and verse. Judge’s new book is titled MARY’S 
MONSTER: LOVE, MADNESS, AND HOW MARY SHELLEY CREATED FRANKENSTEIN. 

Sunday February 25, 2018 – 9:30pm
Tonight on Inquiry we welcome back poet and photographer ALEXIS RHONE FANCHER to talk about her new 
collection ENTER HERE. “L.A. spreads out below me like an autopsy”. Tune in and hear her read several of her 
poems.

Politics & Current Affairs
Sunday, January 14, 2018 - 9:00pm
Tonight on Inquiry we talk with JAMES FORMAN JR., professor of law at Yale Law School. His new book is 
LOCKING UP OUR OWN: CRIME AND PUNISHMENT IN BLACK AMERICA. This books documents black 
responses to crime in their DC neighborhoods and how this led to blatant racial disparities in the justice system. 
Nationally, 1 in 3 young black men have been under criminal justice supervision, but in the nation’s capital the 
figure is closer to 1 in 2! “How did a majority-black jurisdiction end up incarcerating so many of its own?” is the 
question that inspired Professor Forman’s new book. 

Sunday, February 11, 2018 - 10:30pm



This week Al is joined by Linda Nathan founder of the Boston Arts Academy and author of the new book; WHEN 
GRIT ISNT ENOUGH. In it she details how poverty and inequality thwart the college experience for many. Tune in 
this Sunday evening at 10:30 to hear the entire broadcast.

Wednesday, February 21, 2018 - 3:00pm
Tonight on Inquiry we talk with Syrian-born artist MOHAMAD HAFEZ. His stunning installation and assemblage 
work addresses the war in Syria and the plight of the Syrian refugees. Examples of his recent work can be seen at 
the FITCHBURG ART MUSEUM’s exhibition FANTASTICAL; POLITICAL, on view till June 3, 2018

Science and Nature
Sunday, January 14, 2018 – 9:30 pm
Some new species or plants and animals are found in the far flung corners or the planet, but others are discovered 
in the dusty corners of natural history collections of museums. These are often found by dedicated  scientists 
willing to put in hours perusing mounds of dried skins and jars of dead frogs. Tonight we talk with writer and 
scientist CHRISTOPHER KEMP about his wild new book THE LOST SPECIES: GREAT EXPEDITIONS IN THE 
COLLECTIONS OF NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUMS. This book is an amazing tribute to the importance of those 
vast and often underappreciated specimen collections that are found in the natural history museum basements. 

Sunday, January 21, 2018 - 9:00pm
Bumblebees the world over are in trouble with a number of species ranges dramatically shrinking or becoming 
extinct. What is happening? Is it loss of lower species? Disease? Competition? Tonight on Inquiry, we talk to 
someone who has some answers to this alarming situation. Inquiry welcomes back DAVE GOULSON. Professor of 
Biological Sciences at the University of Sussex. His new book is a wonderful memoir of his world travels searching 
for and enjoying bees: BEE QUEST.

Sunday, January 21 2018 – 9:30pm

Tonight on Inquiry we welcome back ANTHONY J. MARTIN. He is a Professor at Emory University. He’s a 
paleontologist, geologist and one of the world’s most accomplished ichologists. Tonight we talk about his book 
DINOSAURS WITHOUT BONES: DINOSAUR LIVES REVEALED BY THEIR TRACE FOSSILS. This is a 
fascinating branch of paleontology that looks at tracks, tail drags, gastroliths, coprolites, and other fossil evidence 
of dinosaur behavior.

Sunday, February 4, 2018 - 9:00pm
Imagine a book that introduces the reader to some of the most difficult concepts of quantum theory and cosmology 
that is also fun to read and funny. Welcome to WE HAVE NO IDEA: A GUIDE TO THE UNKNOWN UNIVERSE. 
Daniel Whiteson, professor of experimental particle physics at the University of California, Irvine teamed up with 
robotocist and comics artist (and tonight’s guest) JORGE CHAM to write an entertaining guide to what we don’t 
know about the universe and why.

Sunday, February 4, 2018 – 9:30pm

They have odd names like pink heelsplitter, snuffbox and rabbit’s foot. We usually never notice them, yet  they are 
some of the most important denizens of our freshwater ponds and rivers. Freshwater mussels provide critical 
“ecosystem services” by helping filter the water. Yet many species are endangered because of our polluting and 
damming of the rivers. Tonight on Inquiry we speak with ABBIE GASCHO LANDIS, writer, veterinarian and 
naturalist about her new book IMMERSION: THE SCIENCE AND MYSTERY OF FRESHWATER MUSSELS.

Sunday February 18, 2018 9:30 pm

Birds are all around us. Cultures around the world have eaten them and used their feathers as decorations, but can 
birds teach us something important?  Tonight on Inquiry we speak with writer JIM ROBBINS about his new book 
THE WONDER OF BIRDS: WHAT THEY TELL US ABOUT OURSELVES, THE WORLD, AND A BETTER 
FUTURE. Tune in and learn about what birds can tell us about the health of our planet and what birds can show us 
about family and endurance.

Sunday February 11, 2018 – 9:30 pm
Tonight, my returning guests are: SCOTT CHIMILESKI, a photographer and a Research Fellow at Harvard Medical 
School and ROBERTO KOLTER, Professor at Harvard Medical School and Co-Director of Harvard;s Microbial 
Sciences Initiative. Tonight we talk about the origins or life and the possibility of life on other planets. Their 
wonderful book is: LIFE AT THE EDGE OF SIGHT: A PHOTOGRAPHIC EXPLORATION OF THE MICROBIAL 



WORLD. An exhibition based on this book, “A Universe At the Edge of Sight” opens at Harvard University on 
February 17.

Friday, March 2, 2018 - 3:00pm
We are facing a very uncertain future because of global climate change. Are we doomed without an extreme effort 
that will cause huge distress to human populations, or will we be able to come up with technological fixes that will 
allow us to continue to grow?  Tonight on Inquiry, we talk with journalist, writer, correspondent CHARLES C. 
MANN about his latest book: THE WIZARD AND THE PROPHET: TWO REMARKABLE SCIENTISTS AND THEIR 
DUELING VISIONS TO SHAPE TOMORROW’S WORLD.

Thursday, March 8, 2018 - 10:00am
Does the future of humanity belong in outer space? What will it take for us to establish a base on Mars or to travel 
to another star system? These are just some of the exciting and intriguing questions answered by tonight’s guest 
on Inquiry. MICHIO KAKU is a Professor of Theoretical Physics at the City University of New York and co-founder 
of string theory. His new book is titled: THE FUTURE OF HUMANITY: TERRAFORMING MARS, 
INTERSTELLAR TRAVEL, AND OUR DESTINY BEYOND EARTH. 

Wednesday, March 7, 2018 - 3:00pm
Tonight on Inquiry we talk with BRUCE M. BEEHLER, ornithologist, conservationist, naturalist, author, and 
lecturer. His new book is NORTH ON THE WING: TRAVELS WITH THE SONGBIRD MIGRATION OF SPRING. 
This book describes Beehler’s trip from  coastal Texas, north deep into Canada, and around the Great Lakes to the 
Adirondacks as he follows the spring migration of warblers.

Sunday, March 4, 2018 - 9:00pm
Wild salmon are a keystone species of the Pacific Northwest. Prized for their flavor, these anadramous fish have 
suffered huge declines in recent decades due to the construction of dams, logging, mining, pollution and loss of 
habitat. Can wild salmon survive all that is being done to them? Tonight on Inquiry we welcome back LANGDON 
COOK to talk about his new book UPSTREAM: SEARCHING FOR WILD SALMON FROM RIVER TO TABLE.

Sunday March 11 – 9:30pm
They have odd names like pink heelsplitter, snuffbox and rabbit’s foot. We usually never notice them, yet they are 
some of the most important denizens of our freshwater ponds and rivers. Freshwater mussels provide critical 
“ecosystem services” by helping filter the water. Yet many species are endangered because of our polluting and 
damming of the rivers. Tonight on Inquiry we speak with ABBIE GASCHO LANDIS, writer, veterinarian and 
naturalist about her new book IMMERSION: THE SCIENCE AND MYSTERY OF FRESHWATER MUSSELS.

Sunday March 25 – 9:30pm
What makes us curious about so many things? What is curiosity, and what do we get out of it? Tonight on Inquiry 
we talk with writer and astrophysicist MARIO LIVIO about what the latest research tells us about what Thomas 
Hobbs called “a lust of the mind”. Livio’s new book is WHY? WHAT MAKES US CURIOUS.

Technology

Sunday, January 14, 2018 - 9:00pm
Tonight on Inquiry we talk with longtime tech-startup entrepreneur BRIAN DEAR about his new book THE 
FRIENDLY ORANGE GLOW: THE UNTOLD STORY OF THE PLATO SYSTEM AND THE DAWN OF 
CYBERCULTURE. What started as a computer based system used to teach certain subjects, soon became a place 
where early computer jocks would spend hours a day creating on-line games, emoticons and the first blog. All this 
in the early 1970s, long before the Internet as we know it.


