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This listing includes some of the significant issues responded to by WICN(FM),
Worcester, Massachusetts along with the most significant treatment of those
issues for the period July 1 to September 30, 2018. This listing is by no means
exhaustive. The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or
significance.

Arts
Sunday, July 22, 2018 – 9:30pm
Tonight on Inquiry we welcome back NICK CAPASSO, Director of the Fitchburg Art Museum. Joining him is artist 
HOWARD JOHNSON. An exhibition of Johnson’s arcane and  complex work , titled PHANTASTROPHIES, is on 
view at the Fitchburg Art Museum through September 30, 2018.

Sunday, August 5, 2018 – 9:00pm
Tonight on Inquiry we welcome back LISA CROSSMAN, curator at the Fitchburg Art Museum. She will be talking 
about the 83rd EXHIBITION OF ART AND CRAFT at the museum. Joining her is CANDICE BANCHERI, the new 
Terrana Curatorial Fellow at the Fitchburg Art Museum. Also in the studio is painter LYNDA SCHLOSBERG. An 
exhibition of her work titled “MULTIVERSE” is also currently on view at the Fitchburg Art Museum. 

Sunday, September 2, 2018 - 9:00pm
Tonight on Inquiry we talk with NICK CAPASO, Museum Director of the FITCHBURG ART MUSEUM and JULIET 
FEIBEL, Executive Director of ARTSWORCESTER about their institutions collaboration.

Sunday, September 2, 2018 – 9:30pm

Our in-studio guests tonight are two of the three artists currently showing in the WORCESTER CENTER FOR 
CRAFTS’ Krikorian Gallery: DON HARTMANN, LUIS FRAIRE, and ROBB SANDAGATA. Their show is called 
GENTLE ENOUGH FOR DAILY USE, and it is on view till September 8.

Business
Sunday, July 15, 2018 – 9:00pm
Inquiry welcomes JOHN CARREYROU, a two-time Pulitzer Prize-winning investigative reporter at the Wall Street 
Journal. His latest book is a damning history of the startup company Theranos and its CEO Elizabeth Holmes, who 
is now under indictment. Carreyrou’s book is: BAD BLOOD: SECRETS AND LIES IN A SILICON VALLEY 
STARTUP. 

 Sunday, August 12, 2018 - 10:30pm
This week Al speaks with Wall Street Journal reporter and author Keach Hagey about her new book; THE KING of 
CONTENT which chronicles the tumultuous life and times of media mogul Sumner Redstone. At 95 years of age 
has the man lived up to the image? Tune in this Sunday evening at 10:30 to find out

Culture – Popular, including Music
Sunday, July 8,2018 – 9:30 pm
Fairfield County in Connecticut  in the 1950s and 1960s was home to an amazing number of newspaper and 
magazine comic artists. This included people like Dik Browne (“Hi and Lois” and “Hagar the Horrible”), Ernie 
Bushmiller (“Nancy”), Chuck Saxon (his work appeared in the New Yorker and other publications) and John 



Cullen Murphy (“Big Ben Bolt” and “Prince Valiant” after Hal Foster retired). Tonight’s guest is CULLEN 
MURPHY, editor at large at Vanity Fair and the son of John Cullen Murphy. His new book is a wonderful memoir 
growing up in the house of a comic artist: CARTOON COUNTY: MY FATHER AND HIS FRIENDS IN THE 
GOLDEN AGE OF MAKE-BELIEVE.

Sunday, July 21, 2018 - 9:00pm
Tonight on Inquiry we welcome writer and film maker ROBERT GORDON. His new book is an annotated 
collection of his past writings about the musical artists of Memphis: MEMPHIS RENT PARTY: THE BLUES, ROCK 
& SOUL IN MUSIC’S HOMETOWN. Memphis has been home to such well-known artists as Lead Belly, Robert 
Johnson, and Jerry Lee Lewis as well as newer talents like Cat Power, Tav Falco and Alex Chilton. Tune in and 
learn about what makes Memphis so unique. 

Sunday, July 8, 2018 – 9:30pm
Tonight on Inquiry we speak with LYNN COMELLA, Associate Professor of Gender and Sexuality Studies at the 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Her new book traces the history, evolution,  and social impact of women run sex-
toy stores: VIBRATOR NATION: HOW FEMINIST SEX-TOY STORES CHANGED THE BUSINESS OF PLEASURE.

Sunday, July 29, 2018 - 9:00pm
Tonight on Inquiry we talk with PHYLLIS FENDER, wife of legendary electric guitar designer, Leo Fender. Her 
new book is a personal memoir with what life was like living with this legend of the guitar: LEO FENDER: THE 
QUIET GIANT HEARD AROUND THE WORLD.

Sunday, August 12, 2018 – 9:30pm
Arthur Fellig became one of the most famous news photographers of the Twentieth Century. He roamed the streets 
of New York at night in the 1930s, taking shots of murders, car wrecks, fires, and life in the tenements. He is better 
known by his nickname “Weegee”. Tonight on Inquiry, we talk with CHRISTOPHER BONANOS, writer and city 
editor for New York Magazine, about his gritty new biography: FLASH: THE MAKING OF WEEGEE THE 
FAMOUS.  

Sunday, August 26, 2018 - 9:00pm
Tonight we welcome legendary comic artist TRINA ROBBINS. She will be talking about her new memoir LAST 
GIRL STANDING. Tune in and listen about her days designing clothes for stars like Cass Elliot and Donovan, and 
her eventual success as one of the first writers and artists of feminist comics.

Sunday, September 9, 2018 - 9:00pm
Tonight on Inquiry we talk with musician and drummer PATTY SCHEMEL. She has played or recorded with bands 
like Doll Squad, Hole. Juliette and the Licks, Pink, Imperial Teen, the Death Valley Girls and many more. Her new 
book is HIT SO HARD: A MEMOIR recounts her long and harrowing addiction to heroin and crack all the while 
playing in those same bands and how she finally found a meaningful life away from addiction.

Sunday, September 9, 2018 – 9:30pm

Joni Mitchell is the iconic singer-songwriter , one of the greatest song writers of all time and the subject of 
tonight’s  Inquiry.  We talk with DAVID YAFFE, critic, writer, and professor of humanities at Syracuse University. 
His new book is a lively and fascinating biography of this musical legend: RECKLESS DAUGHTER: A PORTRAIT 
OF JONI MITCHELL.

Sunday, September 16, 2018 - 9:00pm
Tonight on Inquiry we talk with writer JENN PELLY. Her work has appeared in SPIN, Nylon and the Village Voice. 
Tonight we will be talking about her new book that focuses on the 1979 release of the album THE RAINCOATS by 
the band of the same name. The Raincoats are a band of post punk women that “has etched its place in time 
mystically”. This influential band was lauded by the likes of John Lydon and Kurt Cobain and was an influence and 
inspiration to many of the Riot Grrrrl bands decades later. Tune in and find out why.

Sunday, September 9, 2018 – 9:30pm

“Plastics.” In December of 1967 the film The Graduate was released and immediately many saw this film as a “key 
to understanding the unruly post World War II children”. The film caused quite a stir. Tonight we will learn why 
when we speak with returning guest BEVERLY GRAY, writer, story-editor, and leader of screenwriting workshops. 
Her new book looks at the history, filming and impact of The Graduate: SEDUCED BY MRS. ROBINSON: HOW 
THE GRADUATE BECAME THE TOUCHSTONE OF A GENERATION.

Sunday, September 23, 2018 - 9:00pm



Tonight on Inquiry we speak with JAMES BOYLE, the Williams Neal Reynolds Professor of Law at Duke Law 
School. With Jennifer Jenkins and Keith Aoki he has written a very unique and fun treatise on the history of music 
and copyright laws. It’s a wild and wonderful book length comic! Tune in and learn about the evolution of the 
control of music as we discuss THEFT: A HISTORY OF MUSIC.

Sunday, September 23, 2018 – 9:30pm

“When we think about serial killers, we usually think about men”. But there have been a number of female killers 
and they are the subject of tonight’s guest on Inquiry. TORI TELFER is a freelance writer and editor and her new 
book is LADY KILLERS: DEADLY WOMEN THROUGHOUT HISTORY.

Sunday, September 30, 2018 - 9:00pm
Hoist the Jolly Roger, mates! Inquiry welcomes back author and historian ERIC JAY DOLIN to talk about his new 
book BLACK FLAGS, BLUE WATERS: THE EPIC HISTORY OF AMERICA’S MOST NOTORIOUS PIRATES.

Sunday, September 30, 2018 – 9:30pm

NANCY, the newspaper comic strip drawn and written by Ernie Bushmiller, was a deceptively simple gag cartoon. 
You read it, got the joke in a heartbeat, and moved on. But it took a lot of work to create that perfect visual gag. 
Tonight we talk with PAUL KARASIK and MARK NEWGARDEN, both award-winning cartoonists who have 
lectured and taught comics internationally. Their new book analyzes a single three panel Nancy strip from forty-
four perspectives to reveal the essentials of what makes a successful comic. Their book is HOW TO READ NANCY: 
THE ELEMENTS OF COMICS IN THREE EASY PANELS.

Community
Sunday, August 12, 2018 – 9:00pm

Tonight on Inquiry, we welcome MARTHA GACH, Conservation Coordinator  for BROAD MEADOW BROOK 
WILDLIFE SANCTUARY AND CONSERVATION CENTER. She will be talking about upcoming happenings at the 
sanctuary, how the Bald Eagles are doing in the city and the importance of helping out our native pollinators.

Sunday, July 29, 2018 - 10:30pm
This week Al speaks with Sarah Shugrue Program Director for the Greater Worcester Community Foundation 
about it's teaming up with the Worcester County Food Bank to distribute some $74,000.00 to fight hunger here in 
Central MASS. The generous donations and the collaborative  efforts have made a difference in efforts to fight 
hunger.

Sunday, September 9, 2018 - 10:30pm
Former Worcester police chief Gary Gemme spent more than thirty years in law enforcement. Upon retirement he 
considered sitting back and relaxing but that just wasn't in the cards. Instead the former chief starting writing and 
recently published his first novel, Margarets Dove. Tune in this Sunday evening at 10:30 when Al is joined by Gary 
Gemme  who talks about his inspiration and determination to write the book.

Sunday, September 9, 2018 - 10:00pm
In an encore of "The Business Beat," Steve Jones-D'Agostino interviews Carolyn Read, executive director 
of Habitat for Humanity - North Central Massachusetts. They talk about truly safe and affordable housing for all 
people. This episode aired originally on July 15, 2018.
Habitat for Humanity is a global, non-profit housing organization working in local communities across all 50 
states in the U.S., as well as in some 70 countries. Habitat’s vision is of a world where everyone has a decent place 
to live. 
Habitat works toward realizing that vision by building strength, stability and self-reliance in partnership with 
families who are in need of decent and affordable housing. Habitat homeowners help build their own homes 
alongside volunteers, and pay an affordable mortgage.

Sunday, September 16, 2018 - 10:00pm

http://ncmhabitat.org/
https://www.habitat.org/


In an encore of "The Business Beat," Steve Jones-D'Agostino interviews Winnie Octave, co-founder and co-chair, 
and Deb Bolz, co-chair, of Worcester's Green Hill Neighborhood Association. This episode aired originally on July 
21, 2018.
Since 2013, members of the Green Hill Neighborhood Association - particularly through members Winnie Octave 
and Deb Bolz – have been pressing -and working - with neighbors and city and state officials. Their mission: to 
arrest neighborhood decline - and to create a more sustaining environment for families and children.

Environment
Sunday, July 29, 2018 – 9:00pm
Inquiry welcomes back WAYNE R. PETERSEN, Director of the Massachusetts Important Bird Area (IBA) program 
at Mass Audubon. Tonight he will be talking about the global IBA program and Stellwagen Bank, an aquatic  IBA 
right here in Massachusetts that is Important to whales, seabirds, and fishermen.

Sunday, August 12, 2018 - 9:00pm
Tonight, Inquiry welcomes photographer DALE MONETTE. Monette spends much of his time patiently 
photographing the wildlife and landscapes of Quabbin Reservoir throughout the year. A new book that collects 
some of his work is titled SECRET LIVES OF THE QUABBIN WATERSHED.

Health
Sunday, July 1, 2018 - 10:30pm
This week Al is joined by Joe Carella, Ex. Director of the nonprofit Scandinavian Living Center in Newton,MASS. 
This community-centered assisted living facility is challenging the way seniors are cared for as they age. Tune in 
this Sunday evening at 10:30 for a most compelling conversation.

Sunday, July 22, 2018 - 10:30pm
This week Al is joined by author and journalist Eileen McNamara about her new book, EUNICE The Kennedy who 
Changed the world. McNamara talks about Eunice Kennedy Shriver's  determined efforts to launch and promote 
the SPECIAL OLYMPICS a program that today reaches young ,challenged youths around the globe. Tune in this 
Sunday evening at 10:30.

Sunday, August 19, 2018 - 10:30pm
This week Al is joined by Marc Hymovitz, Director of Government Relations for the MASS chapter of the American 
Cancer Society Cancer Action Network. A new study has found that MASS is a leader in the nation when it comes 
to implementing policies and passing legislation to prevent and reduce suffering and death from various forms of 
cancer. Tune in this Sunday evening at 10:30 to hear how this is being accomplished.

Sunday, August 19, 2018 - 9:00pm
Why, as a culture, are we so squeamish about death? Death is big business here in America, but increasing 
numbers of people are looking for alternatives to the usual embalming chemicals and an expensive casket. 
Tonight’s guest is mortician CAITLIN DOUGHTY. She is the host and creator of Ask A Mortician and author of the 
book we will be discussing tonight: FROM HERE TO ETERNITY: TRAVELING THE WORLD TO FIND THE GOOD 
DEATH.

Sunday, September 23, 2018 - 10:00pm
In an encore of The Business Beat, Steve Jones-D'Agostino interviews Sally Sampson, founder and president 
of ChopChopKids. They talk about inspiring and teaching children and families to cook real food together. This 
episode aired originally on August 12, 2018.
ChopChopKids is an innovative non-profit organization that believe that cooking and eating together as a family 
is a vital step in resolving the obesity and hunger epidemics. The ChopChopKids philosophy has three elements:

http://sites.google.com/view/green-hill-neighborhood/home
http://www.chopchopmag.org/
http://www.chopchopmag.org/
http://www.chopchopmag.org/
http://www.chopchopmag.org/
http://www.chopchopmag.org/
http://www.chopchopmag.org/
http://www.chopchopmag.org/
http://www.chopchopmag.org/
http://www.chopchopmag.org/
http://www.chopchopmag.org/
http://www.chopchopmag.org/
http://www.chopchopmag.org/


• We believe in the simple values of cooking together as family and sharing healthy, delicious meals.

• We don’t do calorie counts or post nutrition content, but everything in our publication is reviewed and approved 
by our medical and nutrition advisors.

• We don’t demonize any individual foods.

Sunday, September 30, 2018 - 10:00pm
In an all-new “The Business Beat,” Steve Jones-D’Agostino interviews Johanna Lolax, a master of public health 
candidate at George Washington University. They talk about Worcester’s Quinsigamond Village cancer cluster.

“Worcester County Gets an “F” for Air Pollution” stated a bold headline of a 2012 GoLocalWorcester article by 
Ashley Klann, who wrote about the risks of air pollution to people who are living with asthma and other breathing 
problems.That article was posted one year – nearly to the day – after the ashes of my guest’s late husband, Paul 
Lolax, who had childhood asthma and chronic pneumonia as a boy in Worcester, were interred. Paul died in June 
2011, at 63, from head and neck cancer that metastasized to his sinuses and brain stem, after nearly two frantic 
years of dental exams, chemotherapy and radiation treatments, surgery, and home-hospice care. Medical experts 
at Boston’s Mass. Eye and Ear Infirmary told Paul’s family that his lifetime of smoking and drinking were likely a 
direct cause of his illness.

History
Sunday, July 29, 2018 – 9:00pm
“Fishing is as old as humanity” writes tonight’s guest on Inquiry BRIAN FAGAN (part 1). He is an archaeological 
writer and emeritus professor at the University of California, Santa Barbera. His new book is a fascinating survey 
of how human cultures have caught and used fish and shellfish, from prehistory to the present day and around the 
world:. FISHING: HOW THE SEA FED CIVILIZATION. Tune in and learn how the pyramids of Egypt were made 
possible because of fishing.

Sunday, August 5, 2018 – 9:30pm
Tonight on Inquiry we continue our conversation with BRIAN FAGAN, (part 2) emeritus professor at the 
University of California, Santa Barbera, about his monumental history: FISHING: HOW THE SEA FED 
CIVILIZATION. Tonight we talk about “The Fish Event Horizon” in which a growing human population coupled 
with advances in net designs and ship design and fuel are leading to an alarming depletion of fish stocks 
worldwide.

Sunday, August 12, 2018 – 9:30pm
Tonight on Inquiry we continue our conversation (part 3) with BRIAN FAGAN, emeritus professor at the 
University of California, Santa Barbara about his book FISHING: HOW THE SEA FED CIVILIZATION. Tonight we 
talk about the ancient fishermen and navigators that worked the waters between the Red Sea and India!

Sunday, August 12, 2018 - 9:30pm
The royal courts of  Renaissance Europe (and later) were filthy places. Food was often spoiled, sanitation was 
primitive, and even a woman’s make-up was toxic. There was also a decent chance that you would be purposely 
poisoned by a professional. So how could you tell if the royal mistress died of “natural causes” or was the victim of 
court intrigue? Tonight on Inquiry we welcome writer, historian, and television host ELEANOR HERMAN will 
offer some clues. She will be discussing her new book THE ROYAL ART OF POISON: FILTHY PALACES, FATAL 
COSMETICS, DEADLY MEDICINE, AND MURDER MOST FOUL. 

Sunday, August 26, 2018 - 10:30pm
This week Al is joined by crime historian and author Peter Vronsky as he talks about his new book, SONS of CAIN 
a definitive look at serial killers throughout history. Vronsky defines the personality traits that so called serial 
killers possess. Tune in this Sunday evening at 10:30.

Sunday, September 2, 2018 - 10:30pm
This week on "The Public Eye" Al speaks with presidential biographer and historian Harlow Giles Unger about his 
new book; Dr. Benjamin Rush who was not only a founding father but a medical doctor and humanitarian who 
tried to ease the suffering and pain of so many during and after the Revolutionary War. Tune in this Sunday 
evening at 10:30 for what promises to be a most insightful discussion.

http://www.golocalworcester.com/news/regions-air-pollution


Sunday, September 30, 2018 - 10:30pm
This week on "The Public Eye" Al is joined by Melinda Maynor Lowery, professor of history at the University of 
North Carolina and author of the new book; The Lumbee Indians. Lowery talks about her life as a Lumbee and the 
struggles her people have endured as native Americans while longing to be recognized as part of this countries 
culture and history. Tune in this Sunday evening at 10:30PM.

Humanities
Sunday, July 15, 2018 - 9:00pm
How are museums useful to the public and the nation? We will be tackling this big topic tonight when we talk with 
STEVEN LUBAR. He is a former museum curator and director and is Professor of American Studies at Brown 
University. His new book is an overview of how museums of all kinds collect, preserve and display: INSIDE THE 
LOST MUSEUM: CURATING THE PAST AND PRESENT. If you have ever gone to an art, natural history, 
technological or cultural museum or work in one, be sure to tune in!

Politics and Current Affairs
Sunday, July 8, 2018 - 10:30pm
In his new book "THE BRINK" author and journalist Marc Ambinder reminds us that nuclear war is still a looming 
threat globally. Tune in this Sunday evening at 10:30 when Al speaks with Ambinger about his book and the 
current tensions that plague the globe.

Sunday, August 5, 2018 - 10:30pm
This week Al speaks with best selling author and noted sociologist James Loewen who has dedicated much of his 
writing toward uncovering the racial divide that he believes still haunts this country today. Tune in this Sunday 
evening at 10:30  when Loewen talks about such best sellers as "Lies My Teacher Told Me" and "Sundown Towns".

Sunday, September 16, 2018 - 10:30pm
Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos is crafting new rules to deal with sexual assault on college campuses. Things 
such as due process are the center piece of this recent overhaul. Tune in this Sunday evening at 10:30 when Al is 
joined by Inez Stepman, Senior Policy Analyst with the Independent Women's Forum. Hear what they have to say 
about these proposed changes and how it will affect campuses across the country.

Sunday, September 23, 2018 - 10:30pm
This week on "The Public Eye" Al speaks with author, educator and feminist Phyllis Chesler. Her new book, A 
Politically Incorrect Feminist chronicles the feminist movement of the years and what gains women have made 
through the efforts of so many. Tune in this Sunday evening at 10:30.

Science & Nature

Sunday, July 1, 2018 - 9:00pm
In 2015 NOAH STRYCKER, associate editor of Birding magazine, decided to spend the entire year trying to break 
the record for the most species of birds seen worldwide in a year. The previous record was 4300 species. Of course 
it took a lot of planning and flying around the world to get to some very unique destinations. Did he break the 
record? Tune in tonight when we talk about Strycker’s memoir of one crazy year of birding: BIRDING WITHOUT 
BORDERS: AN OBSESSION, A QUEST, AND THE BIGGEST YEAR IN THE WORLD.

Sunday, July 15, 2018 – 9:30pm
How does chance and random events affect the course of evolution? Some scientists believe that if we could travel 
back in time and run the evolution of life again, the results would be dramatically different. Perhaps even humans 



wouldn’t exist. Other scientists believe that evolution is determined, so if you were to “run” evolution again, given 
the same environments, the overall results would be the same. Who is right? Tonight on Inquiry we talk with 
JONATHAN B. LOSOS, biology professor and director of the Losos Laboratory at Harvard University. We will be 
talking about his new book, which provides some answers: IMPROBABLE DESTINIES: FATE, CHANCE, AND 
THE FUTURE OF EVOLUTION

Technology

Sunday, July 8, 2018 - 9:00pm
Tonight on Inquiry we speak with THOMAS S. MULLANEY, Associate Professor of History at Stanford University. 
His new book is a fascinating history of technology, language, and invention: THE CHINESE TYPEWRITER: A 
HISTORY.

Sunday, July 22, 2018 – 9:00pm
Our special guest tonight on Inquiry is legendary musician and technologist Professor THOMAS DOLBY. He is a 
professor of music and film at Johns Hopkins University and is author of THE SPEED OF SOUND: BREAKING 
THE BARRIERS BETWEEN MUSIC AND TECHNOLOGY. He will be appearing at the TCAN Center for the Arts in 
Natick August 4 for an “Evening of Music and Storytelling.”


