
  

1st Quarter 2022 

WQRC (7 a.m.) / WOCN (8 a.m.) / WFCC (6 a.m.) / WKPE (5 a.m.) 

Segment times 17:30 unless otherwise indicated. 

 

January 2 - Sunday Journal Program 

Program Title: Open Cape 

 

Program description: OpenCape is advocating for improving internet accessibility on the Cape 

& Islands. Barnstable County is deciding on how to best use over $40 million in COVID-19 

recovery money and Open Cape Steven Johnston is asking residents to consider the importance 

of expanding internet infrastructure in our region. OpenCape, a Barnstable-based nonprofit 

technology company who also sells internet services, has owned and operated a network of fiber 

optic cables since 2012. In a recent interview with CapeCod.com NewsCenter, Johnston spoke 

on why he is trying to expand internet services in Massachusetts. “The goal is here to broaden 

the reach, broaden the flow of dollars to multiple regions across the Commonwealth so people 

can have a choice,” Johnston said. Johnston said that of the recent $4 billion Covid relief bill 

signed by Governor Baker, $50 million will go toward broadband expansion and only a quarter 

of that amount will go toward expanding connectivity in the Commonwealth. 

Johnston said that OpenCape’s network is state-of-the-art, but more funds would be needed to 

connect more people. 

 

Program Title: Cape Cod Healthcare Partnership 

 

Program Description: A new partnership between Cape Cod Healthcare and Beth Israel Lahey 

Health was announced Tuesday, as the two organizations will look to expand medical access 

across the region. President and CEO of Cape Cod Healthcare Michael Lauf said the planned 

affiliation, which is still subject to approval from regulators, aims to allow the local provider to 

offer greater and more accessible community care, recruit more effectively, and more. As part of 

the venture, Beth Israel Lahey would become Cape Cod Healthcare’s official preferred provider 

for care off-Cape. Joint clinical programs will also be developed as Cape Cod Healthcare would 

be able to leverage resources at both Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center in Boston as well as 

Lahey Hospital and Medical Center in Burlington. In addition, officials from both organizations 

said that Lahey Hospital would work in collaboration with Cape Cod Hospital on services related 

to things such as cardiac surgeries. 

 

 



  

Program Title: Cape Cod Community College Dental Care 

Program Description:  The Wilkens Family Dental Hygiene Clinic at Cape Cod Community 

College will provide free examinations and cleanings for children ages 3 to 17, with 

appointments available during February vacation week. The dental care at the clinic will be 

provided by the college’s Dental Hygiene program students, under the supervision of licensed 

dental hygienists and dentists. Officials with the college said that children who are scheduled for 

exams during the vacation week will be provided with an exam, cleaning , fluoride treatment and 

toothbrush instruction at no cost to the family. A parent or legal guardian must be present for the 

appointment. Appointments can be made for February 16 and February 18 by calling the 

Wilkens Family Dental Hygiene Clinic at 774 330-4371. A limited number of open slots are also 

available. 

 

 

January 9 - Sunday Journal Program 

Program Title: Cape Cod Water Quality 

 

Program Description: The Cape Cod region has a long way to go on water quality, according to 

the latest annual report from the Association to Preserve Cape Cod analyzing data collected from 

ponds, lakes and estuaries across the area. Executive Director Andrew Gottlieb said that one 

third of the Cape’s lakes and ponds have poor water quality at any given point throughout the 

year. On the estuary front, the region’s western and southern coastline—from Falmouth to 

Chatham—is seeing  the worst of the issue, with 87% of the 47 estuaries having portions that 

failed to meet state water quality standards this year. Only 6 were deemed acceptable, all on the 

north side of the Cape. “Both our freshwater ponds and lakes and estuaries are impacted in 

somewhat different ways but by the same fundamental factor which is over-enrichment through 

excess nutrients entering our surface waters. Mostly through groundwater, mostly through 

inadequately treated human wastewater,” said Gottlieb. He added that public drinking water 

supplies continue to be excellent, with towns Cape-wide having ensured water source quality 

over the years, save for some outlying incidents that lead to boil orders.  

 

Program Title: Cape Cod’s Opioid Crisis 

Program Description:  The AIDS Support Group of Cape Cod has received roughly $5,000 in 

grant funding from RIZE Massachusetts to aid in the fight against the opioid epidemic. 

The RIZE Massachusetts Foundation aims to end the overdose crisis statewide. President and 

CEO of RIZE Massachusetts Julie Burns said they work to distribute grants, commission 



  

research, and develop action and advocacy. The AIDS Support Group of Cape Cod was one of 

the recipients of about $75,000 in total during this round of funding, which Burns said was 

initiated to invest in harm reduction. “If you think about it this way: folks who are delivering 

harm-reduction interventions are closest to the problem,” Burns explained, “and often people 

who are closest to the problem are closest to the solution.” Burns said the AIDS Support Group 

will be utilizing the money for syringes, pipes, and fentanyl test stripes to be used during their 

outreach. AIDS work and opioid epidemic work are connected; Burns said that the AIDS 

Support Group of Cape Cod has experience in working with intravenous drug use, and can 

identify people in need of medical attention and direct them towards proper care. 

 

Program Title: Winter Safety 

 

Program Description: With cold temperatures expected through Tuesday night, safety officials 

are urging residents to plan ahead. In response to the expected cold temperatures, Boston 

announced that its public schools would not be open on Tuesday, reported the Associated Press. 

Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency spokesman Chris Besse said people can stay 

safe by minimizing their exposure to the cold. “Try to cover up all the exposed skin, because we 

know that some of the risks in this kind of weather are frostbite and hypothermia,” said Besse. If 

residents feel numb or notice their skin becoming paler, he urged them to seek warmth inside as 

soon as possible. Besse said getting and keeping warm should keep away discomfort, but If pain 

or discoloration of the skin continues even after warming up, residents should then seek medical 

attention. Besse added that residents can reduce the chance of other cold-related problems such 

as freezing pipes by letting faucets drip until temperatures warm up again, among other steps.  

 

 

January 16 – Sunday Journal Program 

Program Title: JFK Hyannis Museum Programming 

 

Program Description: The John F. Kennedy Hyannis Museum has launched the “Coffee @ The 

Kennedy Museum” winter speaker series that will run 11 am on Wednesdays. Executive Director 

of the museum Wendy Northcross said the series will dive into several topics such as art and 

history, with its inaugural speaker artist Vanessa Hoheb discussing the restoration of the Statue 

of Liberty. 

 

 

 



  

Program Title: Cape Cod Business Recovery 

Program Description: As the COVID-19 pandemic drags on, so do financial challenges on 

local economies. Small business advocacy group Love Live Local recently released a report on 

what obstacles Cape businesses still face as the virus continues to take its toll. CEO Amanda 

Converse highlighted the growing trend of larger and larger companies controlling more and 

more of industries as one such looming challenge, and how local governments can help keep the 

playing field level. 

 

Program Title: Cape Playhouse New Artistic Director 

 

Program Description - The Cape Playhouse has welcomed Tony Award-winning producer 

David Elliott as its new artistic director. Elliott said he is bringing his multi-faceted skill set of 

directing, producing, and general managing to the historic theater, which is owned and operated 

by the Cape Cod Center for the Arts. With over three decades of experience, Elliott has worked 

on almost 75 productions with shows featured on Broadway, Off-Broadway, and in London’s 

West End. Elliott started his career directing plays in the 90s but later teamed with his business 

partner, Martin Platt, to form Perry Street Theatricals, a New York City-based production and 

general management company. Elliott said that general management for plays involves 

organizing a production and business matters such as handling contracts, payroll, and insurance. 

In 2013, Elliott won a Tony Award for serving as a co-producer on the acclaimed “Vanya and 

Sonia and Masha and Spike.” 

 

 

January 23 – Sunday Journal Program 

 

Program Title: Veterans Groups Hires New Leader 

 

Program Description:  The new Executive Director of the Cape and Islands Veterans Outreach 

Center wants to address housing issues and provide resources for Cape Cod veterans. 

In a recent interview with CapeCod.com NewsCenter, Jim Seymour discussed his goals of 

finding resources for food insecurity and assessing needs for mental health services. 

“Our veterans that we’re serving, we’re seeing are older, and they’re running out of their 

retirement sources because they’re living longer. But there’s also the other piece of young folks 

that have signed up after high school, gone into serve in the military, whether it’s eight years, ten 

years, twenty years, then they can’t come back to the Cape because it’s unaffordable for them,” 

Seymour said. He’s hoping the group can partner with organizations like the Yarmouth Housing 

Summit to address the issues. 

 



  

Program Title: Orleans Affordable Housing 

 

Program Description:  The Town of Orleans is looking to focus on affordable housing with its 

virtual Housing 101 Workshop set for Tuesday. Beginning at 4:30 pm on February 1, the public 

will be able to join through Zoom with Town of Orleans housing officials, including Affordable 

Housing Coordinator Marsha Allgeier. “It is really just to introduce the issues of affordable 

housing on the Cape and in Orleans specifically, and the progress that we’ve been making to 

address the need, and hopefully future actions that we can take,” said Allgeier. The first part of 

the workshop will be a presentation from Cape Community Development Partnerships Director 

of Housing Advocacy Andrea Aldana who will give a broader picture of housing challenges and 

regional issues.  

 

Program Title: Cape Cod Blood Drives 

 

Program Description: Cape Cod Healthcare will be hosting several blood drives throughout 

February. All types of blood are currently being accepted in order to maintain a sufficient supply 

across Cape Cod Healthcare’s system, especially amid the coronavirus pandemic. However, A 

Negative blood and O Negative blood–the latter known as the universal donors–are especially 

needed at this time. The next drive will be held from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Wednesday, February 

2, at Cape Cod Hospital in Hyannis. Appointments are required for all blood drives. More drives 

will be held across the region during the coming weeks. In the meantime, residents can also 

make appointments to give blood at the Nicholas G. Xiarhos Blood Donor Center at Cape Cod 

Hospital from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on weekdays. Additionally, the annual Nicholas G. Xiarhos Blood 

Drive will be held at the Cape Cod and Islands Association of Realtors in West Yarmouth from 

February 11 to 13. 

 

 

January 30 - Sunday Journal 

 

Program Title: Jack Carey For D.A. 

 

Program Description: Attorney and Sandwich resident John “Jack” Carey this week announced 

his intention to seek the Cape and Islands District Attorney seat as a Republican and recently 

outlined issues on which he would focus. The announcement comes after current District 

Attorney Michael O’Keefe said that he will not seek a sixth term. In addition to his experience as 

a criminal defense and civil litigation lawyer, Carey has over 30 years of experience as a 

commissioned officer in the U.S. Navy, retiring with the rank of captain. He said that he will 

bring both his civilian and military leadership experiences to bear in his potential role as district 

attorney.  



  

Program Title: DA Michael O’Keefe Not Running 

Program Description: District Attorney Michael O’Keefe issued the following statement today: 

“It has been the honor of my professional life to have been elected five times by the voters of the 

Cape & Islands and to have led an office of professional and dedicated prosecutors. After much 

reflection I have decided not to seek a sixth term as District Attorney. I must say that neither 

myself nor the assistant district attorneys who work in this office could be effective at this job 

without the excellent support staff, victim witness assistants and police agencies who serve all of 

us every day. In the time remaining in this term we will continue to serve the people of Cape Cod 

and the Islands. To the voters I say a heartfelt thank you for placing your trust in me over these 

many years.” 

 

Program Title: Democrat Rob Galibois Running For DA 

 

Program Description: The Democratic running for the upcoming open Cape & Islands District 

Attorney seat said one of his first acts if elected would be to create a full-time position of a 

Community Engagement officer. Rob Galibois said the job would consist of engaging with 

communities across the Cape then reporting back to the DA to help keep the office informed. 

“Community outreach is more than dispatching a staff person or prosecutor to a citizen’s police 

academy or to a school district meeting. It’s getting out there and volunteering inside of your 

community and getting to know the people,” Galibois said. 

 

 

February 6 – Sunday Journal Program 

 

Program Title: Cape Cod Bikeways 

 

Program Description: Biking advocates believe that projects to connect multi-use paths on 

Cape Cod will bring several benefits to the region, including alleviating some of the traffic 

congestion during the busy summer months. Sandwich Bikeway and Pedestrian Committee 

Chairman Sean Polay said that Vision 88, a regional project to build a continuous, off-road path 

from Woods Hole to Provincetown, would be a way for cyclists and others to traverse all of Cape 

Cod, which could lead to fewer cars on the roads. Polay said other possible benefits from 

expanding bike infrastructure include an economic boost from bicycle tourism, environmental 

benefits from fewer cars in use, and increased property values. The potential Cape-wide trail 

would use many existing paths such as the Shining Sea Bikeway in Falmouth and the Rail Trail 

that runs from Yarmouth to Wellfleet, while also incorporating the soon-to-be-built path in 

Sandwich, and efforts in Bourne to connect the Shining Sea Bikeway to the Cape Cod Canal. 



  

In addition to Vision 88, Polay said there are also plans along the South Coast to connect trails 

from Rhode Island to Wareham. “You can envision when the bridges get replaced over the canal, 

and those bridges are supposed to include a separated bike lane, multi-use facility over each 

bridge, how the connectivity extends beyond Cape Cod and can get folks all the way from 

Provincetown to Rhode Island,” he said. Polay said not many people may bike to Cape Cod from 

far-off distances, but he said there would still be a benefit to the roadways even if visitors drive 

down to the Cape, park in one town, and then utilized the interconnected trails from there. 

 

Program Title: PFAS in Cape Cod Water 

 

Program Description:  In an effort to learn more about the lingering health risks of being 

exposed to PFAS, researchers are recruiting volunteers who lived in Hyannis when the village 

detected higher levels of the chemical. The Massachusetts PFAS and Your Health Study—one of 

seven projects funded by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the Agency 

for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR)—is being led locally by Silent Spring 

Institute Senior Scientist Dr. Laurel Schaider. “Despite the growing number of towns across the 

country dealing with these contaminants, there’s been very little research on the human health 

impacts in communities that have been exposed,” said Schaider.  “By joining this study, Hyannis 

residents can help us advance science on the impacts of PFAS on human health and inform 

drinking water guidelines to better protect communities from these harmful chemicals.” 

 

 

February 13 – Sunday Journal Program 

 

Program Title: Cape Cod Housing Prices 

 

Program Description: With real estate prices continuing to soar across the Cape Cod and 

Islands region, the Housing Assistance Corporation is highlighting three affordable housing units 

up for acquisition through its lottery program. The three Cape-style homes in Falmouth Heights 

are deed-restricted to remain affordable in perpetuity, according to the Director of Real Estate 

with HAC, Gael Kelleher. At $270,000, the homes are going for much less than the latest 

reported median price of $570,000 by the Cape Cod and Islands Association of Realtors. 

“They’re going to be individual homes on individual lots. The neighborhood has other properties 

in it because this is a chapter 40b, so 25 percent of the housing will be considered affordable as 

part of the permitting process,” said Kelleher. “The market rate units that are in there are 

$900,000 and over a million. So it’s quite an opportunity to be living in a very beautiful 

neighborhood in a brand new house, and I hope we can get a lot of people to apply.” 

As housing inventory continues to dry up on Cape Cod with an influx of new home buyers, 

Kelleher said that many industries have already begun to feel side effects of little affordable 



  

housing. “You tend not to go out to dinner. You’re just more careful about entertainment things. 

You go out to dinner and it’s 60 to 70 dollars at an inexpensive restaurant and when you’re that 

tight on the rent, you can’t. It affects so many things: waiting times, appointments at the doctor’s 

office, traffic,” said Kelleher. 

 

Program Title: Yarmouth Police Chief Retires 

 

Program Description: Yarmouth Chief of Police Frank Frederickson will be retiring in late 

October, but says there is still a lot for him and the department to accomplish before his 

departure and that he has no intention of slowing down. After 43 years of serving, he now must 

retire according to state requirements only be subverted with special legislation. “It’s been a long 

time. I love my job. I’m excited about coming to work every day despite the tremendous 

challenges that law enforcement has been under, but I just have to retire and I’ll miss my 

position,” said Frederickson. “But we have such great people that will fill in behind me. We have 

a deep bench, as they say. It will be wonderful to watch these great young men and women 

continue working in the profession.” Projects that Frederickson still faces in his last months in 

the position include the $3 million upgrade to the station’s HVAC system, as well as the 

implementation of body cameras for officers. The station is also in the process of onboarding 

several new officers and other staff. He added that he is also involved in several training 

programs for officers, as well as continues to work with the state’s Joint Labor Management 

Committee to assist in labor relations for police and fire departments. “And trying to make 

people feel better in their own homes in the community, that’s a constant that we always like to 

do—I like to do. We’ve been successful at it as a team.” 

 

Program Title: White Shark Conservancy 

 

Program Description: As the 2022 white shark sighting season approaches, the Atlantic White 

Shark Conservancy is accepting reservations for its private white shark charters for the summer 

season. The charters operate twice a day on a weather permitting basis from July 6 through 

October 16, with Conservancy naturalists guiding passengers to an up-close look at the white 

sharks. During the two and a haff to three-hour excursion passengers will also have the option to 

participate in “citizen science” by aiding Conservancy workers in tasks such as adding shark 

sightings to the Sharktivity app and using a hydrophone to determine if a shark has been tagged. 

“Our private white shark charters provide a once-in-a-lifetime maritime and educational 

adventure to witness these magnificent apex predators in their natural habitat,” said Cynthia 

Wigren, CEO and co-founder of the Atlantic White Shark Conservancy. “The charters tend to 

book up far in advance, so it is highly recommended that reservations be made as soon as 

possible to ensure best selection of preferred dates and times,” she said. Additionally, the 

Conservancy will also collaborate with Chatham Bars Inn Resort and Spa to offer one-hour 



  

receiver tours throughout the summer, with cruises embarking from Chatham Harbor to areas 

with grey seals where passengers will be able to bring up a shark receiver and look at data to see 

if a shark has recently been in the area. 

 

February 20  – Sunday Journal Program 

Program Title: Travel Trends 

 

Program Description:   AAA is reporting that bookings for cruise vacations are rebounding 

among Americans, with 2022 bookings approaching pre-pandemic levels. According to poll data 

collected by AAA, forty-one percent of Americans polled say they are considering a cruise in the 

future, with 52% of millennials expressing openness to return to the seas. Of those who say they 

are ready, 41% of them cited a better understanding of COVID-19 and the risks associated with 

it in their reasoning. Additionally, 43% of those who plan to take a cruise in the future said they 

are satisfied with the cruise industry’s response to the pandemic. “The cruise industry has done 

an excellent job of prioritizing the health and safety of its guests while still creating a memorable 

onboard experience that makes cruising so special,” said Director of Public and Government 

Affairs for AAA Northeast Mary Maguire. “This includes every major cruise line continuing to 

exceed CDC guidance, even though it is now voluntary. As things continue to improve, travelers 

are eager to return to the high seas to unplug and relax with those they love most.” 

 

Program Title: Future Planning For Barnstable 

 

Program Description: As the Town of Barnstable updates its Local Comprehensive Plan, 

officials are seeking applicants for a committee that will help guide community planning efforts 

and perform public outreach. Barnstable is seeking 9 to 17 members to make up the Local 

Comprehensive Planning Committee and the town’s Director of Planning & Development 

Elizabeth Jenkins said public engagement will be an integral part of the job. An LCP helps 

establish a vision for a town’s future and how a community will address important topics. 

Jenkins said Barnstable’s LCP will cover matters such as housing, economic development, water 

resources, and land use. “The local comprehensive plan is in a way an umbrella plan that takes 

all these other efforts into consideration to help guide us and give us that direction. Where does 

our community want to see Barnstable in 10 or 20 years?” Jenkins said. Town officials outlined 

the importance of public engagement in the upcoming process. “This plan is really the 

community’s plan, and this is an opportunity for everyone to voice your opinion and voice what 

matters to you. Whether you are a member of the committee or a member of the public in 

general,” Assistant Director of Planning & Development Kate Maldonado said. 

Jenkin said climate change would also be considered in the planning efforts. 



  

March 6 – Sunday Journal Program 

 

Program Title: Brewster Historical Society 

 

Program Description:  With the worst of the coronavirus pandemic likely over according to 

health experts, the Brewster Historical Society is working to preserve artifacts and anecdotes of 

the worldwide health crisis from which future generations can learn. Executive Director Tamsen 

Martin-Cornell said that through their online COVID-19 Collection blog, community members 

will also be able to see how one another has coped with the pandemic—and provide a reminder 

that no resident is alone. “We wanted to try to collect stories, photographs, images from people, 

poetry, you name it. Any way that people wanted to communicate their feelings on how they 

were experiencing the COVID-19 pandemic in their own way—in their own words,” said 

Martin-Cornell. She added that the event will likely take submissions for about a year, creating a 

“time capsule” that can be viewed online as well as brought back at a later time as COVID cases 

continue to decline and health experts and lawmakers continue efforts to return to normalcy. 

“And maybe we’ll sit back and wait maybe five or 10 years and decide to do an exhibit just to 

take people back down memory lane, because hopefully by that time we’ll be well past the 

pandemic and not have any recurrence.” Some of the submissions to the collection so far include 

photographs of the empty streets of Route 6A during the height of the pandemic, as well as signs 

promoting kindness and positivity. 

 

Program Title: Cape Cod National Seashore 

 

Program Description:  After a season of strong storms that battered the region, the Cape Cod 

National Seashore outlined some of the ways that it is handling erosion at its beaches among 

other preparations ahead of the summer season. Superintendent Brian Carlstrom said that Nauset 

Bath House complex is on track to be completed for the summer season, though Nauset parking 

will see some impact by erosion which has been seen at a number of locations at the Seashore.  

It is also neither the first or last time erosion has taken its toll on the beach areas, said Carlstrom. 

“The Coast Guard Beach areas are pretty actively eroding so we’re watching that very closely. 

Two years ago we needed to relocate the access trail. That’s always a hotspot for us, and we’ve 

got some planning beginning to  determine what the long term options may be at that site, 

because we know with active erosion there and at Nauset we’re likely to have to change some 

traffic patterns,” said Carlstrom. The southern end of the parking lot at Herring Cove is also 

getting close to the bay, which Carlstrom said they are looking into. “Our whole philosophy is to 

retreat and rebuild as we continue to adapt to climate change and the sea level rise,” said 

Carlstrom. 

 

 



  

Program Title: Dan Higgins – Candidate for District Attorney 

 

Program Description: Cape & Islands Assistant District Attorney Daniel Higgins has 

announced his candidacy for Cape and Islands District Attorney. Current DA Michael O’Keefe 

said that he would not seek a sixth term in early January. Higgins, a Republican, said he would 

highlight the diversion programs for first time, low level offenders, but would also fully 

prosecute those who commit violent crimes or traffic fentanyl and heroin in the district.  

Others who have announced their candidacy include fellow Republicans, attorney John “Jack” 

Carey, and former Yarmouth Police Officer and current elder law attorney Melissa Alden, and 

Democrat Robert Galibois, a former assistant district attorney. 

 

 

March 13 – Sunday Journal Program 

Program Title: Barnstable County COVID Helpline 

 

Program Description:  With COVID’s latest surge drawing to an end and general case and 

hospitalization counts remaining low, municipalities across the region are relaxing mandates and 

scaling back testing sites. Amid the most recent decline, Barnstable County’s COVID hotline, a 

core service of the county’s pandemic response, is also winding down. Health Communications 

Coordinator for the county’s Department of Health and Environment Bethany Traverse said that 

early in the pandemic, a need was quickly identified by health officials that Cape Cod’s older 

demographic would have a more difficult time keeping up with the latest COVID information.  

With residents inundating the health department with calls and questions, Barnstable County 

Commissioners and the health department worked to start up a volunteer-run call center to help 

take off some of the pressure on staff, as well as provide a reassuring and knowledgeable voice 

on the latest pandemic info. Traverse, other county officials and the tech department, worked 

together remotely over the course of two weeks to get the call center up and running as case 

numbers climbed in January of 2021. The hotline clearly met a need, said Traverse, as the call 

center had over 300 callers in its first day alone. The initial ten volunteers from the Medical 

Reserve Corps were expanded to 20 in the coming weeks, which has waxed and waned with the 

pandemic’s surges.  

 

Program Title: Sea Turtle Strandings 

 

Program Description: After a study that highlighted the number of sea turtles getting entangled 

in fishing gear, a scientist has shared more insight on the new data and said the best way to help 

sea turtles is to reduce the amount of fishing line in the water.   



  

Dr. Kara Dodge, research scientist at the aquarium’s Anderson Cabot Center for Ocean Life, said 

using rope-less fishing gear and utilizing trawls instead of single traps are ways to achieve line 

reduction. “All of that reduces the amount of vertical lines in the water column and reducing 

lines is really the best solution for sea turtles at this point,” she said. The report included data on 

which species of turtles were affected by instances of bycatch. Of the 280 confirmed sea turtle 

entanglements, 272 of them were leatherbacks turtles. According to Dodge, leatherbacks are 

more commonly seen in the region which is why they may have made up most of the 

entanglement instances. She reported the turtles can weigh over a thousand pounds and have a 

flipper span of over 9 feet, making it more likely they will be caught up in fishing gear.   

Dodge praised people on the water reporting entanglements, since those reports helped with the 

research efforts.  

 

Program Title: Habitat for Humanity 

 

Program Description:  As towns across Cape Cod struggle to develop affordable housing, 

Habitat for Humanity of Cape Cod is working on a path forward. In a recent interview with 

CapeCod.com NewsCenter, volunteer and community relations manager Tara Cronin explained 

how the group helps families get out of the cycle of housing crisis. “It’s not something that’s 

only for a couple of years. It’s forever. They’re going to have this affordable home. They’re 

always going to have a mortgage of $700 or $800 a month,” Cronin said. Habitat houses sell for 

around $168,000 for a three-bedroom home. Cronin said the group receives a lot of applications 

for projects so local bankers volunteer to help narrow down the applicant pool to people who 

need a home and who also fall in the appropriate income range. Applicants must be pre-approved 

for a mortgage and also demonstrate they are willing to put in 250 hours of “sweat-equity” in 

lieu of a down payment. This time is dedicated to building Habitat homes. For the final step of 

the process, the organization chooses names in a lottery fashion from the narrowed applicant 

pool. “Our houses now, pretty much all of them are producing as much energy as they actually 

use, which is referred to as net zero,” said Director of Construction Bob Ryley, referring to the 

solar component of the homes. 

 

 

March 20 – Sunday Journal Program 

Program Title: Veterans Outreach 

Program Description: The Cape & Islands Veterans Outreach Center has launched a new 

mobile food pantry program while also working on how Cape Cod’s housing crisis is impacting 

local veterans. 



  

Executive Director Jim Seymour said the group has identified the need for housing for veterans 

in the region, but is still working on figuring out solutions.  Seymour said he met with some real 

estate agents about potentially locating sites for affordable housing for veterans but said the 

organization can’t compete with people in the housing market who are overbidding and making 

cash payments. Like many others on the Cape, veterans are struggling to find places to live. 

Seymour said that veterans often make good candidates for jobs in the area like police officers, 

firefighters, or schoolteachers, but outlined a major obstacle preventing them from being able to 

live and work on Cape Cod. “The challenge is they can’t find a place to live that isn’t $3000 a 

month or $2500 a month plus utilities. That’s just out of reach for most of them,” Seymour said. 

The organization recently launched a mobile food pantry for vets in need. “This program that 

we’re rolling out is a strategic effort on behalf of the organization to touch other areas of our 

region that need our assistance, particularly in the Falmouth area,” he said. 

 

Program Title: Lady of The Dunes 

 

Program Description: A Massachusetts-based filmmaker is premiering a new documentary that 

takes a closer look at one of the oldest unsolved murder cases in the state’s history. Producer 

Frank Durant’s new film “The Lady of the Dunes” investigates the murder of an unidentified 

woman whose body was found at Race Point Dunes in July of 1974. When working on an earlier 

project in Provincetown, Durant said several people on Cape Cod encouraged him to research the 

case. Once he realized there was enough of a story to warrant a feature-length film, Durant set 

out to get the blessing of the family of former Provincetown Police Chief James Meads, who 

worked on the case for years. Durant said he tried to use some of the same investigation methods 

that the late Meads utilized. The producer credited the years or work local and state police have 

put into the case, although he is hopeful the film can lead to a push for further forensic work. 

“The goal of this documentary is to get every audience member who views this to start asking 

questions and push the authorities to push to solve this case,” Durant said. Throughout the 

interview process, the filmmaker said that one of his main focuses was discerning between fact 

and fiction surrounding the infamous murder. 

 

 

March 27 – Sunday Journal Program 

Program Title: Mercy Otis Warren Award 

 

Program Description: A local committee is seeking nominations for a prestigious award that 

highlights  contributions of women on Cape Cod amid this year’s Women’s History Month. 



  

The 21st annual Mercy Otis Warren Cape Cod Woman of the Year Award will be given to a 

Cape resident who has demonstrated leadership in her community. “They do not have to be 

locally well-known people, they can just be a person that you feel has made an effort in their life 

to be active in the arts, education, business, or community involvement,” selection committee 

member Alice George said. The award was named in honor of a notable figure in American 

history with ties to the Cape. Mercy Otis Warren was born in West Barnstable in 1728 and she 

later became a figure of the American Revolution with her political satire. “Mercy was a 

playwright, poet, historian, and pioneer in Women’s Rights,” George said. Warren wrote 

pamphlets and plays that opposed British officials in New England and championed the 

importance of women. Previous winners of the award include former CEO of the Cape Cod 

Chamber of Commerce Wendy Northcross, activist for racial equality Eugenia Fortes, and 

former president of the Cape Cod Baseball League Judy Scarafile. 

 

Program Title: Sara Ahern – New Barnstable School Superintendent 

Program Description: Incoming Barnstable Public School District Superintendent Sara Ahern 

recently highlighted what skills and experience she will be bringing to the table and what 

priorities will lead her first few months in the role. In an interview with CapeCod.com, Ahern 

said that she has the benefit of experience as the superintendent for Franklin Schools, which 

shares many similarities with Barnstable in terms of size, age and demographic. “I feel like I 

have some skills to bring from the role I’ve had in Franklin for the past five years and look 

forward to lending that to Barnstable in July,” said Ahern. Previously, she served as the Assistant 

Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction in the Holliston School District and as a science 

teacher. She highlighted the community outreach she did as part of Franklin’s Portrait of a 

Graduate project as among her proudest work in the role. She said she hopes to bring the 

outreach efforts with students and families along with curriculum design experience with 

teachers to her new role, as well. As schools recover from the COVID-19 pandemic, Ahern said 

that there is still much work to be done, especially to help students who may have struggled more 

than others due to the wo 

 


