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Florida Roundtable 

 

Florida Roundtable, with hosts Reagan Smith and Al Spry, is a weekly, one hour, in-

depth roundtable-style discussion of state, national, and international issues and events 

affecting the state of Florida. “Florida Roundtable” features the sharpest minds in the 

political, historical and cultural spheres, as well as world-famous authors, political and 

business leaders from around the state.  

 

ISSUE PROGRAM 

/ TITLE 

DESCRIPTION GUEST DATE/TIM

E 

DUR 

Florida and 

National 

Politics 

Florida 

Roundtable 

w/ Roger Stone – Why the Book 

Nixon’s Secrets?  Hollywood and 

politics – pre-pkging. 

- 10 minutes 

 

Stone:  RN 1968   1st TV pkg.  Crist 

vs. Scott – Nixon and Ford and J F 

Kennedy Assassination – on Bob 

Woodward and Haig- 

- 30 minutes 

 

Stone: a  Haig and Bay of Pigs – 

Haig moves RN toward the door – 

on John Dean – Bush 41  in 

DALLAS 11/20/63 

- 10 minutes 

 

Stone:  On Sen. Prescott Bush and 

Nixon – on Ron Paul and 

Presidential elections 

-                            10 minutes 

Roger Stone  

Author 

10-1-14 

10-4-14 

10-5-14 

11-15-14 

 

9:00am 

60 min 



Politics Florida 

Roundtable 

Smith and Spry:  FSU and John 

Thrasher – loser   FEA – Biden in 

South Florida 

- 10 minutes 

 

w/Rhodes Cook – on mid-term 

elections more recently benefits 

GOP by better turnout – DEMS best 

chances in governorships – Senate – 

GOP will gain several and will keep 

the House – state leg.  60 of 99 

GOP…may get more… 

- 30 minutes 

 

Cook:  on British Parliamentary 

system – on GOP and Progressives – 

on conservative coalition – on liberal 

doves running as war hawks – 

Wilson and WW 1 

- 10 minutes 

 

Cook:  on WW1 continuing – Scott 

vs Crist Jump ball 

-  10  minutes 

National 

analyst 

Rhodes 

Cooke 

10-8-14 

10-11-14 

10-12-14 

10-16-14 

10-18-14 

10-19-14 

10-25-14 

10-26-16 

 

9:00am 

60 min 



Progressive 

beginnings 

Florida 

Roundtable 

Smith and Spry:  Winner and Losers 

– Scott Maxwell on Dem problems – 

Rubio and Ros Lehtinen go to 

China- 

- 10 minutes 

 

w/Michael Wolraich – 

“Unreasonable Men” – on 1904 and 

parallels – both parties were split – 

Bourbon Democrats – GOP split – 

Dems w/ populists – GOP Bob 

LaFollette – TR pragmatic – people 

felt disenfranchised – on TR’s half 

loaf 

- 30 minutes 

 

Wolraich – LaFollette strategy – 

pushes big bills knowing failure – 

Ted Cruz comparison – 1908 fissure 

point – TR walks out – Joe Cannon 

– most powerful speaker of the 

house in history – reform difficult 

- 10 minutes 

 

Wolraich – TR, Taft assassination 

attempt – in 3rd term campaign – a 

new populist movement today 

-                            10 minutes 

Michael 

Wolraich – 

political 

author 

10-22-14 

10-23-14 

 

9:00am 

60 min 



A Concise 

History of 

Florida 

Florida 

Roundtable 

Smith and Spry:  on Tom Slade and 

Fla GOP – 

- 10 minutes 

 

w/Clark:  History of Florida – on air 

conditioning  and boom – busts from 

1800s – how Florida was created – 

Spain gives to Brits and then gets it 

back  

- 30 minutes 

 

Clark:  Flagler and Plante and 

development 

- 10 minutes 

 

Clark -   Cincinnati syndrome – “I’m 

from”  Publix history – because of 

land bust   Carl Fisher and WW II 

-                    10 minutes 

Dr. Jim Clark 

UCF 

10-29-14 

11-1-14 

11-2-14 

11-16-14 

 

9:00am 

60 min 



World War I 

after 100 

years and 

today 

Florida 

Roundtable 

Smith and Spry:  Polls:   Scott vs. 

Crist  46 Scott 45 Crist – Jeb Bush 

campaigning in Colorado- 

-                 10 minutes 

 

W/ Crocker – on Pete Wilson as 

Gov. and Senator   WWI  “The 

Yanks Are Coming”  Macarthur 

around for decades – Pershing and 

fighting Indians – 2nd and 3rd 

Reichs – Social Darwinism – on 

carving up the middle east 

-                 30 minutes 

 

Crocker:  on burying Jihaddists with 

Pigs – on entering WWI – why we 

entered – W J Bryan as Sec of State 

– Zimmerman note – settlement of 

WWI – never enforced – Pershing 

wanted to fight one more week. 

-                 10 minutes 

 

Crocker:  on Hitler – coming into the 

German govt.  – on Clemencaeu and 

the messianic Wilson – York and 

Rickenbacker 

-                 10 minutes 

H W Crocker 

III 

Historian 

11-5-14 

 

9:00am 

60 min 



Att. Fred 

Levin 

Florida 

Roundtable 

Smith and Spry:  record setting 

money in governor’s race from 

March 0n 

- 10 minutes 

 

W/Young – on Fred Levin and 

“Give up Show Biz”  poor family 

man – personal injury cases to start – 

active in his late 70s –why still 

doing it – on building his law firm – 

on donation to UF laws school 

- 30 minutes 

 

w/Young – on the big Florida 

tobacco settlement – begins in 

Mississippi – obscure Fla statute – 

changed by Lawton Chiles and W D 

Childers –suit filed in 97 settled in 

99   Fred and Johnny Cochran – life 

ins. Policy- Chief of Ghana for 

boxing rep – hy NO politics – on son 

- 10 minutes 

 

w/Young – a renegade among 

renegades – suits him on family life 

– treats everyone the same – on anti-

semitism. 

-                           10 minutes 

Author Josh 

Young 

11-22-14 

11-23-14 

 

9:00am 

60 min 



2014 Election 

results 

Florida 

Roundtable 

Smith and Spry:  US Senate races  

on Jeb Bush, Rubio and Ryan 

- 10 minutes 

 

W/Ed Puzzoli – Obama’s policies 

were on the ballot – issues:  

Obamacare – international affairs – 

economics – Economy is why Gov. 

Scott won – Democrats tried for 

wedge groups – on Democrat 

registration and George Sheldon – 

no competitive Democrats for state 

cabinet – on GOP Supermajority in 

Fla House – GOP must do 

something with the football 

- 30 minutes 

 

Puzzoli – on Broward Dem request 

to extend voting – judge denies- on 

big money influence – on medical 

marijuana – social media – Illinois 

Gov. race a surprise GOP win – 

Maryland a surprise 

- 10 minutes 

 

Puzzloli – ON DBC Chair Debbie 

Wasserman Schultz – D- FLA – on 

Ed Gillespie 

-               10 minutes 

Ft. 

Lauderdale 

GOP analyst  

Ed Puzzoli 

11-26-14 

11-29-14 

11-30-14 

12-3-14 

 

9:00am 

60 min 



Presidential 

drinking 

Florida 

Roundtable 

Smith and Spry:  Ferguson situation 

– on peaceful demonstration and 

MLK,Jr. 

- 10 minutes 

 

W/Will-Weber – Presidential 

drinking – on Warren Harding –

Mash whiskey  on golf course – 

George Washington and fox hounds 

and poter beer – sold whiskey – 

Jefferson and wine and bankruptcy – 

Franklin Pierce poster boy for 

alcoholism 

- 30 minutes 

 

Will-Weber Andrew Johnson had 

been sick – drunk at inauguration – 

Wm. Henry Harrison – U S grant a 

bad drunk – Truman and drinking in 

AM – pulling a Nixon  

- 10 minutes 

 

Teddy Roosevelt and mint juleps – 

FDR drank a lot – Hayes and 

champagne – Obama a wide variety 

of beer and wine 

-                 10 minutes 

Author  Mark 

Will-Weber 

12-6-14 

12-7-14 

 

9:00am 

60 min 



The Pilgrim 

Chronicles 

Florida 

Roundtable 

Smith and Spry:  Ferguson react – 

Obama band aid approach – Jeb 

Bush on presidency 

- 10 minutes 

 

w/Rod Gragg:  Pilgrim Chronicles – 

image is one dimensional half book 

set in England and Holland – who 

are they?  Why to Holland – Why to 

America – Pilgrims were separatists 

and Puritans – illegal in Holland as 

well   vs. Dutch reformed church – 

children became secular – 2nd ship-

Speedwell- 

- 30 minutes 

 

w/Gragg:  Speedwell Capt. might 

have been chicken – North Atlantic 

extremes risky – brutal first winter – 

13 wives died – 19 0f 29 single men 

die – promise of nationhood – 

wanted to land in Northern Virginia 

– missed -  250 miles north – 

relocations with Indians – 1st 

meeting not peaceful 

- 10 minutes 

 

w/Gragg   1st Thanksgiving – didn’t 

happen like we think – Puritans were 

not first – 3 day event – featured 

recreations – field sports, wrestling, 

foot races, fire arms matches ate 

wild turkey – duck, goose venison – 

baked beaver – clams, fish 

-                10 minutes 

Historian 

Rod Gragg 

12-13-14 

12-14-14 

 

 

9:00am 

60 min 



A Christmas 

Far From 

Home 

Florida 

Roundtable 

Smith and Spry:  George Will on 

Washington Redskins – and safe 

marshmallow roasting – John 

Gruber on Health care – Florida – 

Satan and Christmas display 

- 10 minutes 

 

W/Stanley Weintraub – “A 

Christmas Far From Home”  on 

MacArthur – he was slipping at age 

70 – hdq in Tokyo – top floor -  on 

Ike and MacArthur – MacArthur 

mistakes – Thanksgiving dinner and 

Siberian express- 

- 30 minutes 

 

MacArthur – haughty and ambitious 

on MacArthur’s assistant – Gen. 

Almond Edwards – shower and 

kitchen – bar – handing out medals – 

everything falls apart.  On fighting 

- 10 minutes 

 

Weintraub – MacArthur a political 

icon – April 51 Truman fires him 

- 10 minutes 

 

Historian 

Stanley 

Weintraub 

12-17-14 

12-20-14 

12-21-14 

 

9:00am 

60 min 



Make a Wish 

Politics 

Florida 

Roundtable 

w/Anne McMonagle – Dev. Dir. 

Make A Wish foundation – what 

it is – children with life 

threatening illness  - mus be 

child’s wish – started in 1980 – 

her favorite – a park ranger at 

Yosemite 

- 30 minutes 

 

Smith and Spry:  on Jeb Bush 

and presidency – South Carolina 

commencement speech 

- 10 minutes 

 

S & S – CIA report – on torture 

– Cheney and Norman Minetta 

-                         10 minutes 

 

Smith and Spry:  Clinton on Eric 

Garner – protest and Cleveland 

situation – On Sen.l Bill nelson 

and Sen.Landrieu loss. 

-                      10 minutes 

Anne 

McMonagle

,Make A 

Wish 

12-24-14 

12-27-14 

12-28-14 

12-31-14 

60 min 

 

 

 

 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 ISSUE DATES  RUNS  

 Adoption 10-4-14 to 12-31-14 96 

 Caregiver Assistance 10-22-14 to 12-31-14 8 

 Childhood Asthma 12-10-14 to 12-31-14 4 

` Autism Awareness 10-6-14 to 11-5-14 17 

 Drunk/Buzzed Driving 10-4-14 to 12-27-14 44 

 Bullying Prevention 9-30-14 to 12-27-14 31 

 Teacher Recruitment 9-30-14 to 12-26-14 20 

 Discovering Nature 10-1-14 to 12-7-14 16 



 Child Passenger Safety 9-30-14 to 12-30-14 96 

 Emergency Preparedness 10-4-14 to 12-27-14 43 

 Gay & Lesbian Bullying Prevention 9-30-14 to 12-31-14 65 

 Women’s Heart Disease 10-1-14 to 12-26-14 15 

 Hunger Prevention 10-1-14 to 12-30-14   55 

 Recycling 10-4-14 to 12-31-14 18 

 Texting & Driving 10-4-14 to 12-6-14 20 

 High School Dropout Prevention 9-30-14 to 10-18-14 7 

 Children’s Oral Health 10-4-14 to 12-31-14 79 

 Shelter Pet Adoption 10-6-14 to 12-7-14 104 

 Supporting Minority Education 9-30-14 to 12-30-14 42 

 Unplanned Pregnancy Prevention 9-30-14 to 12-31-14 65 

 Community Engagement 10-16-14 to 12-30-14 41 

 


