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Quarterly Report 

January - March 2011 

 

 

THIS IS A LISTING OF MAJOR PROBLEMS AND NEEDS WITHIN THE WAGA-TV SERVICE AREA AND 

A SAMPLING OF THE NEWS PROGRAMS DIRECTED TO THESE ISSUES IN THE PRECEDING THREE 

MONTHS. 

 

 

Description of Typical and Illustrative Programs 

 

  

GOOD DAY ATLANTA: “GDA” is a daily program with local and national news, as well as interviews 

that address topical issues and the people affected by them.   

(7:00-9:00am, Monday-Friday) 

 

FOX5 NEWS:   In-depth local and national news.   

(Monday-Friday, 5:00-7:00am; Monday-Friday, 12:00N-1:00pm; 

Monday-Friday, 5:00-6:00pm; 6:00-7:00pm and 11:00-11:30pm; Saturday, 

6:00-8:00am and 6:00-7:00pm; Sunday, 6:00-8:30am; 6:00-6:30pm; and, 

Monday-Sunday, 10:00-11:00pm) 

 

Wednesday’s Child: The goal of this project is to give difficult-to-adopt children 

a fighting chance.  The Wednesday's Child program is nationally known and 

nationally successful in placing children in need of homes.   FOX5 News is now 

taking part in that success with a series of stories, benefiting the kids and the 

community. 
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Education 

 

1/3/11   5pm  0:25 

The Dekalb County School Board members voted to lay off 127 employees, effective June 30
th

, and begin cutting 

back busing for students who attend schools outside their neighborhood. Superintendent Crawford Lewis says state 

cuts in school funding are to blame. 

1/4/11  6pm  0:45 

Potential changes to the HOPE scholarship have included a suggestion to raise the required 3.0 grade point average 

for HOPE eligibility. The governor-elect says other changes will need to be made to the allocation of HOPE dollars. 

1/17/11  6pm  0:15 

 Students at Gilmer's Clear Creek Middle will get another day off. Gilmer and Fannin Counties announced the Dr. 

Martin Luther King holiday would be scrapped so they could make up for lost snow days. However, icy road 

conditions forced the north Georgia districts to cancel school for the 10th time this year. 

1/18/11  1pm  1:18 

The interim superintendent of Dekalb County Schools is expected to make a recommendation about a controversial 

redistricting plan. It includes the possible closure of 14 schools. Dekalb County could save about 15 million a year 

by consolidating its schools and filling empty seats. 

1/18/11  11pm  0:20 

Students crowding back onto college campuses after the snow and ice storm faced a growing financial storm 

involving tuition and the popular HOPE scholarship. The university system chancellor says another tuition hike is 

expected. 

1/28  GDA  3:00 

Live satellite interview with Dr. June Scobee Rodgers, PhD.  What started out as a tragedy on the morning of Jan. 

28, 1986 has turned into a monumental, educational triumph. The Challenger Center for Space Science Education 

which serves as a living legacy to the astronauts of the Space Shuttle Challenger, celebrates its 25th year of using 

science and math to help students build the skills most needed for the 21st century, including decision-making, 

teamwork, problem-solving and communication. The Challenger Learning Center Network has grown to comprise 

47 locations across America and other nations serving more than 4 million students to date. 

1/30/11  12pm  1:45 

 Dozens of students and their parents crowded the campus of Livsey Elementary: hoping to save their school. The 

tucker building is one of 14 Dekalb County Schools set to close or be redistricted. School officials say the 

adjustments are needed to eliminate thousands of empty classroom seats. Parents protested outside the Board of 

Education.  

2/1/11  11pm  0:20 

Demand for Georgia's Pre-Kindergarten Program is so high that there are ten thousand children on a waiting list. 

State lawmakers are dealing with a budget crisis try to rein in the costs of the program. Currently, there are more 

than eighty-three thousand children enrolled in the Pre-K Program 

2/5/11  12pm  0:30 

A judge ordered an Atlanta Public School employee to cooperate with special investigators looking into possible 

cheating on the CRCT. Cynthia Harris, a Para-professional at White Elementary says she had nothing to do with the 

testing. But, special investigator Michael Bowers says she was there. That's enough reason to want to talk to her.  
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2/11/11  11pm  0:20 

One of the state's top lawmakers wants Georgia's School Voucher Program expanded. Senate majority leader Chip 

Rogers filed a bill Thursday that would give vouchers to military families and children in foster care to go to the 

school of their choice. 

2/14  GDA  3:00 

It’s no secret Atlanta Public Schools is having issues right now.  What are the alternatives for parents who still want 

a quality education for their child but can’t make a move to another district? We talk to a homeschooling expert and 

charter school official. Also Tech High School, although affiliated with APS, is not affected by its accreditation 

woes.  It is the only independent charter high school in Metro Atlanta.  The principal is Dr. Graysen Walles.  The 

CEO is Steven Walker.  They make up one of the few African American male duos running a charter school in 

America. That ties in to President Obama's call for more black men to consider teaching. 

 

2/17  GDA  2:45 

U.S. Education Secretary Arne Duncan is urging more black men to consider teaching. More than 1 million teachers 

will retire during the next decade, according to federal estimates, and leaders have embarked on a nationwide drive 

to build a more diverse teaching force.  Gwinnett County has made this a priority in recent years, not with just black 

men, but all men, especially in elementary school.  There are 400 men teaching in schools... and in high schools, 

men add up to 36% of the teachers.  That's nearly double the state numbers of 19.3% male (2009 numbers).  What 

are they doing differently?  Tacoma Perry reports. 

 

2/25  GDA  3:30 

If you’ve tried to help your student with math class lately--you may have had a tough time.  That’s because of a new 

integrated math curriculum that is causing quite a bit of controversy...and the numbers surrounding math 

achievement are depressing.  Georgia School Superintendent john barge joins us to talk about the issue.  

 

3/1  GDA  3:00 

Record-A-Thon:  Throughout the week at RFB&D’s Athens recording studio, hundreds of volunteer readers will put 

in extra hours at the microphone to transform printed textbooks into easy-to-navigate audio books – enabling 

students with reading disabilities to have equal opportunities to learn and enjoy educational success.  Tacoma Perry 

reports. 

 

3/2  GDA  12:00 

Mythical Creatures at Fernbank.  Discover how living and prehistoric animals inspired fantastic beings-some 

familiar, others unusual. Learn how cultures throughout time have created dragons, unicorns, mermaids and more to 

explain the natural world, express thoughts and share beliefs. Investigate authentic artifacts, fossils and dramatic 

models as you explore the stories, traditions and dances that celebrate mythic creatures around the world. 

 

3/2  GDA  2:30 

Athletic Recruiting.  With it being National Signing Day, we’re going to help viewers understand how tough it is to 

get an athletic scholarship to college.  You have to be good.  That’s a given.  But, every year, athletes with tons of 

talent don’t get into the right schools, because a part of the process fell through.  They didn’t apply for the 

scholarship in time.  They didn’t take the right test.   We’re efforting a coach, a college recruiter, and an athlete to 

flush this story out. 

 

3/9  GDA  12:00 

Georgia Tech InVenture Prize Competition.  The InVenture Prize is an innovation competition for Georgia Tech 

undergraduate students who work independently or in teams to create inventions that will be presented and judged 

by a panel of experts.  We’ll look at the 7 finalists & their inventions, as well as see how last years winner has done.   

 

3/9  GDA  3:00 

For years now, libraries across the country have been dealing with a steady decrease in funding and a simultaneous 

increase in attendance. According to the ALA, library use increased 23% between 2006 and 2009, while 2010 saw 

library budgets cut in 41 states; at the national level, Obama’s 2012 budget proposal cuts $20 million from library 

funding.  In the fight for more funding, America’s libraries have a new champion in thriller author Karin Slaughter 
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and her Save the Libraries Campaign.   Slaughter joins us to talk about the event being held at a DeKalb County 

library.   

  

3/15  12pm  0:54 

Police in Cartersville say an eight year old boy was killed when he was hit by a school bus. Police say 8-year-old 

Garrett Black had just hopped off the bus he rode each day to the facility to meet his mother. Police say they don't 

expect to file charges in this tragic accident. 

3/22 

College Scholarship Options: With recent changes to the HOPE Scholarship, many parents and students are looking 

for other scholarship options to help pay for college.   We'll get advice for experts about the best ways to find and 

apply for scholarships.  Plus, what you can be doing now to improve your chances.  Tacoma Perry reports. 

 

3/28  GDA  2:45 

With the slow economy, many people think they don't have the resources to save for college.  We'll look at some 

options for any budget.   

 

Drugs and Alcohol 

2/2/11  11pm  1:16 

Sunday alcohol sales moved a giant step closer during the Georgia General Assembly after a 6-1 vote in the Senate. 

The Committee voted to move a bill along allowing individual communities to decide on Sunday sales. The head of 

the US Center for Disease Control's alcohol program says their studies show that allowing Sunday sales is a public 

health concern.  Governor Nathan Deal said he won't oppose the legislation. 

2/15/11  11pm  1:30 

Four firefighters were demoted and a deputy chief retired following allegations some of them were drinking on the 

job. The investigation started when a couple of captains noticed at least 3 firefighters with open containers of beer at 

fire station 24. It happened during the big snow storm in January. 

3/9/11  10pm  0:20 

Governor Pete Wilson of California signed a bill that will put drunk drivers behind bars; possibly for life. It's called 

Courtney's Law. The law is named after a 15-year old California girl who was killed by a four-time convicted drunk 

driver. The measure sends a sobering message to motorists who get behind the wheel under the influence. 

3/11/11  10pm  0:25  

Gwinnett County Police made a huge drug bust during a traffic stop in Buford. Police say they pulled the vehicle 

over for a tag light violation. Investigators say the driver gave conflicting statements so the vehicle was searched. 

Inside, they found about 100-pounds of marijuana in two large trash bags in the trunk. 33-year-old Tyrone 

Alexander faces several charges including trafficking marijuana. 

3/15/11  10pm  0:25 

Two weeks after drug enforcement agents seized Georgia's supply of a lethal injection drug; they're doing the same 

thing in Kentucky. Officials say that's because Kentucky received 18 grams of sodium thiopental from Georgia. 

Executions are now on hold in Georgia, while the DEA investigates exactly how Georgia got the drug. 

3/20/11  5pm  0:20 

Authorities in the metro area task force participated in a raid on a suspected marijuana grow house in Hall County, 

and also seized marijuana and equipment used to grow pot that was dumped in a field on the Henry-Spalding County 

border. Authorities tell us they've now found 70 dumping grounds and grow houses in a total of 14 counties since 

the investigation started in February. So far they've made more than 60 arrests.  
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Racial Tensions/Prejudice/Discrimination 

2/13/11  6pm  0:15 

There is controversy over a plan to honor the KKK’s founder on a state license plate. Thousands of people have 

joined a Facebook group, opposing the special plate that would honor Nathan Bedford Forrest. He's the confederate 

general credited with founding the Ku Klux Klan. Meanwhile, the chairman of the state house committee, who has 

to approve the controversial tag, is defending himself. 

3/14  GDA  3:00 

Dr. E discusses how to tell and what to do if your child is being bullied.  And what to do if you think your child is 

the bully. 

 

The Economy 

 

1/20/11  12pm  0:25 

Unemployment is up in Georgia. The state labor commissioner says the state's jobless rate rose from ten percent to 

ten-point-two percent in December. The number of long-term unemployed continues to rise. There were 259-

thousand long-term unemployed Georgians in December. This is the 39th consecutive month Georgia has exceeded 

the national unemployment rate, which stands at nine-point-four percent. 

 

1/21  GDA  3:00 

Looking to get out of town?  But don’t want to pay the high airfares?  Farryn Weiner editor of Jetsetter.com - a 

website offering deeply discounted airfares and vacation deals each day... shows us how to tame the packing beast.... 

how we really can fit a long weekend vacation with casual warm days and dressy cool nights into a roll-aboard 

suitcase. 

 

1/23/11  12pm  0:36 

Members of the Dekalb county NAACP staged a protest outside a gas station in Decatur. Now, the average price for 

a gallon of unleaded is $3.03. The protesters accuse area stations of unfairly driving up prices. They're calling for 

people to scale back on their gas consumption until the stations drop their prices. 

 

1/24/11  12pm  2:12 

With gas prices quickly approaching four bucks a gallon AAA is out with some money saving tips. Tip number one: 

Keep your tires properly inflated, also get rid of that junk in your trunk; extra weight in your car like luggage eats 

extra gas. According to triple a, the national average for a gallon of regular gas is now $3.60. 

1/24  GDA  3:30 

They say breaking up is hard to do.  It’s even harder when your money, credit score and financial good standing are 

at risk.   John Ulzheimer from smartcredit.com offers advice on how to split up without ruining your finances. 

 

1/31  GDA  3:30 

Are you looking to save money on your wedding gown?  How would you like to save 70% on your cake?   Carley 

Roney, the editor in chief of theknot.com is here with budget wedding tips for all the newly engaged brides to be. 

Carley also crunches the numbers on how much the average Atlanta wedding costs. 

 

2/1  GDA  3:30 

Jeanette Pavini - for the second year in a row Atlanta has been ranked Most Frugal City by coupons.com.  The site 

says we're paying less for our groceries than the rest of the country because of our clipping and downloading.   

Jeanette shows us how to continue the trend and save even more. 

 

2/2  GDA  3:00 

Financial Analyst Ted Parrish discusses the economic impact of the Egyptian crisis.  What it means for the global 

market, the stock market and Georgia businesses.   
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2/4  GDA  3:30 

Derek Rackley is a financial advisor with one of Morgan Stanley Smith Barneys largest groups in Atlanta.   He’s 

also a former Atlanta Falcon and is heading up their professional athlete division. He will talk to us about what 

anyone should do with their money now - especially that Super Bowl Bonus $$.  He will also talk about what not to 

do and explore how so many millionaire athletes end up broke and in debt. 

 

2/15  GDA  3:00   

It’s Tax Time -A lot has changed due to the late changes made by Congress at the end of 2010. Top changes folks 

need to know this tax season (greater accessibility of e-file, later file date for folks who itemize, etc.)  Mark Lloyd 

joins us to explain what you need to be doing right now to maximize your money for 2011 tax filing time. 

 

3/1/11  6pm  0:15 

Robert Whitehead says his water bill has been out of control for months. As a hobby, the 64- year-old sells flowers 

from his southwest Atlanta home. But he says he doesn't use nearly enough water to justify bills that have ranged 

from four thousand to more than six thousand dollars over the last few months. 

 

3/1/11  10pm  1:30 

Federal reserve chairman Ben Bernanke is warning that if oil prices don't go down soon, the economic recovery 

could take a "turn for the worse." gas prices have soared over the past few days, with the average price in Atlanta 

now at nearly $3.30 for a gallon of unleaded. That's Twenty cents more than we were paying just last week. 

 

3/4/11  12pm  2:00 

The NFL players and owners agreed to talk for another day hoping to hammer out a new labor agreement. The 

decision came hours before the current deal was set to expire. The issues separating the sides include: How to split 

an estimated $9 billion in yearly revenue, a possible rookie wage scale, the pros and cons of extending the regular 

season to 18 games, and retirement benefits. 

 

3/8/11  12pm  0:20 

Tracy Crump is the chief operating officer for Girl Scouts of greater Atlanta. She understands why Georgia 

lawmakers are trying to boost revenue for the cash strapped state. But, she says cookie tax will mean less money for 

camping programs, training programs and other opportunities girl scouts enjoy. 

3/8  GDA  2:30 

Free Tax Preparation:  Have a household income under $48K per year? A lot of our viewers do. Did you know if 

you fall into that category, you can get your taxes done for free? The Atlanta Prosperity Campaign is offering it to 

people across Metro ATL. From Canton to Clayton County and everywhere in between you can get help. Tacoma 

Perry shows you how.  

 

3/10/11  12pm  0:20 

The state labor department says the unemployment rate in metro Atlanta rose to 9.6 percent. It's still slightly less 

than the 9.7 percent unemployment rate statewide. The labor department says the highest unemployment rate was in 

Dalton at 12.6 percent. The lowest was Athens at 6.9 percent. 

3/10/11  10pm  0:15 

A proposal to reinstate a tax on groceries went to the capitol to let lawmakers decide. Lawmakers are considering 

reinstating the 4 percent sales tax on groceries that was removed in the 1990's. Proponents say new sales taxes 

would help reduce income taxes. Opponents say a grocery tax will hurt seniors and low and middle income families. 

 

3/15  GDA  2:30 

While some industries are facing tough times, some local business owners are thriving. We can talk to a couple of 

local residents who have expanded during the recession. One is a woman who started out in a kiosk (shaping 

eyebrows). She has since expanded three times.   Tacoma Perry reports. 
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3/15  GDA  3:00 

Financial Analyst Lee Jenkins looks at investing in gold and/or silver and how to sell it! 

 

3/25  GDA  2:30 

Much ado has been made about the unemployment rate.  But what about those people who are working making 

substantially less than their experience calls for? We’ll interview a woman who was downsized and found a job 

outside of their industry making less or even working part-time. Temp agencies may have also seen an increase in 

overqualified workers needing to take just about anything to continue paying the bills.   Tacoma Perry reports. 

 

Health/ Health Care 

1/5/11  5pm  0:20 

A north Georgia republican has filed legislation that would block the funding needed to carry out President Obama's 

health care law. Representative Tom Graves said his bill would end what he called a "costly and unconstitutional 

mandate." It would repeal the new health care law. 

1/6/11  11pm  0:20 

A new report has determined that the first study to link childhood vaccine to autism was a deliberate fraud. The 

conclusions of the 1998 paper by "Andrew Wakefield and colleagues was renounced by 10 of its 13 authors and 

retracted by the medical journal "lancet." the suggestion that the measles mumps rubella shot was connected to 

autism scared parents worldwide. Experts say because of this, cases of potentially deadly childhood measles have 

soared. 

1/6  GDA  3:00 

Eating right is the main part of getting and staying fit but you have to get moving too... and Tony Horton is the man 

to get you going this year.  The creator of P90X is showing people how to build their own diet and fitness plan 

tailored to their needs, lifestyle, preference and goals. 

 

1/6-8/11  6 & 10 p.m.   00:27:30 

 

The I-Team investigates another case of a patient nearly dying after cosmetic surgery by an Atlanta doctor. The 

medical board enacted an emergency suspension of the doctor’s license. Finally, we reported on legislative interest 

in requiring doctors to notify patients they do not have malpractice insurance. 

 

1/12  GDA  3:30 

At most of the country’s more than 850-thousand restaurants, its likely many customers have no idea how many 

calories they consume.  Healthwatch doctor, Kimberly Manning examines restaurant menu labeling and the new 

FDA guidelines. 

 

1/13/11  11pm   0:20 

A new government report suggests the feds step in and take action when it comes to what kids are eating at school. 

"The institute of medicine," says cafeteria meals have too much salt; not enough vegetables, fruits and whole grains. 

Most cafeteria menus are based on government dietary guidelines set in 1989 and 1995 when childhood obesity rates 

were lower. 

1/21  GDA  3:30 

Dr. Anisa Threlkeld joins us to talk about the importance of screening for glaucoma--the second leading cause of 

blindness.  It is called the “Sneak Thief of Sight” since by the time you have symptoms it may be too late to reverse.  

Dr. Threlkeld is on the Board of Directors Prevent Blindness Georgia.   
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1/25  GDA  3:00 

Each year more than 3.5 million sports related injuries happen to children under the age of 15.   What can parents 

and coaches do to decrease those numbers? Orthopedic surgen Dr. Jon Hyman has some answers. 

1/27  GDA  3:30 

Dr. Amesha Edwards - from Happy Smiles Dental Clinic joins us to talk about Children’s Dental Health Month. 

Tuesday, February 1
st
, the clinic will give free dental screenings to children but she will also give us tips about 

getting kids started on a healthy oral hygiene routine and how important good teeth are to good health.  

 

1/31  GDA  3:00   

Every five years, the government releases its updated nutrition guidelines.   These are the food and drink 

recommendations for optimal health.  The biggest change this year affects your salt shaker.   Registered dietician 

Carolyn O’Neil breaks down the new guidelines. 

 

2/2  GDA  2:00 

Women & Heart Attacks:  A woman suffers a heart attack every minute in the US, and women 40+ are more likely 

to die within a year of a heart attack than men. According to the American Heart Association, women’s heart attack 

outcomes are significantly worse than men for two primary reasons:   1) Women aren’t familiar with the range of 

heart attack symptoms beyond chest pain.  2) Women are significantly less likely to call 9-1-1 for themselves. 

 

2/9/11  6pm  0:20 

A Wake Forest baseball coach goes beyond the game to help save the life of a freshman recruit from Georgia. Kevin 

Jordan sat next to Coach Tom Walter at Emory hospital just days after he donated his kidney to Jordan. A rare 

disease attacked and destroyed Kevin's kidneys last summer just after he was recruited. Doctors searched for donors 

but couldn't find a match. That's when Coach Walter stepped in. 

2/10  GDA  4:00 

Job stress & women’s hearts:  A new study shows women who are stressed out on the job have a 40% higher risk of 

being diagnosed with heart disease. They are 88% more likely to have a heart attack. The average "stressed" woman 

was in her 50s, working at a white-collar job with little to no decision-making authority or opportunities to use one's 

creative or individual skills. The women in high-stress jobs who developed heart disease had heart attacks, strokes or 

needed coronary-artery bypass or balloon angioplasty. Healthwatch reporter Beth Galvin  looks at ways to cope with 

on-the-job stress - and how being unhappy at work can affect you physically. 

 

2/11/11  5pm  0:25 

A proposal to have Georgia tax payers foot the bill for trauma care is being revived. Republican state senator Greg 

Goggans is proposing a bill that would take $10 from vehicle registration fees, and place them into a trauma care 

trust fund. A similar measure failed last year on the ballot. If approved, the referendum could be on the 2012 ballot. 

2/17  GDA  5:00 

Dream--What do they mean?  Whether were being chased, in flying through the sky, or watching our teeth fall out, 

many of us share the same dream scenarios. But what do these common dreams mean? Healthwatch reporter Beth 

Galvin  talks about how often we dream (5X a night, usually), why we dream, and what really common dreams 

might mean for our day-to-day lives.  We’ll also have some tips on remembering your dreams. 

2/18/11  6pm  2:00   

Most women diagnosed with breast cancer, beat it because doctors can find it at an early, curable stage. Though, 

women are still dying from breast cancer. It happens when the cancer metastasizes or spreads to other parts of the 

body such as the bones or major organs. A study in the New England Journal of Medicine shows breast cancer 

metastases could be prevented in at least half the cases, by taking an osteoporosis drug, Chlodronate. 

2/22  GDA  5:00 

Unwanted facial hair is a big deal for many women, especially once they hit their 40’s and hair starts sprouting up in 

strange places. We’ll look at several options to get rid of facial hair - from waxing, to threading, to do-it-yourself at-
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home treatments. Healthwatch reporter Beth Galvin shows you how much they cost, where to find them, and where 

they registered on the pain scale.    

 

2/22  GDA  3:00 

Cardiologist Sara Mobasseri, M.D. Exercise is good for your heart -but you are more likely to exercise if it's fun... 

Piedmont Hosptial is holding it's Day of Dance for Health this saturday and a cardiologist will preview the day-long 

event with info and fun facts about how much and what kind of exercise/dancing you might want to try... Jim Taylor 

404-605-2459 (KAREN) 

 

3/2  GDA  4:00 

Stubborn Pounds:  A lot of us have 10-20 pounds that just won't budge. Healthwatch reporter Beth Galvin offers 

some tips on how to breakthrough our weight plateau and succeed at taking off that tire around our midsection. 

 

3/8  GDA  5:00 

A new therapy promises to give the effects of a face lift without surgery and with only one treatment.  It's called 

Ultherapy and it uses ultrasound to tighten saggy skin and promote collagen growth in critical areas to get rid of 

droopy eyebrows, saggy chins or wrinkles.  We see a patient getting the therapy and talk to another patient who's 

already undergone it and see the results.   

 

3/8  GDA  3:30 

Dr. Michael Rinow from Northside Sleep Center talks about the common causes and cures for sleep problems as 

well as some very serious medical problems. 

 

3/14  GDA  2:30 

Tacoma Perry profiles an Israeli girl from Bethlehem was severally burned on her 3rd birthday.  She was at her 

birthday party and her dress caught fire.   Thanks for a national organization called PCRS, found 2 Atlanta doctors 

willing to perform plastic surgery on her to give her more function & eliminate some of the scarring.  She's now 5 

and full of energy.  She had the surgery a little over a week ago.  Doctors donate services, group pays for 

transportation & there's a host family.  Talk to the girl's mom through a translator, sound with doctors and host 

family.  This is one of many surgeries she will need throughout her life, as she grows. 

 

3/16  GDA  3:30 

Why heart disease sufferers still grab junk food.  Emory professor and Grady Memorial's chief of cardiology Dr. 

Allen Dollar will discuss recent studies that pinpoint the problem, show what junk food does to the heart and offer 

advice to change the bad habits. 

 

3/16/11  6pm  2:00  

Fears over radiation poisoning from the quake have reached the U.S. including here in Georgia. At drug stores in 

metro-Atlanta, pharmacists say they are being bombarded with calls from people wanting potassium iodide pills. 

The tablets can prevent the thyroid from absorbing radioactive iodine. Despite assurances from health officials that 

Americans are not at risk from the reactors. US drug stores coast to coast are reporting a sudden increase in sales.  

3/17  GDA  4:00 

Tourettes Syndrome.  American Idol contestant James Durbin has tourettes and his appearance on the show is 

raising awareness of the condition.   

 

3/17  GDA  3:00 

Are you thinking about participating in The Great Meat Out - a day when vegetarian advocates ask people to 

consider giving up meat for a day?  Marissa Moore, RD is here with tips if you're thinking about giving up meat in 

any level.  There are definite health aspects you need to consider and things you need to do to replace the protein. 

 

3/18  GDA  2:30 

Coweta County firefighter, Chris Landreau, has cancer (he's only 26, and has a family). It's stage four, and last 

weekend they had a benefit where an up and coming country singer from Newnan played a song he wrote for the 

firefighter. Then, on Tuesday, the firefighter was on Tim's show live, and they played the song. Got a huge 
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response-- the song is now on iTunes, and all the $$ raised from goes to the firefighter and his family.   Reporter 

Daryl Carver talks with Chris and the people helping him.   

 

3/21  GDA  3:30 

From potassium in bananas to radiation in granite buildings, we are all exposed to radiation on a daily basis.  Dr. 

Winawer looks at how much are we normally exposed to, and what levels are harmful?  

 

3/22  GDA  5:00 

We all know that what we eat can have a big impact on how we feel.    Cancer doctor Dr. Joel Fuhrman claims if 

you can find and eat the most nutrient-dense foods, you can actually reduce your cancer risk.   Healthwatch reporter 

Beth Galvin examines, is it really that simple? 

 

3/23  GDA  3:30 

Christine Rosenbloom PhD, nutrition professor and consultant at Georgia State University will help ease some of the 

confusion over vitamin-mineral supplements.  Who should take them-and who shouldn't, how do you know you're 

picking the right supplements, what are the benefits, are there hidden dangers, etc.  

 

3/24  GDA  2:30 

A new report says as many as 482,255 Alzheimer's and Dementia Caregivers in Georgia.  A personal story for me 

since my elderly grandfather lives here in Atlanta (during the winter) with me and my Aunt (in the summer he lives 

in Indiana with my mom). It would be good to talk to Georgia Alzheimer's Association about resources and get a 

personal story of a caregiver. 

 

3/24  GDA   4:00    

A lot of people blame their "metabolism" when they can't lose weight.  We profile a woman who really did suffer 

from hypothyroidism, underactive thyroid that caused her to gain weight.  She was up to 200 pounds, finally 

changed doctors and got the right treatment.  She's now down 75 pounds and will share her story with us.    

 

3/29  GDA  2:00 

There’s no way around it.  But you can't avoid the pollen this time of year in Atlanta.  How can you keep it out of 

your house?  We'll have some tips on how to “pollen proof” your home.   

 

3/29  GDA  5:00    

National director of Campaign for Safe Cosmetics    "Get the Lead Out: Why is Lead Allowed in Lipstick?" The 

Campaign for Safe Cosmetics is a coalition effort launched in 2004 to protect the health of consumers and workers 

by securing the corporate, regulatory and legislative reforms necessary to eliminate dangerous chemicals from 

cosmetics and personal care products- chemicals linked to cancer, birth defects, learning disabilities and other 

chronic health problems. In the past 5 years, the Campaign has commissioned product tests at independent labs and 

found popular brands of lipsticks contained lead, leading brands of baby shampoo contained carcinogens, and 

common fragrances (including colognes and body sprays marketed to men and teenagers) contained hormone 

disrupting chemicals. None of these toxic contaminants were on ingredient labels.  

 

3/30  GDA  3:00    

Getting the wrong meds can be dangerous or deadly. Healthwatch reporter Beth Galvin talks to a pregnant woman 

who got the wrong medication and could have been seriously harmed.  

 

3/31  GDA  3:00 

Doctor's Orders. We'll look at what your doctor "really" wants you to do to stay healthy. One suggestion be honest 

with your doctor.  If you're really not going to take the medication then say so. Don't be afraid to ask questions, even 

if they sound dumb. Healthwatch reporter Beth Galvin explains how to get the most from your doctor.  
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Homeless/Hunger 

1/2/11  5pm  1:15 

College students banded together to make a big difference in the lives of Atlanta's homeless. Thousands of them 

came together in Atlanta to make a big difference. One by one, towels are stacked inside the Georgia World 

Congress Center. Each bundle will be distributed to 55 of Atlanta's homeless shelters. 

1/10/11  11pm  0:25 

Students from Clark Atlanta and Georgia State universities collected quilts and blankets to distribute to Atlanta's 

homeless residents. A senior at Clark Atlanta said he initiated the effort after noticing a number of homeless people 

sleeping outside in the cold.  

1/24/11  5pm  0:25 

"Hosea Feed the Hungry" dedicated its 40th anniversary: Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday Festival of Services to the 

victims of the Haiti earthquake. This morning the Atlanta organization fed approximately 20,000 working poor and 

homeless at Turner Field. The organization feeds thousands of people on Christmas day and Martin Luther King's 

birthday. 

2/28  GDA  12:00 

Great American Baking contest:  Professional, amateur and young pastry chefs are invited to compete at Share Our 

Strengths 4th Annual Great American Baking Contest.  All proceeds benefit Share Our Strength, a national 

organization working to make sure no child in America grows up hungry. 

1/30/11  6pm  0:20 

The American Red Cross rolled into town this weekend with one of its mobile disaster kitchens in tow. They call 

this the "Spirit of America." It's a 53-foot trailer capable of producing up to 30-thousand hot meals a day. 

3/1/11  5pm  0:15 

Lawmakers are investigating why the government allows drugs to remain on the market as cold medicines if they 

don't work and have risks. Leslie Hendeles says a house panel studies show antihistamines do nothing for cold 

sufferers. She says they may actually be dangerous because of side effects.  

 

Weather/Disasters 

1/8/11  5pm  0:18 

Tonight as much as 2 inches could fall on north Georgia. Georgia DOT was blasted for its response to the December 

storm. Agency officials say they've reviewed all aspects of their snow removal plans. 

1/10/11  12pm  0:15 

The weather may to be blame for an accident that shutdown part of I-20 on Sunday. Traffic was stalled in the 

eastbound lanes of the interstate, after a tractor trailer and car collided near the Six Flags exit. One person had to be 

taken to Grady Hospital for treatment.  

1/10/11  12pm  1:00 

Arriving flights at Hartsfield-Jackson airport are delayed more than 30 minutes because of the stormy weather. 

1/11/11  11pm  0:30 

Another day brings more headaches for travelers trying to make their way on icy area interstates. This morning, 

truckers found themselves in trouble on I-285 near Hightower Road. The thick ice even spelled trouble for a snow 

plow. 
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1/11/11  6pm  1:00 

Georgia isn't the only state in the southeast covered in snow. A few inches also fell in South Carolina. Drivers in 

Spartanburg are facing problems familiar to us. Icy conditions there are expected to last for most of the week 

1/13/11  12pm  0:25 

A nine-year old Cherokee County boy is ok after landing underneath a car while sledding. A neighbor told us the 

boy lost control while careening down the snow covered street. His plastic sled crashed into the underside of a 

sedan. 

1/17  GDA  3:00 

The snow and ice are mostly melted, but now you find yourself having to deal with the aftermath.  Steve Stewman 

from the State Insurance Office joins us with a look at what your insurance options are…and advice for drivers and 

homeowners. 

 

1/19  GDA  3:00 

Are you ready for the next winter storm? GEMA Deputy Director Gary Kelley is here to tell us about Ready 

Georgia campaign (www.ready.ga.gov) they’ll show us how to be prepared the next time a storm hits.    

 

1/28  GDA  4:00 

Chris Mannahan from Pike's Nursery shows us how to keep the color and foliage alive even though the temperatures 

are near freezing.  He’ll show us how to protect outdoor plants from the freeze.     

 

2/8  GDA  2:30 

Lisa Janak from GEMA is here to talk about Severe Weather Week - each day this week is focusing on awareness of 

another serious situation we can face any year. 

3/9/11  12pm  1:30 

Georgia isn't the only state seeing significant flooding. Heavy rain is flooding the streets of New Orleans. Roads in 

low lying areas are now underwater as thunderstorms drench the city. Police also had to rescue passengers stranded 

in their floating cars. Several schools were closed due to the rising water. 

3/11/11  12pm  1:23 

It's a struggle, but residents of quake ravaged Kobe, Japan are trying to resume their normal daily routine. After 

another strong aftershock hits, the latest of more than a thousand since last week's earthquake. They are busy trying 

to get a place to live. 

3/14  GDA  3:00 

Tim English from the Atlanta Red Cross updates us on rescue and relief efforts in Japan following the earthquake 

and tsunami. 

 

3/16/11  5pm  1:15 

A ruptured water main created a huge sinkhole this morning in a Dekalb county neighborhood. The 36-inch main 

ruptured on Parkhill drive off Glenwood Road. Homeowners and a nearby elementary school were without water for 

about an hour.  

 

Government Operation and Organization 

1/3/11  6pm  0:25 

The September 11th Aid Bill, is now law. The $4.2 billion dollar measure provides financial aid to survivors of the 

911 terror attacks. It also provides help to first-responders who became ill after working in the ruins of the world 

trade center. 

 

http://www.ready.ga.gov/
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1/5/11  11pm  0:15 

Police have been knocking on doors in southwest Atlanta looking for clues to help them solve a series of murders. 

They're looking for information about the murders of Kelvin Washington on December 26th, Wayne Wright on 

Griffin Street in early December and Rachel Jones; shot and killed at a party in October on Donald Lee Hollowell 

Parkway. 

1/8/11  11pm  0:14 

Changes to Georgia's tax code should not raise or lower state tax collections. That's the resolution adopted by the 

special council on tax reform and fairness for Georgia. The legislature created the panel to reform the state's taxes. 

1/15/11  12pm  0:30 

King ceremonies drew huge crowds in cities nationwide. The reverend Bernice King, Dr. King's youngest daughter, 

spoke at De-Paul University. Bernice king's speech followed Chicago's annual King Day Peace March. 

1/21/11  6pm  0:25 

The FBI calls it one of its biggest mafia busts. Federal agents rounded up more than a hundred suspected mobsters in 

the northeast. The charges range from murder to extortion and drug trafficking. 

1/26/11  11pm  0:25 

House and senate negotiators held their first public meeting today on a new transportation funding bill. The 

transportation measure would divide Georgia into 12 regions. Each region would hold a referendum on a one-

percent sales tax for a list of transportation projects. 

1/26  5pm  0:20 

State tax officials say they have reissued all of the income tax refunds mistakenly withdrawn from Georgians' bank 

accounts. A computer glitch caused state tax refunds to be taken back from 32-thousand taxpayers. As a result, some 

people bounced checks. 

 

2/1/11  6pm  0:20 

Georgia's "Move Over" law requires drivers to "move over" one lane for emergency vehicles stopped on the side of 

the road. It was passed after a "growing number" of police and emergency officials were killed while on the 

roadways. Drivers caught breaking the law face a $500 fine. 

2/7-8/11, 3/23/11, 3/30/11    6 & 10 p.m.  00:41:45 

The I-Team investigates illegal immigrants working on government projects. Our undercover investigation showed 

how bricklayers were not required to document their citizenship to work construction projects for schools, housing 

projects and the military. 

3/1/11  12pm  1:15 

A program designed to reduce the leading cause of death to children ages six to fourteen is underway in Atlanta. 

Sponsors of the plan want to encourage parents to use seat belts and child safety seats. The Lawrenceville police 

department is also promoting the program. 

3/1/11  6pm  0:20 

There are millions of dollars worth of unclaimed tax refunds sitting at the Internal Revenue Service. The IRS says 

that $73 million dollars in tax refunds that were sent to some 84-thousand taxpayers this year, did not reach the 

destination. In most cases, the post office returned the checks as undeliverable because the taxpayers had moved. 

3/2  GDA  3:30 

US Attorney Sally Yates joins us to discuss the federal office's push to stop prescription drug abuse. 
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3/3 

It’s now harder than ever to get into the military.  According to the numbers, for the first time the four largest 

branches of the service - the Army, Navy, Air Force and Marines - are far exceeding their recruiting goals. About 99 

percent of enlistees have a high school diploma, and scores on the military entrance exam are the highest in the 

history of the all-volunteer force.   

 

3/7  GDA  2:30 

Disability Dogs: A new program in North Georgia is helping connect adults with developmental disabilities with the 

dog training community. A non-profit group is helping the men and women get hands on experience with a variety 

of dogs (dog grooming, nutrition, training)...and help them improve their own life skills in the process. The adults 

are brought to the dogs where the training happens.  

 

3/9  GDA  5:00 

Joye Burton from the Governor Office of Highway Safety joins us to talk about the booster Seat Law.  She’ll 

demonstrate how to properly install the booster seat and show the difference between them and a child car seat.  

 

3/9  GDA  3:00 

What's really in the new Healthcare Law?   A lot of people are confused about what's in the new law and how it 

affects them.   Now there's a new website available to help people get the facts.    It was created by AARP, and other 

medical groups.  Pamela Roshell from Georgia AARP will be here to look at some of the common misconceptions 

about the law, and how this site can help. 

 

3/22  GDA  4:00 

As a member of the House Energy & Commerce committee, Rep. Phil Gingrey (R) - Nuclear Energy believes it is a 

huge mistake halting nuclear energy development.  He firmly believes that we need these nuclear power plants.  He 

joins us to discuss the energy security and nuclear plant future in Georgia. 

 

Family/Youth/Student 

1/2/11  12pm  0:25 

Dekalb County is putting a spotlight on bullying; declaring January "Bullying Awareness Month." the 30-day 

campaign will highlight the system's anti-bullying policy, cyber bullying policy, and provide prevention education 

for teachers, students and parents.   

1/5/11  11pm  0:25 

A massive search is underway for an Oglethorpe University Student, Erik Downes, who disappeared in the waters 

off Costa Rica. The 20 year-old got caught in a rip tide while swimming Tuesday afternoon and he hasn’t been seen 

since.  

1/14/11  11pm  0:20 

Police say Facebook helped them break up a party with underage drinkers. Investigators say they received an 

anonymous call from someone saying they saw pictures online of an underage party. All the kids were charged with 

underage drinking.  

1/16/11  12pm  1:38 

The "salute to greatness" awards dinner, honors people who follow in Doctor Martin Luther King Junior's footsteps. 

Members of the King family took a moment to talk about the shooting rampage in Arizona that killed six and left 

congresswoman Gabby Giffords in critical condition. 
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1/17  GDA  4:00 

Agatha Achindu-founder of Yummy Spoonfuls (organic baby food) - is here with to show and tell why it's so 

important to start your baby off with healthy foods and nutrition. 

 

1/27  GDA  2:30 

Live satellite with Glee's Matthew Morrison...  Morrison is spearheading this years Oscar Mayer Good Mood 

Mission campaign and inviting America to do and then share their good deeds at facebook.com/OscarMayer. This 

can be as simple as saying thank you to your bus driver or making your family’s favorite Sunday breakfast on 

Tuesday. Anything you do to help make someone’s day a little better. 

 

1/28  GDA  3:30 

Cheer for your town's chance to win a share of $7.5 million dollars in funds and promotional support.   Super Model 

Nikki Taylor is here with the We Hear You America - an initiative of Reader's Digest where readers write in about 

their hometown and why it deserves some money for community projects. 

 

1/31  GDA  3:00 

Atlanta Dream owner Kathy Betty and head coach Marynell Meadors are stopping by to promote "National Girls 

and Women in Sports Day" (Wednesday February 2.) They will discuss the importance of girls participating in 

sports and despite Title IX women sports still lag significantly behind men. Kathy, in particular, is passionate about 

the subject and how girl’s participation in sports translates to success later in life, all the way up the corporate 

ladder. Coach Meadors would also offer some great insight, as she is one of the pioneers of women’s basketball, 

actually founded the program at Tennessee Tech and is being inducted in the Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame. 

2/3/11  11pm  0:20 

The Consumer Product Safety Commission said today that the Safetycraft drop-side cribs have hardware that can 

fail; it puts babies at risk of strangling or suffocating. The CPSC said anyone using the cribs should stop 

immediately.  

2/11  GDA  4:00 

Laura Powell from Atlanta Parent Magazine is here to preview the two Camp Expos for 2011.  The Camp Expos 

provides an opportunity for families to preview the best camp offerings in Metro Atlanta, the Southeast and beyond 

in a tradeshow-style setting. From traditional outdoor summer camps to specialized day and overnight camps, there 

are scores to choose from for kids ranging from preschool to 18 years old. Meet face-to-face with camp directors 

and former campers, see informational videos and pick up brochures. 

 

2/24  GDA  3:30 

Pediatrician Tracey Nailor looks at the importance of family dinners for physical and mental health.   

 

2/24  GDA  3:00 

From women’s health to understanding teen slang, Parent Palooza is the ultimate parenting event.   Stacy Kent & 

Eric Sepeda join us to discuss the event. 

3/1/11  6pm  0:15 

Two Chapel Hill Middle School students have been suspended, and a third expelled after criticizing one of their 

teachers on a Facebook posting. 12-year old honor roll student, Alejandra Sosa, got angry with her teacher and 

called him a pedophile among other things. Two of her friends also made derogatory postings about the same 

teacher. 

3/2/11  5pm  0:20 

Our I-Team uncovered when the court ordered mediation scheduled in the Bishop Eddie Long case took place. We 

learned about the explosive interaction between bishop long and the four young men suing him for sexual 

misconduct. 

3/7  GDA  4:00 

Let's Panic About Babies.... two mommy-bloggers - Alice Bradley and Eden Kennedy has combined their years of 

experience and their senses of humor to come up with the anti-guide to having a baby.  The two have taken the 
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serious, judgmental tone of traditional baby books and turning in a no-facts-too-gross real-life guide to everything a 

woman’s body goes through-as well as what to do with your baby when you get it home. 

 

3/16  GDA  2:30 

Cobb Alcohol Taskforce will host a sale of previously adored prom dresses and accessories benefitting the Cobb 

Alcohol Taskforce's efforts to secure non-profit status. Dresses will be priced from $25 - $100 and include designer 

selections in various styles, colors and sizes. All sales are final and only cash will be accepted. The Cobb Alcohol 

Taskforce works to reduce underage and youth binge drinking. 

3/16/11  6pm  0:20 

The, “Teen Curfew Ordinance,” in Jonesboro targets parents of kids who are out too late. Jonesboro has an 11 p-m 

curfew for kids under 16. The city council unanimously Okayed a revision that holds parents accountable if their 

kids are out past curfew without adult supervision. 

3/18/11  10pm  2:00 

Family members of 17-year old Fabian Avery want to know what happened to him after he was sent from the Fulton 

County Jail to the Pelham pre release center. They say for days he complained of feeling ill and they were reassured 

by the jail Avery was ok. Jail officials say a doctor examined Avery as recently as 5pm Thursday evening; he was 

found dead the following morning. 

3/23  GDA  2:30 

They don’t call it the World Wide Web for nothing.  What we post on social media sites, many of us consider our 

business.    But more and more employers are considering your thoughts “bad for business”.  Tacoma Perry explains 

why your facebook posts or tweets might not be as private as you might think. 

 

3/28  GDA  2:30 

Many women are finding themselves trying to re-enter the job market after years of raising a family.  Not only are 

their skills outdated, but the job market is tight. iRelaunch is hosting Return to Work Conference tomorrow at 

Emory University.  The conference is geared toward professional women and offers tips & trends. 

 

3/30  GDA  2:00 

Picking a Summer Camp:  The better business bureau is warning parents to choose the child's summer camp 

carefully.  There is no government oversight when it comes to summer camps. The BBB has tips for looking past the 

glossy brochures and sales pitch. 

 

3/31  GDA  2:30 

Parents against Distracted Driving:  In June, PADD will hold its inaugural Walk and Talk Against Distracted 

Driving.  It's meant to raise awareness of the harm distracted driving can cause teens.  

 

Crime/Violence 

1/1/11  12pm  0:15 

Authorities say a fight started between two MARTA customers at the station, which escalated and ended in the death 

of one of them. Police sources say the victim was stabbed. Witnesses say he was a man in his teens.  

1/4/11  6pm  2:00   

Officers tell us 30-year old Gregory Favors murdered trooper Chadwick Lecroy, in northwest Atlanta.  When 

trooper Lecroy approached the vehicle, investigators say favors opened fire, killing him. The whole thing was 

caught on dash-cam video. 

1/4/11  10pm  1:10 

48-year-old Hemy Neuman is charged with the murder of 36-year-old Rusty Sneiderman. We've learned he's a 

father of three who works as an operating and quality manager at GE's energy building in Marietta. 
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1/5/11  12pm  0:15 

Detectives tell us two brothers were walking down Wells street last night when someone came up to the pair and 

opened fire. One of the brothers died on the scene. The other was rushed to Grady Memorial Hospital. They say they 

do not have a motive or a suspect in the shooting.  

1/12/11  11pm  0:20   

Debbie Narvaez is a dancer at the burlesque show at the "Luxor" Hotel. She's been missing since December 12
th

, 

when she headed out to visit an ex-boyfriend. 

 

1/20/11  12pm  1:15 

A man targeted by an armed robber turned the tables on the suspect. Atlanta police say the victim opened fire and 

killed the robber. Investigators tell us the man was leaving the Graveyard Tavern on Glenwood Avenue around 

midnight with a woman. When they got into their vehicle, a man walked up, pulled out a gun and demanded money. 

1/21/11  12pm  0:25 

A Buckhead neighborhood is on edge following a string of sexual assaults. Police say three times this month, a man 

has entered apartments near Lenox Road and Peachtree Park Drive, and sexually assaulted female residents. 

Investigators tell us there are enough similarities in the cases to make them believe they are related. 

1/21/11  12pm  1:00 

According to police, one armored car driver was inside the hospital, another in the truck when the man in the truck 

was approached by two armed masked men: demanding cash. The cash was loaded into a rental truck which police 

chased down moments later. 

1/23/11  12pm  0:26 

Police are offering a two-thousand dollar reward in the case of an innocent bystander killed by stray gunfire. The 

couple was getting ready for a party with some friends. Police say one of those friends was shot outside during an 

attempted robbery. 

1/24/11  12pm  0:20 

Police in Morrow are working to track down a hit and run driver, who they say, left a man seriously injured in the 

middle of the road. It happened right outside morrow city hall. The 50-year-old man was left unconscious after the 

car hit him. 

1/30/11  6pm  2:00 

A 21 year old man was found lying between two cars outside the nightclub. He was rushed to Grady Memorial 

Hospital where he was pronounced dead. Investigators remained at the club for several hours, gathering whatever 

evidence they could from the scene. They tell us that a dispute started in the bar which spilled over into the parking 

lot. 

2/9/11  11pm  1:24 

Elvis Garcia is charged with killing three year old, Edward. Authorities also believe he critically wounded three year 

old son Joshua and stabbed himself to appear to be a victim. Authorities suspect the killing may have something to 

do with an ongoing custody dispute.  

2/9/11  11pm  0:20 

Cemetery thieves strike again in Newton County. Less than a week after thieves stole 34 brass vases from 

Lawnwood Memorial Park, now more than 40 more are gone. Police believe the thieves are selling them for scrap 

metal. 

2/16/11  5pm  1:14 

A 68-year-old man is accused of raping a woman the day after Christmas in the Virginia Highland. Police arrested 

parker after getting more than 2 dozen leads from a composite sketch of the attacker. 
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2/16  GDA  3:00 

February is Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month -One in four teens in a relationship say that they have been 

called names, harassed or put down by their partners through cell phones or texting.  One in three teens say they are 

text messaged up to 30 times an hour by a partner or ex-partner inquiring where they are, what they are doing, or 

who they are with.  One in two teens believe computers and cell phones make teen dating abuse more likely and 

make it easier to conceal abuse from parents.   We’ll be joined by Erica Bullock and Cathy Willis Spraetz -CEO, 

Partnership against Domestic Violence to talk about the problem.   

 

2/18  GDA  3:00 

Dr. Izzeldin Abuelaish -author of "I Shall Not Hate" ... after his three daughters and niece were killed in a bombing 

in Israel - the Palestinian born, Israeli, Egyptian and American educated medical doctor has worked in Israel for 

years and while the tragedy could have understandably turned his grief into rage and anger - he is practicing 

forgiveness and helping spread that word as a way to peace. 

 

2/18/11  5pm  1:45 

A new report in a national magazine calls Atlanta the second most dangerous city in the country. But Atlanta leaders 

dispute the crime data. Claiming the analysis is simply wrong.  

 2/20/11  12pm  0:15 

A high school senior died today, hours after police say he was shot in the head. Gwinnett county police say the teen 

was shot at a friend's house in Snellville. The shooter was a 12-year-old girl. 

 

2/21/11  12pm  2:00 

State troopers say 17-year-old Jason Lark lost control of his SUV early Saturday on Pleasant Drive. He's been also 

been charged with DUI. 16-year-old Cheyenne Sauls was one of four passengers in the vehicle. We're told she was 

thrown from the SUV and killed. 

2/24/11  12pm  0:18 

Police are now confirming that two dogs in Cherokee County were in fact poisoned with antifreeze. The Barone 

family had to put down their 5-year- old beagle and 1-year-old boxer mix after the pair became sick. Autopsy results 

show they had been given antifreeze. 

2/26/11  5pm  0:15 

Test results are back concerning a so-called "super meth lab" at a home in Smyrna. DEA agents raided the home and 

seized nearly 40 pounds of methamphetamine. According to the EPA, soil samples collected from the backyard of 

the Smyrna home have shown no signs of serious contamination. 

2/27/11  5pm  0:10 

A Stone Mountain community is coming together to calm fears and asks for help to find the man who attacked a 

woman inside a church. Investigators say a man banged on the church doors; when an employee answered, he 

stormed inside and sexually assaulted her. 

3/1/11  6pm  2:00 

A group of squatters set up house in a neighborhood of 300-thousand dollar homes. Even after police were called 

and the builder confronted them; we found them still in the house. 

3/8/11  5pm  2:00   

Some home and business owners in Forest Park are upset over the theft of dozens of air conditioning units. The 

thieves are tearing them apart and cashing in on the copper parts. Damage from the thefts is estimated at 27 thousand 

dollars.  

3/15/11  6pm  0:20 

Investigators say they found the victim on a sidewalk around ten o’clock last night on Northwood Drive off of 

Roswell Road. Officers say he was shot multiple times in the back. The victim, believed to be between 14 and 18 

years old.  
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3/16/11  12pm  0:10 

An armored car driver shot during a robbery died. Police are looking for his killer. It happened in the Toco Hills 

shopping center on Lavista road in Dekalb County. 

3/16  GDA  3:30 

Adam Walsh was abducted and murdered on July 27, 1981. The case went unsolved for over 25 years. At the 

request of America's Most Wanted's John Walsh, and his wife Reve, decorated Miami police detective Joe Matthews 

finally identified Adam's killer in 2008.   BRINGING ADAM HOME: THE ABDUCTION THAT CHANGED 

AMERICA by Les Standiford and Det. Sgt. Joe Matthews reconstructs that infamous crime, details its aftermath, 

including the extraordinary accomplishments of the Walshs’ in transforming the nation's responses to such crimes, 

the formation of Amber Alerts, Levi's Call and the national center for Missing and Exploited Children as well as 

Walsh's own America's Most Wanted.    

 

3/21  GDA  2:30 

In 2010, the state of Georgia ranked fourth in the country for identity theft complaints.  Georgia had more than 9-

thousand complaints, most of them (2,882) from government documents/benefits fraud.   Atlanta fares a little better 

ranking 19th.  Tacoma Perry talks to a identity theft victim and someone from the Federal Trade Commission 

 

3/23/11  6pm  0:35  

A massive manhunt is underway for the man accused of gunning down two Athens police officers. Cops are looking 

for 33 year old Jamie Hood. Investigators say Hood shot and killed Athens-Clarke county senior police officer 

Elmer "buddy" Christian. Authorities tell us police stopped hood and another man at an apartment complex after the 

two carjacked a vehicle. The first man was arrested, but hood got away. 

Wednesday’s Child 

1/12/11 6pm  2:00 

Jacob is an 8th grader this year.  He likes math. In his spare time, you can find him playing video games and 

listening to music. Jacob has been in care since he was 8.  He's the first one to tell you, he's ready for a permanent, 

loving home. 

1/19/11  6pm 2:37 

14-year-old Bobby has officially been adopted by Mister Vincent Mccrea. The two signed the necessary documents 

at the National Adoption Day ceremony at the Fulton County Juvenile Court. Bobby is thrilled with his new dad and 

his two new brothers. Bobby was first featured on Wednesday's Child back in 2008.  

2/8/11  6pm  2:15 

Odalis is in 9th grade. Her favorite subjects are science and language arts. She's your typical teen. Odalis has been in 

foster care for 7 years. She has a 6 year old brother and a 3 year old sister in foster care too. She rarely gets to see 

them and can only dream of all of them being adopted by a single family. 

2/16/11 6pm  2:40 

Jessica is a huge P. Diddy fan. She was afforded an opportunity to have lunch at the superstar's Buckhead eatery: 

Justin's. She jumped at the chance. Jessica says music has a special place in her heart. 

2/23/11 6pm  2:14 

Twin brothers are ringside under the big top at Turner Field. They're third-graders, who like football and both hope 

to play pro ball. The boys are fortunate, they live together right now in the same foster home. They want a certain 

kind of family. Their adoptive parents will need energy for sure.  

3/9/11  6pm  2:20 

Devontae and Anastasia were given exclusive access to the wonderful world of Peter Pan. The show is playing at the 

360 Theatre in downtown Atlanta. The siblings learned just how difficult it is to control those high flying acts.  
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Devontae and Anastasia have been in foster care for several years. They are currently living apart but they long for a 

home where they can live together as a family.  

3/16/11 6pm  2:54 

The luck of the Irish was certainly shining down on Rosie when she spent the day at Dan and Company Studios in 

Dunwoody.  Rosie was determined to master Irish dancing. It’s pretty much her approach to most things in her life.  

This 8th grader loves science and dreams of a career as an actress or author. Rosie says its tough being in foster care.  

She’s a well adjusted teen who longs for a permanent family. 

3/30/11 6pm  2:30 

Joshua was thrilled when he spent the day as an Atlanta firefighter. His visit was so special even the fire chief came 

out. The crew was serious about putting Joshua through the paces. He shared a special bond with Lieutenant 

Kendale Mitchell, who spent six years in foster care as a young man, before he was officially adopted. 
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Community Affairs 

Issue-Oriented Community Projects 

January - March 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

JANUARY 

 

Project Overcoat  

 

In cooperation with the Atlanta Union Mission, United Way of Metro Atlanta Federal Express and Kroger Stores, 

FOX 5 was the media sponsor for Georgia’s largest coat and blanket drive for homeless and needy families. 

 

To promote the event, FOX 5 produced and aired a three week PSA schedule and produced several live remotes 

during the weathercasts throughout Good Day Atlanta and the evening news.  During the drive, approximately 

25,000 coats and blankets were collected and distributed to 60 non-profit organizations including homeless shelters 

throughout metro Atlanta. 

 

 

FEBRUARY 

 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Commemorative Service 

 

FOX 5 produced a live 2 ½ hour broadcast as well as live streaming video on myfoxatlanta.com of the annual 

commemorative service held at Horizon Sanctuary at Ebenezer Baptist Church.  The station also produced and aired 

a promotional schedule and provided a News Anchor as host. 

 

The Commemorative Service celebrated the 43
rd

 anniversary of Dr. King’s death.  Attendees included leaders from 

the local and civic communities, dignitaries from around the world, and ecumenical representatives from through out 

Georgia. 

 

 

 

 


