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Quarterly Issues Report 
WEDH, WEDN, WEDW and WEDY (Connecticut Public Broadcasting, Inc.) 

 
FOR THE PERIOD OF OCTOBER 1, 2013 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2013 

 
The licensee of stations has determined that the following issues were of importance to the residents of 
Connecticut during the past three months and has aired the following programs to address these issues: 
 
 

1. Arts/Culture/Performance  
 
Connecticut’s Cultural Treasures 
10/3/13 – 12/26/13   8:00p.m.  6 Minutes 
 
This weekly “mini” series highlights places of artistic, cultural or historical significance encouraging 
pride of place, tourism and education.  Some of the featured locations include Stonington Borough,  
Elizabeth Park, The Yale Museum of British Art and The Nathan Hale Homestead. 
 
Carol Burnett: The Mark Twain Prize 
11/24/13    8:00p.m.  2 hours 
Carol Burnett -- comedic icon and all round performing legend -- is thee guest of honor when, for the 
16th year, the comedy world convenes in Washington, DC to toast this year's recipient of the Kennedy  
Center's Mark Twain Prize for American Humor. The all-star cast includes Julie Andrews, Lucie  
Arnaz, Tony Bennett, Tim Conway, Tina Fey, Rashida Jones, Vicki Lawrence, Amy Poehler, Maya  
Rudolph, Martin Short and Rosemary Watson. The program features an assortment of comedic 
 highlights from Burnett's half century in show business. 
 
Silent Night 
12/22/13    12:30p.m. 2 hours 
 
This opera recounts the true story of the World War I Christmas Eve truce. For one magical evening on  
December 24, 1914, French, German and British soldiers laid down their arms and joined in a  
spontaneous celebration reflecting the peace, fellowship and humanity of the season. Based on the 
Academy Award-nominated film Joyeux Noel, this two-act production was commissioned by the  
Minnesota Opera and premiered in November 2012 to national acclaim, including a Pulitzer Prize for  
Music for composer Kevin Puts. With a libretto by Mark Campbell, "Silent Night" is sung in French,  
English, German, Italian and Latin with English subtitles. 
 
 
 
2. American History/Biography 
 
African Americans: Many Rivers To Cross 
10/22 – 11/26  8:00p.m.   6/60 minutes episodes 
 
The Black Atlantic explores the truly global experiences that created the African American people. 
Beginning a full century before the first documented '20-and-odd' slaves arrived at Jamestown, 
Virginia, the episode portrays the earliest Africans, both slave and free, who arrived on these shores. 
But the Trans-Atlantic slave trade would soon become a vast empire connecting three continents. 
Through stories of individuals caught in its web, like a ten-year-old girl named Priscilla who was 
transported from Sierra Leone to South Carolina in the mid-18th century, we trace the emergence of 
plantation slavery in the American South. The late 18th century saw a global explosion of freedom 
movements, and The Black Atlantic examines what that Era of Revolutions-American, French and 
Haitian-would mean for African Americans, and for slavery in America. 
 
 
War of the Worlds: American Experience 
10/31/13   9:00p.m.   60 minutes 
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To coincide with the 75th anniversary of Orson Welles' infamous radio drama, "War of the Worlds" 
explores this unprecedented and little understood event. With the CBS radio broadcast serving as its 
narrative spine, the film examines the elements that together created one of the biggest mass hysteria 
events in U.S. history, including our longtime fascination with life on Mars; the emergence of radio as 
a powerful new medium; the shocking Hindenburg explosion of 1937, the first disaster to broadcast 
live; and the creative wunderkind Orson Welles, the 23-year-old director of the drama and mischief 
maker supreme. Public reaction, forever immortalized in thousands of letters written to CBS, the 
Federal Communications Commission and Mr. Wells himself, are dramatized in on-camera interviews, 
bringing to life the people who listened that night to the broadcast and thought it was either awfully 
good fun or the end of the world. 
 
Jimi Hendrix: American Masters 
11/5/13   9:00p.m.   2 hours 
 
This documentary unveils previously unseen performance footage and home movies while sourcing an 
extensive archive of photographs, drawings, family letters and more to provide new insight into the 
musician's personality and genius with interviews with Hendrix himself, commentary from well-known 
friends and musicians as well as revealing glimpses into Jimi from those closest to him. The film 
details the meteoric rise of the Experience, the creation of his groundbreaking music, the building of 
Electric Lady Studios, his state of the art recording facility in Greenwich Village, and concludes with 
poignant footage from his final performance in Germany in September 1970, 12 days before his death 
at 27. A pioneering electric guitarist, Hendrix had only four years of mainstream exposure and 
recognition, but his influential music and riveting stage presence left an enduring legacy.  
 
JFK: American Experience 
11/11/13 & 11/12/13  8:00p.m.   2-2 hour episodes 
 
This biography provides a fresh look at an enigmatic man, who remains one of the nation's most 
beloved and mourned leaders. Beginning with Kennedy's childhood years the film explores his early 
political career as a lackluster congressman, his successful run for the U.S. Senate and the game-
changing presidential campaign that made him the youngest elected president in U.S. history. With the 
benefit of recently opened archives, the film recounts his struggles with life-threatening illnesses and 
his efforts to keep them hidden from the public. JFK offers new perspective on his complicated private 
life, including his relationship with his wife, his close connection to his younger brother, Robert and 
his complex bond with his powerful father. It also reevaluates Kennedy's strengths and weaknesses in 
the Oval Office as he navigated some of the most explosive events of the mid-20th century -- the 
disastrous failure at the Bay of Pigs, the urgent demands of an increasingly impatient civil rights 
movement, the Cuban Missile Crisis, and the escalating conflict in Southeast Asia. 
 
Apollo 17: The Untold Story of the Last Men on the Moon 
12/25/13   9:00p.m.   60 minutes 
 
On the 25th May 1961, President John F. Kennedy committed the resources of our nation and launched 
Project Apollo - the greatest technological undertaking in the history of mankind. But in 1972, only 
two years after Neil Armstrong first walked on the moon, public and political interest in Apollo had 
dwindled. The final moon landing occurred in December 1972. Apollo 17 recounts that historic 
voyage. 
 
 
3. CRIME/LEGAL ISSUES/LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 

       PBS NewsHour 
       10/3/13  7:00p.m.          60 minutes (Segment Length:  00:07:37) 
 
       A suspect killed at the end of a car chase from White House to Capitol: When a car hit the  
       barricades at the White House, police confronted the female driver before she began a high-speed  
       chase up Constitution Avenue. Their pursuit ended on Capitol Hill with gunshots fired by 
       authorities. Gwen Ifill talks to Todd Zwillich of Public Radio International and WNYC about the   
       dramatic and deadly incident. 
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Frontline A Death In Saint Augustine 
11/26/13   10:00p.m.  60 minutes 
 
On the night she broke up with her boyfriend, a Florida deputy sheriff, Michelle O'Connell was found 
dead from a gunshot in the mouth. Next to her was her boyfriend's semi-automatic service pistol. The 
sheriff's office called it suicide, but was it? FRONTLINE and The New York Times investigate this 
death of a young, single mother, and what can go wrong when the police are faced with domestic 
violence allegations within their own ranks. 
 
How Sherlock Changed the World 
12/17/13   10:00p.m.  2 hours 
 
Sherlock Holmes was a scientist who used chemistry, bloodstains and minute traces of evidence to 
catch the criminal. In an era when eyewitness reports and "'smoking gun" evidence were needed to 
convict criminals and police incompetence meant that Jack the Ripper stalked the streets freely, 
Holmes' crime-scene methods were revolutionary. Forensic scientists, crime historians and Sherlockian 
experts reveal for the first time the astonishing impact the fictional detective had on the development 
of real-life criminal investigation and forensic techniques. Using a mix of interviews, drama 
reconstruction and archives, this program tells the story of the impact and legacy of the most famous 
crime fighter in history. 
 
 
4. HEALTH/HEALTHCARE 
 
Frontline League of Denial 
10/8/13   9:00p.m.   2 hours 
The NFL, a multibillion-dollar commercial juggernaut, presides over America's indisputable national 
pastime. But the NFL is under assault as thousands of former players and a host of scientists claim the 
league has covered up how football inflicted long-term brain injuries on many players. In a special 
investigation, FRONTLINE and prize-winning journalists Steve Fainaru and Mark Fainaru-Wada of 
ESPN reveal the hidden story of the NFL and brain injuries, drawn from their forthcoming book. What 
did the NFL know and when did it know it? What's the truth about the risks to players? What can be 
done? The FRONTLINE investigation details how, for years, the league denied and worked to refute 
scientific evidence that the violent collisions at the heart of the game are linked to an alarming 
incidence of early onset dementia, catastrophic brain damage, death, and other devastating 
consequences for some of football's all-time greats. 
 
Hole In the Wall Gang: A Different Kind of Healing 
11/17/13   10:30a.m.  30 Minutes 
 
Through the eyes of four children and their families, The Hole in the Wall Gang Camp: A Different 
Kind of Healing tells the story of how the fun, acceptance and community of Camp programs break 
through the isolation of serious illness to provide a unique healing experience. 
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4. EDUCATION/COMMUNITY/GOVERNMENT 
 
Independent Lens The Graduates 
10/28/13 & 11/14/13  10:00p.m.  2/60 Minutes 
 
This mini-series is a journey into the heart of American education. More than a survey of 
contemporary policy challenges, it is an intimate and honest exploration of how students, their families 
and teachers are faring in a stressed public education system, during a politically complex climate, and 
during an unforgiving global economy. This is a story about how Latino students are faring in our 
nation's public education system, but it is also a story about the American future. 
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Give It All Away: Newman’s Own Recipe for Success 
12/17/13   8:00p.m.   30 minutes 
The documentary chronicles the path of the Newman’s Own Foundation food company – the highly 
regarded brainchild of Paul Newman – as it has evolved and provided millions of dollars for a variety 
of charities across the nation, including many from Connecticut.  The program features the evolution 
of several nonprofit organizations that have benefited from the generosity of Newman’s Own 
Foundation.  Organizations featured include: Shining Hope for Communities, Wholesome Wave, 
Fidelco and Serious Fun. 
 

 


