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1 Community
Focus

Mary Helen Richer, 
Executive Director Autism
Society of Greater 
Cincinnati

April is Autism 
Awareness 
Month; how 
Covid has 
affected those 
with Autism

Prevalence of autism in the United States is 
estimated at 1 in 54 births, and about 1 
percent of the world population has autism. 
Boys are four times more likely as girls to be 
diagnosed.

Mary Helen shared some myths and facts 
about autism and the diagnosis of autism, as 
well as how the Autism Society Greater 
Cincinnati has been able to adapt and 
continue to provide much-needed support 
and services to their clients  despite the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

April  3rd, 
4th, and 6th 
2021

WCVX  Saturday at 10:45 am and Sunday @ 7:15 
pm

WGRI  Saturday @ 5:15 pm and Tuesday @ 4:45 
pm

2 Community
Focus

 Andrea Johnson, 
Community Relations 
Director, LifeCenter 
Organ Donor Network 

April is Donate 
Life Month LifeCenter serves more than 2 million people 

and works with 46 facilities to make 
organ,eye, and tissue donation possible as 
the Organ Procurement Organization serving
16 counties throughout the Tri-State.
A single donor can potentially enhance the 
lives of up to 75 or more through tissue 
donation. 
Andrea shared how LifeCenter partners with 
hospitals and supports families through the 
organ donation process, as well as some 
misconceptions people often have about 
eligibility for donation, or how the process 
works. 

April  10th,
11th and  13th

WCVX  Saturday @ 10:45 am Sunday @ 9:15 am 

WGRI Saturday @ 5:15 pm and Tuesday @ 4:45 
pm

3 Community
Focus

 Executive Director, Bob 
Wilson, and Therapeutic 
Foster Care & Adoption 
Director, Ron Bertsch, 
DCCH

April is Child 
Abuse 
Awareness 
Month

Conversation centered around the overall 
work of DCCH. Signs to be aware of if a child 
may be suffering from abuse or neglect. 
Kentucky has the unfortunate distinction of 
being ranked number one nationwide for 
child abuse cases. During COVID, there was a 
decline in reported cases of child 
abuse/neglect, but that is believed to be the 

April 17th,
18th, and

20th

WCVX Saturday @ 10:45 am Sunday @ 9:15 am 

WGRI  Saturday @ 5:15 pm and Tuesday @ 4:45  
pm



result of children not being in school 

 

4 Community 
Focus

 Margo Spence, President
and CEO, First Step 
Home, Women’s 
Residential Drug 
Treatment Facility

Substance Abuse
Recovery for 
Women in  
Cincinnati 

First Step Home in Cincinnati is a women's 
treatment facility for substance abuse 
disorder with varying levels of care--including
a unique residential program which allows 
children up to age 12 to live with their 
mothers while they are in treatment 
programs.

Margo shared about the different reasons 
women may struggle with substance abuse, 
and why it's so important to remove some of 
the barriers (such as wanting to take care of 
their children, but needing in-patient care) to 
helping women achieve sobriety. First Step 
Home offers women varying levels of 
treatment based on their assessment, from 
residential to outpatient, and even a 
maternal program for pregnant women 
struggling with addiction.

May 1, 2,
and 4th, 2021

WCVX Saturday @10:45 am Sunday @9:15 
am
WGRI Saturday @ 5:15 pm Tuesday @4:45 
pm

5 Community
Focus

Laura Morgan, Associate 
Executive Director, Cystic 
Fibrosis Foundation 
Greater Cincinnati 
Chapter

May is Cystic 
Fibrosis 
Awareness 
Month

Cystic Fibrosis is a genetically inherited 
disease that causes persistent lung infections
and makes it difficult to breathe. More than 
30,000 children and adults in the US are 
living with CF. More than 75% of people with 
CF are diagnosed by age 2, and life 
expectancy has increased from about age 31 
to age 44 as of 2017. The Cystic Fibrosis 
Foundation Central Ohio Chapter partners 
with patients and families to provide support
and connection throughout their CF journey. 

May 8th,
May 9th, and

May 11th,
2021

WCVX Saturday @ 10:45 am Sunday @ 9:15 am 

WGRI Tuesday @ 4:45  and Saturday @ 5:15 pm

6 Community
Focus

Suzanne Tierney, CEO, 
Lupus Foundation of 
America Greater Ohio 
Chapter

May is Lupus 
Awareness 
Month

Suzanne shared that approximately 60,000 
individuals in the state of Ohio are dealing 
with lupus, which is an autoimmune disease 
that causes various forms of inflammation in 
the body, and can impact the body both 
internally and externally. Women are more 
likely to be diagnosed, but men who are 
diagnosed with lupus often have more 
severe symptoms.
The Lupus Foundation of America Greater 
Ohio Chapter offers education and support 
services for those who have been diagnosed 
with lupus, as well as their families and 
caregivers.

May 22nd,
May 23rd,
and May
25th, 2021

WCVX Saturday @ 10:45 am Sunday @ 9:15 am 

WGRI Tuesday @ 4:45  and Saturday @ 5:15 pm




