
Issue VPR News - Story Narratives Air Date(s) & Length

Agriculture

Vermont Edition checks in on the state's organic dairy industry. What are state officials 

doing to help the small and medium-size organic suppliers secure solid footing going 

forward? Guests include Anson Tebbetts, Vermont secretary of Agriculture, Food and 

Markets; Travis Forgues, Organic Valley's executive vice president of farmer affairs; and 

Tim Roberge, farmer-owner at Oughta-Be Farm in Chelsea, Vt.

3/25/22, 35:59, noon and 

7pm

Agriculture

Trucking milk from farm to plant is vital to the dairy business. But VPR’s Elodie Reed 

reports that Vermont is short on drivers. Broadcast on All Things Considered and Morning 

Edition.

3/23/22, 7:38, 7:50am and 

5:50pm

Agriculture

Many apple trees can grow to 40 feet tall. If you're looking for a more diminutive tree that 

bears fruit and is easier to prune and care for in your smaller yard, VPR’s Mary Engisch 

suggests these varieties. Broadcast during Weekend Edition Sunday. 3/30/22, 6:06, 9:35am

Arts / Culture

Poet, comic book writer and longtime Vermont resident Tom Veitch died last week at the 

age of 80. VPR's Mitch Wertleib spoke with his longtime friend and fellow comics 

collaborator Steve Bissette about Veitch's influence on a generation of graphic novelists 

who grew up admiring his work. Broadcast during Morning Edition. 2/25/22, 8:04, 7:50am

Arts / Culture

An electronic music pioneer who lived for decades in the Upper Valley died last month. 

VPR's Liam Elder-Connors has the story of how Jon Appleton used effects to warp and 

reshape natural sounds or field recordings, and he also helped develop the first 

commercially-available digital synthesizer. Broadcast during Morning Edition and All 

Things Considered.

2/14/22, 5:04, 7:44am and 

4:44pm

Arts / Culture

Ruth Stone authored 13 books of poetry, all while raising three children, largely alone. She 

won the National Book Award, was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize, and was named 

Vermont Poet Laureate in 2007. Vermont Edition’s Mikaela Lefrak talks with Norwich-

based filmmaker Nora Jacobson, who has just completed a documentary about Stone 

that’s been more than a decade in the making.

1/14/22, 14:21, noon and 

7pm
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Business / 

Economics

Vermont Edition's Connor Cyrus talks with lawmakers, fuel dealers and other stakeholders 

about how a proposed Clean Heat Standard could transform the way Vermonters heat 

their homes, businesses and other buildings.

3/23/22, 46:56, noon and 

7pm

Business / 

Economics

As gas prices and home heating fuel prices soar in Vermont, and across the country, 

Vermont Edition's Connor Cyrus hosts a discussion about what's behind the rise in prices 

and what Vermonters can do about it.

3/14/22, 45:05, noon and 

7pm

Education and 

Schools

It’s been over nine months since a majority of staff members at the University of Vermont 

voted to unionize. But VPR's Henry Epp reports that, so far, the union and UVM 

administration have not been able to reach a deal. And according to leaders of the union’s 

bargaining unit, a negotiating session this week didn't bring the sides any closer. 

Broadcast during Morning Edition and All Things Considered

3/18/22, 4:34, 7:44am and 

5:44pm

Education and 

Schools

For two years, teachers and school staff have managed rapidly changing COVID 

protocols. In a series airing all week, independent producer Erica Heilman talks with 

teachers, administrators and staff in the Northeast Kingdom. In this story, Erica speaks 

with Elaine Collins, principal at Newport City Elementary School, about the pervasive 

stress of teaching kids through a pandemic, and the changing role that schools are playing 

in children's lives. Broadcast during All Things Considered and Morning Edition.

3/11/22, 4:57, at 7:44am and 

4:44pm

Health Care / 

Public Health

Every March, medical students anxiously await Match Day, the day the National Resident 

Matching Program tells them where they will be doing their residency and fellowship 

training for the next several years of their lives. Vermont Edition co-host Connor Cyrus 

spoke with two med students: Malla Keefe, who's pursing rural family medicine at the 

Family Medicine Residency of Idaho, and Luke Higgins, who matched with a radiation 

oncology residency at the University of Michigan. 3/25/22, 9:53, noon and 7pm

Health Care / 

Public Health

Last week, the Vermont Attorney General’s Office announced that a bankruptcy 

settlement with opioid maker Purdue Pharma cleared another hurdle. VPR’s Grace 

Benninghoff reports that Vermont could receive up to nearly $38 million under the 

agreement. Broadcast during All Things Considered. 3/21/22, 7:11, 5:50pm

Health Care / 

Public Health

VPR’s Reed Nye reports that a bill that would make it easier to change gender markers on 

birth certificates passed in the Vermont House of Representatives last month. Advocates 

say the bill would make it easier for Vermonters who identify as trans, nonbinary and 

gender nonconforming to match their identity to vital documents. Broadcast during All 

Things Considered and Morning Edition.

3/21/22, 3:54, 4:44pm and 

7:44am

Politics and 

Government 

Lawmakers this winter gave their final approval to a proposed Constitutional amendment, 

known as Proposal Five, that guarantees the “right to personal reproductive liberties.” This 

proposal prompted a process question from a VPR listener for one of our “Ask Bob” 

segments with VPR senior political reporter Bob Kinzel. Suzanne Wooten of Woodstock 

asked, “Can the Vermont Legislature enshrine a law into our Constitution without first 

taking it to the people?” Broadcast during Morning Edition. 3/25/22, 7:38, 7:50am
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Politics and 

Government 

Police officers accused of using excessive force in Vermont rarely face criminal charges. 

That’s left civil lawsuits as one of the only avenues for victims of alleged police misconduct 

to get justice. But VPR’s Liam Elder-Connors reports those cases are hard to win, in part 

because of a legal doctrine called "qualified immunity" that shields officers from many 

claims of wrongdoing. Broadcast during All Things Considered. 3/22/22, 6:56, 5:50pm

Vermont Issues

VPR's Grace Benninghoff reports that author David Holmes had often heard stories about 

his family’s farm as a child visiting his grandparents in Vermont. It wasn’t until he started 

digging into family and state records that he learned how his ancestors’ raised horses and 

managed one of the Northeast’s leading apple orchards during the 19th century. 

Broadcast during All Things Considered. 3/15/22, 7:14, 4:50pm

Vermont Issues
Vermont's maple sugaring season has begun, and host Mikaela Lefrak talks with experts 

and professional sugarers about what is new this year. Broadcast during Vermont Edition. 3/8/22, 27:17, noon and 7pm

Wildlife / 

Environment

VPR’s Abagael Giles reports that in a recent VPR-Vermont PBS poll fifty-eight percent of 

Vermonters surveyed expect climate change will have a "major" impact on life in the state 

over the next 30 years. Broadcast during All Things Considered and Morning Edition.

2/28/22, 6:27, 7:50am and 

5:50pm

Wildlife / 

Environment

In January, a group of nordic skaters were on Lake Winnipesaukee when they came 

across something that shouldn’t have been there. Swimming on a small patch of open 

water were 10 loons. And they were stuck. VPR's Lexi Krupp has the story of how 

biologists rescued them. Broadcast during Morning Edition and All Things Considered.

2/21/22, 6:06 at 7:50a and 

5:50p
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