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98.7 WEPN-FM, which is owned by and licensed to Emmis Broadcasting, is a “sports–talk” radio station broadcasting in 
the New York metro area, which carries ESPN Radio Network programming, as well as local programming furnished by 
Good Karma Broadcasting LLC. ESPN Network News broadcasts at the top of each hour. As a public service to the local 
community, traffic and weather updates are provided (3) three times an hour during morning drive (6A–10A) and 
afternoon drive (4P–7P). Additionally, if there is a breaking, non-sports news story of national or local significance, the 
station will break into its regularly scheduled programming.

The station devotes most of its broadcast day to discussion of current sports events and sports issues, including coverage 
of all tristate area teams (professional, collegiate, and high school). Listeners from the tristate area are invited to call-in 
and offer their perspective on the various issues being discussed. ESPN broadcasts professional, collegiate, and high 
school home games for several local New York teams.

PART 1: PUBLIC SERVICE PROGRAMMING & PSA ANNOUNCEMENTS

New York Sports and Beyond: Airs on Sunday mornings from 6A–7A, Hosted by ESPN’s Larry Hardesty.

New York Sports and Beyond is a weekly public affairs program that airs on ESPN New York 98.7FM and 
ESPNNewYork.com. The show’s podcast can be downloaded on ESPNNewYork.com and the ESPN Radio phone app. 
The show focuses on current topics dealing with public safety, community events, and issues affecting people both in and 
around the sports community. A community calendar is also presented making listeners aware of what special events and 
fundraisers are going on in the New York/New Jersey listening area.

Public Service Announcements:
During First Quarter 2022, the station aired 280 30-second public service announcements, free of charge, in varying 
dayparts, from advertisers, advertising agencies, community groups and various “grass roots” community efforts. 

The station determined that certain issues were of particular importance to its listeners and its communities. What follows 
is a list of some of the most significant treatments of those issues during the first quarter of 2022:

 Health & Wellness 
 Foundations, Fundraisers, Charities & Non-profit Organizations 
 Racial Issues in Sports
 Personal Life & Experiences
 Sports

HEALTH & WELLNESS 

1-2-22 NY Sports and Beyond – Segment 1, 6:15A: Larry is joined by Lizette Simmons, licensed health and fitness 
coach. As the new year approaches we reflect on changes we would like to make in our personal and professional lives. 
Learning to balance fitness and health with a busy lifestyle can be overwhelming and cause the “I’ll start again on 
Monday” mentality to resurface week after week. Lizette took years trying to figure out how to help others make sure they 
are consistent and motivated to reach their fitness goals for life, rather than just in random spurts of motivation. It’s not a 
diet, but a healthy lifestyle change.

3-6-22 NY Sports and Beyond – Segment 1-3, 6:15A-7A: Depression and anxiety, along with increasing levels of 
mental illness for those already suffering, have become a larger issue due to people being alone, or just at home due to 
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the pandemic. Telemedicine appointments have helped, but the rate of suicides has the mental health community 
concerned that the pandemic will claim additional victims. 

3-27-22 NY Sports and Beyond – Segment 1-3, 6:15A-7A: Prevent Blindness America has been helping people learn 
how to protect their sight for 111 years. They focus on teaching the public how to protect our vision from dangers such as 
injury or disease. 

PSAs

PSA Source: Stand Up to Cancer  
Dates Aired: 1/3 – 3/31
Number Aired:           129
Script:           Hi, I’m Oozo Adubah. If you’re a cancer patient in the U.S. and its territories or Canada, you may be 
able to help uncover the next breakthrough by sharing your patient data and unique experience with researchers around 
the world. My unique experience can make the difference of life and death to people in my community. It is in our stories 
and data that the answers can be found. I am proud to be a part of that group. Join stand up to cancer, count me in, and 
thousands of patients in this movement at standuptocancer.org.

FOUNDATIONS, FUNDRAISERS, CHARITIES & NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS

1-16-22 NY Sports and Beyond – Segment 1, 6:15A: Larry goes down memory lane with Claude Johnson of the Black 
Fives Foundation. The mission of the Black Fives Foundation is to research, preserve, showcase, and teach the pre-NBA 
history of African Americans in basketball while honoring its pioneers. With the NBA celebrating its 75th anniversary 
season, it is imperative that the Black Fives place in the league’s history be acknowledged. The Black Fives teams 
organized when in 1904, basketball was first introduced to African Americans on a large-scale basis and disbanded when 
the NBA became racially integrated in the 1950s.

1-16-22 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 2, 6:30A: Larry and Claude discuss the Black Fives Era and some of the 
names who stood out, such as Edwin Henderson, considered the "Grandfather of Black Basketball". Henderson was a 
black gym teacher who is credited with being the first to introduce the game of basketball to African Americans in a wide 
scale organized way, in the winter of 1904 in Washington, D.C., through physical education classes.

1-16-22 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 3, 6:45A: Larry and Claude discuss how today’s NBA players are bringing 
the Black Fives Era to light. The Black Fives Foundation has teamed up with Russell Westbrook’s Zero World Media and 
Ben Silverman and Howard T. Owens’ Propagate Content, the premiere independent content studio and distributor to 
develop a documentary project about the Black Fives Era, the period from 1904, when basketball was first introduced to 
African Americans on a wide-scale organized basis, to 1950, when the NBA signed its first Black players.

1-23-22 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 1, 6:15A: Larry is joined by John D. Kemp, President and CEO of The 
Viscardi Center. In February 2011, John D. Kemp, Esq. became only the fourth President & CEO of The Viscardi Center a 
non-profit organization providing a life span of services that educate, employ, and empower people with disabilities. A 
renowned, sought-after global speaker, he is widely respected for his many achievements, both in the corporate and non-
profit worlds. As a person with a disability who uses four prostheses, he inspires others to achieve the impossible through 
knowledge, experience, vision, personality, and persistence. 

1-23-22 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 2, 6:30A: The Viscardi Center educates, employs, and empowers youth, 
adults, and veterans with disabilities or similar needs, so we can all discover the love of learning, the power of work, the 
freedom of independent living, and the self-confidence to fulfill our dreams. When Dr. Henry Viscardi, Jr. founded the The 
Viscardi Center in 1952, he was committed to enhancing the lives of people with disabilities through equal access to 
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education and employment opportunities. Dr. Viscardi, who himself wore prosthetic legs and acted as a disability advisor 
to eight U.S. presidents, broke new ground by establishing one of the first organizations in the world to be staffed primarily 
by men and women in the disability community. John discusses the Viscardi Center’s many programs.

1-23-22 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 3, 6:45A: The Viscardi Center is holding its 55th annual Celebrity Sports 
Night live and in person on Thursday, May 19th. Celebrity Sports Night returns to being an in-person fundraising event, 
raising funds to enrich the lives of children and adults with all types of disabilities and acute medical needs and is 
attended by 600-800 members of the corporate world, community leaders, philanthropic individuals, celebrities, and 
notable athletes. Past live auction items have included a round of golf with Jack Nicklaus and a private party in the New 
York Mets owners’ suite. Past guests have included Jim Brown, Walt Frazier, Daryl Strawberry, Doc Gooden, Don 
Mattingly, and many others. The honorees at this year’s event are Ed Bastian, CEO of Delta Air Lines, and John 
McEnroe, Tennis Hall of Famer. Native Long Islander Steve Serio, Co-Captain of the Paralympic Gold Medal USA Men’s 
Wheelchair Basketball Team, will also be recognized.

2-20-22 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 1, 6:15A: Repeat from Segment 1 on 1/16/22.

2-20-22 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 2, 6:30A: Repeat from Segment 2 on 1/16/22.

2-20-22 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 3, 6:45A: Repeat from Segment 3 on 1/16/22.

2-27-22 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 3, 6:45A: Larry and Leslie discuss what she's doing these days as a 
Win4Life mentor. Win4Life is a training program run through Leslie’s own company and she uses it to inspire audiences 
through motivational keynote speeches. Too often Leslie says she’s seen that athletes do not develop their life skills. 
Win4Life fills that void and helps athletes develop the tools to be successful off the court. “When I share my story with 
WTA players, I always remind them, “You are not your ranking.”

3-13-22 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 1-3, 6:15A-7A: International Women’s Day allows us to learn more about the 
contribution women have made, and what their individual needs are. Michelle Multack has created a community and 
forum for women to support other women who are navigating divorce, single parenthood, and many other situations. 

3-20-22 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 1-3, 6:15A-7A: Project Spotlight is a program that teaches both 
improvisation and public speaking to people with Down syndrome. These skills taught from these art forms 
(communication skills, quick thinking abilities, self-confidence growth, etc.) will lead to much better social and workplace 
opportunities. 

PSAs

PSA Source: City Harvest  
Dates Aired: 2/17 – 3/31
Number Aired:           68
Script:           When you support City Harvest, you do more than just provide hundreds of millions of pounds of 
food to millions of hungry New Yorkers. You feed hope to a kid up in Parkchester. You feed confidence for a first in her 
family Queens College freshman. You feed a community of folks in Canarsie Park. You feed compassion for retired 
Staten Island nurses who continue to serve. You feed strength for office workers in Manhattan. When you support City 
Harvest, you feed good. Support us at CityHarvest.org.

PSA Source:           New York State Broadcasters Association
Products (3):           Governor’s Traffic Safety Committee 
Dates Aired:           2/21 – 3/31
Number Aired:           83

 11 Products
o Impaired Drivers - Summary: A drunk driver killed my dad. Impaired drivers take lives.
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o Protect Your Child - Summary: Protect your child. Use the right car seat.
o The Right Seat - Summary: Let me ask: would you place your child in a car seat that’s not correct? 

Choose the correct car seat for your child.
o Pedestrian – Summary: Drivers and pedestrians. See and be seen. The instant you stop paying 

attention could be the instant you’ll always regret.
o Distracted Parent – Summary: Children learn from our behaviors. They learn what is ok from the 

adults they see. If you are a distracted driver, chances are they will be too.
o Army National Guard – Summary: America is kept safe because the Army National Guard responds, 

protects and supports our nation when it needs them most. Be there for your community and your 
country. Visit nationalguard.com to learn more.

o Army National Guard – Summary: Being in the Army National Guard is about more than serving 
your country. It’s about being there for your community when your neighbors need you most.

o Army National Guard – Summary: Serving part-time in the Army National Guard instills pride that 
you and your family will share.

o Army National Guard – Summary: Always Ready, Always There.
o Alzheimer’s Disease – Summary: The sooner you recognize the warning signs of Alzheimer’s 

disease, the sooner you could do something about it.
o Guard Hiring Days – Summary: Young adults are encouraged to 

visit www.nationalguard.com/hiringdays to see if they meet the qualifications, learn about job 
opportunities and associated hiring incentives, and connect with a recruiter in their area.

RACIAL ISSUES IN SPORTS

1-9-22 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 1, 6:15A: Larry is joined by Dr. Richard Lapchick, who has been billed “the 
racial conscience” of the sporting world. Over the years we’ve seen some change in racial and gender inequality in the 
world of sports, but sadly it’s still not enough. The NFL’s Rooney Rule to increase hiring opportunities for black head 
coaches does not seem to be working. Larry and Richard discuss the frustration those trying to bring about change 
currently face.

1-9-22 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 2, 6:30A: Larry is joined by Jeremi Duru, a sports law expert, law professor, 
author, and advocate for strengthened solutions around diversity and inclusion, to discuss his views on the Rooney Rule 
and racial equity in sports. As one of the nation’s foremost sports law authorities, Duru teaches in the areas of sports law, 
civil procedure, and employment discrimination at American University Washington College of Law. 

1-9-22 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 3, 6:45A: Larry and Jeremi discuss his book Advancing the Ball: Race, 
Reformation, and the Quest for Equal Coaching Opportunity in the NFL, which examines the NFL’s movement toward 
increased equality of opportunity for coaches and front office personnel. He is also co-author of Sports Law and 
Regulation: Cases and Materials and The Business of Sports Agents.

1-30-22 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 2, 6:30A: Larry talks with Kyle and Leslie about their youth growing playing 
tennis and their struggles in doing so while being African-American.

2-6-22 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 1, 6:15A: Earlier this week, former Miami Dolphins head coach Brian Flores 
shocked the NFL landscape with his civil lawsuit against the league accusing racial discrimination in hiring practices. Larry 
is joined by William C. Rhoden of The Undefeated to discuss the ramifications. We currently have one African American 
head coach in the NFL after it they felt progress was being made (the “Rooney Rule,” etc.). William goes through the 
NFL’s long history with racism (as detailed in Flores’s lawsuit); From the time it was formed in 1920, the NFL, first known 
as the American Professional Football Association, has had a complicated relationship with Black players. A “gentleman’s 
agreement” among the owners kept Black players out of the NFL from 1934 until 1946. Even when Kenny Washington 
and Woody Strode joined the Los Angeles Rams in 1946, their presence was brought about by civic pressure.

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http://www.nationalguard.com/hiringdays&data=04%257C01%257Cebony.spears@espn.com%257Cf52897772a3c46d7900708d914893ea8%257C56b731a8a2ac4c32bf6b616810e913c6%257C1%257C1%257C637563402494911009%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0=%257C0&sdata=owtdAD7lEXcmT7B9IY5O1/b8rHv6ksv04Pw8fisOSpo=&reserved=0
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2-6-22 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 2, 6:30A: What will the NFL do to change its practices? Will it expand on the 
Rooney Rule? Will it take more drastic measures? Last year, we had four Black coordinators in the Super Bowl. In years 
past, Super Bowl coordinators would also be the hot guys, yet none of the four were hired. Black players have become 
the foundation of the NFL. 

2-6-22 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 3, 6:45A: In 2020, NFL commissioner Roger Goodell gushed that, “Without 
Black players, there would be no National Football League.” Goodell said Black players, not Black head coaches. Flores’ 
unprecedented suit will likely be the impetus to overhaul the Rooney Rule. More than that, the lawsuit will be the next 
assault on the NFL’s granite wall of resistance to African American progress in the league. The walls eventually will come 
tumbling down, but at what price? Will Brian Flores have happen to him what happened to Colin Kaepernick? 

2-13-22 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 1, 6:15A Larry is joined by Bob Glauber to discuss his new book, co-written 
with Keyshawn Johnson, “The Forgotten First”. The book chronicles the lives of four incredible men, the racism they 
experienced as Black players entering a segregated sport, the burden of expectation they carried, and their many 
achievements, which would go on to affect football for generations to come. More than a year before Jackie Robinson 
broke the color barrier in Major League Baseball, there was another seismic moment in pro sports history. On March 21, 
1946, former UCLA star running back Kenny Washington—a teammate of Robinson's in college—signed a contract with 
the Los Angeles Rams. This ended one of the most shameful periods in NFL history, when African American players were 
banned from league play. Bob talks about how this venture with Keyshawn came about.

2-13-22 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 2, 6:30A Why were African Americans not allowed to compete in the NFL to 
begin with? One person is largely to blame. Bob also reacts to the Brian Flores lawsuit and the impact this will have on the 
NFL going forward.

PERSONAL LIFE AND EXPERIENCES

1-2-22 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 2, 6:30A: So, you want to change things in your personal life in the new year? 
Larry is joined again by licensed therapist and trained life coach S. Tia Brown to navigate us through that process. It’s 
been a second consecutive rough year. We used to always stress the importance of reaching out to relatives and friends 
who are alone and now, WE are more or less the ones who are alone!

1-2-22 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 3, 6:45A:  Do we put too much pressure on ourselves when it comes to 
resolutions? Why don’t people usually keep them? Because we all look at a checklist that we think will make us perfect, 
but unless we’re taking a realistic look and are willing to put in real work, it’s all a fantasy. We need to be specific and 
most importantly, attainable.

1-30-22 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 1, 6:15A:  Larry is joined by Leslie Allen (the pride of USC who once ranked 
17th in the world and coached at Fordham) & Kyle Copeland-Muse (who ranked as high as 36th in doubles and coached 
at St. John’s) to discuss their participation in the CBS documentary “Althea & Arthur”, focusing on the lives of Althea 
Gibson and Arthur Ashe.

1-30-22 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 3, 6:45A:  Leslie and Kyle talk about how receptive today’s players have 
been to them in comparison to how they themselves were receptive to Althea Gibson and Arthur Ashe. 

SPORTS
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2-13-22 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 3, 6:45A: What can we expect from Super Bowl LVI between the Rams and 
Bengals? Bob and Larry preview the big game.   

2-27-22 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 1, 6:15A:  Larry speaks with tennis great Leslie Allen about making history 
and her role as one of the pioneers for success in black players. She discusses growing up from the bassinet on a tennis 
court, going to tournaments her mother would play in, never knowing she would become a part of it. From the age of 11 to 
14, she did not hit a single tennis ball. But a series of events that happened in Allen’s teens—the passage of Title IX in 
1972, and the start of the WTA a year later—compelled her to thoroughly devote herself to tennis.

2-27-21 NY Sports and Beyond - Segment 2, 6:30A: Larry and Leslie talk about how she made history. In February 
1981, she arrived in Detroit to compete at the Avon Championships of Detroit. The top four seeds were formidable, but 
Allen upset a past champion, followed that up with a win over another titlist, continued to play excellent tennis, rallying 
from a deep deficit to emerge victorious, 2-6, 7-6 (1), 6-4 in the semis, and took 75 minutes to beat Hana Mandlikova, 6-4, 
6-4. Leslie had become the first Black woman to win a tour-level singles tournament since Althea Gibson had ruled the 
world in 1958. Two years after that great week in Detroit, Allen reached a career high ranking of #21. 

PART 2: PUBLIC SERVICE ACTIVITIES / COMMUNITY OUTREACH

COMMUNITY SERVICE 

The staff of ESPN New York has forged relationships with the local community in recognition of its obligation to the 
citizens of the tristate area. We participate in fundraisers for local organizations / charities / schools and build awareness 
by drawing area residents to these events. Support is provided by giving station “gift packs” when requested by 
community groups. They consist of ESPN’s promotional items (T-shirts, hats, etc.) and are provided to organizations free 
of charge to use as auction items, prizes and/or “thank you gifts” to persons who help staff the charity event. Various 
members of ESPN Radio, including on-air talent, will often attend charity events and represent the team at ESPN New 
York. 

NY Mobile Market
Location: New York, NY
Details: Volunteers will be stationed at 3-4 market tables, each supplied with thousands of pounds of fresh produce that 
they will help distribute to eligible marketgoers.

Disney Blanketeers
Location: New York, NY
Details: Volunteers create booties, caps, blankets and more, which are donated to children’s hospitals, animals shelters 
and other community agencies helping those in need. 

Food Delivery
Location: New York, NY
Details: Volunteers team up with food banks in our local communities to deliver much needed food staples and fresh 
produce to thousands of food insecure community members.

Skills Based Volunteering
Location: New York, NY
Details: Volunteers contribute their professional skills to help organizations solve some of their pressing operational 
issues, enabling them to increase their ability to deliver much needed services in the community.
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