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Issue Title Description Dates/Length     

Public 
Interest 

Explosion at 
Eastman 
Chemical 
Company 

An explosion was reported at the Eastman Chemical Company in 
Kingsport this [Wednesday] morning. WATE-TV News reported that 
plant officials said a there was a process upset in the coal gasification 
area of the manufacturing site, resulting in a loud noise and a visible 
plume. No injuries were reported. A precautionary shelter in place was 
placed for the surrounding community, schools and employees. 
Residents were asked to stay indoors and turn off HVAC systems. 
WATE later reported an update from Eastman via a social media post, 
"Eastman has removed the precautionary shelter in place advisory for 
its corporate campus and surrounding community, except for those 
within a one-half-mile radius of the intersection of John B. Dennis and 
Moreland Drive in Kingsport, and personnel inside the Kingsport plant 
perimeter.” 

10/4/2017 
5:03 pm 
 
10/5/2017 
7:03 am 

  
 Duration: :42 

Human 
Interest 

Your Help 
Needed to 
Stop 
Robberies 

Yet another bank robbery has taken in East Tennessee. According to 
WATE-TV News, the FBI and Alcoa Police Department are looking for a 
man who robbed a bank Wednesday afternoon in Alcoa.The FBI said 
that just before 4:30 p.m. the man passed a note to the teller 
demanding money at Capital Bank, 325 Joule Street. The teller put the 
money in a brown bag the man brought with him and he ran off. WATE 
reported that the man is described as a black male around six feet tall 
and 180 pounds, wearing all black clothing. FBI agents say he was soft 
spoken and wore his hair in dreadlocks. Anyone with information is 
asked to call the FBI at (865) 544-0751 or the Alcoa Police Department 
at (865) 983-3620. 

11/30/2017 
5:03:34 pm 
 
12/1/2017 
7:03:35 am 

  
Duration: :41 



Education Knox County 
Principal and 
Assistant 
Principal on 
Leave 

There still is no official comment as to why the principal and assistant 
principal of Knox County Schools L&N STEM Academy have been 
placed on leave. The Knoxville News-Sentinel reported that according 
to an email sent to families of students Monday by Superintendent 
Bob Thomas, Laura Boring, a longtime Knox County administrator, has 
assumed administrative duties while principal Becky Ashe and vice 
principal Tim Childers are on leave, but stated no reason for the 
action. In an effort to discover the reason, the News-Sentinel 
contacted Carly Harrington, spokeswoman for Knox County Schools, 
who declined to comment on the reason for the administrative leave, 
citing an ongoing investigation. Knoxville Police Department 
Spokesman Darrell DeBusk said the department is aware of an 
investigation at Knox County Schools involving the two administrators 
at L&N but would not disclose whether the department is also 
investigating. And Rob Johnson, spokesman for the Tennessee 
Department of Children's Services had a similar response. 

12/13/2017 
5:03:03 pm 
 
14/14/2017 
7:03:03 am 

  
 Duration: :52 

Health New 
Technology 
for Total Knee 
Replacements! 

According to a news release, Oak ridge resident Beverly Burgan 
recently received a customized total knee implant developed using a 
3D model of her knee after she was left in pain for over 10 years from 
a torn meniscus. Michael MacKay with Orthopedic Surgeons Oak Ridge 
was the only doctor to offer Beverly a unique solution that would let 
her go back to an active lifestyle of biking and swimming. The release 
stated that Dr. MacKay used advanced imaging technology to create a 
3D “map” of Beverly’s knee. 3D printing technology was then used to 
develop a wax mold used to form metal components of a customized 
knee replacement. Clinical studies have shown that this technology 
can lead to superior outcomes compared to “off the shelf” implants 
that only come in a limited range of sizes. With a total knee that is 
designed to fit the patient, surgeons may need to remove less bone 
and recovery can be quicker and easier with less post-surgery pain.  
Dr. MacKay is among the first surgeons in the state to use this 
technology for total knee replacements. 

12/18/2017 
5:03 am 
 
12/19/2017 
7:03 am 

  
Duration: 1:01 

Weather Quake Felt in  
Knox County 

As reported by WBIR-TV News, according to U.S. Geological Survey's 
seismic monitoring system, a 2.5 magnitude earthquake struck Sunday 
around 6:48 a.m. near Rockwood in Roane County. The USGS said the 
quake sent tremors to a nearly 7 km radius. The USGS site indicated 
that people on the far western edge of Knox County also felt the 
quake. The minor quake was one of three that were felt in an area of 
notable seismic activity along a diagonal line from Alabama to the 
Kentucky state line near Middlesboro over the past 7 days. According 
to WBIR, a federal study conducted by the USGS this year showed that 
East Tennessee has seen a significant increase in small quakes like 
these and is in an area of increased risk for earthquakes that cause 
moderate shaking felt by most people but not significant damage. 

10/23/2017 
5:04:10 pm 
 
10/24/2017 
7:04:11 am 

  
Duration: :46 

 


