
Sundial 
 

Quarterly Report October-December 31st 
 

Topics and Issues 
 

Monday September 30th 
 
Segment A: Last week, the special master tasked with overseeing former Broward 
County Sheriff Scott Israel’s dismissal from office argued Governor Ron DeSantis 
should not have removed him from office -- and that the action sets a dangerous 
precedent. We have requests in for Sheriff Israel as well as his attorney Benedict 
Kuehne. Sun Sentinel Reporter Skyler Swisher joins us for an update on the story.  
FACETIME  
 
Segment B: University of Miami Professor Xavier Cortada is on a mission to get 
Miami-Dade County residents to fight sea-level rise, through a massive public art 
project. Cortada is providing free, saltwater tolerant mangrove seedlings to residents 
across the county to plant in their backyards along with a white flag. The project is 
known as Plan(T) -- and he joins us in studio to discuss the vision.  
LIVE DOWNTOWN  
 
Segment C: Victor Quinaz was born and raised in Miami but always had aspirations for 
working in television. He’s now a writer and actor in two high profile Netflix shows Glow 
and Big Mouth. Quinaz is coming back to Miami for a conversation at O’Cinema Miami 
Beach this Wednesday, ahead of the premier of Season III of Big Mouth. 
NPR WEST COMREX   
 
Tuesday 10.01 
 
Segment A: Democratic State Senator Khionne Mcghee is behind a new proposal that 
would ensure compensation of some college athletes. The proposal is getting more 
attention as the California legislature passed a bill that would compensate athletes. We 
speak with McGhee and are efforting a conversation with former UF star Tim Tebow, 
who is opposed to the proposal.  
 LIVE DOWNTOWN 
  
Segment B: An ongoing exhibition at the FIU Frost Art Museum celebrates 20 years of 
art following the Stonewall Riots. The co-curator of the exhibition, Jonathan Weinberg, 
brought the exhibition down to Miami after spending several months in New York. 



Weinberg spoke with Sundial producer Chris Remington about the historical 
significance of the arts community in bringing stories of LGBTQ activism into the 
spotlight.  
PRE-TAPE  
 
Segment C: Jordan McPhearson joins us to discuss the end of the Marlins year, 
struggles with the franchise.  
 
Wednesday 10.02  
 
NO SHOW SCHOOL BOARD  
 
Thursday 10.03  
 
Segment A: Republican State Senator Manny Díaz Jr., representing District 36, which 
includes Hialeah, is pushing for legislation that would dissolve the Miami-Dade 
Expressway Authority (MDX) and create a new entity called Greater Miami Expressway 
Agency. Under GMX, toll rates would remain in place, but the governance structure of 
the toll board would change and be run by county and Tallahassee appointees. Sen. 
Díaz joined Sundial to talk about the future of MDX.  
 
Segment B: This week, WLRN TV premiers it’s documentary Troubled Waters: A 
Turtle’s Tale. The documentary tells the plight of sea turtles as a result of 
overdevelopment and climate change. One of the featured speakers in the documentary 
Dr. Jeantte Wyneken, a researcher and professor at Florida Atlantic University. We 
speak with Wyneken about her research of sea turtles and the documentary airing 
tonight.  
FACETIME  
 
 
Segment C: Jonathan Blitzer, a reporter for the New Yorker has been reporting on the 
fight for the Latino vote in Florida. He joined Sundial to talk about what he learned about 
winning the Latino vote from talking to a number of Republican and Democratic 
politicians, strategists and policy experts in the state.  
 
Sundial Rundown 10.07-10.10  
 
Note- All Sundial segments are subject to change.  
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Monday 10.07  
 
Segment A: The Guardian program went into effect last week, which allows for trained 
teachers and security personnel to be armed on campus. Both Broward and 
Miami-Dade Counties have reported to the Department of Education that they’re 
participating in the program. Ana Ceballos with News Service of Florida explains how 
the state is tracking the start of the program.  
LIVE FACETIME  
  
Segment B: The Miami Herald and El Nuevo Herald announced last week they are 
working to form a union -- called One Herald Guild. According to Mary Ellen Klas one of 
the representatives for the proposed Guild, the move was to “preserve our most 
precious resource, which is our staff.” We speak with Klas about the decision and also 
have a written statement from McClatchy representative Mindy Marques.  
LIVE FACETIME 
 
Segment C: A Boston architecture firm recently won an 80,000 dollar bid to transform a 
vacant parking lot in North Miami into a park -- that’s resilient to flooding and sea level 
rise. The proposed park will include sawgrass marsh, slough and a coastal hammock. 
We hear from Issac Stein, one of the lead designers for the project, about their plans 
and if it’s replicable.  
LIVE WBUR COMREX  
 
Segment D: The OutSHINE Film Festival kicks off in Ft. Lauderdale this week. It 
features a variety of films celebrating LGBTQ identity and stories from South Florida 
filmmakers. Some of the films this year include the true story of Cuba’s first female 
doctor, two trans siblings competing in a beauty pageant and a coming of age story 
about a young gay many moving to New York. We speak with the Executive Director 
Victor Gimenez about some of this year’s films.  
LIVE DOWNTOWN  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday 10.08  
 



Segment A: Mayor Carlos Gimenez weighs in on the ongoing fight over the future of 
thee Miami Dade Expressway Authority. Last week we heard from Representative 
Manny Diaz Jr. about the court battles to keep MDX in place despite the legislation 
signed by Governor DeSantis to transform into a new entity. He also talks about his 
priorities for his final year in office and future political ambitions.  
LIVE DOWNTOWN  
  
Segment B: How can families with children with disabilities best save for their future? 
This is a question impacting thousands of Floridians and the answer can be very 
complicated depending on the child’s situation. We hear from Rachel Fackender, a 
spokeswoman for ABLE United, which is the statewide disability savings program. Also 
joining us is Bridget Hawk, an activist whose son Shaun has athetoid cerebral palsy.  
LIVE DOWNTOWN 
  
Segment C: The Norton Museum of Art recently announced a new Artist-In-Residency 
Program. Beginning in January of 2020, 4 artists will be living and working in West Palm 
Beach in subsidized housing adjacent to the Norton Museum of Art. We speak with 
Photo curator at the Norton Tim Wride about how the artists were selected and the work 
they will be doing in West Palm.  
LIVE WXEL  
 
Wednesday 10.09 
 
Segment A: Palm Beach County columnist Frank Cerrabino [CHAIR-abino] recently 
looked into a proposal in Boynton Beach to turn the Boynton Beach Mall into an arena. 
What are the possibilities for a medium-sized arena in Palm Beach to attract musicians, 
politicians and more? We speak with Cerrabino about the proposal and his time 
covering Palm Beach County for years with the newspaper.  
LIVE FACETIME  
  
Segment B: We speak with WLRN Reporter Nadege Green about the  massive 
Carribean carnival happening in Miami-Dade County beginning this weekend. She will 
dive into the history behind Carnivals and how it relates to the history of the slave trade. 
PRE-TAPED DOWNTOWN  
 
 
Segment C: The Island Syndicate has curated a new traveling exhibition at Bailey 
Contemporary Arts in Pompano Beach. The “Carribean Culinary Museum” explores the 
many foods and spices of the carribean and the commonalities and differences that are 



found across different cultures. Chef Ire will bring in Jamaican patties, Cuban 
empanadas, Haitian pate kode and discuss the qualities behind each of the different 
foods. She joins Calibe Thompson, the lead researcher and curator of the exhibition.  
LIVE DOWNTOWN  
 
Thursday 10.10 -- ALL Pre-Records Fund Drive 
 
Monday 10. 14 -- Thursday 10.17 ALL Pre-Records Fund Drive 
 
Sundial Rundown 10.21-10.24  
 
Note- All Sundial segments are subject to change.  
 
Monday 10.21  
 
Segment A: Last week, the Palm Beach Post reviewed campaign finance documents for 
two South Florida businessman currently under arrest. They found  Lev Parnas and Igor 
Fruman donated hundreds of thousands of dollars to statewide and federal campaigns. 
We speak with Palm Beach Post Reporter Wayne Washington about the investigation 
and connections to the impeachment inquiry facing President Trump. 
LIVE WXEL  
  
Segment B: On Thursday, we spoke with Democratic Congresswoman Debbie 
Wasserman Schultz. Rep. Elijah Cummings passed away that morning and we 
discussed the impact he had on Congress and the legacy he left behind. We also 
discussed healthcare policies supported by the Congresswoman and the 2020 
Presidential race.  
PRE-TAPE  
 
Segment C: The Miami Herald’s Education reporter Colleen Wright joins us to discuss 
two of her recent stories. She profiled Miami Dade Superintendent of Public Schools 
Albert Carvahlo about his 11 years with the school district. And she looked at a Miami 
Dade College program that allows for inmates to enroll in classes.  
LIVE DOWNTOWN 
 
Tuesday 10.22  
 
Segment A: Yesterday we spoke with former White House Communications Director 
Anthony Scarramucci. The “mooch” only spent 11 days in the position but spent over a 



year working within the administration in different capacities. He’s speaking in FTL on 
Wednesday night as part of the NAIOP Speakers Series event. We’ll discuss why he 
now supports the impeachment of President Trump and the major issues facing our 
market.  
PRE-TAPE    
  
Segment B: South Florida is facing a shortage in OB-GYN doctors. These doctors are 
critical for standard gynecological care to assisting in child bearing.Dr. Yolangel 
Hernandez-Suarez is Vice Provost with FIU’s School of Medicine and a longtime 
practicing OB-GYN. She’ll explain why the region is facing a shortage and how the 
University is training the next generation of doctors.  
LIVE DOWNTOWN  
  
Segment C: This month’s book club selection is Dear Haiti: Love Alaine from Miami 
based sisters Maikia and Maritza Moulitte. The story follows a high schooler with an 
assignment of a lifetime -- taking her to Haiti and exploring her home country’s history. 
We spoke with the sisters about their process writing the young adult novel, how writing 
the book helped teach them about their own background and their upcoming project.  
PRE-TAPE  
 
Wednesday 10.23 
 
Segment A: The National Transportation Safety Board released their investigation into 
the FIU Bridge collapse that happened last March leaving 6 people dead and 10 injured. 
The Miami Herald’s Nicholas Nehamas has been following the story closely and speaks 
with us about the findings. 
LIVE  
  
Segment B: Three Palm Beach county lawsuits have joined in on a major lawsuit facing 
a number of the manufacturers behind addictive opioid drugs. Bill Sherer is the attorney 
representing the three Palm Beach county hospitals. He explained why he filed the 
lawsuit, the damages that are being sought and the impact of Purdue Pharma recently 
declaring bankruptcy. 
PRE-TAPE  
  
 
Segment C: All this week tens of thousands of people have traveled down to Key West 
for the annual fantasy fest celebration. Body painting and colorful costumes are an 
important part of the revelry. Captain Ron Wolek has been a body painter and make-up 



artist for years -- his mother led Disney’s make-up unit in Orlando. We spoke with Wolek 
about the magic behind body painting, growing up in a make-up household and his 
creations for Fantasy Fest.  
PRE-TAPE  
 
Thursday 10.24  
 
Segment A: WLRN Broward County Reporter Caitie Switalski explains the Florida 
Senate’s decision not to re-instate former Broward County Sheriff Scott Israel.  
LIVE  
  
Segment B:  October is Breast Cancer Awareness month. We speak with a doctor at 
the University of Miami about the ongoing research focused on treating breast cancer 
survivors. And we speak with survivor Bethany Reeb-Sutherland, co-board vice 
President of the Susan G. Komen society in Ft. Lauderdale. Doctor TK TK.  
LIVE DOWNTOWN 
 
Segment C: 500,000 dollars in grant money has been awarded to South Florida 
non-profits and individual artists as part of the Ellies and Oolight Awards. Two of the 
winners for their visual work are David McCauley and Christina Petterson. Christina 
created a large-scale drawing of the Cutler Fossil Site, the oldest known site of 
Paleolithic human presence south of Lake Okeechobee, that captures the jaguars, 
mammoths and mastodons that roamed there. And David’s visual art captures his 
challenges traveling around Miami in a wheelchair.  
LIVE DOWNTOWN 
 
Sundial Rundown 10.28-10.31  
 
Note- All Sundial segments are subject to change.  
 
Monday 10.28  
 
Segment A: One low-lying neighborhood in Key Largo has been flooded since 
September. The warmer ocean temperature and high tides have forecasters expecting 
the neighborhood won’t be clear -- until November! Rhonda Haag [HAY-gg] is the 
Director of Sustainability in Monroe County, they held a meeting last Friday to discuss 
how the county will address the flooding.  
FACETIME  
  



Segment B: Center-left candidate Alberto Fernández has been elected Argentina’s new 
president. Fernández secured more than 45% of the vote needed to win and beat 
conservative incumbent and former president Mauricio Macri. The country of Argentina 
has been facing an economic crisis. Sundial will talk to Benjamin Gedan, former South 
America director on the National Security Council in the Obama White House and now 
-- deputy director at the Latin American program at the Woodrow Wilson International 
Center for Scholars and the director of its Argentina Project. Also - WLRN’s Tim 
Padgett.  
DOWNTOWN & FACETIME 
 
Segment C: There’s a proposal for a new Tri-Rail station in Wynwood by a private 
resident. The Wynwood Business Improvement District believes a rail station in the 
bustling tourist neighborhood will be important to reduce future traffic congestion. We 
speak with Albert Garcia and property owner Bill Ramos who commissioned the study.  
LIVE DOWNTOWN  
 
Tuesday 10.29  
  
Segment A: Miami will host a Formula One Grand Prix at the Hard Rock Stadium come 
May of 2021. Residents in Miami Gardens are nervous about the loud noises and traffic 
congestion that will come as a result. We speak with Miami Gardens Mayor Oliver 
Gilbert about the proposal and preparations for next year’s Super Bowl.  
FACETIME 
  
Segment B: The Church of Scientology is based in Clearwater, Florida. Over the past 
couple of decades, the church has made a massive landgrab and purchased the 
majority of the property in downtown. Scrutiny over the church’s actions has risen in the 
past couple months as three different lawsuits have been filed for sexual misconduct by 
church leaders against congregants. Tampa Bay Times Reporter Tracey McManus has 
been covering the church for years and joins us with more insight.  
Tampa Bay Times ISDN  
 
Segment C: Esports and particularly esports racing has exploded in popularity in South 
Florida. So much so -- the world’s first ESports racing arena is scheduled to be built in 
Wynwood next year! We speak with Yoyoman, a professional gamer about how to make 
a living playing racing games -- and hear from Matt Edelman, the Chief Commercial 
Officer of Super League Gaming. That’s a start-up that organizes community-focused 
contests for amateur esports players. 
DOWNTOWN  



 
Wednesday 10.30 
 
Segment A: The National Collegiate Athletic Association or NCAA, voted unanimously 
on Tuesday to start the process of allowing college athletes to make money on their 
names and likeness. In South Florida, House Democratic Leader Kionne McGhee, has 
pushed hard for this measure. Late last month, he proposed a bill (HB 251) that would 
allow players to apply for endorsement deals with major companies. McGhee talks with 
host Luis Hernandez about the NCAA’s decision.  
FACETIME 
 
Segment B:  After 50 years in the position, Miami Dade College’s former President 
Eduardo Padrón stepped down in August. Now taking his place as interim president is 
Rolando Montoya. Montoya has served in various capacities within the college since 
1987, most recently as Vice Provost of Operations. Sundial spoke with Montoya last 
week at MDC about the search process and his goals while in office.  
PRE-RECORD 
  
Segment B: Mireya Mayor has traveled around the globe as a National Geographic 
correspondent. Her reporting in Madagascar, Rwanda and the Congo focused on 
endangered species and the threats animals are facing as a result of climate change. 
Mayor is now the director of exploration and science communication initiative in FIU’s 
College of Arts, Sciences and Education. She’ll explain her approach to teaching 
science in a way that will embolden people to take action or conduct further research.  
LIVE DOWNTOWN 
  
Segment C: This weekend, the South Florida Symphony will host a benefit concert at 
Temple Israel of Greater Miami for the Anti-Defamation League. It coincides with the 
Florida ADL is hosting a social media campaign focused on stopping the spread of hate 
and bigotry. We speak with Dr. Alan Mason, Director Emeritus at Temple Israel about 
the music chosen for the concert that speaks to the bigotry that Jews and other minority 
populations have overcome.  
LIVE DOWNTOWN  
 
Thursday 10.31 -- Halloween! 
 
Segment A:  Earlier this week, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NCR) released a 
positive environmental impact statement on the Turkey Point Power Plant. The report 
looked at groundwater contamination and the impact of sea-level rise from the plant’s 

https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=66760
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nuclear reactors on its surrounding areas. It showed favorable results that could help 
the plant receive approval for their proposed 20-year extension. WLRN’s Jenny 
Staletovich has been reporting on the nuclear plant and joined Sundial to talk about the 
reports and an update on the story.  
LIVE DOWNTOWN  
  
Segment B: A new program by Catalyst Miami, a nonprofit social services organization, 
is offering people applying for citizenship zero-interest microloans. The Citizenship 
Lending Circle’s goal is to make the process more affordable. Santra Denis, the chief 
program officer for Catalyst Miami and Elina Santana, a local immigration attorney. 
They joined Sundial to breakdown the naturalization process and how loans like this can 
help those who are applying.  
LIVE DOWNTOWN AND PHONE  
 
Segment C: FIU Historian Les Standiford is out with a new book just in time for the 
Miami Book Fair. PALM BEACH, MAR-A-LAGO, AND THE RISE OF AMERICA’S 
XANADU tells the history of Palm Beach’s rise as one of the wealthiest and most 
politically significant areas in South Florida. We speak with Standiford about the book 
and the relevance of President Trump’s power structure in Palm Beach as we look 
ahead to the 2020 elections.  
LIVE DOWNTOWN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sundial Rundown 11.04.-11.07 
 
Note- All Sundial segments are subject to change.  
 
Monday 11.04  
 
Segment A: Tomorrow is election day and there are a number of key races throughout 
Miami-Dade County that voters are following. The Miami Herald’s Joey Flechas is 
following District 2 in the city of Miami, Danny Rivero is following District 1 and Martin 
Vassolo is following the races on Miami Beach.  
LIVE DOWNTOWN  

https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/immigration/article236234748.html
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Segment B: The newly established South Florida Housing Link Collaborative is set to 
receive millions of dollars for a series of projects focused on building affordable, resilient 
and eco-friendly housing near public transit options. Mandy Bartle is the Executive 
Director of the South Florida Community Land Trust, one of the key partners in the new 
initiative. She joins Sundial to explain where they are targeting new housing 
opportunities in Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm Beach Counties.  
LIVE DOWNTOWN 
 
Segment C: A new photo exhibition at the JCC Sandler Center in Boca Raton tells the 
incredible stories of those that rescued Jews during the Holocaust. Photographer Gay 
Block and writer Malka Drucker spent 3 years interviewing the individuals who hid, 
protected and saved Jews very often puting their own lives at stake. Block is in town to 
give a talk at the exhibition and she joins Sundial to share some of the incredible stories 
of individuals she photographed.  
LIVE DOWNTOWN  
 
Tuesday 11.05  
  
Segment A: A new special series podcast between WLRN and WNYC tells the story of 
climate gentrification in Miami. WLRN Reporter Nadege Green brings host Kai Wright of 
“The Stakes” on a journey Little Haiti and Liberty City to illustrate the changes 
happening in those neighborhoods as developers start to buy land on higher elevations.  
PRE-TAPE 
  
Segment B: Miami-Dade County Resiliency Officer Jane Gilbert joins us to discuss how 
the county is responding to the changes in neighborhoods as a result of climate change 
gentrification. She’ll also explain the steps being taken to ensure the lower lying 
neighborhoods are being protected from sea-level rise and hurricane damage.  
LIVE DOWNTOWN  
 
Segment C: The new film “Cuba” opening the Ft. Lauderdale Film Festival is a true love 
letter to the island nation. Director Peter Chang takes viewers on a spectacular visual 
journey through the ballet, its coral reefs and its classic American cars. Chang joins us 
to discuss the significance of releasing the film in the current political environment and 
what he hopes South Florida audiences take away from it.  
LIVE KQED ISDN  
 
Wednesday 11.06 



 
Segment A: On Tuesday, Florida’s Public Service Commission took two votes. One, 
rejected a plan that would’ve removed the state’s Energy Efficiency and Conservation 
Act, a 30-year-old energy conservation program. The other, approved a plan that would 
allow utility companies to charge customers an estimated $50 billion over the next 
several decades for underground power lines and prevent storm-related damage. Mary 
Ellen Klas, Miami Herald Tallahassee Bureau Chief joins Sundial for an update on the 
impact of these two decisions.  
FACETIME  
  
Segment B: A new report from Georgetown University examines the increase in the 
number of uninsured children nationwide under the Trump administration. The report 
breaks down the figures by state and finds particularly troubling numbers for Florida and 
Miami-Dade County. The report’s co-author Joan Alker joins us to discuss the findings 
and explain some of the reasons as to why those numbers have been increasing.  
LIVE WAMU COMREX  
  
Segment C: This Saturday marks the 30th anniversary of the collapse of the Berlin Wall. 
Two pieces from the Berlin Wall are currently based at the Wolfson campus at 
Miami-Dade College. Andreas Siegel is the German Consul General based in Miami. 
He explained the story behind South Florida getting a piece of the wall -- and why the 
history behind the collapse of the wall remains very relevant now.  
PRE-TAPE  
 
 
 
Thursday 11.07 
 
Segment A: Commissioner Ken Russell was re-elected to another four-year term in the 
city of Miami’s District 2 race this week. He defeated opponents Jim Fried, Javier 
Gonzalez and Rosy Palomino. District 2 stretches mostly along the Biscayne Boulevard 
corridor - Southwest 40th Street to Northeast 54th Street. Russell joins Sundial to 
discuss his priorities after his re-election.  
 
Segment B: The Girl Scouts of Tropical Florida is celebrating its 97th Anniversary with a 
special annual leadership luncheon next week. CEO Chelsea Wilkerson explains some 
of the history behind the organization and a current lawsuit that’s been filed by the Girl 
Scouts against the Boy Scouts for violating trademarks. Girl Scout Kami Bumpers also 
joined the conversation to explain why the organization has been so important in her 



life.  
PRE-TAPE  
 
Segment C: The Guatemalan Mayan Center in Lake Worth is behind a new exhibition at 
the Coral Gables Art Museum open for the next two weeks. The exhibition features work 
by children done at the Mayan Center and includes drawings, weavings and baskets by 
the kids. Aurora Molina has been working with the children to put the exhibition 
together, she joins us to discuss the history behind the Mayan population in Fort Worth 
and discuss some of the pieces included in the exhibition.  
LIVE DOWNTOWN  
 
 
Sundial Rundown 11.11.-11.14 
 
Note- All Sundial segments are subject to change.  
 
Monday  11.11 -- Veterans Day Special  
 
Tuesday 11.12 
 
Segment A: Bolivia’s president Evo Morales resigned on Sunday amid protests across 
the country alleging election fraud. The Organization of American States released an 
audit report that proved that the election computer system was used to tally votes in 
favor of Morales. Sundial speaks to WLRN’s Latin America correspondent Tim Padgett 
and Florida International University professor of Latin America political science Eduardo 
Gamarra about Bolivia’s recent election and future leader. 
LIVE DOWNTOWN 
 
Segment B: A group of Palm Beach County employees were suspended for one week 
without pay for not reporting to work at evacuation centers during Hurricane Dorian. 
Some county employees have expressed concerns about job protocol if they choose to 
not report to duty during storms. Sun Sentinel reporter Brooke Baitinger joined Sundial 
to talk about how the county is responding. 
FACETIME 
 
Segment C: This month, WLRN’s Sundial Book Club is reading "Everything Inside" by 
Haitian-American novelist Edwidge Danticat. The book is a collection of eight short 
stories that take place in Miami, New York City and Haiti. It tackles the themes of death, 

http://www.oas.org/documents/eng/press/Electoral-Integrity-Analysis-Bolivia2019.pdf
http://www.oas.org/documents/eng/press/Electoral-Integrity-Analysis-Bolivia2019.pdf
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love and loss. Sundial speaks with Danticat about her writing process, why she decided 
to write short stories and how she views mortality.  
PRE-RECORD 
 
Wednesday 11.13 
 
SUNDIAL BEST-OF SCHOOL BOARD 
 
Thursday 11.14 -- Danny Rivero Guest Hosts 
 
SEG A: Former Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi was recently given a role 
coordinating the White House's response to the impeachment hearings. Bondi has 
years of experience on television as a regular guest on CNN and Fox News while 
working as the Hillsborough County State Attorney and the State of Florida's attorney 
office. Lawrence Mower, a reporter for the Miami Herald and Tampa Bay Times, joins 
Sundial to talk about why Bondi was chosen as the public face in Florida for president 
Donald Trump. 
 
SEG B: According to a new report called, "Sweeping in Change: South Florida Janitors 
Unite for Responsibility in the Commercial Realestate Industry," South Florida janitors 
are some of the lowest paid in the state, making on average $8.50 an hour. Helene 
O’Brien is the Florida Director of Services Employees International Union (SEIU), a 
union focused on organizing workers to fight for their rights. The SEIU commissioned 
the report that was conducted by the University of California Los Angeles’ Center for 
Neighborhood Knowledge. O'Brien joins Sundial to talk about the findings and share 
what she has heard from janitor workers in Miami.  
 
SEG C: Hallandale Beach Police Department is trying to access critical information to a 
crime using data from a voice assistant recorder. Back in July, Adam Reechard Crespo 
got into a fight with his girlfriend Silvia Galvo. Galvo was fatally stabbed during the 
incident and now Crespo is on trial for murder. Law enforcement believes an Amazon 
Echo Dot, sitting in the couple’s bedroom, may have recordings that could be useful for 
the investigation. Michael Froomkin, a University of Miami law professor joins Sundial to 
discuss privacy concerns connected to smart speakers and home devices.  
 
Sundial Rundown 11.18-11.21  
 
Note- All Sundial segments are subject to change. 
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Monday 11.18 
 
Segment A: In Homestead, former councilman Steve Losner defeated the previous 
three-term mayor, Jeff Porter, in the November elections. Losner ran with a “residents 
first” campaign and vowed to address the overdevelopment, traffic, affordable housing 
and transparency in government. Losener joined Sundial to discuss his key priorities for 
the community of Homestead.  
 
Segment B: The future of Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program (DACA) 
remains uncertain. DACA, which was established in 2012 under the Obama 
administration, promised to temporarily protect from deportation individuals who were 
brought to the U.S. illegally as children. President Donald Trump has strongly opposed 
the program and argues it is unconstitutional. Last week, the U.S. Supreme Court heard 
oral arguments and stories from many DACA recipients. Nery Lopez, a DACA recipient 
living in Miami, was in D.C. protesting. Lopez and Laura Wides-Muñoz, the author of the 
book, “The Making of a Dream,” which details the history of DACA, joined Sundial.  
 
Segment C:  Making Good Time: True Stories of How We Do and Don’t Get Around 
South Florida,” edited by Lynne Barrett, is a collection of short stories  exploring how we 
travel around South Florida and how transit defines the life of residents in the region. 
Entries from local authors like Alex Segura, Patricia Engel and Jennine Capó Crucet are 
featured in the collection. Barrett joined Sundial to talk about how she chose the stories 
and why it is important to talk about transportation.  
 
Tuesday 11.19 -- NO SHOW IMPEACHMENT HEARINGS 
 
Wednesday 11.20 -- NO SHOW SCHOOL BOARD 
 
Thursday 11.21 -- NO SHOW IMPEACHMENT HEARINGS 
 
Sundial Rundown 11.25.-11.28 
 
Note- All Sundial segments are subject to change.  
 
Monday 11.25  
 
Segment A: Starting next month, cockfighting will be banned in Puerto Rico. The 
tradition has existed for hundreds of years -- brought over by Spanish colonists. The 
Puerto Rican government says the industry employs thousands of people and brings in 

https://www.wlrn.org/post/dreamer-drama-new-book-captures-daca-struggle-and-its-south-florida-faces
http://www.jai-alaibooks.com/events/makinggoodtime/launch
http://www.jai-alaibooks.com/events/makinggoodtime/launch


millions of dollars. NYT Reporter Patty Mazzei travelled to the island and spoke with 
supporters and detractors to the industry.  
PRE-TAPE  
  
 
Segment B: In the 1950s and 60s, there was a special committee in the Florida 
Legislature that targeted LGBTQ students and professors. It came at the same time as 
the “Lavender Scare”, where thousands of federal employees were fired for their sexual 
orientation. Vox Reporter Ranjani Chakraborty spoke with a student that was targeted 
by the Johns Committee and researched it’s history for the Vox series “Missing 
Chapter.”  
PRE-TAPE  
 
Segment C: The Key West Literary Seminar recently purchased the former home of 
poet Elizabeth Bishop. Bishop spent a decade living and writing in Key West and is 
among the many iconic writers (Ernest Hemingway, Tennessee Williams, etc.) to call 
Key West home. Arlo Haskell is the Executive Director of the seminar, he explains the 
importance of Elizabeth Bishop and their plans with the home.  
LIVE DOWNTOWN  
 
Tuesday 11.26  
  
Segment A: President Trump is travelling to South Florida today for a “homecoming 
rally” at the BB&T center in Sunrise. Marc Lotter is the  Director of Strategic 
Communications for President Trump’s 2020 repelection campaign. We speak with him 
about the President’s visit to South Florida and the campaign’s focus for 2020.  
WGCU COMREX 
 
Segment B: Reporters at the Palm Beach Post are fighting to unseal the grand jury 
documents of Jeffrey Epstein. The transcripts from the secret grand jury meeting have 
been kept from the public for decades and could provide insight into why Epstein was 
only charged on prostitution. Lulu Ramadan from the Palm Beach Post joins us to 
discuss this story -- and the closure of the Jerome Golden Behavioral Health Center.  
WXEL ISDN  
  
Segment C:  The only publicly run mental health facility in Palm Beach County, the 
Jerome Golden Behavioral Health Center, was shut down in October because of 
financial troubles. The center serviced hundreds of indigent patients, many of whom 
suffer from severe mental or behavioral disabilities. Nancy Bolton is the Assistant 

https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump


County Administrator for Palm Beach County. She joined us to discuss how the county 
is filling the gap.  
PRE-TAPE  
 
 
Segment D: The NPR podcast and radio show Hidden Brain celebrated it’s 4 year 
anniversary. The program explores the subconscious factors that lead to our decision 
making -- from our desire to avoid death to the women coming forward in the metoo 
movement. We spoke with Shankar Vandatam about his trajectory into journalism and 
some of his favorite stories.  
PRE-TAPE  
 
Wednesday 11.27 
 
Segment A: WLRN Reporters Daniel Rivero and Caitie Switalski were in Sunrise for last 
night’s homecoming rally for President Trump. Rivero was also at a Latino’s for Trump 
rally on Monday. The reporters join us to discuss the rallies and the President’s time in 
South Florida.  
LIVE DOWNTOWN  
  
Segment B: StoryCorps, a national storytelling nonprofit, is hosting its annual project 
The Great Thanksgiving Listen. The initiative, which launched five years ago, asks 
young people to record conversations with an elder, mentor, friend or someone they 
admire using the StoryCorps App.Dave Isay, founder of StoryCorps, joins Sundial to 
explain how they collect the holiday tales. StoryCorps aims to record and share stories 
of people from all backgrounds. Since 2003, the program has collected thousands of 
conversations, now archived by the Library of Congress. You can hear excerpts from 
StoryCorps every Friday morning on NPR. 
  
Segment C: How does South Florida celebrate Thanksgiving? A conversation with chef 
Norman Van Aiken, Gretchen Schmidt from Edible South Florida and Time Out Miami’s 
food editor Virginia Gil about cooking tradition, fresh foods for the holidays and more. 
LIVE DOWNTOWN  
 
Thursday 11.28 -- NO SHOW THANKSGIVING 
 
 
 
 

https://storycorps.org/
https://storycorps.org/participate/the-great-thanksgiving-listen/


 
 
 
 
 
Sundial Rundown 12.02.-12.06 
 
Note: All Sundial segments are subject to change.  
 
Monday, Dec. 2, 2019 
 
Segment A: The Trump Administration has announced a number of new restrictions on 
U.S. travel to Cuba since taking office. The list includes educational and tourism visas. It 
has also placed limits on doing business with entities that have links to Cuba’s military. 
Will the U.S. cut ties with Cuba? WLRN’s Tim Padgett joins Sundial to take a look at the 
current relationship between the U.S. and Cuba.  
LIVE DOWNTOWN   
  
Segment B: Miami entrepreneur and art collector Jorge M. Pérez will open “El Espacio 
23,” a new art space located in Allapattah. The space will feature thousands of pieces 
from Pérez’s personal art collection that had been kept away in storage for years. 
Sundial went to “El Espacio 23” and talked with Pérez about how he thinks the new 
space will advance South Florida’s arts and culture ecosystem and what he will be 
doing to ensure that the community of Allapattah will be included in the evolution.  
PRE-RECORD 
 
Segment C: Art lovers from around the world will descend upon Miami starting this week 
for Miami Art Week and Art Basel to enjoy presentations, events and plenty of art 
admiring/purchasing. Brett Sokol, contributing writer on art and culture for The New 
York Times joins Sundial to give a rundown of this year’s events and talk about local 
artists who will be featured.  
LIVE DOWNTOWN  
 
Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2019 
  
Segment A: An examination and analysis of Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) data and records by the New York Times shows a delay in funding for recovery 
from Hurricanes Maria and Irma to Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. The data shows 



discrepancies in funding allocation between the Carribean islands and states like Texas 
and Florida. NYT reporter Zolan Kanno-Youngs join Sundial to talk about their reporting.  
SKYPE OR FACETIME 
  
Segment B: The new movie, Waves tells the story of a South Florida black family who 
are faced with loss, drug addiction and forgiveness. The film, which was completely 
filmed and directed in South Florida, tries to capture the real essence of the place with 
shots of swimming manatees, walks in the Everglades, palm trees, beaches and drives 
down U.S. 1. Trey Edward Shults, the film’s director and writer joined Sundial to talk 
about why he, a white man from Houston, Texas felt like it was necessary to tell this 
story.  
PRE-RECORD 
 
Segment C: The 2019 Knights Arts Challenge winners have been announced. The 
yearly contest looks for the best and most innovative ideas aimed at bringing South 
Florida residents together through the arts. We talk to two project winners. Abandoned 
Vehicles of the Everglades: A fine art photography book featuring a beautiful and 
evocative series of nighttime environmental images by Matt Stock and stories by 
Charles Kropke of vehicles long-abandoned in the Greater Everglades. And Liberty City 
VR – From Roosevelt’s New Deal to the Miami Riots: An immersive virtual reality 
experience that takes users through the sights, sounds, triumphs and tragedies of 
Miami’s legendary Liberty City. 
DOWNTOWN 
 
Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2019 -- Show pre-empted because of impeachment hearings 
 
Thursday, Dec. 5, 2019 
 
Segment A: The new head of Florida’s Department of Corrections, Mark Inch, is 
worried that the state’s prison system is on the brink of failure. Inch believes there are 
signs Florida prisons could one day experience a riot as big as the 1980 New Mexico 
riot, where prison guards killed 33 inmates and held others hostage. Florida’s prison 
system is the third largest in the nation. Mary Ellen Klas is the Capital Bureau Chief for 
The Miami Herald and covers government affairs, focusing on investigative and 
accountability reporting. She joins Sundial to explain the dire state of the Florida Prison 
System.   
  
Segment B: The interactive and immersive installation called Black Power 
Naps/Siestas Negras by Afro Latinx artists Navild Acosta and Fannie Sosa looks at 

https://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/state-politics/article237756419.html
https://www.kunm.org/post/new-mexico-eyes-opening-deadly-prison-riot-site-museum
https://www.kunm.org/post/new-mexico-eyes-opening-deadly-prison-riot-site-museum
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/state-politics/article223887425.html
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/politics-government/state-politics/article223887425.html


what they call the “sleeping gap,” the correlation between sleeping and income 
inequality and how it affects predominantly people of color. It looks at the relationship 
people of color have with relaxation and sleep and how sleep in these communities are 
seen as laziness. Through artwork like embellished beds, canopies, serene lighting, 
therapeutic sound vibrations, and guided nap meditations, the artists say the installation 
is offering reparations. The exhibition is located at the Miami Dade College's Museum of 
Art and Design.  
LIVE DOWNTOWN 
 
Segment C: A new exhibition in Palm Beach County by photographer Sofia Valiente 
captures life in the Belle Glades community. Valiente spent 5 years capturing the daily 
lives of residents. The exhibition is on a replica 1920s era Steamboat -- intended to 
transport audiences back in time. Palm Beach County reporter Madeline Fox spoke with 
Valiente about her inspiration for the boat and the exhibition.  
PRE-RECORDED  
 
Sundial Rundown 12.09.-12.12: Pledge Drive and Impeachment Hearings 
 
Note: All Sundial segments are subject to change.  
 
 
Monday, Dec. 9, 2019 -- NO 1PM SHOW BECAUSE OF IMPEACHMENT/ 8PM 
Broadcast 
 
Segment A: Last week the Florida Department of Transit announced new safety 
measures to address the high number of deaths on Brightline crossings throughout the 
State of Florida. At a transportation summit in Hollywood, FDOT Director Kevin Thibault 
announced 60 million dollars to be sent to more clearly identify railcrossings to cars as 
well as expand suicide prevention measures. Broward County Reporter Caitie Switalski 
was at the summit and joins us to discuss.  
SKYPE PRE-TAPE   
  
Segment B: South Florida columnist and author Carl Hiaasen has some tough advice 
for new graduates -- you’re not going to be the next Bruce Springsteen. His book 
Assume the Worst: The Graduation Speech You’ll Never Hear will keep new graduates 
honest about the next chapter in their lives. We speak with Hiaasen about the book, his 
new children’s book Squirm and his decades long relationship with fellow humorist Dave 
Barry.  
PRE-RECORD   



 
Segment C: The second part of our conversation with Carl Hiaasen. Plus, a look back 
on our series Live from the 305 with the band Lemon City Trio. 
PRE-RECORD  
 
Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2019 1PM MONDAY SHOW REPLAYS / 8PM Broadcast 
  
Segment A: Many questions still remain around the fatal shooting of a UPS driver, 2 
burglars and a bystander  in Broward County following an hours long standoff with 
police and FBI agents. The Florida Department of Law Enforcement is asking for 
anyone with video of the incident to contact the agency. Miami Herald Reporter David 
Ovalle joins us to discuss the latest in the investigation.  
PRE-TAPE  
  
Segment B: Kristin Arnett, Alex Segura and T. Kira Madden are all authors of the first 
year of the Sundial Book Club. We held a roundtable discussion with the authors at the 
Miami Book Fair about writing about South Florida, their inspirations and their upcoming 
writing projects.  
PRE-TAPE  
 
Segment C: Part II of our conversation with Kristin Arnett, T. Kira Madden and Alex 
Segura about writing in South Florida.  
PRE-TAPE   
 
Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2019 --  1PM TUESDAY SHOW REPLAYS/ NO 8PM Broadcast 
due to School Board.  
 
Thursday, Dec. 12, 2019 -- NORMAL PROGRAM 
 
Segment A: The Orlando Sentinel’s Chabelli Herrera recently investigated the 
conditions for workers at Disney World. Her report entitled “Laborland”, examines how 
Disney’s tens of thousands of employees are getting by on 15$ an hour and the rising 
costs of continuing to work in Orlando. We speak with Herrera about her reporting.  
PRE-TAPE    
  
Segment B: Part II of our conversation with Herrera.   
 
Segment C: Michael Tilson Thomas, the founder and artistic director of the New World 
Symphony, was awarded the Kennedy Center Lifetime Achievement. The ceremony will 



be broadcast on CBS this Sunday that will be broadcast at the New World Symphony 
Soundscape. WLRN Producer Chris Remington spoke with Tilson Thomas about the 
honor and his plans now that he’s departing from the San Francisco Symphony.  
PRE-TAPE   
 

 
Sundial Shows 12.16 - 12.19 
 
December 16  
Best - of show  
 
Tuesday, Dec. 17, 2019 -- Pledge Drive  
  
Segment A: The city of Miami and the Ocean Conservancy recently joined together in a 
shores forward partnership with a commitment to protecting Biscayne Bay and the 
coastline. One of the key parts of the agreement — a comprehensive city wide survey of 
plastic pollution and the city’s pollution footprint. J.P Brooker is a senior manager for the 
Ocean Conservancy and joins us to discuss.  
LIVE WUSF  
  
Segment B & C: Our conversation with David Rifkind, Interim Chair of the Department 
of Landscape Architecture + Environmental and Urban Design at Florida International 
University. We discussed designing new buildings to handle increasingly strong 
hurricanes and sea level rise. 
PRE-TAPE  
 
Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2019 -- Special Coverage from NPR on the Impeachment 
Vote 
 
December 19  
Sundial dedicated the whole show to the issue of homlessness.  
Homelessness remains a critical issue across South Florida. According to a 2018 report 
by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), more than 30,000 
people experience homelessness on any given day in Florida. These include the 
elderly, veterans and children. Sundial hosted a panel discussion about the issue of 
homelessness and talked about affordable housing, mental health services and the role 
of local government has in helping these individuals. 
 
Sundial Shows 12.23 - 12.26 



Monday 12.23 -- Sundial Best-of Show 
 
Tuesday 12.24 -- Christmas Eve Special Programming 
 
Wednesday 12.25 -- Christmas Special Programming 
 
Thursday 12. 26 -- Sundial Best-of Show 
 
 
Sundial Shows 12.30 - 12.31 
 
Monday 12.30 -- Best of Show 
 
Tuesday 12.31 -- Special Programming 


