
WLRN NEWS  

WLRN News Two dozen times each weekday - and also on weekends, as 
needed - our journalists report the stories that affect all of us living in 
South Florida. This multiple-award-winning team is led by Vice President 
of News Tom Hudson, News Director Terence Shepherd and Editorial 
Director Alicia Zuckerman. They are supported by 19 journalists including 
digital and engagement editors and producers. WLRN continues to 
partner with the Miami Herald news organization as well as with other 
Florida public radio stations.  

The Florida News Exchange Founded and managed by WLRN, this 
cloud-based exchange platform is a nexus for Florida news: partner 
public radio stations around the state share their coverage with each 
other, supplementing the scope of locally and regionally focused 
reporting and broadening Florida listener’s knowledge and awareness.  

ONGOING PROGRAMS  

The Florida Roundup https://www.wlrn.org/programs/florida-roundup 
Each week Tom Hudson of WLRN in Miami and Melissa Ross of WJCT in 
Jacksonville, along with journalists and news makers from around the 
state, discuss the news of Florida over the past 7 days. The hour-long 
program is broadcast Fridays at 12 noon and shared with other Florida 
public broadcasting stations. Listeners can join the conversation by 
telephone, email, posting to our Facebook page or via Twitter at 
#FLroundup. The program also is available as a podcast.  

Recent topics include: 

12/25/2020  49:24 
https://www.wlrn.org/podcast/the-florida-roundup/2020-12-25/pandemic-ex
pected-to-take-a-toll-on-tourism-through-2021 

12/21/2020  49:29 
https://www.wlrn.org/2020-12-18/moderna-vaccine-heads-to-florida-as-covi
d-19-numbers-jump-higher 

 12/11/2020  49:29 
https://www.wlrn.org/podcast/the-florida-roundup/2020-12-11/florida-await
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s-first-shipment-of-covid-19-vaccine 

12/04/2020  49:14 
https://www.wlrn.org/podcast/the-florida-roundup/2020-12-04/heres-what-fl
oridas-covid-vaccine-rollout-may-look-like 

11/30/2020 49:24 
https://www.wlrn.org/2020-11-27/state-retailers-hope-consumers-find-it-in-f
lorida-this-year 

11/20/2020 49:25 
https://www.wlrn.org/podcast/the-florida-roundup/2020-11-20/what-its-like-t
o-participate-in-a-coronavirus-vaccine-clinical-trial 

11/13/2020    49:03 
https://www.wlrn.org/podcast/the-florida-roundup/2020-11-13/covid-19-cas
es-rise-in-florida-as-the-governor-remains-silent 

11/06/2020 49:32 
https://www.wlrn.org/podcast/the-florida-roundup/2020-11-06/rallies-enthus
iasm-and-a-solid-ground-game-propelled-trumps-florida-victory 

10/30/2020 49:27 
https://www.wlrn.org/2020-10-30/presidential-candidates-prove-how-import
ant-florida-is-to-winning-the-white-house 

10/23/2020 49:23 
https://www.wlrn.org/podcast/the-florida-roundup/2020-10-23/floridas-inde
pendent-voters-are-split-on-presidential-candidates 

10/16/2020 49:32 
https://www.wlrn.org/podcast/the-florida-roundup/2020-10-16/floridas-covid
-19-calculations-questioned-as-possible-fall-surge-looms 

 
10/09/2020  49:13 
https://www.wlrn.org/podcast/the-florida-roundup/2020-10-09/head-of-flori
das-elections-supervisors-says-there-will-be-no-reason-to-question-florida 

10/2/2020 49:12 
https://www.wlrn.org/podcast/the-florida-roundup/2020-10-02/former-florid
a-supreme-court-justice-urges-courts-to-prepare-for-post-election-litigation 
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The South Florida Roundup  
https://www.wlrn.org/programs/south-florida-roundup Each week a panel 
of journalists and newsmakers from South Florida and around the state 
discuss the week in news. Broadcast Fridays at 1 pm and rebroadcast 
Saturday mornings at 6 am, the hour-long program is hosted by WLRN 
Vice President of News, Tom Hudson, and periodically by WLRN anchors 
and reporters. Listeners can join the conversation by telephone, email, 
posting to our Facebook page or tweeting @WLRN.  

Recent Topics include:  

12/21/2020 3:36:52 
https://www.wlrn.org/2020-12-18/the-first-covid-19-vaccines-arrive-for-sout
h-florida-healthcare-workers-long-term-care-residents 

12/11/2020  50:51 
https://www.wlrn.org/podcast/the-south-florida-roundup/2020-12-11/local-n
ursing-homes-prepare-for-covid-19-vaccines 

12/04/2020  33:44 
https://www.wlrn.org/podcast/the-south-florida-roundup/2020-12-04/pande
mic-fatigue-wears-on-following-protective-measures-says-miami-dades-ne
w-chief-medical-officer 

11/20/2020  51:14 
https://www.wlrn.org/podcast/the-south-florida-roundup/2020-11-20/as-cov
id-cases-increase-new-miami-dade-mayor-appoints-chief-medical-officer 

11/13/2020  50:51 
https://www.wlrn.org/podcast/the-south-florida-roundup/2020-11-13/a-sogg
y-stormy-flooded-south-florida-and-increasing-covid-19-infections 

11/06/2020 50:45 
https://www.wlrn.org/podcast/the-south-florida-roundup/2020-11-06/after-n
ovember-election-results-is-south-florida-actually-purple 

10/30/2020 50:57 
https://www.wlrn.org/podcast/the-south-florida-roundup/2020-10-30/what-t
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o-expect-on-election-night-in-florida-hint-we-likely-wont-know-who-won 

10/23/2020 50:56 
https://www.wlrn.org/podcast/the-south-florida-roundup/2020-10-23/presid
ential-politics-in-hialeah-a-potential-covid-surge-and-transportation-in-mia
mi-dade 

10/16/2020 51:14 
https://www.wlrn.org/podcast/the-south-florida-roundup/2020-10-16/florida-
at-the-center-of-2020s-presidential-race 

10/09/2020 37:47 
https://www.wlrn.org/podcast/the-south-florida-roundup/2020-10-09/miami-
dade-school-district-faces-several-positive-covid-cases-during-first-week-o
f-reopening 

10/06/2020 36:46 
https://www.wlrn.org/2020-10-02/south-florida-medical-leader-prescribes-c
aution-as-schools-businesses-reopen 
 
 
The Sunshine Economy http://wlrn.org/programs/sunshine-economy 
Each week, WLRN’s Vice President of News, Tom Hudson, hosts The 
Sunshine Economy, which takes a fresh look at key industries 
transforming South Florida into a regional powerhouse. From 
investments in health care, storm preparedness, international trade, real 
estate and technology-based start-ups, listeners tune in to learn more 
about one of the world's most vibrant and diverse economies. The 
Sunshine Economy is on hiatus over the summer months. The rest of the 
year this hour long program airs Mondays at 9:00 am and 7:00 pm.  

Recent Topics include:  

12/20/2020 49:00 
https://www.wlrn.org/podcast/the-sunshine-economy/2020-12-22/the-suns
hine-economy-the-business-of-testing-covid-19-vaccine-and-volunteers 

12/15/2020  48:59 
https://www.wlrn.org/podcast/the-sunshine-economy/2020-12-15/the-suns
hine-economy-competing-in-the-global-mask-market-from-miami 
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12/01/2020  48:59 
https://www.wlrn.org/podcast/the-sunshine-economy/2020-12-01/the-suns
hine-economy-how-a-baker-banker-and-bartender-are-navigating-the-pan
demic-economy 

11/23/2020  49:00 
https://www.wlrn.org/podcast/the-sunshine-economy/2020-11-23/feeding-t
he-sunshine-economy-in-south-florida  

11/10/2020  49:02 
https://www.wlrn.org/2020-11-10/the-sunshine-economy-federal-covid-19-
stimulus-and-local-governments 

11/02/2020  49:00 
https://www.wlrn.org/podcast/the-sunshine-economy/2020-11-02/the-suns
hine-economy-a-new-normal 

10/27/2020 48:59 
https://www.wlrn.org/podcast/the-sunshine-economy/2020-10-27/the-suns
hine-economy-civility-and-commerce 

10/19/2020 48:59 
https://www.wlrn.org/podcast/the-sunshine-economy/2020-10-19/the-suns
hine-economy-race-real-estate-and-a-recovery 

10/12/2020   48:59 
https://www.wlrn.org/podcast/the-sunshine-economy/2020-10-12/regional-f
ederal-reserve-boss-still-a-lot-of-precariousness-in-the-economy 

10/05/2020  24:11 
https://www.wlrn.org/2020-10-05/the-sunshine-economy-young-workers-a
nd-covid-19 

 

The Latin America Report http://wlrn.org/programs/latin-america-report 
WLRN’s coverage of the region is headed by Americas editor Tim Padgett, 
a 23-year veteran of TIME and Newsweek magazines. He joins a team of 
reporters and editors at the Miami Herald, El Nuevo Herald and NPR to 
cover a region whose cultural wealth, environmental complexity, vast 
agricultural output and massive oil reserves offer no shortage of important 
and fascinating stories to tell. The Latin America Report airs each Tuesday 
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on WLRN.  

Recent Topics include: 

12/28/2020  5:00 
https://www.wlrn.org/podcast/latin-america-report/2020-12-28/latin-americ
a-and-the-caribbean-2020-from-covid-19-devastation-to-cuban-artist-defia
nce 

12/07/2020  4:44 
https://www.wlrn.org/podcast/latin-america-report/2020-12-07/cuban-artists
-are-captivating-the-world-but-can-they-challenge-the-regime 

11/30/2020  4:40 
https://www.wlrn.org/podcast/latin-america-report/2020-11-30/venezuelas-
holding-elections-sunday-most-of-the-worlds-dismissing-them 

11/23/2020  4:58 
https://www.wlrn.org/podcast/latin-america-report/2020-11-23/what-eta-an
d-iota-tell-us-about-the-hurricane-future-in-latin-america-and-the-caribbean 

11/16/2020  4:58 
https://www.wlrn.org/2020-11-16/black-superhero-toussaint-louverture-bio
graphy-an-opening-to-historic-haiti-revolt 

11/10/2020   4:51 
https://www.wlrn.org/2020-11-10/to-reclaim-florida-democrats-must-reimag
ine-who-florida-latinos-are 

10/27/2020   4:51 
https://www.wlrn.org/2020-10-26/trump-and-haitians-he-said-hed-be-their-
champ-many-now-feel-like-chumps 

10/12/2020  5:00 
https://www.wlrn.org/podcast/latin-america-report/2020-10-12/toro-time-did
-bidenistas-take-the-socialista-bull-by-the-horns-in-florida 

10/05/2020  4:45 
https://www.wlrn.org/2020-10-05/why-are-so-many-latinos-obsessed-with-
black-lives-matter-its-complicated-or-simple 
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https://www.wlrn.org/2020-11-10/to-reclaim-florida-democrats-must-reimagine-who-florida-latinos-are
https://www.wlrn.org/2020-11-10/to-reclaim-florida-democrats-must-reimagine-who-florida-latinos-are
https://www.wlrn.org/2020-10-26/trump-and-haitians-he-said-hed-be-their-champ-many-now-feel-like-chumps
https://www.wlrn.org/2020-10-26/trump-and-haitians-he-said-hed-be-their-champ-many-now-feel-like-chumps
https://www.wlrn.org/podcast/latin-america-report/2020-10-12/toro-time-did-bidenistas-take-the-socialista-bull-by-the-horns-in-florida
https://www.wlrn.org/podcast/latin-america-report/2020-10-12/toro-time-did-bidenistas-take-the-socialista-bull-by-the-horns-in-florida
https://www.wlrn.org/2020-10-05/why-are-so-many-latinos-obsessed-with-black-lives-matter-its-complicated-or-simple
https://www.wlrn.org/2020-10-05/why-are-so-many-latinos-obsessed-with-black-lives-matter-its-complicated-or-simple


SPECIALS & PROJECTS  

Interns http://wlrn.org/term/wlrn-interns WLRN invests in developing 
young journalists throughout the year. We regularly interview and select a 
diverse array of current and recent college students interested in 
developing their skills in a newsroom that trains them to function as 
professional journalists. They are paid during their stint at the station and 
emerge from the experience with increased confidence, skill, knowledge 
and portfolios of their work. Summer interns at WLRN News were:  

Alejandra Marquez Janse, Florida International University 
Natu Tweh, University of Miami 

WLRN On Instagram: Your Election Connection.  
Three Conversations About The Election You Don’t Want To Miss is a 
new outreach effort by WLRN’s engagement producer to serve voters that 
may well stay home and vote by mail this Nov. 3rd. Our invitation reads: 
We want to come together to talk about three things: what you’ll see on 
your ballot (Hint: there are a lot more races than the presidential contest), 
how to vote by mail, and what mis- and disinformation campaigns look 
like. We invite you to join us to discuss these topics in-depth on Instagram 
Live. In each live stream, we’ll have a Q&A discussion with a member of 
our news team, a local expert and — of course — you. Our audience 
brought their questions and thoughts on Instagram three times in 2020 at 
7 p.m. Monday, Sept. 28; Tuesday, Oct. 6; and Tuesday, Oct. 13  

 
Post Election Coverage and Analysis focused locally 
The day after Election Day WLRN News spoke with many of the newly 
elected officials, asking about their policy priorities with the election over. 
These interviews focused on COVID-19 public health efforts and 
addressing the local economic issues brought on by the pandemic. The 
coverage continued and deepened through the end of December as 
COVID-19 infections rose, and job growth slowed.  

Amendment 4: Tracking the Restoration of Felons Voting Rights 



Amendment 4 passed in November 2018 with nearly 65 percent of the 
vote. It was intended to restore voting rights to felons that had served their 
time. Implementation was to begin in 2019 but WLRN’s reporting was well 
ahead of national and local media addressing how financial obligations 
could throw a wrench into what many thought was a major voting rights 
victory. WLRN continued to cover the issue. Meanwhile, a new 
Amendment 4 was on the Nov. ballot - a measure that, if approved by 
voters - would have made citizen proposed constitutional amendments 
more difficult. As WLRN reported, voters rejected that proposed 
amendment Nov 4th. 

Coronavirus Response Perhaps our greatest service to the community 
is addressing the Covid-19 pandemic in hard hit South Florida and Latin 
America. We informed our audience across all fronts - broadcast, web, 
social media - even launching a Florida Keys specific newsletter. Our 
approach closely paralleled our usual response to hurricane coverage, 
combining continuous coverage of measures to address and contain the 
virus’ spread with lists of testing sites and more. The station’s internal 
operations changed to focus both on employee and freelancer safety as 
well as community safety. We not only instituted a work from home 
operation early in March but also expanded to a 7 day a week coverage 
plan, instead of weekday only, and adopted a consistent weekday 
conference call coordinating information and reporting plans.  

Intermission The coronavirus pandemic may have forced arts venues to 
shut down, but that doesn't mean South Florida artists slowed down. 
Many are staying connected with their audiences through social media 
and live-streaming events. WLRN created a series called "Intermission" 
covering how the arts in South Florida are trying to stay healthy through 
focused coverage of local theater companies, playwrights, musicians, 
actors, dancers, choreographers, spoken-word and visual artists that are 
hosting online happenings.  

Hurricane Ready:  Florida Public Radio Emergency Network & WLRN 
FPREN is activated during weather emergencies to provide residents with 
timely and accurate information. The Atlantic hurricane season runs from 
June 1 to Nov. 30 although named storms have been cropping up before 
the official start, signalling a change to the usual pattern, which WLRN 



noted in its climate reporting. WLRN encourages all Florida residents, 
new and otherwise, to have an emergency plan and obtain supplies to be 
ready in case of a weather emergency. WLRN continues to post 
information our audience needs to help keep themselves and their 
families safe before, during and after a storm. Forecasts and interactive 
maps are available on our site’s weather page, powered by Florida 
Storms. https://www.wlrn.org/term/hurricane-preparedness-0  

 # 


