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Travelin the Bluegrass 

January 3: University of Kentucky Grain and Forage Center of Excellence Director Dr. Chad Lee says 
the Winter Wheat Meeting is being postponed until February 8 at the Bruce Convention Center in 
Hopkinsville.  Dr. Lee says sustainability, the increasing cost of inputs, and how to produce top 
yielding wheat will be among topics on the agenda.

January 4: Louisville Mayor Greg Fischer says Kentucky farmers play a major role in the tourism 
industry in Louisville and the state.  Mayor Fischer told Kentucky Farm Bureau members during the 
annual meeting the local food movement is continuing to grow with several restaurants combining food
and education on their menu.

January 5: Caldwell County Agricultural Extension Agent Shane Bogle says livestock farmers who 
sustained tornado damage in December need to check for debris in their hay.  Bogle talks about how to 
test for metal and other debris, testing equipment that is available, and the impact metal fragments 
could have on livestock.

January 6: Avery Cole from Warren County holds the title of the Kentucky Farm Bureau Outstanding 
female following the organization’s annual meeting in Louisville.  Cole talks about participating in the 
contest, her message about agriculture, and what she gained from the experience.

January 7: Jackson Baird from Spencer County took home top honors in the Kentucky Farm Bureau 
Outstanding Farm Bureau Youth Contests during organization’s annual meeting in December.  Baird 
talked about his focus on small family farms, what he learned in the contest, and how the experience 
will help him in the future.

anuary 10: Kentucky Cattleman’s Association Executive Director Dave Maples discusses this week’s 
Cattleman’s meeting in Lexington.  Maples talks about the speakers, events that are taking place, and 
the importance of gathering in person for the annual meeting.

January 11: Kentucky Soybean Association President Allen Pace discusses the Kentucky Commodity 
Conference that returns to Bowling Green this week.  Pace talks about the events, the speakers, and the 
award presentations that are taking place this year.

January 12: Lead Pivot Bio Agronomist Lori Reece discusses the technology and advantages of Pivot 
Bio Proven 40.  Lori talks about the advantages the product offers for farmers, potential cost savings, 
and what they are hearing from farmers who have already tested Pivot Bio Proven 40.

January 13: University of Kentucky Grain and Forage Center of Excellence Director Dr. Chad Lee 
discusses immediate plans to get the UK Research and Education Center back open.  Dr. Lee also 
reassures the agriculture community of the commitment to rebuild and continue to serve as a major 
agriculture research hub.

January 14: University of Kentucky Grain and Forage Center of Excellence Director Dr. Chad Lee 
discusses steps being take to recover data and research from the rubble at the Research and Education 
Center in Princeton that was destroyed by the December 10 tornado.  Dr. Lee talks about the research, 
recovery efforts, and other details.



January 17: The Murray State University Hutson School of Agriculture Dean Dr. Tony Brannon says 
they are excited to host the 17th Soybean Promotion Day Tuesday, January 18, at the CFSB Center.  Dr. 
Brannon talks about the partnership with the Kentucky Soybean Board, the speakers for this year’s 
program, and the topics that will be covered.

January 18: University of Kentucky Grain and Forage Center of Excellence Director Dr. Chad Lee says
a significant piece of history survived the December 10th tornado that left ninety percent of the 
buildings in rubble.  Dr. Lee talks about the importance of the Allis-Chalmers no-till planter, the 
historical significance, and the damage it sustained.

January 19: Kentucky Agriculture Leadership Program Coordinator Dr. Will Snell says he is excited 
about the 13th class that will begin in February.  Dr. Snell talks about the diversity of the class, the crops
they raise, their backgrounds, and what they will learn during the next two years.

January 20: Dr. Will Snell says the Kentucky Agriculture Leadership Program provides class members 
a chance to network with all sectors of agriculture.  Dr. Snell talks about the lessons the class learns, the
importance of each class member’s experience, and the opportunity to network with other ag leadership
programs around the country.

January 21: Geoff Cooper with the Renewable Fuels Association discusses the importance of ethanol 
and the need for work on regulations through the Environmental Protection Agency.  Cooper discusses 
the benefits of ethanol, cost savings the fuel provides to consumers, and other benefits.

January 24: President Mark Haney says Kentucky Farm Bureau fared well during the American Farm 
Bureau meeting January 9th through the 12th in Atlanta.  Haney says the delegation was smaller than 
normal, but Kentucky returned home with some nice awards.

January 25: Kentucky Agriculture Commissioner Ryan Quarles says a Livestock Center of Excellence 
for Kentucky is one of the top legislative priorities this year.  Quarles talks about the need to serve the 
livestock industry and what role a Livestock Center of Excellence would play.

January 26: Kentucky Farm Bureau President Mark Haney says assistance for Western Kentucky 
farmers impacted by the December 10 and 11 tornadoes.  Haney says there is assistance for a number 
of items that can help farmers rebuild fences and buildings that were damaged and destroyed.

January 27: Agriculture Commissioner Ryan Quarles says Kentucky is excited for the return of the 
National Farm Machinery Show in February.  Quarles talks about the importance of the show and 
tractor pulls, the North American, and other events at the Kentucky Exposition Center.

January 28: Kara Lee with Certified Angus Beef says demand was up considerably in 2021 compared 
to previous years.  Lee discussed changes in the beef industry, how that impacted the consumer, and the
role certified angus beef plays.

January 31: Jeff King says the Kentucky Soybean Association will host two Intensive Soybean 
Management Workshops February 1 and 2 to help farmers get their most out of the bean crop.  King 
says this year’s seminar will feature well-known crop consultant Missy Bauer from Michigan.



February 1: University of Kentucky Extension Forester Billy Thomas says Saturday, February 5, is 
Maple Day in the Bluegrass.  Thomas says several maple syrup producers are opening to the public 
Saturday to allow tours, tasting, and the chance for people to learn about maple syrup.

February 2: Kentucky Venues President David Beck says excitement is building for the return of the 
National Farm Machinery Show February 16 through 19.  Beck talks about the show, what is planned, 
voluntary registration, and more.

February 3: University of Kentucky Agriculture Economist Dr. Jordan Shockley says there are some 
steps farmers can take to help prepare for increasing input costs.  Shockley says those steps will help 
farmers manage through a tough year.

February 4: Kentucky Maple Association President Seth Long says the organization is helping farmers 
across the state make improvements to streamline their operations.  Long says his and other operations 
have grown tremendously, which is providing an agritourism opportunities across the state.

February 7: Kentucky Farm Bureau President Mark Haney says policy concerning livestock pricing 
was a major topic at the American Farm Bureau meeting in January.  Haney, who serves on the 
American Farm Bureau Board, says determining a fair pricing structures for all areas of the country 
was the focus of the policy that drew quite a bit of debate.

February 8: University of Kentucky Agriculture Economist Dr. Jordan Shockley says farmers are still 
apprehensive about carbon credits and how that fits into a farming operation.  Dr. Shockley says there 
is only one company in Kentucky, with a number of factors for farmers to evaluate before signing a 
contract.

February 9: Kentucky Venues President David Beck says the Championship Tractor Pull at the National
Farm Machinery Show will feature a full slate of the top truck and tractor pullers in the country.  Beck 
says there are a few changes in Freedom Hall for safety purposes, but attendees can expect a great 
show.

February 10: Murray State University Breathitt Veterinary Center Director Dr. Debbie Reed says 
Chronic Wasting Disease that was discovered in a deer in West Tennessee has not been detected in 
Kentucky.  Dr. Reed discusses the disease, the testing process, and more.

February 11: Breckinridge County farmer John Henning says he loves all aspects of farming and 
agriculture, especially his cattle.  Henning talks about his farming operation, how he got started, and his
biggest struggles on the farm.

February 14: Kentucky Venues Communications Director Ian Cox discusses the 2022 National Farm 
Machinery Show that takes place at the Kentucky Exposition Center in Louisville.  Cox talks about the 
events taking place this year, changes visitors will see, and other details. 

February 15: Ian Cox with the National Farm Machinery Show talks about special events taking place 
during the 2022 National Farm Machinery Show.  He discusses free seminars, the gift and craft market,
tractors on display in Broadbent Arena, and other details.



February 16: Ag Associates for Christ member Mike Barbee discusses the first agriculture prayer 
gathering Friday, February 18, at the National Farm Machinery Show in Louisville.  Barbee talks about
organizing the meeting, special speakers coming to the meeting, and how people can participate.

February 17: A case of Avian Influenza found in a turkey in southern Indiana is forcing the 
postponement of the annual Poultry Conference that was planned for February 22 in McLean County.  
Ag Extension Agent David Fourqurean says poultry companies have requested the event be postponed 
until summer to prevent the disease from spreading.

February 18: Gary Wayne Cox, who manages Big Sandy Regional Airport in Martin County, says there
are numerous tourism opportunities in the mountains of Eastern Kentucky. Cox talks about touring the 
mountains and valleys with side by sides, what people can see, and other details.

February 21: Kentucky FFA Executive Director Matt Chaliff says FFA Chapters across the state will 
celebrate National FFA Week in a number of ways.  Chaliff talks about the celebration, the growth of 
Kentucky FFA, and the impact of the organization.

February 22: Kentucky FFA Director Matt Chaliff discusses the impact of Kentucky FFA on members, 
alumni, and the advisors.  Chaliff also talks about National FFA Officer Mallory White from Kentucky, 
how people can join FFA, and other details.

February 23: Kentucky FFA Treasurer Austin Robinson says his first experience in the FFA began with 
The FFA Creed and blossomed from there.  Robinson talks about his experience in the FFA, visiting 
with FFA members across the state, and the message he has for them.

February 24: State FFA Reporter Isaiah Pruitt from Larue County says agriculture policy is where his 
experience in the FFA began.  Pruitt talks about his work with farm safety, farmer stress, and the 
message he has for fellow FFA members.

February 25: We finish our National FFA Week salutes as we catch up with National East Region Vice 
President Mallory White from Kentucky.  White talks about her year as a national officer, what national
officers will be doing for National FFA Week, and how she encourages FFA members across the 
country.

February 28: Kentucky Corn Growers Executive Director Laura Knoth and Program Director Adam 
Andrews discuss issues facing corn farmers in 2022.  They talk about the importance of the National 
Farm Machinery Show and a new partnership with Green River Distillery.

March 1: Larue County farmer Caleb Ragland talks about the Kentucky Soybean Association and the 
work the organization does on behalf of farmers.  Ragland discusses issues on the minds of farmers and
promotional efforts the Kentucky Soybean Association is involved with.

March 2: H & R Agripower President Wayne Hunt talks about farmer outlook for 2022 in the wake of 
high input costs and supply chain issues.  He also discussed the National Farm Machinery Show and 
the employs that make up the company he heads up.

March 3: Kentucky Agriculture Commissioner Ryan Quarles is reminding farmers to contribute to the 
future of agriculture this month by making a $10 donation when renewing ag tags.  Quarles says the 
money helps fund 4-H and  FFA and the Kentucky Proud programs.



March 4: Seven Springs Farms in Wallonia, Kentucky, was recently recognized as a finalist in the Top 
Producer competition. Top Producer Editor Sara Schafer and farm owner Joe Nichols discuss the farm, 
what they produce, and how the farming operation began.

March 7: The 2022 Integrated Pest Management Workshop will focus on agronomics and specialty 
crops this year. University of Kentucky Extension Entomologist Dr. Ric Bessin says they will discuss 
some common pests that have been impacting row crops, with discussion for horticulture producers to 
focus on some threats that are causing farmers problems.

March 8:Joe Arnold with Kentucky Living Magazine says now is the time nominate your favorites 
business in the Best in Kentucky contest. Arnold talks about the categories, how to nominate, and other 
details.

March 9: National 4-H Foundation board member Dr. Bo Riles says the organization had a profound 
impact on his life and shaped his career. Dr. Bo says the organization continues to offer a world of 
opportunities for young people to find their place to belong.

March 10: An on-farm safety program that started at a western Kentucky farm 13 years ago has led to 
farms across the state holding safety training for their employees and surrounding farms. Joe Nichols 
and Dale Dobson discuss the history of the farm safety program and how it has developed over the 
years.

March 11: Clark County farmer Jeremy Jones says he enjoys every aspect of the agricultural life, but 
notes farming has some challenges. Jones discusses his farming operation, the struggles on the 
farm,and what he enjoys the most.

March 14: Kentucky Agriculture Commissioner Ryan Quarles says he was proud to participate in a 
trade mission organized by the USDA in Dubai. Quarles discusses their interest in Kentucky agriculture
and how the state’s agriculture and equine industries can benefit.

March 15: Kentucky Cattleman’s Association President Kerry King from Mercer County talks about 
the need for a livestock center of excellence in Kentucky. King details initial plans, talks about where 
the center will be located and who will be served.

March 16: Thirty outstanding Kentucky 4-H members will receive scholarships to attend the State Teen
Conference in June and National 4-H Congress in November in Atlanta Georgia after a strong showing 
instate 4-H Achievement competition. Program Director Dr. Kimberly Leger talks about the program, 
the selection process, and what each of the thirty will have a chance to do.

March 17:Terry Martin says agriculture has played a pivotal role inhis life since he was a child. As the 
Regional Sales Manager for H & R Agripower Martin says agriculture leaders helped shape his life and
career.

March 18: Bullitt County farmer Kyle Skidmore says his farming operation is based on a Beefalo cattle
herd that is producing both seed stock and freezer beef. Skidmore shares his agriculture story and 
discusses the challenges and joys of the agricultural life 



March 21: Farm Credit Mid-America President and CEO Dan Wagner says farmers who are members 
ofthe cooperative will start receiving patronage checks soon as the result of a very good 2021. Wagner 
shares patronage numbers, the payback to farmers, and how he enjoys hand delivering checks.

March 22:Kentucky Agriculture Commissioner Ryan Quarles says agriculture continues to be a major 
economic driver in the state of Kentucky. As we celebrate National Agriculture Day, Commissioner 
shares some of the highlights of Kentucky’s agriculture industry.

March 23: With a busy driving public and the increasing size of farm equipment, Kentucky State Police
spokesman Sergeant Jason Morse says farm safety on the road is more important than ever. Sgt Morse 
shared several farm safety does and don’ts during the recent farm safety symposium in Elizabethtown.

March 24: As we continue our two-part focus on farm safety on the road Kentucky State Police 
Sergeant Jason Morse clears up some common myths and misconceptions about moving farm 
equipment on the road. Morse said during the recent farm safety symposium developing a plan is a vital
part of remaining safe on the highway.

March 25: Carroll County farmer Steve Maiden says he enjoys the freedom and independence that the 
agriculture life provides he and his family

March 28: Commonwealth Agri Energy President Mick Henderson says the Renewable Fuels 
Association is hopeful the Environmental Protection Agency will extend the waiver to allow the sale of 
E-15 this summer. Henderson says that will result in lower prices for consumers at the gas pump and 
fill the void left by the ban on Russian oil.

March 29: President Mick Henderson says Kentucky’s ethanol plant, Commonwealth Agri Energy had 
a nice great year in 2021. Henderson says the COVID-19 pandemic forced them to explore new 
markets for hand sanitizer and other ethanol related products.

March 30: University of Kentucky Extension Entomologist Jonathon Larson says Kentucky will soon 
begin to see the arrival of spring pests. Larson says that will include slugs and the infamous fall army 
worm that caused problems in 2021.

March 31: Kentucky 4-H President Madison Wilmoth says she has been a part of 4-H since she was 
five years old. Wilmoth talks about her 4-H experience, her year serving as President, and encourages 
young people to find their place in 4-H.


