
QUARTERLY LIST OF COMMUNITY PROBLEMS WITH ILLUSTRATIVE RESPONSIVE 
PROGRAMMING

April 10, 2017

The attached report summarizes WTVX CW 34’s on-air response to the area’s most 
important concerns, as determined by the station’s active Ascertainment Report.  
The Ascertainment was derived from interviews with approximately 100 area 
community leaders.  These interviews determined what most needs to be addressed 
by our station’s efforts toward resolution of such problems in our broadcast field.

The information has been compiled by our Public Affairs Department, and program 
input has been garnered from our entire range of programming possibilities.

The report has been assembled by our Programming Department to be placed in the 
Public File on the above date, and covers the broadcast period beginning January 1 
through March 31, 2017.
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OTHER ISSUES/CONCERNS

HEALTH



CRIME

DESCRIPTION                   DATE/TIME____      

                                       Thursday 1/5/2017
                                                                                                CW 34 News @ 10pm

Clematis Robbery – A clerk at a Clematis street bookstore turns victim to *distracting 
burglars* surveillance video shows the criminals at the "liberty bookstore".  One asks her a 
question about a book, and the other sneaks behind the counter and swipes her wallet.  She 
tells CBS 12 she had a suspicious feeling about the pair, but was trying to be helpful.  Now, 
she's reaching out to CBS12 news to help catch the crooks.  

Pizza DNA Burglary - Stuart police taking a bite out of crime this afternoon, thanks to a slice of pizza!  
They arrested Jamar Mackey.  He's accused of breaking into a Stuart home and stealing electronics, 
then leaving behind a partially eaten piece of pizza.  That pizza was sent to a crime lab, where the dna 
on the slice connected him to the crime. 

Pawn Shop Shooting - A shopping trip turns deadly when armed robbers storm a Miami pawn shop.  
The 60 year old victim apparently got in the way, as the crooks stormed the store, then grabbed jewelry.  
A getaway driver helped pull off the brazen crime.  The criminals are on the run tonight.

Mutilated Bull - New tonight.  A cattle owner in Loxahatchee stumbles upon a disgusting crime done 
to one of his own animals!  His beloved bull, beheaded!  And this isn't the first decapitated animal 
recently discovered.  CBS12's Al Pefley joins us from the remote area of Dennis street tonight, where a 
crucial clue was left behind.

This animal cruelty case brought sheriff's investigators to this remote area in Loxhatchee.  This is way 
way out here, in an area where there are few roads.  Nothing but canals and pastures.

Sheriff's officials say a rancher was trying to feed his cattle when he made the shocking discovery: A 
*severed leg* belonging to one of his 15-hundred pound bull just west of his pasture.  Investigators say 
the culprit or culprits left behind a saw, a wooden pallet and raincoats.  This incident was reported 
January 1.   Since the bull is such a heavy massive animal, it would seem that this had to be the work of 
at least a couple of people, perhaps more than that.  The Sheriff's office calls it a "heinous act."   Last 
month, three decapitated animals were discovered also in western communities.  A horse’s head with a 
bullet to the skull, found in the acreage.  A decapitated goat and a headless rooster-also discovered in 
Loxahatchee groves.  We're working to figure out if these cases are connected.  When we get that 
information, we'll let you know.   In Loxahatchee, Al Pefley CBS12 news



Tuesday 1/10/2017
CW 34 News @ 10pm

Broward Deputy Suspended - The shooting at Fort Lauderdale Hollywood international was a 
tragedy, and now leaked footage, considered evidence- shows how it began.  It is disheartening I mean 
that video shows the last seconds of someone's life.

Broward County Mayor Barbara Sharief says elected leaders are ashamed someone who wears the 
badge tried to profit off bloodshed.  It's a trust issue; that is a huge trust issue for us.  As the FBI 
investigations continues, 46 year old Broward County Sheriff's Deputy Michael Dingman is suspended 
with pay but, no badge, no patrol car.  It is a federal investigation and that is a federal crime and so the 
commission as a whole was concerned about the integrity of the investigation as well as the way people 
view Broward County.

Just last year, Dingman was reprimanded for twice accessing info on a FHP trooper who was being 
harassed for ticketing an off duty police officer for speeding. His punishment? Counseling.
Bite: and we feel as a community that that's just not representative of Broward County and how sorry we 
are and how bad we feel for their loss.  TMZ is known for paying thousands of dollars for hot topic 
videos- Records show Dingman earned over 100 thousand dollars last year.  Live in the Studio VIncent 
Crivelli CBS 12 News

Monday 1/16/2017
                                                                                                                                                     CW 34 News 
@ 10pm

Salman Mosque Followup -  Before the shooting rampage, Omar Mateen once worshipped at a 
mosque in Fort Pierce, a mosque that was once the target of a hate crime.  That's where we find 
CBS12's al Pefley live... AL?

Al live: This mosque was heavily damaged in an arson attack a few months ago and you can see where 
part of the structure has been torn down.   There are still two buildings that remain standing. 

A handful of worshippers showed up for prayer services tonight at the Islamic Center of Ft. Pierce.
None of them would stop to comment, and none of them would say if Noor Salman had ever worshipped 
here.  We know her late husband, mass killer and Pulse nightclub shooter, Omar Mateen, did attend 
services here.  Noor Salman is charged with obstruction of justice and providing material support in the 
June 12 attack at the Pulse Nightclub in Orlando.  She moved to San Francisco right after the nightclub 
massacre.  Neighbors there say the family didn't share much information.

Glauber Franchi, Noor Salman's neighbor: Very private family, very quiet, you don't see no problems at 
all.  So the blinds always shut.  So mom work all day long. That I know. She leaves normally about 8 
o'clock in the morning, comes back six, seven at night.  The Islamic Center of Ft. Pierce was set on fire 
September 11 on the fifteenth anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist attacks.  Surveillance video showed a man 
running from the building.   32 year old Joseph Schreiber of Port St. Lucie has been charged with the 
crime.  He told investigators he had no intention of hurting anyone. Since that fire, the members of the 
mosque have been holding prayer services here in  one of the buildings that was not damaged by 



flames.  Muslims raised money to rebuild this place after the arson attack.   They've done the demolition, 
but so far, it appears no construction work is underway yet.   Live in Ft. Pierce, Al Pefley CBS12 news    

MLK Shooting at a MLK Park - A breaking news update tonight.  Police in Miami-Dade say 8 
people were shot at a celebration for Martin Luther King.  The shooting happened at the MLK Junior 
Memorial Park in Northwest Miami-Dade.  In all, 3 juveniles were shot and two more were grazed by 
bullets.  A 20-year old is listed in critical condition tonight.

Shots Fired into a Crowd - Another south Florida MLK day event ends in violence, when someone 
reportedly took fire into a celebration in Hallandale Beach.  One person died from their injuries and 
another two were injured.  Witnesses say someone may have shot into the crowd of the holiday event.  
Right now, we know at least one person was arrested in connection to the shooting. 

Tuesday 1/24/2017
CW 34 News @ 10pm

Deputy Involved Shooting - Another south Florida MLK day event ends in violence, when someone 
reportedly took fire into a celebration in Hallandale Beach.  One person died from their injuries and 
another two were injured.  Witnesses say someone may have shot into the crowd of the holiday event. 
Righ now, we know at least one person was arrested in connection to the shooting. 

Sheriff's deputies say the suspect, behind the wheel of this gray Mercedes slammed his car into a 
Sheriff's pickup truck and several cars, then tried to mow down a deputy on foot.  He was trying to get 
away after allegedly trying to sell drugs to undercover Sheriff's deputies in this parking lot.  A nearby 
hotel guests heard the shots when deputies opened fire.

Mike Salzlechner,  visiting a guest at hotel, heard 5-6 shots, they were like bam, bam, bam, bam.  He 
says he counted 4 or 5 shots.  I thought it was firecrackers.  Maybe I wasn't  quite sure it was  shots and 
a commotion and I looked outside and I saw probably a sheriff running by with a rifle.  The Sheriff says 
Horace Brown was shot once while in his car, and then a second time when he got out of his car.

(Sheriff) This was one of those cases where he was just absolutely not gonna cooperate, nothing they 
did could get him to stop until finally he was shot.  Brown then ran through the parking lot and collapsed 
near the drive thru lane of a McDonalds.

(Destin Mock) bystander: lots of police cars flying in from every direction, fire trucks were coming down 
the road, police were running around between the McDonalds and the Marriott. very crazy.  Customers at 
the nearby cracker barrel couldn't believe what happened.  Liane Brown, customer at Cracker Barrel, 
lives nearby: I'm shocked that anything like this is going on.  America has changed to the point that we 
don't know if we're really safe anymore.

The Sheriff says when Brown was arrested, he did not have a gun on him.  They plan to search the 
inside of his car later tonight or tomorrow.  The state Attorney’s office will review the shooting and the 
Sheriff says he has also asked the FBI to review it.  The deputies involved are *not* being placed on 



paid-leave and can return to work tomorrow if they choose.  Brown is in stable condition at a hospital, 
facing a slew of charges.  Live Al Pefley CBS 12 news.

HEALTH

DESCRIPTION              DATE/TIME___      
          
        Wednesday 1/4/2017
       CW 34 News @ 10pm

Anemia Signs - File of women working out / exercising at gym: feeling like you get to the gym but can't 
finish the entire workout?  sleep shot file: can't get enough rest and can’t concentrate during the day 
because you feel tired all the time?  winter weather: feel cold not just outside, but indoors too?
doc walking with Liz: Doctor Andria Berry: A women's health specialist says you could be anemic and not 
even know it.

Dr. Andria Berry/ ob-gyn: some women actually have iron deficiency anemia from blood loss, so for 
example, if you have heavy periods, you could become anemic.  Anemia is low iron in your blood and it's 
a common problem in those of childbearing age, especially between 30 and 39 according to a recent 
study. 

Stand up, we are looking at your hemoglobin level, hemoglobin is a protein that is on your red blood cells 
that carries oxygen and if you don't have enough iron your body cannot make hemoglobin.  The good 
news is that quite often a change in diet can help your iron levels return to normal again.  Some good 
plant sources include pumpkin seeds, whole grain cereals, soybeans, and leafy greens.  Meat and eggs 
are also good sources.  If that doesn't work, you may need to talk to your doctor about taking iron in a 
pill.  It's usually a pill that you can take once a day. Dr. Berry says it may take some time but you'll feel 
great when you build iron levels back up. Oh yeah, women are like wow, i didn't know i could feel this 
energized.

Thursday 1/19/2017
CW 34 News @ 10pm

Harmonica Therapy - An usual therapy for patients with breathing problems.  It's a type of music 
therapy that has patients exercising their breathing muscles.  It's tonight's 10:15 difference’

Reporter track most of these women have been at it for a few months.  They play the harmonica here as 
part of their pulmonary rehab at the Miriam Hospital's Center for Cardiac Fitness.  Some practice at 
home.

Jan McIntyre- pulmonary rehab patient:  in my laundry room at my building...makes friends."



Dr. Melissa Tukey-The Miriam Hospital:   "A lot of patients in pulmonary rehab have severe lung disease 
which limits their quality of life as well as ability to perform their activities relating to breathlessness and 
what the harmonica does, it allows them to work on their breathing strength."  This harmonica therapy 

being offered here for about two months now.  "I had to learn how to play the harmonica so we've all 
been learning how to play along together."  “Anecdotally we've heard a lot of very good responses from 
our patients both in their confidence related to their breathing as well as in their stamina."  This 
harmonica therapy started as a pilot program which was sponsored by the COPD foundation's 
harmonicas for health.  The hope is to start a new session in January.  Close to 15 million Americans 
have c-o-p-d... and this could be an easy and fun way to help bring more air back into your life.

Monday 1/30/2017
CW 34 News @ 10pm

Brain Diet - Researchers are starting to find that a diet can really affect the way your brain functions 
and can even help with diseases like Alzheimers, but how can we put our brain on a diet?  It's tonight's 
10-15 difference.

Mom shopping with kids:  It's never too late to start eating for better brain power and as Amberly Wotawa
has taught her children, it's also never too early.

Elijah/ 9 years old: I try to get more foods that are like apples carrots and lettuces.
Philip/ 7 years old:  bananas, and when do you eat bananas? any time I'm allowed.

Eating more plants foods such as fruits, vegetables, appears to help the brain in a number of ways over 
a lifetime according to a new report by tufts neuroscience and aging researchers.  They also, however, 
suggest you get less red meat.  The most absorbable form of iron is 8 to 10 times higher in red meat for 
example than in chicken or some other foods.  Registered dietitian Karah Stanley suggests those who 
want to eat to improve brain health do so by finding a balance because you can't tell someone who's all 
meat and potatoes to only eat fruits and vegetables, because that's never going to work for them.

Back to fresh thyme:while it's never easy to shift your plate, we could all take a lesson from Elijah, Philip 
and Judah's mom.  Amberly Wotawa- mother: it requires a lot of this is what you will eat, and no you 
can't have that.  Liz says I believe that, mom says, and you'll be really glad when you are older.. ha ha 
yeah.

The amount of red meat recommended on this diet for brain health is no more than 12 ounces a week. 
Which is about what you get with a large steak.



Wednesday 1/11/2017
CW 34 News @ 10pm

Pacemaker Hacking – Tonight, a warning about a potentially deadly hack.  Pacemakers and 
defibulators now vulnerable to cyber attacks!  CBS 12's Luli Ortiz joins us live in West Palm Beach.
Lulii?  That warning coming from the FDA this week.  I spoke to a cardiologist here at Good Samaritan 
Medical Center tonight, who says a fix is already in the works.  "This is the similar kind of model the FDA 
warned about, possibility having a vulnerability."  It takes about 45 minutes for Dr. David Weisman to put 
in a pacemaker.  It only takes a matter of seconds for that work to come undone, if it stops.  Dr. David 
Weisman / cardiac electrophysiologist: "they can faint, lose consciousness. in the worst case scenario, 
perhaps death."  Manufacturers of pacemakers, nationwide-now scrambling to advance security with the 
fda and u.s. dept. of homeland security, after learning hackers can access personal information or re-
program the devices.  "In this most recent cases the company has released software patches to fix the 
potential vulnerability so that this hopefully never happens."  Those patches will work like much like an 
iphone update, and will be rolled out in the coming months.  Joann Gorodetzer has had her pacemaker 
for a year, and is relieved to learn the news.

Joann Gorodetzer:  "maybe if I had to hook it up to the computer, then I might be a little bit more 
concerned, but it's just hooked up to the electrical system."

Dr. David Weisman \ cardiac electrophysiologist:   "i think today it is more important to be aware of 
potential threat, but the companies are doing everything they can to patch these vulnerabilities and so 
far, knock on wood, there hasn't been any issues."   Patients only need to sure their pacemakers are 
online and connected to get the fix.  Live in West Palm Beach, Luli Ortiz, CBS12 news. 

Thursday 1/26/2017
CW 34 News @ 10pm

Inflamation Healthy Foods - Eating healthy can make you look better. Losing weight and cutting down 
that belly fat. But can eating healthy help you with your pain?  The foods to eat to help with your 
inflammation.  It's tonight's 10:15 difference.  For many, such as Anne Steichen ( sty-shen ) modifying a 
diet can help reduce, in her case, headache and migraine pain.  That has done wonders.  Anne's medical 
team recently reviewed research which showed that one diet stands out to help fight pain.  It works 
against inflammation and likely needs to be modified or adapted some for each person’s pain triggers:
Dr. Brinder/headache medicine: it's very important for each patient to give us a little more individualized 
context to allow us to modify it if we can.  In many cases this diet balances what are called omega-3 and 
omega-6 fats.Dr. Vincent Martin/ headache specialist:  The omega three fatty acids are thought to 
decrease inflammation in the body, and the omega 6's are thought to increase inflammation in the body. 
According to a recent report in environmental nutrition that means to get this balance you may want to 
add more broccoli, wheat berries, and wild salmon to your diet.  You also want to eat cod, halibut, and 
sardines, which I'm not a fan of.  The best oil to fight inflammation appears to be olive oil.  You may also 



want to add in more lentils, grapefruit, yogurt and certain nuts, such as brazil nuts.  One of the best 
spices to help reduce inflammation is turmeric.  It's the seasoning for curry and could even help lower 
rates of heart disease.  For the 10:15 difference I'm Lynda Figuerdo 

OTHER ISSUES AND CONCERNS

DESCRIPTION                   DATE/TIME____      

Thursday 1/26/2017
CW 34 News @ 10pm

Homeless County PBC - Volunteer interviews first homeless man. I'm Arnold. Charlie?  Volunteers 
know there are numerous homeless people out there, and for 24 hours-hope to find as many as they 
can.  Do you have any disabilities, any health issues, anything going on?  We tagged along as volunteers  
found Charles Johnson, a homeless person on a bench near Clematis street. He told us he's been on the 
street for 4 years.  Charles Johnson, homeless person.  I don't mind being homeless if I have to be 
homeless. Why should I mind being homeless? Dozens of volunteers are looking high and low taking a 
headcount asking questions about things like health and education.  The end number, important.  It helps 
determine how much federal money the county gets for low income housing. 

Volunteer interviews second homeless man.  What I want to do is if you don't mind, is I want  to ask you 
a couple  questions.  Some tell us they're homeless because they want to be.  Mustafa Shabazz, 
homeless person.  I'm homeless by choice.  Not by drugs or alcohol or loss of a job.  It's by choice 
because I like to be free as a bird.

At last count, in 2014, there were 15-hundred homeless people in palm beach county.  Volunteers feel 
sure that number will go up.  

Brent Ion, homeless coalition of palm beach county: you never find them all.  We scratch the surface. 
You don't find the people who are sleeping in cars, they don't want to be found.  Most of the people we 
talk to are very anxious to tell you the problems they're going through.  They want the help.

Monday 2/20/2017
CW 34 News @ 10pm

VA Inspector Audit - Judith Kephart of West Palm Beach is a veteran who spent 3 years in the 
Marine Corps during the Vietnam War.  She and her brother both entered the military at the same time in 
1969.  Now some 45 years later, she's upset to hear that auditors found the VA is throwing away millions 
of dollars.  The system needs some adjustment. 

The VA Office of Inspector General has just released an audit with some startling findings.  Auditors 
found the VA improperly authorized almost $3 million dollars in burial payments over a 6 month period 
from August 2014-January 2015.  When a vet dies, the vet's spouse is entitled to a one-time payment of 
up to $2000 to help pay for the burial.  But the audit finds the VA is sending out checks to spouses who 
are deceased.  Burial payments to those still alive and in some cases-sending multiple payments to the 



same person.  Judith Kephart, veteran from WPB: It's never acceptable to waste money when it could be 
used for something else.  However, they're addressing the issues step by step.  The audit also finds, 
if controls are not put in place to stop this, the VA will misspend $5.6 million a year and a whopping  $28 
million over the next 5 years.   They're working on it and people are expecting changes with a new 
administration and I'm hoping that will happen.

EDUCATION

DESCRIPTION                   DATE/TIME____      

     Tuesday 2/14/2017
      CW 34 News @ 10pm

Best and Brightest - The controversial "best and brightest bonus program" is proving to be profitable 
for some teachers along the treasure coast.  Tthe t-c palm reports close to 200 educators received the 
bonus out of 72-hundred state wide.  The bonus comes under fire because it gives teachers bonuses 
based on test scores they got back in high school!

Change in Testing - Now to your eye on education.  Florida lawmakers want to make major changes 
to state testing.  A new proposal could allow students to use "s-a-t"... or "a-c-t" scores... in place of the 
Florida standards assessment test.  Teachers in the sunshine state criticize an "overabundance" of 
tests... because they claim they spend too much preparing for the test... instead of actual teaching.

     Wednesday 2/22/2017
     CW 34 News @ 10pm

Avossa Raise -  Now to your eye on education. Palm Beach County Schools wanted to lock up their 
superintendent for a long time.  Dr. Robert Avossa signed a 5-year contract after it was approved 5-2 by 
the school board.   He currently makes 325-thousand dollars a year and will get the same raise as district 
administrators.  Dr. Avossa is the highest paid superintendent in the state and the board will move 332 
Boca Raton students next year.  Officials will move most of the students out of Calusa elementary school 
due to overcrowding.  The kids will be moving between Calusa, JC Mitchell, Whispering Pines, Sunrise 
Park. Addison Mizner and Boca Raton elementary.  This is still less than once thought.  Some predicted 
at least 400 would have to move from Calusa alone.

Devos on ICE - The nomination for the secretary of education could come down to vice president -- 
Mike Pence.  Betsy Devos' nomination has no room to spare because two republicans say they are 
voting "no" at her confirmation next week.  That puts the vote at 50-50 if everyone else votes along party 
lines.  If there is a tie, the vote goes to the vice president.

Senate Floor Stake Out - And you’re taking a live look at the senate floor where right now 
democrats plan to speak for 24 hours, looking to push against President Ttrump's nomination for 



secretary of education.  It's a last ditch effort to derail the confirmation of Betsey Devos, possibly the 
President's most controversial cabinet pick.  Devos' confirmation vote is set for noon tomorrow.


