
QUARTERLY LISTING OF COMMUNITY ISSUES
AND RELATED PROGRAMMING

WLS-TV
Chicago, Illinois

From July 1 – September 30, 2019, WLS-TV aired 18 regularly scheduled local programs dealing with 
community issues this year, 955 public service announcements this quarter, and a number of special programs.  
In addition, we aired a variety of health and lifestyle programming on our Live Well Network on 7.2 – a single 
24/7 over-the-air digital multicast platform.  Programs included We Owe What? offering guidance on personal 
and family finances and Live Big with Ali V, providing fitness tips and advice about healthy living and eating.  
The Live Well Channel also aired over 1891 public service announcements.  Windy City Live a one-hour daily 
program showcasing anything and everything Chicago and also offering local news and weather reports, airs 
Monday-Friday on 7.1, and is rebroadcast daily on 7.2.  

WLS-TV also broadcasts over 41 hours of local news programs per week. In addition, WLS produces 5 hours 
per week of local news program for WCIU-TV.

The ABC Television Network also supplies the station with news, public interest and educational programming, 
as described in the quarterly report entitled ABC TELEVISION NETWORK NEWS and PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
PROGRAMMING which is filed separately in the public inspection file.

Our regularly scheduled newscasts air on the following days and times:

Monday through Friday: 4:30-5:00am; 5:00-6:00am; 6:00-7:00am;
11:00am-12:00pm; 4:00-4:30pm;
4:30-5:00pm; 5:00-5:30pm; 
6:00-6:30pm; 10:00-10:35pm
7:00-8:00pm on WCIU-TV

Late news re-run Mon-Fri 1:05am-1:38am

Saturday: 5:00-7:00am; 8:00-10:00am  
5:00-5:30pm 
10:00–11:00pm 

Late news re-run Saturday 1:00-2:00am 

Sunday: 5:00-7:00am; 8:00-10:00am
5:00-5:30pm; 10:00-11:00pm

Following is a list of our regularly scheduled public affairs programs:

SANCTUARY (Sundays 7/7 at 12:00pm-12:30pm; 7/14 at 12:00pm-12:30pm; 7/21 at 12:00pm-12:30pm, 7/28 
at 12:00pm-12:30pm, 8/4 at 12:00pm-12:30pm, 8/11 at 12:00pm-12:30pm,8/18 at 12:00pm-12:30pm, 9/1 at 
12:00pm-12:30pm,9/8 at 12:00pm-12:30pm, 9/15 at 12:00pm-12:30pm, 9/22 at 12:00pm-12:30pm, 9/29 at 
12:00pm-12:30pm) Community issues are looked at from a spiritual angle. The rotating hosts are Protestant, 
Catholic, and other faith based communities.

NEWS VIEWS (Sundays within 8am news - approximately 9:15am - 11 min) Alan Krashesky covers 
political/current affairs issues.



The following is a listing of the public affairs specials we aired in the Third Quarter, 2019

HEART AND SOUL, Rebroadcast Sunday 7/7 at 1:00pm-1:30pm
A special edition of Heart and Soul highlighting Chicago’s Gospel music community. Hosted by Cheryl Burton 
and Hosea Sanders with contributions from Terrell Brown and appearances by Rev. Clay Evans and Pastor 
Charles Jenkins. 

190 NORTH, Rebroadcast Sunday 7/21 at 4:30pm-5pm 
Janet Davies hosts 190 North highlighting Chicago’s lifestyle and entertainment scene. This episode celebrates 
summer by visiting some “backyard-themed” dining options like Park and Field and Paradise Park. Get ready to 
pedal around the Windy City on Chicago Cycleboats. Enjoy Ramen at UrbanBelly and Furious Spoon. See 
Lego creations at the Brookfield Zoo. Then a show featuring cabaret, circus, and comedy all in one at Teatro 
ZinZanni.

 THE BUD BILLIKEN PARADE, Saturday 8/10 at 10am-12:30pm 
Cheryl Burton, Hosea Sanders and Jim Rose co-host this special broadcast of the oldest and largest African 
American parade in the U.S., with contributions from ABC 7 Anchors Terrell Brown and Karen Jordan. The 
90th Annual Bud Billiken Parade will feature Chicago’s very own actor/comedian Lil Rel Howery as this year’s 
Grand Marshal.  ABC 7’s Ravi Baichwal, Liz Nagy, Val Warner, and   Ryan Chiaverini will ride atop the ABC 
7 float.

LOCALISH- BITE SIZE CHICAGO, Rebroadcast Sunday 8/18 at 4:30pm-5pm 
A food tour of Chicago: a $49 Hot Dog, Taco’s in a bag, Pizza made out of a truck and a secret Thai menu at a 
north side bar. Ryan Chiaverini hosts.

THE 26th STREET MEXICAN INDEPENDENCE DAY PARADE: Sunday 9/8 at 11:30pm-12:30am
The 26th Street Mexican Independence Day Parade, is hosted by ABC 7’s News’ Anchors Stacey Baca and 
Mark Rivera. The parade takes place in the heart of the Little Village neighborhood, and illuminates Mexican 
culture featuring Mariachi bands and floats including the ABC 7 Chicago float. Participating in the parade are 
Tanja Babich, Terrell Brown, Rob Elgas, Michelle Gallardo, John Garcia, Jason Knowles and Phil Schwartz 
riding atop the ABC 7 float.

190 NORTH, Sunday 9/15 at 11pm-11:30pm 
Janet Davies hosts 190 North highlighting dessert inspired dining at JoJo’s Milk Bar and Mindy’s Hot 
Chocolate. Dive into Chicago’s Magic scene at the Chicago Magic Lounge. Try new fitness options like Hydro 
Cycle at Score Sports Center and rowing at Row House. For a futuristic hotel experience consider visiting Hotel 
EMC2, robots named Leo and Cleo handle the room service deliveries. Theater-buffs were able to experience a 
sneak peek of Broadway shows coming to Chicago. Visit the Oriental Institute which is home to the largest 
collection of Middle Eastern artifacts in the U.S.

WINDY CITY LIVE, Thursday 9/26 at 1pm - 2pm on 7.1, rebroadcast on Friday 9/27 at 12:05am -
1:05am on 7.1. Rebroadcast on 7.2 on Thursday 9/26 at 2pm - 3pm 
Amazing Kids- WCL profiles amazing young people, from kids to teenagers, who are doing incredible things 
from excelling academically to performing music across the country and around the world.

WLS-TV also broadcasted 955 Public Service Announcements (“PSAs”) from the following organizations: 
  

ALS WALK FOR LIFE/LES TURNER ALS FOUNDATION
DISNEY FOSTER CAMPAIGN/FOSTER MORE
DISNEY SUMMER OF SERVICE/YOUTH SERVICE AMERICA
DISNEY TEAM OF HEROES
DRUG FREE AMERICA



FATHER INVOLVEMENT/ AD COUNCIL
FEEDING AMERICA/ AD COUNCIL
FIESTA DEL SOL/PILSEN NEIGHBORS COMMUNITY COUNCIL
HEALTHY BEVERAGES/AMERICAN ACADEMY OF PEDIATRICS
HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH
ILLINOIS HISPANIC CHAMBER OF COMMERCE/MAKE THE CONNECTION
MAKING STRIDES AGAINST BREAST CANCER/AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY
MEET ME AT THE PARK /NATIONAL RECREATION AND PARK ASSOCIATION
NO KID HUNGRY
PROJECT ROADBLOCK/AD COUNCIL
RED CROSS
THE 26TH STREET MEXICAN INDEPENDENCE DAY PARADE
THE 34TH HUNGER WALK/GREATER CHICAGO FOOD DEPOSITORY
THE BUD BILLKEN PARADE/THE ROBERT SENGSTACKE ABBOTT FOUNDATION
THE WORLD’S BIG SLEEP OUT/DEPAUL UNIVERSITY’S INSTITUTE OF GLOBAL 
HOMELESSNESS

In addition to our on-air programming, our station serves its local community off air through a wide variety of 
community outreach efforts and programs, often undertaken in cooperation with local leaders and not-for-profit 
organizations. These include, but are not limited to: participation in walks/ runs as well as fundraising and/or 
awareness efforts for local non-profit organizations; production assistance with public service announcements; 
on- and off-site meetings and events with community groups; the organization, participation and/or hosting of, 
community events; facilitation of talent appearances at community and charitable events; station participation in 
local parades (in addition to the broadcasting commitment); and station tours for local groups and schools.  

From community residents we've determined that the following issues are of particular importance to our local 
community:

 CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
 COMMUNITY /VOLUNTEERISM
 DIVERSITY/DISCRIMINATION
 ECONOMY/LOCAL BUSINESS
 EDUCATION AND SCHOOLS
 ENVIRONMENT
 GUN CONTROL/VIOLENCE
 HEALTH/MENTAL HEALTH/VAPING
 I-TEAM INVESTIGATIONS
 POLICE 
 POLITICS
 TRANSPORTATION/SAFETY
 TROOPS/WAR/TERRORISM
 VIOLENCE/CRIME/HATE CRIMES
 MISCELLANEOUS

Some of the station's most significant treatment of those issues is described in the pages that follow.



CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST WLS-TV

July 1, 2019 – September 30, 2019   Chicago

CATEGORY: CHILDREN & FAMILIES
DATE TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION

7/2019 -9/2019 Various 15,:30,1:00 PSA DISNEY TEAM OF HEROES is an 
outreach program aimed to comfort and 
inspire children and families dealing with 
serious illnesses.

7/2019 and 
9/2019

Various :30,1:00 PSA FATHER INVOLVEMENT/ AD 
COUNCIL which encourages fathers to 
understand the vital roles they play in 
their children’s lives.

7/2019-9/2019 Various :30,1:00 PSA FEEDING AMERICA/ AD COUNCIL
Encourages donations to local food 
banks to end hunger in America.

7/2019 and 
9/2019

Various :15,:30 PSA DISNEY FOSTER 
CAMPAIGN/FOSTER MORE
Seeks to encourage and promote foster 
parenting.

7/2019 Various :15,:30 PSA NO KID HUNGRY provides meals to 
children during their summer breaks 
from school to address childhood hunger. 

7/2/19 6pm 2:16 Newscast Officials discovered the body of a man 
who went missing over the weekend. His 
family says his body was found less than 
a mile away from a Lincoln Park 
supermarket. 

7/3/19 5pm 2:24 Newscast Two families are taking legal action. A 
misidentified man was pulled from life 
support by people other than his 
relatives. 

7/6/19 10pm 2:31 Newscast A vigil was held for two missing sisters. 
They disappeared 18 years ago but the 
family of the Bradley sisters remain 
hopeful all these years later.

7/8/19 10pm 1:46 Newscast A family with ties to Northwest Indiana 
dealing with tragedy aboard a cruise ship 
as a 1yo falls to her death after playing 
with her grandfather.

7/9/19 430pm 2:08 Newscast It’s been 10 years since the grave-selling 
scheme was discovered at Burr Oak 
Cemetery but some family members 
marked that anniversary saying they still 
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haven’t been able to find the 
bodies/gravesites of their loved ones 
there.

7/9/19 10pm 1:50 Newscast The family of a 1yo girl is demanding 
answers and taking legal action after the 
girl’s tragic death when she fell out of a 
cruise ship window and they believe it 
could have been prevented.

7/10/19 5pm 2:26 Newscast A 4yo boy has died after being pulled 
from a lagoon.  An investigation is 
underway but his family wants to know 
more about what signage was there to 
warn people around the water.

7/15/19 6pm 2:00 Newscast A new push for answers in the cases of 3 
missing women as their family members 
came together to put the cases back in the 
spotlight and hope that the women can be 
found.

7/18/19 5pm 2:27 Newscast New charges for 2 women accused of 
killing a pregnant young woman back in 
April.  The women are now also charged 
in the death of a baby and the woman’s 
family just got a bill from the hospital 
despite their mess up.

7/18/19 10pm 1:30 Newscast A child was injured in an accident at a 
small carnival tonight when a piece of 
debris came flying off a ride and his the 
boy in the face. 

7/23/19 5pm 2:05 Newscast Protections for undocumented immigrant 
children here in Illinois as the governor 
signed 2 bills to help kids separated from 
their parents.

7/24/19 10pm 2:22 Newscast The teen behind a viral video involves a 
Chicago boy who was born without arms 
and made a 20-inch box jump.  We 
caught up with the kid today.

7/25/19 430pm 2:15 Newscast A creative children’s comedy based 
around inclusion is the focus of an 
upcoming web series.  It’s based here in 
Chicago and includes several young kids 
and their families.

7/25/19 5pm 2:06 Newscast A woman tells us she is holding out hope 
that her missing developmentally 
disabled daughter and her young nephew 
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are still alive.  They’ve been missing for 
4 years today.

7/27/19 10pm 1:33 Newscast A 5yo boy is being called a hero for 
helping save 13 people from a burning 
home.  Residents were awoken last night 
by the boy who spotted the flames.

7/30/19 430pm 2:26 Newscast Heartbreak for one family as they are 
talking about the loss of 2 mothers who 
sat on a street corner trying to combat 
violence in their neighborhood but ended 
up being shot and killed.

8/3/19 10pm 1:52 Newscast 13yo Terrell Bosley was shot and killed 
outside a church years ago.  Today, his 
parents use his memory to promote peace 
and bring communities together through 
the use of basketball.

8/7/19 4pm 2:25 Newscast A painful message today from the family of 
a murdered U of I student as her father is 
condemning the convicted killer as he learns 
that man dumped her body into 3 separate 
bins and they were sent to landfills making it 
unlikely the family will ever gain the body.

8/9/19 5pm 2:20 Newscast A measure of closure and the long road 
to healing as a memorial was held in 
Champaign for murdered Chinese 
scholar YingYing Zhang.  Her family 
and friends shared stories about the 
young woman.

8/9/19 10pm 1:55 Newscast New details in a devastating fire that 
injured several members of the same 
family and left one boy badly burned 
fighting for his life.  We’re talking with 
the boy’s family.

8/11/19 10pm 2:16 Newscast Local kids who are battling cancer are 
spending their week at camp doing 
everything from a pool party to a White 
Sox camp to visiting the Adler 
planetarium and we caught up with them.

8/14/19 5pm 2:14 Newscast Despite recalls involving millions of 
infant sleepers some of which even 
caused deaths, daycare facilities still 
have the devices and using them as some 
parents’ question why.

8/15/19 10pm 1:41 Newscast A baseball team is coming together to 
honor a fellow player who was killed 
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when a gun went off.  The 13yo boy’s 
little league team held a vigil and then 
walked together to his visitation.

8/17/19 10pm 1:41 Newscast A party tonight to honor a woman who 
turned 108yo today.  Her family all 
joined in the fun and celebrated her 
accomplishments and living life to its 
fullest.

8/19/19 430pm 1:45 Newscast A missing teenager is reunited with her 
family in Northwest Indiana.  She was a 
victim of a kidnapping but that man is in 
custody and her family is reconnecting 
with the girl.

8/21/19 430pm 2:05 Newscast It’s been a challenging year for the 
Collins family as a cancer diagnosis for 
their youngest child but is now out of the 
hospital following a courageous fight.

8/22/19 6pm 1:43 Newscast A dream come true for a 9yo boy who is 
battling muscular dystrophy.  He’s 
getting the chance to play soccer with 
one of his favorite college teams.

8/26/19 5pm 1:52 Newscast People who have lost children or other 
family members to gun violence are 
being asked to contribute to a new 
memorial being installed in Chicago and 
will be dedicated this year at the city’s 
Biennial.

8/27/19 10pm 1:35 Newscast A tragedy at the mall as a 2yo girl is 
killed after a display fell down on top of 
her.  Investigators say she was hit on the 
head by the display while shopping with 
her aunt.

8/28/19 10pm 2:06 Newscast Balloons filled the sky as family and 
friends honored and remembered the life 
of a 16yo girl who was gunned down 
earlier this week.  Police believe she was 
not the intended target.

8/28/19 10pm 2:10 Newscast A tragic accident at the mall left a 2yo 
girl dead when a display fell down on top 
of her.  Her family is calling for answers 
from the store owners and remembering 
the life of the little girl.

9/10/19 5pm 2:15 Newscast A newborn has been safely surrendered 
in Indiana.  The infant was placed in a 
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Safe Haven box just weeks after it was 
installed over in Hammond.

9/11/19 5pm 1:49 Newscast For children born after September 11th 
terror attacks, today’s anniversary is a 
way for the older generation to teach the 
kids what happened and how to honor 
those who lost their lives.

9/13/19 4pm 2:19 Newscast Fighting cancer can force some kids to 
grow up too fast but there’s a camp that’s 
dedicated to bringing the kids a whole 
heck of a lot of fun and try and get them 
to forget about their health issues.

9/13/19 10pm 2:16 Newscast The parents of a high school football 
player who drowned this week spoke 
exclusively with us about the loss as his 
football team took the field to play in his 
honor tonight.

9/21/19 10pm 1:30 Newscast A teen attending college in New Mexico 
who was shot at a house party is back 
home with his family today.  We sat 
down with as they discuss how they are 
working together to overcome the 
shooting.

9/23/19 4pm 2:26 Newscast We’re celebrating Hispanic Heritage 
month and spotlight the dance that has 
been historically on the south and west 
sides with Ballet Forklorico and how the 
people behind it are using it to bring 
Mexican culture to others.

9/23/19 430pm 1:59 Newscast He lost his life to gun violence last year 
but his mother made the decision to 
donate his organs and ending up saving 
the lives of 6 other people.  His mother 
got to meet one of the people who her 
son’s organs helped save today.

9/28/19 10pm 1:24 Newscast A celebration to honor a girl who was 
shot the day before her 12th birthday and 
later died.  The community came 
together to support the family and 
fundraise for her funeral expenses.



COMMUNITY/VOLUNTEERISM
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CATEGORY: COMMUNITY/VOLUNTEERISM
DATE TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION

9/2019 Various ;15 PSA THE WORLD’S BIG SLEEP 
OUT/DEPAUL UNIVERSITY’S 
INSTITUTE OF GLOBAL 
HOMELESSNESS people around the 
world will sleep outside for a night to 
help end homelessness.

8/2019-9/2019 Various :15,:30 PSA DISNEY SUMMER OF 
SERVICE/YOUTH SERVICE 
AMERICA which provides grants to kids 
and families so they may perform service 
projects in their communities. 

7/2/19 5pm 2:27 Newscast “Grounds for Peace” is a program on the 
West and South sides of Chicago. The 
program to beautify vacant lots also 
gives violently at-risk men a chance at a 
new beginning. 

7/4/19 430pm 2:00 Newscast Professional baby cuddlers at Advocate 
Children’s Hospital give snuggles to 
those who need them most – premature 
babies. 

7/6/19 10pm 2:08 Newscast A youth-led tour highlights the culture, 
history and food of the South side of 
Chicago. It’s a program for teens, by 
teens. 

7/10/19 430pm 1:59 Newscast It’s a 1 day summit that is meant to build 
better kids in underprivileged sections of 
the city.  The young men come from 
some of the most troubled neighborhoods 
but they are given during the summit 
tools needed to survive summer.

7/14/19 10pm 2:55 Newscast People in Pilsen neighborhood are 
turning an old rundown train yard into a 
colorful block.  It’s been years in the 
making but a way for artists, gardeners, 
and people who simply want to give back 
to make their area beautiful again.

7/23/19 4pm 2:20 Newscast April Preyar created a game that teaches 
life skills, how to interact with police and 
the criminal justice system.  She feels 
that it’s a way to give back to those 
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around her and are growing up in the 
city.

7/24/19 5pm 2:08 Newscast White Sox manager Rick Renteria and 
other team volunteers rehabbed the home 
of a Korean War veteran.  They took 
time out of their day to help the 91yo 
man. 

7/31/19 10pm 1:38 Newscast Big lines tonight for the opening of a 
new pizza place.  However the owners of 
the business are using the profits to give 
back to their local neighborhood and try 
and stem crime.

8/1/19 430pm 1:51 Newscast A suburban tattoo artist is using his 
needle to help others get their lives back 
on track.  He’s helping them erase a 
checkered past and giving them a chance 
at a better future.

8/4/19 10pm 0:49 Newscast More than 100 people came together this 
morning to clean up parts of Humboldt 
Park.  Its part of their mission to make 
the world a better place.

8/6/19 430pm 2:15 Newscast A new program in East Garfield Park is 
offering free music training for kids.  It 
began as a simple musical instrument 
drive and doubled in size to offer kids a 
chance to learn classical music for free.

8/9/19 6pm 2:24 Newscast It’s an end of summer time tradition now 
90 years in the making as the Bud 
Billiken parade steps off tomorrow 
morning and we are looking ahead at one 
company that donates its time to help 
fuel the police who line the route and 
make sure they are fed.

8/16/19 430pm 1:32 Newscast Imagine getting to play for the 
professional sports team you love.  For 
one day, that dream is a reality for a 
patient at LaRabida getting the chance to 
work out with the Chicago Sky.

8/17/19 5am 2:20 Newscast A man continues his decade long mission 
to memorialize every murder victim in 
the city.  Last week, he placed 314 
crosses, one for every life lost in the city 
so far this year.

8/18/19 10pm 2:38 Newscast Cancer is a word that scares just about 
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everyone and a diagnosis that changes 
lives in a moment.  But there is a service 
in Chicago that delivers one less worry 
for patients fighting the disease.

8/21/19 4pm 2:10 Newscast The first day of classes for CPS kids is 
coming up and today a backpack-a-thon 
was held as volunteers stuffed as much 
donated school supplies into the 
backpacks that they could so kids have 
something to use.

8/23/19 6pm 1:41 Newscast The owners of an ice cream shop are 
launching a new scholarship program for 
deserving students.  They are giving 
scholarships to kids based off the 
donations from others that visit their 
shop.

8/25/19 10pm 2:25 Newscast Well-wishers and family and friends of 
Sister Rosemary Connelly came out and 
honored the woman tonight for her 50 
years that she’s dedicated herself to 
Misericordia and helping the lives of 
others.

8/26/19 430pm 2:04 Newscast Some kids are already back in school and 
other kids are getting ready to go back.  
Thanks to the kindness of strangers kids 
are getting backpacks and school 
supplies free.

8/27/19 4pm 2:12 Newscast A Hyde Park nonprofit is helping college 
kids ditch lecture halls so they can learn 
on the streets of Chicago and helping 
them build a better city around them.

9/4/19 4pm 2:24 Newscast Relatives of a little girl who died from 
cancer are now offering help to other 
kids battling the disease offering time 
and a little bit of fun to take the kids’ 
minds off their hospital stays. 

9/6/19 5pm 2:12 Newscast A woman is preparing to reach a goal 
more than 19,000 feet in the air.  She’s 
training to climb Mt Kilimanjaro and 
will do so in order to raise funds for 
Special Olympics.

9/6/19 6pm 1:28 Newscast A woman is using flowers to spread 
beauty and raise awareness about her 
rare form of cancer.  She’s using the 



ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST WLS-TV

July 1, 2019 – September 30, 2019   Chicago

CATEGORY: COMMUNITY/VOLUNTEERISM
DATE TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION

flowers to educate others about it and 
raise money for the cause.

9/6/19 6pm 1:50 Newscast A food pantry is using technology to help 
less fortunate Chicago families put food 
on the table as they can now order 
groceries online and making it quicker to  
help more people in need to help.

9/9/19 430pm 2:10 Newscast They’re raising awareness about 
Chicago’s food deserts as a local arts 
organization held a festival and 
promoting ways to help others who need 
healthy affordable foods.

9/10/19 4pm 2:32 Newscast An organic farm is not only growing 
produce but its providing job training for 
low-income people as well as those with 
criminal records giving them a new lease 
on life.

9/11/19 4pm 1:45 Newscast Hundreds of volunteers are turning a day 
of tragedy into a day of service packing 
10s of thousands of meals for those who 
need it in Chicago.

9/12/19 430pm 2:09 Newscast The Sojourner House opens its doors as 
the first interim facility to help house 
those experiencing homelessness and it’s 
trying to help keep people off the streets.

9/18/19 10pm 2:18 Newscast A group of neighbors are teaming up and 
rally around the neighborhood ice cream 
man.  He’s a local favorite who ran on 
hard times and neighbors are raising 
money to help him out.

9/27/19 4pm 2:41 Newscast A tradition at Matteson Elementary 
brings about men from all walks of life 
who donate their time every Thursday to 
read to the kids.  It’s a way that these 
men, some who have no connections to 
the school, help promote literacy.

9/28/19 10pm 2:43 Newscast Members of a local hockey association 
are hitting the ice to honor a fallen state 
trooper.  The hockey members never met 
Trooper Chris Lambert but some of them 
have a connection to him making them 
dedicated to helping others.
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7/2019-8/2019 Various :04,:10,:15,:20,:30 PSA THE BUD BILLKEN PARADE/THE 
ROBERT SENGSTACKE ABBOTT 
FOUNDATION the oldest and largest 
African American parade in the U.S. 
celebrating the new school year.

7/2019 Various :04,:10 PSA FIESTA DEL SOL/PILSEN 
NEIGHBORS COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL an annual fundraiser for 
the non-profit organization Pilsen 
Neighbors Community Council. It’s 
the largest Latino festival in the 
Midwest.

9/2019 Various :20 PSA HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH 
ABC Chicago proudly celebrates 
Hispanic Heritage Month by 
highlighting Hispanic/Latino people, 
communities, and cultures.

9/2019 Various :04,:15,:20 PSA THE 26TH STREET MEXICAN 
INDEPENDENCE DAY PARADE
The 26th Street Mexican 
Independence Day Parade, is hosted 
by ABC 7’s News’ Anchors Stacey 
Baca and Mark Rivera. The parade 
takes place in the heart of the Little 
Village neighborhood. 

7/2019 Various :04,:15 PSA ILLINOIS HISPANIC CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE/MAKE THE 
CONNECTION
The Make the Connection! IHCC 
Signature Breakfast hosts this annual 
event of networking and 
collaboration amongst more than 600 
Hispanic business owners from every 
industry. 

7/3/19 5pm 2:31 Newscast Bartlett Fourth of July Festival gave 
people with special needs a chance to 
enjoy carnival rides and games before 
the general public. 

7/7/19 8am 2:10 Newscast A new kitchen is helping teach life 
skills to adults with autism.  It’s 
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giving them the life skills that they 
need to move past their disabilities.

7/10/19 430pm 2:04 Newscast It was a fight for transgender rights 
that started behind prison walls as a 
former inmate is now free after 
launching a legal battle about how 
those that control jails see and treat 
transgender people.

7/10/19 5pm 2:12 Newscast Today’s edition of the Chicago 
Defender is the last one available in 
print as after more than a century the 
main source of news for the black 
community will now only be 
available digitally.

7/14/19 10pm 5:02 Newscast A Chicago area Jewish survivor of the 
Holocaust shared her personal story 
as she returns to Auschwitz and 
reflects on what happened there.

7/15/19 10pm 4:45 Newscast Another story on the Jewish survivor 
of the Holocaust who returned to 
Auschwitz and talks about losing her 
family and what it was like to live 
there on the grounds and how she 
narrowly avoided her own death 
several times.

7/17/19 5pm 2:43 Newscast Protests outside a gas station after 
video surfaces showing a clerk 
confronting Hispanic customers and 
telling them to “go back to their 
country.” 

7/23/19 6pm 1:50 Newscast There are calls for a trade show to 
shut down here in Chicago as pro-
immigrant rights activists say a trade 
show put on by the federal customs 
and border patrol could be targeting 
undocumented citizens.

7/25/19 6pm 2:04 Newscast A traditional celebration of Latin 
culture kicking off in Pilsen about an 
hour ago as the 47th Annual Fiesta 
Del Sol takes place.  

7/26/19 6pm 2:30 Newscast 100 years ago tomorrow an African 
American teen’s murder sparked a week 
of race riots in Chicago.  A century later 
the scars are still evident as a 107yo 
woman retells the story of what 
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happened.
7/27/19 10pm 1:42 Newscast The Midwest’s largest Latino festival 

continues tomorrow with plenty of 
food music and fun.  It’s a mile long 
celebration of that culture that we are 
highlighting. 

7/30/19 10pm 2:08 Newscast A group of athletes came out for a 
special night on a baseball field as 
each had profound disabilities but had 
helpers with that allowing them to 
play the game.  A group of special 
needs cheerleaders also came out to 
show their support for the athletes.

7/31/19 5pm 2:15 Newscast A new life for refugees from Burma 
as 2 now US citizens got married 
today.  They say it’s something they 
weren’t able to do in their former 
country and are enjoying new 
freedoms here.

8/1/19 430pm 2:48 Newscast Allegations of persistent 
discrimination at the Chicago Water 
Department are prompting calls for 
the mayor to shake up the department 
and clean up those that are causing 
the alleged discrimination.

8/8/19 4pm 2:08 Newscast For the largely Mexican population in 
Pilsen neighborhood, public art and 
murals are central to that 
neighborhood’s identity and we look 
at the diversity of some of them.

8/9/19 430pm 2:30 Newscast Some Chicago families are living in 
fear after ICE agents took hundreds of 
migrants into custody.  There were 
reports of agents being spotting in 
Chicago’s Pilsen neighborhood.

8/12/19 430pm 2:20 Newscast A new rule could limit legal 
immigration in the US.  The Trump 
administration policy would deny 
green cards to many immigrants who 
are receiving some form of public 
assistance.

8/12/19 5pm 2:19 Newscast Fighting racism and bigotry in some 
neighborhoods as residents are invited 
to attend a program tonight 
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addressing concerns about a series of 
incidents in which white supremacists 
propaganda was distributed on car 
windshields and elsewhere.

8/22/19 5pm 2:32 Newscast A transgender woman is suing the 
convenience store Circle K claiming 
she was unjustly fired because she 
refused to stay quiet about harassment 
from a manager and co-worker.

8/24/19 10pm 2:01 Newscast A local teen who was born without 
arms is making us proud as 14yo Tim 
Bannon first wowed us with his viral 
box jump and now he’s participating 
in the Chicago Triathlon.

8/25/19 8am 2:35 Newscast Summer is winding down but the kids 
at Camp Sign Adventures got the 
chance to savor the sun during a 
special field trip that focuses on kids 
that are deaf or hard of hearing.

8/27/19 430pm 2:14 Newscast An Illinois driver’s license rule is 
coming under fire as a Muslim civil 
rights group is suing claiming the rule 
violates religious rights.

9/2/19 4pm 2:18 Newscast The drummers and drum beats off the 
63rd St beach where a drum circle has 
been getting people from the south 
side together for decades as a way to 
show unity, show off their heritage, 
and promote peace.

9/7/19 10pm 2:00 Newscast A new art exhibit on the south side is 
showing iconic images featuring 
people with disabilities as the subject.  
We show how the artists behind the 
scenes work.

9/8/19 8am 2:05 Newscast Celebrating abilities as for the first 
time, the Chicago Lighthouse is 
hosting “Center Stage” for access and 
inclusion and we take a look at what 
they are doing help young blind 
actors.

9/8/19 10pm 1:50 Newscast A big celebration to mark Mexican 
Independence Day and highlight the 
diversity in that community and the 
foods and culture.
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9/8/19 10pm 2:48 Newscast We’re remembering longtime 
disability rights activist Marca Bristo.  
She died of cancer this weekend but 
leaves behind a legacy of helping 
others with disabilities.

9/14/19 10pm 1:40 Newscast Hundreds hit Soldier Field today for 
the Chicago Football Classic which 
put the spotlight on 2 historically 
black colleges and universities and 
what they have meant for so many 
across the country.

9/15/19 8am 3:02 Newscast The inspiration and driving force 
behind the recovery of a man whose 
life was changed after being shot has 
brought about an inclusive style of 
dance that allows this wheel chaired 
man to continue to do something he 
loves.

9/15/19 10pm 3:05 Newscast We’re celebrating Hispanic heritage 
month as a new mural will officially 
be unveiled this week that showcases 
the rich history of Chicago’s Hermosa 
neighborhood.

9/16/19 5pm 2:00 Newscast A celebration today to mark the 40th 
anniversary of A La Esperanza which 
is a mural that means To Hope in the 
city’s Hispanic neighborhood and 
celebrates the struggles to open 
Juarez Academy 4 decades ago.

9/19/19 4pm 3:10 Newscast One mother needed help because of a 
disability that she faces on a daily 
basis and needed an invention that 
would help her life hood.  She found 
that from one company that designs 
stuff to help the disabled.

9/22/19 5am 2:27 Newscast The newest addition to Envision 
Unlimited is giving adults with 
disabilities career options especially 
in the kitchen.  We look at the new 
space that is being offered.

9/26/19 4pm 1:54 Newscast Religious leaders bless the future of 
the National Museum of Gospel 
Music.  The location is being called 
sacred ground and it’ll be the first 
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museum dedicated solely to gospel 
music.

9/26/19 430pm 2;16 Newscast Protesters are calling for protections 
for immigrant communities as agents 
conducts raids across the area.  It 
comes the same day as the ICE 
director in Chicago talks about his 
role here.

9/26/19 5pm 2:11 Newscast An immigration issue is stopping 
members of a theater production from 
performing in Chicago tonight.  
Immigration officials stopped the cast 
and crew of the production from 
entering the country.
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7/7/19 10pm 1:54 Newscast Red flags warned swimmers to stay out 
of the water due to high winds and 
waves. Those waves are having an 
impact on several businesses that rely on 
people to come out to the lakefront and 
hang out. 

7/17/19 5pm 2:56 Newscast The city is taking a big step tonight 
towards getting a casino. The mayor 
narrowed the list of possible sites down 
to 5 and they are in the south and west 
sides with the hope to bring more 
business to that blighted areas. 

7/18/19 430pm 2:02 Newscast Outrage over plans to reopen Sterigenics 
plant which has been closed since testing 
found it was emitting a cancer causing 
chemical.  Now a new deal could reopen 
the business.

7/23/19 5pm 2:42 Newscast Shocking video from an animal abuse 
investigation targeting an organic dairy 
farm that supplies milk to some major 
grocery store chains.  The company is 
accused of animal cruelty.

7/23/19 6pm 2:13 Newscast A proposed change to how Chicago 
issues fees and fines could mean a 
dramatic drop in payments by vehicle 
owners.  Among the changes is efforts to 
make some payment plans even more 
accessible and affordable to people.

7/30/19 430pm 1:46 Newscast It could be the largest security breach to 
ever hit a financial firm as Capital One 
announced the massive breach involving 
100 million customers.

8/1/19 5pm 2:06 Newscast Sticker shock today as many 
homeowners in Cook County pay their 
property tax installment which is due 
today.  Many tax bills went up 
dramatically especially in the city.

8/1/19 10pm 2:16 Newscast An agreement that would allow 
Sterigenics to reopen has hundreds of 
people protesting tonight.  They believe 
the company has put cancer causing 
chemicals into the air around them and 
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want to keep the company closed.
8/2/19 4pm 2:00 Newscast We visit a company whose job is to give 

360 degree representations of the 
products that many of us purchase and 
look at online.

8/3/19 10pm 1:37 Newscast A warehouse goes up in flames in Joliet 
sending smoke into the air.  The owner 
of the company wants answers as to what 
happened and how much it’ll cost the 
business.

8/9/19 430pm 2:11 Newscast It’s more than just a coffee shop as a 
business in Chicago’s Englewood 
community is brewing a community 
connection by using art and music to 
connect with its residents.

8/13/19 430pm 1:52 Newscast The owner of a small popcorn shop in 
Wheaton passed away after a battle with 
cancer.  Customers attended the shop 
today remembering the business and its 
longtime owner.

8/13/19 5pm 2:33 Newscast A study on where to build a new Chicago 
casino determines that none of the 5 
locations under consideration would be 
financially feasible because of high taxes 
and fees.

8/19/19 430pm 2:23 Newscast The NFL and college football seasons are 
getting ready to start but Illinois won’t be 
able to take advantage of any sports 
betting which was legalized this summer 
by the legislature as the state and several 
businesses aren’t ready for it yet.

8/19/19 430pm 2:05 Newscast The Year Up program gives Chicago 
youth access to professional training and 
paid internships in the business world 
and we sat down with some of them to 
hear what they’ve learned.

8/21/19 430pm 2:05 Newscast Businesses here and across the country 
are keeping a close eye on president 
Trump’s trade war with China as we visit 
one company here who says they might 
not be able to finish contracts because of 
the tariffs.

8/23/19 5pm 2:08 Newscast Just days before she is set to deliver her 
speech about the city’s budget, the mayor 
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has just announced a hiring freeze that 
affects all city departments and positions.

8/28/19 5pm 2:04 Newscast Just days from now sports betting will be 
legal in Indiana and it’s expected to have 
Illinois residents placing bets across the 
border since gaming isn’t ready here in 
our state.

8/29/19 430pm 2:30 Newscast Arlington Race Course is getting out of 
the game as the track owners are now 
saying they won’t try for a casino license 
and the course is now in danger of 
closing.

9/1/19 10pm 1:55 Newscast Sports fans if you also like to gamble you 
might want to head to the Hoosier state 
where sports betting became legal today 
and we saw it in action.

9/4/19 5pm 2:22 Newscast The City of Naperville voted last night to 
outlaw recreational marijuana sales in 
their town despite the chance to get 
several hundreds of thousands of dollars 
through the sales taxes associated with it.

9/5/19 5pm 2:36 Newscast Some Bear fans will have more interest 
in tonight’s game as several hundred fans 
crossed the border into Indiana and 
placed bets on the game.  But how much 
revenue is Illinois missing out on with 
Indiana beating them to the punch with 
sports gaming.

9/5/19 5pm 2:12 Newscast Concerns that people will be priced out 
of their homes in Hyde Park following 
news that the Obama Presidential Center 
will be there.  A report suggests that 
many in the area have seen their property 
values and subsequent taxes raise 
considerably since the news came out.

9/6/19 430pm 1:49 Newscast Pickles on pizza?  Who knew something 
like that would become so popular that 
one local Chicago eatery has people lined 
up out the door to get their hands on 
some.

9/9/19 5pm 2:29 Newscast A major tech firm has announced big 
plans for expanding operations in 
Chicago as Uber says it will be adding 
2,000 jobs in its freight business and 
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looking to hire here.
9/13/19 430pm 2:07 Newscast President Trump is proposing a ban on 

flavors used in E-cigarettes and that 
could be bad for business for several 
vape shop owners we talked with today.

9/13/19 10pm 2:29 Newscast Thousands of homes and businesses 
across our area may soon ABC7, ESPN, 
Disney Channel and others over a 
cable/satellite provider contract dispute.

9/15/19 10pm 1:29 Newscast Tens of thousands of General Motors 
workers are expected to go on strike just 
before midnight as contract talks broke 
down and could have an impact across 
the country.

9/17/19 430pm 2:25 Newscast The nurses planning a 1-day strike at a 
Chicago hospital want to call attention to 
what they call a chronic short staffing.  
The hospital is already trying to move 
around manpower as both sides continue 
negotiations towards a new contract.

9/17/19 5pm 2:10 Newscast Thousands turned out in Chicago today 
to apply for high tech jobs at Amazon.  
The company held a career day as it 
looks to fill at least 400 positions.

9/22/19 Approx. 
9:45am

10-12 
minutes

Newsviews Our guests were Tommy Choi, the 
president of the Chicago Association of 
Realtors, Orphe Divounguy, chief 
economist with the Illinois Policy 
Institute and Paul Wells with Re/Max of 
Barrington. They talked about the local 
real estate market, where it may be 
headed and factors impacting the future 
of the city's housing market.

9/24/19 5pm 1:45 Newscast In the end today the Racing Board gave 
racing dates to the Arlington Racetrack 
so they can reopen next year.  The 
village it sits in was worried that the race 
track wouldn’t be able to bring in the 
revenue it’s done for them.

9/28/19 10pm 2:58 Newscast A south side Chicago bakery owner is 
working to convert dairy lovers into 
vegans.  Betty Bot Bakery opened 12 
years ago and it’s still going strong.

9/30/19 4pm 2:01 Newscast It could be an end to an era as the days of 



ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST WLS-TV

July 1, 2019 – September 30, 2019   Chicago

CATEGORY: ECONOMY/LOCAL BUSINESS
DATE TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION

Harry’s Café serving commuters at the 
train station might soon be over.

9/30/19 10pm 2:23 Newscast Dozens of suburban residents have been 
fighting about a year to see Sterigenics 
shut down permanently and today the 
company announced that they would not 
reopen its facility and move operations 
elsewhere.
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7/5/19 430pm 2:00 Newscast The Northern Illinois Food Bank 
distributed free meals to children 18 and 
under in Aurora in order to keep kids 
from going hungry in the summer.

7/9/19 5pm 2:46 Newscast Concerns about the future of 3 south 
suburban high schools as 2 community 
meetings were held today over proposals 
to repair or close some of the schools.

7/28/19 5am 2:05 Newscast It’s a summer music program that brings 
students from the city and beyond as 
they are taught the joy of music and 
power of an open mind.  We sit in on one 
of the classes.

7/29/19 5pm 1:55 Newscast It may be summer but some girls are 
getting a jump on their studies.  The Ice 
Box derby requires STEM skills and it 
also gives them skills in science and 
math.

7/30/19 5pm 2:47 Newscast An investigation reveals that some 
parents are using a financial aid loophole 
to get money for their kids’ college 
education.  Those parents are going as 
far as giving up their guardianship to the 
kid so they can get more money for 
school.

8/3/19 10pm 1:47 Newscast 30 young women converted refrigerators 
into speed machines all in the name of 
science.  They used STEM related skills 
to turn their fridges into race cars to see 
who would win.

8/7/19 430pm 2:00 Newscast They have the tools to succeed as several 
young men and women were honored 
today with school supplies as they head 
off to college.  Many are the first of their 
families to attend a 4-year university.

8/8/19 5pm 2:10 Newscast Mayor Lightfoot says she is working to 
keep her promise to improve Chicago 
public schools for all students.  A newly 
released budget plan for the upcoming 
school year was released today.



8/12/19 5pm 2:15 Newscast A Chicago public high school is 
celebrating the opening of a brand new 
athletic complex with a very familiar 
name.  The facility is named after former 
student and former first lady Michelle 
Obama. 

8/19/19 5pm 2:03 Newscast Crews are cleaning up Safe Passage 
routes as Chicago Public Schools 
students get ready to head back to class.  
Workers will be on the routes watching 
students to and from class.

8/21/19 6pm 1:59 Newscast A family is suing Evanston Township 
HS accusing 2 security guards of having 
sex with students.  The suit claims the 
school didn’t protect the kids.

8/22/19 430pm 1:49 Newscast After major renovations and millions of 
dollars of investments, the students of 
Marist HS returned to classes today with 
10 new science labs that are the envy of 
any student.

8/26/19 10pm 1:55 Newscast One week from tomorrow CPS students 
go back to school and their teachers will 
be in class but it’s unclear for how long 
as the union rejected the latest contract 
proposal.

8/31/19 10pm 1:39 Newscast With Labor Day weekend marking the 
unofficial end of summer, kids are 
getting ready to head back to school and 
there were several events in the area 
today aimed at getting the school year 
off to a great start.

9/1/19 Approx. 
9:45am

10-11 
minutes

Newsviews Our guest was Chicago Public Schools 
CEO Janice Jackson. Ahead of the new 
school year we discussed the possible 
teachers strike and contract talks, efforts 
to recruit nurses/social workers, the new 
Englewood High School, school funding, 
etc.

9/2/19 5pm 2:20 Newscast Mayor Lightfoot remains confident on 
this Labor Day that labor strife with the 
teacher’s union won’t affect the kids’ 
school year and she says they won’t miss 
class time as a result of any talk of a 
potential teacher strike.

9/3/19 430pm 2:08 Newscast Thousands of Chicago students are 
headed back today to class and that 
includes one former student who is now 
a teacher at the same school that he once 
attended.



9/3/19 5pm 1:55 Newscast A ribbon cutting was held for a brand 
new high school in Englewood 
neighborhood today and students made 
their way touring the new building that 
has state-of-the-art facilities.

9/3/19 6pm 2:00 Newscast Hundreds of thousands of kids went back 
to school today in Chicago and while the 
first day is usually the day of new 
beginnings, an old battle looms between 
the city and its teachers union as a 
possible strike hangs in the future.

9/5/19 430pm 2:08 Newscast Classes started this week for CPS student 
but the teachers union now has a strike 
authorization vote date set despite the 
city claiming their best offer is on the 
table.

9/8/19 Approx. 
9:45 am

10-12 
minutes

Newsviews Our guest was Illinois Institute of 
Technology President Alan Cramb. We 
discussed the university’s new artificial 
intelligence program, the school’s role in 
the tech industry here in Chicago as well 
as other research being done at IIT 
including food safety.

9/11/19 5pm 3:23 Newscast Questions tonight about the hiring of a 
suburban elementary school principal 
who resigned after officials learned that 
he had been investigated for sexual 
misconduct while working for another 
district.

9/11/19 10pm 1:38 Newscast An emergency in a high school pool as a 
football player there doing training was 
rushed to the hospital.  High school 
officials are trying to learn more about 
what happened.

9/12/19 5pm 2:23 Newscast Tragic and inexcusable is how federal 
officials describe the way CPS has 
handled sex misconduct cases in their 
school system and now the US 
Department of Education wants federal 
oversight.

9/12/19 10pm 1:43 Newscast A high school community is shocked and 
mourning after a freshman football 
player drowned.  There are questions 
about what led up to his death in the 
school pool.

9/16/19 430pm 2:22 Newscast The foundations of computer coding is 
being taught to some kids at a new local 
tech school giving kids an early starts on 
STEM classes.



9/17/19 10pm 2:04 Newscast A contentious school board meeting 
tonight as the fate of a high school hangs 
in the balance.  Rich Township 227 is 
trying to decide whether to close one of 
its high schools.

9/24/19 430pm 2:35 Newscast Thousands of Chicago teacher’s union 
members began a strike vote today.  
They started the process today on the 
same night that they’ll get a visit for a 
large rally tonight with Bernie Sanders.  

9/24/19 6pm 2:08 Newscast Stunned high school students let out at 
lunch time after a violent attack on the 
school property today.  One student 
stabbed another as high school officials 
stepped in and had to take action.

9/26/19 6pm 1:39 Newscast Classes will be back in session at a pair 
of high schools after getting cancelled 
today over threats of violence.  Earlier 
this week one student stabbed another 
leaving classmates on edge.

9/26/19 10pm 2:06 newscast The Chicago Teachers Union authorized 
a strike just moments ago.  The union 
spent the evening counting the votes and 
will decide a walkout date next week.

9/27/19 430pm 2:27 Newscast The votes are in and CPS teachers say 
they’re ready to go on strike if they can’t 
reach a deal with the city.  The mayor 
says she promises not to repeat the past 
in order to reach a deal with them.

9/30/19 5pm 2:26 Newscast With just one week to go before Chicago 
teachers could potentially strike the 
mayor is launching a new effort to win 
public support for the contract that has 
been offered to teachers. 
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7/2019-9/2019 Various : 15, :30 PSA MEET ME AT THE PARK/ 
NATIONAL RECREATION AND 
PARK ASSOCIATION-is in 
collaboration with The Walt Disney 
Company .It seeks to improve and 
provide access to outdoor play spaces for 
underserved communities.

7/4/19 10pm 2:17 Newscast California’s governor has declared a state 
of emergency following largest 
earthquake to hit the region and more 
than 100 aftershocks.

7/6/19 10pm 1:58 Newscast Rescuers saved several people this 
weekend. The winds caused six foot 
waves in Lake Michigan.

7/7/19 10pm 1:53 Newscast The strongest earthquake in 20 years 
shook southern California. It’s expected 
to have more.

7/7/19 10pm 1:53 Newscast A boy went missing after swimming in 
dangerous conditions in Lake Michigan. 
Rescuers could not even finish the search 
due to the conditions. 

7/9/19 10pm 2:12 Newscast There’s a search for an alligator tonight 
in Chicago as one was allegedly spotted 
in a lagoon over on the city’s west side.

7/10/19 10pm 2:30 Newscast The hottest day of the year is baking 
people and animals across the city and 
suburbs.  The heat is also causing some 
issues with bridges as local fire 
departments had to hose them down so 
they would lift.

7/10/19 10pm 2:09 Newscast The alligator that is still being sought in 
Humboldt Park has brought in a host of 
wildlife experts to find new ways to 
safely and humanely capture it.

7/11/19 6pm 1:50 Newscast We are live at a deadly boat crash in 
Lake Michigan that has left 1 person 
dead and 2 people had to be rescued from 
the water. They say it happened because 
of the unusually high level of water.

7/13/19 10pm 2:15 Newscast We’re following news along the Gulf 
Coast where Tropical Storm Barry is 
dumping heavy rain tonight and it could 
continue to stretch northwards into 
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Illinois.
7/14/19 10pm 2:01 Newscast The search continues for the elusive 

alligator in Humboldt Park.  There were 
rumors earlier that the gator peaked its 
head out but it’s still MIA.

7/15/19 6pm 2:09 Newscast Experts are swimming for that gator 
around the Humboldt Park lagoon taking 
a new tactic today by shutting down parts 
of the park to keep crowds away and 
make sure things are quiet as they try and 
capture the gator.

7/17/19 10pm 2:15 Newscast A community is voicing its concern over 
an agreement reached that would allow 
for a company accused of emitting 
cancer causing pollution to reopen and 
not be held liable for what they sent into 
the air.

7/17/19 10pm 1:56 Newscast An excessive heat warning covering 
most of our area as the weather is having 
an impact with power crews already 
staffing up and trains slowing down their 
speeds while others are just being told to 
stay cool.

7/18/19 6pm 1:49 Newscast The heat hitting at a time when a lot of 
people plan on spending time outside.  
That means area festivals are taking 
some extra precautions to keep people 
safe.  

7/19/19 5pm 1:51 Newscast A group of north Lawndale High 
Schoolers are restoring a Joliet army 
ammunition plant from World War II.  
They are using flowers and plants to 
build up the wildlife and bring the land 
back to its natural glory.

7/19/19 10pm 2:03 Newscast A parent and authorities raced against 
time and the heat to unlock a hot SUV 
with a baby inside.  It’s a warning of just 
how hot it can get and how quickly it 
happens.

7/21/19 10pm 2:04 Newscast A 16-year-old boy recovers after being 
struck by lightning during a soccer 
tournament.  It’s one of several lightning 
strikes in the area tonight.

7/22/19 5pm 2:05 Newscast Record lake levels are taking their toll on 
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beaches in Southwest Michigan.  We 
look more at the science of what’s 
happening there and what could be 
happening here.

7/22/19 10pm 2:09 Newscast A beach hazard was in effect due to high 
wave warnings on the lakefront.  Waves 
were as high as 7 feet and has several 
taking precautions at the conditions 
tonight.

7/24/19 4pm 2:17 Newscast There was at least one day last year when 
Chicago beaches experienced unsafe 
bacteria levels. Overall beaches are safer 
from bacteria.

7/26/19 430pm 2:21 Newscast A section of a popular trail is closed to 
dog walkers due to fears of coyote 
attacks.  Several people say the coyotes 
trailed them while walking their dogs.

7/29/19 430pm 1:26 Newscast The Shedd Aquarium is working to 
spread awareness about the critical role 
of sharks in the ecosystem.  One of our 
cameramen dove right into the waters in 
a conservation effort.

7/30/19 430pm 2:02 Newscast We talked with a man who described 
losing his child to a hot car.  The fire 
department demonstrated how quickly 
vehicles can get hot and heat up during 
these summer months and people need to 
be aware.

7/31/19 4pm 1:52 Newscast Its summer in the city but there’s a 
warning out for those trying to stay cool 
as they are being urged to stay out of 
Lake Michigan because of the dangerous 
lake levels and high waves and rip 
currents.

8/15/19 430pm 1:44 Newscast A local entrepreneur has a high-tech take 
on agriculture that could change what 
ends up on our plates.  It’s the farming of 
the future.

8/16/19 10pm 2:09 Newscast At least 2 beaches are closed after toxic 
chemicals were spilled into the water 
killing hundreds of fish.  The closure 
comes in the middle of summer but 
there’s environmental concerns.

8/18/19 9:45 am 10-12 Newsviews Our guests were Michelle Carr the 
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minutes Illinois State Director for the Nature 
Conservancy and Forrest Cortes the 
Chicago Director of Community 
Engagement.  They talked about the 
work the Nature Conservancy is doing in 
Chicago and the Chicago area.  That 
includes efforts to give people more 
access to nature.

8/18/19 10pm 1:40 Newscast Professional golfer Phil Mickleson was 
in danger of missing his tee time because 
of lightning strike at his hotel that forced 
everyone to leave.  It didn’t cause much 
damage to the building though.

8/20/19 430pm 1:59 Newscast Chicago’s shoreline is shrinking 
according to the city’s park district.  
They say the land along the lakefront is 
disappearing and there’s a new effort that 
could help protect what’s left of it.

8/22/19 10pm 2:06 Newscast High waves knocked an 11yo girl into 
the waters of Lake Michigan and a 35yo 
man jumped in trying to save her.  He did 
not survive because of the high waters.

8/23/19 10pm 2:10 Newscast There is a continuing danger on the 
shores of Lake Michigan tonight with 
waves still high and rip currents still a 
risk as we head into the weekend.  It 
comes just one night after a father died 
trying to rescue his daughter.

8/25/19 9:45 am 10-12 
minutes

Newsviews Our guests were Margaret Frisbie the 
Executive Director of Friends of the 
Chicago River and Josina Morita a 
Commissioner with the Metropolitan 
Water Reclamation District.  Friends of 
the Chicago River is turning 40.  We 
talked about the changes to the river 
since the organization’s founding.  Their 
plans for the years ahead and what a 
cleaner river means for the city.

8/25/19 10pm 2:26 Newscast The dangerous conditions are expected to 
continue tomorrow on Lake Michigan as 
the big waves were responsible for 2 
more drowning deaths this weekend.

8/25/19 10pm 1:43 Newscast The annual Chicago Triathlon started as 
the sun came up this morning but the 
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athletes were forced to skip the 
swimming portion because of the huge 
waves and dangerous rip currents that 
brought about bad conditions on the 
water.

8/28/19 10pm 1:59 Newscast A state of emergency right now in 
Florida as people are getting ready for 
Hurricane Dorian to hit there.  It’s caused 
several people here worried about loved 
ones in Puerto Rico that are getting hit by 
the storm and others traveling up here to 
Chicago to get away from the storm’s 
path.

8/30/19 5pm 2:56 Newscast The battle to stop beaches here in the 
Chicagoland area from disappearing.  In 
Highland Park efforts are now underway 
to end erosion caused by high water at 
the recently restored Rosewood Beach.

8/30/19 6pm 2:06 Newscast They’re hoping for some dry moments 
out at Oak St beach this weekend as the 
volleyball tournament takes place there.  
It’s just one of several events around the 
area taking place this Labor Day 
weekend with the weather expected to be 
great and more people outside.

8/30/19 10pm 1:51 Newscast People across the state of Florida are 
scrambling to get ready for Dorian 
boarding up and stocking up and also for 
those from Chicago get out of the path of 
the storm.

9/2/19 10pm 2:46 Newscast For years they’ve represented a serious 
threat to the ecology of the Great Lakes 
and while that threat is still real, the 
battle to keep Asian Carp out of Lake 
Michigan has so far been a success.

9/2/19 10pm 2:03 Newscast Hurricane Dorian remains a category 4 as 
it wobbles over the Bahamas tonight and 
the destruction of that island nation is 
unprecedented as people here travel to 
the area with supplies to try and get the 
area back up and under its feet once the 
storm passes.

9/3/19 4pm 1:52 Newscast At sites throughout Chicago, a women-
led Urban Growers Collective is building 
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a better Chicago through the use of 
farming and gardening.

9/3/19 10pm 1:30 Newscast An Accuweather alert and reports of a 
brief tornado that might have touched 
down in Waukegan tonight.  We’re 
getting video of the damage and talking 
with residents about what they 
experienced.

9/4/19 6pm 2:16 Newscast Video of a tornado tossing a car around 
the northern suburbs where the National 
Weather Service has now confirmed that 
a tornado did in fact touch down in 
Waukegan.

9/4/19 10pm 2:21 Newscast Hurricane Dorian is charging up the 
coast right now as the storm has killed at 
least 21 people.  Supplies continue to be 
shipped from our area down there.

9/7/19 10pm 2:18 Newscast The remnants of Hurricane Dorian are 
not hitting Canada and the storm, despite 
now being a tropical storm, are still 
packing a punch.

9/11/19 4pm 2:09 Newscast Even though summer is coming to an end 
there are still plenty of outdoor activities 
like hiking the Outerbelt Trail.  We learn 
more about this hidden trail and how it 
wraps hundreds of miles around the city.

9/11/19 430pm 2:15 Newscast Crews will install barriers along Lake 
Shore Drive where water levels are near 
a record high.  The hope is that this will 
protect against potential flooding from 
future storms.

9/11/19 10pm 1:27 Newscast The storms that triggered a tornado 
warning in our area tonight sparked lots 
of rain and lightning.  We’re tracking the 
storms and whatever damage was caused 
from it in the northern suburbs.

9/12/19 430pm 1:51 Newscast Lake Opeka in Des Plaines is closed and 
could stay that way for a while after 
officials found a potentially toxic blue-
green algae blooming on its surface.

9/13/19 4pm 2:26 Newscast The overnight rains caused a 2nd day of 
flooding in McHenry County as public 
works officials and volunteers are 
sandbagging in certain problem spots.
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9/13/19 5pm 2:38 Newscast 25,000 lbs. of fruits, veggies, and herbs 
are being grown in the heart of the city 
part of a seed to table agriculture and 
culinary program.

9/17/19 430pm 2:12 Newscast This year’s extreme weather has some 
farmers warning of slim pickings at local 
apple orchards.  Some orchards are 
starting season early knowing they won’t 
have as large of a crop this year.

9/20/19 10pm 1:49 Newscast A global call for change heard in cities 
across the world including here in 
Chicago as people took a stand against 
Climate Change saying more needs to be 
done to save our environment.

09/24/19 10pm 1:43 Newscast Surveillance video shows the moments 
when a girl manages to escape from a 
coyote that came after her.  It happened 
in the family’s front yard and while the 
girl was scared she wasn’t hurt as the 
family warns others in the area of this 
coyote.

9/27/19 10pm 2:40 Newscast Severe storms are causing major issues 
tonight across the area with high winds 
tearing into Manteno’s Oktoberfest 
causing evacuations.

9/28/19 10pm 3:41 Newscast Most of the area is going under a flash 
flood watch and there’s another round of 
rain headed our way after several inches 
of rain fell the past 2 days waterlogging 
several areas.
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7/24/19 430pm 2:14 Newscast A local teen who lost 2 brothers to gun 
violence is working to turn her family’s 
loss into a non-profit group that works 
towards trying to get guns off the streets 
and curb gun violence.

8/5/19 5pm 2:09 Newscast Chicagoans have a new tool to track 
felony gun arrest cases.  Chicago police 
launched the website as a way to 
highlight the issues with the gun arrests 
in the city and highlight what needs to be 
changed.

8/5/19 6pm 2:15 Newscast The debate over how to stop these mass 
shootings intensified today as President 
Trump is calling for improve gun control 
on those with mental illness.  

8/11/19 10pm 2:07 Newscast After another weekend of gun violence in 
Chicago, hundreds of people gathered in 
Federal Plaza to say enough is enough.  
They say gun violence is killing the city 
and they’re calling for more control 
against the weapons.

8/16/19 5pm 1:59 Newscast Chicago police confiscate guns, assault 
weapons, high caliber rifles and more in 
an overnight raid while also arresting 2 
people.

8/29/19 5pm 2:01 Newscast The family of a murdered attorney and 
former judge says the children of the 
man convicted should be held 
accountable as well because of the gun 
control laws currently on the books in 
Indiana.

9/25/19 6pm 2:09 Newscast Thousands of people turned out on 
Capitol Hill today joining lawmakers and 
victims of gun violence calling for more 
to be done nationally with regards to 
guns.  Several of those there are from 
Chicago.

9/27/19 6pm 1:50 Newscast Chicago police say 2 recent shootings 
highlight a big problem for them in 
tracking down illegal guns.  One tactic is 
called straw purchasing and it relates to 
the shootings of a woman and a police 
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officer last week.
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8/2019-9/2019 Various :04,:15 PSA THE 34TH HUNGER WALK/GREATER 
CHICAGO FOOD DEPOSITORY this 
walk raises awareness and foods for over 
700 food pantries within the Food 
Depository’s network.

8/2019-9/2019 Various :20,:15,:04 PSA ALS WALK FOR LIFE/LES TURNER 
ALS FOUNDATION a two mile walk to 
benefit the Les Turner ALS Foundation, 
ALS research, and people and families 
living with ALS. 

7/2019-9/2019 Various :15,:30 PSA DRUG FREE AMERICA which 
encourages families to discuss with their 
youth substance use, addiction, 
prevention, and recovery practices. It 
seeks to empower families with the most 
current science based information to 
guide them in having these 
conversations.

9/29/19 Various :30 PSA HEALTHY BEVERAGES/AMERICAN 
ACADEMY OF PEDIATRICS 
promoting healthy beverage options like 
water and milk for children. 

9/2019 Various :05,:10,:20 PSA MAKING STRIDES AGAINST 
BREAST CANCER/AMERICAN 
CANCER SOCIETY helps bring 
awareness to breast cancer and raise 
funds for research.

8/2019 Various :30 PSA RED CROSS provides aide to people 
and communities during emergencies by 
mobilizing volunteers and donors.

7/1/19 430pm 2:42 Newscast A rarely used blood test helped diagnose 
a girl’s medical mystery. We look into 
why the test isn’t being used by more 
hospitals.

7/1/19 5pm 2:15 Newscast Doctors at Northwestern Memorial 
Hospital performed a rare life-saving 
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kidney transplant, which involved 10 
people.

7/2/19 430pm 1:58 Newscast Fireworks can be dangerous. Karen 
Jordan gives some safety tips. 

7/9/19 5pm 2:05 Newscast A call to roll up your sleeves and donate 
blood as the American Red Cross says 
they are facing a shortage and need more 
donations.

7/9/19 6pm 2:21 Newscast The city of Chicago is looking into 
tackling the problem of lead in some 
residents’ drinking water.  The dangerous 
metal is showing up in people’s tap water 
and it has several people concerned for 
their health.

7/11/19 4PM 2:06 Newscast A new business owner is doing better 
through affordable fresh fruits and 
vegetables understanding that some 
communities don’t have regular access to 
the healthy foods.

7/19/19 10pm 2:12 Newscast More than a month after they were told 
to stop using their water because of 
elevated lead levels, some people in 
University Park are still without it and 
demanding answers on what the water if 
used will do to their health.

7/31/19 4pm 1:55 Newscast The coroner in Los Angeles confirms the 
death of Disney star Cameron Boyce 
from epilepsy.  Local experts discuss 
with us the condition and how they are 
taking steps to take on this tragedy.

8/5/19 430pm 1:50 Newscast A man who survived cancer got the 
present of a lifetime for his 45th trip 
around the sun.  He was given a new 
heart thanks to the generosity of a donor.

8/9/19 5pm 2:21 Newscast Confusion as to whether a financially 
troubled hospital is closing its doors 
today.  Some staff members were told the 
hospital was stopping to take patients.

8/10/19 10pm 2:18 Newscast A salmonella outbreak is underway at a 
south side grocery store after several 
people got sick.  Now the city’s health 
department is warning people to throw 
away their food.

8/15/19 430pm 2:38 Newscast Mounting concerns over a dangerous 



ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST WLS-TV

July 1, 2019 – September 30, 2019   Chicago

CATEGORY: HEALTH/MENTAL HEALTH/VAPING
DATE TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION

trend.  Health officials are raising red 
flags after vaping is linked to lung 
problems in teenagers and young adults.

8/20/19 10pm 2:03 Newscast The owners of a still shuttered 
Sterigenics plant is facing nearly 3 dozen 
new lawsuits tonight.  People who say 
they got cancer because that plant 
released a potentially dangerous 
chemical into the air.

8/23/19 5pm 2:15 Newscast The first death tied to vaping is reported 
here in Illinois.  It could be the first death 
in from vaping in the country and we’re 
trying to learn more about the victim.

8/30/19 4pm 1:52 Newscast A teenager is waiting for a bone marrow 
transplant and today she got the surprise 
of her life when she got to meet her 
favorite ballplayer.  She’s currently on a 
lengthy list of marrow transplant 
recipients highlighting the need for more.

8/30/19 430pm 2:38 Newscast An alarming warning about vaping and 
being linked to more cases of severe lung 
disease.  Government health agencies 
announced that as of Tuesday, 25 states 
reported 216 possible cases.

9/3/19 10pm 2:15 Newscast A teen is in the hospital fighting to breath 
as his mom and doctors blame his 
condition on vaping and have a warning 
for others who are doing it.

9/4/19 430pm 2:04 Newscast Its lights out for vaping in Michigan as 
the state is now the 1st in the country to 
ban flavored e-cigs.  Several people are 
calling for that here in Illinois saying it’ll 
be better for teen health.

9/5/19 10pm 2:38 Newscast New clues to what may be causing 
hundreds of people to get sick after 
vaping.  Health officials say some tests 
have found high levels of a chemical 
made from Vitamin E in cannabis 
products linked to the illnesses.

9/6/19 10pm 2:25 Newscast New calls for federal authorities to take 
action on a growing concern among 
people who vape.  5 people have now 
died and local leaders say the head of the 
FDA must tighten regulations on vaping 
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or resign.
9/6/19 10pm 2:21 Newscast Outrage tonight over a judge’s ruling 

allowing a controversial medical 
sterilization company to move forward 
on plans to reopen.  That despite 
concerns that emissions from the facility 
cause cancer.

9/9/19 5pm 1:55 Newscast 3D printing that could change the lives of 
heart patients.  The company announced 
that they created a small 3D heart with 
big possibilities.

9/11/19 430pm 3:54 Newscast President Trump is responding to a 
dangerous trend proposing a ban on 
flavors used in e-cigarettes after an 
outbreak of respiratory problems.  There 
are now 20 cases here in Illinois where 
people had to be hospitalized for this.

9/13/19 430pm 2:30 Newscast It’s a team effort designed to protect 
people from toxic emissions.  
Lawmakers are joining forces to craft a 
bill that could allow for people to breathe 
easier and phase out the chemical that 
some say causes cancer.

9/14/19 10pm 1:55 Newscast We’re learning more about how family 
members found more than 2200 fetal 
remains at a doctor’s property.  Now 
people want to know what he was doing 
with those fetal remains.

9/14/19 10pm 1:49 Newscast 2 new cases of Legionnaires disease in 
the western suburbs.  There are now 14 
total cases in Batavia most of them at 
Covenant Living at the Holmstad.

9/15/19 9:45 am 10-12 
minutes

Newsviews Our guests were Dr. Ravi Kalhan, 
director of the Asthma and COPD 
Program at Northwestern University’s 
Feinberg School of Medicine, Dr. Kiran 
Joshi, Senior Medical Officer with the 
Cook County Department of Public 
Health and Ruby Johnson, the mother of 
a college student who became sick from 
vaping.  We talked about just what 
vaping is, possible dangers, the recent 
outbreak of illnesses and deaths as well 
as what we do and don’t know about 
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vaping.
9/16/19 430pm 2:01 Newscast Illinois is seeing an alarming uptick in 

lung disease cases linked to vaping and 
e-cigarettes.  We take a look at a 
renewed effort to get the dangerous 
devices out of kids’ hands.

9/19/19 10pm 1:52 Newscast Thousands of nurses will hit the picket 
lines tomorrow morning walking off 
their jobs at the University of Chicago 
hospital.  The hospital says they have 
plans in place to continue medical care 
while they are out.

9/20/19 5pm 2:11 Newscast Thousands of nurses are on strike right 
now at the University of Chicago 
medical center.  They walked off the job 
this morning after contract talks broke 
down.  Despite the strike, the hospital 
says they will continue to be able to 
service patients.

9/23/19 5pm 2:32 Newscast Lawmakers hear first-hand from young 
people today about concerns over vaping 
and e-cigarettes.  The lawmakers will 
consider legislation banning the flavored 
vaping products.

9/25/19 5pm 2:03 Newscast Reaction as the largest e-cigarette maker 
is making changes amid nationwide 
concern against vaping.  Jull is replacing 
its CEO and ending all advertising in the 
country as people complain about the 
health effects it’s having on kids.

9/25/19 5pm 2:08 Newscast Nurses went to back this morning for the 
first time since their strike with 
University of Chicago medicine.  But 
their contact dispute continues and 
several patients we’re talking with tell us 
about their thoughts of what was going 
on in the hospital with the nurses out.

9/27/19 5pm 1:55 Newscast New cases of whooping cough are 
reported in both Cook and Lake Counties 
in Illinois.  2 high schools also have 
several confirmed cases.

9/29/19 9:45 am 10-12 
minutes

Newsviews As Suicide Prevention Awareness month 
wraps up we talked about efforts here 
locally (with an emphasis on young 



ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST WLS-TV

July 1, 2019 – September 30, 2019   Chicago

CATEGORY: HEALTH/MENTAL HEALTH/VAPING
DATE TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION

people)   Our guests were Sarah Whitson 
with the Crisis Text Line (where people 
can text for help), Ellie Borgstrom with 
the National Alliance on Mental Illness 
and Dan Chick, Principal of McClure 
Middle School in Western Springs.  Ellie 
talks to school children about mental 
health/suicide and one of the schools 
where she does that is McClure.  

9/30/19 430pm 1:44 Newscast It’s moving day for employees at Metro 
South Medical Center in Blue Island.  
The hospital and city are looking for a 
buyer and several people are wondering 
where their next nearest hospital will be.
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7/8/19 6pm 2:38 Newscast Allegations of a secret foreign 
investigation by federal prosecutors in 
the death penalty case against Brendt 
Christensen who murdered a Chinese 
scholar.  

7/8/19 10pm 4:03 Newscast New technology on the road designed to 
prevent crashes but we’re hearing claims 
that the auto-braking sensors could be 
causing dangers to drivers.

7/9/19 6pm 2:35 Newscast We’re looking into the makeup of a mass 
attacker as a pair of Midwestern public 
attacks are among more than 2 dozens 
examined by the US Secret Service and 
this includes the shooting at Chicago’s 
Mercy Hospital.

7/10/19 6pm 2:12 Newscast Bodycam video just released in a deadly 
shooting involving Chicago police from 
back in May as a spokesperson for the 
agency that oversees police shootings 
says they’ve still made no conclusions 
concerning what the video shows.

7/11/19 6pm 2:42 Newscast New information about what led to a 
deadly west side car crash during a 
police chase in May.  Video released 
shows the collision and reveals some 
issues now being looked at.

7/12/19 5pm 2:40 Newscast Fighting fraud at your next fill up as 
we’re looking at skimmers that could be 
compromising payment security at more 
gas pumps.

7/12/19 6pm 2:45 Newscast We’ve learned that convicted Donald 
Trump campaign adviser George 
Papadopoulos has been given court 
permission to travel to Europe for the 
filming of his life story.

7/15/19 6pm 2:48 Newscast A man considered the highest ranking 
Chicago mobster convicted since 
Operation Family Secrets says prison 
would be hazardous to his health and 
John Matassa is asking for probation.



7/16/19 6pm 2:37 Newscast Ukrainian business tycoon Dmitry 
Firtash will remain in Austria under 
house arrest even though the justice 
minister there today cleared his 
extradition to Chicago.

7/17/19 10pm 4:01 Newscast The ITeam sits down with the man who 
has what may be the most difficult job in 
state government, the DCFS director.  
Marc Smith is in charge of protecting the 
state’s kids and his agency has come 
under fire for years.

7/18/19 6pm 2:33 Newscast When police swarmed the AT&T 
building today it looked and felt real and 
CPD officials say they thought it was an 
active shooter incident.  It turned out to 
be a drill that no one informed CPD or 
others about.

7/18/19 10pm 3:38 Newscast A wet and muddy neighborhood dispute 
as one couple is telling us their backyard 
is a swamp and we look into the 
problem.

7/19/19 6pm 2:42 Newscast A scrap metal recycling facility is 
scrutinized by many of its neighbors for 
noise and air pollution. Now we go onto 
the General Iron lot and get video of the 
company’s new air filtering equipment 
that was just installed.

7/22/19 10pm 4:27 Newscast Genetically modified fish are being 
raised for food in order to raise salmon 
that require less resources. Some critics 
are demanding it never be sold in the 
U.S.  We look into where the futuristic 
food is coming from.

7/23/19 5pm 2:31 Newscast People who do not have real-time text 
alerts may be in jeopardy, because 
fraudulent charges can rack up fast.  We 
look more into how important that they 
can be when minutes matter.

7/29/19 10pm 4:08 Newscast Homes built within the past few years in 
a south suburban subdivision are already 
seeing flaking and pitting in their 
concrete driveways. We look into their 
complaints to see what we can do.

7/30/19 5pm 2:51 Newscast A suburban contractor is arrested and 
charged in connection with unfinished 
work. The person was investigated by 
our ITeam over a series of incidents.



7/31/19 6pm 2:43 Newscast New information about a very old story 
as in the death of notorious fugitive John 
Dillinger.  He was killed by law 
enforcement 85 years ago but there’s 
now questions of whether that really 
happened and his body will be exhumed.

8/1/19 6pm 2:52 Newscast A day after we broke the story of why 
John Dillinger’s family wants to dig up 
his body the FBI is mounting a full PR 
effort suggesting the exhumation is 
unnecessary.

8/2/19 6pm 2:15 Newscast Since Yingying Zhang vanished and 
Brendt Christensen was arrested, the 
most important question has been where 
is her body? We now know that the 
federal authorities might have a better 
understanding of where Christensen left 
her body and are searching for it.

8/5/19 5pm 2:45 Newscast A development tonight in an ITeam 
investigation that involved allegations of 
vehicles suddenly stopping on the road 
and we found out that one man dealing 
with the safety issue is seeing a solution.

8/5/19 10pm 4:05 Newscast We are exposing what authorities are 
calling a Title Washing Ring where car 
titles are faked or altered in order to sell 
stolen cars.

8/9/19 5pm 2:47 Newscast It’s not a new phone but Apple is now 
entering the banking business and 
offering a new credit card.  We look at 
the benefits and possible downsides to 
the card.

8/12/19 6pm 2:40 Newscast Former governor Rod Blagojevich waits 
for word from the White House on 
whether he will get out of prison early 
and now we have the first video of him 
behind the jail walls.

8/13/19 6pm 2:44 Newscast We’ve been looking into how a gun 
ended up in the hands of a convicted 
felon as prosecutors have charged a man 
that put lives in danger at the VA 
medical center.  

8/14/19 6pm 2:38 Newscast We’ve learned tonight that it is a hold up 
on plans to dig up John Dillinger’s grave 
for DNA testing.  It appears that a cable 
TV show is involved as well.

8/15/19 6pm 2:37 Newscast A surge in another Chicago crime 
category as pickpocketing have increased 
more than 20% the past 3 years.  



8/19/19 6pm 2:44 Newscast A twist in the El Chapo drug cartel case 
as extra security was taken after a key 
government witness in Chicago was 
threatened by the cartel.

8/19/19 10pm 4:29 Newscast It was supposed to be a relaxing vacation 
but one couple tells us that it ended in a 
jailhouse on a dirt floor in their 
swimsuits and they claim they were 
unfairly arrested and assaulted by police.

8/20/19 6pm 3:07 Newscast A private one on one meeting between 
Illinois’ top law enforcement officials 
and the leader of the Roman Catholic 
Church in Chicago.  Among the main 
talking points is the ongoing state 
investigation into clergy sex abuse.

8/21/19 5pm 1:41 Newscast Hundreds of murder cases with evidence 
backlogged in state crime labs all 
uncovered by our Iteam.  Now more 
action is being taken by the governor.

8/21/19 6pm 2:29 Newscast We’ve obtained an Illinois State police 
report on a private ambulance that 
crashed into a suburban building last year 
killing 3 people. 

8/21/19 10pm 3:46 Newscast It’s been 2 months since shared electric 
scooters hit the city’s streets and we have 
a report on how they’ve been received 
and the impact around the city.

8/22/19 6pm 2:26 Newscast We’ve learned that a woman known as 
the “drug llama” is in plea negotiations 
with Illinois prosecutors after being 
charged with selling thousands of 
fentanyl pills.

8/23/19 6pm 2:26 Newscast We’re following an intense standoff 
downstate right now as a state trooper 
has been shot and critically wounded 
while serving a warrant.

8/26/19 6pm 3:04 Newscast A man convicted in one of Chicago’s 
most notorious murder cases is back in 
trouble tonight.  Dionte Johnson was 
14yo when he joined the savage beating 
death of Derrion Albert and now 10 
years later he’s back in jail.

8/26/19 10pm 3:26 Newscast The tight rental market has caused a 
trend in converting condo buildings into 
rentals.  Now we look into one case 
where a man buying up condos in one 
building angering longtime owners in the 
process.



8/27/19 6pm 2:45 Newscast State’s attorney Kim Foxx has responded 
to our report about one of Chicago most 
ruthless murders and defending her 
office the way she handled one of the 
killers who was re-arrested over the 
weekend.

8/30/19 5pm 2:52 Newscast Mobile bank deposits are quick, 
convenient, and popular and we’ve been 
investigating how that technology can be 
used to rip off people and businesses.

9/3/19 6pm 2:22 Newscast We’ve learned tonight that super hacker 
Jeremy Hammond has been mysteriously 
moved from the prison where he was 
doing 10 years and his supporters say its 
part of a government effort to put him in 
front of a grand jury.

9/4/19 6pm 1:57 Newscast A banner day for former Illinois 
congressman Aaron Schock as after a 5 
year federal corruption investigation and 
indictment all charges were dropped 
today.

9/5/19 6pm 2:37 Newscast There has been a decision in the case of 
an Elgin police lieutenant who shot and 
killed a woman during a fiery standoff on 
the tollway last year.  He’s been allowed 
to return to the force.

9/9/19 6pm 1:55 Newscast We’ve learned tonight that a loudly 
trumpeted plan to dig up the remains of 
gangster John Dillinger might be on hold 
because of a lawsuit from the cemetery 
who doesn’t want the exhumation to 
move forward.

9/9/19 10pm 3:31 Newscast What looks to be a major mix-up by area 
prosecutors and detectives now 
uncovered by our team.  A local woman 
turned to us to help clear her name.

9/10/19 10pm 4:03 Newscast New information tonight from behind the 
scenes at Illinois’ worst mass attack in 
more than a decade when a just fired 
employee went shooting inside the Henry 
Pratt company.

9/11/19 6pm 2:52 Newscast The Cook County chief judge election is 
tomorrow and the race features a 
longtime incumbent but some insiders 
say the race might be a tight one as 
there’s growing opposition to the current 
leader.

9/12/19 6pm 2:38 Newscast The election for chief judge is over as 
incumbent Tim Evans won another term 
to lead the Cook County judges in what 
appears to be a close race.



9/12/19 10pm 3:31 Newscast No one wants to be an eyesore in their 
neighborhood but what if you were 
falsely accused of creating one and 
wrongly on the hook for $1,500 in fines?  

9/16/19 6pm 2:41 Newscast We’ve learned tonight that a native 
Chicagoan will soon return to run the 
FBI office here.  Emmerson Buie Jr is 
currently in Texas but will be moving 
here to take over.

9/16/19 10pm 3:47 Newscast Scammers telling you to pay up or they’ll 
release so-called compromising pictures 
of you.  It’s called sextortion and can 
cost you tens of thousands of dollars.

9/18/19 5pm 2:14 Newscast A trend of turning Chicago condos into 
rental units may be slowing down as the 
council gives more power to condo 
owners.  It’s a story we’ve been 
following for some time.

9/18/19 6pm 2:36 Newscast We’ve obtained a newly filed application 
to dig up the body of outlaw John 
Dillinger who was killed outside a 
Chicago theater more than 85 years ago.

9/19/19 6pm 2:45 Newscast We hear from a pair of campus police 
officers who cracked the case of the U of 
I scholar killer.  The officers sat down 
and talked with us about how they caught 
convicted killer Brendt Christensen.

9/19/19 10pm 4:47 Newscast We take you on an unconventional 
program at the Cook County jail.  
Dressed in street clothes, inmates were 
allowed recently to visit their kids at one 
of Chicago’s biggest tourist attractions.

9/23/19 5pm 2:57 Newscast We follow up on our reports of 
complaints of cars that were decelerating 
for no apparent reason and have news on 
what the car manufacturer is doing as a 
result.

9/23/19 10pm 5:33 Newscast New concern tonight about the return of 
the measles as we uncover an increasing 
number of Illinois schools falling behind 
and below the vaccine coverage level.

9/24/19 10pm 4:11 Newscast Some critics are saying people are 
getting away with murder after we 
exposed the backlog of murder cases in 
Illinois crime labs.  State officials 
promised to tackle the problem but 
what’s really changed?



9/25/19 10pm 4:18 Newscast We delve into CBD and how people’s 
careers are being upended by the wildly 
popular cannabis extract and employees 
unsuspectingly finding themselves 
failing drug tests and losing jobs.

9/26/19 10pm 4:13 Newscast We put CBD to the test and what’s 
actually in the cannabis extract touted as 
a therapeutic for all and no prescription 
necessary?  

9/27/19 6pm 2:32 Newscast We’ve learned tonight that a fired top 
Ukrainian prosecutor who is at the heart 
of the White House whistleblower 
scandal is now also in the middle of a 
mysterious Chicago bribery case.
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7/1/19 5pm 2:32 Newscast A new rule requires Chicago Police 
officers to notify the department when 
they point their gun. The consent decree, 
a series of reforms following the Laquan 
McDonald shooting, was also supposed 
to begin.

7/2/19 4pm 2:00 Newscast A mom stops by the Chicago Police 
Department to thank the officers for 
helping her deliver her baby safely. 

7/4/19 10pm 2:04 Newscast Chicago Police hope a heavier presence 
over the holiday weekend will keep 
crime down.

7/5/19 430pm 1:51 Newscast By 2021, every Chicago police officer 
will have a special medical kit on their 
vest. They are learning how to save lives 
like soldiers on the battlefield. 

7/8/19 5pm 2:12 Newscast A hearing begins today to determine the 
future of Chicago police officer Robert 
Rialmo.  The police board will determine 
if Rialmo is fired from the department 
following a police shooting several years 
ago.

7/8/19 5pm 2:16 Newscast An alleged double kidnapping leads to a 
deadly shooting by police as officers say 
they shot and killed an armed man who 
was accused of holding 2 people against 
their will.

7/18/19 10pm 1:59 Newscast Action was just taken tonight stemming 
from the police involved shooting of 
Laquan McDonald.  The Chicago Police 
board fired four officers linked to the 
case.

7/22/19 5pm 2:15 Newscast Members of the Chicago police and 
Cook County sheriff’s police joined 
young community members to watch 
some of the country’s top high school 
prospects play baseball.  They worked 
together as another way to show that the 
police are trying to build trust and 
relationships with the kids.

7/24/19 430pm 2:24 Newscast Mayor Lightfoot is lashing out at the 
police department after learning about 
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controversial background checks that 
they were making on people who spoke 
at public meetings.  It was something not 
many in the public knew that the police 
were doing.

7/26/19 10pm 2:04 Newscast A huge police presence and it comes 
amid stepped up security across the city 
as police officers are patrolling just about 
every festival this weekend.  In addition 
to that, there are also new restrictions 
police put out after a mass shooting on 
the lakefront.

7/28/19 10pm 1:52 Newscast Hundreds of people hopped on their 
motorcycles today to honor fallen 
Chicago police officers in their annual 
ride to remember.  We highlight some of 
the police officers whose lives are being 
remembered today.

8/1/19 5pm 1:55 Newscast Student “Peace Warriors” talked with 
Chicago police today about how peaceful 
interactions with their west side 
community can benefit both sides and 
build up trust between the police and the 
residents.

8/6/19 10pm 2:06 Newscast In an effort to try and curb violence and 
better relationships with the communities 
they serve, police departments across the 
Chicagoland area took part in National 
Night Out.

8/8/19 430pm 2:02 Newscast A police raid ended with a 12yo boy 
being shot.  Now his mother is accusing 
officers of using excessive force against 
her child.

8/10/19 10pm 1:50 Newscast A local police dog is making us proud as 
he helped find a missing man hours after 
bringing home more national awards as 
top police K9.

8/13/19 430pm 1:26 Newscast A special honor at this year’s Air and 
Water show as the US Golden Knights 
will remember 3 officers killed in the 
line of duty in 2018.

8/13/19 5pm 2:10 Newscast A somber memorial today at Chicago 
police headquarters for 3 officers killed 
in the line of duty.  They had their 
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badges retired today in a moving 
ceremony.

8/14/19 10pm 2:12 Newscast 6 officers were shot and wounded in an 
hour long standoff in Pennsylvania that’s 
still not over tonight.  The gunman is still 
holed up inside a home refusing to 
surrender.

8/16/19 6pm 1:57 Newscast An Illinois State Trooper is out of the 
hospital tonight after getting shot while 
on the job.  That trooper was serving a 
warrant in Wheeling when someone shot 
him inside a home.  Police have that 
person in custody.

8/17/19 10pm 2:25 Newscast A family is still demanding answers after 
officers shot and killed a man outside his 
home.  We are talking with the family 
about the man as police still refuse to 
release any details on the shooting.

8/18/19 10pm 1:58 Newscast Another local mother is demanding 
answers tonight after police shot and 
killed her son.  She says that what Gary 
police are telling her doesn’t add up.

8/19/19 5pm 2:24 Newscast An off-duty officer was killed in a crash 
while helping another driver.  Officer 
Prohaska worked with the Cook County 
Sheriff’s department and was killed 
while working on a bridge out near 
Morris.

8/19/19 10pm 2:06 Newscast A vigil to remember a young father shot 
and killed by Gary police over the 
weekend.  Rashad Cunningham’s family 
says he carried a gun but had a permit to 
do it legally.  But tonight they still have 
many unanswered questions.

8/22/19 10pm 2:23 Newscast A boy seen in video we’ve exclusively 
obtained was grabbed by police as the 
officers came into his home to 
investigate reports of a missing girl.  
That boy’s family is taking legal action 
against the police involved.

8/26/19 4pm 2:10 Newscast An emotional final farewell as family 
and friends said goodbye to Cook 
County Sheriff’s police officer Ronald 
Prohaska who died after being hit by a 
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car following him pulling over to help 
and assist another driver.

8/27/19 5pm 2:09 Newscast First responders who were at a 
workplace shooting in Aurora took part 
today in a special rescue force training 
with the idea of helping police and fire 
personnel train to handle those situations 
even better.

8/27/19 10pm 1:56 Newscast An investigation launched after video 
posted to social media shows DeKalb 
police appearing to choke a man holding 
him on the ground and tase him during 
his arrest.

8/28/19 5pm 1:40 Newscast A deadly shooting in Maywood as an 
off-duty police officer has been taken 
into custody for the shooting.  Details are 
still unfolding into what actually took 
place.

9/1/19 10pm 2:10 Newscast A fundraiser to help some suburban 
police officers is making us proud as 
donated were collected and thanks given 
to the Aurora police officers affected by 
the mass shooting at the Pratt company 
back in February.

9/1/19 10pm 2:28 Newscast We’re getting another perspective of a 
controversial arrest in DeKalb as police 
there are under investigation after 
cellphone video captured what appeared 
to be a violent arrest of a man charged 
last weekend.

9/7/19 10pm 2:12 Newscast Police officers from across the area put 
down their guns and badges and picked 
up baseball bats and a ball.  The 2nd 
annual Commander Paul Bauer softball 
tournament was held.

9/9/19 430pm 2:24 Newscast New hope for justice in a 10 year old 
case as a Chicago police officer could 
now lose a job over a shooting he was 
involved in that disabled his friend.

9/9/19 5pm 2:29 Newscast Police in Carol Stream are trying out a 
device that tests drivers for marijuana 
impairment.  Recreational use will be 
legal here January 1st and police have 
concerns about how to police that.
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9/10/19 10pm 2:14 Newscast Hundreds turned out tonight to honor the 
fallen Chicago police officers who gave 
their lives to protect others.  This is the 
15th year for the event.

9/17/19 6pm 2:05 Newscast A growing crisis in the CPD claiming 
another victim as another officer 
committed suicide becoming the 4th in 
the department to die that way this year.

9/18/19 430pm 1:58 Newscast A quick thinking intern is being praised 
by the sheriff’s department as the 22yo 
helped de-escalate a potentially 
dangerous situation and help a sheriff’s 
deputy make an arrest.

9/19/19 6pm 2:32 Newscast A fresh look at a deadly police shooting 
as Harith Augustus was shot in the 
middle of the street last summer.  Just 3 
weeks ago investigators released new 
dash cam video showing the shooting.

9/21/19 10pm 2:47 Newscast A Chicago police officer is in the 
hospital right now after getting shot 
while serving a warrant.  The suspected 
shooter is also in the hospital after 
officers shot him several hours later.

9/21/19 10pm 1:50 Newscast It’s been a difficult week for Chicago 
police officers.  Before today’s shooting, 
2 officers were dragged this morning and 
another officer died of an apparent 
suicide early in the week.

9/26/19 430pm 1:45 Newscast A new development in a racially charged 
police shooting that happened 3 years 
ago.  Joshua Beal was killed by an 
officer who was later cleared of 
wrongdoing.  Today that family filed a 
lawsuit.

9/26/19 5pm 2:15 Newscast Federal agents conduct raids in Chicago 
area for the second time this week.  
Agents focused on some homes and 
village offices in McCook and Lyons.  
But authorities aren’t saying what they 
are investigating.



POLITICS

ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST WLS-TV

July 1, 2019 – September 30, 2019   Chicago

CATEGORY: POLITICS
DATE TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION

7/1/19 6pm 2:22 Newscast Chicago’s new mayor says the key to 
tackling the city’s looming pension debt 
is new revenue. 

7/2/19 5pm 2:40 Newscast Protests took over Chicago and other 
parts of the country in opposition to 
immigration detention facilities. People 
are concerned the raids will begin after 
the 4th of July. 

7/2/19 6pm 2:10 Newscast South Bend mayor and presidential 
candidate Pete Buttigieg took center 
stage on the final day of the Rainbow 
Push International Convention. He’s 
barely registering with the Black 
community despite early name 
recognition.

7/3/19 10pm 1:52 Newscast Some Democrats are criticizing Trump 
for his big 4th of July celebration. They 
say it is a political rally does not honor 
American freedom like he claims. 

7/8/19 6pm 2:07 Newscast Reports of state driver’s license 
databases being mined to find 
undocumented immigrants is raising 
concerns about not only privacy but how 
some politicians will try and stop the 
actions being taken.

7/11/19 10pm 2:26 Newscast Chicago officials are working to make 
sure people know their rights as the 
threat of immigration raids in the area 
will take place this weekend as President 
Trump has ordered.

7/12/19 10pm 2:17 Newscast Protests tonight across the country and 
here locally about the conditions at the 
southern border and it comes as 
President Trump said today that ICE 
raids will start Sunday.

7/13/19 10pm 2:28 Newscast The immigration crisis takes center stage 
as more politicians spoke out about the 
raids that were to be taking place across 
Chicago and some other cities.



7/14/19 10pm 2:20 Newscast Immigration arrests across the country 
this weekend but the numbers are much 
lower than President Trump promised.  
We look back on what the day held for 
the raids. 

7/16/19 430pm 2:49 Newscast Chicago’s mayor is denouncing 
President Trump and his controversial 
tweets against 4 congresswomen of 
color.

7/16/19 5pm 1:56 Newscast The governor of Puerto Rico is the target 
of a protest by members of Chicago’s 
Puerto Rican community tonight.  The 
demonstrators want the governor to 
resign.  

7/18/19 5pm 2:22 Newscast The blame game tonight over the root 
cause of violence in Chicago raises 
tensions between Mayor Lightfoot and 
Cook County board president 
Preckwinkle.  The mayor suggest the 
comments might be a case of sour 
grapes over the election.

7/21/19 10pm 2:11 Newscast Local politicians are responding to a 
controversial Facebook post. Some 
Illinois Republicans are targeting the 
same four democratic congresswomen 
who were criticized by President Trump.

7/22/19 4pm 2:40 Newscast Massive protests take place in Puerto 
Rico demanding the resignation of the 
Governor. Chicago’s Puerto Rican 
community weighs in.

7/22/19 5pm 2:35 Newscast What some call a racially insensitive 
social media post by an Illinois 
Republican organization leads to more 
fallout.  It targeted a freshman 
congresswoman and the President.

7/24/19 10pm 2:42 Newscast Former special counsel Robert Mueller 
answers questions about the Russian 
investigation for the first time.  He sat 
down before a judiciary committee and 
answered questions about his report.

7/25/19 430pm 2:40 Newscast People are celebrating the resignation of 
the Puerto Rican Governor.  The people 
there are tired of their status quo and 
local politicians are speaking out about 
the future of that area.

7/26/19 5pm 2:12 Newscast Robert Mueller’s testimony makes it 
clear Russian hacking attempts are 
currently underway. Illinois was one of 
the first states targeted in 2016.  This 
week’s testimony by Mueller served as a 
renewed wakeup call.



7/29/19 6pm 2:00 Newscast Some Illinois politicians are calling 
Trump’s controversial tweets a 
distraction tactic. He targeted a pair of 
leaders in the Black community and 
local Chicago politicians are responding.

7/30/19 10pm 2:25 Newscast The 2nd round of Democratic 
Presidential debates as 20 candidates 
will face off over the next 2 nights.  The 
first half of candidates went at it tonight 
and we provide coverage of what was 
said.

7/31/19 10pm 2:26 Newscast Round 2 of the Democratic Presidents 
debates continued tonight with the 2nd 
half of the 20 some candidates running.  
Among the group tonight was former 
Vice President Joe Biden.

8/2/19 5pm 2:30 Newscast Chicago area Congressman Dan Lipinski 
sits down and talks with us today about 
the number of gunshots he and his wife 
heard as they ran for safety from the 
Gilroy Garlic Festival during a mass 
shooting there last weekend.

8/2/19 6pm 1:55 Newscast Puerto Rico’s governor is out of office 
as Ricardo Rossello announced he was 
stepping down after days of protests 
because of leaked chats showing 
inappropriate comments.  

8/2/19 6pm 2:02 Newscast Illinois senator Thomas Cullerton has 
been indicted accused of getting a salary 
and benefits from a labor union that 
prosecutors say did little to no work for.

8/3/19 10pm 1:54 Newscast Swift response to the shooting from the 
campaign trail tonight.  Many of the 
democratic presidential candidates are in 
Nevada weighing in on the attack.  

8/4/19 10pm 2:11 Newscast President Trump is condemning the 
shootings in Texas and Ohio this 
weekend as lawmakers criticize Trump 
and his own speech. Many are claiming 
that the rhetoric used in Washington is 
causing the hate filled mass shootings.

8/6/19 10pm 1:59 Newscast A war of words between Chicago mayor 
Lori Lightfoot and Ivanka Trump over 
what Trump tweeted about the violence 
in Chicago and the connotations 
Lightfoot says they bring.



8/7/19 5pm 2:40 Newscast Puerto Rico’s Justice Secretary Wanda 
Vazquez is being sworn in as governor 
today ascending to the position after the 
country’s Supreme Court ruled the 
previous governor installed was 
unconstitutional.

8/7/19 10pm 1:34 Newscast President Trump made a stop today in 
Dayton Ohio to try and pay respects and 
comfort those that lost loved ones to the 
mass shooting last weekend.  He then 
made his way to El Paso Texas which 
was the other site of the shooting.

8/8/19 10pm 2:23 Newscast For the 2nd straight night the President of 
the United States is talking about former 
Illinois governor Rod Blagojevich and 
how he’s considering commuting the 
convicted governor’s sentence.

8/14/19 5pm 2:05 Newscast After days of speculation Cook County 
Circuit Court Clerk Dorothy Brown will 
not seek re-election.  Next year would 
have been her 20th in that position.

8/14/19 6pm 2:14 Newscast Its governor’s day at the Illinois state 
fair as several thousand democrats 
gathered for a rally as they look ahead to 
the 2020 election.

8/15/19 5pm 3:02 Newscast Republicans may be in the minority in 
Illinois politics but today was their 
designated day at the state fair talking 
about ways to build back their party 
again.

8/15/19 10pm 1:57 Newscast Talks over the future of disgraced 
former Illinois governor Rod 
Blagojevich taking yet another turn 
tonight.  As the president speaks out 
again about a possible commutation, 
we’re learning about a phone call the 
president made to a top Illinois 
politician.

8/16/19 6pm 2:00 Newscast Cook County democratic leaders are 
disputing allegations that it was politics 
as usual that led to their endorsement 
today in a key race up for grabs next 
year.

8/20/19 5pm 2:34 Newscast A new report on sexual harassment in 
the state capital finds the problem was 
widespread and the former aide to House 
Speaker Mike Madigan came under fire 
for contributing to the hostile work 
environment.



8/21/19 5pm 2:42 Newscast President Trump’s new policy detailing 
migrant families who come to the 
country illegally is coming under fire 
here in Illinois with pushback from 
Governor Pritzker.

8/22/19 4pm 2:35 Newscast Former Congressman Joe Walsh is 
coming out swinging with his comments 
against the President and is considering 
challenging him in the 2020 election.

8/25/19 10pm 1:38 Newscast President Trump is facing another 
republican challenger in his re-election 
bid.  Conservative radio host and former 
Illinois congressman Joe Walsh made it 
official today.

8/26/19 5pm 2:24 Newscast Mayor Lightfoot is brushing off critics 
who say she has not kept many of her 
campaign promises.  It comes as the 
mayor prepares to mark 100 days in 
office.

8/27/19 10pm 1:41 Newscast Tomorrow Mayor Lori Lightfoot will 
mark 100 days in office and we sit down 
and do a 1-on-1 interview with her about 
what she’s done so far.

8/28/19 6pm 2:00 Newscast Chicago’s mayor will lay out the 
financial challenges facing our city.  The 
mayor is giving a preview of her state of 
the city speech to aldermen in a series of 
closed door meetings today.

8/29/19 10pm 4:31 Newscast Chicago mayor Lori Lightfoot is laying 
out the challenges of the city’s finances 
in her first state of the city address 
tonight.  We have more on the speech 
and reaction to it from business leaders 
and aldermen.

8/30/19 6pm 1:57 Newscast $838 million is the budget deficit for the 
City of Chicago and Mayor Lightfoot 
says the city faces a series of needed 
fixes but what does that mean for 
Chicagoans bank accounts.

9/3/19 5pm 2:05 Newscast Businessman Willie Wilson is running 
for office again and he’s setting his 
sights on Washington DC again.  The 
former mayoral candidate and 
presidential candidate is now going to 
run for US Senate.

9/4/19 430pm 2:24 Newscast The mayor is not backed down from her 
war of words with Texas Senator Ted 
Cruz over crime in the city.  We have 
more on the latest volley of words 
between the 2 politicians.



9/4/19 10pm 2:01 Newscast Chicago mayor Lightfoot held her first 
town hall meeting tonight addressing the 
city’s budget crisis and how she’s 
turning to taxpayers for input and 
solutions.

9/10/19 5pm 2:40 Newscast Businesses would be asked to pay a lot 
more under a budget plan being offered 
by some Chicago aldermen and 
community groups.  That plan brings 
back a tax that former mayor Rahm 
Emanuel eliminated.

9/11/19 5pm 2:29 Newscast 50 years after the first lawsuit was filed 
to fight patronage hiring in Cook 
County, there are new allegations but 
this time stemming from the Cook 
County Clerk’s office and the leader of 
that department is responding.

9/12/19 10pm 2:27 Newscast For the first time, all the democratic 
candidates were on stage together for a 
debate.  That event took place at a 
historically black college in Houston and 
we have reaction to how the politicians 
did.

9/13/19 5pm 2:25 Newscast Mayor Lightfoot is making a personal 
plea to state lawmakers as she seeks help 
from them to plug the city’s $838 
million budget shortfall.

9/14/19 10pm 2:06 Newscast Chicago families got another chance 
today to weigh in on plans to fill the 
city’s budget as the mayor held a 2nd 
town hall and heard from residents 
asking her to take charge and solve 
several city issues.

9/16/19 5pm 2:27 Newscast The simmering feud between Mayor 
Lightfoot and Cook County Board 
President Preckwinkle may be cooling 
off tonight as the 2 leaders were 
scheduled to meet face to face.

9/17/19 430pm 2:30 Newscast The betting line on a Chicago casino just 
got a little better as a leading state 
lawmaker says he believes the gaming 
law can be reworked to make it 
financially feasible to attract investors.

9/18/19 430pm 2:30 Newscast There could be a battle brewing over 
Mayor Lightfoot’s plan for recreational 
marijuana dispensaries.  That plan was 
introduced today during the council 
meeting.



9/23/19 10pm 2:10 Newscast The city council President of Gary is 
under arrest tonight after his car was 
stolen.  Police say he fired shots at and 
then kidnapped one of the suspected 
thieves.

9/24/19 5pm 1:24 Newscast Another investigation involving another 
local politician.  Federal agents raided 
the offices and home of State Sen Martin 
Sandoval today.

9/24/19 10pm 2:56 Newscast A formal launch of an impeachment 
inquiry of President Trump was made 
official today.  The move comes as the 
President defends a call he had with the 
leader of the Ukraine. 

9/25/19 10pm 2:49 Newscast Fast moving developments in the 
impeachment inquiry of President 
Trump.  He’s firing back again calling 
the investigation a witch hunt.  It comes 
just hours after the White House 
released what it says is a memo of a call 
between the President and his 
counterpart in Ukraine.

9/26/19 10pm 2:25 Newscast Tense moments on Capitol Hill today as 
the Acting Director of National 
Intelligence testified before the House 
Intelligence Committee about the 
whistleblower report.

9/27/19 10pm 1:56 Newscast The first subpoenas getting handed out 
today in the impeachment inquiry into 
President Trump.  House democrats are 
targeting Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo.

9/30/19 10pm 2:12 Newscast New developments into the 
impeachment inquiry as President 
Trump says he wants to meet with the 
whistleblower saying he deserves to 
know who his accuser is.
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7/2019-9/2019 Various : 10, 15, 30 PSA PROJECT ROADBLOCK/AD COUNCIL
Seeks to prevent driving while “buzzed”. It 
strives to promote safe alcohol free 
driving.

7/1/19 10pm 2:10 Newscast Increased gas taxes have encouraged 
some people to cross state lines to fill up 
their tanks. The governor says the hike 
will pay for infrastructure projects. 

7/2/19 10pm 2:24 Newscast A pothole along Touhy Avenue is 
plaguing a Chicago neighborhood. Some 
neighbors say their homes shake. 

7/8/19 10pm 1:55 Newscast A pilot was injured after he tried to make 
an emergency landing in his small plane.  
That aircraft landed on a tollway 
crashing into 1 car below.

7/11/19 5pm 2:38 Newscast Sailors are checking in today for this 
weekend’s Race to Mackinac where 
officials are talking about safety during 
the 333-mile yacht race.

7/19/19 430pm 2:17 Newscast The nation is celebrating the 50th 
anniversary of the moon landing. ABC 
takes a look at Neil Armstrong’s 
childhood home. 

7/19/19 430pm 2:32 Newscast The nation remembers a deadly crash 
from Denver to Chicago 30 years ago. 
Stacey Baca talked to one of few 
survivors.

7/22/19 10pm 2:38 Newscast Good Samaritans helped flip a truck onto 
its side after watching it flip out of 
control on an area tollway. That driver is 
talking with us about the accident.

7/24/19 4pm 1:55 Newscast The family of a U.S. Captain killed in the 
Ethiopian Airlines plane crash is suing 
Boeing.  We are talking with the family 
about the crash.

7/24/19 6pm 2:20 Newscast ABC 7 remembers the deadliest day in 
Chicago history when more than 800 
people drowned after a steamship 
capsized. On its 104th anniversary, a new 
documentary is released.

7/25/19 4pm 1:58 Newscast The world’s largest locomotive is 
passing through the Chicagoland area. 
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Train enthusiasts can’t wait to explore 
and learn more about the train’s history.

7/25/19 10pm 1:41 Newscast A fiery crash involving two semis and 
three other vehicles caused a traffic jam 
along I-55.  State police are still 
investigating what happened.

7/26/19 10pm 2:06 Newscast The largest steam engine in the world is 
passing through Chicago suburbs. Some 
say it shook the ground as it entered the 
area and we climb aboard to explore it.

7/28/19 10pm 2:04 Newscast Passengers were stranded after an 
Amtrak train hit a truck and derailed in 
University Park.  Luckily no one was 
seriously injured as the cause is under 
investigation.

7/30/19 4pm 2:05 Newscast Big Boy is in Iowa tonight as Union 
Pacific’s historic train rolled out of the 
Chicago area earlier today.  The train 
brought a lot of excitement to steam 
engine enthusiasts since it arrived here 
last week.

7/31/19 5pm 2:42 Newscast Work will begin this fall for 
reconstruction and modernization of the 
CTA’s Red and Purple lines.  The project 
includes redoing the tracks and larger 
and more accessible stations.

8/1/19 4pm 2:25 Newscast A scary ride for dozens of kids as a crash 
involving a semi and 3 schools buses 
sent several people to the hospital.  
Luckily no one was seriously injured as 
police investigate the cause.

8/2/19 5pm 1:59 Newscast A woman was hit and then pinned under 
a CTA bus this morning.  It happened as 
she was crossing the street and we are 
getting the latest on the investigation into 
the crash.

8/6/19 10pm 2:08 Newscast A huge crane had to be brought in to free 
a firetruck that got stuck when a parking 
garage level partially collapsed 
underneath the truck leaving it hanging 
there by the front bumper.

8/12/19 430pm 2:02 Newscast The 61st annual Chicago Air and Water 
show is this weekend and one local teen 
will get the chance to go to new heights 
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as every year the Young Eagle program 
gives a very special CPS student the 
chance to take a flight.

8/14/19 4pm 2:15 Newscast They’re making their love of cars a 
family affair as a group of lowriders has 
built a community around the last 
lowrider hydraulics mechanic shop.

8/14/19 5pm 2:02 newscast You may have gotten a glimpse today of 
a royal display of aerobatics in the sky as 
the Red Arrows from Great Britain are 
gearing up for this weekend’s show and 
we talk with them about their visit.

8/14/19 10pm 2:09 Newscast The Blue Angels are in town this week 
for the Chicago Air and Water Show.  
We sent up Rob Elgas into the sky to see 
what it's like to fly with them.

8/15/19 5pm 1:29 Newscast The Air and Water Show is just days 
away and our very own Cheryl Scott go 
the chance of a lifetime to jump with the 
Golden Knights.

8/15/19 6pm 1:57 Newscast Did you hear planes roaring in the sky 
today?  We caught up with the only 2 
female pilots in it today and a high 
schooler taking flight for the very first 
time.

8/16/19 6pm 2:04 Newscast If you live or work downtown you 
probably saw or felt today’s dress 
rehearsal for the Chicago Air and Water 
show.  We are live on the lakefront with 
the crowds that showed up.

8/16/19 10pm 2:01 Newscast The US Customs system is back online 
tonight after a computer outage that 
caused major delays for travelers on a 
busy Friday.  Both Chicago airports were 
affected.

8/17/19 10pm 2:15 Newscast Day 1 of this year’s Chicago Air and 
Water show is in the books but there 
were a few problems thanks to mother 
nature.  The rain and low clouds 
impacted how the planes were flying 
over the lakefront.

8/24/19 10pm 2:04 Newscast A safety campaign is happening right 
now as Mothers Against Drunk Driving 
is teaming up with police departments to 
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arrest DUI drivers and keep the roadways 
safer this weekend.

8/31/19 10pm 2:00 Newscast Several people are hurt after a vehicle 
crashes into a crowd waiting for a bus 
and a restaurant.  We’re live on the scene 
with the accident.

9/6/19 430pm 2:18 Newscast Some major improvements are coming to 
one of the busiest expressway 
interchanges in the area.  3 newly 
constructed ramps at the Jane Byrne 
Interchange are set to reopen in the next 
few days.

9/16/19 10pm 2:06 Newscast An attack on key oil facilities in Saudi 
Arabia will affect us here in the US in 
the form of higher gas prices.  We look 
into how the prices could rise and when.

9/17/19 10pm 1:54 Newscast A tragedy downtown as a pregnant 
woman is hit and killed by a flatbed 
truck.  The driver of that truck was cited 
as the investigation into the accident 
continues.

9/23/19 430pm 2:00 Newscast There’s a call for new barriers at 
Woodfield Mall.  The mall says they 
have barriers up now around 
entrances/exits that they control which 
prevent vehicles from driving through 
doors but not all entrances/exists there 
have them.

9/24/19 6pm 2:18 Newscast Frightening moments for riders on a pair 
of CTA trains which collided today.  The 
accident sent a jolt through the 2 trains 
but luckily no one was seriously injured.

9/25/19 6pm 1:39 Newscast It may look like a regular driver’s license 
but small changes to new IDs are making 
them compliant with federal Real ID law 
and next year you need these types of 
IDs to travel.

9/27/19 430pm 2:45 Newscast If you ride the CTA Blue Line and need 
to go towards the airport you might want 
to find another route as starting tonight 
the Blue Line trains between O’Hare and 
Rosemont will not run as tracks are being 
redone.

9/27/19 5pm 2:03 Newscast Keeping safety in mind on the rails as we 
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go board a Metra train to get an 
engineer’s view on the Rail Safety Week 
here in Illinois.
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7/12/19 430pm 1:51 Newscast Veterans are enjoying the healing power 
of photography as they were given 
cameras and sent out in nature to shoot 
pictures as a way of coping with the 
stress they faced from the war.

7/13/19 10pm 2:14 Newscast 20 years ago Rev Jesse Jackson went on 
a mission to the Balkans and rescued 3 
US soldiers there who were being held 
captive.  Those soldiers returned to 
Chicago to mark that anniversary.

7/13/19 10pm 1:15 Newscast BBQs were held across Chicagoland 
today to support the USO of Illinois.  
More than 115 dealerships held events to 
raise money for soldiers and their 
families.

7/19/19 6pm 1:55 Newscast A hero’s farewell today for a veteran 
who struggled to get by after serving the 
country in the Vietnam War.  He didn’t 
have any family but a veterans group 
wanted to make sure his burial was 
special.

7/28/19 10pm 2:03 Newscast Hundreds of Illinois National Guard 
troops said goodbye to their families and 
friends today before heading to 
Afghanistan.  We were there for the 
sendoff. 

7/30/19 10pm 2:11 Newscast A local soldier was killed in 
Afghanistan.  The paratrooper grew up in 
Chicago and was just 24 and we are 
talking with his family tonight.

8/7/19 5pm 2:26 Newscast The Purple Heart is awarded to every 
veteran wounded or killed in combat and 
we sat down and talked with one 
Vietnam veteran who was shot down not 
once but twice the same day and 
awarded the medal.

8/9/19 6pm 2:17 Newscast A soldier’s final trip home as specialist 
Michael Nance was given full honors 
after he’s killed in war.  The paratrooper 
died in an attack at a base in 
Afghanistan.

8/12/19 6pm 1:59 Newscast Family and friends are gathering to say 



ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST WLS-TV

July 1, 2019 – September 30, 2019   Chicago

CATEGORY: TROOPS/WAR/TERRORISM
DATE TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION

goodbye to a Chicago soldier who was 
killed overseas.  We are live covering the 
visitation.

8/13/19 6pm 1:36 Newscast A final goodbye for a Chicago soldier 
who lost his life defending our country.  
Family and friends gathered to honor 
Michael Nance before his burial today.

8/15/19 430pm 2:04 Newscast It’s Air and Water show week and we’re 
celebrating an aviation trailblazer who’s 
helping the careers of future generations 
take flight.  We are talking with 
Tuskegee Airman who’s taking others 
under his wing.

8/15/19 10pm 1:30 Newscast A downtown block party for a worthy 
cause is just wrapping up tonight as 
Clark After Dark benefits hundreds of 
thousands of military members and their 
families.

8/27/19 10pm 1:49 Newscast The big drawing at a local VFW post 
made someone a millionaire tonight and 
also brought in millions to the veterans 
post through their Queen of Hearts game.

8/30/19 6pm 2:32 Newscast An honor for a war hero more than 50 
years in the making as the Westmont 
post office was renamed today after a 
Congressional Medal of Honor recipient 
who died in the Vietnam war.

8/30/19 10pm 2:29 Newscast An Illinois Army veteran that was 
deported to Mexico after serving prison 
time is pardoned by the governor and 
now has a chance to come back to the 
state and be with friends and family.

9/7/19 10pm 1:30 Newscast A fallen soldier’s family is using their loss to 
help others.  The only Military Women 
Veterans’ Center in Illinois now honors that 
fallen hero.

9/10/19 430pm 1:59 Newscast American will pause tomorrow to 
remember the September 11th terror 
attacks.  18 years later, survivor Joe 
Dittmar continues to share his story so 
future generations won’t forget what 
happened.

9/11/19 10pm 1:49 Newscast 2 blue beams of light shoot into the sky 
to remember the lives lost 18 years ago 



ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST WLS-TV

July 1, 2019 – September 30, 2019   Chicago

CATEGORY: TROOPS/WAR/TERRORISM
DATE TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION

today following the terrorist attacks on 
our home soil.  Here in our area there 
were a number of memorials and 
ceremonies. 

9/13/19 430pm 2:41 Newscast People are rappelling down the side of 
Hotel Arista to help raise money for 
military families.  Several people were 
there paying honor to those who have 
fought bravely for our country.

9/17/19 6pm 1:45 Newscast A major boost for a local veteran who 
risked his life for the country.  The 
former marine corps sergeant is getting 
the keys to his new mortgage free home.

9/24/19 430pm 1:59 Newscast A deported US army veteran is fighting 
for his citizenship here in Chicago.  
Miguel Perez Jr crossed the border into 
Texas from Mexico yesterday with the 
hope that the veteran can stay here in this 
country.

9/29/19 10pm 1:53 Newscast The man suspected of driving an SUV 
through Woodfield Mall is now facing 
terrorism charges.  Prosecutors say he 
scouted the mall in the days before the 
attack.

9/29/19 10pm 4:11 Newscast There is a growing threat to our veterans 
as service members are taking their own 
lives at a troubling rate and one which 
continues to climb.  We talk with one 
family and how they are dealing with the 
veteran’s struggles.
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7/1/19 430pm 2:43 Newscast Nearly 800,000 Illinois arrests and 
convictions will be eligible for 
expungement as part of the recently-
passed marijuana legalization laws. 

7/1/19 6pm 2:03 Newscast Police superintendent presented lower 
crime statistics compared to past years. 
This includes shootings, homicides, 
robberies, burglaries and vehicle thefts. 

7/2/19 6pm 2:12 Newscast Seven people arrested in relation to the 
Cloud Gate vandalism. The alleged 
vandals also defaced several other 
structures in the cancer memorial plaza at 
Maggie Daley Park. 

7/2/19 10pm 2:49 Newscast A suburban kindergarten teacher was 
charged with sex assault and child 
pornography. Investigators say the 
allegations date back several years and 
involve students from Jordan Baptist 
school.

7/3/19 6pm 2:00 Newscast A judge set bond at $750,000 for a 
suburban kindergarten teacher. 
Prosecutors say she had sex with an 
underage student.

7/3/19 6pm 2:36 Newscast Chicago Police arrested 77 people and 
recovered weapons and thousands of 
dollars’ worth of illegal drugs during 
“Operation Independence.”

7/3/19 10pm 2:03 Newscast A grocery store worker rescued a 2-year-
old boy from a sweltering hot car. The 
mom has been charged.

7/4/19 430pm 2:14 Newscast Two men are facing felony charges for spray 
painting the Cloud Gate and part of Maggie 
Daley Park.

7/5/19 430pm 2:56 Newscast A motorcyclist was killed on the 
northwest side of Chicago. A SUV driver 
drove into them and took off.

7/5/19 10pm 2:47 Newscast A road rage shooting killed a young 
father in northwest Indiana. The gunfire 
caused him to crash into a home.

7/5/19 10pm 2:21 Newscast A stabbing and what was thought to be 
gunshots caused a stampede and several 
people to be trampled at Navy Pier on the 
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4th of July.
7/6/19 10pm 1:54 Newscast Family and friends remembered a hit-

and-run victim. Police have a suspect in 
custody.

7/8/19 6pm 2:13 Newscast New reaction to the deadly holiday 
weekend in Chicago as 60 people were 
shot and 6 of them killed in the span of 
more than 4 days.

7/9/19 10pm 1:45 Newscast Police are looking for a man responsible 
for allegedly robbing and sexually 
assaulting a woman downtown.  The 
attack happened in a stairwell in 
Millennium Park.

7/10/19 10pm 2:17 Newscast An emotional day in the courtroom as the 
father of a convicted killer took the stand 
to try and save his son’s life from the 
federal death penalty.

7/11/19 5pm 2:29 Newscast A long list of charges a suburban kennel 
owner now faces after dozens of dogs 
died in a fire there earlier this year.

7/12/19 430pm 2:07 Newscast It’s been 3 weeks since a man was killed 
in a hit and run after a cellphone sale 
went wrong.  Police arrested the driver 
but released after no charges were filed.  
The family is upset with that.

7/12/19 5pm 2:17 Newscast A judge delays a ruling on whether to 
throw out the case against inmate Gerald 
Reed who claims he was tortured into a 
double murder confession by officers 
under Jon Burge.

7/12/19 10pm 1:54 Newscast Surveillance video shows how thieves 
managed to steal an ATM out of a south 
side restaurant overnight.  They tied it up 
to an SUB and pulled it right out of there.

7/12/19 10pm 2:26 Newscast Federal charges against singer R Kelly as 
he sits inside the federal lockup after 
appearing in court on the new charges 
this afternoon.

7/13/19 10pm 1:50 Newscast A man was stabbed to death onboard a 
CTA red line train.  Police are looking 
through surveillance video trying to find 
the attacker.

7/15/19 430pm 2:23 Newscast Attorney Michael Avenatti is 
representing some of the alleged sex 
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abuse victims and whistleblowers in the 
R Kelly case and he says prosecutors 
now have more evidence in the case.

7/15/19 430pm 2:25 Newscast A bike rider was run over and left for 
dead as police and others are looking for 
the driver that sped off.  The victim is 
struggling to survive at the hospital.

7/15/19 10pm 1:45 Newscast Police say a man attacked and sexually 
assaulted a 19yo woman Saturday 
evening as she was jogging in the park.  
The victim managed to fight off her 
attacker and escape.

7/16/19 10pm 2:32 Newscast Singer R Kelly is behind bars in federal 
lock up after appearing in court today on 
new federal charges.  Prosecutors warned 
that Kelly would pose an “extreme 
danger” to young girls if he was allowed 
to go home.

7/17/19 10pm 2:16 Newscast The fate of the man convicted of killing a 
U of I student and Chinese scholar is 
now in the hands of a jury as 
deliberations are taking place to 
determine if he gets the death penalty.

7/18/19 430pm 2:29 Newscast An attack in the Lincoln Park 
neighborhood as a woman was slashed 
on the street and the offender remains on 
the loose following the attack where he 
also tried to rape her.

7/18/19 10pm 2:08 Newscast Convicted killer Brendt Christensen was 
sentenced to life in prison today as a 
federal jury was weighing that or the 
death penalty.

7/22/19 430pm 2:07 Newscast A former Oxford employee Andrew 
Warren received his plea deal. 
Prosecutors say the murder case from 
nearly two years ago started as a sex 
fantasy.  

7/23/19 430pm 2:21 Newscast The court will be releasing the sealed 
plea deal transcript for a former Oxford 
employee Andrew Warren. Prosecutors 
say the murder case from nearly two 
years ago started as a sex fantasy.  

7/23/19 10pm 1:58 Newscast A suburban mom is demanding justice 
for her son, who was shot and killed in 
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front of a Family Dollar. She believes 
people are withholding information.

7/23/19 10pm 2:15 Newscast A family is searching for a driver who hit 
a woman on a bike. Her family hopes the 
police can find the driver.

7/24/19 6pm 1:48 Newscast A teenage girl was attacked on video. 
Police are investigating as the girl’s 
family wants those responsible arrested.

7/24/19 10pm 1:49 Newscast A 4-year-old boy was one of three 
shooting in Northwest Indiana in 90 
minutes. The boy suffered multiple shots 
but survived. Police are looking for the 
shooter.

7/25/19 430pm 1:30 Newscast Three suspects in the murder of pregnant 
mother Marlen Ochoa-Lopez appeared in 
court.  They appeared in court on 
upgraded charges in the case.

7/25/19 6pm 2:18 Newscast Three teens were charged with attacking 
a girl. The girl thought they were friends 
and has been struggling with mental 
illness. 

7/25/19 10pm 2:14 Newscast A 17-year-old is critical condition after 
being hit while riding his bike. Good 
Samaritans tried to help him and stop the 
driver.

7/26/19 4pm 2:15 Newscast A fourth teenager was accused of beating 
a 15-year-old girl with special needs. She 
appeared in Juvenile court. 

7/28/19 10pm 2:03 Newscast A 3-year-old boy reportedly got ahold of 
a gun and shot himself. Now police are 
questioning the parents to determine 
who’s responsible for the boy getting a 
hold of the gun.

7/29/19 430pm 2:31 Newscast Police say a fire was intentionally set at 
an apartment building. Six people went 
to the hospital. Police are investigating 
the fire now.

7/29/19 10pm 1:47 Newscast Two peacekeepers were killing on the 
South Side. They were members of 
“Mothers Against Senseless Violence.”

7/29/19 10pm 4:25 Newscast The Gilroy community came together for 
a vigil 24 hours after a shooting killed 
three people at a food festival. It also 
sparked debate over whether the security 
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around this week’s Lollapalooza is safe 
enough.

7/30/19 5pm 2:45 Newscast A Chicago woman says she was robbed 
at gunpoint by a 2-man robbery crew on 
the north side.  They used a blue electric 
car during the robbery.

7/31/19 5pm 2:26 Newscast A deadly double shooting in Maywood 
left a stepfather shot and killed last night.  
He died just 4 months after his stepson 
was also gunned down.  

8/1/19 5pm 2:36 Newscast Police say he’s armed and dangerous 
tonight as the search for a man accused 
in a violent carjacking could be 
connected to a recent slashing near the 
DePaul campus.

8/1/19 6pm 1:41 Newscast A not guilty verdict in the trial today of 
an Amazon driver accused of killing a 
Chicago grandmother.  The driver was 
accused of hitting and killing her with his 
car and leaving the scene.  

8/2/19 430pm 2:08 Newscast Once again R Kelly has pleaded not 
guilty to charges that he sexually 
exploited young women and girls who 
attended his concerts.  The singer was 
denied bail during a hearing out in New 
York.

8/2/19 10pm 1:48 Newscast A 5yo shot and 2 people stabbed was part 
of a chaotic scene inside an apartment 
building.  We are live on the breaking 
news story.

8/3/19 10pm 2:25 Newscast At least 20 people are dead and more 
than a dozen others hurt after a mass 
shooting at a Walmart.  The suspected 
shooter is in custody.  

8/4/19 9:45 am 10-12 
minutes

Newsviews Our guests were Jane Beachy with 
Illinois Humanities, Alexandria Eregbu 
the Curator of Envisioning Justice and 
artist Dorothy Burge. They discussed an 
upcoming art exhibit that asked people 
across the city about how they envision 
justice.

8/4/19 10pm 10:16 Newscast A vigil just wrapped up tonight in 
Dayton Ohio where our reporter was live 
from following another mass shooting.  It 
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comes just hours after the mass shooting 
in Texas on Saturday.  And all of this 
happens as Chicago continues to deal 
with their high level of violence as well 
seeing over 40 people shot this weekend.

8/5/19 6pm 2:05 Newscast Gun violence hitting Chicago streets hard 
this weekend as police say 7 people were 
killed and another 52 wounded across the 
city.

8/5/19 10pm 6:04 Newscast 2 cities hundreds of miles apart are left 
asking why after 2 mass shootings hours 
apart from each other over the weekend.  
New information is coming in about each 
attack as they are calls across the country 
about gun violence.

8/11/19 9:45 am 10-12 
minutes

Newsviews Our guest was Eddie Bocanegra the 
Senior Director with READI Chicago.  
He is a Chicago native, got involved with 
a gang, did prison time for killing 
someone but he has completely turned 
around his life.  Now he’s working with 
the U of Chicago Crime Lab to identify 
people most at risk of being involved in 
violence.  They work to provide them 
with jobs. Those who take part are also 
counseled on how to avoid the snap 
decisions that can lead to deadly 
violence.

8/12/19 4pm 2:15 Newscast A warning for parents after a woman 
claims a man tried to pull her son out of 
the back seat of their car.  It happened in 
Naperville and police just issued a sketch 
of the suspect.

8/12/19 10pm 2:25 Newscast Dramatic moments after shots were fired 
at a VA hospital.  The gunfire sparked 
panic shattering glass at the entrance but 
luckily no one was killed or injured and 
the offender in custody.

8/13/19 6pm 2:29 Newscast A deadly shooting and police chase that 
started in the northern suburbs and ended 
in Chicago where police arrested the 
teens in a stolen car. They’re accused of 
trying to steal another car during an 
incident that left their accomplice dead.
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8/13/19 10pm 2:16 Newscast New video tonight showing the gunman 
in the VA hospital shooting getting the 
gun that’s linked to his shooting up the 
hospital as that convicted felon is now 
facing federal charges.

8/13/19 10pm 1:37 Newscast A man charged with sexually assaulting a 
woman he met through a dating app.  
Police believe this same suspect tried to 
prey on students at Northwestern 
University.

8/14/19 10pm 2:09 Newscast A man charged with murder in the death 
of a missing Gary woman at the center of 
an FBI investigation.  Investigators 
believe Sidne-Nichole Buchanan was 
kidnapped and her body was found 
weeks later and we’re learning more 
about the suspect’s criminal past.

8/15/19 5pm 2:17 Newscast The decision to charge teenagers seen 
here running from a stolen SUV with 
first degree murder and how the Illinois 
homeowner that shot and killed the 14yo 
robbing his car is allowed to do that 
leaving the accomplices charges with 
murder instead.

8/15/19 6pm 1:44 Newscast A mystery in one of Chicago’s busiest 
areas may not be solved as a man who 
may be responsible for vandalizing more 
than 3 dozen cars in the loop is in 
custody and charges are pending.  

8/15/19 10pm 2:16 Newscast A family is speaking out about a guilty 
verdict just reached thousands of miles 
away as a jury in LA convicted the so-
called Hollywood Ripper of killing 2 
women there.  That same man is charged 
with killing a Glenview teen 26 years 
ago.

8/16/19 4pm 1:57 Newscast A man accused of murdering a young 
mother from Gary appeared in court 
today as a judge entered a not guilty pela 
for James McGhee in the murder of 
Sidne-Nichole Buchanan.

8/18/19 10pm 2:07 Newscast A missing teen is found safe tonight in 
Arkansas as the girl’s mother say a 
stalker kidnapped her from her 
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Northwest Indiana home.
8/19/19 4pm 2:04 Newscast Frightening moments for a 21yo 

University of Chicago student as 
someone grabbed her and tried to 
sexually assault her but she managed to 
fight back.

8/19/19 5pm 2:26 Newscast Allegations of abuse targeting residents 
of a suburban facility that cares for 
people with dementia.  Police are 
investigating the videos posted on social 
media and could charge the people 
involved.

8/19/19 10pm 2:05 Newscast A manhunt is underway after a shootout 
with police.  An officer was injured when 
he opened fire on 2 suspected robbers.  

8/20/19 5pm 2:41 Newscast New surveillance video of a shootout in 
Dolton we’ve obtained of the incident 
that happened yesterday as a police 
officer confronted 2 armed robbers at a 
used car dealership.

8/20/19 10pm 2:14 Newscast New details in a stalking and kidnapping 
case that sparked an amber alert.  The 
man is in custody in Arkansas and now 
facing nearly 2 dozen charges.

8/21/19 430pm 2:12 Newscast A blind woman robbed by an imposter as 
the man was posing as a utility worker 
getting inside her home to steal her 
property.

8/21/19 6pm 1:42 Newscast Chicago police are looking for a man 
who may have been shot by an officer 
during a burglary.  They are still 
searching for the suspect.

8/21/19 6pm 2:09 Newscast 2 suspects in custody and 2 homeowners 
terrified after a wild carjacking and chase 
in the south suburbs.  Police say the men 
stole a vehicle and led officers on a 
police pursuit.

8/21/19 10pm 1:43 Newscast A tragic shooting as a woman driving 
with children in the car was shot and 
wounded.  Police telling us tonight that 
she was caught in crossfire.

8/21/19 10pm 2:13 Newscast The golden gloves boxer who used her 
skills from the ring to fight off the man 
who attacked her.  That would be mugger 
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met his match when he tried to rob her.
8/22/19 430pm 2:34 Newscast An attack along CTA tracks as 2 people 

take on a man with a brick and that 
victim could be connected to another 
crime.

8/22/19 10pm 2:03 Newscast A mom is fighting for her life in the 
hospital after she was hit by a stray bullet 
while driving with four of her children in 
the car.

8/23/19 6pm 2:26 Newscast A judge tapped former US Attorney Dan 
Webb as the special prosecutor in the 
Jussie Smollett case.  It comes after 
prosecutors dropped felony charges 
against Smollett.

8/23/19 10pm 2:06 Newscast Surveillance video showing a burglar 
inside an apartment and what he stole has 
a woman who lives there heartbroken 
and scared about the break-in.  We’re 
learning that other similar incidents have 
taken place around that area.

8/25/19 10pm 2:04 Newscast We’re hearing from the husband of a 
woman who was shot in front of her 
children in the south suburbs and later 
died.  He’s making a plea for her killer to 
turn themselves in.

8/26/19 430pm 2:27 Newscast Guilty pleas from 2 nursing home aides 
after they were charges with tormenting a 
dementia patient and posting the video 
on a snapchat.

8/26/19 10pm 2:05 Newscast A young man who was a standout 
basketball player is fighting for his life 
tonight shot and wounded in New 
Mexico over the weekend and his family 
here and racing to get to his side.

8/26/19 10pm 1:26 Newscast The possibility that a serial rapist is on 
the loose as Chicago police warn people 
of four attacks all in the same area and 
might be at the hands of the same person.

8/27/19 430pm 2:20 Newscast A foiled murder for hire plot led to the 
guilty plea today of a woman accused of 
targeting a love rival.

8/27/19 5pm 1:38 Newscast We’re hearing from the mother of a 
murdered college students who was in 
court today to see the person charged in 
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her son’s case.  That man pled not guilty.
8/27/19 6pm 1:45 Newscast A man is killed after a chain reaction 

crash that left the suspected lead car 
driver on the run fleeing from police.  

8/27/19 6pm 2:07 Newscast An urgent warning from police after at 
least 4 women were sexually assaulted 
by what police say is the same man.  
Police talked on camera giving details on 
how the man lures his victims.

8/29/19 4pm 1:50 Newscast A man was stabbed in the loop not far 
from the DePaul downtown campus.  
Police are searching for the offender.

8/29/19 430pm 2:03 Newscast A father was killed in an accident as he’s 
thrown from a vehicle that reportedly ran 
a red light before being hit by another car 
that fled the scene.

8/29/19 5pm 2:09 Newscast Ring doorbell is already partnered with 
400 US police departments and now 
CPD wants to make a deal with the 
company as a way to access user footage 
should they need to see it to solve 
crimes.

8/29/19 10pm 2:06 Newscast Prayers for peace in a south suburb 
tonight following an uptick in violent 
shootings in Dolton.  3 of them over the 
last week including the death of a young 
girl and the death of a mother.

8/30/19 10pm 2:03 Newscast CPD is looking to flood the problem 
spots this holiday weekend with 
hundreds of additional officers getting 
out to the city streets.  But residents 
wonder if it’ll make a difference.

9/2/19 5pm 2:08 Newscast Several carjackings took place that CPD 
are investigating as it appears that they 
are connected and the offenders are on a 
crime spree through several 
neighborhoods.

9/2/19 10pm 2:08 Newscat A family and community are mourning 
tonight after the murder of a young teen 
in the Austin neighborhood.  There was a 
vigil tonight for Devonte Jackson who 
was one of dozens of victims of what’s 
been a deadly holiday weekend across 
Chicago.
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9/3/19 5pm 1:53 Newscast And advisor to a suburban police 
program that helps young adults is 
accused of possessing child pornography.  
Police say the man charged helped with 
an explorer program with kids.

9/4/19 430pm 1:57 Newscast The federal sex crime case involving R 
Kelly will go to trial in April as the 
singer has renewed their efforts to get 
him released from jail on bail.

9/4/19 5pm 2:53 Newscast Sentencing today for a teen who killed 
his friend in what the victim’s family 
initially thought was an accident.  
However now the family believes the 
teen shooter might have shot their son on 
purpose.

9/4/19 10pm 2:18 Newscast Chaos on the Indiana Toll Road 
following a wild crime spree that led to 
shots being fired and several crashes and 
a carjacking.

9/5/19 430pm 2:44 Newscast A renewed support today for 5 teenagers 
charged with murder even though they 
never fired a gun.  Prosecutors say they 
are considering lessening the charges 
filed against them.

9/6/19 5pm 2:05 Newscast Surveillance video shows 2 thieves 
stealing an ATM from inside a 
restaurant.  It happened overnight as 
police are investigating.

9/6/19 6pm 1:50 Newscast Breaking news where police in Riverdale 
found the body of a woman behind a 
dumpster.  The body was burned and 
police are investigating the homicide.

9/6/19 6pm 2:00 Newscast Police are looking for a man in a 
surveillance video accused of beating a 
woman with a bowling ball.  It happened 
at a bowling alley last night.

9/8/19 10pm 2:19 Newscast A local father is upset after his daughter 
was gunned down in Dolton.  It’s just the 
latest in a string of violent crimes in that 
south suburb.

9/9/19 10pm 1:54 Newscast A hotel worker has been attacked and 
assaulted.  Police say they have a suspect 
in custody for the attack following a 
search through the area for the man.
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9/9/19 10pm 2:10 Newscast A wild ending to what police call a 3-
state burglary ring as police in Wisconsin 
arrested the suspects after a chase and 
crash that started here in Illinois.

9/10/19 430pm 2:12 Newscast A terrifying attack inside a suburban 
hotel as a housekeeper is sexually 
assaulted inside a room and police 
consider the man armed and dangerous.

9/10/19 5pm 2:05 Newscast A child is shot in the head in the suburbs 
as the victim is a 3yo girl who was shot 
while riding in a car with her mother.

9/10/19 6pm 2:01 Newscast A warning after police say a high school 
student is sexually assaulted while 
walking to class.  Police say this is the 
man who did it in some newly released 
surveillance pics.

9/10/19 10pm 2:05 Newscast Shots fired in broad daylight as a woman 
sitting inside a hit was hit by one of those 
stray bullets and she’s fighting for her 
life as police investigate.

9/11/19 6pm 2:10 Newscast A boy on his way to school was shot 
several times apparently caught in the 
middle of a gang battle.  The 15yo is 
fighting for his life right now as police 
investigate.

9/12/19 5pm 2:00 Newscast An 87yo man is injured after he was shot 
by a paintball gun.  The victim was hit in 
the eye and he might lose his sight as 
police search for those responsible.

9/12/19 6pm 2:12 Newscast New surveillance of the moments gunfire 
ripped through a south side 
neighborhoods wounding a man and a 
woman.  That woman was hit while 
sitting inside her home.

9/13/19 10pm 1:58 Newscast A woman who had just stepped out of a 
bakery holding a cake was hit and killed 
by a car.  Police say the driver took off 
and are currently looking for the 
offender.

9/13/19 10pm 2:02 Newscast The man accused of shooting a Dolton 
mother went to court today.  The woman 
was killed by a stray bullet and the court 
hearing today comes as she’s 
remembered. 
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9/15/19 10pm 2:09 Newscast A young Chicago murder victim was 
remembered today as the teen was killed 
and police have not made any arrests.  

9/16/19 6pm 2:07 Newscast A warning in Chicago’s south loop after 
a violent armed robbery.  3 women 
targeted by a man in a mask in the latest 
string of crimes in that neighborhood.

9/16/19 10pm 1:54 Newscast 2 blurry pictures of a white sedan are 
what police want the public to get a good 
look at tonight as they investigate a 
deadly hit and run.

9/17/19 6pm 1:45 Newscast An emotional day in court today as the 
case opened against 2 men accused in the 
murder of 8yo Tyshawn Lee several 
years ago.

9/17/19 10pm 2:08 Newscast There’s a picture that police released 
tonight of a girl’s shirt as they try to 
identify a body that was found today as 
police investigate what happened to her.

9/18/19 4pm 2:15 Newscast A death mystery in Indiana as police in 
Gary are trying to identify a girl who was 
found dead Monday.  Police say the FBI 
is involved as well.  

9/18/19 5pm 2:30 Newscast The uncle who found the body of a 9yo 
boy took the witness stand today during 
the trial of 2 men charged in the boy’s 
murder.

9/18/19 6pm 1:58 Newscast A Chicago family is struggling to find 
answers and a new place to live after a 
near deadly shooting.  A visiting teen 
was critically injured as weekend gunfire 
erupted and we are talking with the 
family.

9/18/19 10pm 2:18 Newscast A new video was released tonight by 
police showing a man on a bike.  Police 
say he would target a woman shooting 
her in a popular downtown 
neighborhood.  

9/19/19 4pm 2:39 Newscast Murder charges were dropped today 
against an 18yo and 4 juveniles who 
prosecutors had originally charged with 
felony murder after their accomplice in 
trying to steal a car ended up dead.

9/19/19 430pm 2:25 Newscast It’s been a dangerous year so far for the 
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CTA train cars as violent crimes are on 
the rise.  That increase comes despite 
more cameras on trains and platforms 
meant to deter the crime.

9/19/19 5pm 2:32 Newscast The latest in the trial of those charged in 
the murder of 9yo Tyshawn Lee as a 2nd 
full day of testimony took place and one 
of the key witnesses in the attack took 
the stand.

9/19/19 5pm 2:30 Newscast Police search a medical office in 
northwest Indiana where Dr Ulrich 
Klopfer once worked.  This comes after a 
gruesome discovery over the weekend 
here in Illinois as police recovered 
thousands of fetal remains in the doctor’s 
home and a police investigation has been 
launched between the 2 states.

9/19/19 10pm 2:10 Newscast New surveillance video shows a man 
suspected in a downtown shooting just 
before he opened fire on a woman.  
Police say he rode up to her on a bike 
and shot her and fled.

9/20/19 430pm 2:15 Newscast The man accused of at least 2 violent 
crimes in Lincoln Park appeared in court 
today.  Adam Bramwell was extradited 
from Texas and stands accused of 
slashing a DePaul student and carjacking 
a woman.

9/20/19 10pm 5:03 Newscast An SUV leaving the patch of destruction 
in Schaumburg’s Woodfield Mall as the 
driver crashed through the Sears entrance 
and drove around weaving around the 
inside the mall.  Luckily no one was 
injured but police have the person in 
custody and trying to figure out what 
happened.

9/21/19 10pm 1:40 Newscast Investigators are working to figure out 
why a Palatine man drove his SUV into 
the mall out in Schaumburg.  Police say 
this was not terrorism and the man is 
undergoing treatment at a behavioral 
hospital.

9/22/19 10pm 1:44 Newscast We’re learning more about a barbershop 
shootout that ended with the robber and 
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the man he was holding up both dead.  
Chicago police say the robbery victim 
was a conceal carry permit.

9/22/19 10pm 2:11 Newscast Hundreds of people gathered on the west 
side to talk about the city’s most pressing 
problems with Mayor Lightfoot.  They 
talked about the gun violence in the city 
and how to stem the tide and slow down 
the violence.

9/23/19 430pm 2:10 Newscast A person was killed in a carjacking 
attempt and that victim is being called a 
hero tonight after he tried to fight off the 
attacker who first went for his girlfriend.

9/23/19 10pm 2:26 Newscast Surveillance pictures from the suburbs 
that helped track down a man wanted for 
shooting a Chicago police officer as well 
as a woman downtown.  We look into 
how investigators cracked the case and 
brought charges against that man.

9/24/19 10pm 1:32 Newscast It was supposed to be a birthday 
celebration but instead a vigil took place 
tonight for a girl who was shot and killed 
while inside her home by a stray bullet. 
Police are investigating the shooting.

9/25/19 430pm 2:20 Newscast A bold kidnapping in broad daylight as a 
13yo girl is snatched off the street and 
then sexually abused.  Police put out an 
alert on the attack.

09/25/19 6pm 1:50 Newscast A warning in McHenry County after 2 
women were attacked with a hammer.  It 
happened on a popular bike trail as 
police look for the offender.

9/25/19 10pm 1:48 Newscast Heartbreak in Harvey as a family there is 
holding a vigil asking for more help from 
the police to search for the person(s) 
responsible in shooting and killing a 
12yo girl on her birthday.

9/25/19 10pm 2:01 Newscast New video tonight of a shooting that 
took place inside a convenience store that 
left a 50yo clerk wounded.  The shooting 
then led to a dramatic standoff involving 
the SWAT team.

9/27/19 5pm 2:14 Newscast Shocking cellphone video of a road rage 
incident involving 3 women during rush 
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hour on I57.  The confrontation 
escalating to physical violence including 
the use of a baseball bat.

9/30/19 430pm 2:24 Newscast A Chicago community is marking a grim 
anniversary as it’s been one year since 2 
men were killed in Rogers Park by a 
shooter who still has not been found.

9/30/19 5pm 2:21 Newscast A jailhouse informant takes the witness 
stand today in the murder trial of 2 men 
accused of murdering Tyshawn Lee.
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7/1/19 430pm 1:55 Newscast Alex Pancoe has summited North 
America’s tallest peak, known as the 
explorer’s grand slam.  He’s back now 
talking about the experience.

7/1/19 5pm 1:44 Newscast Colorful display cows are returning to 
the city after 20 years. We look back on 
the phenomenon that the Cows on 
Parade created here in Chicago.

7/1/19 10pm 2:08 Newscast The community searched for Esteban 
Uriostigue after he was last seen at a 
Jewel near the north side. The FBI is also 
involved in the search.

7/3/19 430pm 1:33 Newscast Only one Chicagoan is headed to New 
York to compete in the annual Nation’s 
Famous hot dog eating contest. She 
shared her strategies.

7/3/19 430pm 1:57 Newscast Animal shelters are in high demand the 
day after the 4th of July. Many pets fear 
the noise of fireworks and run away from 
home.

7/3/19 6pm 1:56 Newscast Naperville’s annual Ribfest is moving 
locations next year. It has been hosted in 
Naperville since 1989.

7/3/19 10pm 2:18 Newscast The Chicago Police Department planned 
an “all hands on deck” approach to 4th of 
July safety this year. 

7/4/19 10pm 2:07 Newscast Tens of thousands of people packed into 
Navy Pier to watch the fireworks show. 
People worried about the weather and 
safety.

7/7/19 Approx. 
9:45 am

10-12 
minutes

Newsviews Our guests were Holly Baker with the 
Red Cross and Halle Quezada co-
founder of the Chicago Alliance of 
Waterfront Safety.  We talked about the 
dangers swimmers face in Lake 
Michigan and the skills people need to 
stay safe in the water.

7/7/19 10pm 2:45 Newscast The US women’s soccer team won the 
World Cup against the Netherlands. The 
men’s team will play against Mexico for 
the Gold Cup.

7/8/19 5pm 2:04 Newscast A new worldwide designation for some 
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buildings designed by famed architect 
Frank Lloyd Wright as 8 of his designs 
have just been placed on the United 
Nations prestigious World Heritage list.

7/9/19 4pm 1:53 Newscast A Chicago area nun is praying for a win 
as Sister Mary Jo was nominated for a 
2019 ESPY award for best viral moment 
and there was a big sendoff for her 
today.

7/10/19 430pm 2:40 Newscast The Taste of Chicago kicked off this 
morning and people are having fun 
tasting food, enjoying music, and trying 
to stay cool from the heat in the 1st day 
of this festival.

7/10/19 5pm 2:43 Newscast Torture cases from the era of former 
CPD Commander Jon Burge may now 
end up in the hands of Cook County 
State’s Attorney Kim Foxx as opposed to 
a special prosecutor.

7/11/19 10pm 1:49 Newscast The Humboldt Park lagoon has become a 
tourist attraction in these recent days as 
the gator watch continues and wildlife 
experts try and get it from the water.

7/12/19 4pm 2:22 Newscast True West is back on the Steppenwolf 
Stage 37 years after it debuted and we 
are talking with the new team that is 
taking over this legacy play.

7/14/19 Approx. 
9:45 am

10-12 
minutes

Newsviews Our guest was Dr. Andrew Johnston 
from the Adler Planetarium.  We talked 
ahead of the 50th Anniversary of the 
Apollo 11 mission.   It was the first time 
man walked on the moon.  We talked 
with Dr. Johnston about the remarkable 
achievement this was, what was learned 
and what the future of space exploration 
might look like.

7/15/19 10pm 2:07 Newscast One of country music’s biggest stars 
Garth Brooks was in Chicago and 
performed at a dive bar as part of a new 
cross country tour and we were there 
live.

7/16/19 430pm 1:21 Newscast 50 years ago today Apollo 11 set off on a 
mission that would send them into the 
atmosphere and outside this world and 
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eventually land on the moon and it’s a 
tale being told to younger kids today.

7/16/19 5pm 2:25 Newscast A warning for parents after a young boy 
drifted away on an inflatable duck raft on 
Lake Michigan.  He’s safe tonight thanks 
to quick thinking boater.

7/16/19 10pm 2:01 Newscast Retired Supreme Court Justice John Paul 
Stevens has died at the age of 99.  
Stevens was born here in Chicago and 
has deep ties to the city.

7/16/19 10pm 2:19 Newscast The man who caught the Humboldt Park 
alligator is getting the celebrity treatment 
tonight throwing out the first pitch at 
Wrigley Field and tomorrow will turn on 
Buckingham Fountain.  

7/17/19 4pm 2:41 Newscast Chicago continues to roll out the red 
carpet for alligator hero Frank Robb 
touring him around the city sites from 
the Bean to Navy Pier and its Ferris 
Wheel.

7/17/19 430pm 1:48 Newscast There is a new style of performance art 
happening in Chicago and the park 
district is sponsoring some free shows 
along the lakefront.  The shows combine 
shadows, music, and light.

7/17/19 430pm 2:41 Newscast Retired Supreme Court Justice John Paul 
Stevens is being remembered today as a 
brilliant legal mind who stood up for 
individual rights.  We talk with people 
locally who knew the man who had 
several Chicago ties.

7/17/19 5pm 2:13 Newscast As deaths continue to rise on Chicago 
area lakes, some pre-teens are getting 
new training to keep swimmers safe and 
being taught the ins and outs of 
lifeguarding.

7/18/19 430pm 2:12 Newscast A café wants to help lower the number 
of youth that don’t have jobs so they are 
training people to become baristas at 
their local coffee shops.

7/19/19 4pm 1:58 Newscast Tucked away on Chicago’s west side is 
an urban farm complete with goats, 
chickens, and bees.  It’s become an 
attraction for residents who take part in 
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goat yoga.
7/19/19 430pm 2:13 Newscast A trip to the amuse park sends 1 kid to 

the hospital and we are taking a closer 
look at the safety behind some 
amusement park rides and how they are 
regulated by the state.

7/19/19 10pm 2:06 Newscast The legal team for actor Jussie Smollett 
is firing back saying he was framed and 
demanding that a yet to be appointed 
special prosecutor looking into his 
allegedly staged hate crime be removed.

7/20/19 10pm 2:30 Newscast In Neil Armstrong’s hometown in Ohio, 
they are marking the 50th anniversary of 
his stepping onto the moon and we are 
there live with the happenings.

7/20/19 10pm 2:10 Newscast A ranch in the suburbs now honors one 
of our colleagues who was murdered 
while on vacation years ago in Belize.  
We covered the special tribute to Anne 
Swaney.

7/20/19 10pm 1:33 Newscast A man drowned while swimming with 
friends as cellphone video shows the 
moments after divers pulled the men out 
from Lake Michigan.

7/21/19 Approx. 
9:45 am

10-12 
minutes

Newsviews Our guests were Jims Porter from 
Refugee One, Mapenzi Mweniaki a 
refugee from the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo and Nesir Zararia a refugee 
and the founder of the Rohingya Culture 
Center.  We spoke about some actions 
President Trump has taken regarding 
refugees, our guests shared their 
experiences and we talked about the 
work being done in the Chicago area to 
help refugees.

7/22/19 6pm 2:09 Newscast Some White Sox fans will be getting a 
different view at Guaranteed Rate Field 
as the team is taking the field for the first 
time since the franchise extended safety 
netting all the way to the foul pole.

7/23/19 430pm 2:11 Newscast Wakandacon is coming back to Chicago 
this weekend as hundreds of local kids 
are getting a chance to attend and see 
some of the big name stars there.  
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7/26/19 4pm 2:02 Newscast A former ABC7 employee who was a 
custodian by day and opera singer by 
night will get a chance to perform on a 
national stage on ABC7’s Strahan and 
Sarah show.

7/28/19 Approx. 
9:45 am

10-12 
minutes

Newsviews Our guest was Dr. Steven Kessel from 
the Shedd Aquarium.  Ahead of some 
‘shark week’ events the Shedd had 
planned we talked about facts many 
people don’t know about sharks.  Their 
importance to their ecosystem, shark 
attacks, etc.

7/29/19 4pm 1:55 Newscast A major milestone for a nurse who 
migrated from the Philippines to Chicago 
and has been caring for patients now for 
50 years and doesn’t show any signs of 
slowing down.

7/30/19 430pm 2:02 Newscast A pink and white house on the city’s 
west has been a neighborhood landmark 
for 30 years.  But the home needs to be 
rebuilt and restored and the family there 
says they’ll have to sell it if they can’t 
raise the funds.

7/30/19 6pm 2:00 Newscast A high flying thrill quickly turned into a 
mid-air emergency as a skydiver was 
knocked unconscious in a collision with 
another skydiver before he could deploy 
his chute.  

7/31/19 430pm 2:01 Newscast A man loves dirt bike racing so much he 
built a race track in his own backyard.  
He’s competed for 45 years and nothing 
has stopped him not even cancer.  

7/31/19 10pm 2:11 Newscast It’s the night before Lollapalooza and 
organizers say they are ready and taking 
steps to keep people safe.  We have the 
ins and outs of what people need to 
know before going.

8/1/19 10pm 2:15 Newscast The first of Chicago’s biggest outdoor 
music festival is almost in the books as 
thousands of people attended 
Lollapalooza today and we see how the 
first day went.

8/2/19 430pm 2:11 Newscast Chicago’s regional champion has been 
honing her craft and on-stage persona for 
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years now as Shreddy Boop gets ready to 
compete in the US Air Guitar 
championships.

8/2/19 10pm 2:26 Newscast Dozens of people rushed the fences 
trying to scale them and get into 
Lollapalooza illegally.  Videos of the 
incidents on social media raise concerns 
about the security around the festival as 
crowds there are getting larger.

8/4/19 10pm 1:48 Newscast Lollapalooza is wrapping up tonight as 
hundreds of thousands of people 
attended the 4-day music festival.  We 
learned tonight that a festival-goer died 
for the 2nd straight year.

8/5/19 10pm 1:34 Newscast People worried that the Obama 
Presidential center on the south side 
could drastically change their 
neighborhood are voicing their concerns.  
They are responding to a study that says 
the library could alter the historic nature 
of Jackson Park.

8/6/19 5pm 1:58 Newscast A historic day for detainees at the county 
jail as for the first time ever they took 
part in a chess tournament competing 
against prisoners from around the world.

8/7/19 4pm 1:36 Newscast A young baseball player and cancer 
survivor had a dream come true today at 
Wrigley Field.  He had a special meeting 
with his favorite Cubs player.

8/7/19 430pm 1:58 Newscast The Chicago Torture Justice Center was 
created as part of the city’s 2015 
reparations package for victims of police 
torture.  Now they’ve partnered with the 
Old Town School of Folk Music by 
fostered community through music.

8/8/19 430pm 1:53 Newscast Joy Yee made a splash with bubble tea in 
Chicago about 25 years ago.  Now they 
are blowing up again with her Bubble 
Waffle Sundaes.

8/8/19 5pm 2:19 Newscast Local immigrant groups are reacting to 
concerns tonight after ICE agents took 
hundreds into custody in immigration 
raids and we’re learning that one local 
company owns one of the plants 
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targeted.
8/10/19 10pm 2:13 Newscast An investigation is underway after 

accused sex trafficker Jeffrey Epstein 
died from an apparent suicide while in 
the jail.  

8/10/19 10pm 2:13 Newscast Thousands of families packed the streets 
for a time honored tradition called the 
Bud Billliken Parade.  It marks the end 
of summer and the start of another 
school year.

8/14/19 430pm 2:27 Newscast They survived a deadly apartment fire 
that killed a man on the city’s south side.  
Those people are talking with us about 
what the fire was like and how they 
escaped.

8/14/19 6pm 2:05 Newscast An explosion at a tank cleaning company 
injures 3 workers and severely damages 
the facility.  As bad as it was it couldn’t 
been worse for several people in the 
plant.

8/17/19 10pm 1:44 Newscast Kids were brought together for a street 
basketball game that was the culmination 
of a summer long tournament called 
Hoops in the Hood.

8/19/19 4pm 1:55 Newscast Bachelor Nation has never been stronger 
with explosive surprises already on 
Bachelor in Paradise and we sit down 
and talk with some of the local 
contestants on the ABC show.

8/20/19 6pm 2:05 Newscast A window washer is back on the ground 
right now after dangling from the 53rd 
floor today during the afternoon storms.  
We captured part of the rescue.

8/20/19 10pm 2:11 Newscast Sister Jean turns 100 years old tomorrow 
and she shares some of the wisdom she’s 
come to learn.  She gained national 
attention during Loyola’s Final Four run. 

8/21/19 5pm 2:13 Newscast The celebration is on for Sister Jean as 
she turned 100yo today and a big 
campus-wide birthday party was held for 
her.

8/23/19 430pm 1:49 Newscast This is the final clue before Jeopardy 
hopefuls find out if they’ll make it onto 
the TV version.  Two of our talents try 
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their best to see if they have what it takes 
to get onto the show.

8/23/19 5pm 2:23 Newscast A group of ministers and community 
leaders are calling for an investigation 
into the shooting death of a 14yo boy in 
Lake County.  The boy was shot by a 
man who says the he saw the teen and 
others trying to steal his car.  

8/26/19 5pm 2:28 Newscast Bears fans will have new food and drink 
offerings to choose from when the team 
opens its 100th season next Thursday and 
we got a sneak peek at what they are.

8/27/19 430pm 1:51 Newscast The Auditorium Theatre in Chicago has 
been recognized nationally for always 
trying to match the grandeur of when it 
first opened its doors and today was 
honored with a preservation award.

8/28/19 4pm 1:53 Newscast Some residents are fighting to keep their 
homes affordable as the building is 
currently Section 8 but the owner wants 
to change that.

8/29/19 430pm 2:02 Newscast Video of the newly renovated Halas Hall 
have been released and we’re taking a 
tour of the place following a multi-
million dollar renovation.

9/2/19 6pm 2:13 Newscast The unofficial end to summer is 
celebrated here in Chicago and it’s been 
a beautiful day providing people with an 
endless supply of things to do outside 
and enjoy their Labor Day weekend.

9/3/19 6pm 2:20 Newscast A tribute to 2 Chicago Bears legends 
forever will stand outside of Soldier 
Field as a long overdue honor was given 
to Walter Payton and George Halas.

9/4/19 5pm 2:29 Newscast The Bears kick off their 100th season 
tomorrow against the Green Bay Packers 
and the NFL is in town hosting a series 
of events to pump up the 100th season.

9/5/19 4pm 1:56 Newscast Dozens of animals forced out by 
Hurricane Dorian came here to Chicago 
seeking new homes and refuge. We 
update what the animals have to go 
through to be placed with new families.

9/5/19 430pm 2:10 Newscast The Bears will be kicking off their 100th 
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season but Soldier Field is also 
celebrating its own significant 
anniversary.  We tour the stadium which 
celebrates its 95th year.

9/5/19 6pm 5:00 Newscast The Bears 100th season begins tonight 
with the opening game of the Bears vs 
Packers.  We give insight into the game 
but also spend time at the NFL Kickoff 
Festival in Grant Park where fans are 
taking in the festivities.

9/5/19 10pm 2:31 Newscast We’re learning more about the deadly 
fire that killed 34 people on a charter 
boat just off the coast of Los Angeles 
and we’re talking with one woman who 
has family that was there for the 
incident.

9/8/19 10pm 2:10 Newscast Kanye West was back in Chicago 
bringing his Sunday Service to Northerly 
Island.  Thousands of fans turned out for 
the show.

9/9/19 10pm 2:05 Newscast Some see it as a sign from above as a 
religious icon inside a church looks like 
its crying.  That church is the 2nd oldest 
Greek Orthodox church in the nation and 
is on the brink of closing.

9/9/19 4pm 1:56 Newscast The largest fundraiser in the nation for 
the US Holocaust Museum got underway 
today in Chicago as some holocaust 
survivors spoke about their experiences.

9/10/19 5pm 1:59 Newscast The latest now in the devastation in the 
Bahamas as at least 50 people are dead.  
We talked with a man that was there and 
helped lead some rescue missions to help 
others stuck.

9/11/19 430pm 2:05 Newscast A weeping icon inside a Chicago church 
had brought about people from all over 
trying to take a glimpse of what they 
believe an act of divinity.

9/13/19 10pm 1:41 Newscast 2 artists are setting up portrait studios in 
parks around Austin taking free pictures 
of neighborhood residents and will then 
put them up around the town.

9/15/19 10pm 2:32 Newscast Fans of all ages celebrated the return of 
hockey at the United Center as the 
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annual training camp street festival 
moved indoors this year due to rain but 
the fun wasn’t dampened.

9/16/19 4pm 2:00 Newscast An adult sheep from somewhere that 
likely got loose during transport from a 
farm to animal processing facilities 
startled the neighbors around the area.

9/16/19 6pm 2:06 Newscast Facing its closure a Greek Orthodox 
church rallied around a portrait of an 
alleged weeping Virgin Mary.  Now 
church leaders have removed it against 
the wishes of parishioners.

9/17/19 4pm 1:49 Newscast Reaction pouring in today on the passing 
of a legendary journalist Cokie Roberts.  
The longtime ABC news political 
commentator passed away today.

9/17/19 5pm 2:29 Newscast A new lawsuit is filed in the Catholic 
church sex abuse scandal naming the 
Archdiocese of Chicago and a late priest 
who ran Maryville Academy.

9/18/19 5pm 2:31 Newscast Dogs police say are dangers are on the 
attack in Hawthorne Woods.  Residents 
tell us that they feel like they are hostage 
because of the dogs and how they are 
attacking people.

9/18/19 10pm 1:58 Newscast Protests in the suburbs over a proposal 
that would turn a hotel into a rehab 
facility for addicts.  Several residents 
don’t want the city to allow for that.

9/19/19 430pm 1:59 Newscast One of the stars of the TV show 
Downton Abby and that actor here for 
another opening in Chicago in a stage 
production that he’s working on.

9/20/19 430pm 2:10 Newscast Up in Waukegan, one family owned 
farmed has a special way of making their 
unique corn maze and we follow them 
through on the process.

9/20/19 6pm 1:40 Newscast Wrigley Field is iconic for its sights and 
sounds and the man behind the organ at 
the ballpark is hanging it up at the end of 
the season.  We talk with Gary Pressy 
about what it’s been like for more than 3 
decades.

9/21/19 10pm 1:47 Newscast Chicago is the final stop on the road for 



ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST WLS-TV

July 1, 2019 – September 30, 2019   Chicago

CATEGORY: MISCELLANEOUS
DATE TIME LENGTH SOURCE/TYPE DESCRIPTION

American Idol auditions.  Thousands of 
people were out before the sun rose to 
audition for their chance at stardom.

9/22/19 10pm 2:34 Newscast Every Thursday a different Chicago park 
hosts a youth boxing showcase and it’s 
meant to give kids a new sport to get 
them off the streets and learn.

9/22/19 10pm 2:08 Newscast The Cubs hit another bump in the road to 
their hope of returning to the playoffs.  
They lost their final regular season home 
game today to their heated rival 
Cardinals.

9/26/19 430pm 2:22 Newscast The community of Mt Prospect is 
coming together for a special mission as 
one dad put up a mini library filled with 
books for kids in the community to read 
and use.

9/27/19 430pm 1:47 Newscast Potholes are a nuisance and driver’s 
worst enemies.  But an artist is patching 
some of them and covering them with 
art.

9/27/19 6pm 1:45 Newscast A Zion landlord is taking the city to 
court for an ordinance that allows the 
city to fine owners if they don’t allow a 
search of tenants’ homes even without a 
warrant.

9/29/19 10pm 5:32 Newscast The Cubs are looking for a new manager 
tonight after parting ways with Joe 
Maddon after 5 seasons including a 
World Series Win.  The move was 
widely expected after a disappointing 
final stretch of the season that caused 
them to miss the postseason.

9/30/19 430pm 1:46 Newscast His new friends call him a big man with 
a whole lot of love and now a cat that is 
really big is up for adoption in DuPage 
County and getting a whole lot of 
attention on social media.


