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In his State of the Union address, President Trump promised a crackdown 
on 'drug dealers and pushers'. Last spring, we reported on a loophole that 
helps traffickers distribute illegal drugs through the US mail. Now Joce 
Sterman reports on a new Congressional investigation that reveals how 
common it is for foreign criminals to exploit the loophole.

Senator Rob Portman: It shouldn’t take a Congressional investigation into 
the Postal Service and what’s happening with international mail to get our 
government to do its job.

Joce: Ohio Republican Rob Portman, got to the point when announcing the 
findings of a bipartisan Senate Investigation into the ease of buying 
fentanyl online and shipping it to the United states.

Senator Rob Portman: We discovered it is shockingly easy. All we had to 
do was search ‘fentanyl for sale’. These online sellers were quick to 
respond, unafraid of getting caught apparently and ready to make a deal.
Joce: International dealers- primarily in China - were ready to sell and ship 
an opioid that's stronger than heroin - even 50 times stronger than 
morphine. 

Gary Tuggle - the special agent in charge of the Philadelphia field office of 
the Drug Enforcement Administration told us last May - Fentanyl is 
responsible for thousands of overdose deaths across the country.

Gary Tuggle: This stuff will kill you in micrograms. What would be the 
equivalent of grains of salt could cause you to die.

Joce: But Senate investigators had no trouble setting up deals to get it, 
posing as first time buyers. And while they never actually made a 
purchase, on 6 web sites, then found distributors anxious to make a sale- 



some willing to offer deep discounts and attempting to upsell to even more 
dangerous drugs in an effort to close the deal.

Senator Rob Portman: We also asked how the online sellers would ship the 
drugs to us. Every single one of them preferred to use the US Postal 
Service. They didn’t want to use the private carriers like DHL, FedEx and 
UPS. They wanted to use the Postal Service. They told us they used the 
Postal Service because the chances of the drugs getting seized were so 
insignificant that delivery was essentially guaranteed.

Joce: The reason? Something called advanced electronic data - AED. Our 
reporting last spring exposed that while private carriers are legally required 
to electronically track this data about packages coming in from foreign 
countries- there's no such requirement for the US Postal Service. Without 
that tracking, Senator Tom Carper of Delaware says screeners from 
customs and border patrol are left with a needle in a haystack approach as 
they process hundreds of millions of packages shipped into the states.

Senator Tom Carper: Until recently, CPB was forced to sift manually 
through this massive number of packages from the Postal Service 
manually. Today, automation and the use of advanced electronic data has 
improved the targeting of packages that may contain illicit items, but the 
process is far from efficient and effective.

Joce: Since 2015, the Postal Service and Customs and Border patrol have 
been testing a pilot program to target suspicious packages from China. The 
program has expanded, but the recent investigation found major issues 
with it. And while the Postal Service says it is committed to aggressively 
increasing data on incoming packages, they do have to rely on cooperation 
internationally.

Portman and 29 others in the Senate continue to push for the passage of 
the so-called Stop Act, which would require advanced tracking data on all 
shipments from foreign countries.

Senator Rob Portman: How many more people have to die before this 
poison stops coming into our communities?



As we reported last May, another key to disrupting this part of the system 
is China. Senator Carper said we need to engage if we want to deal with the 
root cause. China is the biggest source of these illicit drugs coming into 
the states…and if you want to shut down the supply chain – Carper is now 
joining the call in saying you have to start with China.
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In terms of sexual assault allegations, the military could be seen as a 
trendsetter. A decades-old scandal was so shocking it began a serious 
evaluation of the role of women in the ranks. Years later, Joce Sterman 
found one reason why a fix has been so hard: the military doesn’t even 
agree on what constitutes sexual misconduct.

Paula Coughlin: There’s been a real lack of understanding. A lack of 
understanding what happened to me and those other women in the 
hallway. A lack of understanding about how to handle that situation and a 
lack of understanding of why it’s so important that that kind of behavior not 
be tolerated.

In 1991, the word 'tailhook' became synonymous with workplace sexual 
harassment, and Paula Coughlin became the face of the scandal. More than 
80 women were allegedly assaulted during an annual event for sailors and 
marines called the Tailhook symposium in Las Vegas.

Paula Coughlin: What happened to me was criminal and it had to be 
stopped.
In the aftermath of that investigation, the role of women in the military went 
through significant changes. Now, the nation's largest employer - the 
Department of Defense - is taking a new approach, to track and police 
sexual harassment.



Brenda Farrell: We've seen top leadership at times at DOD be very 
forthcoming and prioritize some of these issues like sexual assault as we 
will have zero tolerance. We haven't seen that for sexual harassment. It is 
something that's on their radar but they just haven't moved it up as a high 
priority.

Brenda Farrell has spent a decade watching the military's efforts to police 
sexual misconduct as a watchdog for the Government Accountability 
Office. While the DOD has made sweeping changes to deal with sexual 
assault, a recent audit found the agency has been missing the mark, when 
it comes to targeting the progression of unwanted sexual behavior. It's 
something they call the continuum of harm.

Brenda Farrell: There's been some studies, the research is out. There's an 
understanding where sexual harassment fits on this continuum and that 
you need more information in order to prevent criminal crimes that are, you 
know, sexual assault.

Tracking incidents of sexual harassment, according to the GAO report, 
differs depending on the branch of the military.

Brenda Farrell: Some of the services collected information that the other 
services didn't. For example, the Marine Corps would record whether or not 
alcohol or drug use was involved in a sexual harassment incident. And the 
other services didn't. Another thing that stood out to us that was different 
was the services categorize sexual harassment differently.

To change that, the GAO offered recommendations to standardize 
reporting for sexual harassment. The DOD agreed with the 
recommendations. They denied our request for an interview, but in a 
statement, they told us, "The Department is firmly committed to eliminating 
sexual harassment from the armed forces and does not tolerate or condone 
these behaviors.

Retired Colonel Don Christensen: The culture is ready for this. The country 
is ready for this. I think the vast majority of the men and women who serve 
are ready for this. We just need the people who wear these stars on their 
shoulders to step up to the plate.



Retired Air Force Colonel Don Christensen is a former judge advocate 
general - military prosecutor - and lawyer. He's now the President of 
Protect Our Defenders - a national group focused on combating sexual 
violence and harassment in the military. Christensen says because of its 
well-established leadership structure- the DOD may just be the best group 
of any to tackle the problem of sexual harassment. If they create and set 
new and clear standards - Christensen says - the impact could reach far 
beyond the ranks of the military.

Joce: Do you see this as an opportunity for the DOD to be an example to 
other branches, to private industry?

Retired Colonel Don Christensen: I think the DOD if they were to tackle this 
seriously, could be as big as the #MeToo movement probably could be 
even bigger than the #MeToo movement because they have such a broad 
impact on the entire country. You know obviously, we had the biggest 
budget. We're the world's largest employer, which is often lost on people I 
think. And so if the world's largest employer can solve this, that's a great 
example for the rest of the world.

The DOD says they'll put that plan in work by 2019. They said they'd do 
something similar in 2011 but did not take action.

2NEWS ON KJZZ

Bus Crash (aired 1/1/18 @ 7pm, 1 minute 20 seconds) – A greyhound bus 
crashed on I-70 in central Utah on New Year’s Eve. We were just gathering 
information about the crash since the crash site was a few hours away from our 
station, but we learned that the bus had lost control and veered off the road 
before crashing into an embankment. There were 14 passengers on the bus 
traveling from Green River to Las Vegas. Everyone on the bus was injured and 
one 13-year-old girl had died. Police would continue to investigate the crash and 
they would look into how the bus ended up in the embankment. This story was 
significant because this happened at the end of the holiday travel season when 
many people are on the road and it made people think twice before getting on the 
road. It also affected people because a young girl had passed away in an 
accident that could have been prevented.



Bus Crash (Aired 1/1/2018 @ 7pm, 2:00 minutes) – The Greyhound Bus 
involved in a deadly accident has been removed from the crash site. UHP says 
an inspection of the bus is expected to take place tomorrow. Investigators have 
also updated the total number of people on board at the time of the crash to 14. 
The 13-year-old girl who died has been identified as Summer Pinzon from Azusa, 
California. Her mother was on the bus with her and is in the hospital tonight, 
along with a number of other passengers. The viewer learns the details on the 
deadly accident and sees the dramatic video of the crash.

Repeat Offender (Aired 01/01/2018 @ 9pm, 2:30 minutes) – A Salt Lake City 
man will be spending a lot of time in court over the next few months after being 
arrested for a multi-city crime spree.  Police say Harley Gregory Welsh stole 
multiple cars, vandalized surveillance cameras and rammed a police car during a 
pursuit with officers. This story explains how police eventually caught the 
suspect, lets viewers know that a man police say is dangerous is now off the 
streets and gives details on what victims can do if they think they were targeted 
by this man.

DUI Numbers Are Down (Aired 01/02/2018 @ 9pm, 2:30 minutes) – An army of 
highway patrol troopers flooded the roads over the holiday weekend looking to 
stop drunk drivers from harming themselves or others.  But something surprising 
happened; officers say they saw a big drop in the numbers of DUI arrests over 
the New Year holiday.  Not only were the DUI arrest way down, but there was not 
one DUI fatality or serious injury crash.  This story lets trooper explain why they 
think the numbers dropped, gives details on how a new law that isn’t even in 
effect yet could have played a role and explains when the new .05 blood alcohol 
law goes into effect.

Tooele Missing Teens (Aired 1/4/2018 @ 7pm for 2 minutes) – The families of 
two teenagers who disappeared while driving from Tooele to Juab County last 
week are now receiving help from a group of off-road enthusiasts. A trail search 
is planned to find Breezy Otteson and Riley Powell. Their families fear the teens 
may be stranded in a rural part of Tooele. The pair were planning to go visit 
family in Spanish Fork when they disappeared. The family has not had contact 
with then since Saturday and bank records show no activity since they vanished. 

Layton Lewdness (Aired 01/04/2018 @ 9pm, 2:15 minutes) – Layton police are 
on the lookout for a flasher who has exposed himself three separate times at a 



local apartment building and the fear is he may strike again.  According to police, 
the suspect is scary and becoming more aggressive with every incident.  This 
story explains the area where the flasher has been spotted, gives our viewers a 
description of the man police is trying to track down and lets people know what to 
do if they are approached by the suspect.

Freitag DUI (Aired 01/04/2018 @ 9pm, 2:30 minutes) – A long-time leader of 
Salt Lake's 9-1-1 dispatch center has been fired after being arrested for driving 
under the influence.  Scott Freitag was pulled over near Centerville and was 
taken into custody after failing sobriety test, having an open container and having 
a gun in his center console.  Salt Lake City’s Mayor says she is angry and 
disappointed in Freitag’s behavior.  This story goes into details about Freitag’s 
arrest, explains why the mayor of Layton his defending Freitag and lets viewers 
know that Freitag was driving a city vehicle when he was arrested.

Layton police standoff (Aired 1/9/2018 @ 7pm for 2 minutes) – A standoff in 
Layton came to an end after a robbery suspect barricaded himself in a home for 
several hours. Police were called after a man trying to buy a cell phone said he 
was the victim of an attempted robbery. The victim met two other men at an 
Arby’s parking lot when one of them brandished a gun. One suspect was taken 
into custody, but the other suspect went inside an apartment complex. 

Deputy Arrest Follow (Aired 01/09/2018 @ 9pm, 2:15 minutes) – New 
information is emerging about a Utah County Sheriff’s deputy charged with 
sexual misconduct with a child.  Police in Arizona say two people in Mesa 
reported Gerry Salcedo molested them when they were children back in 1985. 
 The alleged abuse took place while Salcedo was an officer with the Mesa Police 
Department but before he was an officer in Utah.  This story explains the 
allegations against him, lets viewers know why Salcedo is being arrested now 
and explains what action Utah County is taken in the wake of the arrest.

Shooting video released (Aired 1/10/2018 @ 7pm for 2 minutes) – Police 
released dashcam video from an officer-involved shooting that unfolded on I-15 
in Utah County. The suspect in the shooting allegedly opened fire at Utah County 
officers December 20. Police returned fire and hit Arturo Gallemore-Jiminez. 
Stray bullets also hit a passing car with a family of six inside and a bystander in 
the area. The suspect was arrested and booked into jail. 



Child Brides (Aired 1/12/2018 @ 7pm for 2 minutes) –A man accused of child 
kidnapping is now facing charges of sodomy of a child. Samuel Shaffer told 
police he was betrothed to John Coltharp's daughter, and that Coltharp was 
betrothed to Shaffer's daughter. According to a Sanpete County attorney, they 
both then allegedly married their own 4-year old daughters. Court documents say 
the men provides evidence of child kidnapping, child abuse, human child 
trafficking, child sexual assault, custodial interference, threats against life and 
unlawful detention.

Porch Boxes (Aired 01/12/2018 @ 9pm, 2:30 minutes) – A Farr West company 
is combating package thieves by creating porch boxes for your doorstep 
deliveries.  The “porch locker” is made out from a square plastic tube, which is 
then wrapped in 18- gage steel and then bolted to the cement outside customer’s 
front doors.  This story lets viewers know that a Utah company is offering this 
product, shows them how it works and explains how the company helped a local 
family who had medical supplies stolen off their front porch during the Christmas 
season.

Magna Shooting (Aired 1/16/2018 @ 7pm for 2 minutes) - Police are 
investigating a shooting at a Magna bus stop that injured two people. According 
to Unified Police, a black car pulled up to the bus stop near 7250 West 3500 
South and fired several shots, injuring a 17-year-old boy and an adult male who 
was working nearby. Police Detective Chuck Malm said the shooter’s car fled 
westbound from the bus stop and was last seen turning north near 7300 West. 
Both victims were rushed to the hospital in critical condition.

Crosswalk Sting (Aired 1/17/2018 @ 7pm, 2:00 minutes) – Dozens of drivers 
have tickets to pay, after a crosswalk sting in South Salt Lake. Police set up near 
Gregson Avenue and State street. An undercover officer walked back and forth 
through the crosswalk to see if drivers would stop. If they didn’t, they were pulled 
over and cited for failure to stop, a $120 ticket. The intersection is also being 
studied to see if a crosswalk light might be needed at that location. The viewer 
gets a reminder on how the crosswalk lights work, the importance of stopping for 
people in crosswalks, and the consequences if they don’t follow the traffic law.

Racist photo (Aired 1/17/2018 @ 7pm for 2 minutes) - Members of the 
Hurricane community and Washington County School District officials say they 
are “disgusted” by an Instagram photo that was posted by two Hurricane High 
School students on Martin Luther King Jr. Day. The photo showed one of the 



female students pretending to hang herself, with “x” drawn onto her eyes and it 
captions “happy national n***er day.” The school district says action had been 
taken on these two students.

Crosswalk Citations (Aired 1/18/2018 @ 7pm for 2 minutes) - Dozens of drivers 
were pulled over in South Salt Lake for failing to stop at one crosswalk. Police set 
up a sting at the crosswalk near Gregson Avenue and State Street after a 
complaint was made about cars not allowing pedestrians cross. At least 43 
drivers were cited. 

PC Police Sundance (Aired 01/19/2018 @ 9pm, 2:15 minutes) – The annual 
Sundance Film Festival is in full swing in Park City and in the wake of the "me 
too" movement, the goal is protecting those who attend it. Harvey Weinstein, the 
disgraced movie producer, reportedly attacked numerous women at this event 
over the years and now Sundance and the State of Utah want to make sure that 
doesn't happen anymore.  This story explains the new effort being launched to 
protect victims from sexual assault, lets viewers know that there is a new hotline 
available for those who believe they’ve been victimized and explains why some 
say the “me too’ movement is now gaining momentum in Utah.

Missing Utah Couple (Aired 1/24/2018 @ 7pm, 2:00 minutes) – The family of a 
Utah couple who have been missing for nearly 2 weeks are out desperately 
searching. Jerry and Susan McFalls were last heard from while they were staying 
at their winter home in Arizona. Their phones, licenses, medications and money 
were all found in the home. The family say they are just as confused as 
investigators are. The viewer learns details on the missing persons case, and 
hear from the family as they continue to search. 

Shooting suspect captured (Aired 1/24/2018 @ 7pm for 2 minutes) – Police 
arrested a wanted man involved in an officer-involved shooting over the 
weekend. His capture started with a police chase reaching 80-miles-per-hour 
near Main Street and 800 North in Spanish Fork. An officer nabbed the suspect 
using a pit maneuver. The suspect, Justin Llewelyn, is wanted for firing his 
weapon at police officer and shooting and injuring a homeowner in a carjacking. 

Buddha Vandalized (Aired 01/24/2018 @ 7pm, 2:15 minutes) – A Salt Lake City 
neighborhood is rallying to fix a Buddhist shrine that was vandalized.  Someone 
threw a big rock through the sculpture, seriously damaging the statue’s face. The 
vandals also stole the crown from Buddha's head.  The shrine sits in front of a 



home and was dedicated to the community last year.  This story shows viewers 
the damage that was done, explains that police are looking for the people 
responsible and lets viewers know how they can help replace the community 
shrine.

Dangerous Intersection (Aired 1/26/2018 @ 7pm, 2:00 minutes) – A near-
deadly accident at the intersection of 114th South and 1-15 is bringing about 
some big changes tonight. The intersection is under construction and the 
changes are causing some major confusion among drivers. The biggest issues 
are no one can turn left, there are signs everywhere but drivers are not seeing 
them. So, they get stuck in the middle of the section and that causes some 
dangerous situations when they try to get out. The viewers learn about the issues 
at a popular intersection, and how they can avoid being caught in the same 
dangerous situation. 

Missing couple (Aired 1/31/2018 @ 7pm for 2 minutes) – Police are now looking 
to neighbors for clues leading to the disappearance of a husband and wife. A 
search warrant was deliver to a neighbor’s home, but no one was arrested. 
According the couple’s son, Jerry McFalls, his parents had some run-ins with the 
neighbors. Right now police are considering the disappearance as suspicious. 
Mohave County Sheriff’s Office has yet to release any updates following the 
search. 

Counterfeit Operation Bust (Aired 2/2/2018 @ 7pm for 2 minutes) - DEA 
agents investigated a drug trafficking organization spanning over multiple states. 
Agents raided a home at Daybreak in South Jordan where a suspected 
counterfeit prescription pills operation was believed to be taking place in the 
home. DEA agents said the drug raid is part of a year-long investigation. Four 
people were arrested in the bust.

Operation Rio Grande (aired 2/5/18 @ 7pm, 1 minute 15 seconds) – Operation 
Rio Grande had been launched for six months and this story was about the 
progress police had made during those six months. The reporter mentioned that 
police were in the final phase of the operation but they still had a long way to go. 
In the past six months, police had reduced the average length someone stays in 
a shelter and they have also added over 200 treatment beds. They were able to 
provide over 800 people with insurance and health benefits as well. The reporter 
also talked to a woman whose family had benefited from Operation Rio Grande 
and how they helped her get back on her feet. This story was significant because 



homelessness in Utah is a major issue and Operation Rio Grande was a big 
effort into controlling the homeless issue. This issue is also one that many in 
Utah are passionate about and this story helped inform the public about the 
progress police are making in Utah.

Pizza Pole VS Paddle (Aired 02/05/2018 @ 9pm, 2:30 minutes) – Newly 
released surveillance video shows a violent attack at a Salt Lake City pizza store. 
 Camera captures the moment a suspect, wearing garbage bags, confronts 
employees and started hitting them with a pipe.  The employees immediately 
fight back using a pizza paddle and then chase the suspect out of the store.  This 
story shows our viewers the dangers employees of late night pizza stores face 
while on the job, explains how police were able to track down the suspect and 
gives details on the criminal charges he is facing.

Missing Tooele Teens (aired 2/6/18 @ 7pm, 1 minute 15 seconds) – The 
search continues for two missing teens from Tooele. 18-year-olds Riley Powell 
and Breezy Otteson had been missing since December 30th and officers had 
served a search warrant for Riley Powell’s mother’s home and her boyfriend’s 
home. Police now say there are signs of foul play and have found 8 pieces of 
evidence that confirm this crime. One piece of evidence includes a camouflage 
tie down strap that was found inside the home and found in another jeep that the 
teens were last seen driving in. Police say this is a probable cause for crimes of 
obstruction of justice, desecration of a dead human body and homicide. This was 
significant because this involved teens who had been missing for over a month 
and police did not know very much about their disappearance. Their 
disappearance had impacted many people in Tooele and across the state and 
the more evidence that came forward made the case more complicated. This 
was also another opportunity for police to reach out to the public and raise 
awareness for this case because there may be somebody out there who has 
more information about this case and if they saw this story, they had an 
opportunity to reach out to police and give them information.

Decker Sentencing (aired 2/7/18 @ 7pm, 1 minute 15 seconds) – Jayzon 
Decker, one of the men accused of shooting Deserae Turner and leaving her to 
die, was sentenced and we were live with family reaction after the sentencing. 
Minutes before the show, Jayzon had been sentenced to 15 years to life in prison 
for attempted murder. He had made a statement in court but the judge was not 
sympathetic towards him. Deserae Turner and her family also gave a statement 
about the sentencing and she mentioned how her life has changed since she 



was shot in the head and how she still suffers from the events of that day. This 
story was significant because this case had captivated many of our viewers 
because of the heartless acts of these men and that this young girl managed to 
survive this attack. Even though she still struggles with many daily things, she 
has survived and will be able to live her life. It was also an opportunity to hear 
from Deserae and her family about the sentencing and her story of survival has 
potential to impact and inspire viewers.

Teacher arrested (Aired 2/7/2018 @ 7pm, for 2 minutes) - A former student at 
Sunset Elementary in St. George tells 2News she was touched inappropriately by 
her music teacher, Curtis Payne. St. George Police Department said many 
victims have been coming out since the investigation started back in December 
2017. The teacher has been charged with sexual abuse. 

Reptiles Removed (Aired 2/7/2018 @ 7pm for 2 minutes) - The founder of 
Utah’s Reptile Rescue Service, James Dix, said he is not guilty of abandoning 
nearly 60 exotic animals. Salt Lake County Animal Services and the Utah 
Division of Wildlife Resources took in the animals from Dix’s most recent place of 
employment in Midvale after his boss called saying he couldn’t care for the 
animals. Dix claims he had a heart attack six days ago and had to undergo 
quadruple bypass surgery. Police are investigating the situation and deciding 
whether his action amount to a criminal case. 

Prostitution Ring Bust (Aired 02/07/2018 @ 9pm, 2:15 minutes) – Two people 
are now facing prostitution charges after police raided a massage parlor in 
Millcreek. 2News was the only station on scene as police confiscated items from 
the business, which police say has only been operating for a month or two.  This 
story explains how tips from neighboring businesses and an undercover 
operation led to the bust.  It also shows viewers what police are doing to try and 
keep this kind of massage parlors out our state and explains what criminal 
charges could be filed against the business owner.

Cache County Sodomy Arrest (Aired 02/08/2018 @ 9pm, 2:30 minutes) – One 
man in Cache County is accused of sexually abusing several children and two 
dogs. 19-year-old Christopher Vandam was taken into police custody and is now 
facing multiple counts of sodomy of a child, sex abuse of a child, sexual battery 
and bestiality.  Police say they know of at least five victims ranging in age from 
four to 13-years-old.  Investigators believe the abuse has been going on for 
several years.  This story lets viewers know this man is being accused of some 



seriously disturbing crimes, explains why police think there could be more victims 
and give viewers information about what to do if they know someone who may 
have been victimized.

Stolen baby goats (Aired 2/12/2018 @ 7pm for 2 minutes) – The search is on 
for six young goats that were stolen from a Salt Lake City farm during the night. 
The owner, Dan Hinckley, is concerned for his goats because they are still bottle 
fed, and will get very loud when they get hungry. Hinckley says in the meantime; 
he plans to install surveillance cameras throughout the farm. He is also offering a 
reward for information leading to find the kid goats.  

Saratoga Spring crash (Aired 2/12/2018 @ 7pm for 2 minutes) – One person is 
dead and another injured after an accident in Saratoga Springs. Police say the 
driver lost control, rolled the car, and smashed into a telephone pole. The driver 
died. The female passenger was taken by ambulance to the hospital. Rocky 
Mountain Power was called to the scene to restore the power. The road is 
expected to be shut down for several hours. 

Elk Chopper Crash (Aired 2/13/2018 @ 7pm, 2:00 minutes) An up close look at 
the helicopter that was brought down by an elk in Summit County. Officials say 
those inside the crashed chopper, feel lucky to be alive. The two men were 
helping DWR capture and track elk. They were just 10 feet above the ground 
when they shot a net onto the elk. The animals jumped, hitting the back rotor, 
sending the helicopter to the ground. The viewer gets to see the helicopter crash 
scene, and hear exactly how the trip from the sky, ended with a crash on the 
ground.

West Valley City shooting (Aired 2/13/2018 @ 7pm for 2 minutes) – One 
person was killed after gun shots broke out in a West Valley City neighborhood. 
The shooting happened at 3500 west and Parkway Boulevard. Two other people 
were also injured by gunfire, and taken to the hospital. A witness tells 2news the 
shooting happened following an argument between two neighbors. The shooting 
is under investigation. 

South Salt Lake shooting (Aired 2/13/2018 @ 7pm for 2 minutes) – A 16-year-
old boy was shot and critically injured as he was walking home from school. The 
boy was just two homes away from the school when he was shot right outside a 
house on a sidewalk. The shooter is at large. The motive is under investigation. 



Helicopter crash (Aired 2/13/2018 @ 7pm for 2 minutes) – Wasatch County 
Search and Rescue teams who responded to a chopper crash that was caused 
by an elk couldn’t believe the crew on board walked away with just scratches and 
bruises. The two-man crew had been contracted through Utah’s Division of 
Wildlife resources to help track and capture elk. The pilot was flying less than 10 
feet above the ground when the gunner shot the net onto the elk. However, it 
didn’t drop the animal to the ground like it was supposed to and the elk somehow 
hit the back rotor. The chopper was send to the ground. The elk was killed. 

Carver Mortuary (Aired 2/14/2018 @ 7pm, 2:00 minutes) Four people are facing 
charges in connection with a South Salt Lake mortuary that was shut down and is 
under review by the State of Utah. Dozens of criminal counts of unlawful conduct 
have been filed against all four defendants. Carver Mortuary was briefly shut 
down by the state after former employees came forward, reporting that the 
mortuary mixed ashes and some people were unlicensed to work there. The 
mortuary was allowed to re-open but under a new operating agreement. The 
viewer learns the latest on the high-profile case that affected a lot of funerals in 
Utah. 

Avalanche survivor (Aired 2/14/2018 @ 7pm for 2 minutes) A Utah 
snowmobiler is lucky to be alive after buried under five feet of snow for 22 
minutes. Michael Johnson was with two other friends in the Wyoming mountains 
when he accidentally triggered an avalanche. His friends did not see him get 
buried, but set off an SOS. His friends dug him out on their own. Johnson hopes 
his story of survival in the backcountry hopes to encourage other snowmobilers 
to travel with beacons. 

Child Sex Sting (aired 2/19/18 @ 7pm, 1 minute 15 seconds) – A week long 
operation led to the arrest of six men accused of soliciting sex with who they 
thought were 13-year-old girls. Police had arrested six men but they were also 
looking for 5 other people involved. They knew that one of the suspects was on 
his way from California and police thought he was going to attempt to kidnap one 
of the girls. They did not know that the girls were actually 19 and 20 and were 
part of an undercover multi-agency operation. The goal of the agency is to catch 
people who are willing to solicit sex with a minor. This has been an issue in many 
of the small communities in southern and central Utah. This was significant 
because it brought attention to a major issue in the state and it told viewers about 
the operation police are setting up to catch these suspects. Informing viewers 
about the operation to catch predators brings hope to parents because they see 



that police are doing their part to make sure that these predators don’t come near 
their children.

Sunset Fire Response (Aired 02/21/2018 @ 9pm, 2:30 minutes) – The North 
Davis Fire Department is responding to criticism online regarding a fatal fire in 
Sunset.  Many people have taken to social media saying if the city of Sunset still 
had its own department, firefighters could have got there faster. But North Davis 
officials say crews arrived in less than four minutes and that is well within the 
national requirement.  The story gives the fire department an opportunity to 
defend themselves against the online chatter and explains why Sunset got rid of 
the fire department in the first place.   Our report also gives those worried about 
not having a fire department in the city a chance to express their safety concerns

Sandy Credit Card Fraud (Aired 02/21/2018 @ 9pm, 2:30 minutes) – A credit 
card fraud case in Sandy has investigators stumped after the victims’ money 
went missing but they still had possession of their cards.  Surveillance video 
shows the suspect standing at an ATM where he is accused of stealing the 
money from people's bank accounts without ever putting their ATM card in the 
machine.  This story explains how this could happen, what viewers can do to 
protect themselves and let's viewers know that police need their help finding the 
suspect.

Southwest Plane Catches Fire (Aired 2/22/2018 @ 7pm, 2:00 minutes) A 
terrifying experience in the skies above Salt Lake City, when a plane engine 
catches fire. Now, an investigation is underway, of what went wrong. The 
Southwest flight had just left Salt Lake and was headed to Los Angeles when 
passengers say flames erupted from the engine. Another plane was brought in 
and passengers all arrived safely in LA. The viewers heard from passengers who 
were on the flight, that said the Southwest crew calmly handled the incident. 

School Resource Officers (Aired 2/23/2018 @ 7pm for 2 minutes) - School 
resource officers in Utah say the number one priority of their job is to run towards 
the sound of bullets, not away from them. The reaction comes after news of a 
school officer in Florida who stayed outside during the deadly high school 
massacre instead of running inside to help. Officers in Utah said they are also 
equipped to train with AR-15s, the very same assault rifle that was used in the 
Florida shooting. 



Golfer struck by lightning (Aired 2/23/2018 @ 7pm for 2 minutes) – A man in 
his 30’s was struck by lightning on the Sunbrook Golf Course in St. George. The 
man was responsive and breathing immediately after the strike, but had stopped 
breathing when first responders arrived. Crews performed CPR on the golf 
course, and then taken to the hospital in critical condition. His condition was 
upgraded to stable condition, and flown to a Salt Lake City area hospital. 

Missing man found (Aired 2/27/2018 @ 7pm for 2 minutes) - Unified Police 
used surveillance cameras from homeowners and businesses to track the 
movements of 20-year-old Tanner Oblad, who walked away from his home 
Wednesday morning. That led police to his body, which was found near 
Friendship trail on the southside of Herriman. Police are now considering reports 
that he may have gotten into a pickup truck and drove away with someone. His 
body is now with the medical examiner’s office to determine a cause of death.  

Harrisville cold case (Aired 2/27/2018 @ 7pm for 2 minutes) -The Weber 
County Sheriff’s Office is working to solve two 35-year-old cold cases they now 
believe are connected. Weber County investigators are revisiting the cases, 
hoping something new will stand out. Joyce Tina Gallegos was last seen on 
August 11, 1982. Four days later, Gabrielle Di Stefano disappeared. The Sheriff’s 
Office determined the bullets that killed both women came from the same gun. 
Now detectives are combing through evidence, hoping DNA testing will provide 
more answers.

Kanab school scare (Aired 2/28/2018 @ 7pm for 2 minutes) - Police are quickly 
trying to determine whether there's a connection between two teens in custody 
and a threat of violence made towards Kanab High School Monday. Police don’t 
know who called in the tip, but are investigating two suspects. Police say those 
two teens were carrying a bag of some kind that had four stolen handguns taken 
from a residence in Kanab. In the meantime, the police department has more 
police present at the high school.

Hit-and-run arrest (Aired 2/28/2018 @ 7pm for 2 minutes) – After weeks of 
searching for a suspect in a hit-and-run that involved a long boarder, the victim 
solved his own case. Austin Bryson’s brother noticed the damage to a car sitting 
outside his home and reported it to police. After investigating, police interviewed 
and arrested Roberto Gutierrez for failure to remain at an accident involving 
serious injury. It is believed Gutierrez had just been given a job at a restaurant 
two buildings down from Bryson's apartment.



Go Fund Me Fraud Arrest (Aired 03/01/2018 @ 9pm, 2:30 minutes) – A Utah 
woman is now facing several fraud charges for allegedly tricking a grieving family 
out of thousands of dollars. Police say Deborah Hatch offered to start a go-fund-
me for a Tooele family whose baby died to help raise money for funeral 
expenses.  She also offered to enlist the help of a lawyer but the lawyer she 
claimed to hire never was contacted.  Hatch is accused of taking 15-hundred 
dollars from the family for "legal cost." This story serves as a warning to our 
viewers about the dangers of donating to online fundraisers and explains what 
you can do to protect yourself from becoming a victim.

ICAC Technology (Aired 03/01/2018 @ 9pm, 2:30 minutes) – Catching a 
predator is no easy task but technology is helping local investigators speed up 
the process. "Project Vic" is one of the tools agencies around the country are 
using including here in Utah.  It’s a database that allows Internet Crimes Against 
Children Task Forces to share information and then uses software to magnify 
images and videos.  Once those images are enlarged investigators can look for 
clues that can lead them to the suspect.  This story explains how "Project Vic" 
recently helped nab a suspect with victims in Utah and let's our viewers know 
how law enforcement is working to make sure these predators are taken off the 
streets.

Deadly Trax accident (Aired 3/2/2018 @ 7pm for 2 minutes) – A woman that 
was hit by a Trax train died from her injuries. The woman was hit near 400 south 
and 900 east. Police identified her as a 57-year-old woman. Investigators 
remained on scene through the evening, and warned it would impact Trax trains 
throughout the night. 

SLC Sex Offender Arrest (Aired 03/02/2018 @ 9pm, 2:30 minutes) – Salt Lake 
City investigators are working to determine if there are more victims of a man 
who reportedly admitted to sexually abusing children.  Police say the man in 
question was asked about the allegations against him and he confessed to 
sexually abusing multiple people.  According to court documents, James 
Crawford was charged with sodomy of a child four years ago but the case was 
dismissed.  This story lets our viewers know that Crawford has been arrested, 
explains why his previous case was dropped and lets people know what to do if 
they feel someone they know has been victimized by the suspect.



Pineview High Threat: (Aired 03/06/2018 @ 7pm, 2 minutes) We learned a 
teen, accused of placing a bomb at a southern Utah high school is now facing 
charges. Reporter DJ Bolerjack was live. Police say they found evidence in the 
teen’s home that connected him to two separate incidents. After interviewing the 
teen, police say he confessed. 

Terror in Utah (aired 3/6/18 @ 9pm on KJZZ, 1 minute 25 seconds) – A high 
school student in Hurricane, Utah made a terroristic threat and was arrested in 
connection with supporting ISIS. This issue had many parents concerned about 
whether or not their children would be lured into their propaganda and the 
reporter spoke to a terrorism expert about this issue. They said if your child is 
younger, then parents can keep an eye on the computer and it becomes more 
difficult when they get older to always keep track of your children. They also 
made sure to let parents know that ISIS is very clever when it comes to 
marketing and they are masters at targeting supporters. He also said that social 
media platforms need to look at the issue of free speech and they need to look 
into when that speech endangers and incites those who view it. This story was 
significant because it was an issue that people all over Utah and the nation were 
talking about and this was the first time that an issue like terrorism had been 
discussed in Utah. The story brought awareness to this issue and it told parents 
what they need to look for when they are looking at their child’s use of social 
media.

Stolen property found (Aired 3/7/2018 @ 7pm for 2 minutes) – South Salt Lake 
Police hope to return stolen property after busting a home that had been 
collecting stolen goods. Police found hundreds of thousands of dollars’ worth of 
trailers, boats, jet skis and cars. Anthony Lee Cantrell has been charged with 14 
counts of receiving stolen property, but more charges are likely. South Salt Lake 
police said they will contract owners on their stolen property once identified. 

Man crushed (Aired 3/9/2018 @ 7pm for 2 minutes) – An employee with Black 
Rock Construction died after he was crushed on site. Police said 46-year-old 
Russell Andrews of Salt Lake City was working in a trench when a piece of 
concrete came loose. It fell on the man and crushed him. Construction crews 
were building a storm drain for an orthodontics office in Sandy.

Video games & violence (Aired 3/9/2018 @ 7pm for 2 minutes) – Gamers in 
Utah don’t believe there is a relationship between video games and violence. 
They are responding to a White House meeting where President Trump met with 



members of the video game industry to discuss the topic. Utah gamers says 
numerous scientific studies show there is no connection. They, instead, point to 
better education for parents about what types of games their children are 
bringing into their homes. 

Stolen Mail (Aired 03/09/2018 @ 9pm, 2:15 minutes) – Police are sorting 
through mail that was stolen from hundreds of Utah families. The suspect, 
Landen Warr, is accused of stealing the mail in the middle of the night and then 
using the people’s credit cards to rack up thousands of dollars in charges.  
Officers even say they recovered several of the victim’s W-2 statements and 
many people may not even know they are victims.  This story explains how police 
were able to catch the suspect, lets viewers know if they are missing mail this 
may be why and what people can do if they think Warr has victimized them.

Angilau Ruling Reaction (Aired 03/09/2018 @ 9pm, 2:30 minutes) – The long 
court fight over a controversial video, that shows the fatal shooting of a Utah man 
inside a local courtroom is now over.  A judge ruled the public has a right to see 
that video, which will be released fist thing in the morning.  While this was a win 
for the media coalition fighting for the video, the family of the man shot and killed 
lost their court battle today.  The same judge dismissed their wrongful death 
lawsuit.  This story updates our viewers on a story we have been following for 
years, gives the man’s family an opportunity to react to both rulings and lets 
people at home know when they can see the shooting video for themselves.

Stranded Snowmobiler (Aired 03/12/2018 @ 7pm, 2:00 minutes) Stranded in 
the back country for five days and four nights. A 60-year-old survivor is now 
recovering in the hospital. The Sheriff’s office tells us that David Hale ran out of 
gas Friday night and was stranded in the mountains east of Heber. With no food, 
or water, deputies say he ate snow to survive. Rescue crews feared the worst, 
but were thrilled when they spotted Hale waving. The viewer hears the amazing 
story of survival, that beat the odds in Utah’s winter weather.

Snowmobiler Rescued (Aired 3/13/2018 @ 7pm for 2 minutes) – A 60-year-old 
man was rescued after stranded for four nights on Heber Mountain. David Hales 
was discovered by two Wasatch County Search and Rescue pilots when search 
efforts began for him Monday night. Hales reportedly left his cabin Friday and ran 
out of gas when he took the wrong turn. He was reported missing Sunday. Hales 
was transported to the hospital in good condition. 



Dog attack (Aired 3/13/2018 @ 7pm for 2 minutes) – A 7-year-old St. George girl 
is recovering after she was attacked by a dog that took off her nose. The young 
girl was playing in the backyard at a friend’s house when the attack happened. 
According to police, the child called the dog over and then attacked her. Police 
say dogs are constantly nipping at kids’ faces, but the severity of the little girl’s 
injuries are unusual. The dog’s owner is now facing charges. The dog could also 
be euthanized.

Drowning Save (Aired 3/14/2018 @ 7pm for 2 minutes) – Two young St. George 
girls are called heroes after they saved a 6-year-old who was drowning in their 
community pool. St. George Police say the girls jumped in, lifted the child out of 
the water, and then informed adults to perform CPR. The 6-year-old was taken to 
the hospital where she is recovering. She is expected to be released soon and 
make a full recovery. 


