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STATION KCEC HAS ASCERTAINED THAT THE FOLLOWING 

ISSUES ARE MATTERS OF CONCERN TO THE COMMUNITY IT SERVES: 

 

 

1. MARIJUANA/IMPACT IN THE COMMUNITY 

2.  LICENSE FOR UNDOCUMENTED 

3. LOCAL CRIME 

4. IMMIGRATION 

5. EDUCATION/ SCHOOL PROGRAMS 

6. FLOODS/WEATHER IMPACTS 

7. FOOD FOR KIDS 

8. COMMUNITY ISSUES 

9. LOCAL POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT 

10. STREETS SAFETY 
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STATION KCEC ADDRESSED THE ISSUES IT 

HAS DETERMINED ARE OF CONCERN IN THE  

FOLLOWING PROGRAMS, NEWS PROGRAMS, AND 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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ISSUE: 

MARIJUANA/IMPACT IN THE COMMUNITY 

 

Pot Intoxication Death  

Program: 5 PM Evening News 

When: April 2, 2014  

Description of Program: 

The medical forensic office revealed today, Wednesday, that the primary reason why Levy 

Thamba of 19 years fell from the second floor of the Holiday Inn in Stapleton, was because of an 

over dosage of marijuana. This young man was studying in Wyoming and was a native of the 

Congo Republic. He ingested an edible cookie of marijuana and since he was not familiar with 

the effects of the drug, he fell from the balcony of his bedroom losing his life hours after. A 

death that leaves the community concerned, according to a resident of Denver. At the time of his 

death, Thamba had a concentration of marijuana of 7.2 nanograms of THC in his blood. The 

state limit that determines a person is not capable of driving is of 5 nanograms.     

 

Marijuana Money 

Program: 10 PM Evening News 

When: May 8, 2014 

Description of Program:  

The projection in the marijuana industry is very strong this year and our construction has been 

generating a lot of jobs and growth in the city which will bring us more money that can be spent 

and invested in other activities. This year, about 40,000 homes are predicted to be constructed. 

The demand for homes to either buy or rent is going up in the state of Colorado. Many want to 

move to Colorado for the industry of marijuana and its benefits, some for medical reasons and 

many others for the recreational freedom. The marijuana industry is projected to generate 250 

million dollars annually in sales and this will generate millions of dollars in taxes for the state.    
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ISSUE: 

LICENSE FOR UNDOCUMENTED 

 

 

Drivers License Update PKG 

Program: 10 PM Evening News  

When: April 28, 2014 

Description of Program:  

This is a reality that would change the lives of many undocumented immigrants. The 

requirements for obtaining a drivers license are: valid identity papers from your country of 

origin, demonstrate that you have lived in Colorado for at least two continuous years and 

documents of your payments to state and federal taxes. The exam will be in English; therefore 

people will be able to take an interpreter to help translate. Let’s take into account that the 

licenses will be identity documents but will not be considered as legal residency documents in 

the United States therefore the license cannot be used to board airplanes or request public 

benefits.  

 

License for Undocumented 

Program: 10 PM Evening News 

When: May 28, 2014 

Description of Program:  

Just two months before the entry of the law known as licenses for all, the number of offices 

where people will be able to make their appointments and request it could result in complications 

for many Colorado residents. That is because only 5 of the 37 offices of the department of motor 

vehicles will be granting the licenses. Barbara Brohl, executive director of the department of 

motor vehicles, DMV by its acronym in English, explains why they decided to transact the 

licenses in a reduced number of offices. Barbara said “We want to make sure that we are 

developing this program efficiently and carefully and that our employees, who will be serving 

this portion of the population, are well prepared.”  
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ISSUE: 

LOCAL CRIME 

 

 

Raped by Family 

Program: 5 PM News  

When: May 13, 2014 

Description of Program:  

After being sexually abused by six brothers during ten years, the now adolescent, raised her 

voice and reports the repugnant abuses to the authorities of protection services to minors of 

Colorado Springs. Originating from North Carolina, the brothers Jackson between the ages of 18 

and 27, like their parents John and Nita Jackson, face charges of violation of a minor, sexual 

abuse and child abuse. The parents of the minors knew what was happening and never reported 

it. The investigation of the case started a little over a year in the county Perquimans in North 

Carolina. It was then that the family described by its neighbors as “rare” moved to Colorado. 

Rosa Vergil from the organization “Fresh Start” explains why in many of these cases the parents 

are also guilty as the attackers by not reporting such a serious crime as a violation.  

 

Robberies in Greenwood Village 

Program: 10 PM Evening News  

When: April 9, 2014 

Description of Program:  

A wave of home thefts has been unleashed in the last days in Greenwood Village. This has 

residents under alert in this residential zone, which is considered quite safe, as these types of 

crimes are very rare. According to the police department at least four houses were raided 

between March 31 and April 7
th

.  The thefts took place during the day and the first hours of the 

afternoon. The suspects enter the homes forcing the doors and the stolen objects include small 

electronic devices which are easy to carry, jewelry, and other household items. Police believe 

that all these thefts are related.   
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ISSUE: 

IMMIGRATION 

 

 

End Quotas for Beds in Detention Centers 

Program: 10 PM Evening News 

When: June 2, 2014 

Description of Program:  

According to statistics published by the “Detention Watch Network” the service of immigration 

and customs control, holds a minimum of 34 thousand immigrants per day. Many of them in 

private detention centers like the one located in Aurora. Centers that charge a fee for a bed of at 

least 122 dollars per day money that comes from the pockets of the taxpayers. This afternoon, 

dozens of pro immigrants and community leaders marched towards the offices of the center of 

detention GEO in Aurora asking for an end to the so called Quota for a Bed.    

 

ACLU on Immigration Detainers 

Program: 10 PM Evening News 

When: April 30
th

, 2014 

Description of Program:  

The sheriff of the county of Denver, Gary Wilson, announced today that this city will unite to the 

growing areas of Colorado that have decided in the last two days, to reject the claims of ICE of 

stopping residents without criminal orders or legal justification. “The majority of people will not 

have contact with ICE for cases at local levels, in the past between four and six thousand people 

were deported every year in Colorado for just coming in contact with local police.” Some of the 

counties that will change such politics are Boulder, Mesa, Routt, Jefferson, Grand, the county of 

San Miguel and Denver.  
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ISSUE: 

EDUCATION/ SCHOOL PROGRAMS 

 

 

The Colorado Kinder System 

Program: 10 PM Evening News 

When: May 30, 2014 

Description of Program:  

In its first year, the program “The Colorado System” has transformed the lives of Hispanic 

students from the schools Garden Place and Swansea Elementary in Denver. This free musical 

program provides instruments and musical instruction to students of low resources that do not 

have the opportunity to demonstrate their music talents. The program “The Colorado System” is 

offering several free music camps during the summer to students from first grade to twelve 

grades.   

 

DPS “Teacher in Home” Program 

Program: 10 PM Evening News 

When: May 19, 2014 

Description of Program:  

The free English program “MATT or Teacher in Home” helped more than 677 parents graduate 

with a certificate that verifies their basic knowledge of English, during 2013. According to 

promoters, this is a practical and indispensable English course for parents of Hispanic origin. A 

certificate with a very particular objective, after finishing the term of 36 weeks of learning at 

home students have the opportunity of taking an exam that will benefit them in various aspects. 

This year, public schools of Denver and the program “Teacher in Home” granted more than 5000 

free English courses and invite all participants to take the exam.    
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ISSUE: 

FLOODS/WEATHER IMPACTS 

 

 

Flood Concerns 

Program: 5 PM News 

When: May 8, 2014 

Description of Program:  

The rainy season in our state has begun. Along with it comes great concern for residents of the 

village of Lyons, which was heavily affected by historic floods from the past September. More 

than 50 families have asked the government to buy their homes so that they can leave Lyons 

forever. If a severe storm would be present, the growth of the river St. Vrain would once again 

devastate at least 2000 residents in Lyons. According to authorities of the city, if this would 

happen, residents would have a notice to prepare and evacuate their homes in a period of 20 

minutes. After the heavy rains and floods from September, the ground was left extremely 

saturated from the water and is very prone to a landslide. At the moment, residents are relying on 

the sand bags to protect them in case of unexpected storms. 

 

Mudslide Update 

Program: 10 PM Evening News 

When: May 26, 2014 

Description of Program:  

A mudslide in the county of Mesa left three men missing. Rescuers search for the missing 

persons possibly driven by a huge mudslide that happened on Sunday afternoon in our state. 

According to authorities the three men have been identified, Clancy Nichols of 51 years, his son 

Danny Nichols of 24 years and Wes Hawkins of 46 years who disappeared close to Collbran. 

Torrential rains in the area during the weekend probably contributed to the cause of the 

mudslide, according to authorities. The authorities described the area as unstable and estimate 

that an entire mountain will be sliding during most of the day.  
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ISSUE:  

FOOD FOR KIDS 

 

 

Hunger Free Colorado 

Program: 10 PM Evening News 

When: June 5, 2014 

Description of Program:  

The summer vacations tend to be filled with joy for many children because they can enjoy long 

days playing outdoors either in a park or in their house. Unfortunately for many of the young 

ones in our area, their greatest concern is knowing where they will be having their next break 

feast or lunch when schools are closed during the summer months. Michelle Ray from Hunger 

Free Colorado said, “Hunger is a major problem in Colorado, and our state actually has one of 

the fastest growing rates of child poverty, and it is estimated that about 1 of every 5 children 

have experienced hunger.” This is why organizations in Colorado make free summer meal 

programs across the state with the purpose of children having what to eat during that time.  

 

First Lady on School Lunches 

Program: 10PM Evening News 

When: May 27, 2014 

Description of Program: 

What millions of children have for break feast in public schools of the country has turned into 

the center of a political battle. Gathered with nutritionists from school districts of different states, 

the first lady Michelle Obama criticized a proposal in the congress, to soften a requirement of 

schools serving nutritious meals to their students. Michelle Obama said,” The last thing we can 

do now is to play politics with the health of our children.” A law that was approved in Congress 

in 2010 forces schools to serve more fruits and vegetables and whole grains and limit the meals 

with a lot of salt, oil, and sugar.  
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ISSUE: 

COMMUNITY ISSUES 

 

 

 

Beer Ban in Public Parks 

Program: 10 PM Evening News 

When: April 9, 2014 

Description of Program:   

The proposal of law that seeks to prohibit drinking beer in Washington Park in Denver is being 

debated. This proposal seeks according to some councilors; avoid what is being done every day. 

Streets that transform into public urinals and people who leave waste such as bottles and cans of 

beer and garbage in different areas of the park. According to the office of parks and recreations 

of Denver, in the last year they have given 12 thousand warning notifications to people who have 

broken the law. Only beers with a 3.2 percentage of alcohol are allowed to be consumed in the 

parks. A regular beer in a liquor store contains 5.5 percentage of alcohol and there are beers with 

up to a 12 percent level of alcohol.  

 

Spend $1.8 million in Taxpayer Funds Increase Police Patrols  

Program: 10 PM Evening News 

When: June 23, 2014 

Description of Program:  

With a vote of 12 in favor and 0 against, the Municipal Council of Denver adopted this 

afternoon, the petition by Mayor Michael Hancock to add an additional 1.8 million per year to 

increase patrols in the center of the city, in spite the opposition on behalf of the community. 

Tania Soto Valenzuela from the Progressive Coalition of Colorado says, “That money can be 

used in a better way, be able to provide living to people who don’t have one, like that live in the 

16
th

 street mall, giving them water, giving them access to public baths, therefore, we believe the 

money should be spent in an agenda that the community supports.” It is within the plan to 

incorporate 10 more police officials, starting with extra shifts while new employees are hired. 

They will be responsible for providing greater vigilance in the Ballpark neighborhood, the lower 

part of downtown and along 16
th

 street because these are the areas where there have been more 

crime problems lately.      
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ISSUE: 

POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT 

 

Raise the Wage 

Program: 5 PM News 

When: April 23, 2014 

Description of Program:  

 

Senators and community leaders today joined the national tour that will travel 20 states, titled “For a 

Raise” and arrived in Denver today, in order to make a call to republican congressmen Mike Coffman and 

Cory Gardner to support a bill that promotes the increase of the minimum wage to ten dollars with ten 

cents. The average salary to survive in Denver is of 19,275 dollars per year, which would cover the 

payment of housing, medical care, transportation, and food. If full-time workers made ten dollars an hour, 

his or her annual salary would be 21 thousand dollars a year. The minimum wage at national level has 

maintained the same since 2009 meanwhile the prices of food, gas, public services, and basic necessities 

continue to increase and may continue to do so if the minimum wage increases.   

 

Juvenile Council 

Program: 10PM Evening News 

When: May 22, 2014 

Description of Program:  

 

Children and adolescents arrested for crimes committed in Colorado now have guaranteed advice from a 

lawyer every time they face a judge and this is thanks to the enactment of a law by the governor of the 

state. During the last ten years, more than forty percent of teens involved in cases of juvenile delinquency 

in Colorado did not count with the representation of a defense counsel at any stage in their case. With 

such law, the minors now have access to a lawyer from the first hearing after they are arrested, as well as 

having either a private attorney or legal lawyer at any hearing where a judge determines whether the 

accused should be released, while the case is pending.     

 

Perspectiva Nacional 

Program: Washington, DC – Show #14 2014 (WFDC) 

When: April 5-6, 2014, 2014 

 

It's been 30 years since there was a significant raise to the minimum wage. This is one of the arguments 

from the Obama administration and labor unions, supporting a proposal to increase the minimum wage 

from $ 7.25 to $ 10.10 an hour by 2016. This is the issue at hand in our show this week, as we speak 

with the Secretary of Labor, Tom Perez, whom the White House has given the task to lobby in favor to 

the increase. He will tell us that the current minimum wage has fallen behind in comparison to the cost of 

living and that even those who work full-time, they still need federal aid to make ends meet. For the labor 

unions, represented in this show by Kelly Fay Rodriguez, spokesman from the powerful AFL- CIO 

federation, the issue is one of social justice as well, since women are the most affected by these unfair 

wages. 
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ISSUE: 

STREETS SAFETY 

 

 

Jaywalking Tickets 

Program: 10 PM Evening News 

When: April 8, 2014 

Description of Program:  

Behind the rising tide of hit and runs that have happened in streets like Federal Boulevard, 

authorities are taking matters into their hands and pedestrians are now observed more than ever. 

Irresponsible pedestrians, fined. Fine, for those who do not cross the streets correctly. Fine, for 

those who want to save time and cheat while crossing the streets. Fine, no matter how you say it 

or how you prefer to dominate it, if you commit these imprudence’s in the streets you will be 

fined by the police up to 95 dollars.    

 

Aurora Hit & Run Suspect Wife Fire Dpt. 

Program: 10 PM Evening News 

When: May 15, 2014 

Description of Program:  

The authorities have been investigating the hit and run that the wife of the chief of the fire 

department in Aurora caused. According to police, Adriene Garcia crashed with her Nissan 

Pathfinder against a Hyundai on Yale and Peoria in Aurora and fled the scene of the accident to 

find her vehicle 6 miles from the scene of the tragedy. The police also signaled that the driver of 

the Hyundai vehicle, who was with two children, did not have the respective safety seats which 

led one of them to have serious injuries. Situations like these make us think about the importance 

of not only using the seatbelt when driving but to protect children by using the according safety 

seats.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


