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WVMR Most Significant Issues 
2nd Quarter – April Through June 2021 

 

 

We aired national news broadcasts from NPR News at the top of each hour during our Morning Drive 
(6-10 a.m.) and Evening Drive (3-6 p.m.) as well as at the beginning and end of our Noon Hour 
Magazine (12 and 1 p.m.).  At the bottom of each hour during the Morning and Evening Drive-times, 
we alternated airing state news reports from the Virginia News Network (VNN) and WV Metro News.  
VNN news also aired at 12:30, during Noon Hour Magazine, and WV Metro News aired at 12:55.  
These programs run Monday through Friday.  We also carried NPR National News at Noon on 
Saturday and Sunday.  Our local news stories aired after NPR News at the beginning of Noon Hour 
Magazine.  They would then repeat at the top and bottom of each hour during the Evening Drive and 
the following day’s Morning Drive.  Here is a summary of the most significant issues covered in our 
local news this quarter. 

County Government 

 

We aired reports from each meeting of the Pocahontas County Commission and reported the agenda 
for each meeting the day before. County Commission reports this quarter aired on 4/7, 4/27 (Ops 
Ctr), 5/25 (towing ordinance confusion), 6/2 (opp to NIOSH mine in Mace), and 6/29 (flood maps).  
 
Court /Crime/Breaking News  
 
Election Stories  
  
News Briefs  
    
Education 
 

We aired reports from Board of Education meetings this quarter and aired agendas for each meeting 
the day of the meeting. Board of Education reports this quarter aired on 4/4, 4/29 (Levy), 5/20 
(Student accused of giving drug sign), and 6/9.  
 
We air occasional interviews with the Pocahontas County Superintendent of Schools, Terrence 
Beam.  It allows Mr. Beam to expand on topics important to the county students and their families.  
During this quarter, these stories aired on 6/17 and 6/18.  
 
On 4/22, we aired a story about the Pocahontas County high school students who are on the 
“Warriors Above the Influence” poster this year.  These students are role models for their peers in 
terms of avoiding drugs and alcohol as well as leadership.  
 
On 6/8, we aired an interview with Green Bank librarian Hallie Herold about a grant the library has 
received to improve their outdoor space. They will have a public meeting on June 30th to gather input 
from the community on what improvements the community would like to see.  
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Agriculture and Environment 

 

Each day, during Noon Hour Magazine, we aired a regionally-produced three-minute news magazine 
feature about topics related to agriculture. Agriculture is a major industry in our listening area, and 
being produced in the Shenandoah Valley, On the Farm Radio, is relevant to our listeners.  
 
We air periodic features by volunteer reporter Jason Bauserman, our “Bartow Weatherman”.  He has 
been collecting weather information for many years, and his reports are a review of the weather 
conditions for the previous month.  This quarter his reports ran on 4/6, 5/14, and 6/7.  
 
On 4/21, we aired a story about the shelters reopening on the Appalachian Trail.  The shelters had 
been closed due to the pandemic in 2020.  Sections of the AT run through both Virginia and West 
Virginia.  
 
On 5/17, we aired a story about the upcoming WV Forest Farming Field Day at the Yew Mountain 
Center in Hillsboro.  This program seeks to teach residents how to grow forest products such as 
ginseng, goldenseal and ramps to earn income from their forested land.  
 
On 5/27, we aired a story about new trails in the Monongahela National Forest and activities planned 
at forest sites for Memorial Day. The Mon Forest is an important part of the tourism economy in 
Pocahontas County.  
 
On 6/9 and 6/10, we aired a two-part story about the WV Forest Farming Field Day at the Yew 
Mountain Center. The event was sold out and brought together several forest farming experts to 
teach participants about how to get started on their own land.  
 
Community  
 
During this quarter we began airing stories about the meetings of the Pocahontas County Broadband 
Council, an ad-hoc committee of government reps and local citizens to address the lack of quality 
broadband access in the county.  These stories aired on 4/16, 5/18, 6/1, 6/10 (lack of access getting 
national attention), and 6/25.  
 
On 4/20, we aired a story about the Make It Shine campaign to clean litter off of the county roads.  
Several local non-profit organizations have signed up to clean certain sections of local roads and will 
earn financial rewards that will be given to their organizations for each mile cleaned up.   
 
On 5/26, we aired a story about the history of the Howes Tannery in northern Pocahontas County.  
Now shuttered, the tannery was once one a very important employer in the county.  
  
 
People 
 
On 4/28, we aired an interview with Abby Dufour, AMR’s new evening drive time DJ.   
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Jobs and Development 
 

On 4/8, we aired an interview with Cara Rose, Executive Director of the Pocahontas County 
Convention and Visitors bureau about the status of the Hotel-Motel tax and the effects of the 
pandemic on lodging in the county.  
 
On 4/13 and 4/14, we aired a two-part story about the Mountain Transit Authority and their expanded 
routes that offer public transportation in Pocahontas County.  
 
On 4/15, we aired a story about the Federal Communications Commission encouraging people 
across the county to use a new app created to help people determine the level of broadband internet 
access in their area so that the FCC can get a better idea of where coverage is less than ideal.  
 
On 4/30, we aired another interview with Cara Rose, talking about the general outlook on tourism in 
the county for the spring and summer of 2021.  
 
On 6/21, we aired a story about the new Executive Director for the Greenbrier Valley Economic 
Development Corporation, Ruth Ann Beasley.  The GVEDC is the lead economic development 
agency for Pocahontas, Greenbrier and Monroe counties.  
 
On 6/24, we aired a story about a couple of electric car charging stations recently installed in the 
Marlinton area to allow residents and visitors the convenience of being able to recharge their electric 
and hybrid cars.  
 
Virginia Public Radio 
 
We have entered into an agreement with Virginia Public Radio to be able to rebroadcast stories 
produced by reporters who work for VPR.  This gives AMR an additional source of well-produced 
state news.  This quarter, these stories aired on 4/7, 4/28 (tracking COVID variants), 5/26 (Lyme 
disease on the increase), 6/2 (Indigenous art day), and 6/15.  
 
We occasionally air stories originally produced for West Virginia Public Broadcasting. During this 
quarter, these stories aired on 6/23 (Sheep to Shawl).   
 
Arts and Culture  
 
On 5/3, we aired a story about a locally produced podcast called “Buried Not Forgotten” about the 
suspicious disappearance and subsequent discovery of a young man’s body in a cave not far from 
Watoga State Park. The podcast seeks to explore the tragedy and other events that occurred around 
that time related to the investigation.   
 
On 5/27, we aired a story about the opening of the Discovery Junction stage and park in Marlinton, an 
outdoor performance space that has been in the planning for many years.  
 
On 6/16, we aired a story about two local musicians, Richard Hefner and Joanna Burt-Kinderman 
getting the opportunity to be the opening act for the band Danny Paisley & the Southern Bluegrass, a 
nationally known bluegrass group.  
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During this quarter we aired a movie review feature during Noon Hour Magazine on Monday’s called 
Reel Discovery.  This quarter the program aired on 4/5, 4/12, 4/19, 4/26, 5/3, 5/10, 5/17, 5/24, 5/31, 
6/7, 6/14, 6/21, and 6/28.   
 
During this quarter we aired a feature called Travelers In The Night, about asteroids, comets and 
other interstellar phenomena.  This feature aired on 4/1, 4/8, 4/15, 4/22, 4/29, 5/6, 5/13, 5/20, 5/27, 
6/3, 6/10, 6/17, and 6/24.   
 
This quarter we aired a feature called Recipe Roundup, featuring various recipes for all kinds of 
foods.  This feature is produced entirely by AMR staff. During this quarter this feature aired on 4/2, 
4/9, 4/16, 4/23, 4/30, 5/7, 5/14, 5/21, 6/4, 6/11, 6/18, and 6/25.  
 
  
Public Service Announcements 
 

Below is a list of Public Service Announcements aired this quarter: 
 
Education and Children 
 
WV FASFA Application Help    4/1 thru 6/30 

     

  
Health and Human Resources  
 

Healthcare.gov Special Enrollment  4/1 thru 5/15  
 
 
Benefits and Fundraisers  
 

  
Art, Culture, and Recreation 
 

Watoga Trail Challenge Race Volunteers  5/19 thru 6/30 
 
 

  

  


