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    WNBW QUARTERLY ISSUES 

            First Quarter 2018 

 

Through informal ascertainment by written and oral communication with 

community members, it was determined that among the concerns of the 

Gainesville Community at-large were the following issues: 

 

     

    Crime 

    Environment 

    Business 

    Education 

    Consumer Information 

    Weather 

    Health 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

    WNBW-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

 

Issue:    Consumer Information 

Program:   Alachua County Talks 

Type of Program:  Public Affairs half hour weekly 

Airdate:   Sundays, First Quarter 2018     

    January 1, 2018 through March 31, 2018 

Airtime:   Sundays, 5:30am plus various other available  

    times throughout the quarter 

Duration:   30 minutes 

Description:   This weekly program is a locally produced discussion  

    program concerning various issues in the community  

    and county.  It features people from our community who

    are involved in bettering our lives and those who live  

    here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

    WNBW-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

 

Issue:    Local Crime 

Program:   Police On Duty 

Type of Program:  Locally produced half hour with Police Department 

Airdate:   Saturdays and Sundays First Quarter 2018   

    January 1, 2018 through March 31, 2018 

Airtime:   Saturdays, 2:30am and Sundays 4:30am plus various 

    other times available throughout the quarter. 

Duration:   30 Minutes 

Description:   In cooperation with the Gainesville Police Department, 

    we air this locally-produced show featuring current  

    day-to-day problems that face this local law  agency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    WNBW-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

 

Issue:    Community Public Affairs 

Program:   Ilene Silverman Show 

Type of Program:  Public Affairs 

Airdate:   Sundays First Quarter 2018     

    January 1, 2018 through March 31, 2018 

Airtime:   6:30am and various other times when available 

Duration:   30 Minutes 

Description:   Ilene Silverman is a locally produced public affairs   

    program which covers a wide array of community issues, 

    including health, community events and community 

    programs benefitting our citizens. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    WNBW-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

 

Issues:   Crime/Health/Consumer Information/Political/  

    Education/Weather/Safety/Environment 

 

Program:   CBS4 News on NBC9 

Type of Program:  Daily half hour local News program 

Airdate:   Monday-Friday, First Quarter 2018    

    January 1, 2018 through March 31, 2018 

Airtime:   6pm and 11pm 

Duration:   30 Minutes 

Description:   See attached for details on specific issues covered  

    throughout the quarter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



ISSUE 
CRIME 
Jan. 15 
Three adults and two children were shot in the city of Alachua Monday night, a shooting police say was 
retaliation for a homicide that happened Sunday.  
Alachua Police Sgt. Jesse Sandusky says officers responded to 14223 NW 156th Place at 6:37 p.m. and 
found five patients. Authorities say the shooting appeared to have been a drive-by. 
One of the adult patients was transported to UF Health in critical condition and one was in serious 
condition, Alachua County Fire Rescue District Chief Joe Cox said. 
Cox said three victims, two of them children, sustained non-life-threatening injuries. Police said Tuesday 
the both juvenile victims and two adult victims are in stable condition while one adult remains in critical 
condition. 
Sandusky said the shooter remains at large. He said there are no suspects at this time but they do have a 
person of interest. 
UF Health says the hospital went on lockdown following the shootings. A representative says it's 
standard operating procedure when an unknown suspect is still on the loose.  
The shooting is just blocks from a park where a 27-year-old man was shot to death Sunday. Police say 
that shooting was the first homicide in Alachua in 10 years. Sandusky says they believe it was gang-
related. 
"We do believe that this shooting in retaliation to that incident that happened yesterday," Sandusky 
said. 

Jan. 22 
Dixie County Sheriff's deputies have charged a man with murder after they found the body of 26-year-
old Heather Lynn Lamb in a woods Monday morning. 
Deputies say they charged 27-year-old Albert Charles Wood of Gilchrist County with murder at 5 p.m. 
Monday. The arrest came hours after deputies found Lamb's body in a wooded area off County Road 
357 near Horseshoe Beach. 
Gilchrist County Sheriff's deputies started investigating Lamb's disappearance Saturday after a friend of 
hers told deputies a conversation with Wood made her worried about Lamb's safety. Deputies 
contacted Wood early Sunday morning and also became suspicious about his explanation and timeline 
of events, deputies say. Gilchrist County deputies say they searched Wood's home and car while 
investigators from both Gilchrist and Dixie County searched Dixie County. Deputies initially charged 
Wood with aggravated battery on Lamb, citing evidence and statements. 
Deputies searched Dixie County until 11 p.m. Sunday and then continued their search Monday morning. 
Deputies say they found Lamb's body in a wooded area off County Road 357. 
Wood's being held without bond at the Dixie County Jail. 

Feb. 13 
Gainesville Police say a suspect is in custody and a female hostage is safe after two male employees 
were shot to death inside the leasing office at Summer Place Villas Tuesday. 
Officer Ben Tobias said officers responded to the leasing office at 3316 SW 41st Place after receiving a 
911 call from a resident at 1:36 pm. The first officer found a bullet hole in one of the windows and the 
two victims inside the office, Tobias said. 
Tobias identified the victims Tuesday night as 28-year-old Jude Onyegbulam Osuji, Jr. and 61-year-old 
Robert Earl Brumbaugh, both employees at Summer Place. Tobias said they learned a 19-year-old 
woman, also an employee, was taken hostage from the scene. Her name has not been released. 
Investigators identified the suspect as 23-year-old Cedric Tremaine Plummer and said he lived at the 
complex. They heard he was likely traveling north on I-75 and alerted authorities in Georgia. Tobias said 



they were able to track Plummer and hostage electronically. Tobias announced at 3:30 p.m. that 
Plummer was taken into custody in Lowndes County, Georgia. Tobias said Georgia State Patrol and the 
Lowndes County Sheriff's Office stopped the vehicle on I-75. He was taken into custody and the woman 
was found safe inside the car. Tobias said they found a gun in the vehicle but are still trying to determine 
if it was the same gun used in the shootings. Investigators are traveling to Georgia to bring the woman 
back and to question Plummer, who's still being held in Georgia.  
“Law enforcement is all about teamwork,” said Tobias. “This afternoon, officers and investigators from 
GPD were able to work seamlessly with our brothers and sisters in Georgia to identify, locate, and arrest 
a homicide suspect in less than 2 hours from the time of dispatch. I’m proud to work alongside such a 
dedicated group of professionals.” 

March 7 
A Gainesville college student is among 14 men who police say traveled to Putnam County to have sex 
with underage children they thought they were meeting online. 
Putnam County Sheriff's deputies say the undercover sting, called "Operation Be Mine", began in early 
February. They say all 14 suspects, only one of whom was from Putnam County, traveled there to meet a 
minor between the ages of 11 and 14. Instead they were met by the Putnam County Sheriff's SWAT 
Team. 
Among those arrested were 23-year-old Austin Triplett of Gainesville; Brandon Riggs, a Department of 
Corrections Juvenile Detention Officer and a member of the Florida National Guard, and a man serving a 
life sentence for robbery. 
"Although only one suspect was from Putnam County, I hope this operation puts Putnam County on the 
map as a place where out-of-town predators are not welcome," Sheriff H.L. DeLoach said in a statement. 
"If you travel to Putnam County in hopes of victimizing our children, you will be targeted and you will be 
arrested.” 
Here are the men arrested in the sting: 
1. Austin Ezra Triplett (01/13/1995) College Student, Gainesville, FL 
• Traveled to have sex with a minor 
2. Devon Shaquiell Sherman (02/12/1995) Unemployed, Madison, FL 
• Traveled to have sex with a minor 
3. Brandon Riggs (07/04/1991) Florida Department of Corrections Juvenile Detention Officer, Member of 
the Florida Army National Guard, Trenton, FL 
• Traveled to have sex with a minor 
4. Wayne Douglas Rohn (08/04/1983) Mechanic, South Daytona, FL 
• Traveled to have sex with a minor 
5. Donald Lee Bell (10/13/1954) Retired, Summerfield FL 
• Traveled to have sex with a minor 
6. Joseph Furey Lusk (07/02/1974) Mechanic, Orlando, FL 
• Traveled to have sex with a minor 
7. Cade Hunter Collins (08/24/1999) Student, Hollister FL 
• Traveled to have sex with a minor 
8. Gary Edward Riley III (05/16/1995) Information Technology, Orlando FL 
• Traveled to have sex with a minor 
9. Michael Jeffrey Glenn (11/02/1982) Bartender, Jacksonville FL 
• Traveled to have sex with a minor 
10. Richard Dennison (05/12/1971), Transient, Jacksonville FL 
• Traveled to have sex with a minor 
11. Jeffrey Michael Byrum (01/31/1981) Unknown occupation, Unknown city of residence 
• Traveled to have sex with a minor 



12. Edward John Horn (06/16/1985) Marion County Florida Road Department Dunnellon FL 
• Solicited a minor for sex 
13. Gary Simo (10/18/1972), Currently serving life sentence for robbery in the Florida Department of 
Corrections at the South Bay Correctional Facility 
• Transmit pornography to a minor from a cell phone smuggled into the prison. 
14. Kenneth Richard Hillman (11/10/1963), Unemployed, from Homerville GA 
• Traveled to have sex with a minor 
The sheriff's office says it was assisted by several agencies, including the Gainesville Police Department, 
the Alachua County Sheriff's Office, the Palatka Police Department, the St. Johns County Sheriff's Office, 
the Clay County Sheriff's Office, the Orange Park Police Department, the Tallahassee Police Department 
and the United States Department of Homeland Security. 

 
BUSINESS 
JAN. 4 
Macy's announced today that its store at The Oaks Mall in Gainesville will be one of 11 to close in early 
2018. 
The store will launch a liquidation sale Monday and run for about eight to 12 weeks, when it will finally 
close. 
The closest remaining Macy's store is at the Paddock Mall in Ocala. A spokesperson says employees at 
the Oaks Mall store were told about the closing on Wednesday. 
"Macy’s shared this information with store associates on January 3, 2018, because they are important to 
our organization and we wanted to make sure they heard about this change from the company. Regular, 
non-seasonal employees who we are unable to place at nearby locations will be eligible for severance, 
including outplacement resources."ys closing 
A spokeswoman for General Growth Properties, which owns The Oaks Mall, declined an interview about 
the future of the mall but released the following statement: "While we are always sad to see tenants go, 
it brings an opportunity to bring new tenants, uses, etc. for the community. We're not ready to discuss 
plans yet but when we are we'll be sure to let you know." 
Customers on Wednesday told us they were shocked and disappointed to hear the news.  
"The high-end department store leaves only Dillard's and their prices are a lot higher than Macy's," said 
Regina Dicharia. "So, it's going to be hard for a lot of people." 
Macy's says the closings are coming despite a solid holiday shopping season. The retailer has been 
struggling as online retailers like Amazon.com flourish. Initially announced it would close 100 stores back 
in 2016. So far, 81 of those have been announced. The company says it intends to close about 19 more 
as leases or covenants expire.  
Macy's called it a difficult decision. 
"Macy’s is delighted to have served this community over the years. We deeply appreciate the loyalty of 
our customers and associates," it said in a statement.  
Macy's says it expects an annual savings of $300 million beginning in 2018, which it plans to reinvest in 
the business.  

JAN. 12 
Dillard's announced this week it's doubling its size at The Oaks Mall by buying new anchor space - the 
one soon to be vacated by Macy's. 
Macy's said last week it's store at The Oaks was expected to close by March. Dillard’s says it expects its 
new store to be open by November. 



Dillard's said its current location at the mall is 90,000 square feet. Adding the second store will expand 
its footprint to 180,000 square feet, and serve customers with a dual-anchor format. The company says 
it will expand its lineup of high-profile brands specifically tailored to Gainesville customer preferences. 
The store will feature the company's latest advances in store design, including open, inviting formats 
offering interactive shopping experiences, the company said in a statement. 
“We are happy to put our best foot forward for Gainesville with dramatically expanded offerings from a 
beautiful new location at The Oaks Mall, Dillard's Senior Vice President Chris Johnson said in the 
statement. "This purchase underscores our longstanding commitment to the market which began in 
1990. We look forward to many more years of high level service in Gainesville.” 

FEB. 13 
Celebration Pointe in Gainesville announced today it will be adding Tommy Hilfiger to its growing list of 
tenants. 
The Tommy Hilfiger store will be joining retailers such as Bass Pro Shop and Nike. 
An opening date has not been released yet. 
When finished, Celebration Pointe will feature 400,000 square feet of retailers and restaurants, as well 
as a Regal Cinema with luxury seating, food and a lounge. 
Hotel Indigo is expected later this summer. 

MARCH 15 
Wawa is planning to open as many as four convenience stores in Gainesville.  
Wawa is going through the city plan evaluation process. 
One location is planned for 1021 East University Avenue, where an old gas station and ABC Fine Wine 
and Spirits store used to be. 
Another location is planned for 2373 Archer Road, in the empty lot next to the Bartram Apartments. 
A third location is planned for Celebration Point and a possible fourth location is yet to be determined. 
"This is a great asset. Wawa is known up and down the Eastern seaboard here they're South and North 
of us so it's really exciting to see them come into our neighborhood and provide more jobs especially in 
the east side of town," City Spokesman Chip Skinner said. 
Project developers are submitting final plans and documents to the planning department. Once 
approved by city commissioners, they can start building. 
No ground has been broken as of yet, so it may be a few months before people will start to see actual 
construction. 
 

ENVIRONMENT 
JAN. 10 
Alex Black was walking outside his townhome Tuesday when he saw birds flocking to the retention 
pond. To his surprise he found more than 1,000 fish belly up. 
“We come to the lake and we see a few dead fish,” said Alex Black, an Eagle Trace Townhome resident. 
“Dead fish all through the middle of the water, on the shore, all across here.” 
The Alachua County Environmental Protection Department says the fish, Tilapia, could not handle the 
change in temperature from last week's freezing temperatures. 
“It was weather related,” said Gus Olmos, water resources manager. “The fish that were in there are 
Tilapia. They’re not very resilient for this kind of weather. So, it’s not an uncommon type of thing to 
happen.” 
Olmos has been with the environmental protection department for over 20 years, and he says he’s 
never seen anything this vast. 
“We didn't know there were thousands of fish in this pond,” Black said. “They're all just belly-up, shored 
and a big buffet for the vultures." 



“If you see a fish killed, please do give us a call because you never know what's the cause,” Olmos said. 
“I would encourage people that if you see that, call our department. We'll go there and investigate it.” 
Olmos says it’s important that the fish get cleaned up as soon as possible. Not only for the terrible smell, 
but it could also attract more than just birds, but other animals such as rats. 

FEB. 19 
Nature, snorkeling and camping are some of the many things to enjoy Blue Springs State Park -- Florida’s 
newest state park in Gilchrist County. 
Florida bought the 407-acre park at High Springs in 2017 for $5.2 million dollars. 
Since then, the park opened a campground with 25 campsites and 17 RV hookups. 
“Well first we’re looking for the best of the best, and this is certainly a jewel in North Florida,” says Noel 
Valenstein, secretary for Florida Environmental Protection. “Families from Gainesville and surrounding 
cities have enjoyed this park for generations and we want to make sure that continues for generations.” 
This is the 175th state park in Florida, but residents say what separates it from the rest are the blue 
springs, where it circulates around 45 million gallons of water per day. 
When the park was up for sale in 2013, some investors wanted to bulldoze the park and make it 
residential. 
“We were approached immediately by developers within the first month with checks that were written, 
and passed them across the table—but we knew that wasn’t the right thing, this is the right thing,” says 
Kim Davis, former owner of Blue Springs Park. 
In celebration of the grand re-opening, the park is open tomorrow from 8am to sundown and admission 
is free 

MARCH 22 
The City of Gainesville is considering a “Zero Waste” plan — meaning that plastic bags and Styrofoam 
would be banned by the end of this year—but local business owners say that ban is trash without proper 
education. 
The “Zero Waste” initiative was presented to city commissioners today by the waste management 
department. 
They propose polystyrene, meaning Styrofoam and single use plastic bags be banned in the city by the 
end of 2018. 
Although there were no statistics given as to how much waste Gainesville goes through, the multi-
million-dollar plan would involve extra resources for recycling, compost food initiatives, and new 
infrastructure to support the new ways the city would plan on recycling—while giving financial penalty’s 
up to 1000 dollars per citation if places don’t comply. 
Local restaurant owners like Ashley Rella from “Sandwich Inn,” and Danny Hughes who owns “Loosey’s” 
expressed frustrations on the hardship they would have to endure. 
“There are restaurants in your community that will close because of it, I will promise you that,” says 
Hughes. 
Because business owners say there is a massive price difference. 
“A box of 500 Styrofoam boxes is $31,” says Rella. She said if she used a recyclable box—not knowing if 
the consumer would recycle it—it would cost her much more. “It’s $120 a box,” says Rella. Making small 
business owners outraged. “All of this that’s happening right now is going to be at the cost of us,” says 
Rella. When commissioners suggested the added cost be passed down to the consumer, both owners 
said it was unrealistic. “I have people complain when they get charged for a cup of ice—its $0.10, but 
then again it’s the cup, it’s the ice, it’s everything,” says Rella. “Passing that onto the consumer is a 
joke.” Rella said without proper education within the community, buying expensive recyclable material 
because the city mandates it will not help the problem. 
The city does not plan to enact this just yet, but said they will work on modifying the plan that will best 
help everyone in the community. 



HEALTH 
JAN. 12 
North Florida Women's Physicians has been a private practice located in the Women's Center at North 
Florida Regional Medical Center for 27 years. Now they are getting a new location and a new name. 
Comprehensive Women's Health will be a 2-story, state-of-the-art building, with a lot more space and 
even a community classroom to hold meetings and classes for patients. 
"We've outgrown our space here at our current facility and we've been working for over 2 1/2 years to 
design and develop a space that will accommodate our patients and things we can bring to the 
community," OBGYN Dr. Kelly Chamberlain said. 
Now they are in separate suites on the 5th floor of the North Florida Regional Medical Center, but soon 
the entire practice will be all together. 
"We will have a more private area for patient intake and history taking which i think is a big deal... We 
just think they will appreciate all the new services that we'll be able to provide," OBGYN Dr. Jill Delker 
said.  
Right next door, they're also building a freestanding birth center, which will give patients the 
opportunity to be in a home-like setting with certified nurses. 
"Birth centers are unique because they allow women to have a lot of freedom in movement, freedom to 
eat and drink during labor and birth in whatever position they desire or even in the water if they want 
that," Mid-Wife nurse Amanda Husband said. "We'll have three beautiful rooms with tubs to offer water 
birth, water labor." 
Staff at Comprehensive Women's Health said they want to thank all of their patients because without 
them they wouldn't be doing this. 
The center will be opening in the Fall 2018 and located at 724 NW 43rd St.  

JAN. 22 
You’ve probably heard these words a lot this flu season – wash your hands -- but it’s something doctors 
can’t stress enough with flu activity increasing in the state of Florida. 
Nadia Kovacevich from the Florida Department of Health says the increase in flu activity is especially 
high in people over the age of 65 and young adults. 
Children are also at risk with three reported pediatric deaths in Florida this flu season. 
"It's so important when the little ones aren't feeling well to exclude them from the childcare centers and 
schools if possible." 
Kovacevich says the virus can be spread through airways as well as the surfaces we come in contact with 
every day. 
" With influenza through coughing and sneezing through the air it can spread easily, but remember 
whenever you sneeze or cough it can land on surfaces like your phone or door handles or tables." 
Kovacevich says one of the best ways to protect yourself is to get a flu shot – and it’s not too late to get 
one. 
" The flu vaccine can still be given even in January. Of course, it needs time to actually work so if you get 
it today it doesn't necessarily mean it's going to work today, but that's still a tool we have in our 
toolbox." 
If you need a flu shot check out www.floridahealth.gov to find a location near you. 

JAN. 25 
Meet Dr. Klodell, a cardiothoracic surgeon at North Florida Regional Medical Center. 
This week he successfully completed a unique heart surgery, giving his patient a chance at a healthier 
lifestyle. 

http://mycbs4.com/news/local/You%E2%80%99ve%20probably%20heard%20these%20words%20a%20lot%20this%20flu%20season%20%E2%80%93%20wash%20your%20hands,%20but%20it%E2%80%99s%20something%20doctors%20can%E2%80%99t%20stress%20enough%20with%20flu%20activity%20increasing%20in%20the%20state%20of%20Florida.%20%20Nadia%20Kovacevich%20from%20the%20Florida%20Department%20of%20Health%20says%20the%20increase%20in%20flu%20activity%20is%20especially%20high%20in%20people%20over%20the%20age%20of%2065%20and%20young%20adults.%20%20%20Children%20are%20also%20at%20risk%20with%20three%20reported%20pediatric%20deaths%20in%20Florida%20this%20flu%20season.


"What was different is the valve we chose...it's a newly released valve called the Inspiris valve and it's 
actually the first one implanted in the state of Florida and it allows us to use next generation of 
technology," Klodell said. 
The Inspiris valve was just approved by the FDA, giving North Florida Regional Medical Center the 
opportunity to perform the surgery before anyone else in Florida. 
The patient had a severe condition making it difficult for his Aortic valve to open and pump blood 
through his body. 
"1 out of 250 people are born with a 2 leaflet instead of 3 and those valves degenerate a little earlier in 
life," Klodell said. 
The surgery took 3 hours and it will allow the patient to experience a full recovery and reducing the 
chance for a follow up surgery. 
"The technology of the Inspiris valve will hopefully last more years than the previous FDA approved 
valve," Klodell said. 
He said they want to keep up with the latest technology and do everything they can for the patient to 
have the best long-term outcome. 
The replacement may be the first of its kind, but it's a step in the right direction for more advancements 
to come. 
 

EDUCATION 
JAN. 9 
Alachua County Schools announced today that it will add seven minutes a day to each school day to 
make up for the two days of classes canceled by the cold weather on Jan. 3 and 4. 
The change will begin Jan. 17. 
The district lost 600 instructional minutes when it canceled classes due to safety concerns over the cold 
weather. It considered rescheduling classes on June 4 and 5 but decided to add the seven minutes to 
each school day. The district says the seven minutes will be added to instructional time, as opposed to 
lunch and recess, the district said. 
“At this point in the school year and based on a number of other factors, we felt it would be best to add 
minutes to each day rather than add two more days at the end of the school year,” Superintendent 
Karen Clarke said in a statement. “This option minimizes the impact on students, families and staff.” 
The district already used its built-in makeup days, and additional day, because of Hurricane Irma. 
“We had no more unused make-up days left in the calendar,” Clarke said in a statement. “We also had 
to consider high school graduations and other end-of-the-year activities that would have been affected 
by a later ending date.” 

FEB. 7 
For the first time in Newberry High School's history, one of its student-athletes will continue their 
playing career at an Ivy League school. Panthers volleyball player Ashley Oelrich signed her letter of 
intent this morning, committing to Brown University for the next four years. 
After growing up in a small town like Newberry, Oelrich was looking for a similar environment in college. 
"I hope that I can be an example for other students coming through Newberry," said Oelrich about her 
success in signing with an Ivy League school. "All it takes is hard work. A lot of kids might look at 
Newberry and see that it's a small town, but I'm here to tell you that you can do whatever you want if 
you work hard." 
Newberry volleyball coach Sherrod Moseley explained why she's a perfect fit for a program like Brown, 
stating, "Her attitude, her discipline, her respect for everyone, she's a well-rounded athlete. You 
couldn't ask for anything more." 

 



FEB. 7 
Alachua County Schools alerted parents this morning that they were one of four districts to receive an 
email threatening violence. 
A release from the district says no specific schools or districts were mentioned in the email and, at this 
time, the email is not considered a credible threat. 
The district says it's working with law enforcement to trace the source of the email and that it appears 
to have originated overseas. Police say the email came from a server in Bolivia. 
"Out of an abundance of caution, local law enforcement will ensure that resource officers and deputies 
are in place at all schools today," the release says. "Please be assured that the safety of all students, 
staff and visitors to our schools is our highest priority. As always, the district and law enforcement 
encourage citizens to report anything out of the ordinary." 

FEB. 21 
Only slightly more than half of Florida’s more than 4,000 public schools have resource officers, but in 
Alachua County school officials say there are school resource officers in every school. 
"There aren't too many other districts that have a school resource officer assigned to every single 
school. That doesn't happen very often, so really, we're ahead of the curve when you look at most other 
school districts,” Alachua County Public Schools spokeswoman Jackie Johnson said. 
However, some parents say having one or two officers in school is still not enough. 
" We have certainly heard from some parents that would like to have more officers in the schools,” 
Johnson said. “So, I'm sure for those parents that would give an added level of comfort." 
School officials say getting those additional resource officers into schools would require funding and 
money they simply don’t have. 
"The problem is that safe schools funding has dropped pretty significantly in the last few years -- that's 
money that comes from the state.” Johnson said. “That amount of money has dropped by 20 percent 
per student in just the last ten years." 
School officials said they’ve lost $168 million in funding in the last ten years and that decrease in funding 
is affecting their ability to add other security measures like video surveillance and fencing in schools. 
"These kinds of cuts have really posed a problem,” Johnson said. “We're glad that there's going to be 
more discussion in Tallahassee about providing additional resources because if we're going to be able to 
do more things like hardening our campuses or hiring more personnel we're going to need the resources 
to do it.” 
 

CONSUMER INFORMATION 
FEB. 27 
Do you think your GRU bill is too high? Well today GRU and Gainesville commissioner discussed a new 
study that compares their rates to other utilities in Florida. 
GRU said they hire an outside agency to do a utility rates study every 3-4 years to make sure they are 
consistent. 
GRU has received push back from the community after bills went up this winter but general manager Ed 
Bielarski said the rates are fair. 
"I will tell you we lowered rates February 1st by 8% on residential and 10% on commercial customers on 
electric side," Bielarski said. "We are at the middle of the pack on our electric rates, we are lowest rates 
for gas in state of Florida and water and waste are right in the middle," he said. 
Bielarski said rates are only one part of the bill, consumption is the driving factor of what makes bills 
expensive. This happens during colder months when residents are over using the heater as well as 
hotter months when AC units cause the pipes to freeze. 



GRU said they receive recommendations during the study and will forward those ideas to the 
commission for them to decide if rate changes are necessary. 
GRU will have a series of budget meetings with commissioners starting in the next couple of weeks all 
the way up until July.  

MARCH 15 
Winn-Dixie's parent company on Thursday announced it will file for bankruptcy and close 94 stores, 
including one in Gainesville and two in Ocala. 
Jacksonville-based Southeastern Grocers said it's implementing "a court-supervised, prepackaged" debt 
restructuring agreement. It said it intends to file with the bankruptcy court by the end of March. The 
company said the restructuring will reduce its debt by more than $500 million. The 94 store closures are 
in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina and South Carolina. 
Thirty-six of the stores are in Florida. The Gainesville store is on 34th Street. The Ocala stores are on 
Northwest Blitchton Road and Highway 200. 
"We will continue to thrive with 582 successful stores in operation and will continue to deliver a store 
experience our associates, customers and communities can count on," the company said in a statement. 
Here is the full list of closures in Florida: 
673 Winn-Dixie 6180 Us Highway 41 N Apollo Beach FL 
2525 Winn-Dixie 10026 Coconut Rd. Bonita Springs FL 
660 Winn-Dixie 3500 53Rd Ave. West Bradenton FL 
218 Winn-Dixie 2581 North Hiatus Road Cooper City FL 
2341 Winn-Dixie 2701 S. Woodland Blvd. Deland FL 
2493 Winn-Dixie 18731 Three Oaks Parkway Fort Myers FL 
2513 Winn-Dixie 8650 Gladiolus Drive Fort Myers FL 
2457 Winn-Dixie 2002 SW 34Th St Gainesville FL 
1691 Harvey’s 3000 Dunn Avenue Jacksonville FL 
1693 Harvey’s 1012 Edgewood Ave. N Jacksonville FL 
80 Winn-Dixie 9866 Baymeadows Road Jacksonville FL 
238 Winn-Dixie 6707 West Indiantown Road Jupiter FL 
272 Winn-Dixie 3757 Military Trail Jupiter FL 
2260 Winn-Dixie 1347 E Vine St Kissimmee FL 
651 Winn-Dixie 2126 Collier Parkway Land O' Lakes FL 
244 Winn-Dixie 6301 County Line Rd. Miramar FL 
2213 Winn-Dixie 4417 NW Blitchton Road Ocala FL 
2289 Winn-Dixie 8445 SW Hwy 200, Ste #131 Ocala FL 
145 Winn-Dixie 248 Blanding Blvd. Orange Park FL 
1709 Harvey’s 2722 N. Pine Hills Rd Orlando FL 
2276 Winn-Dixie 4686 E Michigan Street Orlando FL 
348 Winn-Dixie 7139 W Broward Blvd Plantation FL 
228 Winn-Dixie 277 S Pompano Parkway Pompano Beach FL 
2479 Winn-Dixie 7625 Blind Pass Road Saint Petersburg FL 
654 Winn-Dixie 3301 17Th Street Sarasota FL 
2406 Winn-Dixie 1325 S. Tamimi Trail Sarasota FL 
2482 Winn-Dixie 2881 Clark Road Sarasota FL 
307 Winn-Dixie 2160 S. Federal Highway Stuart FL 
52 Winn-Dixie 3813-10 N. Monroe Street Tallahassee FL 
125 Winn-Dixie 1525 West Tharpe Street Tallahassee FL 
326 Winn-Dixie 7015 N. University Drive Tamarac FL 
1718 Harvey’s 2525 E. Hillsboro Avenue Tampa FL 

https://www.segrocers.com/restructuring


2407 Winn-Dixie 2525 N. Dale Mabry Tampa FL 
2417 Winn-Dixie 4317 Gandy Blvd Tampa FL 
221 Fresco 2675 S. Military Trail West Palm Beach FL 

FEB. 22 
Kiley Walker is heartbroken after a GRU worker hit her pug with a pry bar. 
Walker says her dog, and her roommate’s pit bull mix escaped on Valentine's Day after her lawn 
company left the gate open. 
Just a couple of streets down, she found her pug, Bentley, lying dead on the grass. 
"I'm crying thinking he got hit by a car that drove off because I would never thing someone would hit my 
baby boy," Walker said. 
Walker said the GRU worker who hit Bentley, told her he didn't know what happened, but GRU said they 
told her the worker hit the dog because it was trying to bite him. 
"On site, there were no bite marks, when I found my dog dead and I was crying, they didn't even have 
the decency to tell me," Walker said. 
Billy Gault, GRU Meter Operations Manager, said the pit bull approached the worker from the front and 
the pug was behind him, when he swung backwards he hit the pug. 
"He was actually using it as a defense mechanism, he was swinging it to keep the dogs from biting him," 
Gault said. 
Gault said this isn't the first time one of their workers has been attacked by a dog. He said they have 
documented over 30 cases in the last 10 years. Because these attacks are frequent, GRU has special 
training just for dog attacks. 
However, Walker said they didn't have to kill her dog. 
"I don't want anything I just hope they change their protocols and not carry these sticks anymore, they 
have mace and they choose not to use it," she said. 
But Gault said mace isn't always the best thing to use. 
"Keep in mind if the wind could blow it the wrong way, then it’s going to become a tool against the 
employee because they'll get sprayed or get it on their eyes," Gault said. 
GRU officials said they sell ERT meters, which enables them to read your meters without entering your 
yard. 
"We are very sorry it happened, I can promise you our employee did not come into work that day 
intending to hurt someone's dog," Gault said. 
GRU said they are not releasing the worker's name because of threats, but he has not been reprimanded 
because they said he was doing his job. 

 
WEATHER 
JAN. 3 
Florida Highway Patrol (FHP) closed I-10 from Tallahassee to Live Oak Wednesday morning for several 
hours because of the icy conditions. 
As of now all highways are open and Lieutenant Riordan said FHP is looking out for ice and will close 
down more roads if needed. 
"We've got extra man power on the roads for the next couple of days because of these unusual 
conditions so we're going to continue to monitor it," Riordan said. 
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) spokesman Troy Roberts said they have been out 
monitoring the roads as well. 
"Snow and ice is a little different from what we're used to dealing with but last night we started to do 
some proactive measures on the interstate especially at some of the bridges on I-10, I-75 and I-95," 
Roberts said. 



FDOT said they use saline spray to prevent the roads from icing over, mainly focusing on the bridges 
because that's where it gets the most slippery. 
Officials said to avoid driving in these conditions as much as possible but if you do have to travel, reduce 
your speed, keep your distance from other cars, and keep your eyes on the road at all times. 
Roberts said FDOT will be sending out more saline trucks Wednesday night to prepare for dropping 
temperatures. 
"Roads are wet and we are looking at temperatures in the 20's tonight. That's a possibility of more ice 
tonight," Roberts said. 
For more information on road closures, detours and any updates on traffic you can visit fl511.com 
MARCH 19 
A large storm battered Gainesville early Monday morning, leaving downed limbs and power lines in its 
wake. 
More than 1,500 GRU customers were without power as of 8 a.m., but that number had dwindled to 
about 300 by 10 a.m. Clay Electric had more than 3,000 customers without power. 
MARCH 20 
A tornado watch and wind advisory have expired for the North Central Florida region. 
The storms mostly missed Gainesville and the forecast is relatively clear for the next several days.  
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Public Service Announcement List First Quarter 2018 

 
Poison Control – Poison Helpline - PSA that encourages people to call the Poison Control 
helpline for any questions or issues with mixing medications, swallowing household cleaners, 
paint or mushrooms, or being bit by a bug, snake or spider.  The helpline is there for any home, 
work or outdoor questions and is staffed by medical professionals. 
 
Homeland Security – Protect Your Everyday – This PSA shows Americans from every walk 
of life just doing what they do each and every day. It talks about how sometimes something 
might happen that does not seem quite right, that it is not paranoia, it is about standing up and 
protecting our community. All the details add up to make a bigger picture. It encourages 
viewers, if they see something, to say something. 

National Parks Foundation – Parks – A visually exciting PSA showing how our National Parks 
are everything from natural wonders to historical wonders. Encourages viewers to, get out there, 
and find your park. 
 
Financial Education – Smart About Money – Gives viewers information about a free, on-line 
resource called Smart About Money, where they can learn more about personal finances. 
 
Buzzed Driving Prevention- Neon Signs – Approximately every 51 minutes, someone is killed 
in a drunk driving crash.  Everyone knows that buzzed driving can have devastating physical 
consequences, but did you know it can have huge financial consequences as well.   
 
Arbor Day Foundation- Replanting Trees- PSA designed to educate on the importance of 
continuing to plant trees.  This is essential to the well- being of our planet. 
 
Foundation for Better Living – values.com – A series of kid friendly PSA’s which encourage 
viewers to respect one another and the world around us. 
 

-Open Door- Even the simple act of holding a door open can have impact.  We can all do 
our part to make our world better.  

 
Let ‘em In- A frustrating moment in traffic is usually short-lived but can put anyone into a 
bad mood. Likewise, a kind gesture in those tense situations can have a positive effect 
on the person receiving our kindness and, of course, on us. “Let ‘Em In” will be bring a 
smile when your viewers recall this happening to them. We think they will enjoy this 
simple reminder. 

 
-Road Rage- PSA that shows a father getting angry at being cut off in traffic.  His young 
daughter reminds him that “We don’t say words like that”.  A reminder that we all need to 
be careful of our tempers and that our children need us to keep it under control. 

 
-Guitar Hero- PSA that encourages young people to fulfill their passion, even if they 
aren’t very good at it.  With practice, it will get better. 

 
-Imagine-  Every good thing that has ever been achieved began with an idea—a dream 
that something better is actually possible. Skeptics likely doubted, friends wondered, and 
still the idea survived. Our society depends upon ordinary people to think the 
extraordinary—someone to simply ask, even in the face of criticism, why not? Could a 



cure for an incurable disease exist, how far is too far to travel, can children's hunger be 
alleviated, can everyone get a good education? John Lennon's "Imagine" provides a 
thoughtful and inspiring backdrop for you to Imagine... the Possibilities. 

 
-Hall of Fame- Achievement comes in many forms. For some it's attaining a top grade in 
school, losing weight or excelling in a sport, for others it's overcoming an obstacle, 
attaining accolades at work or building a relationship. Whatever the goal, it takes much 
effort, skill and courage to achieve great things. Set to the uplifting song "Hall of Fame" 
this message inspires viewers to achieve their own goals 

 
-Annie’s Song- The earth we all share is beautiful.  It provides our food, the air we 
breathe and vast wonders to behold.  It gives so much to each of us and requires only 
kindness in return. The PSA hopes to inspire people through a visual tour of the earth 
while gliding on the melody of John Denver’s classic “Annie’s Song.”  Our beautiful 
world… Pass it on. 

 
-Always Love You- It has been said that “love makes the world go round.”  In fact, the 
love of a parent, spouse, partner, friend or family member is often what helps us through 
the good times and bad, and makes life such a beautiful journey.  The PSA is made to 
celebrate love and is set to the iconic song “I will Always Love You” and is performed by 
Charice 

 
Southeastern Guide Dogs- Jackie and Gibson- PSA that introduces future guide dogs as 

puppies.  Tells the viewer how these dogs help deliver freedom, confidence, and independence 

to those who need help. 

Southeastern Guide Dogs- Puppies with a Purpose- PSA that introduces future guide dogs 

as puppies.  Tells the viewer how these dogs help deliver freedom, confidence, and 

independence to those who need help. 

Salute America’s Heroes-  Bet on a Vet-  This PSA campaign urges employers everywhere to 

Bet on a Vet by hiring a veteran into their workplace.  Campaign sponsored by The Coalition to 

Salute America’s Heroes.   

National Volunteer Fire Council- Make Me a Firefighter-   With 87% of U.S. communities 

protected by volunteer firefighters, raising awareness of the need for volunteer fire service 

personnel is critical to ensuring public safety. The NVFC is asking for your support by airing 

these PSAs to help get the word out about this need. The PSAs end with a call-to-action to visit 

www.MakeMeAFirefighter.org, where viewers can learn more, find local volunteer opportunities, 

and connect directly with their respective local fire department. 

World Wildlife Federation- Anything is Possible and Protect Our Earth- There are 

environmental issues that impact our planet.  The only way we can spark change is to work 

together and truly make a difference.  This PSA shows a beautiful array of animals to help 

educate on conservation efforts.   

Make the Connection- US Department of Veterans- Strength over Silence-  PSA designed 

to educate Veterans to reach out for mental health support.  Reaching out is a strength not a 

weakness.  There is help for our Vets. 

http://www.makemeafirefighter.org/


Partnership for Drug- Free Kids Campaign-  A series of PSAs to help understand the signs of 

drug use/abuse and he help that is available for those who need it. 

-Heroin- Parents realize that their daughter has gone much further with drug 

experimentation then they ever imagined. 

-Mind Your Meds- Make sure that the meds prescribed to you are being safeguarded 

against abuse. 

-Pain Killers- Shows the importance of understanding the meds that you are taking. 

-Opiates- A very big problem is the abundance of Opiates and how readily available they 

are. 

-Susan-  A mother opens up about her child’s drug problem. 

Narcanon- Addiction - While many people are affected by alcohol abuse, most don’t know 

where to turn for help. This PSA lets people know that there is help for those in our community 

who feel like they have no control.  Together, we can help individuals gain that control and get 

their life back. 

Seat Belt Safety- Long Haul-  Kids can always find a reason not to wear seat belts, and as 

parents or caregivers we can sometimes give in to their persistent objections. But one fact 

overrides all their weeping and whining: from 2009 to 2013, 1,522 children ages 8-14 died 

as passengers in motor vehicles, and almost half were unrestrained at the time. It’s 

mandatory for kids to always buckle up, even on a quick trip around the corner. A new PSA 

campaign in both English and Spanish sends a clear, emphatic message to parents and 

caregivers of kids in cars: no excuses, no exceptions—wearing a seat belt is simply non-

negotiable. 

Teacher Recruitment- I Dare You!-  There’s tremendous opportunity on the horizon in 

America’s classrooms, with half of our teachers ready to retire over the next decade. Filling 

their shoes will be challenging, since 9 of 10 top-tier students don’t view teaching as a 

desirable profession. The potential shortfall could hinder our ability to lead the global 

economy. The human costs could also be enormous, since research shows that students 

with top teachers earn an average of $50,000 more than their peers over the course of their 

lifetimes. America urgently needs a pipeline of engaged, energized students who want to 

teach, particularly African Americans and Hispanics who make up 40% of today’s K-12 

students. The teacher recruitment PSAs make a compelling case for teaching as an 

innovative, fulfilling career for those who want to make more of their lives.  

America’s Family Physicians- Health is Primary- Health is Primary is a campaign to 

demonstrate the benefits of primary care with the aim of improving America's health care 

system. We want to ensure that we have a health care system that invests in keeping people 

healthy, provides comprehensive, coordinated care when needed and puts patients at the 

center of their care. Ultimately, we believe that health care should be focused on improving the 

health of all Americans and we know that a system with strong primary care can do this.  



Best Friend Animal Society- Save Them All Anthem-  Goofy grins and soothing purrs. 

Ridiculous ears and reassuring paws. They motivate us to get moving, and remind us when to 

slow down. They provide us with a much-needed laugh, companionship and unconditional 

love. They are our best friends. This PSA shares this special reminder of what’s important in life 

and help Best Friends spread the word about adopting your next pet. Together, we can Save 

Them All®. 

Pediatric ER- R Baby- PSA that reminds all parents the Pediatric ER is very different from an 

adult ER and to remember to take your children to the experts that know children and can take 

care of their needs 

Social Security Administration:  Life’s Journey-   A PSA which reminds people that Social 

Security is there through all the phases of their life’s journey.  Securing today and tomorrow is 

the message. 

Humane Society- -Bentley- Each year, 6-8 million dogs and cats will enter shelters and 

rescue groups, yet only half will be adopted. This leaves millions of healthy and treatable 

dogs and cats who still need our help to find a home. Millions of Americans will look for a 

new cat or dog to bring home. This PSA encourages them to find their furry friends at 

shelters and rescue groups. While not every shelter cat or dog will be a social media star, 

they all will star as someone’s new best friend. Air new PSAs to encourage your community 

to Start a Story. Adopt today. 

US Food and Drug Administration- Safe Use of Acetaminophen-  Acetaminophen is an 

active ingredient found in hundreds of over-the-counter (OTC) and prescription medicines that 

are used to relieve pain and fever. It is also combined with other active ingredients in medicines 

that treat allergy, cough, colds, flu, and sleeplessness. In prescription medicines, 

acetaminophen is found with other active ingredients to treat moderate to severe pain. Using 

two or more medicines that contain acetaminophen or using more acetaminophen than directed 

can cause serious liver damage. The FDA has taken action to improve consumer safety 

regarding the safe use of acetaminophen. To learn more visit www.fda.gov/otcpaininfo 

Poison Control- Make the Call-  2,200,000 poisonings occur annually, with nearly 50% of all 

exposures involving children younger than age 6. To address this threat, the Health Resources 

& Services Administration (HRSA) continues its Poison Help campaign with the “Make the Call” 

series of PSAs. The new installment of the campaign aims to reduce poisonings among 

Medicare and Medicaid audiences. By calling a Poison Help line, hospital visits can be 

prevented as 68% of calls are controlled by direction provided over the phone. Airing these 

PSAs can help us further the cause and help raise awareness for when to call the Poison Help 

line, and help eliminate poisonings and the $1.8 billion in medical costs and productivity loss.   

Pace Center for Girls:  PACE serves over 2,000 girls each year and PACE has changed the 

life trajectory of over 37,000 girls since its inception. PACE began as a community response to 

the realization that girls involved with the justice system were either being placed in programs 

designed for boys or placed further into the system for their own protection. This PSA informs 

the public of what they do and how they can support. 

http://dmanalytics2.com/click?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fda.gov%2FDrugs%2FResourcesForYou%2FConsumers%2FBuyingUsingMedicineSafely%2FUnderstandingOver-the-CounterMedicines%2FSafeUseofOver-the-CounterPainRelieversandFeverReducers%2Fucm164977.htm%3Futm_source%3DTelevision%26utm_medium%3Dbanner%26utm_term%3D2016%26utm_campaign%3DAcetaminophen&i=3&d=1un67eFAQ-qRlJRU4AXB-Q&e=SJMeurlott%40sbgtv.com&a=kOcCvMwWSKStj0u0F8nlBQ


National Pediatric Cancer Foundation:  PSA on the reality of Pediatric Cancer.  Encourages 

viewers to give the gift of hope to children battling cancer. 

City of Hope:  City of Hope is a leading research and treatment center for cancer, diabetes and 

other life-threatening diseases.  This PSA illustrates how their scientists are speeding life-saving 

discoveries to life. 

Distracted Driving:  While distracted driving from smartphone use is leading to even more car 
accidents and deaths, Florida remains one of only four states in the U.S. where texting-while-
driving is a secondary offense, meaning law enforcement officers can just cite a motorist if they’ve 
committed another moving violation. Legislation making way through the Florida Legislature this 
Session could change that, but in the meantime, NFL legend Brett Favre is taking to the airwaves 
to warn Floridians of the dangers of such proclivity. 

Cystic Fibrosis:  This family focused PSA tells the viewer what CF is and what they can do to 

help research for a cure. 

Jon Bon Jovi Soul Foundation:  Jon Bon Jovi believes that it doesn't take scientists and 

experts to solve America's problems -- regular people like you can get involved and fix problems 

like child hunger and homelessness through sweat equity. He invites people to get involved by 

visiting jonbonjovisoulfoundation.org. 

Senior Companions:  By helping seniors in their daily live, you can make a friend and a 

difference.  Help make independence a reality by joining Senior Companions.  

Smile Train:  Smile Train is an international children’s charity with a sustainable approach to a 

single, solvable problem: cleft lip and palate. Millions of children in developing countries with 

unrepaired clefts live in shame, but more importantly, have difficulty eating, breathing and 

speaking. Cleft repair surgery is simple, and the transformation is immediate. Our sustainable 

model provides training and funding to empower local doctors in 85+ developing countries to 

provide 100%-free cleft repair surgery in their communities. Their message is “You can save a 

life.” 

 



Q1-2018 FULL MEASURE 

 

Full Measure is a broadcast focusing on investigative, original and accountability 

reporting unique in today’s media. The host is Sharyl Attkisson. The show format will 

include a major investigative piece each week on topics ranging from immigration 

issues at home and abroad, government waste, national security concerns and 

vulnerabilities, whistleblower reports on government abuse and misdeeds. Full Measure 

is produced by and airs nationally on stations of the Sinclair Broadcast Group. The 

program also streams live on all Sinclair websites on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. ET. 

  

 

Jan7 S3E18 Infrastructure/ A 
look at the 
president’s plan 
to rebuild 
America 

Palestine/Thum
an A look at the 
conflict.  

Forest Fires the 
cause, and why 
the gov’t isn’t 
part of the 
solution 

 

Jan14 S3E19 SIGAR the IQ for 
Afghanistan on 
waste 

IsraelTheWall/ 
reporting on the 
border wall with 
Gaza that works 

Tax Havens 
offshore 
accounts and 
who has them 

 

Jan21 S3E20 Trump Year  Brit Social 
Arrests new 
policy to 
crackdown on 
terrorist sharing 

Hakwam Korean 
schools of 
excellence, that 
take a toll 

 

Jan28 S3E21 UKRAINE/ why it 
matters with 
Russia 

JimJordan/the 
Congressman 
on security 

Entitlements/Co
gan/ 
Entitlements and 
how they got out 
of hand 

 

Feb4   S3E22 ISSA and exit 
interview with 
the 
Congressman 

China Knockoffs 
tech thefts 
applied to 
weapons 

Morici/Economy 
The state of.  

 

Feb11 S3E23 Obamacare 
Alternatives 

Russia 
Investigations: a 
roadmap 
 
 

USPS drug folo: 
changes that 
may cut opioid 
imports 
 

 

Feb18 S3E24 Nunes/DB Spying Eyes Washington’s  



Russian 
collusion, with 
the head of Intel 
cmte.  
 

tech from other 
countries being 
used against us 

Press how the 
1st President 
dealt with the 
press 

Feb25 S3E25 Robot Tax if we 
build them, 
should we tax 
them  

Molenbeek the 
terror 
neighborhood in 
Belgium 

Singapore Pulse 
American expats 
share thoughts 

 

March4 S3E26 
 
 

Anti Sanctuary 
Cities: cities 
trying to deal 
with both the 
issue and the 
law 

Trump Euro 
Policy  
 

Christian Rock a 
growing voice 

DOD Taliban 
territory 
expanding 
 

March11 S3E27 Hollywood 
Hypocrisy: in the 
#metoo 
movement 

Military Sex: 
how the 
Pentagon may 
be part of the 
solution 
 

ISIS Philippines 
New warnings 
from State Dept 

 

March18 S3E28 
 

Red Tape/ we’re 
tangled in it 

Missile Misses 
with new threats 
do we have an 
adequate 
defense 

The Internet of 
Things spooky 
things in our 
homes 

 

March25 S3E29 Poland-NATO: 
the buildup 
against Russia 

Holding 
Terrorists 
Accountable 
families sue 
after becoming 
terrorist victims 

Civility in the 
Workplace tips 
and reasons 
 

 

 



2018 1ST QUARTER MEET THE PRESS TOPICS 

Chuck Todd is NBC News Political Director and the moderator of "Meet the Press," the flagship Sunday 
Morning public affairs program and longest-running broadcast in television history. 

"Meet the Press" is seen on the NBC Television Network from 9-10 a.m. ET in most markets. In New 
York City and Washington D.C., the broadcast is seen from 10:30-11:30 a.m. ET. 

The program re-airs on MSNBC Sunday afternoons at 2 p.m. ET/11 a.m. PT and again at 2 a.m. ET/11 
p.m. PT and 4 a.m. ET/1 a.m. PT Monday. At these times, “Meet The Press” will also air on SIRIUS 

channel 90 and XM channel 120. 

Please check local listings or the "Meet the Press" website (http://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-
press) for television and radio broadcast times in your area or to get transcripts of the show. Follow us 

on Twitter @MeetThePress and @NBCNewsPR. 

 

MTP EXCLUSIVE: “FIRE AND FURY” AUTHOR SAYS ‘25TH AMENDMENT IS A CONCEPT THAT IS 
ALIVE EVERY DAY IN THE WHITE HOUSE’ 

EXCLUSIVE: Michael Wolff: “If I Left Out Anything, It's Probably Stuff That Was Even More 
Damning” 

SCOOP: White House Says February 2017 is Last Time They Have a Record of Wolff Speaking 
to Trump 

EXCLUSIVE: Sen. Graham Shoots Down Secretary of State Speculation, Says He Would Not 
Serve in Trump Cabinet 

JANUARY 7, 2018 – In an exclusive interview on “Meet the Press,” Michael Wolff, author of the 
controversial new book “Fire and Fury: Inside the Trump White House,” told moderator Chuck 
Todd that concern in the White House about President Trump’s fitness for office is so great that 
the “25th Amendment is a concept that is alive every day in the White House.” 

Wolff also shared: “If I left out anything, it's probably stuff that was even more 
damning.” Watch the full interview. 

Todd broke the news on this morning’s broadcast that the White House says the last time they 
have a record of Wolff speaking to Trump was in February of 2017, not even through the first 
hundred days of the administration. 

In an exclusive interview this morning, Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) shared that he would say 
“no” if asked to join Trump’s Cabinet, shooting down secretary of state speculation. The South 
Carolina senator also defended the president’s fitness for office, telling Todd: “I don't think he's 

http://nbcnews.to/2CQRHTC


crazy. I think he's had a very successful 2017, and I want to help him where I can, and we should 
all want him to be successful.” Watch the full interview. 

The New York Times’ David Brooks, The New York Times Magazine’s Mark Leibovich, American 
Enterprise Institute’s Danielle Pletka and MSNBC’s Joy Reid joined the broadcast’s roundtable 
for insight on the week in politics. 

Read the full transcript of this morning’s “Meet the Press” on MeetThePress.com. 

 

MTP EXCLUSIVES: PAUL SAYS ‘IT’S UNFAIR’ TO CALL TRUMP A RACIST, BENNET: ‘NO 
QUESTION WHAT HE SAID WAS RACIST’ 

SUNDAY EXCLUSIVE: Sen. Rand Paul (R-Ky.) on Trump: “I know, for a fact, that he cares very 
deeply about the people in Haiti” 

PLUS: Paul: “You can't have an immigration compromise if everybody's out there calling the 
president a racist” 

SUNDAY EXCLUSIVE: Sen. Michael Bennet (D-Colo.): “There’s no question what he said was 
racist” 

JANUARY 14, 2018 – In an exclusive interview, Sen. Rand Paul (R-Ky.) tells “Meet the Press” 
moderator Chuck Todd “it’s unfair” to “draw conclusions from a remark that I think wasn’t 
constructive” and paint President Donald Trump as a racist “when I know, for a fact, that he 
cares very deeply about the people in Haiti because he helped finance a trip where we were 
able to get vision back for 200 people in Haiti.” 

“You can't have an immigration compromise if everybody's out there calling the president a 
racist,” says Paul. “Both sides now are destroying the setting in which anything meaningful can 
happen on immigration.” Watch the exclusive interview with the Kentucky senator. 

Sen. Michael Bennet (D-Colo.) says, “There's no question what he said was racist. There's no 
question what he said was un-American and completely unmoored from the facts.” 

When asked if it’s worth shutting the government down if a DACA compromise doesn’t happen, 
Bennet replies, “It should not come to that.” Watch the exclusive interview with the Colorado 
senator. 

In an exclusive interview this morning, civil rights icon and former UN ambassador Andrew 
Young tells Todd that Trump is “being educated.” “It's not a matter of educating Donald Trump. 
It's a matter of educating our entire society,” Young says. “You don't help someone who has an 
alcohol problem by constantly calling him a drunk. You have to deal with the sickness,” he adds. 

http://nbcnews.to/2CELpCl
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/full-manchin-i-do-not-believe-mueller-s-investigation-is-compromised-1118414403580
http://nbcnews.to/2AYRVlE
http://nbcnews.to/2AYbSt3


When asked if Trump is redeemable, Young replies, “We are sinners that know we cannot make 
it on our own. And I think he's kind of got to realize that too.” Watch the exclusive interview. 

CBN News’ David Brody, The New York Times’ Helene Cooper, TIME’s Elise Jordan and NBC 
News’ Andrea Mitchell join the broadcast’s roundtable for insight and analysis, including a 
discussion on yesterday’s false alarm of a ballistic missile threat in Hawaii. (ICYMI: NBC 
News’Jacob Soboroff offers an exclusive look inside the command center where that erroneous 
warning was issued yesterday on “Sunday TODAY.”) 

 

MTP EXCLUSIVE: COTTON ‘CAN’T MAKE THAT COMMITMENT AT ALL’ TO SUPPORT TRUMP 
ON IMMIGRATION 

EXCLUSIVE: Cotton on Trump’s immigration comments: “I've never denied that there wasn't 
strong language used in the meeting by lots of people” 

White House Legislative Affairs Director Marc Short says “the president has been involved” in 
government shutdown negotiations 

Senate Minority Whip Dick Durbin (D-Ill.) on the shutdown: “I wish the president would help 
us. At some point his leadership could make the difference” 

JANUARY 21, 2018 – In an exclusive interview, Sen. Tom Cotton (R-Ark.) said he “can't make 
that commitment at all” to fully support President Donald Trump on immigration. 

On the president’s position on the Durbin-Graham immigration proposal and speculation of his 
influence, Cotton told Todd, “I don’t think anyone got to Donald Trump. Donald Trump studied 
the proposal that Dick Durbin and Lindsey Graham put in front of him and realized it didn’t 
address any of our key priorities.” 

Cotton also addressed Trump’s immigration comments: “I've never denied that there wasn't 
strong language used in the meeting by lots of people. … I was not offended. And nobody in the 
meeting expressed their offense at any of the language that was being used.” Watch the full 
interview with the Arkansas senator. 

Marc Short, legislative affairs director for the White House, spoke to Todd about the 
president’s involvement in ending the government shutdown, responding to Todd asking why 
the president didn’t make a single public appearance yesterday: “The president has been 
involved. … The president is engaged in finding out what are the impacts of this. He's been on 
the phone in trying to find a resolution to it.” 

On the new immigration ad unveiled last night, Short told Todd: “That ad is produced by an 
outside group … not done from people working inside the White House.” When asked if it is 
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helpful, Short replied, “It's helpful to continue to raise awareness … the data of the ad shows 
that there are people coming across our border that pose threats to our country.” Watch the 
full interview. 

Senate Minority Whip Dick Durbin (D-Ill.) would not commit to the government reopening 
before close of business Monday, telling Todd, “I'm not going to make that prediction, but I feel 
that there are positive conversations.” He added: “I wish the president would help us. At some 
point his leadership could make the difference.” 

On the president’s immigration comments, Durbin said, “It did happen, Chuck. I'm sorry that it 
was said. I'm sorry that the president denied it.” Watch the full interview. 

Todd also reported on why Democrats are drawing a line on DACA, noting that the numbers on 
the issue seem to favor the party in the polls and at the congressional district level: “If the 
Democrats do indeed take back the House this November it could be because they fought for 
DACA issue and they won districts like this, Republican-held districts with larger than average 
minority population.” 

NBC News’ Peter Alexander, Republican strategist Al Cardenas, Democratic strategistStephanie 
Cutter and The Wall Street Journal’s Peggy Noonan joined this morning’s roundtable for 
analysis on the week in politics, including on the president’s role in shutdown negotiations. “A 
lot of people are saying this president has been MIA,” Alexander noted. 

 

MTP EXCLUSIVE: MCCARTHY SAYS THERE’S NO ‘NEED FOR LEGISLATION RIGHT NOW TO 
PROTECT MUELLER’ 

EXCLUSIVE: McCarthy on declassifying the House Intel memo on surveillance: “I think it would 
be appropriate that the public has full view of it” 

EXCLUSIVE: Former Defense Sec. Robert Gates says there will be a “political cost” for firing 
Mueller 

PLUS: Sen. Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.) on reports of Trump’s order to fire Mueller: “New York 
talk” 

JANUARY 28, 2018 – In an exclusive interview this morning on “Meet the Press,” HouseMajority 
Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) told moderator Chuck Todd, “I don't think there’s a need for 
legislation right now to protect Mueller” when asked if he would support such legislation, 
following reports this week of the president's reported order to fire Mueller. 
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McCarthy also addressed the House Intelligence Committee memo on surveillance, “Having 
read this memo, I think it would be appropriate that the public has full view of it.” Watch the 
exclusive interview with the House Majority Leader. 

On the possible firing of Mueller, Senator Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.) told Todd: “That's New York 
talk. I look at it strictly as the New York language that they have which is different than most 
other people.” 

Expanding on how that is “New York talk,” Manchin said, “Let's see if [Trump] moves on 
Rosenstein. If he moves on Rosenstein, Chuck, I think at that time there'll be Democrats and 
Republicans saying, ‘Time to protect the judicial system and the three branches of government 
having equal power.’ Absolutely.” Watch the interview with the West Virginia senator. 

In an exclusive interview, former Defense Sec. Robert Gates addressed what Congress should 
do to protect Mueller if the president decides to fire him: “The one thing that can be done is to 
try and figure out how to make it clear the magnitude of the political cost that would be 
incurred should he be fired.” Watch the exclusive interview with the former defense secretary. 

NBC News special correspondent Tom Brokaw, NBC News Capitol Hill correspondent Kasie 
Hunt, National Review editor Rich Lowry and Democratic strategist Heather McGhee joined 
this morning’s roundtable for insight and analysis where Brokaw noted, “I think for the country, 
frankly, Chuck, it's kind of a non-issue now that [Trump] was thinking about firing [Mueller] six 
months ago but he did not. I think that they moved on.” 

 

MTP EXCLUSIVE: PRIEBUS ‘NEVER FELT’ THAT TRUMP WAS GOING TO FIRE MUELLER 

EXCLUSIVE: Priebus: “never felt that there was some kind of collusion or some kind of 
obstruction situation going on at all in the West Wing” 

PLUS: Brennan: Steele Dossier “did not play any role whatsoever” in early intelligence 
assessments 

PLUS: Brennan: Nunes “abused the office of chairmanship” 

EXCLUSIVE: Bryant Gumbel: “the protest is about police brutality and has nothing to do with 
the military or the flag” 

FEBRUARY 4, 2018 – In an exclusive interview this morning on “Meet the Press,” former Chief of 
Staff to President Donald Trump Reince Priebus told moderator Chuck Todd, that “of all the 
things that we went through in the West Wing, I never felt that the president was going to fire 
the Special Counsel.” 
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Priebus added, “I think it was very clear by the president's own words that he was concerned 
about the conflicts of interest that he felt that the special counsel had. And he made that very 
clear. Perhaps someone interpreted that to mean something else. But I know the difference 
between fire that person, why isn't that person gone, to what I read in that New York 
Times'piece.” 

When asked about the Russia probe, Priebus said, “I've never felt that there was some sort of 
collusion or some kind of obstruction situation going on in the West Wing. I never felt 
that.”Watch the exclusive interview with former Chief of Staff Reince Priebus. 

In his first appearance as an NBC News Senior National Security and Intelligence Analyst, former 
CIA Director John Brennan told Todd that the Steele Dossier “did not play any role whatsoever” 
in early intelligence assessments. 

When asked about the June 2016 meeting in Trump Tower, Brennan said it was “foolish” and 
“irresponsible,” and added “I find it inexplicable in terms of how that meeting took place and 
interest in part of individuals, very close to Mr. Trump, who wanted to get dirt on Hillary Clinton 
from Russians.” 

Referring to Rep. Devin Nunes (R-Calif.), Brennan said he “has abused the office of the 
chairmanship” of the House Intel Committee, and that it was “appalling” that he did not allow 
Democrats on his committee to put out their report as well. 

When asked about his successor, CIA Director Mike Pompeo, Brennan said “senior members of 
this Administration who follow Donald Trump’s way of trying to denigrate and condemn 
everything that happened before them as a way to make them appear that they are doing 
things better than ever have been previously.” Watch the interview with former CIA Director 
John Brennan. 

Host of HBO’s “Real Sports” Bryant Gumbel exclusively joined “Meet the Press” this morning 
and, referring to players who have kneeled during the National Anthem, Gumbel told Todd that 
“the protest is about police brutality and has nothing to do with the military or the flag.” 
Gumbel was joined by PBS’ Yamiche Alcindor, MSNBC’s Hugh Hewitt, The Washington 
Post’s Eugene Robinson and The Cook Political Report’s Amy Walter on this morning’s 
roundtable for insight and analysis. Alcindor addressed the release of the House Intelligence 
Committee memo on surveillance and noted, the “Hashtag, release the memo was way more 
important than the actual memo.” 
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SEN. FLAKE JOINS "MEET THE PRESS WITH CHUCK TODD" IN AN EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW THIS 
SUNDAY – PLUS: WH LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR MARC SHORT 

__ 

Marc Short 
White House Director of Legislative Affairs 

__ 

EXCLUSIVE 
Sen. Jeff Flake (R-Ariz.) 

__ 

Clint Watts 
Senior Fellow, Center for Cyber and Homeland Security at The George Washington University; 
NBC News National Security Analyst 

__ 

Kristen Welker 
White House Correspondent, NBC News 

Peggy Noonan 
Columnist, The Wall Street Journal; NBC News and MSNBC Political Analyst 

Eddie Glaude Jr. 
Chair, Center for African-American Studies; William S. Tod Professor of Religion and African-
American Studies, Princeton University 

Erick Erickson 
Host, WSB Radio “Atlanta's Evening News with Erick Erickson;” Editor, The Resurgent 

 

MTP EXCLUSIVE: LANKFORD SAYS ‘THE PROBLEM IS NOT OWNING AN AR-15’ IT’S ‘THE 
PERSON THAT OWNS IT’ 

EXCLUSIVE: Sanders: “Nobody in our campaign was interviewed” by Mueller 

EXCLUSIVE: Sanders: Obama “was in a very difficult position” on Russia meddling, "maybe he 
should have done more” 



PLUS: Broward County Public Schools Superintendent Runcie: “We need a smarter system” 

PLUS: Marjory Stoneman Douglas students: “Attention is on us now” 

February 18, 2018 – In an exclusive interview this morning on “Meet the Press,” Sen. James 
Lankford (R-Okla.) told moderator Chuck Todd: “The problem is not owning an AR-15,” it’s “the 
person that owns it,” and added that the issue is the individual, “not the weapon that they're 
holding." 

When asked if it should be harder to purchase an AR-15, Lankford exclusively replied: "I actually 
don't think it should be. I think what should be is difficult for any person with any kind of 
criminal background history, domestic violence, mental instability, all of those things, 
regardless. I don't care whether they're buying a 22 pistol or an AR-15." Watch the full 
interview with Sen. James Lankford. 

Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) also exclusively joined the program, telling Todd that “nobody in our 
campaign was interviewed” by Special Counsel Mueller, adding that what he read in the 
indictment report was “kind of old news.” 

When asked about Rep. Adam Schiff’s (D-Calif.) recent comments on the Obama 
Administration’s handling of the Russian interference in the 2016 election, Sanders said: 
“Obama was in a very difficult position. He did not want to make it look like he was favoring 
Hillary Clinton. Maybe he should have done more.” And, on President Trump not speaking out 
on the issue, Sanders stated: “that we don’t have a president speaking out on this issue is a 
horror show.” 

Sanders also addressed the shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School telling Todd 
that “Republicans are going to have to say that it’s more important to protect the children of 
this country than to antagonize the NRA.” Watch the full interview with Sen. Bernie Sanders. 

In the wake of the shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School, five of the school’s 
students, Jaclyn Corin, Emma Gonzalez, David Hogg, Cameron Kasky and Alex Wind also joined 
“Meet the Press” this morning, announcing “March for Our Lives,” a nationwide event and 
march in Washington, and telling Todd that the “attention is on us now.” 

Broward County Public Schools Superintendent Robert Runcie also joined the program, telling 
Todd: “we need a smarter system. We need a smarter infrastructure where various agencies, 
departments, school systems, they're working in a more integrated and collaborative fashion to 
ensure that we can share data, we can share information, to enhance our level of 
effectiveness.” Watch the interview. 

Democratic strategist Cornell Belcher, NBC News’ Hallie Jackson and Carol Lee and CNBC’sRick 
Santelli joined this morning’s roundtable for additional insight and analysis, where they also 
discussed the president's response to Special Counsel Mueller's latest indictments. 
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MTP EXCLUSIVE: TOOMEY SAYS HIS BIPARTISAN GUN LEGISLATION WOULDN’T ‘SOLVE ALL 
PROBLEMS’ 

EXCLUSIVE: Toomey On Raising The Age For Rifle Purchases: “Very Skeptical” 

PLUS: Toomey On NRA: “I Disagree With Them” 

EXCLUSIVE: Klobuchar: “Congress Didn’t Have The Courage To Pass” A Background Check Bill 
After Sandy Hook 

PLUS: Klobuchar: Fines For Social Media Is A “Great Idea” 

EXCLUSIVE: Massie: Background Checks Are “False Senses of Security” 

FEBRUARY 25, 2018 – In an exclusive interview this morning on “Meet the Press,” Sen. Pat 
Toomey (R-Pa.) told moderator Chuck Todd that his bipartisan gun legislation wouldn’t “solve 
all problems, and we never suggested it would.” When asked if he supports the idea of raising 
the age on assault weapons from 18 to 21, Toomey exclusively replied: “I’m very skeptical 
about that,” and added, “the difference between the AR-15 and an awful lot of commonly-sold 
rifles is just cosmetic.” 

In response to NRA head Wayne LaPierre’s speech over the weekend, Toomey said: “This is the 
first I’ve heard, and I don’t know what else Wayne LaPierre said, so that strikes me as a little bit 
conspiratorial in its tone, but again I don’t have it in the full context.” Toomey added: “The NRA 
once held the position that I hold, which is that background checks at gun sales and any kind of 
commercial sale are appropriate. The NRA changed its position on that. I disagree with 
them.”Watch the full interview with Sen. Pat Toomey. 

Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-Minn.) also exclusively joined the program, telling Todd that fining 
social media companies if they fail to "purge itself of bots" would be a "great idea." 

On the gun issue, Klobuchar said that after Sandy Hook, “Congress didn’t have the courage to 
pass” a background check bill, adding, “I don’t think you’re going to see that happen again.” 

When asked about the FBI’s handling of the Parkland shooting, Klobuchar said: “I think 
someone clearly made a major, tragic mistake in not reporting that to the Miami field office.” 

On what gun owners in Minnesota had to say about the reform, Klobuchar exclusively said: “We 
have a big hunting culture here ... what these hunters were telling me the last few days is that 
they are ready to do some background checks. They understand as law-abiding gun owners that 
we need to make changes.” Watch the full interview with Sen. Amy Klobuchar. 
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Rep. Thomas Massie (R-Ky.) also exclusively joined the program, telling moderator Chuck Todd 
that background checks are “false senses of security.” Massie compared trying to fix the 
background check system to putting “lipstick on a pig.” Watch the full interview with Rep. 
Thomas Massie. 

CBN News’ David Brody, The New York Times’ Helene Cooper, American Enterprise 
Institute’sDanielle Pletka and former White House Press Secretary and NBC News Political 
Analyst Josh Earnest joined this morning’s roundtable for additional insight and analysis, where 
they also discussed special counsel Robert Mueller’s new indictments and the Trump 
administration’s response to calls for sanctions on Russia. 

 

MTP: COMMERCE SEC. ROSS HAS ‘NO REASON TO THINK’ TRUMP WILL REVERSE TARIFF PLAN, 
SAYS DECISION ‘WASN’T SUDDEN’ 

Ross Contradicts Navarro on Country Exclusions, Tells Todd “We’ll See” 

Ross on Trump Tariff Announcement: “I Don’t Know Why Anybody Should’ve Been So 
Shocked” 

EXCLUSIVE: Obama Chief of Staff Says Administration’s Russia Response Was “Watered Down 
on the Insistence of Mitch McConnell” 

EXCLUSIVE: Sen. Angus King (I-Maine): “There is Concern” About Tariff Decision 

EXCLUSIVE: Putin Tells Megyn Kelly He Will “Never, Never” Extradite the 13 Indicted Russian 
Nationals to U.S. 

MARCH 4, 2018 – When asked by “Meet the Press” moderator Chuck Todd if President Donald 
Trump will reverse his controversial tariff announcement this week, Commerce Secretary 
Wilbur Ross wouldn’t commit: “Whatever his final decision is is what will happen.” 

“The president has announced that this will happen this week. I have no reason to think 
otherwise,” Ross said. “The markets started recovering on Friday as it began to adjust to the 
realities that this is not the end of the world,” when asked if the decision will hold on Monday 
should the markets continue to be affected. 

The secretary also addressed the timing of the announcement: “It wasn't sudden,” he said, 
adding: “With a whole year of preparation, I don't know why anybody should've been so 
shocked.” 
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Contrary to White House trade adviser Peter Navarro confirming “there will be no country 
exclusions,” Ross told Chuck: “We’ll see. The president makes the decisions.” Watch the full 
interview. 

Sen. Angus King (I-Maine), in an exclusive interview, addressed the tariff announcement: “You 
can't make a change of this significance and assume that nothing else is going to happen as a 
result.” He added: “There is a concern. This is a very, very important decision and it's one that 
could have long-term ramifications. And it was announced in this kind of shorthand way.” 

On the Senate Intelligence Committee’s Russia investigation, King said it’s “worlds apart” from 
the House’s investigation and the “hardest part and the most contentious part, frankly, is the 
final piece, which is … to talk about connections between the Trump campaign and officials 
surrounding the president with, with foreign entities leading up to the election and 
after.” Watch the full interview. 

In an exclusive interview, Denis McDonough, White House chief of staff to President Barack 
Obama, told Todd, “yes,” the administration’s response to Russia’s election interference “was 
watered down on the insistence of Mitch McConnell.” McDonough also said that he believes he 
“sounded the alarm enough” on Russia. Watch the full interview. 

The broadcast also aired an excerpt from NBC News’ Megyn Kelly’s exclusive sit-down 
interview in Russia with President Putin, in which he does not deny that Russians and Russian 
companies were involved in 2016 election interference but says there was no Russian 
government involvement. “I know that they do not represent the Russian state, the Russian 
authorities. What they did specifically, I have no idea. I do not know what they were guided 
by,” said Putin. When asked if he would extradite the 13 indicted Russian nationals to the 
United States, Putin told Kelly: “Never, never. Russia does not extradite its citizens to anyone, 
just like the United States.” Watch the exchange. More of the interview to come in the days 
ahead. 

NBC News’ Tom Brokaw and Katy Tur, Republican strategist Al Cardenas and presidential 
historian Doris Kearns Goodwin joined this morning’s roundtable to discuss the week in 
politics, with Tur noting that “the Mueller headlines this week alone were staggering.” 

 

MTP EXCLUSIVE: MNUCHIN SAYS NORTH KOREA MEETING ‘ISN’T ABOUT ELEVATING 
ANYBODY,’ DEFENDS TRUMP’S RALLY COMMENTS: ‘A LOT OF FUNNY MOMENTS’ 

EXCLUSIVE: Treasury Secretary Mnuchin on Trump Rally Attacks: “These Are Campaign Rally 
Issues” 

EXCLUSIVE: Arizona Sen. Flake (R) on Trump’s Attacks on Free Press: “I Don’t Think It’s a 
Responsible Thing to Do” 
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PLUS: Massachusetts Sen. Warren (D) on Trump Meeting with North Koreans: “Worried That 
They're Going to Take Advantage of Him” 

MARCH 11, 2018 – In an exclusive interview with “Meet the Press” moderator Chuck 
Todd,Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin says President Donald Trump meeting with North 
Korean leader Kim Jong-Un “isn’t about elevating anybody” and “a major reason of why they’re 
having this meeting is because the economic sanctions have had – have – a very big impact on 
both their economy, and their ability to get pieces of material and other things they need for 
their weapons programs.” 

Denuclearization of the Korean peninsula is “absolutely” still American policy, and “the logistics 
haven’t been figured out yet” on the meeting location, shared Mnuchin. 

When asked about the president’s attacks last night in his Pennsylvania rally, including about 
Todd himself, Mnuchin told Todd: “These are campaign rally issues… He’s using these 
vulgarities in the context of a campaign rally and obviously there were a lot of funny moments 
on that rally.”Watch the full interview. 

Sen. Jeff Flake (R-Ariz.) also addressed Trump’s speech last night and his attacks on the press in 
an exclusive interview: “I don't think it's a responsible thing to do… We should never normalize 
this kind of behavior, particularly from the president of the United States.” On the president’s 
decision to meet with North Korea, Flake said: “It looks as if North Korea has come to a point 
where they believe that they can be treated as a nuclear power.” 

Flake ended the interview by saying he believes Trump needs to be challenged in 2020 by 
someone in the GOP who espouses his views: “It would be a tough go in a Republican primary. 
The Republican Party is the Trump party right now. But that's not to say it will stay that 
way.”Watch the full interview. 

Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.), when asked multiple times to pledge serving a six-year term 
upon reelection this year, told Todd repeatedly: “I am not running for president.” 

“I am very worried that they're going to take advantage of him,” said Warren in reference to 
the North Koreans meeting with Trump. The senator also responded to The Berkshire Eagle 
editorial calling for her to take a DNA test: “I know who I am. And never used it for anything. 
Never got any benefit from it anywhere.” Watch the full interview. 

Joining this morning’s roundtable for insight and analysis were Matt Bai of Yahoo! 
News, Andrea Mitchell of NBC News, Peggy Noonan of The Wall Street Journal and Eugene 
Robinson of The Washington Post. Mitchell offered analysis of the week’s North Korea 
developments, telling Todd: “They've had a victory by setting the terms and by having the 
meeting itself, as you were pointing out. This is what all North Korean leaders have wanted. 
Three generations have wanted a meeting, legitimacy from an American president.” Watch the 
discussion. 
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MTP EXCLUSIVE: RUBIO: McCABE ‘SHOULD’VE BEEN ALLOWED TO FINISH THROUGH 
WEEKEND,’ ‘DON’T’ BELIEVE FACEBOOK HAS TOLD THE EXTENT OF USER DATA IN 2016 

EXCLUSIVE: House Intel’s Rep. Conaway (R-Texas) Says Committee “Was Not Charged With 
Answering the Collusion Idea,” Then Says “We Investigated Was There Collusion” 

EXCLUSIVE: Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio) on Trump: “I Hear So Many Republican Senators 
Grumble About His Ethics, About His Name-Calling” 

NEW: Democrats Hold Double-Digit Lead for 2018 Midterm Elections in New NBC News/WSJ 
Poll 

MARCH 18, 2018 – In an exclusive interview on “Meet the Press with Chuck Todd,” Sen. Marco 
Rubio (R-Fla.) reacted to the firing of former FBI deputy director Andrew McCabe on Friday: “I 
don't like the way it happened. He should've been allowed to finish through the weekend.” 

Rubio told Todd that the Senate Intelligence Committee should “potentially” call McCabe back 
to testify and addressed the damage the firing does to the FBI and the Justice Department: “We 
need to be very careful about taking these very important entities and smearing everybody in 
them with a broad stroke.” 

When asked if he believes Facebook has told the Senate Intelligence Committee the extent of 
everything that was done with their users, Rubio replied, “I don’t, and I think we've learned that 
the hard way. Every time that we've spoken to them it's kind of rolled out as more coming 
out…. I'm disturbed by that.” Watch the full interview. 

Rep. Michael Conaway (R-Texas) of the House Intelligence Committee joined the broadcast in 
an exclusive interview this morning, sharing that “our committee doesn’t – was not charged 
with answering the collusion idea. So we really weren't focused on that direction.” He then 
said: “We investigated, was there collusion between the Trump campaign and the Russians or 
was there collusion between the Clinton campaign and the Russians?” 

When asked if he would potentially want to reopen the committee’s investigation because of 
the blockbuster story about Facebook and Cambridge Analytica, Conaway replied, “No, it's a 
different issue.” Watch the full interview. 

Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio), who also joined the show in an exclusive interview, told Chuck 
Todd: “I hear so many Republican senators grumble about his [Trump’s] ethics, about his name-
calling. … At some point Republican enablers in the House and Senate are going to say publicly 
what they've been saying privately. And that's when things change and we see a president back 
off this kind of name-calling, not telling the truth, sending out these tweets, all that.” Watch the 
full interview. 

https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/justice-department/rubio-fbi-s-mccabe-should-have-been-allowed-retire-n857676
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/rubio-i-m-disturbed-about-facebook-s-growth-and-behavior-1188833859562
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/full-rubio-interview-on-mccabe-i-don-t-like-the-way-it-happened-1188826179856
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/full-conaway-we-re-trying-to-stay-away-from-the-mueller-investigation-1188830787776
http://nbcnews.to/2pqEk31
http://nbcnews.to/2pqEk31


New NBC News/Wall Street Journal poll numbers debuting on this morning’s broadcast show 
Democrats enjoy a 10-point advantage over Republicans in congressional preference for the 
2018 midterm elections, even as President Donald Trump's job approval rating has ticked 
up.Read more. 

NBC News’ José Díaz-Balart, National Review’s Jonah Goldberg, POLITICO’s Eliana Johnson and 
The Cook Political Report’s Amy Walter joined this morning’s roundtable to discuss the week in 
politics, including the Russia investigation. Johnson said Trump is doing “great damage to his 
cause because the McCabe firing, from what we know, was recommended by career 
politicians”: “It is making it look like a political action. … Had the president stayed out of this, he 
would have had the facts on his side.” 

Read the full transcript of this morning’s “Meet the Press” on MeetThePress.com. 

For more from moderator Chuck Todd throughout the week, watch “MTP Daily” weekdays at 5 
p.m. ET on MSNBC. 

MTP EXCLUSIVE: LEWANDOWSKI ‘DIDN’T KNOW’ BANNON’S ‘ULTIMATE ROLE’ IN 
CAMBRIDGE ANALYTICA, WARNER ‘QUESTIONED USE OF REALLY SKETCHY FIRM’ LAST YEAR 

EXCLUSIVE: Lewandowski on Mueller Probe: “I Have Not Been Subpoenaed” 

PLUS: Lewandowski: “I Don’t Believe It’s General Kelly's Job to Manage the President. His Job 
is To Manage the Staff” 

PLUS: Sen. Warner (D-Va.): “I Don’t Think Facebook Has Been Fully Forthcoming,” “Mr. 
Zuckerberg Needs to Come and Testify” 

MARCH 25, 2018 – Former campaign manager for President Donald Trump Corey 
Lewandowski addressed Cambridge Analytica’s role in the campaign in an exclusive interview 
this morning on “Meet the Press with Chuck Todd”: “I never approved Cambridge Analytica's 
contract. … They did not come to the campaign until after I left,” telling Todd he “knew that 
Steve [Bannon] had a role in the organization. I didn't know what his ultimate role was.” 

“I have not been subpoenaed,” Lewandowski said of the Mueller probe. “I can say that during 
my tenure, Chuck, which is all I can speak to, I saw no Russians.” 

Addressing NBC News’ exclusive reporting that Trump has considered firing his chief of staff this 
month and not naming a successor, Lewandowski shared: “I don't believe it's General Kelly's job 
to manage the president. His job is to manage the staff. And that's what he has been 
doing.”Watch the full interview. 

http://nbcnews.to/2tVaPM5
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/full-panel-debate-over-russia-investigations-gives-way-to-emotional-fight-1188853827580
http://www.meetthepress.com/
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/amid-white-house-turmoil-trump-mused-about-life-without-chief-n859301
https://nbcnews.to/2Gn9lis


When asked if he knew of Bannon’s role with Cambridge Analytica, Sen. Mark Warner (D-Va.), 
vice chair of Senate Intelligence Committee, shared he “was aware” Cambridge Analytica had 
connections of “a colorful reputation.” 

The Virginia senator continued: “I don't think Facebook has been fully forthcoming. I called out 
Facebook back in December of '16. In the spring of '17, I questioned micro-targeting and the 
use of this really sketchy firm Cambridge Analytica.” He called on CEO Mark Zuckerberg “to 
come and testify.” Watch the full interview. 

Todd traveled to Madison, Wis. this week to speak with “Reach Out Wisconsin,” a group 
comprised of voters across party lines, about gun reforms ahead of yesterday’s “March for Our 
Lives.” Watch the full discussion. 

PBS’ Robert Costa, MSNBC’s Hugh Hewitt, NBC News’ Kasie Hunt and Democratic 
strategistHeather McGhee joined this morning’s roundtable for additional insight and analysis 
on the week in politics, including the president’s hire of John Bolton as his new national security 
adviser, withCosta noting, “It's not so much an ideological case they're making, it's a personality 
mesh with the president.” 

 

 

https://nbcnews.to/2GpgOOf
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/full-wisconsin-panel-we-ve-got-to-be-bold-on-guns-1194523203538
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/full-panel-with-john-bolton-is-white-house-embracing-chaos-1194561603701
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