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    WNBW QUARTERLY ISSUES 

            Second Quarter 2018 

 

Through informal ascertainment by written and oral communication with 

community members, it was determined that among the concerns of the 

Gainesville Community at-large were the following issues: 

 

     

     

    Consumer Safety 

    Crime 

    Environment 

    Business 

    Politics 

Health 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    WNBW-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

 

Issue:    Consumer Information 

Program:   Alachua County Talks 

Type of Program:  Public Affairs half hour weekly 

Airdate:   Sundays, Second Quarter 2018     

    April 1, 2018 through June 30, 2018 

Airtime:   Sundays, 5:30am plus various other available  

    times throughout the quarter 

Duration:   30 minutes 

Description:   This weekly program is a locally produced discussion  

    program concerning various issues in the community  

    and county.  It features people from our community who

    are involved in bettering our lives and those who live  

    here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    WNBW-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

 

Issue:    Local Crime 

Program:   Police On Duty 

Type of Program:  Locally produced half hour with Police Department 

Airdate:   Saturdays and Sundays Second Quarter 2018  

     April 1, 2017 through June 30, 2018 

Airtime:   Saturdays, 2:30am and Sundays 4:30am plus various 

    other times available throughout the quarter. 

Duration:   30 Minutes 

Description:   In cooperation with the Gainesville Police Department, 

    we air this locally-produced show featuring current  

    day-to-day problems that face this local law  agency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    WNBW-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

 

Issue:    Community Public Affairs 

Program:   Ilene Silverman Show 

Type of Program:  Public Affairs 

Airdate:   Sundays Second Quarter 2018     

    April 1, 2018 through June 30, 2018 

Airtime:   6:30am and various other times when available 

Duration:   30 Minutes 

Description:   Ilene Silverman is a locally produced public affairs   

    program which covers a wide array of community issues, 

    including health, community events and community 

    programs benefitting our citizens. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    WNBW-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES 

 

Issues:   Crime/Health/Consumer Information/Political/  

    Education/Weather/Safety/Environment 

 

Program:   CBS4 News on NBC9 

Type of Program:  Daily half hour local News program 

Airdate:   Monday-Friday, Second Quarter 2018    

    April 1, 2018 through June 30, 2018 

Airtime:   6pm and 11pm 

Duration:   30 Minutes 

Description:   See attached for details on specific issues covered  

    throughout the quarter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ISSUE:  CONSUMER SAFETY 

April 12 
The Alachua County Environmental Protection Department has fined GRU $292 after more than 600,000 
gallons of raw sewage was released into Loblolly Nature Park last week. 
The department says a GRU contractor cut into a main sewage line, causing 150,000 gallons to spill. The 
situation was made worse when officials say a car later hit a hose filled with sewage, causing nearly 
another half-million of gallons of sewage to leak into the wetland. 
The agency fined the utility $146 each for the two incidents, said Alachua County Environmental 
Protection Director Chris Bird. 
“Bottom line is we don’t want raw sewage going into our urban creeks so, we do fine them," Bird said. 
"Hopefully this is somewhat of a deterrent to make whoever caused the spill to look at what they can do 
next time to prevent this.” 
GRU told CBS News 4 that about 250,000 gallons of wastewater has been removed from the site so far. 
The utility says they're monitoring the water quality in the creeks and recent test results show the water 
quality is recovering. 
The park was reopened today. 
 
May 8 
A local roofing company is accused of being paid thousands of dollars for work, but leaving home 
owners with unfinished roofs. 
“Every time I got well they’re backed up, they’re waiting on such on such… There was always some kind 
of excuse.” 
When Rachel Tate signed a contract with Carlson Enterprises for roof repairs she expected the work to 
be done, but months after the company cashed her $9,000 insurance check all she got were excuses and 
unreturned phone calls. 
“The sales agent actually quit the company and he told me you might want to look into this there might 
be some issues,” Tate said. 
She’s not the only one— Shannon Nelson from the Better Business Bureau says nearly 100 complaints 
have been filed against the company. 
“The volume of complaints that we’ve received have been that the consumers have paid them a large of 
sum of money up front and have had no work done,” Nelson said. 
Tate said later she found out that a permit had never even been filed to do the work. 
“After all of that and never being able to get a hold of anyone, that’s when we knew there was a real 
issue and we we’re going to have to pay out of pocket to get the roof done ourselves,” Tate said. 
The company had offices in Gainesville, Jacksonville, Orlando and Tampa and the complaints have 
become so numerous that the attorney general has stepped in. 
Attorney General Pam Bondi filed a civil lawsuit against the company alleging that they failed to begin 
numerous projects, but continued to solicit new customers as recently as February. 
Meanwhile many customers have unfinished roofs and the doors of Carlson Enterprises remain closed. 
Nelson said home owners who paid Carlson Enterprises and have unfinished roofs are victims of 
contractor fraud. 
“At that point, it’s a crime. If it’s been so many months and they just took your money, its contractor 
fraud.” 
As for Tate, she said she didn’t expect to be taken advantage of by a company that she believed was 
reputable, but looking back she wishes she had done some things differently. 
“Maybe not paying as much up front, but saying okay when you deliver supplies you can have this chunk 
of money.” 

http://myfloridalegal.com/webfiles.nsf/WF/HFIS-AY8KYY/$file/02+041618+Complaint.pdf


If a contractor asks you to sign a waiver for an estimate make sure you know what you’re signing. Some 
people fall victim to fraud by signing over their insurance benefits without even realizing it. 
“When you don’t realize you’re signing over everything you have to this company and they have no 
intention of coming back, that’s when you run into problems,” Nelson said. 
The Better Business Bureau says to avoid being a victim of contractor fraud you should get everything in 
writing, never pay large payments up front and do your research on the company and their track record. 
If you believe you’ve been a victim of fraud you can file a complaint with BBB and the Florida 
Department of Business and Professional Regulation. 
 
May 9 
A University of Florida professor is working with law enforcement to detect skimming devices that could 
steal your credit card information. 
Professor Patrick Traynor says in the last three years, he’s had his credit card skimmed six times. 
“As an information security professional, I’m kind of embarrassed by this. If I can’t protect myself, who 
possibly can,” Traynor said. “It happens at gas pumps, it happens at ATMs, it happens inside stores. 
Anywhere you can swipe a card, bad guys can steal it.” 
Traynor was determined to sit down with his students and find a way to protect average people, and 
themselves. Their solution is the device they call the “Skim Reaper.” 
“The Skim Reaper is basically a credit card shaped device that you use like a regular credit card, it counts 
the read heads in the device and will tell you in a second if you have a skimmer,” Traynor said. 
Just like a regular credit card, you can swipe it or dip it, and the device will tell you if a skimmer is being 
used. 
“The problems that are most important to solve, I think are the ones that affect lots of people,” said 
Nolan Scaife, a doctoral research student. “The ones that are easy to get motivation behind are the ones 
that affect me. It’s important to me to work on things that have impact that affect average people.” 
Their invention has caught the attention of law enforcement. Right now, both NYPD and the Alachua 
County Sheriff’s Office are experimenting with the Skim Reaper. 
Their hope is to one day make it as small as a credit card so that anyone can buy one and keep it in their 
wallet. 

 

ISSUE:  BUSINESS 

April 9 
 Whole Foods Market announced its first Gainesville store will open on May 9. 
The 40,000-square-foot store at 3490 SW Archer Road will open at 9 a.m. with giveaways and 
"celebrations of local flavor," according to a release. 
The store will employ about 140 full-time and part-time employees. Store hours will be 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
The store will feature: 
- grab-and-go prepared foods 
- groceries 
- a self-service counter with coffee, tea, cold-pressed juice and natural sodas on tap. 
- create-your-own Acai Bowls 
- Made in-house sushi, pizza and sandwiches 
- Amazon lockers for package pickup. 
 

https://www.bbb.org/en/us/article/tips/14081-bbb-tip-hiring-a-contractor
http://www.myfloridalicense.com/dbpr/pro/cilb/documents/construction_related_complaint_package.pdf
http://www.myfloridalicense.com/dbpr/pro/cilb/documents/construction_related_complaint_package.pdf


April 18 
When you drive on I-75 near Archer Road in Gainesville, it’s hard to miss the ongoing progress of the 
new, massive Celebration Pointe development. 
It’s been a spectacle for years, but for some the wait is coming to an end. 
“As of tomorrow, we have Kilwins, we have the theater, Tommy Hilfiger and Nike,” said Sean Mcintosh, 
Celebration Pointe’s asset manager. “But over the next several months there will be additions coming 
almost on a monthly basis.” 
Even with these shops and restaurants coming slowly but surely, the development is still attracting a 
crowd. 
“It’s amazing being that we’ve had one tenant open in the promenade area and Regal as an 
anchor…how much traffic we’ve seen in this area,” Mcintosh said. “People are just enjoying the space.” 
That one tenant being the Kilwins chocolate shop. With the smell of all of its candy, there’s no wonder 
why the people flock right over. 
“They are really excited about Celebration Pointe and Kilwins,” said Julian Immanuel, owner of Kilwins at 
Celebration Pointe. “We’ve had a lot of feedback from students and families that know Kilwins from 
other places, and they’re really happy that we’re coming here.” 
 
April 23 
Sears has announced it is closing its store at the Oaks Mall in Gainesville. 
The store will remain open through mid-July, with its liquidation sale beginning Friday. A spokesman 
called it a difficult but necessary decision. 
"We have been strategically and aggressively evaluating our store space and productivity, and have 
accelerated the closing of unprofitable stores as previously announced," the spokesman said in a 
release. "This is not an effort solely aimed at cost savings but is part of a strategy we’ have been 
executing against as many of our larger stores are too big for our needs. Having fewer stores – and the 
right format – will help us bring Sears Holdings to a size and place to meet the realities of the changing 
retail world." 

It's been a tough time for retailers. The Gainesville store is one of as many as two dozen Sears is 
closing across the country. 

It is the second retailer to announce it is leaving the Oaks Mall this year. Macy's announced it was 
leaving at the beginning of the year. It was replaced by a Dillard's expansion. 
Sears has not publicly announced how many associates will be affected. It says they are eligible to 
receive severance and have the opportunity to apply for positions at remaining Sears and Kmart stores. 
 
May 17 
The Ocala Drive-In has been open since 1947, and even after all this time, some things just don’t change. 
Movie goers say they come to the Ocala Drive-In for the experience. 
“When they come through the gates, it’s almost like a time warp,” said John Watzke, owner of the Ocala 
Drive-In. “You see very few of them playing with their cell phones. You see them having quality family 
time together. It’s a step back in time.” 
A time before hi-tech movie theaters and sound systems – back when there were more than 46 hundred 
drive in theaters across the country. 
Now, barely 300 drive-ins remain in the country – 8 of them in Florida. 
Watzke says the care-free atmosphere keeps them competitive. Baby’s can cry, and dogs can bark. Your 
experience is your own without having to worry about the person sitting beside you in a crowded 
theater. 

http://www.businessinsider.com/sears-kmart-stores-closing-list-2018-4
http://mycbs4.com/news/local/macys-closing-store-at-oaks-mall-in-gainesville
http://mycbs4.com/news/local/macys-closing-store-at-oaks-mall-in-gainesville
http://mycbs4.com/news/local/dillards-doubling-its-size-at-the-oaks-mall-by-buying-macys-soon-to-be-vacant-space


“We love being able to bring the baby,” Katie Holley, a movie goer said. “We wouldn’t be able to 
normally bring her to a regular movie theater. People would be so angry. It’s great because as soon as 
she falls asleep I can lay her down to sleep as we enjoy the rest of the movie.” 
“The drive-ins, it’s a dying tradition,” Watzke said. “As long as I can keep this drive-in open, and the few 
owners that are left in the country that believe in what they’re doing and keep theirs going, it gives the 
next generation a chance to see what we used to do.” 
Drive-in movie theaters originated in the summer of 1933. Several years later, Ocala got its very own. 
 “The original owners came down from Kentucky in late 1947, and the drive-in opened in March of 1948 
as the Dyer Drive-In,” Watzke said. 
A day that Roberta Dyer-Smith, daughter to the original owner, will always remember. 
“Dad was always, I guess you could say and entrepreneur,” Smith said. “He liked to try different things. It 
was a big deal when the drive-in opened because there were no drive in theaters near Ocala at the 
time.” 
Smith and her family lived on the property, and dad expected all of them to work as well. As a freshman 
in high school, Smith was in charge of the box office. Leaving her with some fun memories. 
“I remember one time there was a young man and a little kid, and they wanted 3 popcorns,” Smith said. 
“And the attendant said ‘three?’ and the little kid said ‘Johnny’s in the trunk! Johnny’s in the trunk!’ 
They were trying to sneak him in.” 
Regardless of new and developing technology, there is something about the old times creating a family-
friendly atmosphere, that never seem to die. 
“I would like to see more young families, young couples with families, take advantage of how easy it is to 
go to a movie and they don’t have to spend a lot of money,” Smith said. 
“You see families being a family again,” Watzke said. “They spend quality time. You see the children 
running around the playground area. It’s just a step back.” 
The Ocala Drive-In has passed through multiple hands over the years, permanently closing twice. 
Watzke has had it since 2011. 
He says the key to his success has been preserving the drive-in’s old time feel to attract his generation. 
“But my generation is going to bring your generation and the next generation to show what we used to 
do,” Watzke said. “Y’all are going to fall in love with it like we did, and y’all are going to continue with it 
when we’re gone.” 
The drive-in is open seven days a week, rain or shine. If you'd like to check it out, for two movies, adult 
admission is six dollars and three dollars for kids. 

 

ISSUE:  CRIME 

April 19 
Gilchrist County Sheriff Sgt. Noel Ramirez and Deputy Taylor Lindsey stopped to eat at at a Chinese 
restaurant in the tiny city of Trenton around 3 p.m. Thursday when authorities say a man shot through 
the window and killed both men without warning. 
Sheriff Bobby Schultz say deputies responded to a 911 call from the China Ace restaurant on State Road 
26 and found the suspect, a man he only identified as "a coward", dead outside the restaurant. 
Deputies later identified the shooter as 59-year-old John Hubert Highnote of Bell, Fla. 
The deadly shootings left deputies to wonder why someone would kill two men Schultz identified as 
"the best of the best." 
"I don't have answers as to why this happened," Schultz said, noting the Florida Department of Law 
Enforcement is investigating. Schultz said the 29-year-old Ramirez was a 7-year-veteran who was 



married with children. Lindsay was 25 years old. A statement released Thursday night said the men 
simply sat down to eat and that there was no crime in progress and no disturbance. 
"We're not going to make this a political issue other than the fact, 'What do you expect happens when 
you demonize law enforcement to the extent it's been demonized?'" Schultz said. "The only thing these 
men were guilty of were wanting to protect you and me, they just wanted to go get something to eat 
and they just wanted to do their jobs." 
Schultz talked to both families. 
"As you expect you can never be prepared for something like this, but make no mistake I'm proud of 
their families," Schultz said. "They understood when their loved ones pinned on the badge and they 
strapped on the gun that this was a possibility." 
Ramirez, he said, had an infectious smile. He said both were excited about participating in the First 
Responder Olympics. "Sgt. Ramirez and Deputy Lindsey were the best of the best. They were men of 
integrity. They were men of loyalty. They're god fearing and they loved what they did." 
Gov. Rick Scott also released a statement about the fallen deputies. 
“My wife, Ann, and I are heartbroken by the loss of two law enforcement officers in Trenton. I have 
spoken with the Gilchrist County Sheriff’s Office and committed all available state resources they may 
need. I have also been briefed by FDLE Commissioner Rick Swearingen who has officers on the scene. It 
is true evil for anyone to hurt a law enforcement officer, and in Florida, we have zero tolerance for 
violence, especially against the police. Tonight, I ask every Floridian to honor these law enforcement 
officers, their brothers and sisters in uniform and their families. May God bless those who work to keep 
our communities safe.”  
 
May 18 
Gainesville Police say a man with a concealed weapons permit shot and killed an armed man who was 
trying to rob him outside of his home early Monday morning. 
Police declined to say exactly where the shooting took place but say it happened about 1:15 a.m. 
Monday in the northwest area of the city. Det. Matt Goeckel said this is what they know so far: 
The victim, who has not been identified, and a family member were returning home from the movies. 
While parked they were approached by a man later identified as 21-year-old Arkeem Bennett. 
Bennett, Goeckel said, pulled a handgun from the back of his waistband, cocked it and started to raise 
the weapon. Goeckel said the victim, who has a concealed carry permit, pulled his own gun and fired at 
Bennett in self-defense. 
Goeckel said Bennett, shot multiple times, left the scene with an accomplice. Goeckel said they found 
his .45-caliber handgun at the scene. They found Bennett dead, along with the crashed car, several 
blocks away, he said. 
He said they believe Bennett and the other person were planning on robbing the victim and found no 
other connection between them.  
"At this time, it is unlikely the victim will be charged as it appears his actions were self-defense," Goeckel 
said. 
He said police are not releasing the victim's identity or where he lives for his safety. 
Goeckel said the victim is now scared of retaliation and has already received threats. 
" He's in fear for his safety. We still have an outstanding driver who was involved in this." Goeckel said. 
"We know there was at least one other person in the vehicle that Mr. Bennett was in as well as some 
really angry family members."  
Police say they are still attempting to identify and locate others who may have been involved. 
 



May 30 
A man wanted in connection with the killing of his girlfriend in Suwannee County was caught this 
morning in a vacant Micanopy home after an intense manhunt. 
35-year-old Ricardo Fuentes, who also goes by the alias Ruben Gutierrez, was caught by a Jacksonville K-
9 and arrested around 9:45 a.m., Alachua County Sgt. Brett Rhodenizer said. Fuentes is currently being 
treated for those K-9 bites. 
Fuentes has been on the run after his girlfriend, 32-year-old Delia Cruz, disappeared on Sunday in 
Suwannee County. 
Deputies were searching that area when, on Tuesday, they received a call from a relative of Fuentes' 
who said he confessed to killing and burying Cruz, and was at the convenience store in Micanopy off I-
75. By the time Alachua County Sheriff's Deputies arrived, Fuentes was gone.  
During the manhunt, Suwannee County Sheriff's deputies say the body of a woman matching the 
description of Cruz was found buried in the 22000 block of 41st Road near Branford. The body will be 
taken to the medical examiner's office in Tallahassee for examination. 
Rhodenizer said Fuentes broke into at least two houses in the Micanopy area. Deputies had ceased the 
search at one point but started it again Tuesday night after getting a tip he had changed from a black 
shirt to a white tank top. Rhodenizer said he was found wearing a white shirt. 
Fuentes is a registered sex offender, according to the Florida Department of Law Enforcement. They say 
he was convicted of sexual battery in 2004 and released from prison last December after serving 10 
years for attempted murder. 

 

ISSUE:  ENVIRONMENT 

May 3 
“It’s been a struggle for everyone in the citrus business,” says Ben McLean III, head of research at Uncle 
Matt’s Organic. 
At the McLean Family Farms in Clermont, Florida, they are no stranger to all things citrus. 
“Citrus has been our primary expertise for several generations from my grandad, to my dad to myself,” 
says McLean. 
As owners of the Uncle Matts Organic juice company, they say their farms were booming for years—
until their citrus started looking different. 
“Six years ago at our height at Uncle Matts Organic, we had almost 1500 acres of citrus, and we’re 
probably down to 200 acres now, some of it, due to citrus greening disease,” says McLean. 
They are just one of the thousands of farmers across the country that have groves diseased with citrus 
greening—also known as huánglóngbìng, HLB for short. 
It’s a disease that originated from China, and found its way to Florida in 1998, making citrus trees look 
sparse, as the fruit falls prematurely to the ground. 
The most obvious sign is the orange, that stays green, but that’s not all. 
“Before you have the first above ground symptoms of citrus greening the pathogen will kill 30-40% of 
the root system below ground,” says Michael Rodgers, UF Citrus Center director and professor. 
Causing the tree to die a slow death. 
So what does this mean for Florida? 
The Florida Department of Citrus says the sunshine state is the only U.S. producer of orange juice – 
providing more than half the nation’s orange juice, while the rest is imported. 
The citrus industry provides more than 45,000 jobs across the state, but as greening spreads, prices are 
going up and farms are going out of business. 

http://mycbs4.com/news/local/micanopy-homicide-suspect-on-the-loose
http://mycbs4.com/news/local/micanopy-homicide-suspect-on-the-loose


“It’s a terrible loss, we’ve seen a lot of packing houses close down, processing facilities close down, I 
think I heard there were 26 packing houses open, but 10 years ago there were over 100,” says McLean. 
So what’s destroying Florida’s largest crop? It’s a resilient bug, that’s smaller than a grain of rice. 
CBS 4 News went to the University of Florida’s Citrus Research and Education Center in Lake Alfred, 
where an entire team is solely focused on curing this disease. And they say, this Asian citrus psyllid that 
lives and thrives on citrus trees— is the carrier for HLB. 
“It can be considered a chronic problem in Florida that simply can’t be eradicated,” says Lukas Zstelinski, 
associate professor of entomology and nematology. 
And the disease can start in a blink of an eye. 
“What can happen is that you can go to a citrus grove with a very low population on insects, to an 
explosion or outbreak of psyllids in just seemingly overnight,” says Rodgers. 
Scientists in UF say although 100% of the state is infected with this disease, they are determined to find 
a cure. 
One of the possible ways is called genetic editing. 
“So as our researchers those genes that play a role in citrus greening disease, then you simply go in and 
turn off or delete those genes, so that you no longer get that disease in the plant,” says Rodgers. 
Even though there isn’t a cure yet, scientists are hopeful 
“I’m confident to say that in the future—in the not so distant future we’ll have some solutions for citrus 
greening,” says Rodgers. 
And the McLean family isn’t ready to give up. 
“We’ll bounce back, something will happen we can just never give up, never surrender,” says McLean. 
“It keeps you coming back to try to make a living out of this crazy business.” 
 
May 10 
We all know that feeling--that moment a bug hits your windshield on your way to work, but have you 
noticed there may be more splatters than usual? 
That’s because its lovebug season, the lovebug is a cousin of the fly, and is now starting to mate. 
“The splat on your windshield is the egg the female produced and then spread all over your car 
windshield,” says UF Entomology Professor Phil Koehler. 
There is popular belief that these bugs were an experiment gone wrong in the University of Florida. 
“There is an urban legend that we were trying to breed them to eat mosquitoes, or kill mosquitoes, or to 
become a mosquito, but that’s absolutely false,” says Koehler. 
These bugs came from Central America, and they mate in May and in September.1 BUGS 
 When they become attached, they will stay together for two to days --hence their name. 
They feed on dying plants and their average life span in about four days, but why do they make it on our 
windshield? 
“They are attracted to ultraviolet light so there is research out there to show that car fumes, when they 
are hit by sunlight, they reflect a UV light that is attractive to love bugs,” says Koehler. 
These bugs may be annoying, and certainly hard to remove from your car, but their mating season is 
only a month long. 
“How can you tell a happy motorcyclist? By the love bugs in his teeth,” says Koehler. 
 
May 23 
For over 20 years Bill Halback’s home near Orange Lake has been a place of peace and quiet, but he says 
noisy airboats running at all times of day and night are taking that away. 
" It's annoying and people should be able to enjoy their property and privacy without people intruding 
on that,” Halback said. 



Halback says the airboat noise is disrupting the quiet atmosphere around his home and causing him to 
lose sleep. 
" The airboats that come by here are so loud that it actually shakes the windows and the dishes.” 
A noise ordinance was passed in Alachua County several years ago to impose a curfew on airboats 
between the hours of 7 pm to 7 am, but residents say its not being enforced. 
The Alachua County Sheriff’s office says part of the problem is that they don’t have an airboat and it 
could cost up to $60,000 to get one. 
" We're in a car responding to the area where the airboat is making the noise. Obviously, we can't get to 
them in a car on a body of water and we don't have an airboat." Alachua County Sheriff’s spokesman Art 
Forgey said. 
Deputies say the boats they do have are not equipped to handle the areas where the airboats mostly 
run. 
" Its an open water boat and not for areas that have a lot of vegetation and shallow water such as where 
these airboats are being run." 
However, residents like Halback say even without an airboat there’s more law enforcement could be 
doing to enforce the ordinance. 
" We have suggested some things throughout the years that don't require an airboat or large sums of 
money, but they do require a little bit of effort on the sheriff’s part and so far we haven't seen that,” 
Halback said. 
In response to that the sheriff’s deputies say they are open to exploring other options. 
" If anybody has a suggestion or a better way to do it we're open to that, ”Forgey said. 
Right now, the penalty for violating the airboat ordinance is a $250 fine and a $500 dollar fine for any 
additional violations. 
 

ISSUE:  POLITICS 
 
April 4 
 Florida lawmakers passed a Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School Safety Act last month that requires 
all public schools to have a resource officer for the remainder of the year. 
Unfortunately, there's not enough money to go around. 
“This law came into effect when the governor signed it, but no allocation came with it,” says Jeff Edison, 
the Levy County superintendent.Counties across Florida have to find the funds without the help of the 
state. 
Since this mandate started immediately, smaller counties like Levy County are finding it hard to fund 
this. 
“When they mandate things go into effect immediately like this, it gives us no time to plan—no time to 
even get the funds in hand,” says Levy County Sheriff, Robert McCallum. 
Levy County has 15 public schools—including two charter schools—but right now they only have 6 
resource officers. 
To meet the necessary requirements, the sheriff’s office has to hire 11 new resource officers, leaving 
them short $1.4 million dollars. 
“How do I go out and hire 11 new deputies and not be assured with what kind of funding that I’m going 
to have,” says Sheriff McCallum. 
Even with no allocated funds, Levy County has placed off-duty deputies in every school since spring 
break—spending approximately $4,000 a week in overtime. 
While costly authorities say they will do everything to ensure the safety of their children. 



“Our focus is security for our children and our schools that’s our number one goal and our number one 
focus to make sure they are secure and safe,” says Sheriff McCallum. 
 
April 27 
It took more than six hours Thursday night, but the city planning board eventually and unanimously 
voted down a proposal that would tear down St. Michael's Episcopal Church and replace it with a 
shopping center. 
The Gainesville Plan Board voted 6-0 not to allow a land-use change at the corner of NW 23rd Avenue 
and NW 43rd Street . The board voted to continue the conservation land rezoning discussion at an 
upcoming meeting, despite developers requesting to deny the zoning issue, too. 
Hundreds of people packed the city plan board meeting Thursday night and mentioned increases in 
traffic, additional noise and reduced conservation land as reasons to vote no on the shopping center. 
Danielle Dixon has gathered more than 1,200 signatures on a petition opposing the development. She 
said Thursday night's vote was a win for those challenging the developer. 
" That was clearly a win for all of the neighbors and concerned citizens not just here on this corner, but 
in all of Gainesville who think that the development has become somewhat unbridled," Dixon said.  
Dixon said the church and the surrounding area is part of what makes Gainesville unique. 
"Its our trees, its our environmentalism, its our culture. That's what makes it unique. Not strip malls." 
The city plan board vote is only a recommendation. The city commission will make the final decision on 
the matter. 
 
May 1 
Challenger Gigi Simmons has defeated Gainesville District 1 Commissioner Charles Goston in a runoff, 
according to unofficial results. 
"I gave it 150% because I truly believe the residents in District 1 deserve better so I gave it my all," 
Simmons said.  
The Alachua County Elections website shows Simmons captured 60 percent of the vote, compared to 40 
percent for Goston. 
The website says 2,076 people voted, a turnout of 10.95 percent. 
Simmons and Goston were separated by 415 votes. Simmons won the initial election in March by 85 
votes. 
Simmons will now join Gail Johnson who defeated Harvey Budd in March for the at-large seat. 
"We made history tonight... for the first time, 2 African American women will serve on the City 
Commission and its a wonderful feeling," Simmons said.  
Simmons and Goston were separated by 415 votes. Simmons won the initial election in march by 85 
votes. 
Goston served as commissioner for 3 years. He said although he did not win, he will still be active in the 
community and complete the tasks he promised his supporters. 
"I will not be confined by the City Commission..I will not have to wait for 3 or 4 other people to agree 
with what I want to do.. I can just now go out and do it," Goston said.  
 
June 21 
Gainesville Human Resources Director Eugenia Allen-Mercado broke her employment contract with the 
city by failing to establish permanent residence here, a City Auditor's Office report says. 
The report was released Thursday, hours after CBS4 News first reported Allen-Mercado was no longer 
employed by the city. A spokesman later confirmed Allen-Mercado was fired. 
Ads by ZINC 

http://enr.electionsfl.org/ALA/1832/Summary/
http://mycbs4.com/news/local/unofficial-gainesville-results-johnson-defeats-budd-goston-simmons-headed-to-runoff
http://mycbs4.com/news/local/unofficial-gainesville-results-johnson-defeats-budd-goston-simmons-headed-to-runoff
http://mycbs4.com/news/local/spokesman-gainesville-hr-director-no-longer-with-the-city
http://mycbs4.com/news/local/spokesman-gainesville-hr-director-no-longer-with-the-city


The report says they started investigating Allen-Mercado after the InTouch Hotline first received a 
complaint about her on May 30 and another on June 13. The people who made the complaints knew 
Allen-Mercado received relocation funds and temporary rent with the requirement that she would set 
up a permanent residence in Gainesville after she was hired in January of 2017 at a salary of $120,000 a 
year. 
One complainant said she failed to update her address in the HR system and parked in front of the 
condos on NE 3rd Street to make it look like she still lived in a condo nearby. The other complainant said 
she was in fact commuting back and forth to Jacksonville every day. 
The report confirmed Allen-Mercado was paid $18,023.60 for relocation and temporary living expenses 
but never became a permanent resident. It says although she rented a condo near City Hall for 11 
months she simultaneously claimed homestead exemption in Duval County, which means you must own 
and occupy your home as of Jan. 1. The report says she told the auditor she was living at her brother's 
house in unincorporated Alachua County. It says she failed to mention that she and her husband signed 
a one-year lease for a large home in Clay County. 
The auditor asked her if she told the city manager she had moved and she responded, "No, I don't tell 
him my business," according to the report. 
The report also confirmed that she failed to follow annual reminders ensuring employees keep their 
address and telephone numbers up to date.  
It says Allen-Mercado denied parking at the condos to try and deceive the city, but instead said she 
parked there as a convenience. 
The auditor says Allen-Mercado was making $121,590 at the time of the complaints. 
The report says Allen-Mercado is intimately familiar with hiring requirements and made no effort to 
meet the residency requirements in her contract. 
The report recommended City Manager Anthony Lyons "hold Eugenia Allen-Mercado accountable for 
her actions described in the allegations above." 
It also recommended Lyons direct the finance department to create a new financial policy requiring all 
reimbursements to be made only after proof of actual expenditures are submitted. 
Finally, it recommended Lyons to verify compliance with residency rules at the six-month and one-year 
mark of employment. 
Assistant HR Director Lisa Jefferson has been appointed acting HR director by the city manager. 
 

ISSUE:  HEALTH 
April 26 
Sam Hersom is a 16-year-old with a love for superheroes. 
“I’ve liked super heroes ever since I was a boy,” he said. 
Matt Hersom, Sam’s Father said he’s a super hero nut. “He’s got action figures, his room is decorated in 
super heroes...if it’s super heroes he’s after it,” he said. 
Sam’s passion for super heroes all started was because he saw himself as one. 
“I would call myself a super hero in a sense because I have flaws like they do and problems I have to deal 
with,” Sam said. 
He is battling Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy, a condition that affects 1 in 3,000 children. It affects all of 
his muscles including his heart and it’s progressive, meaning it decreases muscle function over time. 
Sam is in a wheel chair full time and he is also uses a ventilator so he can take full breaths. 
“I have to deal with the problems of not being to walk or exercise like other people and I need help 
putting clothing on,” he said. 
Sam said he has courage because he has to go through things most kids don’t, like constant hospital 
visits and shots. 



However, his courage and positive outlook on life did not go unnoticed. 
James Coats is the owner of a body armor company, Phalanx Defense Systems. He designs armor for law 
enforcement and also collects life size super heroes and memorabilia. 
“We give kids an opportunity to be a kid again while their going through pretty traumatic treatments or 
various illnesses they have challenges with,” Coats said. 
Coats said he has a lot of replica vehicles some stunt suits used in movies and his love for superheroes 
started the same way Sam’s did. 
“I don’t really share this part of my past but I was one of those kids,” Coats said. “I was born with a lot of 
health issues. and I spent a lot of time confined in a hospital room. What I did find comfort in was comic 
books,” He said. 
Coats wanted to bring that same comfort to Sam, so he invited him and his family to see the collection. 
“To see some of those things life size in person he was ...elated isn’t even the right word.. he thought 
that was probably the coolest things he’s ever seen,” Hersom said. 
Since that day, Coats decided to start Super Heroes for Hope. 
“It’s an opportunity to bring them hope and to show them that even super heroes have good days and 
bad days,” Coats said. 
The new building, features super heroes on display-coats teamed up with Ronald McDonald house, 
providing a sense of normalcy for more families while they take a break from the constant trips to the 
hospital. 
“Sometimes from a day to day stand point struggles can be hard enough just getting through life…having 
those special moments is something we appreciate and I can imagine that every other family that 
interacts with James appreciates it also,” Hersom said. 
Coats said the reward you get out of doing this is a feeling unlike any other. 
“You just get to stand back like I do and simply watch a kid be a kid,” he said. 
 
May 15 
One call and you must drop everything and go. Responding to one call after another, firefighters have 
seen it all. 
"Unfortunately a couple of years ago I had two pediatric cardiac arrest. It was very tough," Alachua 
County Fire Rescue Lt. Jennifer Blakeney said. "I have a child right around the same age so it really 
makes you think about your own kids.” 
Alachua County Fire Chaplin Robert Smith said their goal is to serve, whether it's fighting the biggest 
fires or breaking devastating news to a family. 
"Not only do you see it but you see the family dealing with it also so it’s a very heavy burden," Smith 
said. 
That can take a toll on their mental health. A report released last month by the U.S. Fire Administration 
states firefighters and law enforcement are more likely to die by suicide than a line of duty death. 
"Over the years of working fire rescue I've noticed and seen the emotional toll it’s taken on myself and 
my employees," Smith said. 
In 2017, suicide accounted for a reported 103 firefighter deaths in the country and researchers believe 
only 40% of the suicides are reported. bringing that number to 250. 
Agencies like Alachua County Fire Rescue wanted to make a difference so they started a program called 
peer support. 
The 10 member peer support team talks to first responders after they’ve been dispatched to a serious or 
fatal call. 
"We get put out of service right after the call from the ER, we go back to the station for about an hour to 
just sit back and reflect on what happened make sure we are all doing all day," Blakeney said. 



But Blakeney said it wasn’t like this until recently. She said they used to respond straight to another call 
right after a call that may have been traumatic. 
"When you go to that next call and you’re not giving that patient your full attention because you’re still 
thinking about the bad pediatric call you may have had," Blakeney said. 
However, starting October 1st, more help will be provided. The Florida Legislature just passed a new law 
that will help fire rescue state-wide. 
"It started with some spouses that came out to Tallahassee, one spouse's husband responded to the 
pulse night club shooting and was traumatized," Florida Senator Keith Perry said. 
The law helps firefighters with PTSD, and provides workers compensation if they need time off. Then the 
firefighter is referred to a licensed psychiatrist for further review. 
"If that mental or emotional issue relates to 1 of 11 call types that they’ve responded to in the last year, 
then workers compensation covers their care and treatment until they get through that situation," ACFR 
Deputy Chief Harold Theus said. 
Before, workers compensation only covered physical injuries and as much as these fire fighters are 
tough and physical emotional stability is a key factor when saving others. 
“It’s okay to somewhat talk about your feelings even though you’re a firefighter," Blakeney said. “It’s a 
normal reaction to an abnormal situation...not everyone goes through or sees what we see.” 
May 15 
The 9-bedroom, 7-bathroom house on 67 acres of land was donated to the program for veterans with 
PTSD to stay for 3 weeks and train their service dogs. 
"I get depression - angry - and with this program it really helps me to interact and communicate with my 
service dog," veteran Brian O'neil said. 
K9's For Warriors is the largest service dog provider in the country. Since 2011, they have helped 422 
people and rescued 900 dogs. 
Veteran Jeremy Glass said he brings his service dog everywhere. 
"It's difficult adapting back to society... there is no transition period from when you get home," Glass 
said. "He's my battle buddy, he's got my back." 
The group has already graduated from the program, but came back for additional training. 
"For me it had changed my life drastically... before coming to K9's I was in and out of the hospital, 
alcohol dependent," Campus Director Randy Dexter said. "Since getting paired with my service dog, I'm 
a college graduate, director of this beautiful facility," he said. 
The group says there's no better place to get treatment than at this campus. 
"To come back to Florida to work in this facility knowing we are helping other veterans like me and dogs 
is a dream come true," Dexter said. 
This program is also looking for volunteers to cook homemade meals for the vets and deliver them to 
the campus. 
 
June 5 
This area of Florida is known for its outdoor activities— but it's also home to ticks. 
Two days after a simple tick bite outside her Old Town home, Emily Sorensen’s body was shutting down. 
“My daughter noticed, and all she told me was, ‘mommy, what’s wrong with your face,’” Sorensen said. 
“I told her she needed to get the neighbor next door, she kind of freaked out and my body started 
turning purple.” 
Emily’s body was reacting to Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever—the most deadly of all tick-born illnesses. 
“The agent that causes it, it is kind of unusual in that it doesn’t circulate around in your blood, but it 
actually infects the cells that line your blood vessels,” said Nicole Iovine, an infectious disease physician 
at UF Health. “Those cells malfunction, they can rupture and you get bleeding under the skin.” 
That bleeding caused the spots that spread across Sorensen’s body. 



For six days Sorensen waited on a diagnosis. Doctors kept her on 100 percent oxygen as her organs 
began to shut down. 
“I knew it was serious, but I didn’t think I was going to die,” Sorensen said. 
Now two months later, Sorensen still can’t walk. 
She’s lost feeling in her right foot because of severe nerve damage and still hasn’t regained full strength 
in her hands. 
“You can have so much disruption of your blood vessels that you can’t even get blood circulating 
properly to your limbs, your hands and your feet,” Iovine said. 
“I’m okay with losing my foot, as sad as it is to say. Because I’m alive and I never thought something like 
this would happen,” Sorensen said. 
The Florida Department of Health says the majority of RMSP cases in Florida happen here in the north-
central region, with it’s peak in the coming summer months. 
The key to any tick-born illness is prevention or early detection. 
When outdoors, use an insect repellent containing deet and always do a thorough body check when you 
come back inside. 
“You want to use forceps and pull it straight up and out,” Iovine said. “You don’t want to squish the tick 
or burn the tick, or do anything like that because you can release the bacterium.” 
Take every bite seriously and be alert for any unusual symptoms. 
“Whether or not you know you’ve been bit by a tick, if you’ve been outdoors and you develop a fever, 
headache and importantly a rash, that is not something to wait on,” Iovine said. 
It's also important to check your dogs for ticks, especially behind their ears. Ticks biting dogs can bite 
you as well. 
Remove it the same way you would a person, and make sure it is dead once it's removed. 
 
June 8 
Life took an unexpected turn for the Gordon family. 
"The easiest way to describe it is a nightmare that we can't wake up from," Todd Gordon, Brandon 
Gordon's father, said. 
22-year-old Brandon Gordon was diagnosed with NUT Midline Carcinoma, an extremely rare and 
aggressive cancer. 
"There's very few in the United States annually some figures are 40/50 annually I've seen upwards of 90 
but a very unusual cancer diagnosis,"North Florida Regional Medical Center Director of Oncology Mary 
Piaza said.  
Brandon, or as his peers call him "bear", was a very active person, a soccer player who was just accepted 
to his dream school, The University of Florida. 
"He's such a big guy hes 6'4 someone gave him the nickname bear and it just stuck," Todd Gordon said. 
Brandon is also known for his kind heart and high spirit. His parents said he is one the kindest gentlest 
people you could ever meet. 
"I think we did a great job with him. He takes a lot after his mother, very caring individual will do 
anything for anybody," Gordon said. 
Now Brandon is asking the community to do*something for him. His parents set up a GoFundMe page, 
to help Brandon in the battle of his life. 
"We are staying positive, Brandon is staying positive," Gordon said. "We have had outreach from 
thousands of people that we know and don't even know... we've gotten prayers from all over the 
country and it's just fantastic to know there are so many caring people out there," he said. 
Although the hospital has been his home for nearly 2 months, Brandon is working hard to regain his 
strength so he can continue his fight as an outpatient back in his home town in West Palm Beach. 



His family said the support Brandon has received from hospital staff, friends and even strangers has 
been truly amazing. 
"Comments people have made about him and the kind of person he is, as parents we've always known 
that but to hear people affirm that... it's just been incredible," Gordon said. 
As Brandon gears up for his second round of Chemotherapy, his parents aren't just asking for donations, 
they are asking for prayers for a miracle. 
To donate, visit the GoFundMe page HERE. The family said any donation is helpful.  
 
June 12 
UF Health will be moving into the former sears space in the oaks mall under the name UF Health The 
Oaks. 
“In this new facility, we will have state-of-the-office medical space but in addition we will have imaging 
that the patients need right there as well as any surgical procedure,” said Dr. David Guzick, UF Health 
president. “We will have an outpatient surgical unit.” 
The new facility will feature ophthalmology, otolaryngology and audiology services. 
Its original office down the road has grown rapidly, doubling its faculty in a four-year span. 
“The surgeries that are currently being done at our outpatient facility on 34th Street will not be 
decanted and they will be done at the Oaks Mall,” Guzick said. 
This project has a domino effect for all UF Health. 
With branches vacating and spaces freed up, this gives room for UF Health to grow other practices. 
Overall, getting you into appointments more quickly. 
“It’s consistent with our strategy at UF Health to make sure we provide space for patients that’s 
convenient to them but also to provide the expertise of faculty,” Guzick said. “Combined with the latest 
in technology, also hospitality, service and compassion.” 
Sears vacates in July and UF Health should receive the property in October. 
The full project costs about $28 million plus rent of the space. 
Dr. Guzick says construction for this new office may take a little over a year. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gofundme.com/brandon-gordon-cancer-fight


Public Service Announcement List Second Quarter 2018 

 
Poison Control – Poison Helpline - PSA that encourages people to call the Poison Control 
helpline for any questions or issues with mixing medications, swallowing household cleaners, 
paint or mushrooms, or being bit by a bug, snake or spider.  The helpline is there for any home, 
work or outdoor questions and is staffed by medical professionals. 
 
Homeland Security – Protect Your Everyday – This PSA shows Americans from every walk 
of life just doing what they do each and every day. It talks about how sometimes something 
might happen that does not seem quite right, that it is not paranoia, it is about standing up and 
protecting our community. All the details add up to make a bigger picture. It encourages 
viewers, if they see something, to say something. 

National Parks Foundation – Parks – A visually exciting PSA showing how our National Parks 
are everything from natural wonders to historical wonders. Encourages viewers to, get out there, 
and find your park. 
 
Buzzed Driving Prevention- Neon Signs – Approximately every 51 minutes, someone is killed 
in a drunk driving crash.  Everyone knows that buzzed driving can have devastating physical 
consequences, but did you know it can have huge financial consequences as well.   
 
Arbor Day Foundation- Replanting Trees- PSA designed to educate on the importance of 
continuing to plant trees.  This is essential to the well- being of our planet. 
 
Foundation for a Better Life – values.com – A series of kid friendly PSA’s which encourage 
viewers to respect one another and the world around us. 
 

-Open Door- Even the simple act of holding a door open can have impact.  We can all do 
our part to make our world better.  

 
Let ‘em In- A frustrating moment in traffic is usually short-lived but can put anyone into a 
bad mood. Likewise, a kind gesture in those tense situations can have a positive effect 
on the person receiving our kindness and, of course, on us. “Let ‘Em In” will be bring a 
smile when your viewers recall this happening to them. We think they will enjoy this 
simple reminder. 

 
-Road Rage- PSA that shows a father getting angry at being cut off in traffic.  His young 
daughter reminds him that “We don’t say words like that”.  A reminder that we all need to 
be careful of our tempers and that our children need us to keep it under control. 

 
-Imagine-  Every good thing that has ever been achieved began with an idea—a dream 
that something better is actually possible. Skeptics likely doubted, friends wondered, and 
still the idea survived. Our society depends upon ordinary people to think the 
extraordinary—someone to simply ask, even in the face of criticism, why not? Could a 
cure for an incurable disease exist, how far is too far to travel, can children's hunger be 
alleviated, can everyone get a good education? John Lennon's "Imagine" provides a 
thoughtful and inspiring backdrop for you to Imagine... the Possibilities. 

 
-Hall of Fame- Achievement comes in many forms. For some it's attaining a top grade in 
school, losing weight or excelling in a sport, for others it's overcoming an obstacle, 



attaining accolades at work or building a relationship. Whatever the goal, it takes much 
effort, skill and courage to achieve great things. Set to the uplifting song "Hall of Fame" 
this message inspires viewers to achieve their own goals 

 
-Everything I Do -  “Everything I do, I do it for you.” That enduring lyric performed by 
Bryan Adams has inspired millions around the world. It holds a message of compassion, 
commitment…and caring. Enjoy the range of tender and inspiring moments depicted in 
our newest video—from firemen rescuing a small child to a mother moving heaven and 
earth just to get everyone off to school.  The hope is, in some small way that watching 
this message will help you recognize your own caring nature and “pass it on”! 

-Oliver With a Twist - British orphan Oliver Twist always seems to find a way into our 
hearts. For this TV commercial, we add our own spin to the famous scene in Oliver’s 
story when he asks for more food at the orphanage. This tale takes on a twist of fate by 
way of practicing good manners!  
 
-Ballet - There is a special something about successful people. Even when they fail there 
is an inner strength that keeps them moving forward. Popular books share insights and 
often delve deep to explain this phenomena with sports legends, business executives, 
scientists, inventors, educators and artists.  We think you will enjoy a charming but 
instructional moment in a young ballerina’s life with Justin Bieber’s ”Born to Be 
Somebody.” This young girl reminds us that underlying every accomplishment in the 
face of opposition is the all-important trait of Confidence… Pass It On. 
 

 
Southeastern Guide Dogs- Jackie and Gibson- PSA that introduces future guide dogs as 

puppies.  Tells the viewer how these dogs help deliver freedom, confidence, and independence 

to those who need help. 

Southeastern Guide Dogs- Puppies with a Purpose- PSA that introduces future guide dogs 

as puppies.  Tells the viewer how these dogs help deliver freedom, confidence, and 

independence to those who need help. 

Salute America’s Heroes-  Bet on a Vet-  This PSA campaign urges employers everywhere to 

Bet on a Vet by hiring a veteran into their workplace.  Campaign sponsored by The Coalition to 

Salute America’s Heroes.   

National Volunteer Fire Council- Make Me a Firefighter-   With 87% of U.S. communities 

protected by volunteer firefighters, raising awareness of the need for volunteer fire service 

personnel is critical to ensuring public safety. The NVFC is asking for your support by airing 

these PSAs to help get the word out about this need. The PSAs end with a call-to-action to visit 

www.MakeMeAFirefighter.org, where viewers can learn more, find local volunteer opportunities, 

and connect directly with their respective local fire department. 

World Wildlife Federation- Anything is Possible and Protect Our Earth- There are 

environmental issues that impact our planet.  The only way we can spark change is to work 

together and truly make a difference.  This PSA shows a beautiful array of animals to help 

educate on conservation efforts.   

http://www.makemeafirefighter.org/


Make the Connection- US Department of Veterans- Strength over Silence-  PSA designed 

to educate Veterans to reach out for mental health support.  Reaching out is a strength not a 

weakness.  There is help for our Vets. 

Partnership for Drug- Free Kids Campaign-  A series of PSAs to help understand the signs of 

drug use/abuse and he help that is available for those who need it. 

-Heroin- Parents realize that their daughter has gone much further with drug 

experimentation then they ever imagined. 

-Mind Your Meds- Make sure that the meds prescribed to you are being safeguarded 

against abuse. 

-Pain Killers- Shows the importance of understanding the meds that you are taking. 

-Opiates- A very big problem is the abundance of Opiates and how readily available they 

are. 

-Susan-  A mother opens up about her child’s drug problem. 

Narcanon- Addiction - While many people are affected by alcohol abuse, most don’t know 

where to turn for help. This PSA lets people know that there is help for those in our community 

who feel like they have no control.  Together, we can help individuals gain that control and get 

their life back. 

Teacher Recruitment- I Dare You!-  There’s tremendous opportunity on the horizon in 

America’s classrooms, with half of our teachers ready to retire over the next decade. Filling 

their shoes will be challenging, since 9 of 10 top-tier students don’t view teaching as a 

desirable profession. The potential shortfall could hinder our ability to lead the global 

economy. The human costs could also be enormous, since research shows that students 

with top teachers earn an average of $50,000 more than their peers over the course of their 

lifetimes. America urgently needs a pipeline of engaged, energized students who want to 

teach, particularly African Americans and Hispanics who make up 40% of today’s K-12 

students. The teacher recruitment PSAs make a compelling case for teaching as an 

innovative, fulfilling career for those who want to make more of their lives.  

Best Friend Animal Society- Save Them All Anthem-  Goofy grins and soothing purrs. 

Ridiculous ears and reassuring paws. They motivate us to get moving, and remind us when to 

slow down. They provide us with a much-needed laugh, companionship and unconditional 

love. They are our best friends. This PSA shares this special reminder of what’s important in life 

and help Best Friends spread the word about adopting your next pet. Together, we can Save 

Them All®. 

Pediatric ER- R Baby- PSA that reminds all parents the Pediatric ER is very different from an 

adult ER and to remember to take your children to the experts that know children and can take 

care of their needs 



Social Security Administration:  Life’s Journey-   A PSA which reminds people that Social 

Security is there through all the phases of their life’s journey.  Securing today and tomorrow is 

the message. 

Humane Society- -Bentley- Each year, 6-8 million dogs and cats will enter shelters and 

rescue groups, yet only half will be adopted. This leaves millions of healthy and treatable 

dogs and cats who still need our help to find a home. Millions of Americans will look for a 

new cat or dog to bring home. This PSA encourages them to find their furry friends at 

shelters and rescue groups. While not every shelter cat or dog will be a social media star, 

they all will star as someone’s new best friend. Air new PSAs to encourage your community 

to Start a Story. Adopt today. 

US Food and Drug Administration- Safe Use of Acetaminophen-  Acetaminophen is an 

active ingredient found in hundreds of over-the-counter (OTC) and prescription medicines that 

are used to relieve pain and fever. It is also combined with other active ingredients in medicines 

that treat allergy, cough, colds, flu, and sleeplessness. In prescription medicines, 

acetaminophen is found with other active ingredients to treat moderate to severe pain. Using 

two or more medicines that contain acetaminophen or using more acetaminophen than directed 

can cause serious liver damage. The FDA has taken action to improve consumer safety 

regarding the safe use of acetaminophen. To learn more visit www.fda.gov/otcpaininfo 

Poison Control- Make the Call-  2,200,000 poisonings occur annually, with nearly 50% of all 

exposures involving children younger than age 6. To address this threat, the Health Resources 

& Services Administration (HRSA) continues its Poison Help campaign with the “Make the Call” 

series of PSAs. The new installment of the campaign aims to reduce poisonings among 

Medicare and Medicaid audiences. By calling a Poison Help line, hospital visits can be 

prevented as 68% of calls are controlled by direction provided over the phone. Airing these 

PSAs can help us further the cause and help raise awareness for when to call the Poison Help 

line, and help eliminate poisonings and the $1.8 billion in medical costs and productivity loss.   

Pace Center for Girls:  PACE serves over 2,000 girls each year and PACE has changed the 

life trajectory of over 37,000 girls since its inception. PACE began as a community response to 

the realization that girls involved with the justice system were either being placed in programs 

designed for boys or placed further into the system for their own protection. This PSA informs 

the public of what they do and how they can support. 

National Pediatric Cancer Foundation:  PSA on the reality of Pediatric Cancer.  Encourages 

viewers to give the gift of hope to children battling cancer. 

City of Hope:  City of Hope is a leading research and treatment center for cancer, diabetes and 

other life-threatening diseases.  This PSA illustrates how their scientists are speeding life-saving 

discoveries to life. 

Distracted Driving:  While distracted driving from smartphone use is leading to even more car 
accidents and deaths, Florida remains one of only four states in the U.S. where texting-while-
driving is a secondary offense, meaning law enforcement officers can just cite a motorist if they’ve 
committed another moving violation. Legislation making way through the Florida Legislature this 
Session could change that, but in the meantime, NFL legend Brett Favre is taking to the airwaves 
to warn Floridians of the dangers of such proclivity. 

http://dmanalytics2.com/click?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fda.gov%2FDrugs%2FResourcesForYou%2FConsumers%2FBuyingUsingMedicineSafely%2FUnderstandingOver-the-CounterMedicines%2FSafeUseofOver-the-CounterPainRelieversandFeverReducers%2Fucm164977.htm%3Futm_source%3DTelevision%26utm_medium%3Dbanner%26utm_term%3D2016%26utm_campaign%3DAcetaminophen&i=3&d=1un67eFAQ-qRlJRU4AXB-Q&e=SJMeurlott%40sbgtv.com&a=kOcCvMwWSKStj0u0F8nlBQ


Cystic Fibrosis:  This family focused PSA tells the viewer what CF is and what they can do to 

help research for a cure. 

Senior Companions:  By helping seniors in their daily live, you can make a friend and a 

difference.  Help make independence a reality by joining Senior Companions.  

Smile Train:  Smile Train is an international children’s charity with a sustainable approach to a 

single, solvable problem: cleft lip and palate. Millions of children in developing countries with 

unrepaired clefts live in shame, but more importantly, have difficulty eating, breathing and 

speaking. Cleft repair surgery is simple, and the transformation is immediate. Our sustainable 

model provides training and funding to empower local doctors in 85+ developing countries to 

provide 100%-free cleft repair surgery in their communities. Their message is “You can save a 

life.” 

American Academy of Pediatrics:  PSAs on When to Introduce Toddlers to Apps and 

Multimedia Devices at home and at school and an Anti-Bullying message.   The American 

Academy of Pediatrics is the nation’s largest association of pediatricians and is dedicated to the 

health and well-being of all children.  

Gift of Life – Organ Donation:   Well-known TV actress Kristen Bell has teamed up with Gift of 
Life Marrow Registry in our fight against blood cancer and has recorded a :30 second and a :60 
PSA.  Each year 20,000 Americans with blood cancer are searching for their life-saving bone 
marrow match. Only 30% of patients will find a matching donor within their families. Please 
consider airing our PSA so we may educate those in your local community on the urgent need 
to join the bone marrow registry. 
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March 4, 2018 

MTP: COMMERCE SEC. ROSS HAS ‘NO 
REASON TO THINK’ TRUMP WILL 
REVERSE TARIFF PLAN, SAYS DECISION 
‘WASN’T SUDDEN’ 

Ross Contradicts Navarro on Country Exclusions, Tells Todd “We’ll See” 

Ross on Trump Tariff Announcement: “I Don’t Know Why Anybody Should’ve 
Been So Shocked” 

EXCLUSIVE: Obama Chief of Staff Says Administration’s Russia Response Was 
“Watered Down on the Insistence of Mitch McConnell” 

EXCLUSIVE: Sen. Angus King (I-Maine): “There is Concern” About Tariff Decision 

EXCLUSIVE: Putin Tells Megyn Kelly He Will “Never, Never” Extradite the 13 
Indicted Russian Nationals to U.S. 

MARCH 4, 2018 – When asked by “Meet the Press” moderator Chuck Todd if President Donald Trump 
will reverse his controversial tariff announcement this week, Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross wouldn’t 
commit: “Whatever his final decision is is what will happen.” 



“The president has announced that this will happen this week. I have no reason to think otherwise,” Ross 
said. “The markets started recovering on Friday as it began to adjust to the realities that this is not the 
end of the world,” when asked if the decision will hold on Monday should the markets continue to be 
affected. 

The secretary also addressed the timing of the announcement: “It wasn't sudden,” he said, adding: “With 
a whole year of preparation, I don't know why anybody should've been so shocked.” 

Contrary to White House trade adviser Peter Navarro confirming “there will be no country exclusions,” 
Ross told Chuck: “We’ll see. The president makes the decisions.” Watch the full interview. 

Sen. Angus King (I-Maine), in an exclusive interview, addressed the tariff announcement: “You can't 
make a change of this significance and assume that nothing else is going to happen as a result.” He 
added: “There is a concern. This is a very, very important decision and it's one that could have long-term 
ramifications. And it was announced in this kind of shorthand way.” 

On the Senate Intelligence Committee’s Russia investigation, King said it’s “worlds apart” from the 
House’s investigation and the “hardest part and the most contentious part, frankly, is the final piece, 
which is … to talk about connections between the Trump campaign and officials surrounding the 
president with, with foreign entities leading up to the election and after.” Watch the full interview. 

In an exclusive interview, Denis McDonough, White House chief of staff to President Barack Obama, 
told Todd, “yes,” the administration’s response to Russia’s election interference “was watered down on 
the insistence of Mitch McConnell.” McDonough also said that he believes he “sounded the alarm 
enough” on Russia. Watch the full interview. 

The broadcast also aired an excerpt from NBC News’ Megyn Kelly’s exclusive sit-down interview in 
Russia with President Putin, in which he does not deny that Russians and Russian companies were 
involved in 2016 election interference but says there was no Russian government involvement. “I know 
that they do not represent the Russian state, the Russian authorities. What they did specifically, I have no 
idea. I do not know what they were guided by,” said Putin. When asked if he would extradite the 13 
indicted Russian nationals to the United States, Putin told Kelly: “Never, never. Russia does not extradite 
its citizens to anyone, just like the United States.” Watch the exchange. More of the interview to come in 
the days ahead. 

NBC News’ Tom Brokaw and Katy Tur, Republican strategist Al Cardenas and presidential 
historian Doris Kearns Goodwin joined this morning’s roundtable to discuss the week in politics, with Tur 
noting that “the Mueller headlines this week alone were staggering.” 

March 11, 2018 

MTP EXCLUSIVE: MNUCHIN SAYS NORTH 
KOREA MEETING ‘ISN’T ABOUT 
ELEVATING ANYBODY,’ DEFENDS 
TRUMP’S RALLY COMMENTS: ‘A LOT OF 
FUNNY MOMENTS’ 

http://nbcnews.to/2oRyjf4
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/full-angus-king-use-a-scalpel-not-a-chainsaw-when-it-comes-to-tariffs-1176409155816
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/full-mcdonough-we-did-exactly-what-we-think-we-needed-to-do-on-russian-interference-1176384067941
http://nbcnews.to/2FdyUPw
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/panel-chaos-rules-in-the-reality-show-white-house-1176439875886


EXCLUSIVE: Treasury Secretary Mnuchin on Trump Rally Attacks: “These Are 
Campaign Rally Issues” 

EXCLUSIVE: Arizona Sen. Flake (R) on Trump’s Attacks on Free Press: “I Don’t 
Think It’s a Responsible Thing to Do” 

PLUS: Massachusetts Sen. Warren (D) on Trump Meeting with North Koreans: 
“Worried That They're Going to Take Advantage of Him” 

MARCH 11, 2018 – In an exclusive interview with “Meet the Press” moderator Chuck Todd,Treasury 
Secretary Steven Mnuchin says President Donald Trump meeting with North Korean leader Kim Jong-
Un “isn’t about elevating anybody” and “a major reason of why they’re having this meeting is because the 
economic sanctions have had – have – a very big impact on both their economy, and their ability to get 
pieces of material and other things they need for their weapons programs.” 

Denuclearization of the Korean peninsula is “absolutely” still American policy, and “the logistics haven’t 
been figured out yet” on the meeting location, shared Mnuchin. 

When asked about the president’s attacks last night in his Pennsylvania rally, including about Todd 
himself, Mnuchin told Todd: “These are campaign rally issues… He’s using these vulgarities in the 
context of a campaign rally and obviously there were a lot of funny moments on that rally.”Watch the full 
interview. 

Sen. Jeff Flake (R-Ariz.) also addressed Trump’s speech last night and his attacks on the press in an 
exclusive interview: “I don't think it's a responsible thing to do… We should never normalize this kind of 
behavior, particularly from the president of the United States.” On the president’s decision to meet with 
North Korea, Flake said: “It looks as if North Korea has come to a point where they believe that they can 
be treated as a nuclear power.” 

Flake ended the interview by saying he believes Trump needs to be challenged in 2020 by someone in 
the GOP who espouses his views: “It would be a tough go in a Republican primary. The Republican Party 
is the Trump party right now. But that's not to say it will stay that way.”Watch the full interview. 

Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.), when asked multiple times to pledge serving a six-year term upon 
reelection this year, told Todd repeatedly: “I am not running for president.” 

“I am very worried that they're going to take advantage of him,” said Warren in reference to the North 
Koreans meeting with Trump. The senator also responded to The Berkshire Eagle editorial calling for her 
to take a DNA test: “I know who I am. And never used it for anything. Never got any benefit from it 
anywhere.” Watch the full interview. 

Joining this morning’s roundtable for insight and analysis were Matt Bai of Yahoo! News, Andrea 
Mitchell of NBC News, Peggy Noonan of The Wall Street Journal and Eugene Robinson of The 
Washington Post. Mitchell offered analysis of the week’s North Korea developments, telling Todd: 
“They've had a victory by setting the terms and by having the meeting itself, as you were pointing out. 
This is what all North Korean leaders have wanted. Three generations have wanted a meeting, legitimacy 
from an American president.” Watch the discussion. 

March 18, 2018 

http://nbcnews.to/2p6aMYd
http://nbcnews.to/2p6aMYd
http://nbcnews.to/2IiSqvL
http://nbcnews.to/2pa8pUm
http://nbcnews.to/2p84bfF'


MTP EXCLUSIVE: RUBIO: McCABE 
‘SHOULD’VE BEEN ALLOWED TO FINISH 
THROUGH WEEKEND,’ ‘DON’T’ BELIEVE 
FACEBOOK HAS TOLD THE EXTENT OF 
USER DATA IN 2016 

EXCLUSIVE: House Intel’s Rep. Conaway (R-Texas) Says Committee “Was Not 
Charged With Answering the Collusion Idea,” Then Says “We Investigated Was 
There Collusion” 

EXCLUSIVE: Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio) on Trump: “I Hear So Many 
Republican Senators Grumble About His Ethics, About His Name-Calling” 

NEW: Democrats Hold Double-Digit Lead for 2018 Midterm Elections in New NBC 
News/WSJ Poll 

MARCH 18, 2018 – In an exclusive interview on “Meet the Press with Chuck Todd,” Sen. Marco Rubio 
(R-Fla.) reacted to the firing of former FBI deputy director Andrew McCabe on Friday: “I don't like the way 
it happened. He should've been allowed to finish through the weekend.” 

Rubio told Todd that the Senate Intelligence Committee should “potentially” call McCabe back to testify 
and addressed the damage the firing does to the FBI and the Justice Department: “We need to be very 
careful about taking these very important entities and smearing everybody in them with a broad stroke.” 

When asked if he believes Facebook has told the Senate Intelligence Committee the extent of everything 
that was done with their users, Rubio replied, “I don’t, and I think we've learned that the hard way. Every 
time that we've spoken to them it's kind of rolled out as more coming out…. I'm disturbed by that.” Watch 
the full interview. 

Rep. Michael Conaway (R-Texas) of the House Intelligence Committee joined the broadcast in an 
exclusive interview this morning, sharing that “our committee doesn’t – was not charged with answering 
the collusion idea. So we really weren't focused on that direction.” He then said: “We investigated, was 
there collusion between the Trump campaign and the Russians or was there collusion between the 
Clinton campaign and the Russians?” 

When asked if he would potentially want to reopen the committee’s investigation because of the 
blockbuster story about Facebook and Cambridge Analytica, Conaway replied, “No, it's a different 
issue.” Watch the full interview. 

Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio), who also joined the show in an exclusive interview, told Chuck Todd: “I 
hear so many Republican senators grumble about his [Trump’s] ethics, about his name-calling. … At 
some point Republican enablers in the House and Senate are going to say publicly what they've been 
saying privately. And that's when things change and we see a president back off this kind of name-calling, 
not telling the truth, sending out these tweets, all that.” Watch the full interview. 

https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/justice-department/rubio-fbi-s-mccabe-should-have-been-allowed-retire-n857676
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/rubio-i-m-disturbed-about-facebook-s-growth-and-behavior-1188833859562
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/full-rubio-interview-on-mccabe-i-don-t-like-the-way-it-happened-1188826179856
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/full-rubio-interview-on-mccabe-i-don-t-like-the-way-it-happened-1188826179856
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/full-conaway-we-re-trying-to-stay-away-from-the-mueller-investigation-1188830787776
http://nbcnews.to/2pqEk31


New NBC News/Wall Street Journal poll numbers debuting on this morning’s broadcast show 
Democrats enjoy a 10-point advantage over Republicans in congressional preference for the 2018 
midterm elections, even as President Donald Trump's job approval rating has ticked up.Read more. 

NBC News’ José Díaz-Balart, National Review’s Jonah Goldberg, POLITICO’s Eliana Johnson and 
The Cook Political Report’s Amy Walter joined this morning’s roundtable to discuss the week in politics, 
including the Russia investigation. Johnson said Trump is doing “great damage to his cause because the 
McCabe firing, from what we know, was recommended by career politicians”: “It is making it look like a 
political action. … Had the president stayed out of this, he would have had the facts on his side.” 

 
 
March 25, 2018 

MTP EXCLUSIVE: LEWANDOWSKI ‘DIDN’T 
KNOW’ BANNON’S ‘ULTIMATE ROLE’ IN 
CAMBRIDGE ANALYTICA, WARNER 
‘QUESTIONED USE OF REALLY SKETCHY 
FIRM’ LAST YEAR 

EXCLUSIVE: Lewandowski on Mueller Probe: “I Have Not Been Subpoenaed” 

PLUS: Lewandowski: “I Don’t Believe It’s General Kelly's Job to Manage the 
President. His Job is To Manage the Staff” 

PLUS: Sen. Warner (D-Va.): “I Don’t Think Facebook Has Been Fully 
Forthcoming,” “Mr. Zuckerberg Needs to Come and Testify” 

MARCH 25, 2018 – Former campaign manager for President Donald Trump Corey 
Lewandowski addressed Cambridge Analytica’s role in the campaign in an exclusive interview this 
morning on “Meet the Press with Chuck Todd”: “I never approved Cambridge Analytica's contract. … 
They did not come to the campaign until after I left,” telling Todd he “knew that Steve [Bannon] had a role 
in the organization. I didn't know what his ultimate role was.” 

“I have not been subpoenaed,” Lewandowski said of the Mueller probe. “I can say that during my tenure, 
Chuck, which is all I can speak to, I saw no Russians.” 

Addressing NBC News’ exclusive reporting that Trump has considered firing his chief of staff this month 
and not naming a successor, Lewandowski shared: “I don't believe it's General Kelly's job to manage the 
president. His job is to manage the staff. And that's what he has been doing.”Watch the full interview. 

When asked if he knew of Bannon’s role with Cambridge Analytica, Sen. Mark Warner (D-Va.), vice chair 
of Senate Intelligence Committee, shared he “was aware” Cambridge Analytica had connections of “a 
colorful reputation.” 

http://nbcnews.to/2tVaPM5
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/full-panel-debate-over-russia-investigations-gives-way-to-emotional-fight-1188853827580
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/amid-white-house-turmoil-trump-mused-about-life-without-chief-n859301
https://nbcnews.to/2Gn9lis


The Virginia senator continued: “I don't think Facebook has been fully forthcoming. I called out Facebook 
back in December of '16. In the spring of '17, I questioned micro-targeting and the use of this really 
sketchy firm Cambridge Analytica.” He called on CEO Mark Zuckerberg “to come and testify.” Watch the 
full interview. 

Todd traveled to Madison, Wis. this week to speak with “Reach Out Wisconsin,” a group comprised of 
voters across party lines, about gun reforms ahead of yesterday’s “March for Our Lives.” Watch the full 
discussion. 

PBS’ Robert Costa, MSNBC’s Hugh Hewitt, NBC News’ Kasie Hunt and Democratic strategistHeather 
McGhee joined this morning’s roundtable for additional insight and analysis on the week in politics, 
including the president’s hire of John Bolton as his new national security adviser, withCosta noting, “It's 
not so much an ideological case they're making, it's a personality mesh with the president.” 

 

 
 

April 1, 2018 

MTP: FIRED VA SEC. SHULKIN SAYS HE 
DID NOT RESIGN CONTRARY TO WHITE 
HOUSE STATEMENT, HE AND TRUMP 
‘HAD SET UP A MEETING FOR THE VERY 
NEXT DAY’ 

PLUS: Shulkin on firing: “This was somewhat of a surprise” 

EXCLUSIVE: Sen. Ron Johnson (R-Wis.): Trump “needs to understand the effect” 
firing officials on Twitter “has on attracting other people” 

EXCLUSIVE: Johnson is “pleased with the appointment of John Huber,” says 
Mueller “was appointed too soon” 

EXCLUSIVE: Alan Dershowitz would not join Trump legal team if asked, wants to 
remain independent 

APRIL 1, 2018 – In an interview with “Meet the Press” moderator Chuck Todd, fired Veteran Affairs 
Secretary David Shulkin says he did not resign and was not asked to submit a letter of resignation, 
contrary to a White House statement that he had “resigned from his position.” 

“General Kelly gave me a call very shortly before the tweet came out,” Shulkin told Todd, referring to 
White House Chief of Staff John Kelly and President Donald Trump’s tweet naming Admiral Ronny 
Jackson to his position. Shulkin said he and the president had spoken “just a few hours before,” and “we 
had set up a meeting for the very next day.” “This was somewhat of a surprise,” he added. Watch the full 
interview. 

https://nbcnews.to/2GpgOOf
https://nbcnews.to/2GpgOOf
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/full-wisconsin-panel-we-ve-got-to-be-bold-on-guns-1194523203538
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/full-wisconsin-panel-we-ve-got-to-be-bold-on-guns-1194523203538
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/full-panel-with-john-bolton-is-white-house-embracing-chaos-1194561603701
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/politics-news/dismissed-va-head-shulkin-says-he-did-not-resign-n861806
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/979108846408003584?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&ref_url=http%3A%2F%2Fdigg.com%2F2018%2Ftrump-fires-schulkin-tweet&tfw_site=digg
https://nbcnews.to/2Jd2PK4
https://nbcnews.to/2Jd2PK4


Sen. Ron Johnson (R-Wis.) reacted to Trump’s firing of Shulkin on Twitter in an exclusive interview: “It’s 
not the way I’d do it. … The president needs to understand the effect it has on attracting other people.” 

Johnson shared he’s “pleased with the appointment of John Huber,” the U.S. attorney investigating claims 
of FBI misconduct, and that “it’s the best case for the time being” that Attorney General Jeff Sessions did 
not appoint a special counsel. In regard to Special Counsel Robert Mueller, “he was appointed too soon,” 
Johnson said. Watch the full interview. 

Alan Dershowitz, professor emeritus at Harvard Law School and author of Trumped Up: How the 
Criminalization of Political Differences Endangers Democracy, and Bob Bauer, former White House 
Counsel to President Barack Obama, also joined the broadcast in an exclusive joint interview. Bauer told 
Todd, “Since Donald Trump may have known that the Kremlin sent emissaries to his campaign in June of 
2016 to talk about support for his campaign, he might take the advice that he gave Bill Clinton in 1999: 
“Take the Fifth.”” When asked if he would join Trump’s legal team in any capacity if asked, Dershowitz 
replied, “No, I want to remain independent.” Watch the interview. 

NPR’s Joshua Johnson, TIME’s Elise Jordan, AEI’s Danielle Pletka and syndicated columnistGeorge 
Will joined this morning’s roundtable to discuss the week in politics, including policy with Russia. “The 
administration has represented a stronger line on Russia policy than the Obama administration did,” 
argued Pletka. 

 

  

April 8, 2018 

MTP EXCLUSIVE: W.H.TRADE DIRECTOR: 
CHINESE TARIFFS ARE ‘BOTH’ A SERIOUS 
ISSUE & NEGOTIATING TACTIC, CALLS 
REPORT ON CHIEF OF STAFF KELLY 
‘FAKE NEWS’ 

EXCLUSIVE: Navarro: “We’re Moving Forward on a Measured Way With Tariffs” 

EXCLUSIVE: Sen. Mike Rounds (R-S.D.): Trump “Should Act Decisively” on Syria, 
“He Will Make it Very Clear that He Believes that Russia is Also Responsible” for 
Chemical Attack 

PLUS: Rounds Defends EPA Admin. Pruitt: “He’s Executing What the President 
Wants Him to Execute” 

ALSO: Cambridge Analytica Co-Founder Says Number “Could Be Higher” Than 
87 Million in Facebook Data Breach 

https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/johnson-on-sec-shulkin-twitter-firing-not-the-way-i-d-do-it-1199460419578
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/full-johnson-interview-russia-is-an-unfriendly-adversary-1199510595931
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/legal-experts-debate-presidential-powers-russia-probe-1199801923723
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/full-panel-is-trump-tough-enough-on-russia-1199810115524


APRIL 8, 2018 – “It’s both,” said Peter Navarro, director for the Office of Trade and Manufacturing 
Policy, when asked by “Meet the Press” moderator Chuck Todd if the administration wants to have it both 
ways, telling the Chinese, “We’re serious about tariffs,” but then telling the public, “It’s a negotiating 
tactic.” 

Navarro then said, “I don't believe if you played back what I said just a minute ago that I said was a 
negotiating tactic, it's not. We're listening to the Chinese.” He added: “We’re moving forward on a 
measured way with tariffs, with investment restrictions … What we want from China is very clear: We 
want fair and reciprocal trade. We want them to stop stealing our stuff.” 

Navarro addressed a recent report from The Washington Post on White House Chief of Staff John Kelly 
threatening to resign on multiple occasions: “He has the confidence of the president, and he's getting the 
job done. When you read stuff in The Washington Post, frankly, that's fake news most of the time.” Todd 
replied, “That’s a cheap shot. The term “fake news” is not exactly a way to hold up the First 
Amendment.” Watch the interview. 

Sen. Mike Rounds (R-S.D.) joined the show in an exclusive interview, telling Todd that, on the chemical 
weapons attack, President Trump “should act decisively, and I think he will hold not just Syria, but I think 
he will make it very clear that he believes that Russia is also responsible.” Chuck noted: “The Russian 
Foreign Ministry is saying, “this is fake news,” this idea that there even was a chemical weapons attack [in 
Syria].” 

Rounds also said EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt should remain in his position “because he's following 
through with the policies that the president said he wanted to implement.” He added: “We'll nitpick little 
things. He has too many people on his security detail. It may add up to more than what the previous guy 
did. … We said we had to have regulatory reform. We've got it. Scott Pruitt is a big part of that. He's 
executing what the president wants him to execute.” Watch the full interview. 

Christopher Wylie, co-founder of Cambridge Analytica, told Todd the number “could be higher” than 
87 million whose personal Facebook data was misused by Cambridge Analytica, and the data “could be 
stored in various parts of the world, including Russia.” 

He asked, “Why is it that Mark Zuckerberg won't actually bother to come and attend a Parliamentary 
inquiry here in the U.K., as everyone else is?” Wylie also shared he’s been contacted and is cooperating 
with congressional investigations and also law enforcement and the Department of Justice. Watch the full 
interview. 

Charlie Cook of The Cook Political Report, Helene Cooper of The New York Times, presidential 
historian Doris Kearns Goodwin and Rich Lowry of National Review joined the broadcast’s roundtable 
for insight and analysis, including on Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg testifying on the Hill this week. “If 
he had immediately gone up to Congress, it would have been bad. Now, I think it’s going to be 
horrific,” said Cook. 

 
 
April 15, 2018 

MTP EXCLUSIVES: ERNST SAYS TRUMP 
‘DOES NEED TO WORK WITH CONGRESS’ 

https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/navarro-chief-of-staff-john-kelly-has-the-confidence-of-the-president-1205702723646
https://nbcnews.to/2IDUuxT
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/full-rounds-interview-you-have-to-be-consistent-on-syria-and-foreign-policy-1205660227813
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/misused-data-from-facebook-users-could-absolutely-be-higher-than-87-million-cambridge-analytica-co-founder-says-1205345347991
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/former-cambridge-analytica-co-founder-wylie-cooperating-with-department-of-justice-1205618755666
https://nbcnews.to/2IENjFM
https://nbcnews.to/2IENjFM
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/panel-going-to-be-ugly-for-facebook-on-capitol-hill-1205690947838


ON FURTHER SYRIA ACTION, BOTH 
ERNST & RYAN DON’T BELIEVE TRUMP 
WILL FIRE MUELLER 

EXCLUSIVE: House Speaker Ryan Says Comey is a Man of Integrity “As Far As I 
Know” 

PLUS: Former CIA Director Brennan Supports Trump’s “Appropriate” Actions on 
Syria 

NEW NBC News/WSJ Poll: Democrats Have Midterm Intensity Advantage, But No 
'Knockout' Yet 

APRIL 14, 2018 – In an exclusive interview this morning on “Meet the Press,” Sen. Joni Ernst (R-
Iowa) addresses Friday’s airstrikes in Syria, telling moderator Chuck Todd if President Trump “wishes to 
go any further, he does need to work with Congress.” 

“I am uncomfortable going forward if he [Trump] wishes to commit ground troops in the area,” said Ernst. 
“The president does need to come to Congress,” adding, “We need to have these discussions because 
we don't see that Bashar al-Assad will all of a sudden become a real nice guy.” 

Ernst also addressed upcoming legislation from Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa) on protecting Special 
Counsel Robert Mueller from being fired, noting she’d like to “see the final text of that before I state 
whether I would support it or not.” “I don't believe that the president will fire Mueller,” she said. Watch the 
full interview. 

Former CIA Director and NBC News Senior National Security and Intelligence Analyst John Brennan told 
Todd he has not been interviewed by the Special Counsel and reacted to a report that Mr. Trump’s 
personal attorney, Michael Cohen, was in Prague during the 2016 campaign despite his well-known 
denials: “If these allegations are true, they are explosive from the standpoint of this provides the basis for 
conspiracy. Because you have to conspire with a foreign government in order for these charges to stick.” 

On Syria, Brennan said, “This administration's actions against Syria were appropriate. And I tend to be a 
critic of this administration, but I think the way they handled this was exactly right.” He also addressed his 
criticism of the president on Twitter: “I believe that I have a responsibility as an American citizen to speak 
up when I see some wrongdoings, and I have taken issue with a lot of things that Donald Trump has 
done. I'll continue to do that.” Watch the full interview. 

House Speaker Paul Ryan, who announced this week he would not seek re-election, spoke with Todd in 
an exclusive interview on Capitol Hill Friday, endorsing House Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) 
as his successor. On the Russia probe, Ryan said, “I don't think he's [Trump] going to fire Mueller,” 
adding, “I don't think he should be fired. I think he should be left to do his job.” He says that former FBI 
Director James Comey is a man of integrity “as far as I know.”Watch the full interview. 

New NBC News/Wall Street Journal poll numbers debuted on the broadcast, revealing that an 
advantage in intensity — against Trump and for voting in November — is fueling Democrats ahead of the 
midterm elections that take place more than six months from now. Read more on the poll’s findings. 

https://nbcnews.to/2JJLVCO
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Republican strategist Al Cardenas, NBC News’ Carol Lee and Kristen Welker, and Mark Leibovich of 
The New York Times Magazine joined the show for insight and analysis on the week in politics, including 
a discussion on the FBI’s raid of Cohen’s office. “When the news came out on the court filing that Michael 
Cohen's been under surveillance for months, it is notable the president spoke with Michael Cohen on 
Friday,” said Todd, to which Welker replied, “The White House was asked if the president continues to be 
in constant contact with Michael Cohen. They dodged that question.” 

 

 

April 22, 2018 

MTP EXCLUSIVE: SEN. COLLINS SAYS 
COMEY ‘SHOULD HAVE WAITED TO DO 
HIS MEMOIR,’ SHOULDN’T ‘CASH IN’ 

EXCLUSIVE: Collins “to Confirm” Pompeo as Sec. of State But Still Has “a Lot of 
Questions to Ask” Haspel 

EXCLUSIVE: WH Legislative Director Short: “As Far as I Know, The President Has 
No Intention of Firing” Rosenstein or Mueller 

EXCLUSIVE: Short on North Korea: The Administration Has “Cautious Optimism” 

PLUS: DNC Chair Perez on Lawsuit: “It's Hard to Put a Price Tag on Preserving 
Democracy” 

APRIL 22, 2018 – In an exclusive interview this morning on “Meet the Press,” Sen. Susan Collins (R-
Maine), referring to former FBI Director James Comey’s book tour, told moderator Chuck Todd that 
Comey "should have waited to do his memoir,” adding: “I cannot imagine why an FBI director would seek 
to essentially cash in on a book when the investigation is very much alive.” 

“I am going to vote to confirm” Mike Pompeo as the next Secretary of State, the Maine senator said but 
added that she hasn’t made a decision yet on President Trump’s nominee to lead the CIA, Gina Haspel: 
“We still have a lot of questions to ask of her.” Watch the full interview. 

Marc Short, legislative affairs director for the White House, also joined the program exclusively, telling 
Todd: “As far as I know, the president has no intention of firing” Deputy Attorney General Rosenstein or 
Special Counsel Mueller but “you don’t know how far off this investigation is going to veer.” 

We “have cautious optimism” about North Korea, said Short. “We’re going to keep up maximum pressure. 
We’re not going to stop that until they denuclearize.” Watch the full interview. 

Tom Perez, chair of the Democratic National Committee, addressed the DNC lawsuit against Russia, 
Wikileaks, and the Trump campaign, telling Todd: “I don't know the amount of money that it will take, but I 

https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/full-panel-too-late-for-trump-to-fire-mueller-1211350083712
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will tell you, it's hard to put a price tag on preserving democracy,” adding: “That’s why I concluded that it 
would be irresponsible of me not to do this.” Watch the full interview. 

CBN News’ David Brody, Democratic strategist Cornell Belcher, The Cook Political Report’sAmy 
Walter and NBC News’ Andrea Mitchell joined this morning’s roundtable for additional insight and 
analysis on the week in politics, including Barbara Bush’s passing, with Mitchellnoting, "Barbara Bush 
broke through" the Reagan White House's slow response to the AIDS crisis. 

 

 

April 29, 2018 

MTP EXCLUSIVE: COMEY SAYS HOUSE 
INTEL REPORT IS ‘POLITICAL 
DOCUMENT,’ ‘NOT MY UNDERSTANDING 
OF WHAT THE FACTS WERE BEFORE I 
LEFT THE FBI’ 

PLUS: Comey: “I Don’t Believe” AG Lynch Was Compromised, Can’t “Talk About 
What Contact Was Made with the Leadership of Justice on That” 

EXCLUSIVE: Sen. Roy Blunt (R-Mo.) Refuses to Call for Gov. Eric Greitens to 
Resign Despite Report He Initiated Unwanted Sex Acts: “Voters Voted for Him” 

APRIL 29, 2018 – In an exclusive live Sunday interview this morning, former FBI Director James 
Comey tells “Meet the Press” moderator Chuck Todd the House Intelligence Committee report released 
Friday on its controversial investigation into Russian interference in the 2016 election, which led 
Republicans to conclude there was no evidence of collusion with the Trump campaign, is “a political 
document” and “not my understanding of what the facts were before I left the FBI,” adding the 
investigation is “just a wreck.” 

Comey, author of “A Higher Loyalty,” said he does not believe Attorney General Loretta Lynch was 
compromised and cannot discuss “what contact with made with the leadership of Justice” about 
speculation she had reassured the Clintons on the email scandal. 

He also disputed a Washington Examiner report that he told lawmakers that “F.B.I. agents who 
interviewed Flynn did not believe that Flynn had lied to them or that any inaccuracies in his answers were 
intentional” during his tenure as director. “An example of how you can't believe everything you read in the 
media,” he added. “Not true.” Watch the full interview, including Comey on the Flynn plea deal, the 
Mueller probe and more. 

Sen. Roy Blunt (R-Mo.) also joined the broadcast in an exclusive interview, refusing to call on his state’s 
governor Eric Greitens (R) to resign amidst reporting he initiated unwanted sex acts: “We have to let the 
situation play out. … Voters voted for him. There are two ways to deal with these issues. One is the legal 

https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/full-perez-interview-dnc-s-trump-russia-lawsuit-to-deter-future-behavior-1216581699971
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process going on. The other is the legislative process. There's no reason not to have confidence in both 
of those.” 

Blunt also addressed the Iran nuclear deal, which President Trump has threatened to pull out of on May 
12, the next deadline for the U.S. to recertify Iran’s compliance: “If we stay in, I would be very much where 
President Macron, Prime Minister [of France] Macron was, where he said, “We ought to stay in the deal, 
but here are the three things that absolutely have to change.”” On the Mueller protection bill that just 
passed the Senate Judiciary Committee this week, Blunt says “under no circumstances” is he inclined to 
support the bill. Watch the full interview. 

The show broke down a new report from the Pew Research Center on a big disconnect in America 
between who we want to be as a country and who we think we actually are. Watch Data Download. 

The New York Times’ Maureen Dowd, Princeton University’s Eddie S. Glaude, Jr., NBC News’Kasie 
Hunt and The Washington Times’ Stephen Moore joined the program’s roundtable for insight and 
analysis, including a discussion on House Speaker Paul Ryan’s dismissal of the House chaplain. Dowd 
quipped, “Paul Ryan decided that he didn't really need a chaplain anymore because the House 
Republicans have already sold their souls to President Trump.” 

 

 

May 6, 2018 

MTP EXCLUSIVE: DERSHOWITZ SAYS 
GIULIANI SHOULDN’T BE PLAYING INTO 
PROSECUTORS’ HANDS, HE’S 
‘ADMITTING TO ENOUGH THAT 
WARRANTS SCRUTINY’ 

PLUS: Dershowitz says Mueller subpoena could include “what happened before 
he [Trump] was president” 

ALSO: Stormy Daniels’ lawyer on relationship between Trump lawyer Michael 
Cohen and Daniels’ ex-lawyer: “Not at arm’s-length” 

MAY 6, 2018 – “The approach last week of the Trump team plays into the hands of Mueller's tactic to try, 
at any cost, to find technical violations against lower ranking people,” Harvard Law professor 
emeritus Alan Dershowitz told “Meet the Press” moderator Chuck Todd this morning in an exclusive 
interview. 

“They’re admitting to enough that warrants scrutiny,” Dershowitz said, referring to the media interviews of 
Rudy Giuliani, former New York City mayor and new addition to the president’s legal team. “This is the 
way prosecutors operate. But Giuliani knows it too, and he shouldn't be playing into their hands.” He 
explained a subpoena from Special Counsel Robert Mueller could include “what happened before he was 

https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/full-blunt-interview-not-sure-you-can-trust-north-korea-1221845571669
https://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-press/video/americans-optimistic-for-country-but-deep-skepticism-1221824579987
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president,” which could be fought “on Judge Ellis’ grounds, that it has nothing to do with the mandate that 
was given to the special counsel. That’s a high bar.”Watch the full interview. 

“I don't think there's any question that the relationship between Keith Davidson and Michael Cohen was 
not arm's length. … We're still trying to get to the bottom of exactly what happened there,” said Michael 
Avenatti, lawyer for adult film actress Stormy Daniels, expanding upon the relationship of Daniels’ ex-
lawyer with Trump’s lawyer. While Avenatti would not disclose if Mueller’s team has reached out to him or 
Daniels, he replied, “Suffice it to say that we are cooperating.” Watch the full interview. 

“It happens all the time,” said former U.S. Ambassador to Russia Michael McFaul in reaction to news of 
former Secretary of State John Kerry engaging in behind-the-scenes diplomacy to preserve the Iran 
nuclear deal. Noting his first guest as ambassador was former Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, 
McFaul shared, “After he had breakfast with me, he went to see Vladimir Putin. Do you think he was 
saying, "Oh, I think the Obama administration's doing a great job, you need to, to engage with the 
president"? I don't think so.” Watch the full interview with McFaul, author of the new book “From Cold War 
to Hot Peace.” 

The show’s “Data Download” explored whether Red State primary voters would come out despite the 
president not being on the ballot box and how elections of the past year suggest the Trump bump may 
not be a transferable quality. 

Kimberly Atkins of The Boston Herald, Robert Costa of The Washington Post, presidential historian and 
author Jon Meacham, and Danielle Pletka of the American Enterprise Institute joined the “Meet the 
Press” roundtable to discuss the week in politics, including reacting to a new book excerpt from Sen. John 
McCain (R-Ariz.). 

 

 

May 13, 2018 – MEET THE PRESS WAS PREEMPTED DUE TO 
PREMIER LEAGUE SOCCER 

 May 20, 2018 

MTP EXCLUSIVE: STONE IS ‘PREPARED’ 
FOR MUELLER INDICTMENT BUT 
CONFIRMS HE AND HIS LAWYER HAVE 
NOT HAD ANY CONTACT WITH SPECIAL 
COUNSEL’S OFFICE 

EXCLUSIVE: Stone Says Trump “Had a Tendency to Discount Any Political 
Advice” From Michael Cohen 

https://nbcnews.to/2jzoNuT
https://nbcnews.to/2FOouFn
https://nbcnews.to/2werhYZ
https://nbcnews.to/2jCcmOV
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EXCLUSIVE: Rep. Adam Schiff (D-Calif.) Reveals That Specifics of NYT Report on 
Gulf Emissary Trump Tower Meeting Are “Completely New” to House Intelligence 
Committee 

EXCLUSIVE: Schiff Shares House Intel “Sought to Bring in George Nader” But 
Was Stopped by GOP Members 

EXCLUSIVE: “Of Course Not,” Says Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) When Asked If 
Senate Has Done Enough on Gun Violence 

MAY 20, 2018 – In an exclusive interview, former Trump campaign adviser Roger Stone says he is 
“prepared” to be indicted by Special Counsel Robert Mueller, whose team “may seek to conjure up some 
extraneous crime, pertaining to my business, or maybe not even pertaining to the 2016 election.” 

Stone confirms he and his lawyer have not had any contact with Mueller’s office. He also explains his 
comment last month about Trump’s lawyer Michael Cohen – "Donald goes out of his way to treat him like 
garbage” – telling “Meet the Press” moderator Chuck Todd: “I don't think the president regarded him as a 
political genius or was open to his desires in that area. And he had a tendency to discount any political 
advice that Michael would give him.” Watch the full interview. 

Rep. Adam Schiff (D-Calif.) reveals that the specifics of The New York Times’ report on Trump Jr. and 
other aides meeting with George Nader, a gulf emissary and Lebanese-American businessman who 
represents the Saudi Crown Prince and offered help to win the election, are “completely new” to the 
House Intelligence Committee. The Committee “sought to bring in George Nader, but the Republican 
members were unwilling to do so,” says Schiff in an exclusive interview. He adds he is “confident” the FBI 
acted appropriately in response to reports of the use of informants in the Russian interference 
investigation. Watch the full interview. 

Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) reacts to Friday’s Texas school shooting in an exclusive interview, telling 
Todd: “It is unspeakable, it really is, to see that kids all over this country, who go to a place where they 
should feel safe, where they can focus on learning, are now worrying about things that we’ve seen Texas 
or in Florida a few months ago.” When asked if there has been enough done in the Senate to prevent gun 
violence, the Vermont senator replies, “Of course not. ... It’s a three-letter word, it’s the N-R-A! And it’s 
Trump and the Republicans who don’t have the guts to stand up to these people, and that’s pretty 
pathetic.” Watch the full interview. 

PBS’ Yamiche Alcindor, The New York Times’ David Brooks, MSNBC’s Hugh Hewitt and NBC 
News’ Hallie Jackson joined the broadcast’s roundtable this morning to discuss the week in 
politics, including Friday’s Texas school shooting. Jackson reports, “I spoke with a top White House 
official just last night. There’s not an appetite to do something on this [gun violence].” 

 
 
May 27, 2018 

MTP EXCLUSIVE: FLAKE ON 2020: ‘I HAVE 
NOT RULED ANYTHING OUT,’ SAYS 
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PENCE’S PRAISE OF ARPAIO IS 
‘UNFORTUNATE’ 

EXCLUSIVE: Sen. Jeff Flake (R-Ariz.) on North Korea: “A Freeze or Something Short 
of Denuclearization is Certainly Better Than the Situation We Have Right Now” 

EXCLUSIVE: Flake Says He’s With Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) in Opposing Any Deal 
That Gives ZTE Any New Access 

MAY 27, 2018 – Sen. Jeff Flake (R-Ariz.) joined “Meet the Press” in an exclusive interview this morning, 
telling moderator Chuck Todd that he hasn’t ruled out a possible 2020 presidential run: “It's not in my 
plans, but I have not ruled anything out. I do hope that somebody runs on the Republican side other than 
the president, if nothing else, simply to remind Republicans what conservatism is.” 

The retiring Arizona senator also responded to Vice President Mike Pence’s praise for Arizona Sheriff Joe 
Arpaio as a “tireless champion of strong borders and the rule of law” earlier this month: “There aren't 
many people in Arizona who look to Joe Arpaio as a paragon of the rule of law or virtue in this sense. So, 
I think it was unfortunate. … I just don't think that it's proper to refer to him in that way.” 

Flake shared that he’s OK if denuclearization is more of a long-term goal for the Korean Peninsula: “A 
freeze or something short of total denuclearization is certainly better than the situation that we have right 
now, where we had an escalating situation.” As the Trump administration reached a deal Friday to reduce 
sanctions on the Chinese telecom giant ZTE, Flake said, “I am with Senator Rubio” in opposing any deal 
that gives ZTE any new access to American vendors or the United States in any form. Watch the full 
interview. 

On a North Korea summit, “The issue that seems to be holding this up is frankly just logistics,” said Victor 
Cha, former director for Asian affairs on the U.S. National Security Council. “In terms of the 
substance, the key issue is are they going to give up their nuclear weapons? And I think, unfortunately, 
the answer is no,” Cha, an NBC News and MSNBC analyst, told Todd. “We are the primary obstacle in 
places like the World Bank and the Asian Development Bank, the I.M.F., where the North Koreans want 
money.” Watch the full interview. 

Steven Brill, author of “Tailspin: The People and Forces Behind America’s Fifty-Year Fall – and Those 
Fighting to Reverse It,” also joined the show to discuss his new book and the need for “guard rails” 
against legal and financial excesses. Watch the interview. 

Washington Free Beacon’s Matthew Continetti, NBC News’ Andrea Mitchell, The Washington 
Post’s Eugene Robinson, and The Cook Political Report’s Amy Walter joined the broadcast’s 
roundtable for insight and analysis on the week in politics, including the NFL’s new anthem policy.“I don’t 
think this was an issue until Trump made it an issue,” says Walter. “I don’t think Americans were sitting 
around thinking, “This is what is dividing this country.”” 

 
June 3, 2018 
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MTP: RUDY GIULIANI SAYS TRUMP 
PARDONING HIMSELF OR ENDING 
MUELLER PROBE LEADS TO 
‘IMPEACHMENT’ 

PLUS: Giuliani Distances Himself from Trump Lawyers’ Letter to Mueller: “I 
Probably Would’ve Organized It Differently," "Agree With About 80 Percent" 

ALSO: Giuliani Says He Will “Absolutely Not” Be Named in Forthcoming IG 
Report as a Receiver of Leaked F.B.I. Information 

EXCLUSIVE: Canadian PM Justin Trudeau Responds to Trump’s Trade Tariffs: 
“The Idea That We Are Somehow a National Security Threat to the United States 
is Quite Frankly Insulting and Unacceptable” 

JUNE 3, 2018 – President Trump pardoning himself “would lead to, probably, an immediate 
impeachment” as terminating Special Counsel Mueller’s Russia probe also “could lead to impeachment,” 
warned Rudy Giuliani, the president’s personal lawyer, this morning on NBC News’ “Meet the Press with 
Chuck Todd.” 

Giuliani distanced himself from the letter sent by the president’s lawyers to Mueller in January, telling 
Todd: “I didn't make the argument, but I agree with most of it as any lawyer. I probably would've 
organized it differently. … I agree with about 80 percent of what he [John Dowd] wrote.” 

Todd asked the former New York City mayor if he expects to be named in the forthcoming Inspector 
General’s report as a recipient of leaked information from the F.B.I. “Absolutely not,” replied Giuliani. 
“Impossible. I didn’t get any leaked information from the F.B.I. … I speculated based on the fact that I 
knew there was a lot of turmoil within the F.B.I.” He added, “I do security work all over the world and I use 
F.B.I. agents, and I consider them current people. People haven't retired yet. And then I have retired 
people.” Watch the full interview. 

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau sat down with Todd in an exclusive interview from the 
Parliament of Canada, responding to the White House’s claim that new tariffs on Canadian steel and 
aluminum are to protect national security interests: “Our soldiers who had fought and died together on the 
beaches of World War II...and the mountains of Afghanistan, and have stood shoulder to shoulder in 
some of the most difficult places in the world, that are always there for each other, somehow – this is 
insulting to that. …The idea that we are somehow a national security threat to the United States is quite 
frankly insulting and unacceptable.” 

“I am confident that eventually, you know, we will continue to work together despite this challenge,” the 
prime minister said of his relationship with Trump. Watch the full exclusive interview. 

This week’s political roundtable was comprised of NPR’s Joshua Johnson, National Review’sRich 
Lowry, The Wall Street Journal’s Peggy Noonan and NBC News’ Katy Tur, who reacted to Todd’s 
Giuliani interview. It’s “interesting that he threw Dowd and Sekulow under the bus in terms of that letter,” 
remarked Tur. 

https://nbcnews.to/2HjBWly
https://nbcnews.to/2Jgd3IX
https://nbcnews.to/2xGXRn6
https://nbcnews.to/2xGXRn6


President Obama “took it as a given that some of the opposition to him was rooted in racism,” shared Ben 
Rhodes, former deputy national security adviser for Obama and author of the new book, “The World As It 
Is,” in a conversation with the roundtable. Rhodes joins NBC News and MSNBC as a political contributor. 

 

June 10, 2018 – Meet the Press was preempted due to Roland Garros 
Tennis 

June 16, 2018 

TOMORROW: EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEWS 
WITH CONWAY, SCHIFF & SANFORD ON 
“MEET THE PRESS WITH CHUCK TODD” 

__ 

SUNDAY EXCLUSIVE 

Kellyanne Conway 

Counselor to President Donald Trump 

__ 

SUNDAY EXCLUSIVE 

Rep. Adam Schiff (D-Calif.) 

Ranking Member of the House Intelligence Committee 

__ 

SUNDAY EXCLUSIVE 

Rep. Mark Sanford (R-S.C.) 

In an interview preview, Sanford says there's "no seeming consequence" to President Trump's lies. 

__ 

ROUNDTABLE 

Al Cardenas 

Republican Strategist; Senior Partner, Squire Patton Boggs 

https://nbcnews.to/2xDupOz
https://nbcnews.to/2lbGZeU


Helene Cooper 

Pentagon Correspondent, The New York Times 

Carol Lee 

NBC News National Political Reporter 

Bret Stephens 

Columnist, The New York Times; MSNBC Contributor 

June 24, 2018 

MTP EXCLUSIVE: LANKFORD ON 
FAMILIES SEPARATED AT BORDER: ‘WE 
KNOW WHERE EVERY SINGLE CHILD IS’ 
AND ‘THE ADULT THEY CAME WITH’ 

PLUS: Sen. Lankford (R-Okla.) Doesn’t Feel the White House Has Been Fully 
Transparent With the American Public About What They’re Trying to Do About the 
Border Crisis 

EXCLUSIVE: Sen. King (I-Maine): This is “More of an Asylum and Refugee” Crisis 

EXCLUSIVE: King Opposes Abolishing ICE, But Says “Looking at It Makes a Hell 
of a Lot of Sense” 

TUNE IN TONIGHT: “Dateline: The Dividing Line,” a Special Hour on the Border 
Crisis at 7 p.m. ET With In-Depth Reporting from MSNBC’s Jacob Soboroff 

JUNE 24, 2018 – “We know where every single child is” and “the adult they came with,” Sen. James 
Lankford (R-Okla.) tells “Meet the Press” moderator Chuck Todd of migrant families separated at the 
border in an exclusive interview. 

When asked if he feels “the White House has been fully transparent with the American public about what 
they’re trying to do” on the border crisis, Lankford replies, “I don't, actually. Now this has been one of the 
great frustrations. I think the White House has not been clear on how bad the Flores Settlement is. They 
tried to say it and say it and say it. The challenge is, you shouldn't just allow anyone to be able to come in 
at any time, to be able to view a spot where there are children present.” Watch the full interview. 

In an exclusive interview this morning, Sen. Angus King (I-Maine) tells Todd that this is “more of an 
asylum and refugee” crisis: “This is very different from the waves of illegal immigrants coming across the 
border 15, 20 years ago, mostly from Mexico, simply looking for jobs.” 

https://nbcnews.to/2tvOmlj


On calls for abolishing ICE, King says, “I don't know how you abolish an agency without abolishing the 
function, and I think the function is necessary. … I don't know if I say abolish, I don't think that makes a lot 
of sense. But I do think looking at it makes a hell of a lot of sense.”Watch the full interview. 

The violence, drug cartels, gangs and poverty ravaging Central America, including countries like El 
Salvador, have been driving people to the United States for years. El Salvador “felt, in some ways, very 
much like a war zone,” says NBC News chief foreign correspondent Richard Engel, after reporting 
from the country, which has one of the highest homicide rates in the world. “We went to a prison and we 
met some very hardcore gang members, and one of them bragged to us that he had killed 35 people, just 
himself. And when you have that number of dangerous people who feel that emboldened, it is not 
surprising that people want to leave the country and seek different opportunities and don't want their 
children to get sucked into the gang life and have them become the next generation of killers or 
victims.” Watch Engel discuss his reporting from Central America with Todd. 

The Resurgent’s Erick Erickson, The Weekly Standard’s Stephen Hayes, NBC News’ Kasie Hunt and 
Demos’ Heather McGhee join the broadcast for insight and analysis on the week in politics, including 
President Trump’s retreat this week on separating families at the border. Hayes notes, “It was the public 
pressure. I mean, the president didn't do this easily. This is an ad hoc president with an ad hoc decision-
making process, leaving his staff and congressional Republicans to scramble in his wake and try to make 
things right.” 

Read the full transcript of “Meet the Press” this morning. 

Follow the show on Twitter and on Facebook for the latest, and watch MSNBC’s “MTP Daily” at 5 p.m. ET 
for more from moderator Chuck Todd. 

Tune in tonight at 7 p.m. ET to a special hour of “Dateline: The Dividing Line,” featuring in-depth 
reporting from MSNBC’s Jacob Soboroff along the U.S.-Mexico border. 
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Q2-2018 FULL MEASURE 

 

Full Measure is a broadcast focusing on investigative, original and accountability 

reporting unique in today’s media. The host is Sharyl Attkisson. The show format will 

include a major investigative piece each week on topics ranging from immigration 

issues at home and abroad, government waste, national security concerns and 

vulnerabilities, whistleblower reports on government abuse and misdeeds. Full Measure 

is produced by and airs nationally on stations of the Sinclair Broadcast Group. The 

program also streams live on all Sinclair websites on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. ET. 

  

 

 

April1 Snowflakes a look at 
a sensitive 
generation 

Snowflakes-2  Paying the Dead 
A member of 
Congress wants to 
stop wasted SS 
payments 

April8  Russia & Ukraine 
Lobbying  
-how foreign 
countries buy influnce 

Jerusalem Embassy 
Move:  
The controversy 
reported from Israel 

Heroes&Villans 
POGO intv Neil 
Gordon Some of 
America’s most 
admired companies, 
have some secrets 

April15 NORRIS 2 following 
their efforts to restrict 
MRI dyes  

DNA Database 
Why giving up your 
dna might not be 
such a good idea 

Debt & Crisis 
Why running a 
national debt is a 
problem 

April22  Herpes Vaccine 
Controversial 
research to find a 
vaccine 

Lanny Davis 
An insider’s story on 
the Clinton loss 

China Syndrome 
Why are so many of 
our drugs produced 
in China 

April29  Awan Bros 
Questions about 
access to 
Congressional 
accounts 

Guatemala 
Controversial human 
testing 

Korea with a summit 
pending, a look at the 
world’s most 
dangerous border 

May6 Asbestos. It’s still out 
there 
 

Terror commerce: 
stopping the threat 
by watching online 

Surviving Media 
when the media 
attacks 

May13 SEAL Suicides SEALS-2    Right to Try/Johnson 



Traumatic brain injury 
and how it’s 
impacting our military 

giving terminally ill 
patients better 
access to 
experimental drugs. 

May20  Betting on JERSEY 
SCOTUS rules on 
gambling and what’s 
next 

Cuellar/NAFTA  
A look at the 
decades old trade bill 
under review 

Charlie Hebdo 
A former terrorist 
talks 

May27  
Rountable week 

Best Of 
Panel with 
correspondents on 
some of their favorite 
stories 

Best Of Best Of 

June3 THE SMEAR 
The new technique to 
eliminate people 

Afghan Author 
Journo reflections on 
Afghan 

Digital Dangers 
Gallup poll on digital 
use in school 
 

June10 IRS accountability 
and aftermath of IRS 
scandal 

Surviving Syria 
Story of man who 
escaped  

SINGAPORE 
Before the summit, 
why Singapore was 
picked 

June17 END 
SEASON3  

ROUNDTABLE 
Correspondents 
discuss some of 
favorite stories of the 
season 

ROUNDTABLE ROUNDTABLE 

June 24 OBOR China’s one 
belt one road policy 

Flights to Nowhere 
subsidized routes 

Travis Tritt the singer 
talks about patriotism 
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