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Education

At the dawning of the 20th century, France saw several individuals that challenged the status quo and changed 

the way we look at art forever. Stephane Mallarme’s symbolic poetry and Claude Monet’s impressionistic 

paintings helped pave the way for new expression in their art forms. This week's episode of Timeline looks at 

Claude Debussy and how, in the world of music, he became the pivotal figure whose works ushered in new 

sounds and ideas.

10/3 at 5:30pm, 10/5 at 10am, 

10/7 at 7am (3 min)

Education

Art influences art. The work of one discipline can inform and inspire the work of another. In France, at the close of 

the 19th century, a movement known as impressionism left its mark on the world of visual art, literature and 

music.  Join us this week for Timeline to learn more about Impressionism.

10/10 at 5:30pm, 10/12 at 

10am, 10/14 at 7am (3 min)

Education

French composer, Maurice Ravel was short in stature, slight of frame, impeccably dressed and careful about his 

manner.  After the death of Debussy in 1918, Ravel was considered to be the voice of music in France.  He left 

behind a catalogue of works, even pieces that were forgotten, abandoned or incomplete. His music touches on 

almost every genre of the time, from opera to chamber works. His orchestrations showed a unique ear for 

instrumental color and nuisance that would influence a generation of orchestrators and composers. Learn more 

about the life and works of French composer Maurie Ravel on this week's episode of Timeline. 

10/17 at 5:30pm, 10/19 at 

10am, 10/21 at 7am (3 min)

Education 

This week's episode of Timeline looks at Arnold Schoenberg: a composer, teacher, music theorist and painter. He 

developed techniques of composition that turned music upside down and backwards. He was called an 

expressionist and the founder of atonalism and serialism, but regardless of what Schoenberg is called he is one of 

the pivotal figures of 20th century music.

10/24 at 5:30pm, 10/26 at 

10am, 10/28 at 7am (3 min)

Education

Throughout music history there have been schools of thought and practice. These schools were collections of 

composers around an institution or geographic location that worked together in the pursuit of new musical 

expression.  This week's episode of Timeline is about the 20th century school of music called "The Second 

10/31 at 5:30pm, 11/2 at 10am, 

11/4 at 7am (3 min)

Education

This week's episode of Timeline is about Charles Ives -- organist, baseball player, insurance salesman and a part-

time composer. He was ahead of his time, and his compositions inspired a growing modernist movement in 

American music during the 20th century.

11/7 at 5:30pm, 11/9 at 10am, 

11/11 at 7am (3 min)

Education

Bela Bartok was a composer, pianist and musicologist. He was so devoted to his studies and artistic pursuits that 

he stated, “If I would cross myself I would say ‘in the name of Nature, Art and Science.’” His compositions had 

both a nationalistic fervor and an adventurous spirit, pushing the boundaries of music in the 20th century.  Learn 

more about Hungarian composer Bela Bartok, this week on Timeline. 

11/14 at 5:30pm, 11/16 at 

10am, 11/18 at 7am (3 min)

Education

No other composer in recent history was able to adapt to the changing styles of his time like Igor Stravinsky. He 

was a composer of international acclaim with ties to Russia, Switzerland, Germany, France and even Hollywood. 

During his long life he saw war, revolution and dynamic shifts in artistic expression. Nevertheless, he was always 

in touch with his own compositional voice. His music of any style or genre sounds like Stravinsky.  Join us this 

week for Timeline to learn more.

11/21 at 5:30pm, 11/23 at 

10am, 11/25 at 7am (3 min)
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Education

In music, there have been defining moments that change the world. A single piece, even a single performance, 

sends shock waves through the entire art form and suddenly things are never the same. This week's episode of 

Timeline delves into the 1913 premiere of Igor Stravinsky’s The Rite of Spring which was one such moment.

11/28 at 5:30pm, 11/30 at 

10am, 12/2 at 7am (3 min)

Education

This week on Timeline we exploore The Great War, or World War I, which saw the rise of revolutions and the 

death of 9 million soldiers and 7 million civilians. The philosophy, technology and geography of the world were 

forever altered. The world of music was also affected as composers served in battle and sought to express their 

patriotism and also the true human cost of the conflict.

12/5 at 5:30pm, 12/7 at 10am, 

12/9 at 7am (3 min)

Community 

Voices/Education 

 Izzy Serebrov is the featured composer for this month's Student Composer Showcase.  Izzy is in 11th grade at 

Essex High School. In addition to his classical compositions, Izzy is a singer-songwriter.  His piece is entitled 

"Under Ice" and features Piano, Trumpet and Suspended Cymbal.

12/5 at 11:30am, 12/7 at 

8:30am, 12/9 at 4pm, 12/10 at 

9am (5 min)

Education

This week, Timeline looks at Sergei Prokofiev, composer of Peter and the Wolf which is an excellent example of 

the Russian composer’s style; modernist harmonic expression with accessible melodies and familiar forms. His 

life though, was far from a fairytale and chronicles the volatile changes in Russia and the world in the first half of 

the 20th century.

12/12 at 5:30pm, 12/14 at 

10am, 12/16 at 7am (3 min)

Community Voices

Tis the season for Handel's Messiah! Nearly 275 years after it was first performed, Messiah has become a holiday 

season staple. Check out our list of performances and sing-alongs planned for the next few weeks in and around 

the listening area and share with us any we might have missed.

Online

Education

In previous centuries there were prevailing styles and forms of music. The Baroque, Classical and Romantic eras 

have their own set of conventions that composers followed. But, as Timeline explores this week, the 20th century 

saw fragmentation as composers reacted and counter-reacted to the artistic expressions around them. 

Neoclassism is an example of such a reaction.

12/19 at 5pm, 12/21 at 10am, 

12/23 at 7am (3 min) 

Education

On Timeline this week - German composer, Paul Hindemith was a central figure in music and music theory in the 

20th century, especially in the period between the wars. His music, teaching methods and theoretical treatises 

influenced a generation of composers.

12/26 at 5:30pm, 12/28 at 

10am, 12/30 at 7am (3 min)

Community Voices 
VPR Classical Presents: The Rose Ensemble performing live for a studio audience in VPR's Studio 1. Hosted by 

Walter Parker.

12/23 at 8:00pm, 12/25 at 

5:00pm (1 hour)

Community Voices Christmas with VPR Classical: Linda Radtke bringing you locally hosted Christmas favorites. 12/25 at 11am (2 hrs)


