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ISSUES OF CONCERN TO CHICAGO
ADDRESSED IN RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING IN THE

THIRD QUARTER 2015

1. School Reform and Education: Efforts to improve student performance and 
achievement, making sure teachers are performing well in the classroom and 
general educational issues in Chicago and suburbs.

2. Business and Job Development: Creating an economic climate that supports 
small business and entrepreneurs.  Provide assistance to develop new businesses 
and jobs in distressed economic areas.  

3. Crime and Violence: Support of community policing efforts in Chicago, efforts to 
reduce gang activity and the spread of gangs into the suburbs, ensuring that the 
police department operates legally and with respect the communities it serves.

4. Transportation: Maintenance, improvement and safety of Chicago’s 
transportation system, including the airports, commuter rail service, and highway 
development.

5. Neighborhood and Suburban Development: Efforts within the City of 
Chicago to promote neighborhood cohesion, economic opportunities and housing.
Infrastructure concerns.

6. Family Issues: Helping to maintain stable families; parental education; finding 
permanent homes for children in state care.  

7. Health Care: Providing adequate facilities for health care, particularly indigent 
care; providing affordable health care and access to services.

8. Voter Information: Helping voters make personal election decisions by giving 
insights into those that are running for offices in upcoming elections.
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WXRT-FM
PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS COMMUNITY ISSUES

1. At Issue: (Saturdays from 6a-6:30a, except for July 18, August 15, and September 
19, and Sundays from 7a-7:30a. Duration: 30:00)
Locally produced interview show featuring top newsmakers discussing state and
community issues.

2. WXRT Public Affairs Show: (Saturdays from 6a-6:30a on July 18, August 15, 
and September 19.  Duration: 30:00)
Locally produced interview show featuring newsmakers and local charitable 
events in the Chicagoland area. 
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I. SCHOOL REFORM AND EDUCATION

At Issue
August 8 and 9, 2015
Guest:  Karen Lewis/President Chicago Teachers Union 
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

Karen Lewis talked about a proposal that would require teachers to pick up more 
of the cost of their pension payments.  She referred to agreements dating back to the early 
80s after another financial crisis when requests were made to take less of a raise in return 
for a greater share of the pension paid by the government.  Now, Lewis calls Governor 
Rauner’s behavior “psychopathic” in how he’s cutting funds, saying he’s trying to hold 
people hostage while waiting to get what he wants.  As for negotiations with Chicago 
Public Schools, she said the teachers were willing to accept a pay freeze in a one year 
deal, but now that one-year option was pulled off the table.  Lewis says whenever she 
hears the term “shared sacrifice” she knows CPS is about to “steal” something.  She says 
they need to sit and talk about all kinds of areas where money can be saved—by working 
collaboratively.  She says the teachers want to ramp up violence prevention, but that 
might require $10 million, so they want to find areas to save that money to redirect funds.  
When asked if there’s something teachers would want assuming wages shrink due to 
increased contributions to their pensions, Lewis said she would want any cut phased in to 
avoid a radical cut.  She also called the Governor’s “insanity” around taking away union 
rights in collective bargaining, ridiculous.  On the positive side, Lewis said the 
collaboration and sharing among teachers gives her hope.  She said “we know what’s best 
for kids” and they’ll make sure kids get the very best from the teachers and vice versa.  
On the negative side, Lewis says the privatizing and defunding of education—doing 
things on the cheap---is rampant nationwide.    

WXRT Public Affairs Show
July 18, 2015
Guest: Caitlin Moran, Author and commentator
30 minutes of 30 minute program

Author Caitlin Moran joined XRT’s Mary Dixon for a wide ranging discussion on 
some hot-button topics, including feminism, social justice, comedy and rock & roll.  
Moran talked about sharing her world view with fans on Twitter and what it is like to 
have such an influence on aspiring female journalists.
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II. BUSINESS AND JOB DEVELOPMENT 

At Issue
July 11 and 12, 2015
Guests:  Carl Bell/Psychiatrist 

  Will Burns/Chicago Alderman 4th Ward
  John Foundation/Sun-Times Columnist
  Father Michael Pfleger/St. Sabina Catholic Church    

5 minutes out of 30 minute program

The crux of this program dealt with controversy over the name “Chiraq” for Spike 
Lee’s movie that was being filmed in Chicago’s poorest neighborhoods.  Alderman Will 
Burns of the 4th Ward spoke about his feelings on crime in Chicago. He said he is 
concerned about homelessness, poverty and injustice as mentioned by Father Pfleger, but 
in order to change how communities function, Burns said there must be long term 
solutions and permanent jobs created instead of temporary opportunities. He said it is 
difficult to get private banks to lend money to businesses wanting to start on the South 
Side. He also said “Chiraq” will reinforce the racial stereotypes of the South Side and 
will put up another barrier for creating economic development there.  

At Issue
September 5 and 6, 2015
Guest:  Charles Wheeler/Prof. of Public Affairs Reporting Illinois-Springfield  
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

There is an ongoing standoff over the state budget between Republican Illinois 
Governor Bruce Rauner and the powerful Democratic House Speaker Michael Madigan.   
Solutions to ending the stalemate appear to be few.  Charles Wheeler, journalist, political 
expert and Professor of Public Affairs Reporting at the University of Illinois at 
Springfield has been studying the budget battle and has written a column about it in the 
magazine ‘Illinois Issues.’   He said the basic outline of the stalemate is focus.  He said 
Democrats want to focus on the budget while the Governor wants to look at his 
“Turnaround” agenda to strengthen the business climate and weaken unions.  He said in 
the past, debates usually centered on dollar amounts not detailed reform plans.  Wheeler 
said Rauner as a business executive comes from an environment where he expects his 
orders to be carried out and that’s not happening as Governor. Therefore, he said, there is 
no budget deal three months into the new fiscal year. Wheeler said for now, that’s left 
Rauner less impactful than the previous Governor.   Wheeler said he isn’t sure Rauner got 
the voter mandate Rauner thought he got, and Wheeler believes some voters who put him 
in office may be having buyer’s remorse--and politics is always in play.  Speaker of the 
House Michael Madigan recently called a vote to override the Governor’s veto of a bill 
that would have kept unions from striking against the state and call in an arbitrator if an 
impasse occurred.  He didn’t have the votes needed to override the veto but called the 
vote anyway.  Wheeler believes that was an attempt to get Republicans on the record on 
the issue, so that vote can be used against them in an upcoming election.  As for reaching 
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a budget deal, Wheeler looked at the reforms the Governor wants.  He cited workers 
compensation reform and the need to use what’s called an “agreed bill process.”  He said 
the state should bring together labor and business representatives, have them come up 
with a compromise and let lawmakers vote on it.  So in essences he said the two parties 
most interested in the measure would forge the deal.   In the meantime, Wheeler said he 
is hopeful that statesmanship will move the legislative leaders and the Governor forward 
because neither has leverage.  He joked that if they don’t reach an agreement maybe the 
influential Pope Francis can intervene and have a talk with both sides.

At Issue
September 26 and 27, 2015
Guests:  Chicago Aldermen John Arena, William Burns, Ricardo Munoz
10 minutes out of 30 minute program

The City of Chicago is faced with crushing pension debt, plunging bond ratings, 
too many murders and plenty of other financial challenges. Chicago Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel presented his 2016 budget with a proposal of a more than 500-million dollar 
property tax hike. Three Aldermen were invited to talk about the budget and the state of 
the City of Chicago. Alderman William Burns said he likes the budget plan if only 
because it tackles issues that have been kicked down the road for too long. He said the 
property tax increase will pay down the pension liability and state law requires the city to 
make those payments. Alderman Ricardo Munoz, known for regularly voting against the 
Mayor’s proposals, said you get the government you pay for and the city hasn’t raised 
property taxes for some time. Now, he said we are facing a whopping property tax 
increase. Alderman John Arena said the Mayor has been good at finding efficiencies but 
that only slightly helps the financial picture. He said he is concerned about how the 
property tax proposal will be phased in and that no other budget ideas have been put on 
the table and discussed. Business owners and management groups were in Springfield 
arguing against the homeowner exemption because the business community feels they 
already pay their fair share. Burns said the current budget proposal does two things: it 
invests in things that attract businesses and reduces the financial liabilities that threaten 
business. On the topic of budget cuts, Burns said one area to start is staffing.  He said 
there are too many managers and not enough front line workers.  

 III. CRIME AND VIOLENCE

At Issue
July 11 and 12, 2015
Guests:  Carl Bell/Psychiatrist 

  Will Burns/Chicago Alderman 4th Ward
  John Foundation/Sun-Times Columnist
  Father Michael Pfleger/St. Sabina Catholic Church    

25 minutes out of 30 minute program
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The City Club of Chicago, a non-profit, bipartisan group of business and civic 
leaders, hosted a round table discussion with the leaders of the Chicago community about 
the controversial Spike Lee movie “Chiraq.” Father Michael Pfleger was up first to give 
his opinion on the movie and violence in Chicago. Pfleger said there’s no reason to be 
upset with director Spike Lee for filming a movie about the violence in Chicago. Pfleger 
said Chicago has a reputation as a violent city not because of a movie title but because 
Chicago is in fact a violent city. Pfleger confronted Alderman Burns about his (Burns’) 
comments about Spike Lee only creating temporary jobs for people. Pfleger said the 
people who got temporary work due to the movie made income they otherwise would not 
have. Pfleger said the idea that a movie will discourage businesses to come to the South 
Side of Chicago is ridiculous--because as along as he has lived on the South Side it has 
always been difficult to get business to come there. Pfleger said crime is up not only in 
Chicago but in the state of Illinois. He called it a waste of time to talk about a movie title 
when there are more important issues needing focus like homelessness, poverty and 
injustice. Alderman Will Burns of the 4th Ward spoke about his feelings on crime in 
Chicago. He said he is concerned about homelessness, poverty and injustice like Father 
Pfleger, but in order to change how communities function, Burns said there must be long 
term solutions and permanent jobs created instead of temporary opportunities. He said it 
is difficult to get private banks to lend money to businesses wanting to start on the South 
Side. He also said “Chiraq” will reinforce the racial stereotypes of the South Side and 
will put up another barrier for creating economic development there. Psychiatrist Carl 
Bell was up next. He did not talk about the movie but about crime in Chicago. Bell said 
most successful businesses in low income, black neighborhoods are liquor stores. He said 
many African American children born in those communities have fetal alcohol spectrum 
disorder. Bell said he was not accusing black women of being alcoholics but said 98 
percent of the women who drink during the first month or two of pregnancies do not 
realize they are pregnant. He said while it is not a crime to drink socially, any amount of 
consumed alcohol, no matter how small, interrupts and/or delays fetus development. Bell 
calls fetal alcohol spectrum disorder the biggest public health problem in the African 
American community since slavery. John Fountain, a writer for the Chicago Sun-Times, 
added his comments on using the name “Chiraq” for Lee’s movie.  He said it seems that 
more people are worried about how Chicago is being viewed across the country, rather 
than being worried about the actual violence in Chicago. 

At Issue
July 19, 2015
Guest:  Garry McCarthy/Chicago Police Superintendent   
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

McCarthy has been in his current position since 2011.  The conversation began 
with a discussion of violence and guns.  McCarthy said Chicago police arrest more 
people for having illegal firearms than any other city.  But he says 60 percent of those 
arrested already this year in the first quarter were already back on the street.  He said a 
big problem:  There’s a bigger sanction from gangs for losing their guns, than there is for 
getting caught with guns and going through Illinois’ criminal justice system.  He says 
police are running on a hamster wheel, because despite the arrests, the system doesn’t 
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support gun violence reduction.  He says the gun lobby, African Americans concerned 
with mass incarceration, and everyone with a stake needs to get together and come up 
with reforms.  McCarthy said they’ll be trying a test program for illegal gun possession, 
where each incident will have a case folder prepared by a detective, who will present his 
case to the state’s attorney rather than having an inexperienced police officer dealing with 
the issue.  McCarthy also talked about community involvement in making neighborhoods 
safe.  He discussed how the department is now set up to deliver community policing, 
thanks to officers now have regular beats—something set up during his tenure.  But he 
said that’s not enough.  The public wants officers out of the cars for reasons other than 
writing tickets.  He said that process is underway, with officers going into businesses, 
churches, etc., as suggested in community meetings, just to pop in and say hello.  Some 
officers are coaching little leagues in tough areas.  Those interactions, he said, will help 
change interactions with police.  He said going to community meetings is helpful to 
develop ideas.  McCarthy also talked about the size of the police force.  He says Chicago 
has the most officers per capita than any other big city.  He says the key is what the 
officers are doing.  He said they pay a great deal of overtime in the summer, but in the 
winter fewer officers are needed.  So he thinks the staffing levels are fine.

WXRT Public Affairs Show
August 15, 2015
Guest: Mike Quigley, Congressman for Illinois’ 5th District
30 minutes of 30 minute program

Illinois Congressman Mike Quigley joined Mary Dixon on the WXRT Public 
Affairs show to discuss the issues he’s dealing with in his district, including gun control, 
congressional gridlock, a Pacific Rim trade deal and climate change.  Quigley also shared 
his thoughts on a few subjects close to his heart, like rock & roll. 

At Issue
August 16, 2015
Guests:  Bryant Jackson-Green/Illinois Policy Institute Analyst
              Ester Franco-Payne/Deputy Director Illinois Justice Project
              Todd Belcore/Attorney with Shriver Center on Poverty Law
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

This program featured a discussion of how to improve the prison system in 
Illinois.  The Illinois Policy Institute is a conservative think-tank, while Fanco-Payne is 
with a group looking for reform and Belcore’s organization advocates for the poor.  
Jackson-Green authored a report on the justice system and ways to improve it.  
Overcrowding, he said, is a major issue to solve, with the Illinois prison population up 
330 percent since 1978—putting the system at 150 percent of capacity.  He said the 
question is whether all of the people currently in prison really need to be there.  He added 
the next step is to be sure those exiting prison are on the right path for society.  Franco-
Payne said she agrees with many of the reforms suggested by the Illinois Policy Institute 
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and Governor Bruce Rauner.  Belcore said the criminal justice system forces people to 
remain in poverty, and too much money is spent on a system that isn’t working.  He said 
the policies and practices force those with records to go without jobs and remain in 
poverty.  Jackson-Green said the prison system issue is one thing in Springfield that 
everyone can agree on.  Franco-Payne says her group has looked at best practices from 
other states.  Belcore said it is important the department of corrections actually corrects 
the underlying behavior that sent someone to prison, and important there are laws 
requiring entire professions to consider those who check the criminal-past box on their 
job application forms.  Jackson-Green said one recommendation is to divert non-violent 
offenders from prisons to drug treatment facilities, etc., where people can get help for the 
issues that made them criminals.  Belcore said he agrees with decriminalization of 
marijuana because that’s considered a minor offense, so ticketing makes more sense than 
jail.  He also called the criminal justice system issue, “the civil rights issue of our time.”  
Jackson-Green called it a generational issue, noting the US has the biggest prison 
population in the world.  Franco-Payne said mandatory minimums should end, that 
people should be reviewed based on their individual cases.  Belcore agreed, saying the 
current system does not deter crime or correct behavior, and costs billions of dollars.  
Jackson-Green added that official discretion by judges does not preclude stiff sentencing.                             

At Issue
August 29 and 30, 2015
Guest:  Anita Alvarez/Cook County State’s Attorney   
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

            Anita Alvarez has been the Cook County State’s Attorney since 2008.  She is the 
first Latino to hold the office and is running for re-election in 2016.  As the county’s top 
prosecutor her main responsibility is to prosecute criminal cases on behalf of crime 
victims and promote public safety.   One of the crimes she prosecutes is gun crimes.   
Alvarez was asked about the shooting deaths of two Virginia journalists on live 
television.   She says certain people should never be able to legally purchase a gun and 
points to the need for stronger purchasing safeguards including a national universal 
background check that includes mental health screenings.  She has tried to pass gun laws 
including increasing penalties for repeat gun offenders but has been unsuccessful so far, 
she says, because of a strong gun lobby.   She says when it comes to prosecuting and 
preventing gun violence her focus is on the most violent offenders who are 63 percent 
more likely to commit another violent crime a year after their release.  She repeated her 
feeling that current laws in Illinois are not a good enough deterrent to stop the cycle.  
Alvarez suggests weak gun laws have disproportionately impacted minorities and people 
living in low income communities.   She talked about her diversion programs noting that 
in five years her office has gone from eight alternative sentencing programs to 30, 
including one recently signed into law called the “rocket docket” that moves small-time, 
non-violent offenders more quickly through the Cook County Jail.   That includes minor 
drug and prostitution offenses.   On the political front, Alvarez denied accusations by the 
Cook County Board Chairman that she hasn’t embraced enough reforms to reduce the jail 
population.   She says she has worked with the Chief Judge to get more qualified 
criminals out on electronic monitors and I-Bonds along with her deferred prosecution 
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programs.  She cited those as examples how she is one of the most innovative people to 
hold the office of State’s Attorney.  She says the jail population is the lowest it’s been in 
years at 7,500 inmates.  She says she is a career prosecutor and runs a professional 
office.  She said she has never been involved in backdoor politics and is not bothered that 
her reelection bid is not being endorsed by the local Democratic Party.   On the issue of 
domestic violence on college campuses, Alvarez says they’ve been focusing on training 
campus personnel at the local universities and raising awareness of how they can help 
protect students and report violence against students.  

 At Issue
September 12 and 13, 2015
Guest:  Kimberly Fox, lawyer and candidate for Cook County State’s Attorney
10 minutes out of 30 minute program

Kimberly Foxx is challenging incumbent Anita Alvarez for the office of State’s 
Attorney.  Foxx is a former Assistant State’s Attorney and mostly recently was Chief of 
State to the Cook County Board President.  She said her career and her life have shaped 
who she is today.  She grew up in the CHA housing project Cabrini Green, the daughter 
of a teenage mom.  She said her family was poor and at one time homeless, and that 
violence and poverty were a part of her life as a child.  She said her first-hand knowledge 
makes it easier to relate to people living in the same environment.  Foxx said she was 
homeless for a time because her mother refused to allow her to attend the public schools 
around Cabrini Green.  They moved to Old Town so she could go to a magnate school 
but they were unable to pay the rent for their apartment.  She was 16 years old and did 
not know where she would sleep.  Foxx said she was similar to many kids who go 
through the court system.  She said her most vivid memory while working as a State’s 
Attorney office is of a mother whose 5 year old son was raped by a 15-year-old boy.  She 
said the mother believed her son was ruined for life by what happened.  Foxx said she 
reassured the mother that didn’t have to be the case, citing herself as an example.  Foxx 
said as a member of the State’s Attorney’s office, heading up the Juvenile Justice system, 
she learned youth cases come in two types: abuse/neglect and delinquency.  She said the 
job is to protect kids who are abused and neglected and to prosecute delinquents.  But she 
also said the two are not mutually exclusive.  She said it’s the job of the State’s Attorney 
to decide whether a 13-year-old will face felony charges for fighting on the playground, 
knowing such a charge would  follow that child in the future.  Foxx said she left the 
office because she felt it lacked leadership, that leadership was more interested in making 
headlines than advocating for the community.  She joined the Cook County Board 
President’s administration because the President was focused on juvenile justice issues.  
She said she wanted to work on policy change.  Now she has decided to run for State’s 
Attorney because the current State’s Attorney lacks innovation.  Foxx said the 
perspective of the current State’s Attorney is too narrow.  She said there are many 
nuances that go with crime that are currently overlooked.  Foxx said some of the 
programs set up to help people are too restrictive and lack community support.  She cited 
the recent move to send gun cases directly to grand juries and away from judges.  She 
said this decision won’t ensure a higher conviction rate, and gives too much power to the 
State’s Attorney.  She said people with illegal guns should be meaningfully prosecuted.   
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She also talked about overcrowded jails.  She said the issue is too many people held on 
non-violent offenses, such as drug violations.  She said that’s a health issue, and people 
need to be dealt with strategically.  Foxx said she has driven all over Cook County to 
learn about the entire area.  And she said while she appreciates the support of the Cook 
County Board President, she is her own candidate.  Foxx said if elected she would 
immediately end the practice of arresting children in school.  Foxx said arrests should not 
be made for discipline problems that can be handled by schools.  She also said her 
passion for the justice system is unmatched and she is someone who can amplify the 
issues of crime and violence that are important to the community.

At Issue
September 26 and 27, 2015
Guests:  Chicago Aldermen John Arena, William Burns, Ricardo Munoz
10 minutes out of 30 minute program

The City of Chicago is faced with crushing pension debt, plunging bond ratings, 
too many murders and plenty of other financial challenges. Chicago Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel presented his 2016 budget with a proposal of a more than 500-million dollar 
property tax hike. Three Aldermen were invited to talk about the budget and the state of 
the city of Chicago. Alderman William Burns said he likes the budget plan if only 
because it tackles issues that have been kicked down the road for too long. He said the 
property tax increase will pay down the pension liability and state law requires the city to 
make those payments. Alderman Ricardo Munoz, known for regularly voting against the 
Mayor’s proposals, said you get the government you pay for and the city hasn’t raised 
property taxes for some time. Now, he said we are facing a whopping property tax 
increase. Alderman John Arena said the Mayor has been good at finding efficiencies but 
that only slightly helps the financial picture. He said he is concerned about how the 
property tax proposal will be phased in and that no other budget ideas have been put on 
the table and discussed. Arena also said he wants the city to protect low and moderate 
income earners with a homeowner’s exemption and additional protections for renters.    
He said people should be able to stay in the City of Chicago. Munoz said constituents are 
engaged in the conversation about the budget and they are upset about the property tax 
proposal. Arena added he has been trying to educate people in his ward about why this is 
necessary and likely inevitable. On the topic of budget cuts, Burns said one area to start is 
staffing.  He said there are too many managers and not enough front line workers. Munoz 
said one issue that wasn’t being addressed head on in this budget is violence. He said the 
city isn’t talking about putting more police officers out on the street to prevent crime 
instead of just chasing crime all the time. Arena said hiring new police officers isn’t 
cheap. He said the city should be moving officers from desk jobs to the street. He also 
said the city needs to invest in low income neighborhoods, educational programs and 
anti-violence initiatives. Burns said he expects there will be changes to this budget before 
it passes.
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IV.      TRANSPORATION

At Issue
September 20, 2015
Guest: Forrest Claypool, CEO for Chicago Public Schools 
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

The Chicago Public schools started the new school year with familiar 
uncertainties. Contract talks with the teachers union were unresolved and a budget 
standoff of Illinois made the fiscal future for CPS even murkier than usual. Forrest 
Claypool is the Chief Executive Officer for the Chicago Public School system.  He said 
lawmakers need to rise to the occasion and address the inequities in how teacher pensions 
are paid. He said the state pays for teacher pensions in every other part of Illinois except 
Chicago. He cited a $500 million schools budget gap that if not filled will mean deep 
budget cuts and thousands of teacher layoffs. He said a plan for those cuts is being drawn 
up and would go into place around Thanksgiving if needed. He said CPS has been 
making great progress the last four years academically--with higher test scores and 
graduation rates. But he called those gains at risk because of the budget impasse in 
Springfield. On another topic, Mayor Rahm Emanuel announced he will spend a half 
million dollars to create more “learning gardens.” Claypool said those “learning gardens” 
are a public/private partnership that gets students outside.  He said those gardens had 
been cut previously because of budget woes. He also talked about an increase in the 
number of charter schools for parents to choose from. He said more schools are 
improving academically and coming off “watch lists,” crediting an increase in outside 
organizations helping to make schools better.  On the topic of contract talks with the 
teachers, Claypool said he wants a multi-year deal. He said currently the schools pay all 
but 2 percent of teacher pensions but state law requires that teachers pay nine percent.   
He said if everyone gives a little no one has to give a lot. He says it is important that 
pensions be protected from insolvency. Chicago School board members are appointed by 
the mayor, but some have called for elections.  Claypool said he believes elected boards 
in large urban areas leads to the politicizing of boards, which in turn leads to descent and 
unwillingness to make tough decisions. He said the issue is all about accountability.  The 
topic of Dyett High school also came up.  The school had been closed by CPS, but led to 
a hunger strike by protesters. CPS recently announced plans to reopen Dyett as a school 
for the arts.  However protesters want green technology as the focus.  Claypool said the 
consensus of the community called for an open enrollment, art-based school. He said he’s 
aware the protesters are disappointed, but that students will get a good education. He said 
all academic elements would be integrated into the Dyett curriculum.     
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V.       NEIGHBORHOOD AND SUBURBAN DEVELOPMENT

At Issue
August 1 and 2, 2015
Guest:  Ginger Evans/Chicago Aviation Commissioner 
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

 Ginger Evans was named by Mayor Emanuel as Chicago Aviation Commissioner 
in May.  She came aboard at a time when neighbors around O’Hare Airport have been 
complaining vehemently about the noise increase since a change in takeoff and landing 
patterns.  She’s been involved in a series of meetings with neighbors about the issues.  
She said the mayor of Bensenville told her there are homes less than 4,000 feet from 
runways, which she called unusual.  She says once the new portions of the airfield at 
O’Hare are completed, there will be better balance in the distribution of noise.  She says 
they will have achieved a key request neighbors made, dealing with moving the flight 
patterns around.  Her department also is proposing airspace changes to allow the aircraft 
to stay higher longer, giving more noise relief.  On diagonal runways, which are going 
away, she said the configuration was fatally flawed.  She said O’Hare is the only airport 
in the US to have runways in three directions.  Evans said it will be an evolution of 
change at O’Hare.  The southernmost runway will open in October, and then 4-5 years 
later the last parallel runway will open, leading to improved performance and balance.  
She talked about several recommendations.  The balance with the change of runways is 
one.  Next she said, is an ongoing mitigation program adding insulation to some homes, 
at a cost of some $30,000 per home.  Among suggestions from community groups being 
implemented, she said, are adding more insulation for homes, pursuing de-icing pads, and 
developing a real-time noise reporting solution.  Also in progress is improving customer 
amenities at the airport.  She said it is clear O’Hare has outgrown itself, lacking in 
number of gates.  But she said gates can be added at existing terminals.  There’s a plan, 
Evans said, to be sure there are mothers rooms at all terminals at O’Hare, rooms that 
already exist at Midway.  She said the rental car facilities will be improved, with better, 
quicker access back to the airport.                

At Issue
September 26 and 27, 2015
Guests:  Chicago Aldermen John Arena, William Burns, Ricardo Munoz
10 minutes out of 30 minute program

The City of Chicago is faced with crushing pension debt, plunging bond ratings, 
too many murders and plenty of other financial challenges. Chicago Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel presented his 2016 budget with a proposal of a more than 500-million dollar 
property tax hike. Three Aldermen were invited to talk about the budget and the state of 
the city of Chicago. Alderman William Burns said he likes the budget plan if only 
because it tackles issues that have been kicked down the road for too long. He said the 
property tax increase will pay down the pension liability and state law requires the city to 
make those payments. Alderman Ricardo Munoz, known for regularly voting against the 
Mayor’s proposals, said you get the government you pay for and the city hasn’t raised 
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property taxes for some time. Now, he said we are facing a whopping property tax 
increase. Alderman John Arena said the Mayor has been good at finding efficiencies but 
that only slightly helps the financial picture. He said he is concerned about how the 
property tax proposal will be phased in and that no other budget ideas have been put on 
the table and discussed. Arena also said he wants the city to protect low and moderate 
income earners with a homeowner’s exemption and additional protections for renters.    
He said people should be able to stay in the City of Chicago. Munoz said constituents are 
engaged in the conversation about the budget and they are upset about the property tax 
proposal. Arena added he has been trying to educate people in his ward about why this is 
necessary and likely inevitable. Business owners and management groups were in 
Springfield arguing against the homeowner exemption because the business community 
feels they already pay their fair share. Burns said the current budget proposal does two 
things: it invests in things that attract businesses and reduces the financial liabilities that 
threaten business. On the topic of budget cuts, Burns said one area to start is staffing.  He 
said there are too many managers and not enough front line workers. Burns also said he 
expects there will be changes to this budget before it passes.

VI. FAMILY ISSUES

At Issue
September 12 and 13, 2015
Guest:  Kimberly Fox, lawyer and candidate for Cook County State’s Attorney
5 minutes out of 30 minute program

Kimberly Foxx is challenging incumbent Anita Alvarez for the office of State’s 
Attorney.  Foxx is a former Assistant State’s Attorney and mostly recently was Chief of 
State to the Cook County Board President.  She said her career and her life have shaped 
who she is today.  She grew up in the CHA housing project Cabrini Green, the daughter 
of a teenage mom.  She said her family was poor and at one time homeless, and that 
violence and poverty were a part of her life as a child.  She said her first-hand knowledge 
makes it easier to relate to people living in the same environment.  Foxx said she was 
homeless for a time because her mother refused to allow her to attend the public schools 
around Cabrini Green.  They moved to Old Town so she could go to a magnate school 
but they were unable to pay the rent for their apartment.  She was 16 years old and did 
not know where she would sleep.  Foxx said she was similar to many kids who go 
through the court system.  She said her most vivid memory while working as a State’s 
Attorney office is of a mother whose 5 year old son was raped by a 15-year-old boy.  She 
said the mother believed her son was ruined for life by what happened.  Foxx said she 
reassured the mother that didn’t have to be the case, citing herself as an example.  Foxx 
said as a member of the State’s Attorney’s office, heading up the Juvenile Justice system, 
she learned youth cases come in two types: abuse/neglect and delinquency.  She said the 
job is to protect kids who are abused and neglected and to prosecute delinquents.  But she 
also said the two are not mutually exclusive.  She said it’s the job of the State’s Attorney 
to decide whether a 13-year-old will face felony charges for fighting on the playground, 
knowing such a charge would  follow that child in the future.  She joined the Cook 
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County Board President’s administration because the President was focused on juvenile 
justice issues.  She said she wanted to work on policy change.  Foxx said if elected she 
would immediately end the practice of arresting children in school.  Foxx said arrests 
should not be made for discipline problems that can be handled by schools.  She also said 
her passion for the justice system is unmatched and she is someone who can amplify the 
issues of crime and violence that are important to the community. 

VII.     HEALTH CARE 

At Issue
July 25 and 26, 2015
Guest:  Jay Shannon/CEO of Cook County Health & Hospital System 
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

 Dr. Jay Shannon has had a role in the Cook County System since 1990, and 
became CEO last year.  Shannon says thanks in part to help from the Affordable Care Act 
plus changes passed by the Illinois legislature, for the first time in history, the majority of  
people taken care of by the Cook County Health System have medical insurance—most 
by Medicaid.  He says that has brought in significant revenue.  In fiscal year 2014 
Medicaid revenue totaled $220 million, and for the first time the health system had an 
operating profit after years of steady losses.  There also was a big drop in uncompensated 
costs.  He said that translates to lower taxes for residents.  But Shannon did acknowledge 
the State of Illinois’ current failure to pass a new budget means the flow of funds for 
Medicaid will stop, and that will cause some pain.  Shannon talked about the new County 
Care program, so that services are now available through all areas of the Cook County, 
and more services such as behavioral health, substance abuse treatment and optometry 
services.  The County Care program is a managed care health plan, which encourages 
people to get preventative care, and no longer encourages use of the emergency room for 
primary care.  Shannon said for their main Stroger West Side campus, they’re taking bids 
now for a new building featuring ambulatory clinical service and office space.  The idea 
is to move out of antiquated buildings to improve the healthcare experience for patients 
and a better working environment for staff.               

WXRT Public Affairs Show
September 19, 2015
Guest: Brian Sterk, American Diabetes Association
30 minutes of 30 minute program

Brian Sterk, diagnosed with Type 1 diabetes in 1993, is involved with the ADA’s 
Triangle D Camp for people with diabetes, the Hub International’s Hub Healthy Habits 
Initiative, and the Step Out Walk for Diabetes.  We discussed his personal experiences 
with Diabetes, and all of the above projects, along with how people can get involved with 
these and other services provided by the ADA.
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VIII.   VOTER INFORMATION

At Issue
July 4 and 5, 2015
Guest:  Andrea Zopp/Democratic U.S. Senate Candidate   
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

Zopp said she decided to run for the U.S. senate seat because she believes she can 
have a positive impact on policy and reforms for the state of Illinois. Zopp, former CEO 
of the Chicago Urban League, said there needs to be new, strong leadership in Congress 
and she believes she can bring that leadership. Zopp said even though she does not have a 
background in politics, she has experience getting unemployed people back to work. She 
said in every area that she has worked, she has produced positive results. On the topic of 
racial issues in the U.S., Zopp said we need an open dialogue and total honesty to 
confront those issues head on. She also referred to Senator Mark Kirk’s recent derogatory 
comment about women, made by a live microphone during an Appropriations Committee 
meeting.  She said that showed that he is out of touch with the American people.  

At Issue
August 22 and 23, 2015
Guests:  Cynthia Canary, Exec. Director, Independent Map Amendment Coalition
              Deborah Harrington, Interim President and CEO, CHANGE Illinois   
30 minutes out of 30 minute program

The way legislative leaders are elected is greatly influenced by the boundaries of 
the areas they represent.   Right now that power is in the hands of state lawmakers.  
Cynthia Canary, Executive Director, Independent Map Amendment Coalition says it 
shouldn’t be.  She believes legislative districts should be redrawn by an independent 
commission.    She cited a quote from a Supreme Court decision about remapping that 
said partisan gerrymandering is completely incompatible with democratic principles.  She 
says currently, legislators decide who their voters are going to be.   Deborah Harrington, 
Interim President and CEO, CHANGE Illinois echoed that.  She says giving the 
remapping responsibilities to an independent commission creates transparency and 
fairness to the process.  She says it also engages voters.    Canary says they are putting a 
constitutional initiative on the ballot to let voters to decide whether there should be an 11 
member independent redistricting commission established.   If approved she says a board 
would be created to review applications. She says in California 30-thousand people 
applied to be on their independent remapping commission.    She says transparency will 
keep politics out of it.  Harrington says while no system is perfect, having lawmakers 
chose their voting districts is wrong.    Canary says to fight off  well-funded opposition  
to the amendment initiative  they will have a good old fashion grass root campaign to 
make sure people understand why the ballot measure is important .  She says this will be 
an open process and the power of the court will be used if the independent commission 
goes awry.   There have been suggestions that the remapping process should be 
automated.   Harrington says computers can’t understand diversity and protect minority 
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rights or protect against cutting through the middle of a city.  There also have been 
questions that an independent redistricting commission would dilute minority voting 
influence. Canary says remapping is based on demographics and anyone who doesn’t 
respect that is violating the Constitution.  During the Chicago City Council remap one 
neighbor ended up in six different wards.  Harrington says the amendment that 
establishes the commission has guidelines to keep voting areas cohesive.  Canary says 
under the current proposal the public would have the right to vote on the map once it’s 
drawn up and changes could be made.   She says there is no guarantee the issue won’t 
end up tangled in court but is hopeful the public’s stake in the process will keep it 
moving forward.  Harrington says this is about the people and about people having a 
voice.  Right now she says it’s a process that’s closed-door, private and political. 

At Issue
September 12 and 13, 2015
Guest:  Kimberly Fox, lawyer and candidate for Cook County State’s Attorney
15 minutes out of 30 minute program

Kimberly Foxx is challenging incumbent Anita Alvarez for the office of State’s 
Attorney.  Foxx is a former Assistant State’s Attorney and mostly recently was Chief of 
State to the Cook County Board President.  She said her career and her life have shaped 
who she is today.  She grew up in the CHA housing project Cabrini Green, the daughter 
of a teenage mom.  She said her family was poor and at one time homeless, and that 
violence and poverty were a part of her life as a child.  She said her first-hand knowledge 
makes it easier to relate to people living in the same environment.  Foxx said she was 
homeless for a time because her mother refused to allow her to attend the public schools 
around Cabrini Green.  They moved to Old Town so she could go to a magnate school 
but they were unable to pay the rent for their apartment.  She was 16 years old and did 
not know where she would sleep.  Foxx said she was similar to many kids who go 
through the court system.  She said her most vivid memory while working as a State’s 
Attorney office is of a mother whose 5 year old son was raped by a 15-year-old boy.  She 
said the mother believed her son was ruined for life by what happened.  Foxx said she 
reassured the mother that didn’t have to be the case, citing herself as an example.  Foxx 
said as a member of the State’s Attorney’s office, heading up the Juvenile Justice system, 
she learned youth cases come in two types: abuse/neglect and delinquency.  She said the 
job is to protect kids who are abused and neglected and to prosecute delinquents.  But she 
also said the two are not mutually exclusive.  She said it’s the job of the State’s Attorney 
to decide whether a 13-year-old will face felony charges for fighting on the playground, 
knowing such a charge would  follow that child in the future.  Foxx said she left the 
office because she felt it lacked leadership, that leadership was more interested in making 
headlines than advocating for the community.  She joined the Cook County Board 
President’s administration because the President was focused on juvenile justice issues.  
She said she wanted to work on policy change.  Now she has decided to run for State’s 
Attorney because the current State’s Attorney lacks innovation.  Foxx said the 
perspective of the current State’s Attorney is too narrow.  She said there are many 
nuances that go with crime that are currently overlooked.  Foxx said some of the 
programs set up to help people are too restrictive and lack community support.  She cited 
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the recent move to send gun cases directly to grand juries and away from judges.  She 
said this decision won’t ensure a higher conviction rate, and gives too much power to the 
State’s Attorney.  She said people with illegal guns should be meaningfully prosecuted.   
She also talked about overcrowded jails.  She said the issue is too many people held on 
non-violent offenses, such as drug violations.  She said that’s a health issue, and people 
need to be dealt with strategically.  Foxx said she has driven all over Cook County to 
learn about the entire area.  And she said while she appreciates the support of the Cook 
County Board President, she is her own candidate.  Foxx said if elected she would 
immediately end the practice of arresting children in school.  Foxx said arrests should not 
be made for discipline problems that can be handled by schools.  She also said her 
passion for the justice system is unmatched and she is someone who can amplify the 
issues of crime and violence that are important to the community. 

   

WXRT PSAs run during 3rd quarter 2015

US Forest Service – 8/22 3:45a, 8/25 3:15a, 8/27 4:15a, 9/1 4:15a, 9/8 4:45a

Better Business Bureau – 8/22 3:15a, 8/25 2:45a, 8/27 3:15a, 8/30 3:15a, 9/5 4:15a

Moving Dock Theatre – 8/25 4:15a, 8/28 2:45a, 9/2 3:15a, 9/5 4:45a, 9/12 4:45a

Goodman Theatre – 8/29 2:15a, 8/31 2:45a, 9/3 2:15a, 9/12 5:15a, 9/16 2:45a

American Foundation for Suicide Prevention – 9/9 3:45a, 9/13 3:45a, 9/16 4:45a, 9/20 
5:15a, 9/22 12:20p

Chicago Cat Rescue – 8/22 2:45a, 8/24 4:15a, 8/29 5:15a, 9/1 4:45a, 9/12 4:15a

Alliance for Great Lakes – 9/11 3:15a, 9/14 3:15a, 9/17 4:15a

Women and Child 1st – 8/29 3:15a, 8/31 4:45a, 9/4 2:15a, 9/6 5:45a, 9/16 12:20p

Symphony Center – 9/9 4:45a, 9/13 5:15a, 9/17 2:15a, 9/20 5:45a

Dominican University – 8/22 2:15a, 8/25 2:15a, 8/27 2:45a, 8/30 2:45a, 9/1 3:45a

Second City – 9/9 2:45a, 9/13 3:15a

Farm Aid – 9/10 2:45a, 9/13 4:45a

St. Charles Singers – 8/29 2:15a, 8/31 4:15a, 9/6 4:45a

Prairie Avenue Gallery – 8/22 4:15a, 8/25 3:45a, 8/27 4:45a, 8/30 3:45a, 9/4 3:15a
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BBB – 8/12 2:45a, 8/14 3:15a, 8/16 4:45a, 8/19 4:15a, 8/30 5:45a

Special Olympics – 8/12 11:40a, 8/15 4:15a, 8/20 3:45a, 8/23 2:45a, 8/29 4:15a

Statue Stories Chicago – 8/11 2:45a, 8/13 4:45a, 8/16 3:45a, 8/18 3:15a, 8/21 2:45a

Museum of Contemporary Art – 8/12 2:15a, 8/15 2:15a, 8/17 2:15a, 8/18 2:45a, 8/21 
2:15a

Alzheimer’s Association – 8/11 2:15a, 8/13 3:15a, 8/15 5:45a, 8/17 3:15a, 8/24 3:15a

City of Chicago – 8/29 3:45a, 8/31 3:15a, 9/3 3:15a, 9/6 4:15a, 9/9 11:20a

Women in Government – 8/11 3:15a, 8/14 2:45a, 8/16 4:15a, 8/19 4:45a, 8/23 1:15a

City of Chicago Jazz Fest – 8/13 4:15a, 8/16 2:15a, 8/18 4:45a, 8/21 3:45a, 8/26 4:15a

Steppenwolf Theatre – 7/25 4:45a, 7/30 2:45a, 8/2 4:25a, 8/5 3:45a, 8/9 3:45a

Chicago Dancing Festival – 8/11 4:45a, 8/14 4:45a, 8/16 5:45a, 8/18 2:15a, 8/20 4:45a

BBB – 7/25 3:45a, 7/29 4:45a, 8/2 3:15a, 8/5 3:15a, 8/7 4:45a

Willow House – 8/11 3:45a, 8/14 2:15a, 8/16 3:15a, 8/18 3:45a, 8/21 3:15a

Lupus Society – 7/28 4:15a, 8/1 4:45a, 8/5 2:15a, 8/8 2:15a, 8/17 4:15a

Mercury Theater – 8/12 3:15a, 8/14 4:15a, 8/16 5:15a, 8/19 3:45a, 12:40p

ALS Association – 7/30 2:15a, 8/2 3:45a, 8/6 2:15a, 8/8 4:15a, 8/15 5:15a

Chicago History Museum – 7/11 2:45a, 7/15 3:15a, 7/19 3:45a, 7/27 3:45a, 8/3 2:45a

Rush Hour Concerts – 7/25 2:15a, 7/29 3:15a, 8/1 3:15a, 8/4 3:45a, 8/7 2:45a

City of Chicago – 7/28 4:45a, 8/1 4:15a, 8/4 2:45a, 8/7 2:15a, 8/8 5:45a

Black Ensemble Theater – 7/11 5:45a, 7/15 4:45a, 7/19 4:45a, 7/24 3:45a, 7/27 12:40p

City of Chicago Farmer’s Market – 7/12 3:15a, 7/17 4:15a, 7/21 3:15a, 7/24 3:15a, 7/27 
3:15a

Feeding America – 7/11 3:15a, 7/15 3:45a, 7/19 3:15a, 7/23 3:15a, 7/30 4:45a

Chicago Film Festival – 7/25 5:45a, 7/30 3:20a, 8/5 4:15a
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Grant Park Orchestra – 7/25 5:15a, 7/27 4:45a, 8/3 4:15a

Women and Children First – 7/28 3:45a, 8/1 5:15a, 8/5 2:45a

Chicago Shakespeare Theatre – 7/25 2:45a, 7/28 2:15a, 7/31 4:45a, 8/4 2:15a, 8/6 4:45a

Secretary of State – 7/3 12:30p, 7/4 3:15a, 7/14 4:45a, 7/18 5:45a, 7/23 4:15a

Art Institute of Chicago – 7/3 2:45a, 7/8 4:45a, 7/14 2:15a, 7/18 4:15a, 7/21 4:45a

Chicago Cultural Center – 7/11 5:45a, 7/16 2:45a, 7/19 5:45a, 7/24 4:45a, 7/28 2:45a

Honor Flight – 7/2 2:45a, 7/8 3:45a, 7/13 3:45a, 7/18 3:15a, 7/21 4:15a

American Red Cross – 7/1 4:45a, 7/7 4:15a, 7/13 2:45a, 7/18 2:45a, 7/21 2:45a

PAWS Chicago – 7/7 2:15a, 7/10 3:15a, 7/15 2:15a, 7/19 2:15a, 7/20 11:20a

University of Chicago – 7/12 2:15a, 7/16 3:15a, 7/20 2:15a, 7/22 2:15a

Museum of Science and Industry – 7/2 2:15a, 7/7 4:45a, 7/12 5:15a, 7/17 2:45a, 7/20 
4:15a

Highsight – 7/11 5:15a, 7/13 11:20a


