
WYMT-TV, HAZARD, KENTUCKY    
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAM REPORT 
THIRD QUARTER, 2015 
JULY THROUGH SEPTEMBER 2015 
 

During this quarter, WYMT-TV gave particular attention to the following issues.  These issues are not listed in order of importance 
and it should be noted that the station may have also aired other programming to meet community needs. 
 

This report was placed in the Public Inspection File on October 2, 2015. 
 
ISSUE:  HEALTH/ETHICAL CONCERNS 
 

PROGRAM DATE PRG 

START 

TIME  

SEGMENT 

LENGTH 

TYPE DESCRIPTION 

Mountain News at 

4, 6 

7-1-15 4pm 

6pm 

1Min 30Sec 

1Min 30Sec 

Newscasts Topic: We had live reports on our annual summer blood 

drive outside the station. We had a record number of 

donors come by and give blood. We talked to Kentucky 

Blood Center officials about the importance of giving 

blood this time of year. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

7-2-15 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Hazard Community and Technical College is now 

tobacco free. It is just one of the campuses in the 

Kentucky Community and Technical College system that 

adopted the rule. Administrators say all tobacco 

products are banned. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

7-3-15 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: One of Kentucky’s largest employers, Humana, 

which is based in Louisville, is being bought out by 

Connecticut-based Aetna. Senate Majority Leader Mitch 

McConnell says it’s the result of the Affordable Care Act. 

Mountain News at 

11 

7-5-15 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Officials with the Humane Society of the United 

States say they are against a proposal that would 

expand bear hunting in Eastern Kentucky. 

Mountain News at 

11 

7-12-15 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A 24 year old Pike County man is suffering from 

state 3 brain cancer. We talked to him today and his 

progress and what his family is doing to help. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

7-20-15 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: More than a dozen states that opted to expand 

Medicaid under the Affordable Care Act have seen 

enrollments surge way beyond projections. Those 

numbers raise concerns that the added costs will strain 

state budgets when federal aid is scaled back starting in 

two years. 

Mountain News at 

6 

7-20-15 6pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Governor Steve Beshear and Congressman Hal 

Rogers were busy kicking off Shaping Our Appalachian 

Region, or SOAR, initiatives in Eastern Kentucky. One 

announcement was a loan forgiveness program for 

dental students. We interviewed the governor and others 

about how this initiative will impact oral health in our 

region. 

Mountain News at 

11 

7-28-15 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: The Mountain Comprehensive Health Corporation 

is moving. The CEO met with the Letcher County Board 

of Education chairman to exchange a check for the deed 

to the old Whitesburg High School campus. Officials say 

this will provide much needed space for expansion. We 

did a follow-up the next day with more information about 

the move. 

Mountain News at 

11 

8-4-15 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The Harlan County animal shelter is back open 

after a distemper outbreak led to nearly 60 dogs being 

euthanized. Harlan County’s judge executive and chief 

animal control officer told us euthanizing the dogs was a 

difficult, but necessary decision. 

Mountain News at 

11 

8-4-15 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A new approval by the Food and Drug 

Administration lowers the age restriction on the powerful 

painkiller OxyContin. We interviewed Operation UNITE 

officials who fear the FDA approval could hinder 

progress they’ve made battling the abuse of the drug. 

Mountain News at 

6 

8-18-15       6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: For years, the job security of school nurses has 

been in limbo. We looked at several school systems and 

what they are doing to keep and in some cases, cut, 

school nurses. 

Mountain News at 

6 

8-24-15 6pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Starting today, smoking is prohibited in public 

places in Middlesboro. Council members voted on the 

issue earlier this year and some are not happy about it. 

We talked to folks on both sides. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

8-26-15 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Governor Steve Beshear says Kentucky will get 

more than $2.5 million dollars in federal grant money to 

fight cancer. It will be used to encourage people in 

Louisville and Appalachia to be screened for colon 

cancer. 

Mountain News at 

11 

8-26-15 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A new drug is taking the high out of using opiates. 

The circuit judge in Pulaski County is now suggesting 

some people in his court use Vivitrol. For two local 

women, the drug is helping change in one year a 

problem that took about one decade to create. We 

interviewed the judge and the women taking the drug. 

Mountain News at 

6 

8-29-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A powerlifting benefit was held in Pikeville to raise 

money for retired state trooper Scott Hopkins, who was 

diagnosed with cancer earlier this year. We talked to 

Hopkins about the support he’s received from the 

community. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

8-30-15 8am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The National Alliance on Mental Illness held its 5
th
 

annual walk at the Perry County Park. The group hopes 

through spirited contests, dancing and walking laps, they 

can raise awareness of mental illness. We interviewed 

the NAMI Hazard President and others involved. 

Mountain News at 

11 

9-11-15 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: A Pike County school teacher is walking in hopes 

of finding a cure for breast cancer. Cindy Stuart has 



trained for more than 5 months to walk 60 miles for the 

Susan G. Komen three day walk. We talked to her and 

her supporters. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

9-16-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Some adults may ignore the warning “keep out of 

reach of children.” Hand sanitizers carry that warning… 

and in 2013… Georgia saw 16,000 sanitizer related calls 

to poison control centers. We interviewed a local doctor. 

Mountain News at 

6 

9-17-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: People visiting Pikeville Medical Center have 

flooded us with calls, emails and facebook messages 

questioning a new fee. Some say the costs have added 

up to the point it’s becoming hard to pay. We went 

searching for answers to find out exactly what the fee is 

and where the money is going. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

9-21-15 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: More than 100 motorcyclists gathered in Hyden to 

raise money for a 6 year old boy with a brain tumor. We 

talked to the boy’s mother. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

9-22-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Working to take out a disease that hurts Kentucky 

more than most other states. Doctors, researchers and 

survivors gathered in Somerset to discuss the progress 

they are making to stop colorectal cancer. 

Mountain News at 

11 

9-22-15 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Governor Steve Beshear and First Lady Jane 

Beshear are making sure thousands of Kentucky 

children get oral health services during the school year. 

They announced that ten new counties are joining the 

“Smiling Schools’ initiative. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

9-24-15 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A former Letcher County teacher says asbestos 

at the school made him sick. Roger Hall worked at 

Letcher High from 19076 to 2003. Doctors diagnosed 

him with a rare form of cancer last year. Now he is suing 

the school district. We interviewed Hall and school 

officials. 

Mountain News at 

11 

9-26-15 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: It was National Prescription Drug Takeback day. 

We went to Laurel County, where old or unneeded 

prescription drugs were being collected. We interviewed 

state police. 

 
ISSUE:  CRIME/LEGAL/SAFETY CONCERNS 
 

PROGRAM DATE PRG 

START 

TIME  

SEGMENT 

LENGTH 

TYPE DESCRIPTION 

Mountain News at 

6 

7-1-15 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Just in time for the holiday weekend, a grant will 

help the Knox County Sheriff’s Department crack down 

on impaired drivers. We interviewed the sheriff and a 

woman who lost her brother in a DUI crash. 

Mountain News at 

6 

7-2-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Disturbing allegations tonight in a Whitley County 

criminal abuse case. A child’s mother already faces 

charges. Now officials are on the lookout for her 

boyfriend. The mother told deputies Kenneth Byrd 

punches her 17 month old toddler in the head and broke 

its arm because the child woke Byrd up. We interviewed 

the sheriff. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

7-3-15 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police are investigating a stabbing in Jackson 

County. We are told it started as an argument between a 

father and son over money in the Annville community. 

The sheriff says when Donald Shepherd refused to give 

his son Allen money, he attacked his father, stabbing 

him multiple times. 

Mountain News at 

6 

7-3-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A Letcher County man is in the hospital after 

police say his wife stabbed him. Police are trying to 

figure out if it’s a case of self defense. We interviewed 

police. 

Mountain News at 

6 

7-4-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The 4
th
 of July weekend is one of the busiest 

boating weekends. That means Fish and Wildlife officers 

are out on the lakes trying to make sure people stay 

safe. Officials say they typically write more citations on 

holiday weekends. 

Mountain News at 

11 

7-4-15 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police are investigating a stabbing in Whitley 

County. Police say Michael Shane McCormick was 

stabbed in the chest. No arrests have been made. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

7-4-15 8am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police responded to a shooting near Smith Lane 

in Campton. Police say Fendrick Spencer fired multiple 

shots at Matthew Banks while he was on an ATV near 

Spencer’s home. Spencer was charged with assault. 

Banks was taken to UK Hospital. 

Mountain News at 

6 

7-5-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: One person is dead and another is in jail following 

a shooting in Laurel County. Deputies say they found a 

woman dead inside a bedroom at a home on Hickory 

Road in Laurel County. We interviewed a sheriff’s 

deputy. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

7-7-15 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police in Pike County say two inmates tried to 

escape by drilling through one of the jail’s walls. The 

jailer says Derek Nunemaker and Ronald Skeens used 

a piece of metal to carve out a hole in the wall before 

they were caught. We interviewed one of the inmates 

and the jailer. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

7-7-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Laurel County deputies say someone vandalized 

the Mount Carmel Christian Church. In addition to spray 

painting the building, they say it appears the vandals 

tried to set it on fire. We interviewed a church member 

and sheriff’s deputy. 

Mountain News at 

6 

7-7-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Some frightening moments at the Bell County jail. 

Investigators say two inmates attacked jail employees 

and then tried to escape. Another inmate helped stop 

the jail break. We interviewed the jailer. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

7-9-15 5am 30 Seconds Newscast Topic: One woman is accused of leading police on a 

chase that started in Harlan County and went into 

Virginia. We had video of the chase and did a follow-up 



later in the day. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

7-10-15 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The administrator at Mountain View Nursing 

Center in Bell County was arrested on drug charges. 

Kelly Goodin faces 12 counts of trafficking in a 

controlled substance. We did a follow-up with more 

information later in the day. 

Mountain News at 

11 

7-10-15 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police need your help finding a London man who 

went missing more than one week ago. London police 

are looking for Michael Goetz. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

7-11-15 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police say a man was shot in the Topmost 

community of Knott County and another man 

surrendered to state police. We continued to follow and 

update this story. 

Mountain News at 

6 

7-13-15 6pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Some business owners in Bell County are 

wondering why they have been the victims of vandalism. 

Similar instances of graffiti have shown up in multiple 

places in Middlesboro. We talked to police and a 

business owner. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

7-16-15 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Two arrests were made in Knox County after a 

meth lab was found just a few doors down from their 

office! Deputies found 24 year old Lee Vanover with a 

syringe sticking in his arm. 

Mountain News at 

11 

7-16-15 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A small plane crash landed in Laurel Lake. 

Investigators say the pilot wasn’t seriously hurt but he 

could face charges. We talked to officials at the scene. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

7-17-15 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Two people in Laurel County were arrested in 

connection with a scam. Deputies say Dylan Bunch and 

Jonathan Webster were going door-to-door soliciting 

donations in the name of the U.S. military. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

7-19-15 8am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A man was stabbed in the west Garrett area of 

Floyd County. The man is in the hospital being treated 

for injuries to his back.  

Mountain News 

This Morning 

7-21-15 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Two men accused of murdering two Perry County 

women and then setting their home on fire in 2013 were 

indicted. Matthew Minks and Ronnie Everage are 

charged in connection with the deaths of Sandra and 

Suzy Melton.  

Mountain News 

This Morning 

7-21-15 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A mother and father in Owsley County are upset 

the woman they believe physically abused their son was 

found not guilty. A jury acquitted Hillary Noble on assault 

and criminal abuse charges. Prosecutors argued Noble 

beat 6 year old Brayden Young in April, 2014. 

Mountain News at 

11 

7-21-15 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: One Floyd County community hopes surveillance 

video will help catch a burglar. For more than one 

month, folks in the Prater Creek community have 

noticed more thefts and burglaries at their homes. One 

person caught a thief on a surveillance camera. We 

interviewed the sheriff and a concerned citizen. 

Mountain News at 

11 

7-22-15 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A Letcher County woman placed on house arrest 

for allegedly stabbing her husband is on the run. 

Authorities believe Regina Yates is dangerous. We 

interviewed police. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

7-24-15 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police in Laurel County are hoping you can help 

identify the man who stole a dirt bike from a local 

business. It happened at Crossroads Motor Sports in 

London and was caught on tape. We interviewed police. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

7-24-15 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police need your help identifying two people who 

are calling people in Morgan County and telling them 

they owe a debt. The caller ID displays West Liberty 

police. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

7-26-15 8am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Attorneys representing former Massey Energy 

CEO Don Blankenship want evidence about the 2010 

explosion at the Upper Big Branch mine kept out of his 

criminal trial this fall. 

Mountain News at 

11 

7-26-15 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A Laurel County mother is facing wanton 

endangerment, possession of burglary tools and DUI on 

top of a slew of other charges.  

Mountain News 

This Morning 

7-27-15 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A state police trooper was airlifted to a hospital 

after being injured following a chase and foot pursuit in 

Bell County. The driver has not been caught. We did a 

follow-up on this later in the day and later in the week 

when the suspect, Basil Gilpin, was arrested in 

Tennessee. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

7-27-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A judge has ruled that a man charged in a triple 

murder at a Kentucky pawn shop is competent to stand 

trial. A judge handed down that ruling for Kenneth Keith 

in a Boyle County courtroom. We had reaction from 

attorneys. 

Mountain News at 

6 

7-27-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: One Clay County man is dead following a 

shooting… and officers say he was leaving for work 

when he was shot. Family members are remembering 

24 year old Trevor Dykes. No arrests have been made. 

We interviewed family members and the sheriff. 

Mountain News at 

11 

7-27-15 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Pulaski County woman is accused of crashing 

her truck into a motorcycle while under the influence. 

Police say 35 year old Amber Scales faces five felony 

charges for the crash on Highway 27. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

7-28-15 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Pike County Sheriff Rodney Scott says he has 

seen an increase in counterfeit money during the past 

few days. We interviewed the sheriff about what 

business owners should look for. 

Mountain News 

First at 4, 6 

7-28-15 4pm 

6pm 

1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Investigators think a snake bite at a church led to 

a Bell County man’s death. We had reaction from the 

community. 

Mountain News at 

6 

7-28-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The murder trial of Garry Baker is underway in 

Bell County. He’s accused of stabbing his own son to 

death. We continued to cover the trial the next day when 



a guilty verdict on wanton murder was returned. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

7-29-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A police chase went through Letcher and Knott 

Counties before ending with a crash in Perry County. A 

cruiser was hit in the process. The suspect was arrested 

and taken to the hospital. We interviewed police and a 

business owner where the chase began. 

Mountain News at 

11 

7-29-15 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: It’s been one year since the congregation at 

Yeager Church of Christ in Pike County watched their 

church burn to the ground. They now have a new place 

of worship in the same spot. Police are still asking for 

leads about the fire. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

7-30-15 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A victory for disability attorney Eric C. Conn. Most 

of a false claims act lawsuit against Conn was dismissed 

in federal court. 

Mountain News at 

6 

7-30-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A man faces charges after police say he severely 

beat another man in Jenkins. Police arrested 18 year old 

Dawson Hall at his home. 

Mountain News at 

11 

7-30-15 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: An indictment against former Harlan County girls 

basketball coach Anthony Nolan on sex-related charges 

was dismissed. We had reaction from former players. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

7-31-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police need your help finding two men seen on 

surveillance video stealing items from a Knox County 

warehouse. We interviewed police. 

Mountain News at 

6 

7-31-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The family of 64 year old Eddie Dean Shortridge 

of Pike County is demanding justice. State police found 

him stabbed to death earlier in the week. We 

interviewed some family members of the victim. 

Mountain News at 

11 

7-31-15 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Deputies are looking for a man they believe stole 

some equipment from a home in Floyd County. They 

say Kenneth Hayden stole items like a pressure washer 

in the west Prestonsburg area. 

Mountain News at 

11 

8-2-15 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A Kentucky man was arrested in Pound, Virginia 

Police charged him with attempted armed robbery along 

with several other charges. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

8-3-15 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police in Pike County are searching for a man 

accused of thefts involving weed eaters. The man was 

caught on tape. The Coal Run police department is 

investigating the thefts. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

8-3-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Jessica Lowe admits to stabbing her boyfriend, 

James Barton in Knox County, but claims she acted in 

self defense. We interviewed Lowe behind bars and 

police. 

Mountain News at 

6 

8-3-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A trip to Lake Cumberland turned frightening for a 

Kentucky family. They say a robber broke into their 

Wayne County cabin, tied one of them up and stole 

money and prescription drugs. We interviewed a 

member of the family about the scary incident. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

8-4-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police are trying to track down a Laurel County 

driver investigators say caused a crash that killed 6 

people in June. A grand jury indicted Benjamin Brewer 

on 6 counts of vehicular homicide. Brewer has faced 

many traffic related charges in the past. 

Mountain News at 

6 

8-4-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A former Letcher County sheriff’s deputy learned 

his punishment for stealing evidence. A judge sentenced 

Brian Damron to five years in prison. We interviewed the 

special prosecutor. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

8-5-15 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A woman faces an attempted murder of a police 

officer charge, among numerous others. Barbourville 

police say Jennifer Wheat hit two cruisers during a 

chase. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

8-5-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A Knox County woman has been arrested for 

allegedly stabbing a man to death. Police say 34 year 

old Jessica Hubbard attacked the victim during an 

argument. We interviewed police and Hubbard from jail, 

who is claiming self defense. 

Mountain News at 

6 

8-6-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A man who had just been sentenced lashed out 

in court in Harlan County. We had the video of Cletus 

Robbins cursing at the judge and spitting near a 

prosecutor. We interviewed police. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

8-8-15 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Bell County man accused of trying to kidnap a 

three year old boy now faces an indictment. A grand jury 

indicted Ricky Johnson on an attempted kidnapping 

charge. 

Mountain News at 

6 

8-8-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: State and local law enforcement agencies started 

searching for a Laurel County man 6 days ago. The 

wanted man accused of killing 6 people in a Tennessee 

crash wasn’t found until he turned up in Lexington. We 

had reaction to the high-profile arrest of Benjamin 

Brewer. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

8-9-15 8am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A man who escaped from the Harlan County 

Detention Center was captured. 21 year old Christopher 

Thacker was found in the Coxton area. 

Mountain News at 

6 

8-9-15 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Knott County man is behind bars after police 

say he stole a truck from a Walmart parking lot. 46 year 

old Ercell McPeeks was arrested. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

8-10-15 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Two people accused of selling pills to undercover 

deputies are now in jail facing drug charges. Deputies 

arrested Lisa Adams and Herbert Ross, both from 

Ashland, on Saturday. 

Mountain News at 

6 

8-10-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Shawn “Cody” Hardin entered a guilty plea to four 

counts of manslaughter and one count of assault in 

Breathitt County. Hardin was driving a car drunk when it 

flipped and four of his friends died. Some family 

members of the victims say they felt justice was not 

served. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

8-11-15 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Two fugitives from Texas are behind bars in 

Laurel County. London police arrested Michael Pihota 



and James Baker. Police found meth, burglary tools and 

a credit card scanner in their truck. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

8-11-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Perry County Sheriff’s deputies arrested 26 year 

old Ryan Stacy after following a tip about a chop shop 

operating near the Perry-Knott County line. Authorities 

recovered a White Freightliner truck at Stacy’s home in 

the Ary community that had been stolen from Pulaski 

County. 

Mountain News at 

6 

8-11-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police outlined their case against a woman they 

say stabbed a man to death in Knox County. Police say 

Jessica Hubbard was the aggressor in the fight. 

However, Hubbard claims she was just protecting 

herself. We interviewed relatives on both sides. 

Mountain News at 

11 

8-11-15 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Harlan County man is accused of leading police 

on a chase. Police say 54 year old Bryan Wells was 

arrested and faces several charges. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

8-12-15 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police are investigating a theft and vandalism at a 

Laurel County business. Someone broke into Jennings 

Truck Trailer and Refrigerant Repair and it was all 

caught on camera. 

Mountain News at 

11 

8-12-15 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Two Letcher County women face charges in 

connection with a scam involving fraudulent loans. A 

grand jury indicted Christy Lee Sexton and Shelly Lynn 

Salyers on hundreds of charges, including theft by 

deception. We interviewed police. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

8-13-15 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Whitley County woman faces charges because 

police say she shot at two children. When deputies 

arrived, they say Lorie Cornett answered the door 

holding a loaded pistol. 

Mountain News at 

11 

8-13-15 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Family and friends of a Clay County woman who 

was shot to death are trying to cope with the loss. 32 

year old Sherry Collins died after being shot multiple 

times. Sheriff’s deputies arrested 21 year old Isaiah 

Stidham and charged him with murder. We did a follow-

up the next day and talked to Stidham in jail. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

8-14-15 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Sheriff’s deputies in Johnson County need your 

help catching a pair of burglary suspects. They say two 

people broke into a storage building belonging to the 

Christian Appalachian Project. We’re told they put 

several items into a truck and then drove away. 

Mountain News at 

11 

8-14-15 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Pike County woman got back $16,000 after she 

was scammed. A caller told her she had won the 

Publishers Clearing House lottery. When bank 

employees sensed something was not right, they called 

the Sheriff.  

Mountain News 

This Morning 

8-16-15 8am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Sheriff’s deputies arrested two people after 

finding two pounds of marijuana, hydrocodone tablets 

and various firearms inside a Bell County home. 

Deputies arrested 45 year old William Hart Jr. and 43 

year old Carolyn Hart. 

Mountain News at 

11 

8-16-15 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: One woman is dead after a fire in Harlan County. 

Police are calling the fire suspicious. We interviewed 

police and a fire official. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

8-17-15 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A man is recovering at his home in Lawrence 

County after being shot. We spoke with the man who 

says he’s lucky to be alive after his son-in-law pulled the 

trigger. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

8-18-15 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Members of a Martin County church were 

surprised to find their church vandalized. Part of the Calf 

Creek United Baptist Church was covered in offensive 

graffiti. We talked to deputies and the pastor. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

8-19-15 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Whitley County man will spend 25 years behind 

bars. Mark Hyden pleaded guilty to a manslaughter 

charge earlier this year. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

8-19-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police need help finding a man who escaped 

from prison. 42 year old Richard Shell escaped from the 

Blackburn Correctional Complex in Lexington. He has a 

long list of charges in Eastern Kentucky. We did a 

follow-up later in the day when he was caught. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

8-20-15 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A former Johnson County teacher admitted to 

having sex with an underage student in federal court. 

Robert Cantrell entered a guilty plea to sexual abuse. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

8-21-15 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A man faces a DUI charge after police say he 

crashed his SUV into a Floyd County school bus. Police 

say a truck driven by 38 year old Anthony Kiser crossed 

the center line and slammed into the bus. No children 

suffered serious injuries. We interviewed some of the 

students on board. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

8-21-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police are out looking for drunk drivers across the 

state. The annual “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over” 

campaign started earlier in the week. We talked to police 

and a woman who lost a relative during a drunk driving 

crash. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

8-22-15 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Former Owsley County substitute teacher 

Dominic Johnson faces five to 20 years in prison. 

Johnson admitted to getting explicit texts from a 13 year 

old girl in 2012. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

8-23-15 8am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A man was arrested after authorities say he ran 

from a Whitesburg police officer. It started at a safety 

checkpoint on Highway 119. The officer was slightly 

injured and his cruiser was damaged. 

Mountain News at 

6 

8-23-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A body of a woman originally from Pike County 

was found in Lexington outside a veterinary clinic. We 

talked to a man who works at the vet clinic. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

8-24-15 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A man who pleaded guilty to killing a prominent 

Southern Kentucky lawyer is set to be sentenced today. 

Clinton Inabnitt admitted to shooting and killing Mark 



Stanziano. He shot Stanziano last year outside 

Stanziano’s law office in Somerset. We were in the 

courtroom for his sentencing and did a follow-up later in 

the day. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

8-24-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The man who admitted to shooting and killing a 

Pulaski County attorney learned how long he will spend 

in prison. Clinton Inabnitt will serve more than two 

decades in prison for the murder of Mark Stanziano. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

8-25-15 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: State auditor Adam Edelen says a report on the 

Jackson County sheriff’s office will be sent to the 

Attorney General to consider possible criminal charges. 

The report says Denny Peyman did not keep adequate 

records and did not manage the financial activities of his 

office. 

Mountain News at 

6 

8-26-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police are investigating a shooting at the Farmer 

Helton Judicial Center in Pineville. Police say an inmate 

that was not handcuffed got a bailiffs gun in an elevator 

and killed himself. We interviewed police and the 

attorney of the man who died. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

8-27-15 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Police are investigating a deadly shooting in 

Harlan County. It happened in the Blair community.  56-

year old Teddy Jackson was found dead. We later 

learned that he was allegedly shot by his 14 year old 

grandson, who was charged with reckless homicide. We 

did a follow-up later in the day. 

Mountain News at 

6 

8-27-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: State police say a man entered the home of his 

ex-wife and shot her current husband. The husband 

then returned fire and injured his attacker. It happened 

at a home in Clay County. The injuries are not life 

threatening. It was at least the fourth shooting this week 

alone in Eastern Kentucky. 

Mountain News at 

11 

8-27-15 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Floyd County sheriff’s deputies spent the day 

rounding up people wanted for failing to pay child 

support. 13 people were arrested for amounts that 

varied from $6,000 to $28,000 per case. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

8-29-15 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Deputies in Laurel County arrested a man they 

believe beat a woman with a baseball bat. Gregory 

Johnson faces an assault charge. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

8-31-15 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police are still on the lookout for a work release 

inmate who ran off in Harlan County. The jailer says 

Curtis Lewis was cutting the hillsides along the bypass 

in downtown Harlan when he took off. 

Mountain News at 

11 

8-31-15 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Deputies in Pulaski County say they confiscated 

nearly one dozen gambling machines. Deputies say they 

saw people at Wesley’s Billiards load several machines 

into a trailer. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

9-1-15 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police need help finding three people responsible 

for burglarizing a Bell County bank. It happened at the 

First State Financial Bank in Pineville. We had 

surveillance pictures and interviewed police. 

Mountain News at 

4, 6, 11 

9-1-15 4pm 

6pm 

11pm 

Various Newscasts Topic: We had team coverage in all of our newscasts 

about a major fire in downtown Hazard. Several 

businesses and apartments were damaged or destroyed 

and dozens were left homeless. The fire destroyed a 

nearly 100 year old building that held special memories 

for many. We interviewed several people affected by the 

fire and continued to follow-up during the next few days 

as the ATF started an investigation and the community 

pulled together to help the victims. 

Mountain News at 

6 

9-1-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: It started as an argument but police say it ended 

with someone dead. State police say the shooting 

happened near Sand Gap in Jackson County. No 

charges have been filed so far. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

9-2-15 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A moonshine still was found in Harlan County 

near the Smith community. No arrests have been made. 

Mountain News at 

11 

9-2-15 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Officials are now offering a $1,000 reward for 

information in a theft and vandalism case. Deputies say 

someone broke into seven boats at the Somerset Boat 

Club in March. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

9-3-15      5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: A judge gave him a stern warning to change after 

admitting he caused a crash while driving drunk, badly 

injuring his 12 year old daughter. But now, more than 2 

years later, we’ve learned a Pulaski County man has 

been charged with DUI again. Somerset police say they 

arrested 58 year old Jimmy Jasper over the weekend. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

9-4-15     5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A fourth person faces charges in connection to a 

Clay County murder case. The grand jury returned a 

complicity to commit murder indictment against 22 year 

old Ashley Lawson. The sheriff says Lawson knew about 

plans to kill 24 year old Trevor Dykes, who was gunned 

down outside his home in July. She and Dykes had a 

child together, and the Sheriff says Dukes was killed 

over a custody dispute. 

Mountain News at 

6 

9-4-15 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Two people are in jail accused of abusing an 

infant. Deputies arrested 24 year old Bessie Sizemore 

and 36 year old Michael Henson in London. Deputies 

say the infant was found unresponsive and flown to UK 

Hospital with life threatening injuries. 

Mountain News at 

11 

9-4-15 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Nearly one month after a Pike County church was 

destroyed by a fire, the congregation says someone 

stole from them. Piso Baptist Church officials say tables 

and chairs went missing earlier this week. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

9-5-15 7am 30 seconds  Newscast Topic: Police need help finding a man wanted for murder 

and arson in Harlan County. State Police are looking for 

Chris Hill. They chased him and then lost him in the 

woods in Letcher County. We did a follow-up later in the 

day when he was caught. 



Mountain News 

This Morning 

9-6-15 8am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Harlan County police are looking for a prisoner 

who escaped from the detention center. Officials say 

Joe Johnson Jr. escaped from the hospital. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

9-7-15 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: An inmate escaped from the Bell County Forestry 

Camp. James Chad Coles walked away from the 

minimum security prison. 

Mountain News at 

11 

9-7-15 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: We rode along with state police as they tried to 

keep the roads safe on Labor Day. Police were cracking 

down on those speeding and driving impaired.  

Mountain News 

This Morning 

9-8-15 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The Floyd County Sheriff’s Department did not 

take Labor Day off. They conducted a drug bust instead. 

We interviewed the sheriff. 

Mountain News at 

5am, 4, 6, 11 

9-8-15 5am 

4pm 

6pm 

11pm 

Various Newscasts Topic: We had coverage in all of our newscasts on a 

major fire in downtown Paintsville that destroyed several 

businesses and apartments. We interviewed 

investigators and several people affected. We continued 

to follow-up on this story for the next few days. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

9-9-15 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Authorities are investigating after a body was 

found in Martin County. Police believe 22 year old Brad 

Meade was hunting when he fell onto his arrow when it 

was loaded in his bow. We interviewed the sheriff. 

Mountain News at 

6 

9-9-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Some disturbing charges against two people in 

Laurel County. Police say they abused an infant… 

causing injuries that will affect they child for the rest of 

her life. Police charged the child’s mother, Bessie 

Sizemore, and Michael Henson with abuse. 

Mountain News at 

11 

9-9-15 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police have identified a man that’s accused of 

stealing a bucket of donations for the Salvation Army 

from the Middlesboro Dairy Queen. He was caught on 

surveillance video. We interviewed police and someone 

at DQ. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

9-10-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 

Explosives released their preliminary findings 

surrounding the massive fire in downtown Hazard last 

week. They ruled the cause as undetermined… at least 

for now. Plans are also moving ahead for demolition of 

what’s left of the building.  

Mountain News at 

6 

9-10-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police say a Laurel County man injured a cat by 

throwing it into a fire twice. They’ve charged George 

Leath with animal torture. He talked to us from jail and 

claims police arrested the wrong person. 

Mountain News at 

6 

9-11-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Three days after her family reported her missing, 

state police say they found a Laurel County woman 

dead. They’ve now charged her estranged boyfriend 

with murder. We interviewed police. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

9-12-15 7am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police say a Bell County official wanted someone 

killed. Magistrate Ricky Goodin was arrested on a 

complicity to commit murder and solicitation charge. 

State police say they were made aware of threats 

Goodin allegedly made trying to arrange someone’s 

murder. We did a follow-up a few  

Mountain News at 

6 

9-12-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A fight between step-father and step-son in 

Letcher County. It happened in Jenkins. One man is 

recovering and the other is in jail. We interviewed the 

Jenkins police chief. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

9-13-15 8am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Hazard police arrested a man who is suspected 

of taking part in a three-day crime spree. They say 20 

year old Derek Moore robbed two gas stations and then 

led police on a chase. He’s also a suspect in robberies 

in Indiana. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

9-14-15 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Kentucky education officials say the state’s 

improving economy is causing declines in community 

college enrollment. They say this is leading to staff 

reductions and budget cuts at the two year institutions. 

We got reaction to this later in the day from the 

president of Southeast Kentucky Community and 

Technical College. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

9-14-15 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Authorities say a Kentucky State Police trooper 

was shot and killed on a Western Kentucky interstate 

overnight. It happened on Interstate 24 in Lyon County. 

The suspect was later shot and killed by police. We 

continued to update this story throughout the day. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

9-15-15 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A woman sheriff’s deputies say admitted to 

shooting her husband faces criminal attempt to commit 

murder and wanton endangerment charges. Deputies 

arrested 63 year old Kathy Hackler. 

Mountain News at 

6 

9-16-15 6pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Two Kentucky River Regional Jail inmates 

escaped this afternoon. Shawn Noble and Derek Moore 

kicked the back window out of a jail van on their way 

back to the jail from court. They were quickly captured. 

We interviewed the police chief. 

Mountain News at 

11 

9-17-15 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The state is looking at a roadside drug test to 

help police stop drivers who are high behind the wheel. 

If the tests prove reliable, lawmakers say they will 

consider legislation next year to expand their use. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

9-18-15 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police arrested a man they say helped rob a 

Floyd County store earlier this week. Lawrence Junior 

faces a robbery charge. Police say he along with four 

others walked into the Parkway Convenience Store with 

a gun and demanded cash.  

Mountain News at 

4, 6, 11 

9-18-15 4pm 

6pm  

11pm 

Various Newscasts Topic: Friends, family and law enforcement officials from 

across the country gathered in Hardin County to pay 

their final respects to a Kentucky State Police trooper 

who was murdered in the line of duty. We interviewed 

some of those attending and had coverage in all of our 

evening newscasts. 

Mountain News at 9-18-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A police-style uniform bearing a Williamsburg 



6 police officer’s shoulder patch was stolen in Western 

Kentucky. It happened at the Kentucky Sheriff’s 

Association trade show. We interviewed the police chief. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

9-19-15 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Tennessee man is accused of threatening a 

Bell County pastor, school and the President. Deputies 

arrested 36 year old David Brandon Luntsford. We are 

told he threatened himself, the kids at Gateway Christian 

School in Middlesboro and Binghamtown Church pastor 

William Boyd Bingham. 

Mountain News at 

11 

9-19-15 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A magistrate recently arrested for criminal 

solicitation to commit murder has died. 51 year old Ricky 

Goodin was taken to Pineville Community Hospital from 

the Bell County jail where he apparently had a seizure. 

We interviewed the jailer. 

Mountain News at 

6 

9-20-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Smoke was still in the air on Pine Street near 

downtown Hazard. A fire destroyed three homes but 

nobody lived there. The fire happened during the middle 

of the Black Gold Festival. The cause is not known. 

Mountain News at 

11 

9-21-15 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: State police arrested two men on charges of 

possessing and distributing child pornography in Pulaski 

County. Troopers say both 28 year old Anthony 

Patterson and 53 year old Jimmy Hammons had 

pictures of children engaged in sexual acts on their 

computers. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

9-22-15 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police in Bell County found an escaped inmate. 

The Bell County jailer says 38 year old Jason Carbone 

was arrested in Knox County. 

Mountain News at 

6 

9-23-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A former Floyd County lawman again finds 

himself behind bars… two and a half years after he was 

arrested for DUI while serving as Floyd County sheriff. 

Prestonsburg police arrested John K. Blackburn, who 

now faces a slew of charges. We interviewed police. 

Mountain News at 

6 

9-23-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Attorneys filed a civil suit asking for judgement 

and compensation in the death of Trevor Dykes. Dykes 

was gunned down outside his Goose Rock home in July 

over what authorities say was a custody dispute. We 

interviewed family members and their attorney. 

Mountain News at 

11 

9-24-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: While searching for a missing man in Pulaski 

County, investigators found a body. They made the 

discovery on the man’s property on Jones Knob Road. A 

couple of arrests have been made in connection with the 

disappearance. We talked to police. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

9-25-15 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Whitley County woman faces an 11 count 

indictment because investigators say she stole several 

hundred dollars from the Corbin Primary Parent Teacher 

organization. Amy Lambert faces possession of a forged 

instrument and theft by deception charges. 

Mountain News at 

6 

9-25-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A Breathitt County man will spend 13 years 

behind bars. A judge sentenced Shawn “Cody” Hardin 

for his role in a 2014 DUI crash that killed four people. 

We interviewed the mother of one of the victims. 

Mountain News at 

11 

9-25-15 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Charges were filed in a crash that killed a 13 year 

old boy in Knox County. Jathan Patterson died in 

February after police say he took his mother’s car on a 

joy ride and crashed. A grand jury indicted Jonathan 

Patterson for manslaughter. Jathan’s mother told us 

Jonathan is her ex-husband and Jathan’s father. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

9-27-15 8am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Laurel County man is behind bars after 

authorities say he stabbed another man in the head. 

Laurel County sheriff’s deputies say Christopher 

Robinson went into the bedroom of the victim, who was 

lying down, and stabbed him in the head. Robinson is 

charged with attempted murder. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

9-28-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police are still searching for a man who broke into 

a home near Lake Cumberland, terrorized the 

vacationers inside and then made off with money. It 

happened in Wayne County in August and police now 

say they believe they know what the man looks like. We 

interviewed police and a family member of the victims. 

Mountain News at 

11 

9-28-15 11pm 3 minutes Newscast Topic: Police call it a growing problem in Kentucky… 

drivers high on drugs while behind the wheel. Some 

state police posts are trying out a roadside drug test 

designed to stop drugged driving. We took a closer look 

at how it works and interviewed police. 

Mountain News at 

6 

9-30-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: While answering the call of a missing man, 

officials with the Pulaski County Sheriff’s office say 

investigators found a body inside a freezer a the man’s 

home. Police arrested the missing man’s live-in 

girlfriend, Teresa Owens, and charged her with evidence 

tampering and abuse of a corpse. We interviewed police 

and continued to follow-up on this story. 
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Mountain News 

This Morning 

7-1-15 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: People in Pike County will now be paying more 

taxes. The proposed occupational tax ordinance passed 

unanimously. We interviewed the judge-executive and 

others attending the fiscal court meeting. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

7-6-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: There is a new mayor in one Leslie County town. 

Carol Joseph was appointed the mayor of Hyden last 

week. We interviewed her and the former mayor. 

Mountain News at 

11 

7-6-15 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Kentucky county clerks who stopped issuing 

marriage licenses are receiving some legal help. 

Officials at the Family Foundation announced a fund for 

clerks who say they cannot issue licenses for religious 



reasons. 

Mountain News at 

6 

7-8-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Another Kentucky county clerk is suggesting she 

will not issue marriage licenses to same-sex couples. 

Hundreds of people gathered at the Whitley County 

courthouse in support of county clerk Kay Schwartz. She 

told us her religious beliefs are clashing with the recent 

Supreme Court ruling. We interviewed people on both 

sides. 

Mountain News at 

11 

7-8-15 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The killing of nine people at a historic black 

church in Charleston, South Carolina ignited controversy 

surrounding the display of the Confederate flag. We did 

two stories locally, talking to folks on both sides of the 

issue. 

Mountain News at 

11 

7-9-15 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Kentucky Senator and presidential candidate 

Rand Paul has been doing research on where the 

federal government is splurging. Our Washington 

bureau interviewed Paul about what he found. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

7-17-15 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The Obama administration proposed new 

regulations to limit the impact of coal mining on creeks 

and streams. Some Kentucky lawmakers harshly 

criticized the President. 

Mountain News at 

11 

7-20-15 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: A federal judge heard more arguments as a 

hearing for a lawsuit over marriage licenses resumed. 

The woman at the center of the lawsuit, Rowan County 

Clerk Kim Davis, also took the stand. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

7-23-15 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Governor Steve Beshear issued an executive 

order relating to the protection of the Kentucky National 

Guard. Guard members will be allowed to carry 

weapons while on duty and legally carry licensed 

concealed weapons at facilities and recruiting stations. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

7-23-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The two men wanting to be Kentucky’s next 

governor squared off in Louisville. In a rare joint 

appearance, Republican Matt Bevin and Democrat Jack 

Conway took part in a forum at Kentucky Farm Bureau. 

We heard from both candidates. 

Mountain News at 

6 

7-23-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Owners of a Letcher County gun store fired off a 

round of controversy this week when they adopted a 

new policy banning Muslims from the store. We 

interviewed the gun store owner and a community 

member who disagreed with the “Muslim Free Gun 

Store” sign. We also followed up the next day with more 

reaction on this story that went viral. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

7-28-15 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A group of people in Pike County are petitioning 

to get rid of magistrates. “Pike Countians Against 

Government Waste” says the county should have a 

three person commission instead. They are circulating a 

petition in hopes of getting the issue put on the ballot. 

We interviewed someone with the group and a 

magistrate. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

7-31-15 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Looking ahead to November… we could be in for 

a tight governor’s race. A new poll found just three 

percentage points divide Democrat Jack Conway and 

Republican Matt Bevin. Conway leads 48 to 45. 

Mountain News at 

6, 11 

8-1-15 6pm 

11pm 

1Min 30Sec Newscasts Topic: A tiny town in Western Kentucky is the center of 

attention for all things political today. The first Saturday 

in August signals the start of the fall campaigns… and 

the Fancy Farm picnic. The November governor’s race 

got the most attention. We had some of the highlights in 

both newscasts. 

Mountain News at 

6 

8-5-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The statue of Jefferson Davis will stay in the 

Capitol rotunda in Frankfort. A commission voted to 

keep it in place, despite many officials calling for it to be 

moved somewhere else because it could offend people. 

We had reaction on both sides. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

8-6-15 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Rowan County clerk Kim Davis is suing Governor 

Steve Beshear. She claims he violated her religious 

freedom by telling all county clerks to issue marriage 

licenses, or resign. Davis is one of a handful of county 

clerks who stopped issuing marriage licenses after the 

U.S. Supreme Court legalized same-sex marriage 

nationwide. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

8-7-15 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Lee County Circuit Court Clerk Emma C. Adams 

is retiring under fire. Adams was suspended this week 

pending an investigation into possible misconduct. 

Officials say an audit and criminal investigation will 

continue. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

8-10-15 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Kentucky’s race for governor now includes a third 

candidate. Drew Curtis, the creator of fark.com, filed as 

an independent candidate.  

Mountain News 

First at 4 

8-12-15 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Investigators are allowed to search the email 

account of a former long-time political aide to Kentucky 

Senator Rand Paul. A judge rejected Jesse Benton’s 

request to throw out a warrant ordering google to turn 

over the contents of his gmail account. 

Mountain News at 

11 

8-12-15 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A federal judge ordered Rowan County Clerk Kim 

Davis to begin issuing marriage licenses again. Davis 

claimed her religious freedoms wouldn’t allow her to do 

that after the U.S. Supreme Court legalized same-sex 

marriage nationwide. So the ACLU sued on behalf of 

four Rowan County couples. Davis continued to defy the 

order and we continued to follow-up on this. 

Mountain News at 

6 

8-13-15 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: A state lawmaker from Eastern Kentucky wants 

the statue of Jefferson Davis removed from the state 

capitol. This comes after a commission voted to keep 

the statue last week. We talked to House Speaker Greg 

Stumbo about his resolution. 

Mountain News 8-18-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Magoffin County will soon have a new library, but 



First at 4 where it will be built is creating controversy. The library 

board voted to tear down a nearly century old church to 

make room for the library. We interviewed folks on both 

sides of the issue. 

Mountain News at 

6 

8-21-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: While Donald Trump is getting most of the 

attention in the GOP primary, Kentucky Senator Rand 

Paul looks to keep his own presidential ambitions alive. 

Paul wants his party to switch to a caucus to pick 

presidential nominees in Kentucky, a move that would 

allow him to simultaneously see the White House and 

his Senate seat. We spoke with the Senator during a 

stop in our region. We also covered the meeting the next 

day in Frankfort when the caucus was approved. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

8-25-15 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: His radio show is well-known throughout the 

state. Kentucky Sports Radio host Matt Jones is now 

thinking about running for the 6
th
 congressional seat 

next year. We interviewed him. 

Mountain News at 

6 

8-25-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: It’s another dispute over the separation of church 

and state. A group wants a picture of Jesus to be taken 

down at the Breathitt County courthouse. We talked to 

someone with the Freedom from Religion organization 

and a resident in Jackson who wants the picture to stay 

up. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

8-27-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The Rowan County clerk is still not issuing 

marriage licenses despite an order from a federal 

appeals court. The battle stems from Kim Davis’ refusal 

to comply with a Supreme Court ruling legalizing same 

sex marriage nationwide. We also did a separate story 

about another Kentucky clerk who is riding his bike 

across the state in support of Davis. 

Mountain News at 

11 

8-28-15 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: We continued to cover new developments in the 

ongoing legal battle over marriage licenses in Rowan 

County. Kim Davis’ lawyers are asking the U.S. 

Supreme Court to delay a ruling that orders her to issue 

licenses. Davis could also soon face an official 

misconduct charge. We had more follow-ups on this 

during the next few days. 

Mountain News at 

4, 6 and 11 

9-3-15 

9-4-15 

4pm  

6pm 

11pm 

Various Newscasts Topic: We had team coverage in all of our newscasts of 

a federal judge’s decision to send Rowan County Clerk 

Kim Davis to jail over her refusal to issue marriage 

licenses since the Supreme Court ruling legalizing 

same-sex marriage. The next morning, deputy clerks 

began issuing marriage licenses. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

9-4-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Gubernatorial candidate Matt Bevin made a stop 

in Hazard to open a campaign office and hold a rally. He 

answered many questions about the coal industry. We 

interviewed him. 

Mountain News at 

11 

9-6-15 8am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Hundreds of people came out in support of Kim 

Davis’ decision to stop handing out marriage licenses. 

Christians from all over the country rallied outside the 

Carter County Detention Center, where Kim Davis is 

being held. 

Mountain News at 

6 

9-7-15 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Letcher County has a new coroner. Perry Fowler 

was appointed by Judge Executive Jim Ward. Fowler 

was a deputy coroner and firefighter. Marty Baker 

resigned after being coroner since 2011. 

Mountain News at 

4, 6, 11 

9-8-15 4pm 

6pm 

11pm 

Various Newscasts Topic: We had coverage in all of our newscasts of 

Rowan County Clerk Kim Davis being released from jail 

on the condition that she does not interfere with her 

deputy clerks issuing marriage licenses. Hundreds of 

her supporters rallied outside the Carter County 

Detention Center, where presidential candidates Mike 

Huckabee and Ted Cruz were supporting her. We 

interviewed several people at the rally. 

Mountain News at 

6 

9-14-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Rowan County Clerk Kim Davis returned to work 

and said she would not interfere with her deputy clerks 

issuing marriage licenses. We had the latest on the 

ongoing saga. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

9-15-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Some sparks flew at another meeting to discuss 

the fate of an old church building in Magoffin County. 

Last month, library board members made the decision to 

demolish the building for a new library. But some are not 

giving up on trying to save the old church. We talked to 

people on both sides. 

Mountain News at 

11 

9-15-15 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The first televised gubernatorial debate took 

place tonight in Louisville. Democrat Jack Conway, 

Republican Matt Bevin and Independent Drew Curtis 

answered questions from journalists and others at 

Bellarmine University. We had some of the highlights. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

9-17-15 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Following the recent gubernatorial debate, much 

of the buzz seemed to be centered around Independent 

candidate Drew Curtis. He thinks he could be one of the 

few Independents with a legitimate chance of winning. 

We profiled Curtis. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

9-21-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A Pike County judge faces a 6 month unpaid 

suspension but will stay on the bench after he was 

accused of misconduct. Judge Steven Combs admitted 

to violating ethics standards that included name calling 

and threatening a “bullet to the head” for the next police 

officer that pulled him over. 

Mountain News at 

6 

9-21-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Kentucky House Speaker Greg Stumbo says he 

wants to sponsor legislation to add new safety features 

to trooper cruisers. We went to Richmond where police 

trainees and retired police say they endorse the idea. 

Mountain News at 

6 

9-22-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Dozens of people gathered in Jackson in support 

of a portrait of Jesus inside the building. For decades, 

the picture has hung on the wall… but a group 

promoting the separation of church and state says the 



display promotes Christianity as the favored religion of 

Breathitt County and is unconstitutional. We interviewed 

several people at the rally. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

9-23-15 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Kentucky Secretary of State Alison Lundergan 

Grimes came to the East Kentucky Science Center in 

Prestonsburg for her “Kentucky Means Business” tour. 

We talked to her. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

9-23-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: We are almost guaranteed to see an Eastern 

Kentuckian in the state treasurer’s office. Democrat Rick 

Nelson is originally from Harlan County. Republican 

Allison Ball is from Prestonsburg. They both appeared 

on our “Issues and Answers” program and we had a 

preview. 

Mountain News at 

11 

9-23-15 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Two Letcher County senior citizen centers are 

expected to receive a federal letter forcing them to close 

within the next few days. Officials say they have not 

been meeting requirements set by the federal 

government.  

Mountain News 

This Morning 

9-26-15 7am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: The Democratic Women’s Club of Kentucky held 

a banquet in Pikeville. Some awards were given out, 

including one to Secretary of State Alison Lundergan 

Grimes. We interviewed Grimes. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

9-30-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The three candidates for Kentucky governor 

faced off again in their second live broadcast debate. 

Kentucky Sports Radio host Matt Jones moderated the 

discussion. We heard from all three candidates. 

 
ISSUE:  EMPLOYMENT/ECONOMY/FINANCIAL CONCERNS 
 

PROGRAM DATE PRG 

START 

TIME  

SEGMENT 

LENGTH 

TYPE DESCRIPTION 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

7-2-15 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The state board that manages the tobacco 

settlement funds has approved $500,000 for a Central 

Kentucky company that plans to process hemp seeds 

grown in Kentucky. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

7-8-15 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: U.S. coal production continues to decline. New 

numbers from the U.S. Energy Information 

Administration indicate production from mines with 

mountaintop removal permits decreased 62 percent 

since 2008. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

7-8-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Community leaders and volunteers are working to 

bring a new art center to Hazard. They held an open 

house today to update folks on the project. We 

interviewed several people involved. 

Mountain News at 

6 

7-9-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The coal industry continues to see round after 

round of layoffs. Nearly 300 Alpha Natural Resources 

coal miners in Eastern Kentucky and Virginia could soon 

lose their jobs. We got reaction from a coal industry 

official and an official in Letcher County, where layoffs 

are nothing new. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

7-14-15 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: For the first time ever… natural gas topped coal 

in U.S. electric power generation.  

Mountain News 

This Morning 

7-19-15 8am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: The Black and Gold Shootout was held in Clay 

County. It’s an event that brings in gun lovers from 

states across the country. Participants competed all day 

in different events while dressed in old Western outfits. 

We interviewed organizers and participants. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

7-22-15 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Folks at Appalshop in Whitesburg discussed how 

culture can play a vital role in economic development. 

People from Lafayette College’s Economic 

Empowerment Global Learning Project led the 

conversation on how Eastern Kentucky can identify its 

assets. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

7-24-15 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: If you’re in the downtown Hazard area, chances 

are you’ll see a sign pointing you towards a quiet place 

or a tasty treat. Invision Hazard spent time hanging 

signs that they hope encourage foot traffic. We 

interviewed someone with the group. 

Mountain News at 

6 

7-24-15 6pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: A national company is hoping to boost the 

economy in Letcher County. Healthcare National 

Marketing is opening a call center in Jenkins. It’s 

expected to bring 50 jobs to the area. We interviewed 

some of those involved with the project and the mayor. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

7-29-15 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Artists in Letcher County are coming together in 

hopes of creating an artisan center in the area. The 

group met to discuss how they could make this happen. 

We interviewed some of the folks involved. 

Mountain News at 

6 

7-29-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: We had an update on the Mountain Parkway 

extension project. We focused on the area known as 

restaurant row in Salyersville. Some businesses are 

expected to prosper while others might be forced to 

close. We interviewed officials in the town. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

8-1-15 7am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: An Energy and Environment Cabinet report 

reflects a continuing downward trend in the coal 

industry. We interviewed the president of the Kentucky 

Coal Association and State Rep. Fitz Steele. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

8-2-15 8am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: It was all the buzz at Jenny Wiley State Resort 

Park. Beekeeping in Kentucky may have dropped off in 

the 1980’s, but officials think it is making a comeback. 

We went to the first Beekeeping and Honey Expo and 

interviewed folks involved. 

Mountain News at 

11 

8-3-15 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: President Obama is moving forward with his 

climate action plan by announcing tougher limits on 

carbon emissions from power plants. The President 

unveiled the final version of his plan, saying climate 

change will threaten future generations if we don’t act 

now. Coal industry leaders and both Democrats and 



Republicans in Kentucky harshly criticized the plan.  

Mountain News 

This Morning 

8-4-15 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Another major coal producer says they are feeling 

the heat from new federal regulations. Alpha Natural 

Resources announced they are voluntarily filing for 

Chapter 11 bankruptcy. We interviewed the CEO. 

Mountain News at 

11 

8-6-15 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Organizers of Whitesburg Bike Nite say the 

fundraising motorcycle gathering will no longer be held. 

They say the state requires the event to carry a three 

million dollar liability insurance policy. Organizers say 

the city of Whitesburg has shown “indifference” to the 

event but city officials disagree. 

Mountain News at 

4, 6 

8-7-15 4pm 

6pm 

1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Many volunteer fire departments must raise 

money throughout the year to keep everything up and 

running. The Osborne Brothers bluegrass music festival 

is one of the biggest fundraisers for the six fire stations 

that are in Leslie County. We interviewed organizers and 

fire officials and also did guest weather and live weather 

from the festival. 

Mountain News at 

6 

8-7-15 6pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Kentucky border states Tennessee, Ohio, Virginia 

and Illinois all have a tax free weekend to help with 

school supplies. We talked to one Middlesboro mother 

who says she drives across the border to get the 

savings. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

8-14-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec  Newscast Topic: Perry County officials are talking about bringing 

new attractions to the Perry County Park. We talked to 

officials about what those might be. 

Mountain News at 

11 

8-20-15 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Transportation officials released their expansion 

plan for a portion of the Mountain Parkway in Wolfe 

County. The preliminary design calls for the parkway to 

be expanded primarily along the south side of the 

current roadway. 

Mountain News at 

6 

8-22-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: When the city of Pikeville opened eight ziplines, 

they hopes it would bring in tourists. Four months later 

and city officials say that is happening. The ziplines 

travel through the mountains at Bob Amos park, with 

each one differing in length and speed. We talked to 

zipline workers and city officials. 

Mountain News at 

11 

8-22-15 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Airplanes filled the sky above the Big Sandy 

Regional Airport as they celebrated the 14
th
 Airport Day. 

We talked to folks in charge of the event. 

Mountain News at 

4, 6, 11 

8-31-15 4pm 

6pm 

11pm 

Various Newscasts Topic: Dozens of people came together in Hazard to 

kick off a massive broadband expansion project. Many 

see Kentucky Wired as an imperative piece of 

infrastructure to link the mountains to the global 

economy. We had team coverage in all our newscasts 

and also carried the event live. 

Mountain News at 

6, 11 

9-3-15 6pm 

11pm 

1Min 30Sec 

2 minutes 

Newscasts Topic: Officials from the Office of Surface Mining, 

Reclamation and Enforcement are holding a public 

hearing in Lexington regarding a proposed rule that’s 

drawing criticism from the coal industry. We interviewed 

folks on both sides. 

Mountain News at 

11 

9-10-15 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The Elkhorn City community is now recognized 

as one of Kentucky’s 7 trail towns. First Lady Jane 

Beshear was one of the dignitaries that spoke at a 

ceremony. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

9-11-15 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The United States Energy Information 

Administration lowered its outlook for coal production. 

Bloomberg reports the output will slide to levels not seen 

since the mid-1980’s. Coal output will shrink to about 

913 million tons. 

Mountain News at 

11 

9-12-15 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Hundreds of people are in downtown Hindman for 

the Gingerbread Festival. The festival features live 

bluegrass music and even a 12 foot gingerbread cookie. 

Mountain News at 

6 

9-13-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Thousands of people drove to Whitesburg to 

show off their automotive creations. The Heritage Show 

took a year off last year… but is back now. We 

interviewed folks participating and had video of the 

flame-filled finale! 

Mountain News at 

11 

9-14-15 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: A staple in Perry County is now closed. We’re 

told Fugate’s Bowling Center will not reopen and the 

manager blamed the economy. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

9-16-15 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A blow for more than 100 people in Middlesboro. 

Officials with Dura-Line say they plan to close the plant 

by December 15
th
. The facility opened in 1971. We did a 

follow-up with more information and reaction later in the 

day. 

Mountain News at 

6, 11 

9-18-15 

9-19-15 

9-20-15 

6pm 

11pm 

Various Newscasts Topic: We had coverage in all of our newscasts both 

days on the Black Gold Festival in downtown Hazard. 

Thousands come to check out the food, music, crafts 

and parade. We also covered the changes to the festival 

due to the recent fire downtown and the cleanup effort. 

We interviewed organizers and several people who were 

there. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

9-25-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Dozens of people gathered at the National Guard 

Armory in Perry County. Many showed up empty 

handed but left with bags stuffed full of different items. 

We talked to organizers and those being helped by the 

event. 

Mountain News at 

6 

9-28-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A headache for folks in Breathitt County. A 

rockslide smashed through the back wall at the Jackson 

Walmart, forcing the business to close. We’re told the 

cleanup could take several days. We interviewed a 

nearby business owner and a fire official. 

 
ISSUE:  EDUCATION ISSUES 
 

PROGRAM DATE PRG 

START 

SEGMENT 

LENGTH 

TYPE DESCRIPTION 



TIME  

Mountain News 

This Morning 

7-4-15 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The Breathitt County school system is one step 

closer to naming a new superintendent. Board members 

have submitted their request to hire David Gibson to the 

Kentucky Department of Education. 

Mountain News at 

11 

7-7-15 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Perry County had a special visitor at the Forum. 

Former wrester Jake “The Snake” Roberts offered an 

inspirational and motivational speech about the lifestyle 

change he experienced after his career in wrestling.  

Mountain News 

This Morning 

7-8-15 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Cell phones, tablets, laptops and more are now 

accessories for students these days. But what should be 

allowed during school hours? We talked to the Letcher 

County schools superintendent. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

7-9-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A change in leadership is coming to the Breathitt 

County schools. State management will continue until 

2017, but Larry Hammond’s term as state manager is 

coming to an end. We interviewed Hammond and the 

man likely to be hired as the next superintendent. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

7-10-15 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The Council on Postsecondary Education will 

hold five meetings for input on the plan for Kentucky’s 

Adult Education System. Two of them are in our region. 

Mountain News at 

6 

7-11-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: For more than 20 years, Tommy Thompson 

taught English and coached Speech at Johns Creek and 

Pike County Central High School. Friends, family and 

former students surprised Thompson with a celebratory 

retirement roast. We interviewed Thompson and some 

former students. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

7-21-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A jail is allowing some inmates the opportunity to 

receive something they never got… an education in the 

form of a GED. We spoke with students and instructors. 

Mountain News at 

11 

7-24-15 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Hundreds of kids ran around the Whitesburg 

walking track as part of Letcher County Kids Day. 

Organizations came together to donate school supplies 

to all the children. We interviewed some of those 

participating. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

7-25-15 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: There will soon be a new superintendent of the 

Pineville Independent school district. Terry Hayes 

accept another superintendent position in Western 

Kentucky. 

Mountain News at 

11 

8-1-15 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Several groups from Leslie County, including the 

Backpack program and Cutshin Fire and Rescue, joined 

together for a day of education and fun. The back to 

school event is about helping children and families that 

need it most. We interviewed some of those involved 

with the event. 

Mountain News at 

11 

8-8-15 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Folks at Hazard High School dedicated a day of 

events in memory of a former student who died while 

hiking in Colorado. We interviewed some of those who 

organized the events. 

Mountain News at 

11 

8-9-15 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The National Geographic show “Diggers” 

premiered an episode called “The Real McCoy” at the 

Jenny Wiley Theater in Pikeville. We learned more 

about the history of the famous feud and what they were 

trying to find. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

8-13-15 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Officials say there was a significant decrease in 

the number of people receiving a GED diploma in the 

state. They cite a new, more difficult version of the test 

that was implemented. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

8-15-15 7am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Ten high school students in Pike County are 

receiving a head start in college. The Pike County 

school system partnered with Big Sandy Community and 

Technical College to offer a dual credit system. That will 

allow selected students to graduate with both a high 

school diploma and an associate’s degree from the 

college. We interviewed a student. 

Mountain News at 

6 

8-17-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A new course at the Big Sandy Community and 

Technical College focuses on fiber optics. We 

interviewed one student who says he’s hopeful he will 

learn a skill that will be useful for years to come. 

Mountain News at 

11 

8-17-15 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: The campus was buzzing for the first day of fall 

classes at Morehead State University. More than 1400 

freshman made their way to classes. We did several 

other back-to-school related stories across the region. 

Mountain News at 

6 

8-19-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Students in Lawrence County received a gift 

enabling them to gain a feel for a college environment 

before they finish high school. One leader with Kentucky 

Power believes programs like this can help keep 

students motivated. 

Mountain News at 

11 

8-19-15 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Nearly 4 years ago, a letter from the Freedom 

from Religion Foundation forced Bell County schools to 

end pre-game prayer with fans. Now, the school board 

has voted to allow those prayers again. We interviewed 

school officials and students. We did a follow-up during 

the first game of the football season. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

8-20-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Students from across the region took an oath to 

serve as leaders. The student senators inaugurated 

include both new and experienced members. This was 

part of the Kentucky Valley Educational Cooperative 

Race to the Top Grant. We talked to students and 

leaders involved. 

Mountain News at 

11 

8-21-15 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Some parents in Leslie County are trying to figure 

out a solution to a school bus problem. Parents say a 

bridge that buses previously drove over for years has 

now been deemed unsafe. We talked to parents and 

school officials. 

Mountain News at 

11 

8-25-15 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: More than 400 students in Whitley County 

received a new pair of shoes this morning. Organizers 



see this as an outreach and a chance for students to 

see something that could change their future. We 

interviewed some of those involved. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

8-28-15 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: It was a historic day at Morehead State 

University. The ribbon was officially cut on the Craft 

Academy for Excellence in Science and Math. 

Businessman and Hazard native Joe Craft pledged $4 

million to the school. We interviewed him. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

8-28-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Faculty and students from schools across the 

region now receive training on what to do if an active 

shooter is on campus. We attended one of those drills at 

the Whitesburg campus of Southeast Kentucky 

Community and Technical College and talked to some of 

those involved. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

8-31-15 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Kentucky Education Commissioner Terry Holliday 

is retiring today, but his replacement has yet to be 

determined. State education board officials say they 

narrowed their search down from five candidates to two. 

Mountain News at 

6 

9-2-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Thousands of Kentucky students are considered 

homeless. Officials identified more than 600 in Pike 

County alone. We interviewed one of those teens and 

talked to school officials about how they are trying to 

curb the problem. 

Mountain News at 

6 

9-5-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A woman is succeeding her husband as the new 

Redbird Mission School executive director. We 

interviewed Kari Collins. 

Mountain News at 

6 

9-6-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Boy Scouts from different troops in Kentucky 

came together for an upstream battle. We met up with 

the group to find out what they had to accomplish in 

order to complete the first leg of a triple crown 

challenge. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

9-9-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A smart energy training center is giving students 

a hands-on experience at Hazard Community and 

Technical College. We interviewed several people 

involved with the program. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

9-10-15 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A 50 year old time capsule was opened at 

Somerset Community College. Students and alumni 

gathered for the big reveal. In 1965, the capsule was 

placed behind a wall. Newspapers, graduation handouts 

and a bible were among the items inside. New items 

were put inside the capsule and it won’t be opened until 

2065. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

9-11-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A district wide pep rally kicked off this morning for 

students in the Perry County school system. The pep 

rally consisted of dancing, a lot of shouting and a few 

special guests. We interviewed school officials and 

students. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

9-14-15 4pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Community college enrollment is down and 

Kentucky education officials say the state’s improving 

economy is to blame. Officials expect enrollment to 

decrease 25 percent from its peak in 2011 this fall. We 

interviewed the president of Southeast Kentucky 

Community and Technical College. 

Mountain News at 

6 

9-15-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Knox County school officials and Barbourville 

police are investigating after they say students were 

selling drugs Monday at Knox Central High School. 18 

year old Dante Brown is facing trafficking charges. 

Police say at least two students may have taken LSD. 

We interviewed the superintendent. 

Mountain News at 

11 

9-16-15 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Getting a jump start to college. High school 

students across Eastern Kentucky are taking advantage 

of an early college academy program in Floyd County. 

We interviewed some of those participating. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

9-17-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A school in Knott County has a program 

dedicated to helping students with a language-based 

learning disability. We visited the Hindman Settlement 

School and learned more about their dyslexia program. 

Mountain News at 

6 

9-26-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Nine high school bands performed at the Hazard 

Band of Gold Marching Classic. The event gives 

students a chance to qualify for state competition later 

this year. We interviewed an organizer and a band 

director. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

9-29-15 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Southeast Kentucky Community and Technical 

College was rated in the top 20 percent of all registered 

nursing programs in the eastern region of the United 

States. We interviewed a school official. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

9-29-15 4pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: A child died when he was hit by a school bus in 

Butler County. We took a closer look at the training of 

school bus drivers. We interviewed school officials.  

Mountain News at 

6 

9-29-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: As the drug problem continues in Eastern 

Kentucky, the new Pike County superintendent is taking 

a preventive measure to keep our youth on the right 

track. The plan is to bring back random drug tests for 

students involved in extracurricular activities. Some 

parents told us they support the move. We also 

interviewed the superintendent. 

Mountain News at 

11 

9-29-15 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Folks with a business plan in Eastern Kentucky 

have a chance to win some money to put the plan in 

action. The University of Pikeville along with the 

Kentucky Innovation Network are teaming up for the 

challenge. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

9-30-15 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: A new building will soon be going up at Big Sandy 

Community and Technical College in Pikeville. School 

officials will use a more than $2 million dollar grant they 

received from the Economic Development 

Administration. The new building will house the school’s 

fiber optics program. We interviewed the school’s 



president. 

Mountain News at 

11 

9-30-15 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Two months ago we told you about a new fiber 

optics training course at Big Sandy Community and 

Technical College. We interviewed professors and 

students who say the program is now more important 

than ever. 

 
ISSUE:  WEATHER/EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 
 

PROGRAM DATE PRG 

START 

TIME  

SEGMENT 

LENGTH 

TYPE DESCRIPTION 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

7-2-15 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Folks in Pulaski County were cleaning up after 

flash flooding. A small tornado also touched down in the 

Nancy community. We did a follow-up later in the day 

with an update on the situation. 

Mountain News at 

4, 6, 11 

7-3-15 4pm 

6pm 

11pm 

Various Newscasts Topic: We did several stories on flash flooding causing 

problems, especially in Powell and Laurel Counties. We 

talked to some of those affected. 

Mountain News 

This Morning, 4, 6, 

11 

7-6-15 5am 

4pm 

6pm 

11pm 

Various Newscasts Topic: We did several stories on flash flooding in 

Johnson and Floyd Counties. It affected roads, some 

homes and even a church. We talked to several people 

affected. 

Mountain News at 

6 

7-10-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: We did a follow-up on storm damage in Magoffin 

County. The roof of an old store was ripped off and 

landed on top of the owner’s home. Now they are 

preparing for the possibility of more severe weather. We 

talked to two storm victims. 

Mountain News at 

11 

7-11-15 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: In March of 2012, a tornado demolished the West 

Liberty United Methodist Church on Main Street. The 

congregation and members of the community gathered 

to dedicate a new place of worship in the exact same 

location. We interviewed the pastor and others at the 

ceremony. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

7-12-15 8am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Volunteer firefighters in Pike County were 

sharpening skills that could save them from deadly 

situations. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

7-13-15 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Heavy rain created a mess in Louisville. Many 

roads were covered with water. More severe weather 

was expected across Kentucky in the next 48 hours. 

Mountain News 

This Morning, 4, 6, 

11 

7-13-15 

7-14-15 

7-15-15 

7-16-15 

7-17-15 

 

7-18-15 

 

 

7-19-15 

5am 

4pm 

6pm 

11pm 

 

 

7am 

6pm 

11pm 

8am 

6pm 

11pm 

Various Newscasts Topic: We devoted much of our time in all of our 

newscasts for several days on severe weather and 

major flash flooding across the region. Governor 

Beshear declared a state of emergency. Thousands 

were also left without power. The worst damage was in 

Johnson County, where four people died. We had 

reporters in numerous counties covering damage. We 

also had special weather coverage to broadcast 

warnings and updates and carried several news 

conferences live. On the 17
th
 we also partnered with the 

Red Cross and Johnson County officials to encourage 

donations and had special coverage throughout the day. 

We continued to update the cleanup and recovery 

efforts in the days and weeks to come. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

7-18-15 7am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: The heavy rain we’ve seen recently is affecting 

boaters at area Lakes. At Lake Cumberland, the water is 

higher than it has ever been in the month of July. We 

interviewed folks at the lake. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

7-20-15 5am Various Newscast Topic: Authorities in Rowan and Lawrence County were 

dealing with a new round of flooding. It wasn’t as bad as 

the previous week but it still caused some issues. 

Mountain News at 

6 

7-21-15 6pm 

11pm 

1Min 30Sec 

1Min 30Sec 

Newscasts Topic: Many people in Johnson County are still without 

homes, water and power after the deadly flooding about 

one week ago. We talked to folks about what help is still 

needed. We also did another story with a dispatcher 

who answered calls the day of the flooding. She talked 

about her experience during the life or death situations. 

Mountain News at 

4, 6, 11  

Special coverage 

at 7 

7-22-15 4pm 

6pm 

7pm 

11pm 

Various Newscast Topic: We did the majority of our 4 and 6pm newscasts 

live from Johnson County, where we continued to follow-

up on the devastating and deadly flash flooding a little 

more than one week prior. A flood relief concert was 

held at 7, featuring popular local duo Sundy Best. We 

carried the entire concert live on both of our channels 

and our website. We also had a phone bank in our 

studios to take up donations. Around $50,000 was 

raised. Our reporters did several flood related stories 

and we had a wrap-up at 11. 

Mountain News at 

11 

7-23-15 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Christian Appalachian Project officials are 

housing volunteers from across the United States in 

Paintsville as the cleanup continues following deadly 

flash flooding. We interviewed folks involved with the 

effort. 

Mountain News at 

11 

7-25-15 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Volunteers from the Red Cross, Texas 

Roadhouse and other organizations came together at 

Flat Gap Elementary in Johnson County to help kids 

affected by the recent flooding. We interviewed some of 

those involved. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

7-30-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Some folks in the Pathfork community of Harlan 

County are cleaning up after heavy rain moved through 

the area earlier in the week, causing flash flooding. 

Residents believe logging in the area made the flooding 

work. We interviewed some of those affected. 

Mountain News at 

11 

8-5-15 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Heavy rain caused a large rock to fall… leading to 

flash flooding in one part of Bell County. We interviewed 

one family who lives on a hill and says they never 

dreamed they would see water rushing around their 

property. 

Mountain News 8-6-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Dozens remain homeless after the deadly flood 



First at 4  that hit Johnson County last month. Today… local, state 

and national agencies visited to help out those in need 

and they’ll be there through the weekend. We talked to 

an organizer and a flood victim. We did another follow-

up the next day marking one month since the flood. 

Mountain News at 

6 

8-12-15 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: President Obama signed a disaster declaration 

for the state of Kentucky in response to deadly flooding 

last month. This makes federal funding available to 

people affected in Johnson and Rowan Counties. We 

did follow-ups on how and where to apply for assistance 

and put that information on our website. 

Mountain News at 

11 

8-15-15 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A distribution center in Johnson County where 

hundreds of people found help after devastating and 

deadly flooding last month is now closed. The non-profit 

relief group that had run the center has moved on to the 

next emergency. We had reaction from some folks in the 

community. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

8-17-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Federal Emergency Management officials are 

visiting the region after President Obama signed a 

federal disaster declaration that included Johnson 

County. We interviewed FEMA officials. 

Mountain News at 

11 

8-18-15 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Several churches were damages or destroyed 

during last month’s flooding in Johnson County. One 

group is trying to raise enough money to help those 

churches rebuild. We talked to the man heading up the 

effort and local church leaders. 

Mountain News at 

6 

8-20-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: FEMA went door-to-door in Johnson County 

offering help to flood victims. We followed the survivor 

assistance teams as they urged people to register with 

FEMA. We interviewed FEMA officials and flood victims. 

Mountain News at 

6 

8-23-15 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Bluegrass music filled the gym at Johnson 

Central High School for a good reason. The musicians 

were raising money to help the victims of last month’s 

deadly flooding. We talked to some of those involved 

with the event. 

Mountain News at 

11 

8-24-15 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: After hearing a story we aired about Bush 

Elementary kindergarten students collecting school 

supplies for Johnson County flood victims, one Hazard 

based company stepped up and volunteered to deliver 

them from Laurel County to Paintsville. We interviewed 

folks involved with the collection and delivery. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

8-26-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: 34 counties in Kentucky have been approved for 

public assistance due to the severe storms in July. The 

Kentucky Emergency Management Recovery Branch is 

guiding FEMA applicants this week in several counties. 

Mountain News at 

6 

8-28-15 6pm 3 minutes Newscast Topic: We marked the 10
th
 anniversary of Hurricane 

Katrina by doing an in depth interview with our own 

meteorologist Allison Rogers, whose hometown was 

devastated. She was only 12 when the storm hit. She 

explained what it was like going through that traumatic 

ordeal and how it impacted her career choice. 

Mountain News at 

11 

8-29-15 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: The city of Martin and its tourism group held a 

benefit concert at the downtown stage. They were 

accepting cash donations as well as supplies for flood 

victims while performers took the stage. 

Mountain News at 

6 

8-30-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The Floyd County Emergency and Rescue Squad 

is educating people on how to survive and save others 

in swift waters. Folks across Kentucky came together to 

train. We interviewed one woman who was one of the 

first on the scene during the deadly Johnson County 

flooding last month. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

9-24-15 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Help continues for victims of the July storms and 

deadly flooding. However, disaster recovery centers in 

Johnson and Carter Counties are changing. We talked 

to federal officials and storm victims. 

Mountain News at 

6 

9-27-15 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Many people are enjoying fall activities outside 

like a bonfire… but you need to be careful. We spoke 

with fire officials about the do’s and don’ts of burning 

brush piles outside during the fall forest fire season. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

9-28-15 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A rockslide damaged the Jackson Walmart. 

Police say the store was closed at the time but some 

employees were inside. The slide took out a 30 foot 

section of the back of the store, and it closed while it’s 

being inspected. We did a follow-up on this in our later 

newscasts. 

 
*NOTE: Some local stories are approximated at 1:30-2:00 minutes but may be less or more and some air in various local newscasts. There may also be other interviewees found within 
scripts of local stories in addition to those listed. 
*Note that some stories could fall into more than one category. 

 


