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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Dr. Dee W. Jones with the Alabama Department of Public Health concerning Rabies 

in the local areas. Dr. Jones says Rabies is a deadly virus. It affects the central nervous system of mammals. It is one 

of the oldest known infectious diseases to mankind. It has transcended history with many myths about what it is and 

how to prevent and treat it. But today, through proper medical treatment and medical advancements it is 100% 

preventable. Rabies is endemic, meaning there are cases in wildlife such as raccoons and bats which are the 

predominant vectors of Rabies in this area. It is not very often seen within the city limits of Montgomery, however, 

it is always possible inside of an endemic area. Geographically speaking, about half of the state of Alabama from 

south west to north east is endemic with Rabies. Cases are expected to be seen from time to time in wildlife. He says 

Alabamian should always be concerned about Rabies due to the seriousness of the virus. If proper medical attention 

is not given to it, it is a deadly infection. Regardless of the numbers, one should always be aware of what Rabies in 

an area means. Signs of Rabies in animals would include strange behavior, because of the affect the virus has on the 

brain, the animals will become aggressive and the virus is spread through the saliva from one animal to another 

animal after a bite. He says the main objective in his department is to prevent Rabies through awareness. He says if 

people are exposed to the saliva from a suspected animal or an animal that is acting strangely in fact any animal that 

they were bitten or scratched by, they should seek medical attention. The law requires that the physician seeing that 

person report the incident to the county health department. The health department will then investigate that case and 

determine the best steps to be taken based on the findings in the investigation. They work to make sure that person 

who has the saliva from an animal does not get Rabies. Jones says many people are concerned about what may 

happen to their pets if they were reported as having rabid type symptoms. He says the benefits of reporting an 

animal far outweighs the consequences of not reporting an animal’s strange behavior. He says we are fortunate in 

this part of the world to have a healthcare system that investigates these cases and can prevent death through proper 

treatments. 
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Amy Stratton with the Alabama Department of Public Health to discuss Sudden 

Infant Death Syndrome and how to prevent it. Stratton is the State Para natal Program Director. She says a newer 

term for SIDs is Sudden Unexplained Infant Death Syndrome. In addition to that, the department looks into 

associated sleep related deaths like accidental suffocation, strangulation or asphyxia. In 2013 there were 107 infants 

that passed away from sleep related causes. Some of those could be SIDS or some could be from SUDI. Yet others 

are caused by unsafe sleep conditions. This accounts for 20% of the infant mortality in the state of Alabama. That 

would account for 107 babies that the risk can be reduced for. It is possible to educate the public on ways to reduce 

SIDs and SUDI. That 20% is a slight increase from the prior year. That number is based upon a three to five year 

trend and the total number of births taking place within the state. In 2013 there were 58,162 live births in the state. 

The year before there were a few more births but less deaths. Stratton says looking at that trending is very important. 

She says in 2013 unsafe sleep, SIDs and SUDI accounted for between 18 and 19% and it went up slightly for 2013. 

SIDS is a very complicated diagnosis. For SIDS the medical history has to be looked into. It also requires a death 

scene investigation. Also an autopsy is done on these babies. There is no true diagnosis or cause of SIDS. Usually 

there is a multitude of factors. Sometimes in SIDS case, the cause is never pin pointed. The research that is being 

done now, is focusing on brain genetic situations and the flow of oxygen and carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide in 

those babies.  A true SIDS diagnosis is when a baby is put to sleep in a crib or basinet on his back with no co-

sleeping or bumper pads and no other factors playing into that infant death. For SUDI, the Sudden Unexplained 

Death of an Infant, there may still be an unknown cause for that infant death but there are other underline 

circumstances. The baby might be placed in the crib alone but on his stomach vs. the safer way, on the back.  Then 

other circumstances come into play like suffocation, strangulation, asphyxia, co-sleeping etc. Other risk factors 

include maternal smoking, drug use etc. All these risk factors, according to Stratton can be reduced when they are 

addressed early. Early intervention can certainly reduce the risk of SUDI.  Children who are at the highest risk of 

SIDS and SUDI are typically between the ages of one month to one year. Between one month and six months is the 

highest risk age of mortality. The Safe to Sleep Campaign in started in the 1990s and through the public awareness, 

SIDS and SUDI were reduced by 50%.  
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Linnea Conely, a Consultant with the Stepping Up Initiative. Many of the people 

with mental illnesses in our society are held behind prison bars without getting proper treatment. Crimes are often 

committed by people who have mental issues and instead of them receiving treatment for their mental illness, they 

end up in prison. After serving jail or prison time, these people end up offending again due to their untreated mental 

state and going back to jail or prison. Nationally, up to 18% of prison inmates have a serious mental illness. In the 

general population it’s 6%. So there are three times as many people in prisons and jail who have a serious mental 

illness. Serious mental illnesses refer to schizophrenia, bipolar disorder or severe depression. Those are the main 

three. She says even though the numbers are not measured on a year to year basis, the number is steadily increasing.   

Conely says the reason for the increase is because of the closing of so many state mental hospitals. The closings 

wasn’t a bad thing, she says, because the mental hospitals were run much like prisons and the decision was made to 

place mental patients in a treatment center in their own communities. She says it is a wonderful idea and it really 

does work. “The problem is that no funding was placed in the community programs, so the hospitals closed, the 

funding went away and the communities were left facing the problem,” Conely states. Now, people who would have 

been patients in mental hospitals receiving treatment are ending up in jail and prison. Prisons and jails are the largest 

suppliers of mental health services in our country today. It is a public safety issue for the person suffering from the 

mental illness. While in jail, that person is at a greater risk of being harmed. Psychiatrists say the people who are in 

the worse state of mental illness are not those who are moving about violently on the streets but those who are 

huddled up in a corner. These are the people in great risk of harm especially from some of the other prisoners. 

Another reason mental illness is a public safety issue is because their reality is not everyone else’s reality. “What 

they see, we don’t see but it is very real to them” according to Conely. She says this “other reality” mindset of the 

mentally ill inmate can cause problems with the correctional officers who are not trained in what to do with someone 

like that. The correctional officer could cause harm to the person or the person could cause harm to the officer. 

Mentally disturbed people are released from prison and jail and they can cause tragedies if they are not supervised. 

While in jail, they can see a doctor who may prescribe medication to get them stabilized. Once they are released 

from jail and prison they go out into society without treatment or medications and they may commit a crime and get 

arrested again. Stepping Up is a national initiative who goal is to reduce the number of mentally ill people who go to 

jail. They ask counties throughout the nation to pass a resolution in support of Stepping Up. The resolution states 

that it is understood that this is a problem and that someone is working on a solution. Montgomery, Elmore and 

Autauga Counties have all passed the resolution. Local law enforcement is in full support of the initiative to work on 

solutions to this serious problem.      
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Lt. Richard Brackin and Cpt. Ashley Payton with Montgomery Fire and Rescue to 

discuss flooding in the local area.  In the last two years there were two flooding events that have had a significant 

impact on the city. These are cases where the dive team have had to be dispatched or respond to an area. The team 

rescues people who are trapped in houses, cars and underwater. Other flooding events have happened but not on as 

large a scale as the two referred to. Flooding events are becoming more frequent but according to Lt. Brackin, it is 

not known whether it is because of the rescue teams capabilities. He says just a few years ago they were not capable 

of responding to situations as they are now. The upgrade of technology and training has made responding to flood 

events much easier and faster. The increased number of boats and personnel causes them to work as multifaceted 

teams. The word has gotten around the city that the team is able to respond more. Perhaps this is the reason for the 

increase in the amount of calls they receive. Nationally in 2015, flooding took place in May, September and October 

that were catastrophes. For 2015 around 88 people died due to floods. Those are not accurate numbers but on 

average the nation has about 200 flood related fatalities a year. According to Brackin, even though the local EMA 

signal goes out to warn people of the coming storms, people need to familiarize themselves with weather patterns for 

the areas where they live. This helps prepare them for the possible flooding and it helps save lives. Some flood 

waters rise faster than anyone could imagine. It is safer not to drive through a puddle of water when it looks like 

shallow water but it turns out to be deep enough to sweep the vehicle off the roadway. The men mentions how 

difficult it is to rescue people in various situations. Some rescue workers have lost their lives trying to rescue other 

people. They say that people need to use common since when they are in flooding situations. Plan and stay informed 

are the two top preventative measures.    
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Eric Snitl, a local meteorologist about weather safety and how to prepare for the 

upcoming tornado season. Snitl says Alabama is a more weather savvy state. That is because we get a weekly 

pattern of severe weather at least once per week. The state is well educated about severe weather due to the frequent 

severe weather patterns over the years. Even though we get plenty of warnings and plenty of instructions on what to 

do, we still have those situations where there is a significant number of deaths and injuries to occur. Historically, 

April is the busiest month for tornados. Snitl says the number of warnings seem to be trending up year after year. 

But he says it’s not that we are getting more tornados but keep in mind, there are more people in densely populated 

areas, more phones and electronic devises and faster more efficient ways of reporting about tornado sightings. He 

says he doesn’t believe we are having more severe weather but more severe weather being reported. There are 

seasons of peaks and valleys but overall, it is the trend of technology enabling us to report the severe weather rather 

than an increase of severe weather. Factors that may cause a tornado to develop is still a mystery, however it is 

known that wind shear, rising air in the atmosphere can turn into a tornado but sometimes it doesn’t. He says 

because Alabama is a weather savvy state, we don’t have as many deaths from tornados and severe weather as many 

other parts of the world. However, he says we are not any more or less susceptible to anything than in other places. 

Alabama seems to be a hot spot for severe weather, he says. Snitl says warnings and watches are given out 5, 10 and 

15 minutes of lead time. This is much more time than 10 years ago. The advances in technology is saving lives by 

people having personal weather radios and the use of the internet. People have more time to get to safety after 

hearing an alert. Snitl goes on to give instructions during the interview of what to do in the cases of watches and 

warnings.     
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CBN News Reporter Mark Martin Reports: It's been called a "bar code on steroids." Radio Frequency Identification 

identifies people or things and transmits information through microchips. Is it all about convenience, or are there 

biblical implications? A banner at the International Association of Amusement Parks and Attractions Expo, or 

IAAPA as it is known, reads "Prepare to be thrilled!" And if you're into amusement parks, the expo is the place to 

be. Each year, theme park entertainment grows more exciting and cutting edge, like the Tm-Trackless Ride Systems. 

From trackless to cashless, the operators described the latest ways to make the park experience more convenient for 

customers and employees. That includes RFID. RFID uses radio waves to transmit information at a distance. A 

microchip in an RFID tag contains unique identification numbers. Tom Foster, who works for Precision Dynamics 

Corporation, said the organization pioneered the technology around the turn of the century. Companies like PDC, 

which produce RFID products, say the technology helps with areas such as access control, keyless entry, and 

cashless point of sale. Precision Dynamics developed the first kiosk that dispenses and encodes RFID wristbands for 

amusement park purchases. It's like a wallet on your wrist.  It raises a number of questions, however, like what about 

privacy? And can the information on that wristband be stolen? Consumer privacy expert Dr. Katherine Albrecht is 

concerned about RFID technology in general and what the future holds. She said their goal is to track the consumer's 

habits. Beyond the privacy concerns, Albrecht said RFID technology carries biblical implications, with hobbyists 

embedding microchips into their flesh. Radio isn't the only way that she is getting her message out about the dangers 

of RFID technology and what it can lead to. She's also a best-selling author, writing books for both adults and 

children. Albrecht has devoted a decade to studying RFID. One result of her research is the book, "Spychips: How 

Major Corporations and Government Plan to Track Your Every Move with RFID."  She especially wants to reach 

younger readers with her book "I Won't Take the Mark, a Bible Book and Contract for Children" to help kids 

understand the book of Revelation. Albrecht is working to change that, wanting people to think before blindly 

accepting new tracking technology. 
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Leigh Willis with the Montgomery County Health Department to discuss 

environmental issues in the local area. Willis says one of the main challenges facing her department is that the 

public needs to be more aware of what the department does. When the department tells the public not to sell food 

from their own kitchen or try to install their own sceptic tank, often there are misunderstandings from the public. 

The County Health Department has been proactive in educating the public by attending health fairs and other 

functions to bring awareness. By educating the public, the misunderstandings have diminished. There are divisions 

in environmental health.  The Food and Lodging division is responsible for regulating health and safety in 

restaurants, hotels, daycares and prisons. The On-Site Sewage division will inspect sceptic tank placements, permits 

and installations. They also do swimming pools and solid waste. The food division pays a surprise visit to 

restaurants and grocery stores. Depending on the types of foods, whether it is prepackaged or raw foods, inspectors 

from the County Health Department will inspect some restaurants every three months and others every four months. 

For retail food stores, a surprise visit is made to make sure they are packaging meat properly. They also go 

throughout the grocery stores to check the dates on the canned foods to insure they are within a certain date range. 

These inspections are to prevent food borne illnesses. E.coli, Salmonella and other illnesses are based on employee 

hygiene.  The department will observe the employees and how they are handling food. Cross contamination can 

occur when utensils are used on more than one type of meat without washing and sanitizing them correctly. They 

make sure the meat is stored properly and cooked at the proper temperatures. Hotels are checked for cleanliness. 

They are inspected for insects and rodents. Willis says, “We’re out to help the public. If anyone is paying to use that 

hotel, we want to make sure they get to stay in as clean a hotel as possible.” The department does not fine for a 

violation but they will give a restaurant or hotel a notice of violation. Depending on the discrepancy, the 

establishment is given a certain amount of time to make the corrections. The time given to make corrections can 

range from 24 hours to up to 10 days. All of those records are public information. Hotel swimming pools are 

inspected as well as community pools, youth development organizations and apartment complex pools. There are 

recreational water illnesses that the public needs to prepare for, even though none of these have been found in 

Montgomery County. E.coli and crypto diseases can come from the swimming pools. She goes on to say that 

swimming pools need to be properly sanitized to prevent diseases. People living outside of the cities are responsible 

for having their own sewage and disposal drainage systems.  Sceptic tanks can be installed and inspected by the 

health department. To insure proper installations, the health department must issue the permits for installation and 

regulate its proper use. Garbage trucks are inspected on how they transport solid waste and the health department 

tries to maintain a close watch to keep the environment free of contaminations caused by waste materials. 
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Ashley Henderson with Clean Water Partnership to talk about the cleanliness of our 

water streams and how it impacts the environment. None point source pollution is what the organization focusses on. 

This type of pollution is understood by first knowing what point pollution is and that is water coming from a source 

like a pipe. Therefore, none point pollution which is the number one type of pollution all across the country 

researched by the EPA, would be pollution that comes through storm water. When it rains and the water goes across 

the landscape and picks up all kinds of things and ends up in our rivers, streams and eventually drinking water, it is a 

none point pollutant. Sediment which is soil that flows into the rivers is particularly harmful and plentiful. Pathogens 

which are bacteria and viruses are found in the sediment. Each state has a list of impaired streams and Alabama has 

several. Those streams don’t meet the water quality for their use. It is noted that there is an increased number of 

streams on that list for sediments and for pathogens. Water pollutants are anything that end up in our streams that 

cause water quality issues. Those issues can be chemical, biological or sediment issues. Often there are things that 

can cause water quality issues that people don’t recognize as pollutants. In the city, the water has fewer places that 

prevents it from going into the ground, such as a sidewalk, a street, a rooftop or parking lot. So when it rains, the 

water lands on those surfaces and flows into the storm water, gutters, creek line ditches and pipes. That water takes 

everything that is on those surfaces with it to the rivers and streams. For instance, if there is a car parked in the 

driveway with a motor oil leak, the rain will wash the oil all the way to the storm drains and into creeks and rivers. 

The storm water is not treated as many people think it is. It flows directly to the rivers and streams. Once the water 

gets to the major rivers, creeks and streams it will flow into the Alabama River. The Alabama River eventually 

drains into the Gulf of Mexico. Animal life is affected especially aquatic species. Fish, snails, turtles, frogs, muscles, 

snakes etc. make up the large variety of aquatic species in the state of Alabama. This state has one of the largest 

variety of river animals in the country. Alabama is called a worldwide hotspot for aquatic diversity. When someone 

places fertilizer on their lawn before a big rain, the rain washes the fertilizer into the streams. The fertilizer then 

fertilizes algae in the water causing it to populate. But when the algae dies, it decreases oxygen. All the aquatic 

species need oxygen in the water to live. The other problem is when sediment goes into the water it covers the 

bottom of the creeks killing the muscles and other bottom feeding animals. It clouds the water making it difficult for 

animals and fish to find food. The Clean Water Partnership made up of all types of people hosting quarterly forums, 

providing educational materials and networking to inform people of the issues. Educating school children about 

what they and their parents can do to protect water quality is a part of what they do. She mentions how they teach 

people how to build a rain barrel and other things they can do to help protect water quality. They also do on the 

ground projects such as a rain garden, which causes water to go into the ground to be used by plants instead of 

flowing into the creeks and streams. Finally, Henderson says it is very important for citizens to get educated on none 

point water pollution because we need to work together to protect the quality of the water in our state.  
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Dr. Sonja Thomas with the Alabama Cooperative Extension Center to discuss 

pesticide safety issues. Dr. Thomas says here in the Montgomery area, we do not have a lot of safety concerns 

involving pesticides. However, the problems most seen in this area are that people are not reading labels and not 

following the instructions on the labels. Usually, when there is a health concern regarding pesticides it is when 

people use old containers or do not properly dispose containers. Often people will place water in an old container 

and use it while pesticide residue is still in the container. Other problems occur when people place pesticides in 

bottles not originally labeled as pesticide and will misuse the product. Yet Thomas emphasizes that the number of 

these occurrences in Montgomery is very low.  Pesticides are chemicals used to remove or manage a pest. She says 

people will define a pest in different ways. One person may think of a butterfly as a pest whereas, another person 

would think of a cockroach as a pest. Depending on the individual, a pest is anything that is out of place. A pest 

could be a plant. Even a rosebush could be considered a pest. Depending on what the pest is for the individual would 

determine how one would control or manage the pest. Thomas says pesticides affect the environment in a number of 

ways good and bad. The good thing about pesticides is that they can keep our environment clean and safe in many 

ways. Household cleaners, laundry detergents and disinfectants are pesticides that keep us healthy and clean. There 

are over 6300 pesticides that are labeled by EPA (Environmental Protection Agency). Most of us think of pesticides 

as those used by farmers and commercial use. But there are pesticides used in our daily life. Sanitary wipes with 

chemicals on them are considered pesticide. Pesticides are made to keep us healthy safe and clean. However if they 

are misused they can cause harm or damage. Usually, to prevent the misuse of a chemical, it is vitally important to 

read the labels. The labels will tell us what symptoms to look for if the product is misused and what to do if these 

symptoms occur. The labels tell us what to expect if the chemical is inhaled, swallowed, splashed into the eyes or 

touched on the skin. Depending on the product, the symptoms could range from dizziness, blurred vision, vomiting, 

itching or burning etc. She says all we need to know is on the labels already and that labels must be read before 

applying that product. She adds that the labels are under the law and if anyone uses a product against the label, they 

are actually breaking the law. The labels give directions and proper use of the product and is the best protection for 

the environment and individuals using pesticides. Pesticide poisoning can be acute or chronic and can sometimes 

mimic flu type symptoms. It is always a good idea to see a doctor when pesticide poisoning is suspected. 
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Emily Vanderford with Alabama State Parks. She discusses how the state budget cuts 

have affected the parks in Alabama. Vanderford says even though budget cuts have significantly affected the parks, 

they are still able to function and have business as usual. She says she doesn’t think the cuts will have long term 

affects and that the future will be more secure. Five parks had to close on last year because of the budget. However, 

two of them reopened because of local government partners who were able to get them back opened for the public. 

Hopefully there will be no more closings any time soon, she says. She mentions many people are working to secure 

the funding to keep the parks open. Currently Alabama is operating 19 parks. Three of the parks are easily accessible 

to the Montgomery River Region area. There are parks from the mountains in the north to the gulf in the south 

portion of the state. She says each park has the ability to allow people to enjoy the outdoors with camp sites, fishing, 

hiking, swimming, hunting, cabins, hiking and exploring. She says all the parks provide an experience for families 

to enjoy the environment. She says Alabama is the most bio diverse states east of the Mississippi River. There are 

several park naturalists across the state to educate tourists and students on how to take care of the natural resources 

and keep the environment safe. They host interpretive programs for school groups and for people of all ages. They 

give guided tours in all areas such as the forest, the rivers, beaches, caves and mountains. She warns about some of 

the dangers in the parks like poison ivy and a few wild animals to stay away from. She discusses the reasons some 

people get lost in the parks and why it is important to remain close to a group. She says there is always trained 

personnel to search and find lost people but the trails are very well marked to prevent guests from getting lost. She 

says there are always risks in being in the great outdoors but the risk is worth it because the benefits outweigh the 

bad. She says in Alabama there are over 4500 different animal species. All of them set the stage for the environment 

in Alabama and the way people respond to them. She says wildlife conservation is important to the environment.  
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Richard Tharp with the Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources. 

The outbreak of coyotes have become a great concern for the people in the River region and around the state of 

Alabama. He says coyotes are seen in all 67 counties however when they are located in the suburban areas like the 

city of Montgomery, this is when coyote issues become a problem. The population of coyotes have not increased 

significantly, however as the human population stretches out into the suburban areas coyotes and other animals feel 

their territory has been invaded. They then begin searching for other places to habitat. This is why people are seeing 

more and more coyotes on the move. The department is getting several calls about coyote sightings in people’s yards 

and neighborhoods. He says coyotes are part of the landscape in Montgomery. The danger is low as far as coyotes 

wanting to deal with humans. But the real danger is to pets especially for small pets. Coyotes are omnivores, in that 

they are not very selective as to what they eat. They may devour small pets but they may also get rid of rats and 

other unwanted creatures in the area. Coyotes are nocturnal animals. They search for food at night and generally 

sleep in the day time. However, in the spring while they are breading, they will be seen moving about in daylight 

hours. This is when more calls and complaints come in. Tharp says even though these animals don’t normally attack 

humans, when confronted with a coyote, it is best to yell at the creature and make noise. This usually frightens the 

animal away. To keep coyotes out of your yard, Tharp suggests removing the things they would be attracted to such 

as bowls of pet food, water buckets and cut back bushes and shrubbery.   
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Ghandi Williams and Cynthia Bisbee                                                                        

with the Wellness Coalition of Montgomery to discuss healthcare training for professionals and about people who 

don’t have medical insurance. Last year over 1200 people who did not have health insurance were serviced through 

the Wellness Coalition. That number is on the increase. Some clients may obtain a job that offers health insurance 

but after losing the job they will return to the coalition for help. One of the primary reasons people don’t have 

adequate health insurance is the high premiums. Unemployment is another reason people don’t have insurance. This 

lack of insurance keeps people from going to the doctor often when they really need to. Many people are afraid of 

receiving the bill for going to the doctor and they don’t know about the local resources available to help with the 

high cost of medical care. 15.8% of people in Alabama under the age of 65 are without heal insurance. In the 

coverage area of this TV station, 11 – 20% of the people are without insurance. Some healthcare professionals lack 

the training they need while treating patients who have no health insurance. Many people are not aware of how to 

get health insurance for other people nor do they have time to fill out the papers. Going on healthcar.gov takes about 

45 minutes to enroll someone. A busy practice doesn’t know how to do that, so they are not aware of how that is 

done. People without health insurance usually get good quality services when they are able to access them. Most 

health providers do the best they can for patients but the problem is limited access for the uninsured. The Wellness 

Coalition helps people to enroll and access adequate, free or low cost healthcare for the uninsured. Case managers 

also help people with managing their diseases. The government has identified rural areas as healthcare professional 

shortage areas and these areas are targeted for case managers to locate people needing education and assistance.  

Most of the time, the problem is the lack of transportation to get to a doctor. The common diseases left untreated due 

to lack of insurance include, diabetes, high blood pressure, heart disease and mental illness. Mental patients have 

very expensive medicines and the coalition works with pharmacists to help them receive their medications without 

worrying about the high cost of the prescription.  
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Rick Murphy with Iron Men Outdoor Ministries. Iron Men Outdoor Ministries work 

primarily with children with disabilities whose families are struggling financially. Often these families are having 

trouble providing for their children and the ministry helps to take the financial burden off the parents.  Rick says that 

the number of families in this condition ranges in the thousands in the River Region area. He says there is a small 

increase in the number of families struggling financially with children who have disabilities. He says the range of 

disabilities the children have include limb loss, quadriplegics, paraplegics, spinal bifida, hearing loss or vision loss. 

He says the children simply wish they could get outside and play like other children but they don’t have the means 

to go out and experience what others do due to lack of funding. His ministry provides for those children to go out 

and hunt, fish and learn some of the outdoor sports that other children enjoy while in their current condition. The 

cost of medication and treatment for the children with disabilities is astronomical. Parents are overwhelmed with 

trying to pay for treatments that they have little time to allow the child to have fun and enjoy childhood. The 

children then feel imprisoned by their circumstances which makes living with a disability even more difficult. The 

ministry not only relieves the financial burden but also deals with the emotional and psychological strain as well.     
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Mona Davis with the Montgomery Public School System to discuss the free breakfast 

and free lunch and the back pack programs. Up to 19 schools are being served with the back pack program currently.  

Davis says that issues dealing with poverty directly effects the performance of the students in the classroom. She 

says six out of ten students who eat at school are eating their primary meals at school. They don’t get to eat full 

meals at home. Teachers in the Montgomery school system are reporting that the majority of the students who come 

to school are coming to school hungry. Davis says we all know that no one can really learn while they are hungry. 

She adds that if there are other concerns such as health problems, lack of resources like clothing, money and parental 

support, a student will perform poorly in school and may even drop out eventually. She says across the country 

when businesses are closing, it is impacting children who go to schools. When parents lose their jobs and sources of 

income, children may lack the very essentials such as food. Miss Davis says she believes that hunger is increasing 

among school age children. She says as more resources are available more people are admitting to having needs. 

Because there is such a stigma to being poor in our country, people are reluctant to acknowledge that they need help. 

So, the Montgomery Public School System decided to give free breakfast and lunch to all students so as not to single 

out certain ones. Also, the back pack program incorporates local churches and nonprofit groups to get involved with 

helping school aged children with food on the weekends when they are out of school. On Fridays, teachers and 

school administrators place the food items donated from the churches into the back packs of needy students so that 

they will have food to eat over the weekend. Also Miss Davis adds that the foods the children receive at school is 

more nutritious than what they get from home. Usually, people who are struggling economically will not be able to 

afford the best foods. They buy chips and canned foods filled with salts and nitrates because they are cheaper. But 

school meals provide proteins, vegetables and fruits to supply nutrients needed for development of the body and 

brain.                                                                                                                            

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 18 of 32 
The figure described as Topic Segment Duration is based on our good faith judgment and may not represent the exact time. 
March 31, 2016 

         TOPIC 

            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  

TITLE             Economy  28:45            13:36               L        PA/O   03/07/16      05:30PM 

                            03/08/16      03:30AM 

JOY IN               03/12/16      02:30PM 

OUR TOWN                 

#030716                   

                                                                                                                                                     

             

                 

  

Host Felicia Taylor interviews Dr. Kylle McKinney with the Social Security Administration to discuss women and 

social security benefits. He says one of the questions women ask often is, “when can I retire?”  They want to know 

the correct age for retirement. Others who are divorced want to know the kind of benefits they would be eligible for. 

Also they want to know about spousal benefits and disability benefits etc. They ask about their children and what 

they are eligible for in various circumstances. He says there are more and more questions coming in from women 

especially as the “Baby Boomers” are reaching retirement age. Now that more women are working, the chances of 

women becoming disabled are increasing over the last five years. Social Security is not just for older people retiring. 

McKinney says Social Security Administration was set up in 1935 as a pay as you go type system, meaning the 

employers and employees were funding the retirees of the day. Since that time more of the retirees have benefitted 

from this program. This has served as a safety net to keep people from going into poverty. In addition to paying 

retirement, Social Security also pays survival benefits as well as disability benefits. One can be disabled and receive 

S.S. benefits under certain criteria and a survival can also under certain instances as well. He says women should be 

aware of the fact that S.S. is neutral. It is not a gender specific agency. Whether a person is male or female their 

earnings will be counted and looked at the same. He says, “Because you are a woman it does not make our decisions 

toward your benefits any different if you were a man.” He goes on to say, “We look at your work history to 

determine your eligibility as one of the factors in deciding your benefits.” In the cases of a married woman vs. a 

single woman with or without children, McKinney states that the criteria is the same. The benefits only differ 

depending on the various situations such as a married couple approaching retirement at the same time would 

obviously get more benefits based on the two incomes. Then he says benefits are paid to eligible children up to age 

18. He mentions factors such as age, insurance, work history etc. all playing a role in determining the benefits of a 

recipient. McKinny gives a number of scenarios as examples of who is eligible to receive Social Security Benefits.   
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Brian Jones with the Alabama Tourism Department who says overall tourism in the 

state of Alabama is an economic impact of about 12.6 billion dollars per year. Last year there were around 24 

million visitors that came into our state. From the north at the Huntsville space center down to the beaches in the 

south, Alabama is a strong tourist attraction. In Alabama there is such a huge geographical diversity. Jones says, 

“For people who love the mountains, we have the mountains. For people who love the downtown life, we have that. 

The forests, lakes and the beautiful beaches are all a part of Alabama life.” He says it’s easy to market Alabama for 

relaxation and a good time. In 2015 tourism was up 7 percent from the previous year. “We have grown in the last ten 

years, every single year regardless of how the economy has fluctuated. Tourism brings in an estimated $890 million 

a year in Montgomery. Just as important as the economic impact that tourism is having on the state is the number of 

jobs brought in. In Montgomery alone, is around 13,800 jobs that are here just because of the tourism and travel 

industry. Tourism jobs are unlike other jobs where one can point and say, “Hey, there is a tourism plant”. Instead, 

tourism jobs are spread throughout the state at hotels, restaurants, attractions, museums etc. Tourism jobs are spread 

across the state. Gas prices as low as they are now is a help for our economy because Alabama is a drive into state. 

People traveling from neighboring states, Mississippi, Georgia, Florida and Tennessee have to stop in Alabama for 

gas, food, supplies and even to sleep over. Those dollars are good for our economy. The beaches in Alabama are 

closer to some people in neighboring states than their own beaches. Therefore, they see the Alabama beaches as 

their own. The average person traveling through Alabama will spend roughly $150.00 per day. Marketing and paid 

advertising to attract tourist to our state, Jones says, is really paying off. Each year the marketing strategies 

emphasize a different them. Last year the theme was barbeque, where various barbeque restaurants were highlighted 

across the state. This year is the year of Alabama makers, to feature craftsmen, artists, welders, auto makers etc. 

Jones says Alabama tourism is a big industry having a sound impact on the Alabama economy.  
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Samuel Brooks with the Southern Poverty Law Center. The discussion is about the 

debtor’s prisons in the state of Alabama. Brooks says after looking at the situation in Alabama where so many 

people are placed in jails and prison simply because they could not pay their fees and fines, his office decided 

something must be done. He says it is clearly unconstitutional and clearly illegal. He says it is bad policy. We should 

not have a two tier system of justice. He states that people are being punished just because they are poor. He says the 

city of Montgomery has taken steps to have new reforms and new procedures to insure that people could have 

alternatives. These new reforms by the city of Montgomery seem to be working well. The city is not seeing the 

problems that occurred before. He says the courts in Montgomery will note that if a person is in the lower income 

bracket that they have an opportunity to do community service. Also, they are working with people on a low 

payment plan to give them an opportunity to pay off their debts. It may not be the perfect plan but it is certainly 

better than before, according to Brooks. He says as more courts across the state and around the country are 

becoming more aware of the illegal practice of punishing the poor, more changes are being made slowly but surely. 

Recently the Poverty Law Center sued a court in Alexander City and now things are starting to change there. He 

says SPLC is working to bring awareness in other cities as well. He says he is especially impressed with the courts 

around the state that are changing policies without the intervention of the Southern Poverty Law Center. When a 

judge is threatening someone with jail for not making a payment, it is against the ethical rules of being a judge. 

Many judges are rethinking their policies and starting to change how they rule on certain cases where people are not 

paying off their debt. Debtor’s Prison is a pay or stay plan. It means if a judge finds a person guilty and fines the 

person $200 and asks the person to pay immediately. If the person is unable to pay the $200 then the judge would 

place that person in jail. In some cases the judge might give the person a little bit of time to pay it off and if the 

person cannot pay it in that time, then he would go to jail. Of course the Supreme Court says it’s okay to jail 

someone if they intentionally miss paying their fines. If a person willfully and spitefully refuse to pay a fine, the 

courts need to be able to do something about that. If a person is simply unable to pay, that person needs to have 

alternatives. These illegal practices have a profound impact on the economy. For the individuals going through the 

situation, it is especially devastating. For a person who is already living from paycheck to paycheck and already 

struggling to pay bills and feed a family, paying court costs only adds to the current hardships for that person. This 

would push that poor person deeper into poverty. That would make it necessary for that person to need public 

benefits which will affect the local and national economy. Brooks says we ought to be giving every individual an 

opportunity to get past the ticket and get on their feet so they can get on with their lives. 
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Samuel Brooks with the Southern Poverty Law Center. The discussion is about the 

debtor’s prisons in the state of Alabama. Brooks says after looking at the situation in Alabama where so many 

people are placed in jails and prison simply because they could not pay their fees and fines, his office decided 

something must be done. He says it is clearly unconstitutional and clearly illegal. He says it is bad policy. We should 

not have a two tier system of justice. He states that people are being punished just because they are poor. He says the 

city of Montgomery has taken steps to have new reforms and new procedures to insure that people could have 

alternatives. These new reforms by the city of Montgomery seem to be working well. The city is not seeing the 

problems that occurred before. He says the courts in Montgomery will note that if a person is in the lower income 

bracket that they have an opportunity to do community service. Also, they are working with people on a low 

payment plan to give them an opportunity to pay off their debts. It may not be the perfect plan but it is certainly 

better than before, according to Brooks. He says as more courts across the state and around the country are 

becoming more aware of the illegal practice of punishing the poor, more changes are being made slowly but surely. 

Recently the Poverty Law Center sued a court in Alexander City and now things are starting to change there. He 

says SPLC is working to bring awareness in other cities as well. He says he is especially impressed with the courts 

around the state that are changing policies without the intervention of the Southern Poverty Law Center. When a 

judge is threatening someone with jail for not making a payment, it is against the ethical rules of being a judge. 

Many judges are rethinking their policies and starting to change how they rule on certain cases where people are not 

paying off their debt. Debtor’s Prison is a pay or stay plan. It means if a judge finds a person guilty and fines the 

person $200 and asks the person to pay immediately. If the person is unable to pay the $200 then the judge would 

place that person in jail. In some cases the judge might give the person a little bit of time to pay it off and if the 

person cannot pay it in that time, then he would go to jail. Of course the Supreme Court says it’s okay to jail 

someone if they intentionally miss paying their fines. If a person willfully and spitefully refuse to pay a fine, the 

courts need to be able to do something about that. If a person is simply unable to pay, that person needs to have 

alternatives. These illegal practices have a profound impact on the economy. For the individuals going through the 

situation, it is especially devastating. For a person who is already living from paycheck to paycheck and already 

struggling to pay bills and feed a family, paying court costs only adds to the current hardships for that person. This 

would push that poor person deeper into poverty. That would make it necessary for that person to need public 

benefits which will affect the local and national economy. Brooks says we ought to be giving every individual an 

opportunity to get past the ticket and get on their feet so they can get on with their lives. 
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Tony Garrett the Executive Director of Central Alabama’s Crime Stoppers. The 

discussion is about identity theft cases in Montgomery and the River Region. Garrett says the exact statistics of how 

many I.D. thefts occur in the area would have to come from law enforcement. He can only say there are many I.D. 

thefts that take place in and around the Montgomery area. Crime Stoppers is a nonprofit organization that assists law 

enforcement in solving many of their cases. Since Crime Stoppers began, the number of identity theft cases 

increased up until now. There are one or two reports of I.D. theft every week. Identity theft is anytime someone 

steels the identity information of another person. In most cases, people who steal personal information from an 

individual, are trying to gain some type of monetary advantage. The most prevalent type of I.D. theft is credit card 

theft. People are able to take information from a credit card and create a clone credit card. The thief will take that 

card and go to stores and purchase as many things as possible before the owner is made aware of the theft. The 

average credit card thief will have the stolen card for an average of one or two days and then discard it. With a 

cloned credit card, a thief won’t allow the store clerk to swipe the card, they will claim the card is damaged and that 

it would be best to just type in the number. So they can give the store clerk all the information needed because they 

stole it. He says the average person who keeps track of their bank account and reconciles their statements at least 

monthly. He says some credit card companies will notice some irregular activities and will call the card holder to 

verify certain purchases. This checking system helps the card holder to keep track of what is going on with the credit 

card and if identity theft has happened. It is important for the card holders to know what type of security measures 

are on their credit card accounts. Online theft is easy for certain hackers because we live in an age where we want 

everything quick and in a hurry. So, online shopping is a growing trend. While shopping online, people give out 

personal information, sometimes to unknown companies and individuals. According to Garrett, hackers can gain 

access to personal information and use it for personal gain. This is a form of identity theft. It is not always easy to 

guard one’s I.D. online. Once it is out there, it may go into the wrong hands. There is software available to help 

secure one’s identity online, however, none of the programs can prove to be 100% hacker proof. He also mentions 

that consumers need to be aware of giving out information while entering contests to win a prize. Often the vender 

will take down information such as addresses, social security numbers and other identifying information and sell that 

information to other companies. We never know whose hands our information may end up in, it is just important to 

track our accounts, watch them closely and be careful of what information we are sharing with strangers.  
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Hollie Worley with the U.S. Attorney’s Office to discuss human trafficking in the 

Montgomery area. Worley says there is a rise in the number of human trafficking cases in the Montgomery area. She 

says the reason for this rise is due to the public awareness of human trafficking. Human trafficking is just like 

modern day slavery, she says. It is not a new thing. Human trafficking encompasses both sex trafficking and labor 

trafficking. Human trafficking is basically compelling someone to work or provide sexual services against their will.   

Montgomery is in a central location to the places where human trafficking is big business such as Birmingham, 

Atlanta, Nashville, Knoxville etc. People travel through Montgomery making stops at hotels and restaurants to 

conduct their “business”. Victims are transported between cities through Montgomery. Worley says the children are 

at risk. The victims are not just women but anyone with a vulnerability such as a homeless person, drug addicts, 

children, mentally challenged and so forth. Anyone could be a victim because the perpetrators are looking for 

anyone with a vulnerability that they can exploit. The average age for sex trafficking victims would be between the 

ages of 11 and 14 years of age. Sometimes perpetrators will use prostitutes as victims. Some tricks used to lure 

victims is to make the victim feel like it’s their own choice and that they cannot trust law enforcement. She says it’s 

very hard for a victim to get out of the situation because of the “brain washing” techniques used by the perpetrator. 

Worley says it is very important that if citizens see something unusual going on, they should contact law 

enforcement right away so that intervention can begin as soon as possible. It is hard to measure the average lifespan 

of a person involved in human trafficking because many die without anyone’s knowledge that they were a victim of 

human trafficking. When many die, their stories die with them. Worley mentions some signs to look for to recognize 

an individual who might be a victim of human or sex trafficking includes, persons not wanting to speak to you and 

making little or no eye contact, usually they will have an older individual with them that they will call their 

“boyfriend”, but the boyfriend is doing all the talking for them. She says this is a definite sign that something 

strange is going on. Also, she mentions that a person may have multiple hotel room keys if they are involved in 

human trafficking. Another sign that a young person is involved in sex trafficking is when a girl is wearing sexy low 

cut clothing that is inappropriate for her age. Children who are trafficked at night may still go to school but miss a 

lot of time in school are often victims of sex trafficking. Many labor traffic victims are noncitizens of the U.S. and 

they work on farms for little pay, yet they have to pay the trafficker for the living arrangements. Traffickers can be 

charged under a federal and state statutes. Based on the facts and circumstances of the case, even kidnapping 

charges can be brought against such individuals. Worley says perpetrators are looking for vulnerable victims and the 

best thing the public can do is to call law enforcement if they see a child that is obviously abused or neglected. The 

public should not get involved putting themselves at risk but should report suspicious activity to law enforcement to 

let them get involved. 
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Seth Gowen, Deputy District Attorney of Montgomery County to discuss crimes 

against senior citizens. He says the “Baby Boomer” generation is the fastest growing population of citizens in the 

United States. People born after World War II and up to the early 1960’s make upon the largest population in the 

nation right now. Those individuals who make up the number of senior citizens are becoming more and more 

vulnerable and susceptible to scams and people taking advantage of their age. Often family members and people 

who have access to the senior’s personal information use that information for their own personal gain. There is an 

increase of theft, identity theft, scams, credit card theft and the like because of the increased population of seniors 

and people taking advantage of them. Caregivers and relatives are the usual perpetrators who are stealing their 

money. Seniors usually have a little nest egg or money they have save for retirement but as they decline in health, 

they need someone to take care of them and their assets. Unfortunately, those who should take care of the seniors are 

the ones who steal their money because they have power of attorney and access to their accounts. Law enforcement 

is now trained to protect seniors because of their vulnerability. New measures of protection are developing as the 

crimes against seniors increase. Scammers are also developing new ways to trick seniors out of money. They may 

use a telephone scam method, pretending to be a bank representative calling for information, they can take 

information from computer or even door to door contact. These scammers look for weaknesses in a person who may 

give them too much personal information like date of birth, credit card numbers, social security numbers and so 

forth. The sad thing is, the senior may suddenly be faced with bills because someone opened an account in their 

name, made purchases in their name or taken money from their bank accounts and credit cards. Gowen says people 

are cautioned that if someone calls stating they represent the bank, remember the bank would not ask for information 

they should already have. He says, “It is best to hang up the phone and call who you know at your bank to find out.” 

He adds that it is good to have a routine in the way that you handle bank business. Having a habit of checking and 

reconciling one’s accounts, gives one a sense of control and keeping an eye on the accounts. He says it is an 

inconvenience to recover from a scam. It is important after the discovery of a scam or theft, to contact law 

enforcement, the credit card company, the banks etc. to report the incident and they will help get things back to 

normal as soon as possible. He says the credit institutions in the local area are doing a great job working with law 

enforcement. They are usually the ones who catch frauds and begin the investigation processes. So overall, seniors 

do have more protection than ever, even with the increase of scams and thefts.  
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Randall Houston, District Attorney for the tri-county area of Central Alabama. 

Houston discusses the partial penalties for people who abuse children. He says that very young children who are 

abused are usually abused by family members or someone who is close to the family. Older children may have 

abusers who are outside of the family or caregivers, depending on who they have social contact with. According to 

the Child Protect Agency, Houston says within the last five years they have done 1,441 forensic interviews. That is a 

large number of allegations he says. Not every case that is interviewed ends up as a criminal case or a crime. Some 

of them are unfounded. Abuse involves some kind of physical harm done. It can also include physical, emotional, 

exploitation or neglect. It takes on various forms. Neglect is when a parent or guardian fails to provide the necessary 

services for the child. That can fall under physical, medication, educational or emotional. In some cases Houston 

says the abuse is so atrocious that a parent wouldn’t want to think of those things done to a child. But in most of the 

cases he sees, is the overuse of discipline. When children are beaten so hard that they are left with cuts, bruises, 

whelps on the back and blood pouring from them, this is considered abusive treatment. He says this is different from 

spanking. Spankings can be done without leaving cuts and bruises on a child. When a four and five year old has cuts 

on the body, District Attorney Houston says that’s when law enforcement gets involved. Physical abuse is obvious 

but to charge someone with emotional child abuse is more difficult to do. This is because people are different in how 

they handle harsh speech. However, when a child has been abused, the emotional results can be seen. Houston says, 

he has seen children who could not smile or laugh. The saddest thing in the world to him is to see a little child that is 

unable to smile. Emotionally scarred children cannot express emotions and they often cling to a foster parent for 

dear life. They may have bonded with a foster parent early on and they are very scared to let go. Broken children 

have no joy in their eyes. These are signs of emotionally scarred children. DHR will immediately remove a child 

from a home if there is suspect of abuse. It will be left up to a judge to return the child if the home is deemed fitting. 

Levels of abuse range from class-A felony to a class-A misdemeanor. The worst case of child abuse is when a child 

dies. But there is a pending case of abuse where the 4 year old child was severely abused but lived. The abuser is 

charged with aggravated child abuse. Aggravated child abuse occurs when one has more than one case of child 

abuse. This is a class-B felony. It is abuse applied to a child from infancy to age 16 or 17.  Houston says there is an 

area of the law that needs to be changed. He says we need to provide greater protection to those who are least able to 

protect themselves. He refers to those from infancy to six years old and the elderly. He says for those who cannot 

protect themselves are subjected to this kind of abuse, there should be a greater penalty. There is a bill before the 

legislature called House Bill Number 8 which is pre-filed that if it is passed it will stiffen the laws pertaining to 

abuse and neglect.  
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Sheriff Derrick Cunningham of the Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office about 

vehicle break-ins. The Sheriff says in one night, there were 13 vehicle break-ins. The numbers are countless because 

the cars don’t usually have shattered glass. The criminals simply check door handles for unlocked doors and they 

will open the door and take valuables from the vehicle. They take purses, wallets, phones, guns, bank deposits, 

credit cards or anything they think they can get away with. He says when citizens are careless enough to leave their 

doors unlocked, it is more difficult for law enforcement to keep up with the crimes. Now, the Sheriff Department 

sends out details just to check door handles on vehicles parked in public places. They will lock the doors and leave a 

note for the driver to know the Sheriff Department came by and locked the door. He says it’s a good thing to do but 

there are other things his department could do other than riding around checking car doors at night. There are a few 

people who get upset when the Sheriff locks their car. But he says he would rather error on the side of caution. This 

crime is not just in Montgomery, but it is on the increase statewide. Cunningham says people have valuable firearms 

stolen from their vehicles when they should take them from the vehicle and store them in their homes. Every night, 

crimes of this sort happens. People appear to be out jogging or walking but they are checking car doors. He says no 

neighborhood is exempt from these crimes because it is happening everywhere. When the public is carless to leave 

doors unlocked it could lead to a crime of opportunity. These are not necessarily car theft rings, but crimes of 

opportunity. He says the Sheriff Department and other law enforcement agencies are striving to educate the public 

on how to be cautious and not become victims to these crimes of opportunity. The public can take a more proactive 

approach. 
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CBN News Reporter Chuck Holton Reports: Some in law enforcement call it "The Ferguson Effect." It's the 

growing animosity between police and the communities they serve. With law enforcement officers under 

intense scrutiny both on and off duty and a spike in violence against men and women in blue, many cops 

across the nation are thinking twice about the way they do their jobs. Joe Collins is one of them. He's a 

husband and father of two boys who lives in Blacksburg, Virginia. He's a veteran of both the Marines and 

the U.S. Army. He's seen plenty of combat. When Collins returned from Iraq, he was looking for the same 

type of brotherhood he had in the military. And law enforcement seemed like a good fit. But after 14 years 

with the Montgomery County Sheriff's Department, Collins said police work is not what it used to be. Police 

work has always been a tough job, and sometimes cops go too far. But violence against the police is rising. 

So far in 2016, officer deaths by shooting are up 300 percent from the previous year, with a marked increase 

in ambush-style attacks. In February, police woman Ashley Guindon was murdered responding to a 

domestic disturbance in Virginia. It was her first day on the job. She was the tenth officer to die in the line of 

duty that month. Cell phones and surveillance cameras are everywhere, and that takes a toll on law 

enforcement as well. Many cops today fear their next call could end up as a viral video, possibly ending their 

career or even their life. Michael Wood agreed. He's an author and contributor to the website 

PoliceOne.com. The result is that tension on the streets is high. With violence rising, tactics and equipment 

that were developed by the military are now being used to make policing safer in the face of rising violence. 

Police deaths in the line of duty have declined by about a third since the 1970s when they hit their peak. But 

that doesn't necessarily tell the whole story. Battlefield technologies developed in Iraq and Afghanistan have 

trickled down to police departments across the country and that means an officer involved in a shooting has 

a much better chance of survival than he did 40 years ago. At the same time they are being subjected to 

increasing restrictions, cops are being asked to do more with less. 
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Pamela Morton, State Victim Services Specialist with Mothers Against Drunk 

Driving. Morton talks about a condition called Affluenza. Affluenza occurs when a person is not mature enough to 

handle responsibility. A person with this condition may owe a debt or a fine but will not show any concern about it. 

Phycologists have identified this condition in many people. However MADD wants law enforcement, educators and 

everyone else to hold people accountable for what they do. She says no matter what the economic status of a person 

might be, if that individual has injured someone due to driving under the influence, that person should face the 

consequences. Morton says we are seeing too many situations where people who have money can get away with 

doing crimes after paying bonds or bail but they get back out there and start committing the same crimes again. The 

organization is fighting to make judges aware that everyone should be held accountable and that having drunk 

drivers on our roadways is certainly unacceptable. MADD proposes to stop underage drinking in Alabama, they 

want to stop drunk driving and drug driving in the state also. They go into schools and meet with students and 

teachers informing them of the dangers of drinking and driving. They empower the youth to say no to all drugs and 

alcohol until they are 21 years old. They also, lobby the legislature to change laws to reduce the number of DUIs and 

youth drinking in Alabama. One in three teens are involved in alcohol related crashes. Most of the time when youth 

are killed on the highways, alcohol is often a factor in those cases. Violent crimes and sexual assaults usually 

involve the use of alcohol or some drug. For these reasons, MADD is fighting back to keep youth from using drugs 

and alcohol.  
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Mark Potok with the Southern Poverty Law Center to discuss civil rights martyrs in 

the Montgomery area and their impact on society today. Potok makes reference to the monument outside of the 

Southern Poverty Law Center, of the names of the 40 martyrs, or people who died in the course of the civil rights 

movement. He says most of them were activists but not all of them were. One man was murdered in Montgomery 

was uninvolved but he was murdered by the Ku Klux Klan because they mistook him for someone else. Yet he says 

these are the people who gave their lives so that African Americans would get the privilege to vote and that we 

could have a more just country.  He defines martyrs as people who give their lives for a cause. They sacrifice the 

thing that is dearest to them in order to help other people. Over the ages, there have been all types of martyrs, such 

as religious martyrs. Those who fought for civil rights in the United States were murdered by the Ku Klux Klan and 

racists. He says that Montgomery only had one person murdered by the Klan in the course of the Civil Rights 

movement. A man by the name of Willie Edwards who was a truck driver during the aftermath of the Montgomery 

bus boycott was murdered. In 1957 two Klansmen carried out a series of bombings of people who had been 

supporters of the boycott. They were actually upset because no one was killed in those bombings. So they decided to 

abduct and murder a particular black man. They heard this man was dating a white woman. Yet, they got the wrong 

man even though it would not have made a difference who they got. They terrorized him for hours and forced him to 

jump from a bridge to his death into the Alabama River. There were other martyrs who died very near Montgomery. 

A white minister from Washington D.C. was murdered in Selma in the 1960s. He mentions the name of several 

others who were murdered who came to Alabama to support the cause of civil rights, both black and white, male and 

female. He says we have come a long way as far as race relations go. However, in recent years, we have seen an up 

rise of racial tensions between, blacks, whites, Arabs, Hispanic etc.  He says it is particularly disturbing when racism 

is even mentioned in the current presidential elections. He also mentions that tolerance needs to be taught and 

practiced in this country if were are going to get along as one people with many diversities.  
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Senior Attorney Charlotte Morrison with the Equal Justice Initiative. Morrison 

discusses the women’s prisons in Alabama. Morrison says that in particular the Julia Tutwiler Prison in Alabama is 

facing a possible shut down due to the abuse of power and sexual assaults involving inmates over the years. She says 

as a result of their investigating and reporting incidents at the prison, seeing the environment there, the Department 

of Justice intervened. They filed a suit against Tutwiler prison. As a result of that the Department of Corrections 

have implemented a number of changes. The single most important change is the removal of a warden who had 

overseen a decade of the culture of sexual abuse and sexual violence at the prison. The change in leadership has 

speared a change of culture there. Also, a new commissioner, Commissioner Jefferson Dunn who is expected to 

continue the culture change in the prison. The state has announced a plan to build a new women’s facility. Tutwiler 

was built in 1942. It is an old facility but the major problem is that it is overcrowded. There are 900 women housed 

at Tutwiler and it was built for half that number. Alabama has one of the highest incarceration rates in the country 

which has the highest incarceration rates in the world. Morrison says she believes it is a mistake to build an even 

bigger prison. She believes we need to reduce the population in our prisons. She says alternatives to imprisonment 

has to be the focus for the justice system. The rate of incarcerated women between 1980 and 2000 increased over 

600%. This is an astronomical rate. It doesn’t reflect criminality or criminal conduct, it reflects our culture and our 

attitude. She adds that we are incarcerating women with mental health issues and criminalizing behaviors that prison 

won’t solve. There was a time when our society and other countries viewed these as social problems and not crimes. 

She notes child behaviors at schools are now becoming criminalized. There are more police officers with handcuffs 

in our schools than social workers. At Tutwiler Prison, there was an incredible rate of sexual abuse by staff. It was 

found by the Department of Corrections that over 30% of the staff at Tutwiler was involved in sexual misconduct 

with female inmates. The leadership actually tolerated the behavior which warranted an investigation of the prison. 

The EJI interviewed over 50 inmates who said they were either a victim of or a witness of sexual abuse. Some of the 

women got pregnant as a result. Between 2011 and 2014 six officers were convicted of sexual misconduct at the 

prison. Morrison says this is only the tip of the iceberg because this was going on for years prior.  Women said that 

they would report the incidents but nothing was ever done. “Either they didn’t believe us or they believed we 

deserved to be treated this way” Morris quotes several inmates. It took the Department of Justice coming in create a 

sense of intolerance for that attitude. Alabama has laws protecting inmates against such behavior, however the state 

is really slow to recognize it. Sexual violence is also known in male prisons and is treated as a part of incarceration 

as though it is to be expected. Morrison also mentions the mental state that sexual abuse leaves a person in. Up until 

now, the victim had nowhere to turn for help, comfort or counseling. But all of that is changing due to the 

intervention of the Equal Justice Initiative.    
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Mayor George Evans from the city of Selma. They discuss the 51st march from Selma 

to Montgomery and all the changes that have taken place in civil rights since 1965. He says that Selma is different 

today than in 1965. He shares how people suffered and were willing to give their lives for the sake of having human 

rights for future generations. Today, Selma wants to move forward and progress. However, he says there are still 

people who hold great influence who don’t want to accept change. They are in the minority. Selma as a whole wants 

to move beyond racial barriers. The citizens are working hard to make the quality of life in Selma better and more 

unified. He says now is the time for leaders to set an example for young people to see unity and progress. The youth 

who were not born during the sixties are watching the older people who went through those struggles for equal 

rights and how they conduct themselves today. It is up to the older generations to teach young people what it was 

like in 1965 to help them appreciate where we have come. The movie Selma has taught many of the younger people 

what it was like in ’65. He says the film brings the events of those time to life for those who were not around to 

experience it. Mayor Evans’ message to people is “what happened then is then and what happens now is now. We 

should not try to get even, but try to get it right.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 32 of 32 
The figure described as Topic Segment Duration is based on our good faith judgment and may not represent the exact time. 
March 31, 2016 

 

           TOPIC 

            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  

TITLE                  Civic Affairs  28:45            13:20              L        PA/O   02/29/16      05:30PM 

                            03/01/16      03:30AM 

JOY IN               03/05/16      02:30PM 

OUR TOWN                 

#022916                   

 

 

 

 

Host Felicia Taylor is joined by Commissioner Julie McGee with the Alabama Department of Revenue. McGee says 

there are some concerns with people who are filing their tax returns. First, the amount people are paying in fees 

when they get someone to prepare their tax return is an issue. There are so many of those fly by night places that pop 

up on the corner and they are only open a few nights during the year, she says. They charge extraordinary fees and 

promise outlandish refunds. When people pay the refund transfer fees and so forth, they are wasting their refund 

dollars, according to McGee. She says, it is so unnecessary to do that. There are free tax prep services all over the 

state. VITA is put on by the IRS and many churches participate in that. She advises people not to waste their tax 

refunds paying exorbitant fees. She councils people that if someone is promising something that is too good to be 

true, it is. Dealing with certain overnight services can prove to be detrimental because “you may get that big refund 

now, but down the road, the IRS will look into it and you will end up paying for it” she says. McGee advises that 

taxpayers seek out legitimate tax advisers who will help them pay what they owe and receive the appropriate 

refunds. She says tax fraud is on the increase in Alabama. However, she says it is comforting to know that our tax 

dollars are not being wasted. The IRS and the state are both taking a keen eye to these approaches. The biggest 

waste of tax payer money right now is due to identity theft. Identity theft is an epidemic in our nation. When major 

retailers had breaches in their data basis, that information is used by criminals to file fraudulent tax returns. The 

Department of Revenue is taking precautions working behind the scenes to guard against processing a tax return 

with false information.  McGee says the average Alabama state refund will run no higher than around $400 dollars. 

She says if someone promises a taxpayer three to four thousand dollars on an Alabama tax refund, something is 

dreadfully wrong. Another trick that bogus tax preparers use to get a bigger refund is to have people to claim more 

dependents than they should. She advises that the tax payer become more proactive in looking for suspicious 

schemes used by tax preparing services. “Also, filing early in the season is your best defense against a criminal 

using all your information to file a false return” McGee says.  The second best defense is to go to the revenue 

website on the screen to register for an account in the system. She mentions that they will alert the registered person 

if they receive a tax return with their social security number on it. In case a criminal filed ahead of the person, it 

could be caught before any damage is done.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


