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        TOPIC 

            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  

TITLE                  Health  28:45           12:58          L        PA/O   01/07/17      05:30PM 

                            01/07/17      03:30AM 

JOY IN                

OUR TOWN                 

#01/02/17                   

                                                                                                                                                     

             

                 

  

Host Felicia Taylor interviews Tasha Scott of The Womenconnect Movement about maximizing one’s existence while 

winning in the game of life. Scott says many women live in depression and with a defeated attitude when they have 

experienced let downs and disappointments. She says she lived a defeated life until she realized she is more than what 

she had been through. Scott shares that she was wearing so many layers and masks trying to please other people until 

she lost herself in the process. She testifies that she grew up in the church knowing that there is a God who loved her, 

but it was difficult putting it all in the right perspective. At the time, she felt disconnected from reality and from her 

purpose. She didn’t even want to hear anyone say, “Just trust God.” She has discovered that many women live this 

way never knowing the grace of God to the full extinct. Therefore, she stated an organization that will address the 

unhealthy mindset of women who are as she once was. She is teaching women that it is important to quiet oneself and 

shut out the noise of outside influence in order to connect with oneself and with God. She says the Lord placed that 

hunger within us so that He can fill the void places in the soul. She learned the benefit of being quiet before God to 

discover her true identity. She says when people become honest before God, they discover that God has already 

mapped out everyone’s purpose. When purpose is discovered, a person can begin to live life as it was intended to be 

lived.  
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        TOPIC 

            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  

TITLE                  Health  28:45           12:47          L        PA/O   01/07/17      05:30PM 

                            01/07/17      03:30AM 

JOY IN                

OUR TOWN                 

#01/02/17                   

                                                                                                                                                     

             

                 

  

Host Felicia Taylor interviews Nancy Hogan the Executive Director of Medical Outreach Ministry. People between 

the ages of 19 and 24 who have absolutely no health insurance are served by the ministry. Hogan says physicians 

volunteer to serve those patients as an outreach ministry. “As a witness for Jesus Christ, Medical Outreach exists to 

minister to the physical, emotional and the spiritual needs of the medically uninsured “is the motto of the ministry. 

She says they believe that everyone who walks through the doors of the ministry must be treated with dignity, 

compassion and respect. This type of ministry may be the last hope for some to get the healthcare that they need. She 

says it is important to help the whole person by getting to their spiritual side also.  Hogan says the ministry saw 9,539 

patient encounters on last year. That represents 189 individual lives that have been touched in some way. It means 

free health care and free medications to those who qualify for the care. The ministry does screen to find those who are 

in need of care and who are eligible for the services provide. Montgomery, Elmore and Autauga County are the areas 

served in Alabama. She emphasizes that individuals must not qualify to receive any other type of insurance because 

the service is only for the uninsured. Nurses, pharmacists, doctors and mental health counselors from all around the 

River Region are volunteering to serve people through this outreach. This includes 70 aids specialists and 13 dentists 

volunteering to assist the patients with care. Most of the patients suffer from hypertension and diabetes. However, 

there are many other diseases and injuries cared for by Medical Outreach. Most of the medications are very expensive. 

Last year, the outreach gave away over $3 million worth of medications to qualified patients.  The goal of the outreach 

is to provide the best medical service to the uninsured and while showing them the love of Jesus Christ through 

volunteer service. 
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          TOPIC 

            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  

TITLE                     Health  28:45           13:00          L        PA/O   01/21/17      01:30PM 

                             

JOY IN                

OUR TOWN                 

#01/09/17                   

                                                                                                                                                     

             

                 

  

Host Felicia Taylor interviews Tawanna Robbins with the American Red Cross to discuss the dangers of home fires 

and how the Red Cross helps families during their time of crisis. The American Red Cross is a disaster relief 

organization. Currently there is a five-year initiative to hopefully reduce the fatalities by 25%. The Home Fire 

Preparedness Campaign can do that by going into neighborhoods installing free smoke alarms. They target certain 

populations by working with the Montgomery Fire and Rescue Services. Once finding needy areas, the Red Cross 

aids and educates those who need it most. In case of house fires, residences are advised to get out and stay out of the 

burning house. The Red Cross has a program that does outreach to school children. Often it is the child that reminds 

the adult of what to do in case of a house fire. Children learn that they only have two minutes to get out of a burning 

house. They also learn that once out; a meeting place should be established. Then it is important to stay out of the 

house. It is never safe to go back inside thinking “you will beat the flames.” Unfortunately, fires are the leading cause 

of fatalities in home accidents. In the year 2015, local rescue and fire departments responded to over 150 fires in the 

local area. A few of those resulted in fatalities. Robbins says that because of the devastation, pain and inconveniences 

families are left in after a fire, particularly after losing a loved one in the fire, the Red Cross also provides spiritual 

counseling and mental health counseling for victims of house fires. When families realize, they have hope in the Lord, 

they realize they can get on with life and cope with the facts of losing properties and loved ones.  
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         TOPIC 

            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  

TITLE                 Health  28:45           13:17          L        PA/O   02/06/17      05:30PM 

                            02/07/17      03:30AM 

JOY IN               02/11/17      01:30PM 

OUR TOWN                02/11/17      02:30PM 

#02/06/17                   

                                                                                                                                                     

             

                 

  

Host Zachary Bigley interviews Melinda Hinds of Life South Community Blood Center to discuss the value of blood 

and the need for donors in the Montgomery area. Life South is the community blood center that supplies all the 

hospitals in the local area. People rely on people in the local community to come in and donate blood that will go for 

the use of people in need of blood in the local area. There is no machine that can manufacture blood. Hinds points out 

that every bit of the blood that comes in stays right in the area. It is never shipped to other states or other countries. It 

could save a family member, neighbor or coworker. With a shelf life of 42 days, she says a donors’ blood could 

actually save himself. If every eligible donor would donate on a regular basis or every 56 days, Montgomery would 

never face a blood shortage. Every 2 to 3 seconds, someone needs blood. Statistics show that one out of every five 

persons entering a hospital needs to have a blood transfusion. This is why the inventory levels have to be at a safe 

adequate supply. There are surgeries every day, there are accidents every day and criminal acts of violence that happen 

daily. So the need for regular donors is crucial. She urges people to consider donating blood to keep the hospitals 

supplied with safe, adequate blood products. Critical shortages happen twice per year. Usually the summer months 

are a time of shortages and then from Thanksgiving until January is the other time. Whenever people are on vacation 

and the children are out of school, it takes a strong effort to get those blood levels back up. It is best not to wait until 

something terrible happens before donating blood, according to Hinds. Often bad weather keeps them from taking the 

blood mobile out to locations. Hinds indicates that giving blood is very Christ like in that blood is life and Jesus gave 

His life for us, we should want to give life to those who need it.  
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         TOPIC 

            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  

TITLE                   Health  28:45           13:08          L        PA/O   02/27/17      05:30PM 

                            02/28/17      03:30AM 

JOY IN               02/04/17      01:30PM 

OUR TOWN                02/04/17      02:30PM 

#02/27/17                   

                                                                                                                                                     

             

                 

  

Host Felicia Taylor interviews Janet Johnson with the Alabama Cooperative Extension Services to talk about food 

safety. Johnson’s department does education training for restaurants to make sure they are preparing foods for people 

as safely as possible. The purpose is to keep people from getting sick. Not only is education provided to restaurants 

but also for those who are preparing foods at home to sell to the public. Johnson says food is a basic necessity of life. 

If it is not handled correctly, it can make people sick. Primarily the Extension Services is teaching food handlers how 

to wash their hands properly, keep the home or work space clean and how to sanitize. She says germs are there but we 

can’t see them. God created the world perfectly without defect. But because of sin, evil came into the world and germs, 

deadly bacteria came in as a result. If food is not handled with caution, some of those bacteria can cause life threatening 

diseases. Johnson references scripture as she describes steps to take to sanitize and fight bacteria. She also emphasizes 

that the body belongs to God. It is His temple and we are stewards over the body. We must be careful as to what goes 

into the temple not to defile it. Johns says it is good for consumers to inspect restaurants for themselves. Consumers 

should look for the Health Department scores on the walls of the restaurant before eating there. It is also a good policy 

to check the cleanliness off the restrooms. “If the restrooms aren’t clean, the kitchen isn’t clean” she says. Johnson 

added that expectant mothers need to be especially careful about eating clean and properly managed foods because 

the fetus will be affected by it. Our bodies are “fearfully and wonderfully made” she says. 
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          TOPIC 

            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  

TITLE                       Health  28:45           13:14          L        PA/O   03/13/17      05:30PM 

                            03/14/17      03:30AM 

JOY IN               03/18/17      01:30PM 

OUR TOWN                03/18/17      02:30PM 

#03/13/17                   

                                                                                                                                                     

             

                 

  

Host Felicia Taylor interviews Cheryl G. Davis Executive Director with the Gift of Life Foundation. Davis says she 

sensed God leading her to work with women. After researching various women’s organizations, she felt Gift of Life 

would be the place where she could most appropriately use her gifts and talents. When it comes to looking at the whole 

person, Gift of Life Foundation cares about a woman’s environment and her self-esteem. She says a baby is the best 

gift anybody could have. Everyone wants a healthy baby carried to full term and with all fingers and toes in place. But 

this doesn’t happen to everybody, she says. When a child is born with a defect, it takes a mental, emotional and 

financial toll on a parent. At Gift of Life, they want to ensure that the baby is a healthy gift given to the family. Infant 

mortality is an indicator of the health of a community. Whenever there is a high infant mortality rate it is viewed that 

the community is not healthy. It affects the social economic status, education, and productivity. This is why the 

community is not healthy when infant mortality is high. The infant mortality rate for Montgomery County is 9.3. That 

is not the highest rate but it is also not the lowest rate either. There are counties that are much higher than Montgomery. 

As far as preterm births, both Montgomery County and the State of Alabama received a failing grade from the March 

of Dimes. That means the state’s rates are higher than the national average. For Montgomery County it is around 11%. 

For the state it is around 10% and for the national rate, it is about 8%. Overall, Davis says, “We’re looking at preterm 

births before 37 weeks.”  A number of factors cause premature births. One could be the age of the mother, whether 

too young or too old to carry a child full term, the health of the mother, lack of access to care, diet, habits, toxic 

environments, addictions etc.  Davis mentions the three programs they have. One is the nurse family partnership 

program which is a home visitation program to have health staff working one on one with the mothers. They guide 

the mothers through the process of pregnancy and parenting up to the child’s 2nd birthday. As the mother and the 

family is connecting with resources that they may need helps keep infant mortality down. Other tips include bonding 

with the child by reading to the baby and preparing the baby for preschool. All of the nurses in the program undergo 

national training programs. They are certified. The work is a ministry that has as a part of the outreach, a spiritual 

element to encourage the mothers to get involved with church and form a relationship with the Lord. This is also 

healthy for the baby and can certainly cause an increase in live births as well as infants living longer.     
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            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  

TITLE                       Health  28:45           12:58          L        PA/O   03/13/17      05:30PM 

                            03/14/17      03:30AM 

JOY IN               03/18/17      01:30PM 

OUR TOWN                03/18/17      02:30PM 

#03/13/17                   

                                                                                                                                                     

             

                 

  

Host Felicia Taylor interviews Nurse Jenni Bass with Gift of Life Foundation to discuss Sudden Infant Death 

Syndrome and the Safe to Sleep Campaign. Bass says the community benefits from their program because their clients 

go out and share whatever they have learned with their friends and neighbors concerning SIDS and how to insure safe 

sleeping positions for their babies. The Safe-to -Sleep program emphasizes education on the very best positions for an 

infant to sleep. Research was done to find out what causes Sudden Infant Death. Traditionally, people were taught that 

the safest positions for babies to sleep is on the stomach. However, new studies show that the best position for babies 

to sleep is on the back. She says after providing mothers with this new information, the rate of SIDS and unexplained 

infant deaths have been reduced. A mother demonstrates how this is done during the interview. Bass says certain steps 

need to be observed when placing a baby in a crib to sleep. First, place the baby in the crib alone with no toys or 

pillows. Then place the baby on his back. Finally, make sure the baby is in a crib and not a couch or a bed where he 

could fall out. She says it’s better to use the portable crib that can fold up and be carried anywhere. Gift of Life 

provides family coaching and in home training as a ministry outreach for parents to have a healthy happy family.  

 

 

 

Health 

700 Club CBN 

NewsWatch 

#01162017 

1:00:00 5:00 REC PA/O/E 01/16/2017 02:00 PM 

 

 

CBN News Reporter Lorie Johnson Reports: Our bodies use oxygen in a number of ways, including healing. Breathing 

alone provides about 20 percent of the oxygen our bodies need. But today, doctors can ramp up that amount to help 

people recover from the most debilitating injuries and illnesses with hyperbaric oxygen therapy. It's hard to believe 

Michael "Bean" Black survived his horrific car crash in 2011. He was thrown 40 feet from the vehicle and landed on 

his head. Black's grandmother, Mary Orr, said even the doctors had given up hope. When Black arrived home to Dallas 

he still suffered from severe injuries, including brain damage. But his condition improved after he started receiving 

hyperbaric oxygen therapy. Hyperbaric oxygen therapy involves breathing 100 percent pure oxygen inside a 

pressurized chamber for about an hour to 90 minutes per session. Dr. Alfred Johnson directs the Hyperbaric Centers 

of Texas in Richardson. Black said the therapy made a big difference. After the first 40 treatments, Black went back 

for 40 more a few months later. Costs vary depending on the provider from as little as $100 an hour on up. Insurance 
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and Medicare sometimes offer coverage, depending on the condition being treated. Insurance companies can 

reimburse for hyperbaric oxygen therapy for the treatment of traumatic brain injuries, like Black's. Dallas businessman 

John Derrick said the therapy is easy and has helped him sharpen his focus. Consumers can purchase or rent portable 

hyperbaric oxygen chambers, but they typically deliver far less oxygen and pressure than industrial-grade ones. 

Conditions treated with Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy include: Autism, Burns, Cerebral Palsy, Chronic Fatigue 

Syndrome, Closed Head Injury, Fibromyalgia, Migraine Headaches, Multiple Sclerosis, Near Drowning, Parkinson's 

Syndrome, Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy, Rheumatoid Arthritis, Sports Injury, 

Stroke, and Traumatic Brain Injury. Johnson said stroke patients can have improved quality of life. He said he's 

witnessed progress for people with autism, as well. Hyperbaric oxygen therapy may not be for everyone. But today, 

Michael Black is in far better shape than he or his family ever dreamed possible since his near-fatal car accident. They 

believe this therapy has a lot to do with his recovery, so they plan to stick with it and hopefully see even more 

improvement. 
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700 Club CBN 

NewsWatch 

#01172017 

1:00:00 5:00 REC PA/O/E 01/17/2017 02:00 PM 

 

 

CBN News Reporter Lorie Johnson Reports:  Americans are increasingly getting fed up with the insurance-based 

medical systems. It often means long waits for appointments and doctors who seem to have one eye on the patient and 

the other eye on the clock. That's why many primary care doctors and patients are turning away from insurance and 

to what's known as concierge medicine.  When it comes to healthcare, Johnny Guerry prefers old school, meaning just 

he and his doctor calls the shots without any input from an insurance company. With concierge medicine, patients pay 

their primary care physician an out-of-pocket monthly fee, sometimes an annual fee, in exchange for unlimited access, 

24/7. Concierge medicine used to be something only for the rich and famous. But according to Dr. James Pinckney, 

known to his patients as "Dr. James," that's not the case any longer. Where he works at Diamond Physicians in Dallas, 

adults pay from $95 to $295 each month, based on age. That covers all acute procedures and medications. Sometimes 

patients have to pay extra for services outside the office, like a CT scan. But doctors negotiate cash rates with those 

third party vendors that are a fraction of what they bill insurance. The cost for children is even less than adults. Each 

child costs $45 a month for unlimited access to their doctor. Liza Schlitt says her two young boys usually need medical 

attention after hours. Doctors recently gave her son Griffin a breathing treatment, prescription and a nebulizer to take 

home, all covered by the monthly fee - and on a rainy Sunday afternoon. Perhaps the biggest difference between 

concierge medicine and insurance-based medicine is the time patients spend with their doctors. The Affordable Care 

Act flooded offices of already overloaded primary care physicians to the point where face-time with doctors can 

average as little as eight minutes per visit. Primary care doctors who accept insurance treat on average about 3,000 

patients.  This is known as a doctor's patient panel. The typical concierge physician has a patient panel of about 500 

patients. At Diamond, the doctors promise their patients their patient panel will never exceed 600. This ensures each 

patient has their doctor's undivided attention. Although concierge medicine involves paying cash for day-to-day health 

expenses, doctors do recommend their patients buy health insurance, but with a high deductible. So as insurance-based 
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healthcare complicated this crucial need, more patients and doctors are going old school, with a cash-only plan, similar 

to the way it was a half-century ago. 

Health 

700 Club CBN 

NewsWatch 

#01182017 

1:00:00 5:00 REC PA/O/E 01/18/2017 02:00 PM 

 

 

CBN News Reporter Lorie Johnson Reports: Cancer is a word no one wants to hear. Yet statistics show half of all men 

and a third of all women will receive the bad news. Churches should be a sanctuary for support. However, in many 

cases, people suffer in silence as they cope with their illness. Now the Cancer Treatment Centers of America is offering 

a free program to break down the wall of silence. After years of counseling cancer patients, Rev. Percy McCray knows 

they bear a burden unlike people fighting other illnesses. Thanks to his training, McCray knows the importance of 

encouragement. One conversation helped him realize others need to learn these skills, too. McCray said typically, 

churches deal with issues like addiction and marital problems very effectively. But it can fall short when it comes to 

meeting the needs of parishioners who are struggling with healthcare issues, particularly cancer. To bridge this gap, 

McCray and his associates at the Cancer Treatment Centers of America elected to offer complimentary cancer ministry 

training to representatives of churches across the country so they can better meet the needs of their brothers and sisters 

with cancer. It's called Our Journey of Hope. Cancer Treatment Centers of America offers free training for two people 

from a church who use what they learn to raise up cancer ministries in their home congregations. Participants learn the 

basics of the disease and treatments in order to focus on what it's like for the patient. An added incentive for a church 

is that the training is free of charge. That includes the two-day seminar, food, lodging, and materials. LaWanda Long 

attended the seminar years ago and now passes on what she learned to volunteers at Atlanta's Enon Baptist Church. 

Long teaches the volunteers one night a week for eight weeks. At that time they are ready to take on a cancer patient 

who has come forward requesting assistance. She said the extensive training ensured the patients will be cared for 

responsibly. She said so far the cancer ministry at Enon is a success. Lisa McDermott attends Enon. She remembers 

suffering through nearly five months of chemotherapy for breast cancer. She asked the cancer ministry to help her with 

daily needs. McDermott dealt with one main point person who recruited others to pitch in. The cancer ministry made 

such an impression that McDermott wanted to get the training. As Nefertiti Dixon's mother fought ovarian and colon 

cancer, the ministry stepped in. Although her mother lost her fight, the cancer ministry made those final days easier. 

They also helped Dixon with things like meals, which lifted a burden. As a working mom with two children, she became 

overwhelmed with the pressure of caring for her sick mother. So while cancer will likely continue to strike far too 

many, churches now can choose to help those within their midst who are dealing with the disease. 
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700 Club CBN 

NewsWatch 

#01252017 

1:00:00 5:00 REC PA/O/E 01/25/2017 02:00 PM 

 

 

CBN News Reporter Lorie Johnson Reports:  Hippocrates, the father of medicine, once said, "All disease begins in 

the gut." Now, 2,000 years later, that belief still rings true. Some of our latest medical breakthroughs focus on what's 

happening in our intestinal system.  Bacteria, also known as bugs or germs, we assume they're all bad, right? Not so 

fast. Scientists recently discovered much, if not most, of the bacteria in our body is good for us. The key to good health 

depends on having enough of the right kind. We all have trillions of bacteria living in our intestines—hundreds of 

different species, each with different functions. Scientists call it our "gut flora." Neurologist Dr. David Perlmutter, 

author of "Brain Maker" is one of many physicians warning against disrupting this fragile ecosystem. Dr. Vincent 

Pedre, author of "Happy Gut," agrees. Unfortunately, when it comes to good gut bacteria, many of us are sorely 

lacking. After all, antibiotics kill bacteria--bad and good. Perlmutter says most people have no idea how severely 

antibiotics damage our gut flora. In addition to antibiotics, processed food can also disrupt the gut biome. Perlmutter 

says processed foods contain heavy doses of the wrong kinds of fat, like heated oils such as soybean, corn and 

vegetable oils. He also advises against consuming hydrogenated oils, also known as trans fats, which are common in 

processed foods. However, he points out not all fat is bad. Even babies delivered by Caesarian section can miss out 

on getting enough good bacteria. So while our lifestyle choices really do a number on the gut bacteria that's so critical 

to our health, the good news is we can improve it with probiotics and prebiotics. Probiotics are the good bacteria we 

need and often lack. You can find these living, microscopic organisms in supplements as well as in cultured and 

fermented foods like kim chee, sauerkraut, yogurt, kefir and kombucha. Prebiotics are the food for the probiotics - 

they keep probiotics living and growing as they should. Just like good soil, they create a nurturing environment in 

your gut so your bacteria can thrive. You can get prebiotics in supplement form as well as in foods, like asparagus, 

onions, leeks, garlic and dandelion greens. Perlmutter says many people are only aware of the benefits of probiotics, 

but he stresses prebiotics are equally important. Not only can it help your mood — Perlmutter says even serious brain 

disorders, like attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, autism, even Alzheimer's disease can improve by increasing 

good bacteria. That's because they help make neurotransmitters and vitamins while at the same time aid in reducing 

harmful inflammation. And not just the brain. Scientists are now identifying specific strains of good bacteria that treat 

all kinds of problems, from skin rashes to the flu. That means a targeted probiotic could take the place of a prescribed 

drug. Pedre says that opens the door to a wide range of natural treatments. So if you want to boost your health, doctors 

say improve your gut flora. That means avoiding processed foods, even antibacterial cleansers and antibiotics when 

advisable. Then add good bacteria with probiotics and boost them with prebiotics, also available as supplements or in 

certain foods. 
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700 Club CBN 

NewsWatch 

#02232017 

1:00:00 5:00 REC PA/O/E 02/23/2017 02:00 PM 

 

 

CBN News Reporter Lorie Johnson Reports:  Today the number of Americans dying of heart disease, the number one 

cause of death, is higher than health experts predicted it would be. 4 out of 10 Americans suffer from a heart-related 

health problem, and that number is expected to get even worse. In addition to the lives lost, the cost of treating heart 

disease is expected to reach one trillion dollars a year within the next 15 years. A growing number of doctors believe 

the root cause of heart disease is inflammation in our bodies, brought on by eating too much sugar and bread. 

Cardiologist Stephen Sinatra is one of those physicians who blame an inflammatory diet on the skyrocketing rates of 

deadly heart disease. Sinatra says to reduce inflammation, stay away from sugar and processed grains such as enriched 

flour, corn and rice found in bread, bagels, pasta, pizza dough, tortillas, muffins and cereal. He says as far as our health 

is concerned, these refined grains are very similar to sugar because our body responds to them in the same way. There 

are many types of sugar. Many of them end with “-ose." Sinatra says one of the worst is high fructose corn syrup, which 

food manufacturers began adding to soda and thousands of other foods and drinks in the past few decades, 

corresponding with the dramatic rise in heart disease, as well as obesity and diabetes. Nutritionist J.J. Virgin points out 

that was also the same time the low-fat craze kicked-in. That caused millions of Americans to replace fat with bread 

and sugar. In fact, some fat-free salad dressings are one-third sugar! Doctors advise checking nutrition facts labels on 

products, and only choose foods with no more than 2 grams of sugar per serving. When Dallas resident John Speanburg 

started following his doctor's recommendation to cut-back on sugar, Speanburg was surprised to discover many of the 

foods he thought were healthy actually contained too much sugar. When it comes to fruit, health experts say stick to 

the ones that are unprocessed, fresh or frozen, preferably berries, because they are lowest in sugar. However, stay away 

from processed fruit products like juices, jellies and snacks. They often contain super-concentrated natural sugar, 

fructose, accompanied by the misleading, "no sugar added" claim on the package. So to prevent heart disease, America's 

number one killer that's still on the rise, doctors say reduce inflammation by avoiding processed foods and drinks, and 

instead, embracing foods in their natural state, also known as "whole” foods. Especially load-up on a wide variety of 

colorful vegetables. Also choose healthy fats like olive oil, coconut oil, avocados and raw nuts. When it comes to 

beverages, health experts say just drink plain water, unsweetened coffee or unsweetened tea. 
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Tawanna Robins with the American Red Cross dealing with home fires and how to 

prepare for the unexpected. Robins says that the American Red Cross is organize to respond quickly in the times of 

disaster and emergencies. The Red Cross is currently involved in an initiative that is five years in the making to reduce 

the number of fatalities in a home fire. One of the things they do is to go into neighborhoods to install free smoke 

alarms. They work with the Montgomery Fire and Rescue to identify the populations and areas needing fire alarms. 

This gives the Red Cross an opportunity to go into those residence to tell people about their services and educate them 

on what the Red Cross can do to be of assistance. They teach people what to do in case of a fire and how to get out 

and stay out when a fire breaks out in the home. The Red Cross has a program where they go out to the public schools 

to teach the children how to be prepared. Because the Red Cross is in the public schools teaching the children, the 

children go home to teach the adults things like, there is only 2 minutes to get out of the burning house. Robin talks 

about how children are the victims of so many house fires. Fire is the number one cause of fatalities in home accidents. 

The Red Cross and the Fire Department in Montgomery County responded to over 105 fires in the local area. 

Unfortunately, a few of those resulted in fatalities. During the aftermath of a house fire, the Red Cross has spiritual 

workers, mental health coaches and nurses available to assist families with their needs. Nothing is like a house fire 

that could cause a family to lose perspective on life. Christian counselors and ministers who work with the Red Cross 

are there to pray for and console victims of house fires. The goal of the Red Cross is to help put lives back together 

by traveling with people on the long road to recovery.         
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Corporal David Hicks of the Montgomery Police Department to discuss some practical 

ways to keep the houses of worship in the local area safe. Hicks says there is a national concern about workplace 

violence. Unfortunately, the violence is spread to our houses of worship. “We’ve seen this as a trend across the nation,” 

Hicks says, “that organizations, businesses and churches really need to think safety.” They all need a plan. The 

Montgomery Police Department is now working with organizations, businesses and churches to establish a good plan 

to guard against workplace violence. In the wake of recent church shootings, the Montgomery Police Department is 

urging church goers to know how to respond in case of an incident during a worship service. Nowadays it is sad 

according to Corporal Hicks that most church attendants would not know what to do in case something like this were 

to happen. The Police Department provides the training and consulting. They sit down with those organizations and 

discuss the best plan for the individual group in case of a crisis of violence such as a shooting. It is very important to 

think safety and prevent tragedies if possible. One of the biggest challenges the police face is crowd control. They 

learn special techniques in law enforcement that works for businesses, organizations and churches. The information 

is offered through various outlets including social media giving the general public an opportunity to take advantage 

of the training that is available to keep a safe place to work or worship.  
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Host Linda Bell interviews Pastor LaLetia Hale and Pastor Jimmy Upshaw to discuss gun violence particularly in 

West Montgomery. Pastor Hale says he got involved in trying to curve gun violence in the West Montgomery 

neighborhoods as a result of wanting to give back to a community that was once his childhood home. He said that he 

was once in a dark place but God brought him out of darkness and into His marvelous light. He says when God called 

him out of darkness, it was not for him alone but it was so that he could go back to the dark places and bring light to 

them. The very reason he started a ministry in West Montgomery is because it is a high crime area. This is where the 

gospel is needed most. In an area of town where the church has abandoned and forgotten, crime is on the increase and 

degradation is widespread. He says his ministry relocated to that area to find lost sheep. Since the relocation, he says, 

many new converts have come into the Kingdom of God. He says that within the two years of being in that area, he 

has baptized more people than in the six years he’s been pastoring. He says he has seen more success in ministry in 

the two years he has been there than in the ten years he has been preaching. He says he doesn’t want to just talk about 

the problem but to target it. He says he is reaching people by sharing the Word of God with the hurting, the sick and 

the lost in a high crime area. Pastor Upshaw with Fresh Fire Family Ministries says God gave him a heart for the 

people because of where he was in his own life. He and Pastor Hale testifies of their past lives of violence and domestic 

violence which led to their arrest. They now pastor churches where they invite people who are as they were to come 

to worship services, activities and meetings where they minister the Word of God, healing and deliverance.  Those 

who receive Jesus Christ into their hearts turn away from crime and violence to start a new life in the things of God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 18 of 34 
The figure described as Topic Segment Duration is based on our good faith judgment and may not represent the exact time. 
March 31, 2017 

 

 

        TOPIC 

            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  

TITLE                Public Safety  28:45           13:14          L        PA/O   03/06/17      05:30PM 

                            03/07/17      03:30AM 

JOY IN               03/11/17      01:30PM 

OUR TOWN                03/11/17      02:30PM 

#03/06/17                   

                                                                                                                                                     

   

                 

Host Felicia Taylor interviews Nelson Smith Chairman of the Board of Renascence, Inc. a halfway house for former 

prison inmates who are making a transition back into society. The word Renascence means, rebirth. Smith says all of 

us at some time in our lives have needed a rebirth or a second chance. Whether in health, one’s professional life or 

something else, Smith says all people appreciate getting a chance to start fresh. People coming out of prison especially 

appreciate getting a second chance. They want to know how to get back out there and reintegrate back into society. 

Renascence brought together several groups of people who wanted to help men get a fresh start after being 

incarcerated. Once the men can get through this part of their lives they can actually be functional in society. When the 

men go through the programs at the Renascence they recognize their life has value. In 2006 the old renovated building 

near downtown Montgomery was used to take in nonviolent ex-offenders. The program lasts from six months to a 

year. The program is highly structured so that the men would not be left alone. They have guidelines and structure 

with support to help them get to their goals. When they finish the program they can get out into the world as functional 

and viable people in the community. A typical day begins with a morning devotional. They have a group discussion 

on whatever they read in the scriptures. Christian leaders work with the men to make them disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Smith emphasizes the importance of living the Bible and not just discussing it. The men are treated like men. He says 

they are not treated harshly yet there is necessary firmness in the program that they can be able to stand up and move 

out. He speaks of how Jesus had firmness in His ministry yet He was very tender. Because these men have not had 

real structure in their lives, they don’t know how to make decisions, they don’t know how to have responsibilities and 

they are lacking in skills, it necessary to keep them somewhat isolated to train them as Jesus did His disciples. They 

have to learn to be held accountable. The community benefits from programs like this. Mr. Smith says tax payers will 

not have to pay $16,092 per year for someone who is going back to prison. When these men leave the program they 

go out to get jobs. They show up ready to work and do a job. They have are drug free and they believe in getting a full 

nights rest. In some cases they are better off than men who have never been arrested. They also do community support 

and volunteer work. When they display a positive attitude, people feel safe around them and value them as a person 

and not an ex-con.  
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Carol Potok, Aids to Inmate Mothers or AIM. AIM is thirty years old. The purpose of 

the organization originated with transporting children to visit their mothers in prison. Mothers would be incarcerated 

for three, four or five years and during that time they would never get to see their children. The founders felt that 

wasn’t right. They set up a network of transportation across the state to bring the children to visit once per month. 

Usually they would bring the children in through a side gate so that it would not be as traumatic for the children to 

visit their moms in prison. The visits are usually set up at the prison chapel where it is quieter. To make the visits more 

pleasant, toys are brought in, photos are taken and a meal is served. More recently, AIM opened up a transitional home 

to mentor women coming out of prison. The house is called Genesis. The women live there for about a year. It is 

structured housing that is set up to help the women with short and long term goals. They get help with anything that 

might be a barrier to their success. Of course they have to submit to random drug screenings. Potok explains that the 

women need a family type atmosphere when they make the transition back into society. It helps them adjust to regular 

life outside of prison. “We noticed over the years what a difference it makes for people to really get that attention,” 

she says. The program is a success. Many of the women are becoming productive entrepreneurs and homemakers. 

Deborah Neal talks about the new mentoring program that she started with AIM. It is called AIM Together. This 

program pulls together women from faith based organizations to mentor women who need extra attention with things 

like money management, spiritual guidance and emotional support. They are currently serving 20 clients who are 

either incarcerated or out on parole. They recruit women into the program who are at-risk of offending again in order 

to avoid further violations. She speaks of how women are relational and that the bonding helps build healthy 

relationships and strengthens communities by giving a hand up to those who are often forgotten about.    
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews John Brown, with One Place Family Justice Center and Tony Garrett with Central 

Alabama Crime Stoppers to talk about domestic violence, domestic violence prevention and how One Place Family 

Justice Center is helping the church community deal with domestic violence. Tony Garrett says there is training 

available for the church to understand and develop programs to prevent domestic violence. He says it is not just for 

clergy but every member of the church should show up for the training. The goal is to teach what domestic violence 

is and teach people to cope with it. Garrett says it is necessary to involve the church because, one never knows the 

situation of the person they are sitting next to in the congregation. Domestic violence is an issue that touches every 

family. People go to church to find answers. Therefore, law enforcement is teaming up with the local churches to 

equip congregations with information and resources to help those who come to church seeking help with this problem. 

Awareness is key. Mr. Brown says getting involved and having dialog is very important. Domestic violence may even 

involve church leaders who are either a victim or an offender. This makes it even harder for people to report cases of 

domestic violence because church leaders are seen as above reproach. But with a program like One Place Family, the 

issue comes to the surface and can be dealt with early before it gets too far out of hand. It’s also difficult for 

parishioners to go to their pastor or church leaders about their problems at home. But when it is understood that the 

church is equipped to handle the problem, people are more apt to seek help from the right place 
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CBN News Reporter Mark Martin Reports: It's been called a "bar code on steroids." Radio Frequency Identification 

identifies people or things and transmits information through microchips. Is it all about convenience, or are there 

biblical implications? A banner at the International Association of Amusement Parks and Attractions Expo, or IAAPA 

as it is known, reads "Prepare to be thrilled!" And if you're into amusement parks, the expo is the place to be. Each 

year, theme park entertainment grows more exciting and cutting edge, like the Tru-Trackless Ride Systems. From 

trackless to cashless, the operators described the latest ways to make the park experience more convenient for customers 

and employees. That includes RFID. RFID uses radio waves to transmit information at a distance. A microchip in an 

RFID tag contains unique identification numbers. Tom Foster, who works for Precision Dynamics Corporation, said 

the organization pioneered the technology around the turn of the century. Companies like PDC, which produce RFID 

products, say the technology helps with areas such as access control, keyless entry, and cashless point of sale. Precision 

Dynamics developed the first kiosk that dispenses and encodes RFID wristbands for amusement park purchases. It's 

like a wallet on your wrist.  It raises a number of questions, however, like what about privacy? And can the information 

on that wristband be stolen? Consumer privacy expert Dr. Katherine Albrecht is concerned about RFID technology in 

general and what the future holds. She said their goal is to track the consumer's habits. Beyond the privacy concerns, 

Albrecht said RFID technology carries biblical implications, with hobbyists embedding microchips into their flesh. 

Radio isn't the only way that she is getting her message out about the dangers of RFID technology and what it can lead 

to. She's also a best-selling author, writing books for both adults and children. Albrecht has devoted a decade to studying 

RFID. One result of her research is the book, "Spychips: How Major Corporations and Government Plan to Track Your 

Every Move with RFID."  She especially wants to reach younger readers with her book "I Won't Take the Mark, a Bible 

Book and Contract for Children" to help kids understand the book of Revelation. Albrecht is working to change that, 

wanting people to think before blindly accepting new tracking technology. 
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Pastor Angela Fincher Chief Executive Officer of Kingdomtalk Ministry and her 

daughter Aubri Livingstone about the crimes committed by young people in Dallas County. Fincher says she lives 

close to where many of the crimes take place in Selma. She says she can hear the gunshots from her home. Being a 

school teacher, she encounters many young people and teenagers who are disturbed and who tend to have rage in their 

hearts for various reasons. She has such a passion for children and a desire to see them become successful, that she 

wanted to get involved in helping them to turn their lives around. She speaks of the number of stories she hears from 

the students about how they are fearful of the gunshots. Often the children are sleeping under their beds at night to 

protect themselves from stray bullets. Others say they are too preoccupied with neighborhood fight situations and 

gang activity to do their complete homework assignments. The disturbances in the communities are affecting the 

academic performance of the students and many of them do poorly in school. Fincher started her organization to get 

teens talking to one another about their problems. She feels that teenagers can solve most of their own problems if 

they learn to talk to their peers in a controlled environment. The students involved in Kingdomtalk discover that other 

youth are facing the same problems and they come up with solutions together as they are guided by caring adults. 

Fincher, her daughter, local pastors, teachers and community leaders are working together to reduce crimes caused by 

young people by sponsoring community-wide and city-wide events that bring families and neighbors together. 

Kingdomtalk is a radio and television program that gets people together to talk about issues that everyone cares about. 

But the solution is bringing the message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ into the homes and on to the streets. When 

Christ is the central focus in one’s life, the desire to commit criminal activities will dissolve.  The youth gatherings 

feature nationally known artists who will come into town to stir the youth to do positive things and learn their purpose 

in God.                   
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Vy Moon the youth minister at RiversEdge Church. Moon talks about addicted youth. 

The youth he works with are addicted to Jesus. He says he believes the Lord sent leaders into his youth group. This 

group is a breeding ground for kids who are on fire for the Lord. This is a training camp for breeding the young leaders 

for the next generation. Moon says the youth are learning that they can be “in the world but not of the world.” Young 

people can pursue their dreams and let their dreams pursue them but only in the way of righteousness. He says when 

the youth learn to lead in the way Jesus led His disciples, they learn that leadership is different from the world’s view 

of leadership. These youths are learning to lead by serving. Moon says when other young people see what the young 

Christians are doing, they are persuaded that they should also participate in serving the community and the church. 

Young people who are addicted to Christ, are addicted to love and walking out the Christ example in their lives. Vy 

Moon uses both his musical talent and his teaching ability to reach young people in the name of the Lord. Vy Moon 

is a Christian Rapper. He can draw young people to his style of music. But when they hear the lyrics, the message of 

Jesus Christ comes through and he leads them in the prayer of salvation at the end of his concerts.  
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Host Linda Bell interviews Bethany Garth of Save a Life Montgomery, Alabama to talk about the challenges teenagers 

face in the wake of unplanned pregnancies. Bethany has since graduating from Auburn University been an advocate 

for pro-life causes. She is was the development director at Save a Life. Now she is the Executive Director. Garth says 

abstinence as a whole is becoming less popular among teens. There is more and more sexual promiscuity among young 

people now than ever before. Perhaps they are more exposed to sexual lures than teens of former years. But children 

today have more access and availability than teens of former years. Without proper guidance from parents, teenagers 

take advantage of the opportunities to experiment with whatever they are curious about. Garth says sexual promiscuity 

is now seen in younger and younger kids. She says teenagers are not trending more toward abstinence today, even 

though they have more information than in the past. Education on abstinence is more on a state by state basis in the 

schools. However, in the church, education on abstinence is moving teens more into a trend toward abstinence. The 

message on abstinence in the church from a spiritual standpoint seem to resonate in the minds of teens better than the 

message outside of the church setting. In the world, the abstinence message is losing ground, but in the church, the 

message is getting through. Save a Life offers free pregnancy testing and ultrasound confirmation. Because the 

services are free, many people are attracted to Save a Life during an unplanned situation. Crisis pregnancies happen 

to people of all backgrounds, married, single, young and old. Save a Life is servicing young people as young as 16 or 

a little younger. Most of their clients are 18 – 40 but on occasion even in their 50’s. When they go in for a pregnancy 

test, they are able to see a counselor who will minister to both the physical and emotional needs. The counselor assesses 

the needs and ministers services on a case by case basis. The one thing Save a Life does is try to share the gospel with 

all their clients. Those who test positive can get a free ultrasound. While the ultrasound is being performed, Save a 

Life workers get to minister the message of life to the client. Usually, if a client is thinking of getting an abortion, she 

will change her mind after hearing what God says about the life in the womb. Save a Life’s goal is to reach people of 

all ages with the message of truth that when it is received, unborn lives are spared to live the life God intended for 

them.  
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Host Zachary Bigley interviews Coach Dezmond Willis, the owner of Top Rated Speed and Performance. His 

organization is involved with training young athletes with professional and personal goals. The program is four years 

old. Dezmond was in church when he received a prophetic message about how professional coaches and NFL coaches 

would make contact with him about a ministry work that he would do. After receiving the word, he started training 

young men on how to play ball on the level of the NFL. Coach Willis gives God all the credit for his ability to 

communicate with teenagers and young adults who seek a better way of life. Willis says he doesn’t want the program 

to just be about playing ball but to instill good character and integrity in the young athletes. He does this by mentoring 

the boys, getting them involved in community service, Bible Study and a reading improvement course. He encourages 

the student athletes to pray before they start the training sessions and they pray at the end of training sessions. He says 

he likes to let the boys know that they have to face reality. Once they leave the training program, they still have to be 

prepared for real life. Real life is hard. Yet, he teaches them that they can turn to God who is able to help them go 

through life. During the interview, Willis gives a number of success stories about young boys who faced adversities 

and disadvantages. But after going through his program, they were spotlighted with national recognition. Coach Willis 

says all he wants to do is to make himself available to youth, male and female, high school, and college and NFL 

draftees. He understands how important it is for young people to have trusted adults that they can confide in. Coach 

Willis gives God all the credit for his ability to coach, council and train young professional athletes and bring many 

of them to know Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.  
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Host Zachary Bigley interviews Tom Benz with Bridges of Faith International Ministries. Tom tells the story about 

how he started out as a Bible distributer with the International Bible Society and sensed a call from God to work with 

orphans in the recently collapsed Soviet Union. He wanted to place age appropriate scriptures in the hands of every 

orphan in that region. He says each time he’s gone back to that area of the world and looked into a child’s face, he 

could see the face of God. He speaks of how the first bus ride to the airport from the Ukrainian orphanage was the 

moment when his heart went out to the many children there who were without parents. He wasn’t sure what he would 

do, but knew he had to do something to help those children have a better more hopeful life. After several trips to the 

Ukraine, Tom Benz decided to start a work completely dedicated to those kids. This is the roots of Bridges of Faith. 

During a camp, he met a nine year old girl who gave up her hope for adoption because the couple wasn’t able to take 

her and her little brother. He said if this little girl would give up a dream life for the sake of someone else, certainly 

he could sacrifice his convenience to serve those children. He has opened a center that is a renovated fort in Elmore 

County Alabama where Christian couples wanting to adopt internationally can come and spend time with children 

from UK to see if God would connect them with a child or children at Bridgestone. He says once they see these 

beautiful, well behaved children, they fall in love with them immediately. While at Bridgestone, the children learn the 

Bible, they are educated and they learn life skills. When potential parents show an interest in adopting, they come and 

spend time working with and interacting with the children. Most do not leave empty handed. If they are eligible to 

adopt, the process is usually easier than through a government agency. The children spend one month at Bridges of 

Faith but while they are there, over half will get adopted here in Alabama. However, people from all over the country 

are coming to adopt, volunteer or to bring resources.    
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Host Zachary Bigley interviews Jennie Young, an adult counselor with Divorce Recovery at Absolutions Counseling 

Center. Young deals with married couples on the verge of getting a divorce. She says the first advice she would give 

as a counselor is “don’t get divorced.” She says God hates divorce. If any couple can get marital counseling and avoid 

divorce, that is what she would recommend. Usually children are involved in the life of the couple seeking divorce. 

One of the primary challenges with divorced couples is that the custodial parent deals with fatigue. That single parent 

is on duty 24/7. That parent has to sleep with “one eye open.” Then comes the issues with child care and depression 

often sinks in. The non-custodial parent has issues also, although not as many. The non-custodial parents often has 

guilt and loneliness because they are not as involved with the children as they feel they need to be. Married couples 

from earlier generations had a philosophy that if anything is broken, just fix it. But now, new couples feel that when 

something goes wrong, throw it away and get a new one. Ms. Young says all married couples should first try 

counseling with a pastor before making rash decisions on the outcome of their marriage. As easy as it is to give up. 

Most people find it is worth it to fight for the marriage. Even if the counseling comes from a Christian friend who is 

mature and experienced, it is better than getting a divorce. Getting God’s perspective on the matter will change 

everything. When people come in to the Absolutions Counseling Center for Divorce Recovery, they will receive a life 

plan packet. This packet includes information on finding a good church to attend, starting a checking and savings 

account with emergency funds set aside. They learn how to manage time, they are encouraged to go back to school if 

possible and the custodial parent needs to look into government assistance that will help with college expenses. She 

says child support is just not enough to take care of all expenses. Young says she became a Divorce Recovery 

Counselor after being divorced herself and raised two daughters. She wants others to know there is life after mistakes 

and that with God’s help, life will come back to the dead and hopeless situation.  
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Host Zachary Bigley interviews Coach Dezmond Willis, the owner of Top Rated Speed and Performance. His 

organization is involved with training young athletes with professional and personal goals. The program is four years 

old. Dezmond was in church when he received a prophetic message about how professional coaches and NFL coaches 

would make contact with him about a ministry work that he would do. After receiving the word, he started training 

young men on how to play ball on the level of the NFL. Coach Willis gives God all the credit for his ability to 

communicate with teenagers and young adults who seek a better way of life. Willis says he doesn’t want the program 

to just be about playing ball but to instill good character and integrity in the young athletes. He does this by mentoring 

the boys, getting them involved in community service, Bible Study and a reading improvement course. He encourages 

the student athletes to pray before they start the training sessions and they pray at the end of training sessions. He says 

he likes to let the boys know that they have to face reality. Once they leave the training program, they still have to be 

prepared for real life. Real life is hard. Yet, he teaches them that they can turn to God who is able to help them go 

through life. During the interview, Willis gives a number of success stories about young boys who faced adversities 

and disadvantages. But after going through his program, they were spotlighted with national recognition. Coach Willis 

says all he wants to do is to make himself available to youth, male and female, high school, and college and NFL 

draftees. He understands how important it is for young people to have trusted adults that they can confide in. Coach 

Willis gives God all the credit for his ability to coach, council and train young professional athletes and bring many 

of them to know Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.  
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CBN News Reporter Mark Martin Reports: Author and activist Erin Merryn is on a mission to protect children from 

being sexually abused. With millions of victims in the United States alone, the Illinois woman is taking her fight to all 

50 states and beyond. People magazine named her one of 15 women changing the world. With a bubbly baby girl, 

supportive husband, and infectious personality, you'd never guess Erin Merryn has endured tragic, unimaginable acts. 

This vibrant 30-year-old is a survivor of sexual abuse. Merryn said it started when she was just 6 years old at her first 

sleep-over. She said the uncle of her best friend sexually abused her during the night. The first time. Merryn never told 

anyone, and she says until she turned 8 and a half, when her family moved from the area, the man repeatedly sexually 

abused her. He even brutally raped her just weeks shy of her seventh birthday. She said he continued to threaten her to 

keep quiet, and she complied. Even after she and her family moved to a new neighborhood, sexual abuse continued. 

Merryn said this time the perpetrator was an older cousin, someone she had viewed as a brother figure. Merryn wrote 

about her despair in her childhood diary. Merryn finally broke her silence when her younger sister told her that she, 

too, was being sexually abused by the same cousin. The two told their parents who believed them 100 percent. The 

next step was telling their story to a forensic investigator at The Children's Advocacy Center of North and Northwest 

Cook County. More than 900 of these non-profit centers exist around the country. The room where Merryn found her 

voice has a two-way mirror. As she shared her story with a trained therapist, behind that mirror investigators listened, 

collecting information to build a case against a perpetrator. Merryn said her cousin confessed to the crime, was 

sentenced to seven years probation, and put in a sex offender treatment program instead of receiving jail time. However, 

her early childhood abuser was never prosecuted. What Merryn and her sister went through is by no means isolated. 

Merryn eventually went on to become a social worker at a counseling agency. But God had different plans for her to 

help children and teens on a national and international level. He used her childhood diary to spark a new idea. At that, 

Erin's Law was born. The law requires age-appropriate personal body safety and sexual abuse prevention curriculum 

for pre-kindergarten through 12th grade students in public schools. It educates kids on safe touch, unsafe touch; safe 

secrets, unsafe secrets; how to get away and tell. Merryn is on a mission to find either a state senator or representative 

in each state to sponsor the bill, draft it, and introduce it to lawmakers for an eventual vote. Erin's Law is spreading like 

wildfire, even drawing the attention of celebrities like Oprah and Katie Couric, and magazines like People and 

Glamour. In a little more than four years it's passed in 21 states and pending in 22, with seven to go. It's a legacy she'll 

leave for her baby girl and millions of other children who, because of a law, will be protected from the grip of sexual 

abuse. 
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Host Linda Bell interviews Attorney Terry Davis, a local business consultant about how biblical applications can help 

business people to succeed. Davis has a passion to help small businesses succeed. Being a business man and 

entrepreneur for many years, Davis found the key to success. He noticed many new businesses failing within their 

first few years of operation. He discovered that they were failing for one main reason; they did not follow Bible 

principles. He says when he began working with new businesses, he felt that they all seem to have a void in their 

business plan. The void was that God was not a part of the plan. In his consultant business, he likes to show people 

Biblical principles that have worked for centuries without fail when people exercise them properly. Christ needs to be 

in the mix when it comes down to how business is approached. He believes that by doing business this way, the success 

rate will increase and the economy will thrive. Davis wrote a book recently on how to succeed in business. In his book, 

he touches on many of the technical reasons why businesses fail. However, he wants to focus more on the internal 

reasons why businesses fail. Often people don’t see the impact failed businesses have on the economy. This failure in 

business impacts the family, the individual and even one’s overall health. He helps people look internally at some of 

the spiritual things that may be guiding their decisions in starting a business. He says one cannot separate the spiritual 

life from the business life. It is absolutely wrong to try and divide the two. They must operate hand in hand in order 

to have success. He says a person’s faith should be intertwined with his business practices or else he will run into 

problems. Business owners face the same problems in business as they do in their personal lives. This is the reason 

that faith and business have to be combined. A good attitude determines one’s latitude. In Davis’s book he shares that 

starting the day of giving God thanks ushers in a righteous mindset that sets the tone for the day. An attitude of 

gratitude yields a high altitude of success. Keeping God first and seeking His will, Helps a person to overcome the 

adversities while producing wisdom for practical everyday living. 
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Host Linda Bell interviews Michael Coleman, the Director and Co-Founder of hope Inspired Ministries to discuss the 

chronically unemployed and the economic separation of class in America. Hope Inspired Ministries started out of a 

need to get people delivered from poverty in the local community. He saw the huge barriers that people in poverty 

face. Even though there were already some great organizations serving people in poverty. But he says often we are 

helping people survive in poverty and not empowering them to get out of poverty. The reality is, “if you are without 

the capacity to get a job, you are without hope” says Coleman. Hope Inspired teaches people that they were created in 

God’s image and that He has given them special abilities to take care of themselves and provide for their families. But 

they didn’t have a pathway to that success. The ministry tries to fill that void by providing the tools for the people to 

work with. They show poverty bound people how they can have access to the workforce and how they can have a 

better life. He says there are many people who desperately want to work. Those growing up in the middle class 

environment often look at people who are unemployed and think that is someone who doesn’t want to work. That is a 

misconception. There are many barriers that keep people out of the workforce.  People who grow up in middleclass 

environments cannot see the barriers facing those in poverty but they are there. These are the barriers that stand in 

their way of acquiring employment. They want to work but they don’t have a pathway to get there. He states that most 

organizations give to help the poor in emergency situations, but not many will take the time to teach people how to go 

out to search for a job, write their resumes and follow up with employers. Hope inspired takes the job search a step 

further by giving life-skills training, resolving conflict courses and financial management classes that help people not 

only get a job but to keep a job. They teach what the middleclass workforce will expect out of them and help them 

overcome the barriers they are commonly facing. Coleman says there is situational poverty and generational poverty. 

Situational poverty is when someone has a crisis that taking an emergency gift could get them by for a while. This can 

affect any people class. But generational poverty is when a person needs more than just enough to get by on. People 

in generational poverty could be given a thousand dollars today and tomorrow they are back in the same rut they were 

in before because they do not know how to manage their finances. The ministry evaluates the need of the people and 

provide training that can get them gainfully employed.  
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Lee Cash with People That Care Ministry. The ministry began in 1983 in Elmore 

County to meet the needs of people who lack food, clothing and finances. They found a central location for the outreach 

so that needy people would not have to go from church to church searching for clothes, food and finances. The building 

is located in Elmore County but the ministry serves the tri-county area. The building is small and limited to how much 

material can be stored in the old abandoned house. Some examples of people who were helped by the ministry are 

people who have run out of gas for their car, some have run out of money for food or medicines, others need help with 

rent and some need utilities turned on. “We are a crisis based outreach primarily for those within the county. But if 

people are traveling, we try to help those people also,” says Mr. Cash. People who have a crisis such as a house fire 

and that caused them to lose their possessions, could come into the center and apply for help on Monday, Wednesday 

or Friday. They will sit down with a counselor who will discuss the situation and asses the person’s eligibility for 

assistance. Then the applicant can look through the pantry and clothing closet to pick out what is needed. Being that 

People That Care is a crisis based organization, it is only enough to get a family through the crisis period but not 

enough to sustain them for life. The center can help with financial aid for gasoline to get a child to a doctor or some 

emergency along that line. A record is kept on file as to who was helped. Cash says whenever the ministry is unable 

to meet the full need, they will recommend the applicant to other resources in the area. It is not necessary to belong to 

a church in order to get help from People That Care Ministries. However, the counselors do encourage clients to get 

into church and develop a relationship with Jesus Christ. Before clients leave the center, a counselor will pray with 

them. During the interview, Mr. Cash gave several success stories to give examples of the kind of outreach they have.     
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Dr. Lateasa Hicks with Mary Ellen’s Hearth, a transitional program for homeless 

women with children. This program stems out of another transitional housing program that goes back as far as 1904. 

Mary Ellen’s Hearth is unique from most homeless shelters in that it takes in women even if they do not have domestic 

violence situation or substance abuse background. The women are allowed to stay there up to two years and while 

there, they learn skills that help them to become productive citizens to serve the community. Hicks says she felt a call 

to work with women who don’t seem to have a voice to express their need. She works as an advocate liaison for 

homeless women. Nationally, 65% of the homeless population are children. One out of 30 children are homeless in 

North America. One main problem in serving the homeless community is that most programs only serve the need of 

the mother but overlook the need of the child. This ministry recognizes that the child is experiencing change and life 

altering barriers. Therefore, the facility is equipped with children’s playrooms, playground and toys, as well as a child 

friendly environment. Life skills are also taught the children while they are living at the facility. It is healthy for the 

children and for the family to learn skills and remain useful as they are making a transition back into a home. The 

children can still go to school and keep up with their peers, never missing a beat after leaving a stable home 

environment. Some women experience homelessness as a way of life. It is a cycle that never breaks. They are 

homeless, their mother and grandmother were homeless and now their children are experiencing the same thing. But 

Mary Ellen’s Hearth wants to break that cycle. Hicks says society makes the mistake often of trying to treat new 

problems with old models. If we have a 1920’s perspective, we will see that it cannot work. There are constant changes 

in the resources and techniques. She says it is important to look at more effective and innovative ways to deliver 

services. The main challenge facing Mary Ellen’s Hearth is getting the women motivated. Many women need to know 

that change is necessary. They have a mentality that they will be stuck in the same situation for life. The ministry 

provides tools and information that will help give the women and their children a new perspective that will lead them 

out of poverty and into independence.  
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Host Zachary Bigley interviews Pam Goodwin with MACOA, the Montgomery Area Council on Aging. Pam 

Goodwin says she has always loved working with elderly people long before coming to Montgomery to work with 

MACOA. She has a passion for the elderly. In Montgomery County alone, 400 meals are served to seniors, every day 

through the Meals on Wheels program. In addition to that, there are over 275 people on the waiting list. For every 

person taken off the waiting list, two or three are added to the waiting list. There was a time when several generations 

lived in one house. But now, people are spreading out, leaving home in search for a career and it’s the elderly parent 

or grandparent who is left alone with no one to look after them. Many of the elderly are sickly or unable to manage 

their home well. Therefore, MACOA seeks to ensure that seniors in the Montgomery area are served at least one hot, 

healthy meal per day. This meal is not just a nutritious meal but an opportunity for someone to check in on the seniors 

and relieve them of loneliness. Elderly adults look forward to having company over even if it’s just for a few minutes 

to serve them a plate of food and ask about their wellbeing.  Volunteers with the Meals on Wheels program are caring 

individuals from local churches who have a passion to serve the elderly. They report any signs of abuse. They may 

also do minor chores around the house as they see a need at the times the meals are served. Volunteers are rewarded 

with the satisfaction that they know they are doing the will of God. They are feeding the hungry and taking care of the 

most vulnerable citizens in the community.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


