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                                                       TOPIC 

            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  

TITLE     Youth   28:45        14:48          L        PA/O    01/03/14      12:00PM  

                        01/04/14       03:00AM  

JOY IN                01/07/14       10:30AM  

OUR TOWN                               01/08/14      03:00AM  

#0103-14                01/10/14      03:00AM 

 
Host Felicia Taylor interviews Mickey Hutto with Workforce Development to discuss unemployed youths who are 

high school drop-outs. The Workforce Development Division of ADECA administers the Federal Workforce 

Investment Act which targets money to serve adults, youth and dislocated workers who have never been able to 

enter the workforce or who have lost their jobs due to plant closers. The youth programs are targeted to low income 

youth. Most of the youth have not finished high school but some have. However, this past year nearly 3000 youth 

were served in the program. Hutto says 65 of the 67 counties in Alabama are served under ADECA. In 2012, just 

under 3000 youth were served in a variety of programs. There are 22 comprehensive career centers throughout the 

state of Alabama. 

 

Youth who are eligible to get a job will go through the eligibility process first. Once they meet the qualifications and 

assessment is done to find out what their goals are. Hutto says within the 65 counties there are 16 programs in place 

specifically for serving youth to give them the skills and education needed to enter into the workforce, get training 

or get a GED if they need to. He says funds are used to assist the youth in getting into a community college if they 

need to.  

 

Hutto says that the number of unemployed youth in the Montgomery area has not particularly increased recently. He 

says the numbers are steady in this area. Nationwide, between the 16 to 24 year old age group, about 13 percent are 

unemployed as of the survey done back in April of 2013. In Alabama, the number was almost identical. He says 

adult unemployment for the state is at about 7 percent. Therefore the youth population of unemployed citizens is 

about double that of adults.  

 

The targeted youth for the Workforce program include youth parents, youth offenders, youth with developmental 

issues or those suffering abuse. They usually lack in thought skills, problem solving skills, discipline and 

communication skills, also known as soft skills. Through adult education, they learn how to call in to work to let the 

employer know when they will be late, they learn the importance of being on time, being honest and doing the work 

they are paid to do. He says the young adults who get into the ADECA Workforce Development System can get 

prepared for life and are placed on the level to compete with anyone who finished high school. 
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                    TOPIC 

            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  

TITLE      Youth   28:45           13:09          L        PA/O    01/31/14      12:00PM  

                        02/01/14       03:00AM  

JOY IN                02/03/14       10:30AM  

OUR TOWN                               02/04/14      03:00AM  

#0131-14               02 /06/14      03:00AM 

 
Host Felicia Taylor interviews Verina Mead with Brantwood Children’s Home to talk about homeless children that 

end up at Brantwood. Mead says the children that come to Brantwood come by the recommendation of the 

Department of Human Resources. They come from homes where abuse, neglect and abandonment have taken place. 

At that time the children do not have a safe biological family to call their own. The Department of Human Resources 

then, attempts to place them in another home. Usually they are placed in the home of another relative but if that is 

not an option, they will be placed in the Foster Care System. This is where Brantwood and other agencies like it 

come into play.  

Brantwood houses on an average of 36 children. They serve the ages from ten years old to twenty one. Brantwood 

has an onsite school for the children which make it unique from other Foster Care programs. The school takes 

students from the 5
th

 to 12
th

 grade. The purpose of the school is to help shift the children’s focus from survival mode 

into opportunities. Once the children are educated the bonds of victimization are broken. Mead says the children at 

Brantwood are able to get an individualized education from a highly qualified certified teacher. When the children 

are allowed to work at their own pace, their grades’  ”sky rocket,” according to Mead. Many of them move on to go 

to college and become very productive in society. 

Brantwood also has living quarters off site which allows those youngsters who are in college to live more 

independently. Those who live in the offsite apartments have case workers who will go by to check on them to make 

sure they are making a smooth transition into independent living. They make sure their bills are being paid, that they 

are staying on top of their homework and taking care of their nutritional needs.  

Whenever case workers are involved with checking up on the young people in the program, Mead says it feels like a 

family. It is the family element that Brantwood really wants to stress. The children feel like they are attached to a 

family with the staff at Brantwood throughout the rest of their lives.  

Most of the children come from very challenging backgrounds. These negative backgrounds place them at risk of a 

troubling future. Brantwood works to stir the children from attitudes that could keep them from success into 

believing they still have a hope and a bright future. Mead says their past does not define who they are and that it is 

important to teach them survival but also help them have a since that they belong. 
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                     TOPIC 

            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  

TITLE      Youth   28:45           13:09          L        PA/O    02/07/14      12:00PM  

                        02/08/14       03:00AM  

JOY IN                02/10/14       10:30AM  

OUR TOWN                               02/11/14     01:30 AM  

            03:00 AM  

#0207-14               02 /13/14      03:00AM 

 

Host Felicia Taylor interviews Verina Mead with Brantwood Children’s Home to talk about homeless children that 

end up at Brantwood. Mead says the children that come to Brantwood come by the recommendation of the 

Department of Human Resources. They come from homes where abuse, neglect and abandonment have taken place. 

At that time the children do not have a safe biological family to call their own. The Department of Human Resources 

then, attempts to place them in another home. Usually they are placed in the home of another relative but if that is 

not an option, they will be placed in the Foster Care System. This is where Brantwood and other agencies like it 

come into play.  

Brantwood houses on an average of 36 children. They serve the ages from ten years old to twenty one. Brantwood 

has an onsite school for the children which make it unique from other Foster Care programs. The school takes 

students from the 5
th

 to 12
th

 grade. The purpose of the school is to help shift the children’s focus from survival mode 

into opportunities. Once the children are educated the bonds of victimization are broken. Mead says the children at 

Brantwood are able to get an individualized education from a highly qualified certified teacher. When the children 

are allowed to work at their own pace, their grades’  ”sky rocket,” according to Mead. Many of them move on to go 

to college and become very productive in society. 

Brantwood also has living quarters off site which allows those youngsters who are in college to live more 

independently. Those who live in the offsite apartments have case workers who will go by to check on them to make 

sure they are making a smooth transition into independent living. They make sure their bills are being paid, that they 

are staying on top of their homework and taking care of their nutritional needs.  

Whenever case workers are involved with checking up on the young people in the program, Mead says it feels like a 

family. It is the family element that Brantwood really wants to stress. The children feel like they are attached to a 

family with the staff at Brantwood throughout the rest of their lives.  

Most of the children come from very challenging backgrounds. These negative backgrounds place them at risk of a 

troubling future. Brantwood works to stir the children from attitudes that could keep them from success into 

believing they still have a hope and a bright future. Mead says their past does not define who they are and that it is 

important to teach them survival but also help them have a since that they belong. 
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                       TOPIC 

            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  

TITLE    Youth    28:45        14:20          L        PA/O    01/31/14      12:00PM  

                        02/02/14       03:00AM  

JOY IN                02/04/14       10:30AM  

OUR TOWN                               02/05/14      03:00AM  

#0131-14               02/07/14      03:00AM 

 
Host Felicia Taylor interviews Shannon Andress with the Alabama Cooperative Extension System  to talk about 

youth development. The four H program in the local area is reaching out to young people to help them prepare for 

the future. The 4H program is the largest youth development program in the world. Andress says one of the life 

skills lacking in most youth today is communication. Most youth do not know how to write resumes and interview 

properly. They also don’t understand proper follow-up. Research shows that most of the jobs that will be available 

in the future are what is called STEM based jobs, Science, Technology, Engineering and Math. These are the skills 

required for the future. Because 4H is a direct outreach of the University, hands-on training can be provided. This 

program is helping provide young people with those critical life skills.  

 

A recent study shows that there are four belonging elements need for survival in our world today. They are called 

the big “Ms” belongingness, generosity, independence and mastery. She says that 4H is the only youth development 

program that provides all four of those key elements.  

 

Many youth do not feel that they are a part of a family oriented program can feel that with 4H. She says students do 

not get those life skills in a traditional school setting but they can get that training through being a member of 4H. 

 

Youth drop out of schools because they don’t feel the belonging that they need. She says securing a job requires 

pleasing an employer. Without life skills, they will not be able to deal with holding a job. Often they don’t know 

how to have positive interaction with others. 

 

She says research shows that 60 to 80 percent of the jobs in the next few years will be blue color jobs. She shays 

youth need to be prepared for manual labor jobs. Even if they don’t go to a four year college, they can be trained to 

work on manual labor jobs. It is still necessary for them to learn communication skills and managing money. They 

can still rise to leadership just because they posses good communications skills.  

 

Youth who are involved in 4H and other development programs always get off to a good start in life and help to 

build families and community.   
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                    TOPIC 

            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  

TITLE     Youth   28:45           14:48          L        PA/O    02/28/14      12:00PM  

                        03/01/14       03:00AM  

JOY IN                03/03/14       10:30AM  

OUR TOWN                               03/04/14      03:00AM  

#0228-14                03/06/14      03:00AM 

 
Host Felicia Taylor interviews Charlott Morrison with the Equal Justice Initiative. Morrison discusses the problem 

of a growing number of teenagers being incarcerated in the local jails and prisons. At Tutwiler Women’s Prison in 

Elmore County, there are reports of various incidences of rape. Many of the inmates there are teenage girls. In 

Alabama children at the age of 14 who are charged with a felony crime and convicted are sent to Tutwiler. She says 

a significant number of children are there and are talked to during the course of an investigation. Morrison states that 

a letter sent to Governor Bentley from the Department of Justice indicates that each of the women living at Tutwiler 

lives in fear. She says it is a much sexualized environment. Thirty percent of the officers at Tutwiler are drawn into a 

sex abuse investigation involving an inmate. Over 50 women and girls were interviewed at the prison and they all 

say they are terrified of what might happen to them if they report the sexual misconduct of the correction officers. 

Each of those interviewed said they had been a victim of sexual assault or had witnessed other inmates being 

assaulted.  

A 14 year old in a general population jail cell with adult men or women is very vulnerable. This kind of life places a 

young person at risk of being sexually abused more so in an adult facility than in a juvenile facility. Studies show 

that they are six times more likely to be sexually abused in an adult facility than in a Juvenile facility. In other states 

children who are convicted like an adult will spend time in a juvenile facility and then transferred to an adult facility 

at 18 years old. In a juvenile facility, youngster can at least pursue their education and get a GED. Morrison says 

work is underway to get Alabama’s system changed to where juveniles will not have to spend time in jail with 

adults. 

Alabama is sending a message to children who are involved with property crimes, drug crimes and other felony 

crimes that this state is tough on crime and young people better think twice before committing a felony. Morrison 

says this is not a good message to children. She says a 14 year old locked in a cell or placed in isolation will stop 

growing. When their growth is stunted, they do not learn a sense of responsibility and how to cope with life. When 

they are placed in an all adult environment without the opportunity to work, study and experience childhood, they 

will not be able to advance themselves. All the social studies confirm that this is not helping the children reintegrate 

into society.   

Morrison says it is a shame that during the 1970s society turned to the criminal justice system to solve the problems 

in society be it mental illness, drug abuse and now behavioral issues. The criminal justice system has not solved any 

of those problems. “All we have done is warehouse people outside of our view,” Morrison says. In Alabama, she 

says many 14 year old children are serving life sentences without the possibility of parole. She says the research 

shows that 73 children at the age of 13 and 14 in The United States are serving life sentences without the possibility 

of parole. The policy makers and law makers are often unaware of this situation. In prison, there is the lack of 

human dignity, health deteriorates due to lack of activity and a person’s overall self-worth is destroyed. There are a 

limited number of programs that are available to inmates to restore their human dignity, such as job skills programs, 

educational programs and coping skills programs. In Alabama, the incarcerated people are overwhelmingly poor. 

They are disenfranchised having no power to change the circumstances. This is why advocacy groups are searching 

for ways to change the laws in our state.   
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         TOPIC 

            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  

TITLE       Youth    28:45        14:20          L        PA/O    03/21/14      12:00PM  

                        03/22/14       03:00AM  

JOY IN                03/24/14       10:30AM  

OUR TOWN                               03/25/14      03:00AM  

#0321-14               03/27/14      03:00AM 

  

Host Felicia Taylor interviews Bretia Gordon with the Alabama Cooperative Extension Services to discuss problems 

with youth in Montgomery. She says it is unknown how many young people are having trouble with dropping out of 

school, anger and bullying but the number is high.  In schools there are many issues: Fighting, bullying in schools 

across all age groups. There are a growing number of girls getting into fights at school now. Solving conflicts is a 

problem with most young people. Gordon’s agency serves Montgomery and other counties. They provide research 

based programs. They provide education to people who don’t have access to information. She says she doesn’t 

provide counseling and therapy. If a student wants to discuss problems in private with her she will. 

Anger is a big issue stemming from many different areas in life. Most of the anger is not related to bullying. 

However problems come from their relationships with Family, Social Media and people they deal with at School. 

The lack of resolving conflicts does affect the learning in the classrooms. Teachers are spending too much time 

correcting teens with anger and disrupting the class. It affects everyone. Elementary children are also faced with 

bullying. All age groups are affected by bullying in some ways. Even adults are bullying. She does bullying 

programs for all ages by partnering with agencies in the area. 

It can be detected when something in a child is wrong.  Parents need to be aware of stages of development. They 

should pay attention early in a child’s life.  When a child reaches School age there will be changes in their Social 

skills. This is why ACES is providing parenting programs. Parents don’t understand developing stages in children 

often times. The parents need to know different ways of disciplining children.  

Success stories are shared during the interview. Mss Gordon says she gets good responses from both the parents and 

students involved in this program. They have positive results. When they are not judged, they relax. The program 

helps them to set goals. The program also helps them think about their future. Godon’s advice for teens is to give 

parents a chance, though they are not perfect they are trying. She says open communication is important for both 

parents and children. She says parents need to create an atmosphere of communication with children. 
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                                                           TOPIC 

            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  

TITLE    Family   28:45        14:48          L        PA/O    01/03/14      12:00PM  

                        01/04/14       03:00AM  

JOY IN                01/07/14       10:30AM  

OUR TOWN                              01/08/14       03:00AM  

#0103-14               01/10/14      03:00AM 

 
Host Felicia Taylor interviews Cristie de la Vega with Child Protect, to talk about the sexual abuse of children. 

Cristie says statistics are done on a fiscal year basis. From October 2012 to October 2013, 318 report s of sexual 

abuse toward children came in for the city of Montgomery. She says 98 percent were sexual abuse of a child, 2 

percent were children witnessing some kind of violent act of sexual physical abuse. She says the number of reports 

is on the increase from year to year. However, she does not know if the increase is due to the number of abuses or if 

there are more reports because of the awareness of sexual abuse.  

Cristie says 93 percent of the children know their offender. The offender is usually a relative or someone that has  

close relations with the family. Children often are afraid to tell about the abuse because they don’t want to get the 

offender in trouble. She says most of the abuses happen within the home, neighborhood or a place where the child 

regularly frequents.  

Last year, more than 600 children in the surrounding counties were served as having been sexually abused. She says 

children suffer emotional damage after seeing violent crimes, rapes or murders. Therefore, Child Protect provides a 

child friendly, mutual environment for children. The child will tell the story of the abuse one time as it is recorded 

on a DVD and the DVD is used as evidence in a criminal case. 

Most family members and parents are shocked to know that their child or family member is a victim of sexual abuse. 

It is especially traumatizing to know that the abuse was perpetrated by another family member. Cristie says she 

advises people that sexual abuse knows no boundaries. It crosses the lines of socioeconomic communities, races, 

religions, etc. Knowing that it could happen to anyone, can soften the impact of finding out that it has happened to 

your family, according to Cristie de la Vega. She says it is good for parents to talk to their children and develop a 

trusting relationship with them. Children need to talk about what is happening to them so that it will not leave a 

damaging scar on their emotions for life.  

Cristie says parents need to know their children and look for behavioral signs. They should see if a child has any 

sexually inappropriate behaviors, if their behavior changes toward members of the opposite sex, if they become 

withdrawn of not sleeping well at night. She says that children that have been abused sexually will often times act 

out inappropriately with other children.  

Child Protect offers counseling to parents and children who have been victimized by child abuse. They also help in 

investigation of a crime that involves child sex abuse.    
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                                                                 TOPIC 

            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  

TITLE    Family   28:45        14:48          L        PA/O    01/10/14      12:00PM  

                        01/11/14       03:00AM  

JOY IN                01/13/14       10:30AM  

OUR TOWN                              01/14/14       03:00AM  

#0110-14               01/16/14      03:00AM 

 

  
Host Felicia Taylor interviews Delta Kelly with the House2House Program to talk about the issues families face 

with poor housing in west Montgomery. Kelly and her husband moved into a house in West Montgomery as a 

ministry project to help needy families. The primary problem they found in West Montgomery was the poor 

conditions of the homes. Most families could not afford to repair their homes. The plumbing, electrical work and 

even the physical structures were in bad condition. The families were struggling to make ends meet while their 

houses were unsafe to live in and falling apart. The ministry has completed repairing 12 homes with the 

collaborating efforts of other organizations within the past two years. Currently new 20 homes are under 

construction in West Montgomery. Kelly says that area of town used to be very vibrant but there was a slow decline 

over the years. When drugs were introduced to the neighborhood the more affluent families decided to leave. The 

home owners decided to rent the homes out and that caused the property values to decline. The landlords don’t see 

much of a need to reinvest in the homes to keep them up, according to Kelly. This leaves many families who are 

living in those old homes in a destitute situation. Kelly says that God created us to desire dignity and respect. But 

living in rundown housing really affects people in how they feel about themselves. She says it brings them down and 

makes them more susceptible to the influences of the community. She says other than the housing problems most of 

the families living in the Washington Park are where her ministry serves, are single parent homes. Out of the 100 

children who are involved in the Common Ground program, only about five have a father living in the home. Those 

families live in an area where there is violence, drugs and prostitution. She says for these reasons her ministry 

decided to move into the community to work with families hoping to change a community by changing the 

mentality of some of the families.  
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                     TOPIC 

            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  

TITLE    Family   28:45           14:20            L        PA/O    01/23/14      12:00PM  

                        01/24/14       03:00AM  

JOY IN                01/26/14       10:30AM  

OUR TOWN                              01/27/14      03:00AM  

#0123-14               01/29/14      03:00AM 

 

Host Felicia Taylor interviews Alicia Foster with FOCAL to discuss the struggles many families in the local area are 

facing. Most families are facing serious financial troubles. She says many face troubles because they maybe on low 

wage jobs, inadequate healthcare services, or grandparents with a fixed income who have to raise children. She says 

the families her agency is assisting consists of mostly single parent homes. Many grandparents are raising their 

grandchildren and other relatives are struggling trying to raise their sibling’s children. The impact on the children is 

devastating. They worry because they know that the family is struggling financially and they have anxiety. They are 

often hungry, they don’t do as well in school and they often act out at school. Ultimately, the children will drop out 

of school.  

 

Foster says counseling is available for families and children who are experiencing adverse circumstances. She adds 

that when parents are going through hardships the children will feel the effects from it. The children are impacted in 

a negative way when they see their parents facing unemployment, alcohol and drug abuse and other troubles.  

 

FOCAL is reaching out to families facing these strained situations. FOCAL held town hall meetings throughout the 

state to have families come to talk about their problems. Once the problems are identified, solutions can be worked 

out and addressed. Elected officials and other leaders attended the town hall meetings. A National platform was 

adopted which spoke to the issues that the people talked about. In 2008 a delegation went to Washington to present 

the platform at the capital. 

 

In Montgomery, many families are served. She says hundreds of families are involved in the program with the idea 

of helping the children. Childcare training is provided to the caregivers. Workshops and meetings are held to give 

instruction to those who are in the program. The training is for the childcare facilities. Parents are then given 

information on how to care for the children under difficult circumstances.  
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                                                                                               TOPIC 

            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  

TITLE       Family  28:45           13:39          L        PA/O    02/14/14      12:00PM  

                        02/15/14       03:00AM  

JOY IN                02/17/14       10:30AM  

OUR TOWN                               02/18/14      01:30AM  

             03:00AM  

#0214-14               02 /13/14     03:00AM 

 

Host Felicia Taylor interviews Danielle Rudolph with the Alabama Cooperative Extension System to talk about why 

more and more grandparents are raising their grandchildren as their own children. Rudolph says that in the 

Montgomery area according to the U.S. Census Borough more than 3000 grandparents are responsible for the 

raising of their grandchildren. There are some grandparents who are providing support and some who live in the 

same household as the parents. However, other grandparents are taking on the role of the parents. This group has a 

rising statistic. These are the grandparents who provide food, clothing, shelter, transportation and medical care of 

their grandchildren. In Montgomery County, there are over 3000 of those.  

 

Rudolph says there are a number of reasons why the grandparents are taking on the role as primary caregiver. She 

says many parents are incarcerated. When a single mother is arrested, her small children will often go to her parents 

to be raised by them. In other cases, DHR will remove children from their birth parents because of substance abuse.  

Parents who are deployed for military active duty overseas will turn their children over to the grandparents and the 

death of a parent may also necessitate grandparents raising their grandchildren. Now we are seeing more 

grandparents assuming the role as parents when their teenagers are having babies they aren’t able to take care of.   

 

Adjusting to the role of parents in the modern world is tough for grandparents who thought they were finished with 

raising young children. Many grandparents will have made plans to live differently after retirement. They may have 

to renovate their home, or get new furniture. It is a financial strain on most grandparents having to bring young 

children into the house. They have to make schedule changes centered on the children they only expected would 

come and go. When grandparents were looking forward to moving into the next stage in life, now they have to start 

over.  They have to work with the schools in the community and do many of the things they had hoped were long 

past. When the grandparents are helping their grandchildren with homework, many are still frightened by the use of 

technology and the changes in math and other subjects.  

 

With the increase of teen parenting there is also the increase of younger grandparents. While a parent is trying to get 

their own children through high school, they also have grandchildren who they have to place in Daycare.  

 

Rudolph also discusses the struggles and adjustments for the grandchildren whose parents are incarcerated or 

deployed etc. Now those children have to adjust to the grandparent’s form of parenting. While the children are 

trying to make adjustments to a new environment they are also perplexed as to why their parents are not with them 

or why can’t they see mom or dad as often as they would like.  

 

ACES now offers help to the grandparents and their grandchildren through the GRAND RAP   program. It is an 

educational program for primary caregivers who need assistance and counseling.  This program serves the 

Montgomery, Autauga and Elmore Counties.  ACES, the Central Alabama Aging Consortium and the Family 

Guidance Center are in partnership to offer a six month series program which meets monthly to provide resources 

and education for primary caregivers.      
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         TOPIC 

            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  

TITLE      Family  28:45           13:13          L        PA/O    02/21/14      12:00PM  

                        02/22/14       03:00AM  

JOY IN                02/23/14       10:30AM  

OUR TOWN                               02/24/14      01:30AM  

             03:00AM  

#0221-14               02 /26/14     03:00AM 

 

Host Felicia Taylor interviews Dr. Calvin Moore with the Alabama Department of Human Resources. The subject 

discussed in this interview is the importance of affordable, quality childcare. Moore says there are a number of 

families struggling with affording childcare. In fact he says most families struggle with the cost of high quality 

childcare. About 28,000 children are served through the Department of Human Resources each month. He says that 

is not enough because around 9,000 families across the state are on a waiting list. These numbers are really 

impactful according to Moore. The 9,000 on the waiting list do have needs and they are eligible for assistance. 

 

He says there are families making due in a variety of ways when they do not have assistance from the government. 

Some of them have family members taking care of them. It is just unfortunate for the 9,000 who are eligible for the 

services the Department provides but there are no slots for them.  

 

The cost of childcare is on the rise because food costs are going up, fuel costs and all other costs associated with 

providing childcare are rising. The childcare industry is different from most industries in that they are market driven. 

Childcare providers are struggling to provide quality childcare as the cost of everything is rising. They are limited by 

what parents are able to pay. In the Montgomery region Moore says for care of an infant and toddler the rate is about 

$95.00 per week per child. For a preschooler it is about $85.00 per week and for a school aged child it is about 

$79.00 per week. Most daycare providers will charge more than that but these are the costs DHR will reimburse 

them and the parent will pay the difference.  

 

The Childcare Subsidy Program is designed to help struggling parents who are eligible for assistance with childcare. 

Through a block grant the childcare and development fund offered by the Federal Government, a low income 

approved subsidy training program. Providers will register for the program and DHR will determine who is eligible 

for this program. Some families may choose to place their children in a registered childcare facility or they may 

choose to leave their children with a relative. The subsidy can be used for either a facility or a relative when the 

parent meets the eligibility standards. Eligibility is determined by the income of the family, the age of the children, 

whether the family is involved in training programs or not etc.  
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         TOPIC 

            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  

TITLE   Family   28:45           14:48          L        PA/O    02/28/14      12:00PM  

                        03/01/14       03:00AM  

JOY IN                03/03/14       10:30AM  

OUR TOWN                               03/04/14      03:00AM  

#0228-14               03/06/14      03:00AM 

  

 

Host Felicia Taylor interviews Steven Stedson with Alabama Arise to discuss payday loans and the severe 

consequences they have on the citizens of the Montgomery area. Many families in the area depend on the payday 

loan businesses to help make ends meet. It is unknown how many people are using these services because there is no 

requirement in the state for those lenders to report how many loans they make each year. In Montgomery alone there 

are eighty stores.  National data shows that it is a very profitable business.  Each customer seems to use these 

services approximately eight times per year. In comparison, Montgomery has about 3 or 4 McDonalds and 3 or 4 

Starbucks but eighty Payday Loan storefronts.  

Pawnshops and other businesses offer what is called an auto title loan. It is really just a pawn like pawning a guitar, 

golf clubs etc. Some pawn shops will allow people to go in with their auto title on paper in exchange for three or 

four thousand dollars in cash or whatever half the value of the car or truck is. Those loans are very dangerous 

because they are three hundred percent loans. Most people are not able to pay those loans back because the interest 

is too high.  

A payday loan is a failed experiment. Back in the 1990s a group of people got together to see if they could loan 

money to people who needed it real fast. Stedson says, “The idea was to take a post dated check into a payday lender 

and if you needed $100, you would write the check for $117.50.” So $17.50 for every $100.00 gets very expensive. 

Most of the loans are no more than $500.00 per loan. The loans are due for payoff within about two weeks. The 

tragedy is, many people think they can have $500.00 in two weeks but in two weeks they don’t have it. Then they 

are further in debt than they were before. If the money is not there and the lender cashes the check, there will be an 

overdraft and an overdraft fee on top of that. The lender may even offer the borrower another loan to pay off the 

original loan extending the debt even further. Stedson says it’s like the Mafia, in that all people are doing is buying 

more time every two weeks. People may come back again and again because they can never pay back that original 

principle so they are just digging a hole.  

North Carolina got rid of their payday loan companies. They started by placing an interest rate cap on all small 

loans. The University of North Carolina did a study and discovered that after the state got rid of payday loan 

companies, there was no decrease in the availability of credit to borrowers. The people were able to go to other 

places to get loans. When people were asked where they went to get financial help when payday loans were 

unavailable the number one answer was family and friends. The number two answer was banks and credit unions. 

People were able to plan their financial future better by getting loans from the bank. They may not get money as fast 

but it is cheaper and more secure when people use banks and credit unions. For the people who do not qualify for 

bank loans, there are churches and nonprofit groups who set aside funds for needy borrowers. Some people have to 

file bankruptcy. But all of that is better than having a payday loan which adds more and more debt on top of the 

original amount of money a person wants to borrow.  
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        TOPIC 

            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  

TITLE              Minority Issues  28:45           13:13          L        PA/O    02/21/14      12:00PM  

                        02/22/14       03:00AM  

JOY IN                02/23/14       10:30AM  

OUR TOWN                               02/24/14      01:30AM  

             03:00AM  

#0221-14               02 /26/14     03:00AM 

 

Host Felicia Taylor interviews Sophia Bracy Harris with the Alabama Southern Rural Black Women Initiative. 

Harris talks about some challenges that young black women are facing in the Montgomery area. Harris says many 

black women are in need of childcare services. Many young black women are lacking support for quality childcare. 

She says while women are trying to work to take care of their families, the children are in danger of being kept in an 

unsafe and unhealthy environment. She says the cost of childcare is the third largest expense in a family budget.  

This impacts the community because many of the young women have to work shifts and jobs where their children 

are shifted from place to place. She says when children are not kept in a place where they can feel secure and have 

boundaries more problems are created. The economic issue is the overriding issue found to be a threat that many 

families face. The fragmented work situation and the need for adequate childcare is having a dramatic impact on the 

family life in the Montgomery communities. 

 

Harris says the number of single mother families without adequate childcare is on the increase in the local area. The 

main reason for the increase is because the number of jobs is decreasing. These women are working 10 and 12 hour 

shifts, some are working several part-time jobs. In either instance, they have to move their children around from 

person to person and place to place while the mother works. The mother is not able to spend time with her children 

to bond with them, teach values and provide a stable home life while she is working to keep food on the table and 

provide the basics.  

 

Some efforts to provide pre-K funding to low income families are being made. This is only for age 4. Harris says 

from ages 0-3 is a costly expense for families. Unfortunately, this age group is the most overlooked and these are the 

most formidable years.  

 

Harris says the rural counties are having the worse time with providing adequate childcare. Her agency works with 

18 counties. Those are considered the black belt counties. The economic situation is dismal in those areas because 

there are fewer job opportunities. Many in the rural areas don’t have transportation. Without a car, a person can’t get 

out to look for work or carry the children to get childcare. Some are walking to interview and taking their children 

with them on job interviews. 

 

Mrs. Harris says an answer to the economic problems women are facing is to put them in training programs to teach 

skill like sewing, farming, hair care and other much needed skills where they can become self employed. Her agency 

is involved in doing such training. 
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                                    TOPIC 

            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  

TITLE              Minority Issues  28:45        14:48          L        PA/O    01/10/14      12:00PM  

                        01/11/14       03:00AM  

JOY IN                01/13/14       10:30AM  

OUR TOWN                              01/14/14       03:00AM  

#0110-14               01/16/14      03:00AM 

 
Host Felicia Taylor interviews Alabama State Senator Quinton Ross about Project HOPE which is an idea formed 

by Perry Varner to bring around 100 young men together from the Montgomery area for a black male empowerment 

summit. They meet in the train shed in Montgomery to experience what it means to dress for success. They discuss 

the various community problems and provide resources to individuals who may need help. “We see so much 

hopelessness out there. For some, hopelessness is described as one trying to get a job to support the family, for 

another it is someone just wanting to get a GED” Ross says. Many people don’t know how to go about doing that so 

Project HOPE serves the need. 

 

Project HOPE provides opportunities for people to take a look at all the resources that are available to give them 

help. HOPE means Help Our People Evolve. He says people come from different walks of life with different 

backgrounds. Ross shares with young people that “when you see the suit, there is a story behind the suit. By the 

grace of God, all of us have made it to where we are.” He adds that ultimately he wants to give back to the 

community and try to impact the violent crimes affecting us all. 

 

Ross says he is an advocate for helping the youth. He says even before he was an elected official he has tried to 

reach the youth in any way he could. He says many of the young people are turning to crime and violence due to the 

feeling of hopelessness they have. He says many of them just don’t know there is any other way. There are also the 

mental health issues that many have not dealt with. Some people think that because they are young, they don’t face 

mental illness. Other situations involve young people not having much to do, so they get into violent crimes and 

mischief. It is more than a family problem but it is the community’s problem. “We are seeking ways to wrap our 

hands around the community to get involved because most people don’t get involved until something happens to 

them” he says. Through this empowerment program, he says he wants to see everyone involved. When the churches, 

career centers, law enforcement and others work together to provide resources people can get most of their basic 

needs met.  
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                              TOPIC 

            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  

TITLE              Minority Issues  28:45           13:39          L        PA/O    02/07/14      12:00PM  

                        02/08/14       03:00AM  

JOY IN                02/10/14       10:30AM  

OUR TOWN                               02/11/14     01:30 AM  

            03:00 AM  

#0207-14               02 /13/14      03:00AM 

 
Host Felicia Taylor interviews Mark Potok with the Southern Poverty law Center of Alabama to discuss hate groups 

in Alabama. Mark defines a hate crime by saying it is a crime committed largely based on the motive of hatred for a 

particular class of people. The hatred would be toward all white people, all black people, all Jewish people, all 

women etc. He says looking at the numbers, white people are just as victimized as black people are and that hate is 

a universal phenomenon. He says Montgomery is not experiencing as much of a problem as in past years. However, 

the reality is that there are a lot of hate crimes in America. He says the FBI has recorded the total hate crimes 

reported in America for many years. The records show that there are around 6 to 10 thousand per year. However, 

researchers like the Department of Justice show that the actual number is up to around a quarter million per year. 

This is 40 times more than what the FBI is reporting. This difference has to do with those reported to the FBI for 

investigation and those learned about by the very nature of the crime. So Alabama could have about 4 to 5 thousand 

a year instead of just a hand full.Some of the hate groups in Alabama, particularly in the Montgomery are not all 

white supremacy groups. There arearound thirty organized hate groups in Alabama. This number is a little lower 

than in Georgia which has close to 50.There are a few very small Klan groups, some very bazaar religious groups 

based on white supremacy and thecreativity movement. There are black hate groups as well such as the Nation of 

Islam which has a significantpresence in Montgomery. The Nation of Islam believes white people were created 

6,600 years ago by tall black menwho rebelled against order and formed white people out of a sort of test tube. In 

their mind all white people are evil.He continued to talk further about other groups like the Confederate Hammer 

Skins, a prison gang and others.Many racist groups are in the prisons. There is another group called the League of 

the South. They are a Neo-Confederate hate group. This group thinks he south should succeed again. They think the 

south should be ruled byAnglo Celtic people or all white people. They want to run a theocracy or religious based 

government. What makes ita hate group is that they only want white people ruling in the new country. Today, Mark 

Potok says prison gangs are the most violent of all the hate groups. They are the most dangerousbecause when they 

are released from prison, they bring with them their gang mentality, spreading violence outsideof the prison walls. 

Mark says for more information, one can go to the Poverty Law Center website to look at thehate group map to find 

out where hate groups are.Most groups are not violent but they do oppress people in other ways. There is an increase 

of hate groups afterPresident Obama’s election and re-election. Recruiting is difficult for most groups. The young 

people are drawn bymusic. Potok says awareness of hate groups can help decrease the numbers of hate groups when 

people use lawenforcement to their advantage. 
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        TOPIC 

            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  

TITLE             Minority Issues  28:45           13:39          L        PA/O    03/07/14      12:00PM  

                        03/08/14       03:00AM  

JOY IN                03/10/14       10:30AM  

OUR TOWN                               03/11/14     01:30 AM  

            03:00 AM  

#0307-14               03 /13/14      03:00AM 

 

Host Felicia Taylor interviews Professor Annice Yarber-Allen of Auburn University of Montgomery discusses the 

AIDS and HIV epidemic in the African American community in Montgomery. HIV is a virus that can affect anyone 

of any race. However, Allen says research is showing that the virus is heavily linked to poverty. Poverty is prevalent 

in the African American communities; therefore, more African Americans in the Montgomery area tend to contract 

the virus than in any other race of people. In the United States, Blacks have a higher poverty rate and nationwide, 

more cases of HIV and AIDS.  

 

The rate of poverty in Montgomery is six times higher than that of whites and Asians. This is true throughout the 

country. African Americans represent approximately 47 percent of all new HIV cases in the United States as well as 

in the Montgomery area. The majority of those are African American men. Men who have sex with other men make 

up the main groups of those contracting HIV and AIDS. New AIDS cases show an increase of heterosexual women 

in the African American community. Most of these are women who are having sex with men who had sex with other 

men.  

 

The life expectancy for a person with AIDS today is the same as any other person as long as the individual is able to 

get treatment. HIV is the Human Immune Deficiency Virus. It is a virus that invades the human immune system. 

The virus hides itself within the immune system. Then it begins to replicate itself. After replicating itself several 

times it will then attack the human helper cells called T-cells. Finally, when the T-cells are completely destroyed the 

immune system will then become deficient. Once the immune system is defenseless, the disease is turned into AIDS, 

Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome. 

 

The southern states have the highest reported cases of AIDS in the United States. Alabama in fact is on the decrease 

nation-wide but still have very high numbers. Alabama is no longer in the top ten states reporting the highest 

number of HIV and AIDS cases. The decrease is due to African American women showing a reduction in reported 

HIV and AIDS cases. This reduction is also nation-wide. The reason for the reduction is that prevention activities 

directed toward African American women informs them of the disease. Because of these new educational efforts 

around the country, African Americans and others are responding positively to the knowledge. Studies show that 

more and more people are using preventative measures to stop the spread of HIV and AIDS in the United States 

overall.  
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              TOPIC 

            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  

TITLE  Public Safety    28:45        14:20          L        PA/O    01/17/14      12:00PM  

                        01/18/14       03:00AM  

JOY IN                01/20/14       10:30AM  

OUR TOWN                               01/21/14      03:00AM  

#0117-14                01/10/14      03:00AM 

 
Host Felicia Taylor interviews Tony Garrett with Crime Stoppers Montgomery.  Mr. Garrett brings information on 

how to deal with burglaries and home invasions. He says burglaries and theft is the crime that is on the rise and what 

law enforcement deals with the most. He says it is very difficult to solve these crimes because there are so many of 

them and they occur just minutes apart. He says by the time one criminal is caught, he would have committed 

several burglaries. One person is usually responsible for committing 20 or 30 other break-ins by the time he is 

charged with one. Unless there is clear proof that that individual committed other crimes, law enforcement has no 

way of proving he was responsible for them.  

 

Most burglars will kick down doors or break in through windows according to Garrett. He says they look for houses 

that don’t have security alarms. Many people with malicious intent will stake out a neighborhood or a house to study 

patterns of when people are home, how long it takes neighbors to call the police or figure out what is in a particular 

house. Professionals will often walk around houses or stand at a door of a home to see if neighbors will think of 

them as suspicious persons and call the police. He says the studies are disappointing as they are finding that more 

and more neighbors are avoiding involvement. 

 

Tony Garrett says citizens need to always keep in the backs of their minds that they could be a victim of crime at 

anytime. He says it is a matter of keeping oneself safe and not to be caught off guard. No one should live their life in 

fear of being robbed but being cautious could save someone’s life. The more aware one is of the possibility of being 

victimized the better one is able to protect himself. He says unfortunately, most people freeze not knowing what to 

do and thereby make matters worse.  

 

Garrett adds that it is necessary for neighbors to get involved and report suspicious people in the community. When 

the police drive around and question people on the streets, they don’t know if the person has evil intent or not. But if 

a neighbor calls in and reports a suspicious person with a certain description, the police will question that person 

further. 

 

Garrett says when business owners take monies home with them never having time to make a deposit, criminal 

minded people will watch for such things, giving them more of a reason to break into the home. He also says senior 

citizens who never get visitors are often easy targets for burglars. When government checks are expected at the first 

of the month, seniors are targeted for burglaries.  

 

Garrett says people with evil intent come to the door as strangers who offer services or pretend to be salesmen. He 

warns to always be cautious of such individuals and don’t bother to open the door if you are a senior or a female 

living alone.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 21 of 29 
The figure described as Topic Segment Duration is based on our good faith judgment and may not represent the exact time. 

                     TOPIC 

            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  

TITLE  Public Safety  28:45           14:20            L        PA/O    01/23/14      12:00PM  

                        01/24/14       03:00AM  

JOY IN                01/26/14       10:30AM  

OUR TOWN                               01/27/14      03:00AM  

#0123-14                01/29/14      03:00AM 

 
Host Felicia Taylor interviews Corporal Cedric Leonard with the Montgomery Sherriff’s Office to discuss project 

Life Saver. It is a program that helps to track down elderly and autism patients when they wander away from home.  

Leonard says the sheriff’s department is especially busy during the holiday season and post holiday with various 

leads and activities of criminal nature. He says they are working diligently to make sure no one is being taken 

advantage of, particularly the elderly.  

 

Sherriff Leonard says his office is getting numerous calls from relatives of senior citizens who are concerned about 

their elderly loved ones. He says in Montgomery County, many seniors are living alone. They don’t all have family 

members who are able to check on them as frequently as they need to. For this reason, the Sherriff is called out to 

check on them. 

 

Some of the most common dangers faced by elderly people who live alone include falling down with no one to pick 

them up; they live in rural areas where contact with neighbors maybe scarce. Often seniors go shopping alone and 

are targets for criminals who see them as unable to defend themselves. Another common danger is when some 

elderly people tend to wander off not knowing where they are due to dementia or Alzheimer’s disease.  

 

Project Live Saver was started 1999 to assist families in monitoring their loved ones with Alzheimer’s. It is used to 

monitor people with autism as well. Sherriff D.T. Marshall saw the need to have the program in Montgomery 

County along with Chief Deputy Derrick Cunningham. Leonard says a bracelet is placed on the Project Life Saver 

recipient with information about the recipient, stating the mental impairment and how to contact those who can help 

get the person to safety in case they are missing. The bracelet has an identifying number specifically for the 

individual. Another bracelet which has radio frequency is used to draw help to the specific location of the individual. 

He says the application process is simple and knowing if the person is a frequent wanderer is necessary. The 

tracking bracelet is mainly for those who have a reputation of wandering off alone.  
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                    TOPIC 

            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  

TITLE  Public Safety    28:45        14:20          L        PA/O    01/31/14      12:00PM  

                        02/02/14       03:00AM  

JOY IN                02/04/14       10:30AM  

OUR TOWN                               02/05/14      03:00AM  

#0131-14               02/07/14      03:00AM 

 
Host Felicia Taylor interviews Chief Deputy Sherriff Derrick Cunningham to talk about the new gun law in 

Alabama. He says businesses are required to have a sticker in the front door or front window of the establishment 

indicating that guns are allowed or not allowed at that place. The new law allows licensed gun owners in Alabama to 

openly carry a firearm to ward off those with criminal intent in certain locations in the state. Cunningham says that 

Alabama has always been in “Open Carry” state. The law has always allowed people to carry their weapons on the 

side as long as it is open and visible. The new gun law simply brought this awareness to the citizens of the state 

because most people did not know about it.  

The problem that people had with the old law was that no one could carry the handgun without a permit. The new 

law has a provision where people can now transport the weapons openly from point A to point B. Cunningham says 

that in Montgomery in 2013, there were 50 homicides. However, overall crimes are on the decrease such as theft and 

burglaries. Violent crimes such as murder are on the increase.  

Gun violence is not confined only within the city limits the chief says, “Those people who commit violent crimes 

within the cities come out into the county areas. For this reason the Sherriff Department has to get involved with 

solving city crimes. He says it is important for law enforcement to work together and pass on information to each 

other to come up with solutions. He says citizens need to get involved with passing information to law enforcement 

to bring each case to a quick resolution.  

Chief Cunningham says pistols, revolvers, semi-automatic handguns and other handguns are covered under the new 

firearms law in Alabama. The new law does not focus on rifles and shotguns. He says if a business has a poster or 

sticker on the door prohibiting handguns, that business owner can prosecute a person for trespassing who brings a 

handgun into that place.  

Cunningham says the intentions of the lawmakers who passed the gun law bill was to keep the citizens safe by 

permitting them to protect themselves. He says he believes citizens who want to carry weapons should get a permit 

to conceal the weapon. When a weapon is openly visible, it draws attention to the carrier. He says it is a distraction 

to the public when they don’t know a person’s intention. The law states, one can carry a gun openly. But the Sherriff 

prefers that people with firearms should get a permit to conceal the weapons from the general public. He advises 

everyone who owns a gun to get trained in how to use it. The Sherriff department has a free firearms safety course. 
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         TOPIC 

            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  

TITLE  Public Safety  28:45           13:39          L        PA/O    02/14/14      12:00PM  

                        02/15/14       03:00AM  

JOY IN                02/17/14       10:30AM  

OUR TOWN                               02/18/14      01:30AM  

             03:00AM  

#0214-14               02 /13/14     03:00AM 

 

Host Felicia Taylor interviews Sherriff Bill Franklin with the Elmore County Sherriff’s Department to discuss a new 

program called the COP program. This program helps to monitor the online activity of children. Sherriff Franklin 

says his department was provided some new investigative tools. He mentions a new disc that is called Computer 

Cop out of New York. He says it is a soft ware program that will provide the parents with a tool to monitor the 

activities of their children. This program is not to invade anyone’s privacy, he says, however, it helps parents to 

recognize if any online predators are trying to use children to get personal information from a household.  

 

Sherriff Franklin says there is a heightened concern regarding online crimes toward children in this local area. Just 

in the County of Elmore he says they are bumping right around 300 cases of sex offenders in the area. That number 

does not include those in the Millbrook, Eclectic, Tallassee and Wetumpka Police Departments. He says that number 

is expected to increase because Elmore County is rapidly growing. He says 29 years ago there were around 45,000 

people in Elmore and now it is about 85,000 people in Elmore County. Because of the increase in population, he 

believes that sex offender totals will go up. For that reason the Sherriff says his department is trying to do everything 

possible to help parents.  

 

The Sherriff says they purchased 1000 discs to give to parents who want to monitor their children’s computer 

activity. The program is going to expand into monitoring cell phone activity as well. It red flags certain catch 

phrases so the parent can tell if a predator is contacting the child.  

 

The software will be free of charge at first to the first one thousand parents who want it. He says the plan is to post 

announcements in the Junior High Schools with the principal’s permission providing parents and students with 

information on how to obtain the software.  

 

Not all sex offenders are predators. Only about thirty one in Elmore County are classified as predators. He says 

because the internet is not going away, something has to be done now to slow down the sex crimes toward children. 

He says predators will often use the chat rooms to solicit a child to meet at a hotel. Others only want to be gratified 

through the online conversations. But the most dangerous types are those where the predator arranges a meeting 

with a child by enticing the child with gifts and alluring promises. Offenders will use children at any age. In Elmore 

County, the Sherriff says he locked up a man who used pornography and was self gratified with an eleven month old 

baby.  

 

Parents need to be aware of children coming across extra items like purses, money, clothes etc. The parents need to 

know who is proving that. These are signs of possible inappropriate relationships involving the child. Children like 

being told that they are good looking. When people with wrong intentions approach children, they start by 

complementing them.  

 

Training will be provided by the Sherriff’s Department to assist the parents who obtain the disc and the parents will 

also get involved in solving many crimes relating to online predators. 
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         TOPIC 

            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  

TITLE  Public Safety    28:45        14:20          L        PA/O    03/21/14      12:00PM  

                        03/22/14       03:00AM  

JOY IN                03/24/14       10:30AM  

OUR TOWN                               03/25/14      03:00AM  

#0321-14               03/27/14      03:00AM 

 
Host Felicia Taylor interviews Debbie Baxter- Robison who speaks about women in domestic violence situations. 

She says that domestic violence is a big problem in Montgomery.  Domestic violence against women is on the 

increase in our local area. Women with low self esteem are more vulnerable to domestic violence. She says it’s 

because many women are raised in abusive homes. They marry or get into relationships with men who beat them 

and mistreat them. They need prayer and counseling. She says these type women need to raise their view of 

themselves. They can learn to get out of those situations. They can learn to protect themselves. She says the best 

way to prevent domestic violence is not to get into such relationships. Children are abused when the mother is. They 

grow up and do the same things. Women are easy targets because they are told they are. According to Robison, a 

victim is a victim only if they think they are.Men will also be a victim of domestic violence. It can be by verbal 

abuse or physical abuse. Anyone can defend themselves when they pray, use their minds and let any item they can 

reach become a weapon.The best way to defend oneself is, “Don’t let a person get into your head” Robison says.  

This is the key to get out of many abusive situations. She also adds that Nursing home violence is a growing 

concern. People with elderly loved ones in Nursing homes should often check on them and look for marks and 

bruises on their bodies. All bruises are not caused by falls or accidents. Many seniors nationwide are victims of 

Nursing home abuse or abuse by caregivers. Unfortunately, even family members are abusing the elderly. They 

cannot defend themselves like a younger person can, so it is necessary for others to step in and defend those who 

cannot defend themselves.She discusses self defense techniques that anyone can use whether they are weak or 

strong. Robison says it is important particularly for women to get over their fears. In her classes, Robison says they 

use the blind fold test to teach people who to sense things moving around them when they cannot see. God gives us 

a gift to sense movement she says. Faith is a gut feeling of awareness. Remember, anything is a weapon. She 

concludes by stating that people should keep close to the Bible and know God is always there. Most of the ladies 

who are abused don’t go to the class. She says only the ones who don’t want abuse to happen to them will attend her 

classes.She gives the number to enroll at (334) 669-7673. 
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CBN News Reporter Mark Martin reports:   Electricity could be considered the nervous system of our country. It 

provides light, runs all types of devices, and helps power the economy. If America's power grid went down, the 

results could be catastrophic. How secure is our grid, and is it a target for terrorists? With its maze of electric 

equipment, the Metcalf Transmission Substation quietly took up space in California's Santa Clara County. On April 

16 last year, that all changed. Surveillance video shows the muzzle flash of rifles and sparks from bullets striking the 

chain-link fence around the substation. For nearly 20 minutes, snipers unloaded, then vanished before police arrived. 

Even the shell casings left behind, the kind ejected by AK-47s, carried no fingerprints. Authorities later discovered 

the military-style attack blasted 17 giant transformers and six circuit breakers, resulting in more than $15 million in 

damage. Those transformers send power to an area that heavily relies on it — the Silicon Valley. Fortunately, in the 

Metcalf case, electric grid officials rerouted power to prevent a blackout. The U.S. power grid is extensive, and from 

the East Coast to the West Coast, many substations are located in remote areas with minimum security. CBN News 

discovered the same situation in the largest city in the country. One switchyard that powers the financial district and 

also much of the New York City subway system is only protected by a flimsy fence and minimum security. 

However, leaders are by no means throwing in the towel. Pacific Gas & Electric, owner of the Metcalf substation, 

has worked with federal and local agencies and consultants to increase security. Among other things, company 

leaders plan to put up opaque fencing, advanced camera systems and lighting, and more alarms. One strategy is 

increasing patrols around substations. As CBN News walked around and shot video of the Metcalf substation, it took 

about half an hour before we encountered inquisitive deputies with the Santa Clara County Sheriff’s Department. 

The drone idea has been met with reluctance from the Federal Aviation Administration. That's not stopping power 

industry leaders and others, though, from exploring options to fortify a grid which has shown itself to be quite 

vulnerable. 
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        TOPIC 

            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  

TITLE  Employment  28:45           13:39          L        PA/O    03/07/14      12:00PM  
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Mr. Tom Surtees with the Alabama Department of Labor. Mr. Surtees discusses the 

problems with employment and unemployment compensation and benefits. Surtees says there is approximately 

10,000 people unemployed in the Montgomery Metropolitan area. In the state of Alabama, there is around 120, 000 

unemployed people in the state. The department focuses on the numbers rather than the percentage. The percentage 

rate in Alabama is 6.1percent and in Montgomery it is about 6.2% but that means ten thousand people in 

Montgomery.  

 

Six or seven years ago, unemployment was in the three and four percent range. Then the recession came and 

lingered much longer than anyone anticipated. At that time unemployment rose to 10% or 11%. By the Month of 

December 2013 the rate dropped to 6 or 7%. He says in comparison to the states around us we are doing much better 

than they are because of the rate of our decrease in unemployment. 

 

Surtees says that unemployment compensation is a safety net. It is financial support that lasts up to 26 weeks for a 

person who has lost a job due to no fault of his own. Not only does the department make sure that people get 

benefits but they also work with them on finding a job. The maximum benefit is $225 per week per individual. It is 

based on one’s income and the average is $208.00. Even though that is not much money coming into a household, it 

is helpful.     

 

Today, Surtees says the easiest way to go about making an unemployment claim is by going on line. He says over 

half the registered in the state made their claims online. The people who are not eligible for compensation are self-

employed people or people who are fired due to misconduct and careless reasons. However, if a person is laid off 

due to no fault of their own, they qualify. The employers are the ones who pay unemployment benefits. They pay a 

quarterly tax and that money goes into a trust fund. That money is insurance paid for each employee in the company. 

 

After the 26 weeks of compensation, even if the individual has not gone back to work, the benefits will end. During 

the recession, the Federal government extended unemployment benefits and paid it with federal funds. When that 

expires the only benefits left would be subsidy programs such as food stamps etc. The Alabama Debit card takes the 

place of checks sent out to unemployed people. The money is placed in the banks by direct deposit. The card is then 

used as a typical debit card.  
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         TOPIC 

            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  
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TITLE  Employment    28:45        14:06          L        PA/O    03/14/14      12:00PM  
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Jason Phelps of Go Build Alabama. Phelps says there is a need for construction 

workers in the Montgomery area because of the tremendous growth around the River Region. Montgomery is unique 

in that it is in the center of the state. It is the state capital surrounded by major universities and industry. He says the 

governor and the mayor help attract and recruit new industry into this area frequently. He says a career in 

construction is very lucrative. Those types of jobs are pretty secure once a person gets into the system and is well 

trained. There is a need for construction throughout the state of Alabama, according to Phelps. The workforce in 

Alabama’s construction industry employs about 76,000 workers.  Between 6,000 and 6500 are employed in the 

Montgomery area alone in commercial and industrial construction.  

The workforce is increasing in Alabama construction jobs, according to Phelps. He says as we are moving out of the 

recessionary period, construction jobs are on the rise. Growth is expected in the coming years as well. Nationally, 

construction jobs are expected to be in the highest demands over the next ten years.  

A career in construction is attractive because it offers high paying wages,  good benefit packages for the employees 

and the skills learned as one masters his trade are portable. One can move anywhere in the country and get hired 

because of those skills.  

Go Build Alabama is a marketing campaign created by the commercial and industrial construction industry to recruit 

the next generation of skilled craft workers in the construction industry. The program educates young people and the 

public about the need to learn a skill trade and place them in a place to learn the skills. Then they learn where those 

skills are needed so that they can become gainfully employed. The industry is then left in good hands that will 

continue to provide quality work in construction for years to come. 
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        TOPIC 

            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  

TITLE  Employment  28:45          14:06          L        PA/O    03/14/14      12:00PM  

                        03/15/14       03:00AM  

JOY IN                03/17/14       10:30AM  
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Tiffany Bittner to talk about the problems faced by coalminers and the coal mining 

industry facing extinction. Bittner says coalminers are facing a very real war. She says the problems stem from 

Washington supporting special interest groups with funds from outside the state of Alabama to come into the state to 

kill coal jobs. So coalminers are standing up to fight for the coal jobs that are within our state. The larger counties in 

the state such as Jefferson, Shelby, Winston, and Tuscaloosa counties are affected. Even though coalmining is not an 

industry in Montgomery the city is still affected in that thousands upon thousands of jobs are in jeopardy. People 

commute from all over the state to coal jobs and many families can be devastated when those jobs are lost. If coal 

jobs are illuminated the use of coal is lessened which means everyone’s power bill will go up. There are some 

16,000 people in Alabama who are involved in the coalmining industry. Bittner says, “We feel it is our obligation to 

stand up for our right to work. The coalmining industry has been around for hundreds of years and we are depending 

on the energy we get by the use of coal.” She says many families across the state will suffer as those coal jobs are 

reduced. The jobs provide great incomes for families with great benefits. It would be an extreme hardship on 

families that have only survived through the coalmining industry. Coal Jobs Count is a nonprofit organization that is 

working to get the word out to the public so that everyone can get involved with fighting for these jobs. CJC is 

lobbying the legislature of the state to pass laws that will save coalmining. Coal helps to regulate gas in that if coal is 

illuminated, gas prices are going up also. Bittner says any good American has the right to stand up for their job. But 

coalmining is more of a brotherhood. It is a family in itself. 
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Probate Judge Steven Reed of Montgomery County.  Reed discusses the role of the 

probate office and his daily duties as a probate judge. The probate judge is the county’s highest administrative 

official. He oversees the department with over 40 employees with a $3 million budget. His daily duties run the 

gamut from dealing with involuntary commitments, the state mental hospitals, hearing cases on adoptions and name 

changes as well as guardianships. The probate office oversees the department which reviews Notary’s registrations, 

archives and records. Licenses go under the probate judges’ office as well as being the chief elected official. The 

common issues that come under the probate office deal with guardianship, mental health and involuntary 

commitments. He mentions how that marriage licenses, drivers licenses, business license as well as hunting and 

fishing licenses. Reed says 1300 marriage licenses were issued in 2013. The probate office does not deal with 

divorces. They go to family court. Over 7500 business licenses were granted in Montgomery County in 2013. He 

says that is about normal per year to year. According to Judge Reed, Montgomery County is doing well with 

business growth despite the current economic woes. The impact that the shaky economy is having in our area is 

minimal, according to Reed. He says we are starting to see improvements in the expansion of businesses in the area. 

Reed says he has been on both sides of the fence as far as businesses go. He says he has had businesses that were 

successful and others that fell short. It is important to know your target market and cash flow before starting out in 

business. Reed adds that most people would think that the most common work of the probate office would be the 

renewal of automobile tags. However, he says guardian issues play a strong role in the daily tasks of the probate 

office. Family legal matters are on the rise and guardianship cases are escalating as a result. Conservatorship and 

guardianship cases are out front as far as the daily work of the probate judge position. Finally Judge Reed mentions 

the task of working with wills and estate planning as a duty of the probate office.  He says that it is very important to 

have a will and make plans for the family after one is deceased. He states that it would illuminate many family 

problems when people plan for their death.   

 

 

 

 


