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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Rich Hobson with the Alabama Unified Judicial System. Rich discusses the $200 

million budget cuts in Alabama and how that will affect the state. He says the budget cuts will mainly impact the 

general fund. There is a 200 million dollar hold in the budget because it is comprised of some taxes and fees that are 

regressive in nature. These taxes are not growth enhancing. He says our economy is robust in that we are doing a lot 

better as a country and as a state. Unfortunately the general fund doesn’t keep up with that. The Education trust fund 

does. It is made up of growth taxes and growth revenue. He sates the Education Trust Fund is doing quite well in 

that regard. However, the general fund is not doing well at all. In the judicial branch of government, there were lay-

offs in 2002, 2004 and massive lay-offs in 2011. Now in 2015 we are facing budget cuts for the next fiscal year, 

2016. He says this would be the largest of all budget cuts. The current proposal is the largest of all cuts the state has 

ever faced. Hobson says in this modern society, if the court system is unable to function, we will not have a 

constitutional justice system. This will cause criminal activity to run rampaged. The economy would be impacted 

because criminal activity would increase, criminal trials would slow down and get backed-up. When crime increases 

it would cause a domino effect on the economy in every area of society. Anybody who is affected by the general 

fund will be impacted. Healthcare, hospice care, Medicaid, Medicare and many other services are facing massive 

budget cuts. He goes on to name the Mental Health Services and the Department of Human Resources will have cut 

backs due to the 200 million dollar budget cut. With Alabama experiencing few state troopers and falling short of 

the need, the state will see even fewer state troopers and law enforcement as these cuts go into effect. With such 

cuts, Hobson emphasizes the length of time to receive basic state services will take longer. For instance, it will take 

years to resolve problems in small claims court. Hobson who works for the court system says 490 million dollars per 

year is collected by the court systems alone and a good bit of that goes to the general fund. If the court system is 

unable to function due to budget cuts, the general fund will take a hard blow. He says October the first is the 

deadline date for the next fiscal year to begin. The House and the Senate are working with the Governor now to 

come up with a plan or make a decision before the October first deadline.     
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            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Jimmy Smitherman with the Alabama Cooperative Extension System to discuss the 

issues facing Alabama farmers. He says the concern for the farmers is to be able to market their product. When the 

farmer makes an investment in a particular crop, he is expecting to receive a generous return for his crop. This 

would determine if that farmer will stay in business or not. Some segments of farming is doing well and other 

segments are not doing very well. The consumer is the driver of the market. When demand is up, the supply is up 

and the farmer has to keep up with the demands of the consumer. If the farmer is able to meet the demands, the 

farmer does well and the cost of the product to the consumer is kept low. However, when a drought season destroys 

a crop and the demand is high but the production is low, the cost of the product to the consumer will be raised to 

offset the farmer’s loss. When the farmer does not make the profit he needs, he may very well shut down the farm to 

seek a job elsewhere. The weather plays a huge role in a farmer’s decision to continue farming. Also, farmers are 

dealing with the government’s rules and regulations. The farmers have to comply with rules that will help protect the 

environment. Smitherman says the farmers are our best environmentalists. He talks about the Urban Renewal 

Interface in the city of Montgomery. He says 90% of the population lives in the Montgomery city limits and only 

10% live in the rural areas of the county. Now, because of the municipal ordinances, it is more and more difficult for 

the few farmers to remain in business.  The types of soil also is a factor in growing crops. Usually the black belt soil 

is the richest most fertile soil. In other locations, the red dirt can be a problem. When it is dry, it is sometimes too 

hard for the plants to grow. When the soil is wet, it is like a sticky clay which hinders the growth of many plants. It 

is also noted that beef cattle depends on plants and grasses as well. Cattle farmers make their profits when crops are 

doing well. Right now in Alabama, most crop prices are pretty steady. Prices are still high for other crops. There are 

two types of costs that farmers deal with. They have a variable cost and a fixed cost. The variable cost is when they 

pay for materials out of pocket to run the farm and fixed cost is when they use money from their profits to purchase 

material. The Cooperative Extension Systems assist farmers by studying the environment and the potential for profit. 

This service helps farmers to project whether or not it is worth making an investment in certain crops from year to 

year. 
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            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  
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                            08/08/15      03:00AM 
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Samuel Brooke an attorney with the Southern Poverty Law Center. Brooke speaks 

about debt prisons in the River Region. Most people think debtors prisons went away with the revolutionary war but 

it is still happening in our local area. He says the Supreme Court clarified a ruling in 1983 stating that no one is to be 

placed in jail simply because they could not pay the costs or payments they were assessed. Yet it is seen today that 

people are placed in jail because they could not pay their fines, fees and obligations. Brooke says the economic 

struggles that we see today are partly to blame for that. There has been an increase of this in the past few years. The 

problem is not only in Montgomery but all over the nation due to the recent recession. There is a 5.8 % 

unemployment rate right now which identifies people who have no employment whatsoever. The other reason for 

the problem is under employment and people just not able to make the ends meet. On the other hand we have seen 

an increase on the amount of the costs assessed against people. For instance, traffic ticket costs have sky rocketed in 

recent years. Six months ago, Brooke says he got a $20.00 fine for speeding. But the court costs for the ticket is 

$150.00. He says paying the $20.00 is enough to deter one from speeding but the court costs are set high because 

they go to fund other things. They fund the court, a revolutionary war park and other things that the legislature 

tagged on to things like speeding tickets. These costs are not about punishment but about funding the government’s 

interests and pet projects. He says the legislature has grown weary of increasing taxes; so the legislature, in order to 

raise funds, will shift costs into court costs. People will not get outraged because of taxes being raised; only the 

people going through the system would really feel it. He says thousands of people throughout the southeast are 

experiencing going to jail because they can’t afford to pay traffic tickets and other fines.  The Southern Poverty Law 

Center brought a lawsuit in Montgomery challenging the Montgomery Municipal Courts Practice. They have since, 

reformed their system and it is being monitored. However, just one year ago, it was discovered that people were 

being jailed because they could not pay. Even though a speeding ticket itself is as low as $20.00 the court costs can 

be $150 to $200.00. He talks about how a person could get pulled over for having a light out but because the person 

lost their driver’s license and had no public transportation to get to work, that citation could amount up to $600.00 

easily. For some people, $200.00 would be easy to pay, but for most individuals, paying a $200.00 fine would 

devastate them and wipe them out. They are the ones who end up in debtor’s prison. People are losing their jobs 

because they are in jail for not paying fines. When they have no job, they cannot pay the rent and it places the whole 

family in a dilemma. The Southern Poverty Law Center is trying to work out a plan to keep individuals who do owe 

fees for tickets out of such a bind. It will still punish criminals but make it fair for everyone across the board. They 

are also trying to get the courts themselves to change their process. They suggest changes like, community service, 

making a payment plan where people still make payments but stretch them out over a period of time with smaller 

payments.  This gives people the opportunity to be penalized for the violation and yet not be further punished just 

because they are poor. Those who defy the law on purpose and refuse to comply should be jailed. But those who are 

trying to pay their fines and do the right thing should be given options other than jail.                                                                                                                                                                         
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CBN News Reporter Heather Sells Reports:  Many Americans are not saving for retirement, and if they are, they're 

not saving enough, according to a recent survey. Nevin Adams, co-director at the Washington, D.C.-based Employee 

Benefit Research Institute's Center for Research on Retirement Income, says about two-thirds of Americans are 

saving but they may not have enough when it comes to their retirement years. Adams helps to oversee EBRI's annual 

Retirement Confidence Survey, a fixture for 24 years. The 2014 survey found that just 18 percent of Americans are 

very confident in their ability to afford a comfortable retirement, 37 percent are somewhat confident, and 24 percent 

are not at all confident. Fifty three percent of workers say cost of living and day-to-day expenses are major reasons 

for not saving or not saving more. Existing debt is also an obstacle. Adams noted that our culture's focus on spending 

and instant gratification also gets in the way. Some believe our lack of saving has the United States headed toward a 

"retirement crisis." Adams doesn't go that far but notes individuals who don't save end up costing society. Financial 

advisor Robin Tull, founder of Tull Financial Group in Chesapeake, Virginia, said many people lack an overall plan. 

Adams believes that many fear that they'll need a huge, unattainable amount for retirement and so never find out just 

how much they'll need. EBRI developed the program to help Americans determine how much they need for 

retirement. Choose To Save offers a quick retirement calculator tool, the "ballpark estimate," that helps people 

determine a specific savings plan. Married couple Amanda and Eddie Grizzard are two people who started saving 

early. They saved individually before marriage and began as a couple the month they married. The Grizzards used a 

financial planner to determine how much they needed for retirement. The Grizzards save a pre-determined amount 

every month that is automatically deducted from their paychecks. They add to it when there's overtime pay and they 

live frugally. The Grizzards have also kept saving even during bad times. Experts say holding off saving when the 

markets are down is a common retirement saving mistake. Another common mistake for many is overestimating how 

long they'll work.  Here's some basic retirement savings tips: Plan on living longer than you think you might as life 

spans continue to grow. Save extra for healthcare because those costs going forward are difficult to estimate. 

Maximize your employer's 40IK match and look into a Roth retirement account. Know why you are saving. Paint a 

picture of your retirement. It will sharpen your focus and motivation. For Julia and Chris Williams, investing is part 

of living a godly life and saving as they start their family brings them peace. In fact, the Williams are thinking beyond 

retirement. They're following Proverbs 13:22 which says, "A good man leaves an inheritance to his children's 

children." That means not only planning for their retirement and for their son Anderson, but for his children as well. 
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         TOPIC 

            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  

TITLE                  Family  28:45           13:54          L        PA/O   07/10/15     12:00PM 

                            07/11/15      03:00AM 

JOY IN               07/13/15      10:30AM 

OUR TOWN                07/14/15      03:00AM 

#071015                     07/16/15      03:00AM  

               07/17/15      12:30PM 

             

                 

  

Host Felicia Taylor interviews Sharlean Briggs with The Alabama Cooperative Extension Systems. Briggs says one 

of the biggest challenges facing families right now is knowing how to budget and manage their finances. Having 

adequate housing and enough of the basic needs can be a huge challenge for many families in the Montgomery 

surrounding areas.  The economy has a negative effect on most households due to high prices of food and utilities 

while families with low incomes are already struggling. High unemployment has caused Alabama family structures 

to break down because of money problems. Briggs says the economy will always affect families and that it is 

important for each family to make adjustments based on what is happening in the economy. Extensions reaches one 

out of four Alabamians as a whole. She says those with limited resources are no different from the two income 

families in that they are all impacted by the economy and need to make adjustments continually. She says across the 

board, living from paycheck to paycheck holds true in these times. She says it is not all bad living from paycheck to 

paycheck as long as families are living within their means. But when there is more month than money, it results in 

serious struggles. When a family has no savings that they can tap into, they are set up for disaster. Often families 

face separations and despair because of their financial downfalls. The divorce rate increases and foster care becomes 

necessary in some cases. Family as we know it is changing forms due to hardships. Briggs says for those families 

who are determined to survive need to make some intentional changes such as coupon shopping or waiting for 

certain items to go on sale at stores or shop at a food bank instead of at a grocery store chain. Since 2008, the United 

States is become a nation of debt. The credit card debt has gone up. The payday loans are gone up. However, Briggs 

says even with the debt increase, after the recession, we are a nation that has learned more, as a result, more steps 

are being made to keep family life intact.   
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        TOPIC 

            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  

TITLE                  Family  28:45           13:03          L        PA/O   07/10/15      12:00PM 

                            07/11/15      03:00AM 

JOY IN               07/13/15      10:30AM 

OUR TOWN                07/14/15      03:00AM 

#071015                     07/16/15      03:00AM  

               07/17/15      12:30PM 

             

                 

  

Host Felicia Taylor interviews Susan Moss with Alabama Pre / Post Adoption Connections. Moss says families 

trying to adopt face common challenges such as long waiting periods, legal issues and expenses. Her agency is 

unique in that services are offered to assist adoptive parents with the placing of the child. Adoption from a private 

agency can be very costly. However, if a family adopts a child from the state who is already in foster care, it is very 

low cost. In fact the adoption is free but parents may pay small fees and medical costs if necessary. After home 

studies are done and a family is approved for adoption, APAC steps in to assist with many services to make the 

transition easy for the child and the adoptive family. Adoptive families are on the increase in Alabama. Right now 

there is about 250 children on the waiting list to be adopted. Those children’s parents’ have their parental rights 

already terminated. As people are more educated and more informed, they know adoption is an option and they are 

considering it more and more. Moss says poverty and addictions are among the main reasons why so many children 

are being placed in foster care and being separated from their biological parents. Many people just can’t seem to 

break those addictions and will eventually lose parental rights. The loss of a job and not being able to take care of 

children are also factors in breaking up a family. Birth families usually don’t have as hard of a time giving up their 

children as long as they can see that someone who is better able to take care of their children can step in and raise 

them. Older children like teenagers are the hardest to place because most people want to adopt younger children. But 

those teens need a home like anyone else. Also sibling groups are harder to place because it is in their best interest, 

most times, to keep siblings together. However, most families prefer to take on one child at the time. All ages are up 

for adoption from five and up. APAC is a part of the Department of Human Resources that gets involved with 

adoption from preadoption to postadoption.  
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         TOPIC 

            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  

TITLE                  Family  28:45           14:36          L        PA/O   07/17/15      12:00PM 

                            07/18/15      03:00AM 

JOY IN               07/20/15      10:30AM 

OUR TOWN                07/21/15      03:00AM 

#071715                     07/23/15      03:00AM  

 

             

                 

  

Host Felicia Taylor interviews the Executive Director of the Montgomery Human Society, Steven Tears who 

discusses how adopting a pet is much like a adopting a child in that the pet is considered a part of the family unit. 

Tears says thousands of people visit the shelter throughout the year and there are approximately 2000 to 2,500 

adoptions per year. If 2,500 adopt a pet, around 10,000 families visit the shelter in a year’s time. The number of 

people visiting the shelter depends on the amount of media coverage, advertising and court cases involving the 

treatment of dogs and cats which affects the number of visitors. Some challenges families face in adopting a pet is 

that they have to deal with preconceived ideas about what type of dog they want. For instance, if a family likes a 

certain type of dog, they would have to insure that their lifestyle can accommodate the dog’s needs. Some dogs 

require high maintenance. An active dog needs an active family that can allow him to run and move around a lot. 

Some dogs work well indoors and others are better off living in an outdoor environment. The Humane Society tries 

to match the right kind of dog to suit the family. The goal is to fit the perfect pet with the perfect family and not a 

type of pet with a family. At any given time, two to three hundred dogs are at the shelter waiting for adoption. Most 

of the dogs at the shelter are there because they are strays. They may have gotten out of a fence and were not able to 

find their way home. Others come to the shelter because there are cases of animal cruelty. At times families may 

come to the shelter to surrender ownership due to a number of reasons like divorce, owners passing away, military 

families moving away or just a matter of the family not wanting a pet anymore. Most owners give up their pets 

because of some lifestyle changes. The health and welfare of the dogs is a factor in adoption. Local veterinarians 

partner with the Humane Society to make sure they are properly medicated and vaccinated. Animal cruelty laws 

have resulted in pet owners going to jail for mistreating their pets. The mistreated pets are brought to the shelter and 

nursed back to health. Families are usually informed about an animal’s history before they adopt the animal into the 

home. Tears emphasizes the importance of a family adopting a pet that is conducive for their lifestyle.  
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        TOPIC 

            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  

TITLE                  Family  28:45           12:28          L        PA/O   07/17/15      12:00PM 

                            07/18/15      03:00AM 

JOY IN               07/20/15      10:30AM 

OUR TOWN                07/21/15      03:00AM 

#071715                     07/23/15      03:00AM  

 

 

 

 

Host Felicia Taylor interviews Michael Jordan, a utility expert. Jordan talks about ways that families can save 

money on their utility bills. Jordan says usually utility bills increase in the summer time and again in the winter. This 

is because most of the cost of utilities is because of heating and cooling the home. Customers complain and say their 

bills have gone up tremendously between April and June. This is because the air conditioning is running more and 

other appliances are using up that energy. He says the bills are directly related to the use of energy in the home. The 

winter bills are usually higher than the summer bills because people are indoors more in the winter than in the 

summer running more appliances like stoves, ovens, toys, computers and television as well as heating units. Some 

tips on how a family can cut costs of the utility bills are as follows: Energy efficiency homes are ideal. It is 

important to check the doors and windows for cracks. Caulking around windows keeps air from flowing in or out. 

Duct work in the attic should be checked for loose seals. The thermostat should be set to high settings between 75 -

78 degrees winter and summer. Every high setting is a 3 % savings on the utility bill per degree. A huge savings can 

be made with a small adjustment. The proper use of ceiling fans will make a difference. With a high setting of the 

thermostat and running fans will make it feel cooler in the summer. The air filters should be changed regularly to 

keep clean air flowing and humidity down. This will work for older homes as well as newer homes. The older 

homes need particular attention because codes have changed since those homes were built. Unplugging unused 

items will save energy.  
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         TOPIC   

            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  

TITLE                     Family     28:45           14:16          L        PA/O   08/14/15      12:00PM 

                            08/15/15      03:00AM 

JOY IN               08/17/15      10:30AM 

OUR TOWN                08/18/15      03:00AM 

#081415                     08/20/15      03:00AM  

               08/20/15      04:00AM 

               08/27/15      03:30AM 

 

Host Felicia Taylor interviews Rhonda Thompson the director of the Nehemiah Center in Montgomery. The topic 

discussed is the life of single moms in the River Region area. Thompson says there are a number of single moms in 

the region but her center is working with 15 to 20 at the time. The rate of growth in single motherhood is pretty 

consistent. It has been an issue for decades. She works primarily with low income families. It seems that economics 

is the biggest problem facing most single moms. Those who are working earn very little money to make ends meet 

for the family. They work on part-time jobs making minimum wages. Several wok on temporary jobs and have no 

consistency in income. They face problems such as having to take off from work to care for a sick child. One day 

lost from work is a full day’s pay lost. For a family living from paycheck to paycheck, missing time from wok can 

mean the difference in paying the rent or power bill. It is a major setback. If a child gets the flu and is out of school 

for a week, the mom will have to miss an entire week from work. That is an entire week’s pay down the drain. Most 

of the mothers served at the center averages around three children. Thompson says it is hard with just one child but 

more than one child could cause a tremendous strain on the one parent. Another problem that single moms face is 

dealing with the typical stereo types. There is a stigma surrounding single moms. Some maybe unmarried by choice 

and having babies depending on government assistance to make a living. However, that is not the case with the 

majority of single mothers. They are not single mothers by choice. They are either divorced or widowed. They are 

working on jobs but not with the benefits. Some are able to get grandparents and other family members to help with 

their children, but that is not the case with all of them. Thompson adds that she knows there are many good single 

parents out there doing a fantastic job with their children. Often there are stereotypes and negative connotations 

about the children of single moms. The children are thought to run the streets at night and get into criminal behavior. 

But this is not the case for all single mom families. Many of the kids see their mother struggling and so they will 

step up to the plate to help in any way they can. The Nehemiah Center is a Christian Community Development 

Program. They go into neighborhoods to equip the people with life skills to help themselves. They use Biblical 

principles to empower single mothers to rise above the circumstances that might be holding them down. 
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            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  

TITLE                      Family    28:45           14:28          L        PA/O   08/14/15      12:00PM 

                            08/15/15      03:00AM 

JOY IN               08/17/15      10:30AM 

OUR TOWN                08/18/15      03:00AM 

#081415                     08/20/15      03:00AM  

               08/20/15      04:00AM 

               08/27/15      03:30AM 

 

 

Host Lisa Ranieri interviews Frances McGowin with K9s for Kids and Heroes. Her organization trains service dogs 

to look out for children with physical disabilities. Many of the dogs are trained on sensing when the patient has a 

drop in blood sugar levels and the dog alerts the patient when it is time to take medical precaution. A child can be 

alerted by the dog to check his blood sugar and give himself insulin before having a seizure. Recently a young man 

who a diabetic alert dog has just got a driver’s license and started driving. He cannot drive without his diabetic alert 

dog. If he was driving and had a low blood sugar level, he could start seizing without ever knowing his sugar was 

low. So, the dog helps to save lives everywhere. She says his dog has jumped over three car seats and started 

nudging him in the face to remind him to pull over and check his blood sugar. The alert gets more emphatic when 

the dog smells the low sugar. The dogs are trained that if the child will check their blood sugar after the nudging and 

then give the dog a treat, the dog will stop nudging. However, if the child ignores the dog, the dog will leap on the 

child and start barking until the child checks his sugar and treats the dog. Some dogs are seizure alert dogs and fall 

alert dogs. They are trained to push a button in the home that dials 911 whenever the patient falls down or have a 

seizer. If the person falls out in a public place, the dog stays with the person until someone dials 911. These alert 

dogs are trained to work with people with Autism, Diabetes, Falling spells and PTSD for the veterans. More people 

are realizing that they can be more independent if they have a trained dog with them. These are not just emotional 

support dogs, they actually do tasks. People with disabilities learn they don’t have to depend on other people being 

with them when they have a trained alert dog. The dogs can stay in training for up to two years. The training is very 

extensive. The dogs are trained for public access. They are trained to go to school or go to work with someone. It 

takes a long time to train the dogs for public access as well as the tasks. The tasks are very specific, depending on 

what the children or the veteran needs. She says “we are teaching the dogs to live a lifestyle, we are not just teaching 

them a few commands.” For this purpose, dogs get to know the person they will get to work with. They learn their 

moods and their reactions so that they are not just responding to commands all the time. Often the dogs are rescued 

from pounds and trained as alert dogs. Other dogs are donated from private owners. Labrador Retrievers are the 

dogs of choice. They tend to adapt to the different kinds of environments better than other breads. It is ideal to 

receive puppies and wait until they are 5 months old before starting the training. 
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            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  
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               08/25/15      12:30PM 

 

 

Host Felicia Taylor interviews Regina Allison with the Family Guidance Center. They discuss how the Family 

Guidance Center helps low income families cope with life. Allison says transportation continues to be an issue 

among the low income people in the Montgomery, River Region area. The Family Guidance Center helps families 

who live on a bus line get bus transportation. Those households not living on a bus line are getting help in other 

ways such as neighbors helping neighbors. She says they partner with local churches who are willing to help the 

poor in the communities get needs met. Allison says that all low income families want is a hand up and not a hand 

out. She says just getting that one family a ride can be life changing. Allison has worked with the program for 13 

years and says she cannot say if the number of families needing help has increased or decreased but she can vouch 

for the fact that many families in the area are in great need. Seven out of ten families will face a transportation need. 

Although the number of people in need is high, it doesn’t seem to go above where it is now. Of the top three needs 

of the poor, transportation and childcare are at the top of the three needs. Access to quality affordable childcare is 

very limited for needy families. There is limited funding to help families afford the best childcare services.  Allison 

says this is how the Family Guidance Center helps empower families to look to their circles for assistance. The FGC 

tries to get families involved with churches and organizations such as the neighborhood associations to get to know 

people. Perhaps they would find a stay at home mom who is willing to watch their children.  However, if they don’t 

have that accessibility the FGC can help locate a quality service to help with the children. Unfortunately, the cost of 

quality childcare is very high and poor families cannot afford the cost. With the cost of food being so high it makes 

for added pressure on the poor. The FGC helps poor families with a budget and they teach them to manage their 

finances. She says it is amazing how a family realizes they really can afford more things when they learn to manage 

their money. Also, there are other programs out there to give financial assistance to poor families. The FGC helps 

with options and teaches families how to make decisions that best work for them. For instance, if both parents work 

outside of home, perhaps one can work a day shift and the other a night shift and that way there is always a parent at 

home with the child. Sometimes asking about afterschool care scholarship programs would be a benefit. There are 

many programs available to help low income families but they don’t always advertise. Often it is necessary to ask if 

they have scholarships available is a good idea. The state budget cuts will affect the FGC programs but Allison says 

this is when they get to use the creativity they have taught many poor families.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

         

 

 



Page 15 of 30 
The figure described as Topic Segment Duration is based on our good faith judgment and may not represent the exact time. 
September 30, 2015 

         TOPIC   

            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  
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#082815                     08/02/15      03:00AM  

               08/04/15      04:00AM 

 

 

 

Host Felicia Taylor interviews Frazine Taylor a Family History advocate to discuss the importance of studying 

family history and the racial tensions surrounding the study. Taylor says, as a people, we study world history, 

American history and state history but when it comes to our family history, we know nothing about it. She says 

black people are ignorant of their family history due to the pain of recalling the sufferings of slavery and the shame 

of poverty. Often they do not like to talk about the past and younger people don’t seem interested in learning about 

their family history even after slavery. Taylor says searching through one’s background can seem overwhelming but 

the easiest way to begin researching one’s roots is to start with self and work backwards. Then there are tools to use 

to take one back “across the waters.” The history of black families will include how their ancestors lived through 

slavery, the Civil War, Reformation, the Civil Rights Movement and many other important events in history. It’s 

unfortunate that people have allowed barriers to discourage them from doing the research. However, she says the 

barriers are fewer now that we have the internet and other tools that will make the research less tasking. She 

mentions how interesting it is that African American history always has a connection to Montgomery Alabama, 

whether it deals with the Civil War or Civil Rights. She says in order for us to learn about who we are and how we 

got to where we are is linked to our ancestry. The purpose of the seminars and study groups that she leads is to get 

younger people interested in their history and to teach them how to begin finding out about the past. Taylor also 

adds that among the best resources to trace the family tree is the eldest living persons in the family. Elderly people 

hold a wealth of information that can place one on the right tracks of finding out about ancestry.  
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         TOPIC   

            PROGRAM     SEGMENT  

PROGRAM    ISSUE/PROBLEM       DURATION    DURATION    SOURCE  TYPE  AIR-DATE  TIME  

TITLE                Minorities     28:45           14:01          L        PA/O   09/04/15      12:00PM 

                            09/05/15      03:00AM 

JOY IN               09/07/15      10:30AM 

OUR TOWN                09/08/15      03:00AM 

#090415                     09/10/15      03:00AM  

               09/10/15      04:00AM  

 

 

Host Felicia Taylor discusses racial stigmas regarding young single African American moms in central Alabama 

with her guests, Joan Witherspoon-Norris, Director of Social Justice at the Central Alabama YWCA and Rebecca 

Harkless, the Program Coordinator. Norris says it is no question that people of color face more obstacles when it 

comes to achieving the best treatments when it comes to health, wealth and self-sufficiency than white people do. It 

is played out through obvious disparities. She and Rebecca work a lot with middle and high school students and are 

able to see through the educational systems, the disparity among the school systems that serve predominately 

minority students. Those school systems have far fewer resources than those that serve predominantly white youth. 

So the educational system causes a strike against a huge group of Alabamians. Within the economy, more people of 

color are in poverty proportionately which speaks also to the racism that people experience. In the criminal justice 

system, overwhelmingly, there is disproportionally a larger number of people of color in jails and prisons than white 

people. Rebecca Harkless says that within the past ten years there has been some racial progress. She refers to the 

fact that the U.S. elected a black president for two terms. However, she states that we cannot ignore the fact that 

black men are incarcerated at a disproportionate rate compared to white men for the exact same crimes. She again 

points out that since segregation was found unconstitutional there are still schools that are mainly made up of one 

race or another and that the schools with mostly blacks have fewer resources. She reiterates that most of the people 

in poverty are people of color. Many structures within our systems make up this reality of racism in America and 

Central Alabama. She says we have made progress but have a long way to go. The YWCA notes that many black 

single women are working but their wages are so low they are unable to provide for their families. The minimum 

wage is not a living wage. Norris says that in Alabama, the people who are at the lower end of the income spectrum 

pay proportionately more in taxes. When poor people are paying more in taxes, it keeps them in poverty. Alabama 

has such a large number of payday and title pawn lenders that charge 456 percent APR compared to credit card 

lenders are only allowed to charge 29.9 percent.  That 456 percent is outlandish. The people who use these lenders 

are poor people who can’t afford it. The YWCA is partnering with several good organizations to assist women and 

single moms with making better financial decisions and to try to get the legislature to make laws to lower the 

interest rates of payday loan organizations. Harkless says that one in three African American males born in 2001 

will be in prison at some point in their life. This means that statistically speaking, one in three of the African 

American boys graduating from high school this year will go to prison. The Equal Justice Initiative in Montgomery 

is doing something about that. This effort lead by Brian Stevenson is working toward systemic change. The 

Southern Poverty Law Center has also done some amazing work to change the laws to stop the racial injustices in 

the state. In Alabama, 15.8 % of the people are in poverty and most of those are African Americans and Hispanic. 

Childcare is a big issue among the poor in Alabama. Because Medicaid is one of the areas less funded due to recent 

budget cuts, childcare is in jeopardy. Without childcare, women who are trying to move out of poverty are unable to 

work. Cuts to childcare subsidy is very shortsighted and will drive more and more people into poverty.  
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               08/25/15      12:30PM 

 

 

Host, Felicia Taylor interviews Charles Patterson Everett IV a retired school teacher about segregation in the school 

system from the 1960s until the present. He says his grandfather came to Montgomery in 1896 to work with Mrs. 

Georgia Washington. That was the same year the Supreme Court upheld segregation as law. From 1896 to 1936 his 

grandfather taught school and was principal in public school in a segregated environment. His son, Charles Everett 

III, became an educator and a principal in Autauga County under segregation. Everett’s mother became a principal 

in Autauga County also. She was the first administrator in the family to have an integrated staff. He graduated in 

1967 and became a principal and assistant superintendent. His administration was under integration. Everett says he 

has only known integration during his professional experience. He says it is complicated to deal with the issues of 

equal but separate. He the following things were needful at the time of his high school graduation, the wisdom of 

Solomon, the patience of Job, the strength of Samson and the stomach of a billy goat.  He says this held true when 

he walked into integrating Autauga County for the first time. He was one of the first teachers to go into Marbury 

High School in 1967 to integrate the school. He says it was not strange for him but it was a culture shock for his 

students. He attended St. Jude from 1955 to 1964. St. Jude was integrated because he had white teachers in “Jim 

Crow” Alabama. The nuns and priests were white. The only black person the students at Marbury had seen in the 

school was the vending dispenser. He says the students were shocked to see black teachers in the school but the 

principal set the right tone for them to be accepted. The first thing that broke the ice for Everett as one of the only 

two black teachers in an all-white school was to drive a 1966 GTO.  He says other than that, he was prepared to 

teach. He knew his subject and was able to teach with excellence. He says it was important to walk humbly with 

God to deal with the issues of the day. He says there is a theme that reins throughout his professional career. Quality 

instruction in a safe environment equals a good education. He says he has seen schools that were academically in 

trouble. In those schools were facilities that were less than desirable with holes in the ceilings where rain was 

coming in. But in that classroom was an excellent teacher. He says Montgomery has become a more segregated 

environment than when he taught in the school system twenty years ago. The purpose of the magnet schools was to 

insure that Montgomery schools would always have some form of integration.   
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TITLE                  Youth   28:45           12:58          L        PA/O   07/31/15      12:00PM 

                            08/01/15      03:00AM 

JOY IN               08/03/15      10:30AM 
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Jennifer Roth a council director with Girls on the Run. Roth talks about the issues 

that young females face and how running helps them to overcome their obstacle in life. She says the social and 

health issues facing young girls today are similar to adolescent girls of previous generations. They want to know if 

they are pretty, if others think they are pretty and if they fit in with others their age. The main difference now is that 

with social media all these issues are magnified. The social media makes it harder for the young girls to have high 

self-esteem when cyber bullying and gossip are so pervasive. Gossip and bullying is happening to girls of much 

younger ages because they are able to navigate technology and gain access to information much faster than in years 

past. The girls face pressures at home and at school. They are pressured to perform and achieve at high levels 

academically, athletically and socially. This extreme pressure puts a strain on the girl’s emotions which may trigger 

depression, anxiety and even thoughts of suicide. The Girls on the Run program targets girls from third to fifth 

grade. The program helps girls to deal with the changes they are experiencing as their body is evolving into 

adulthood. That age group will ask questions about life that the program is prepared to handle. The girls get involved 

with physical activities to relieve stress and to help build their self-esteem. The program lasts for 10 weeks and the 

girls learn to value self, value others and work together as a team to build healthy communities.     
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                                                                                                                                                     08/27/15      04:00AM 

               

 

 

Host Felicia Taylor interviews Katie Jones with Gift of Life to discuss teen pregnancy. The rate of teen pregnancy in 

Montgomery is 470 pregnancies. This is a decrease from the two prior years. Both years the numbers were above 

500. The decrease is continuing. Children are becoming sexually active at younger and younger ages. Most of this 

depends on the background of the youths, where and how they are being raised. Jones says a seventh grade class in 

one area of town maybe more mature than a seventh grade class in another area. She says it really depends on who 

the children are around. Their friends and their environment is what makes the difference in how sexually active 

they are. Social media is making sexual behavior more acceptable. The more young people use social media as an 

important means of communication, the more sexually active they become. Young people tend to take more risks in 

their behavior because with all the knowledge about STDs and teen pregnancy, they feel it can’t happen to them. 

The recent statistics showing that Montgomery has a high rate of sexually transmitted diseases should be a wake-up 

call to teens to be cautious about having sex. Some of the misconceptions surrounding teenagers concerning sex is 

they think if “you are on the birth control pill you can’t get pregnant.” Jones says the pill has to be taken precisely as 

prescribed or it will not work to prevent pregnancy. Jones says Gift of Life emphasis abstinence because it is the 

only way anyone will remain STD and pregnancy free. She says for those choosing to be sexually active, they need 

to speak with a health care provider about the various options in contraceptives.  Katie Jones heads up a program 

called Growing Our Own Youth. This program addresses not just the youth but their parents as well. They do 

workshops in the Montgomery Public Schools a couple of times throughout the year to address health classes and 

physical education classes. The program is for 7th through 12th grade classes. They also work with the parents on 

how to open the conversation up to talk to their teens about sex and the consequences. Two health educators actually 

go into the schools and give youths the opportunity to speak one on one with them and ask questions. Because of 

programs like Growing Our Own Youth, teen pregnancy rates are dropping in Alabama.     
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Gail Piggot with the Alabama Partnership for Children. They discuss the best type of 

childcare in the Montgomery River Region and some of the challenges regarding childcare in the local area. Piggot 

says there is a growing concern with childcare programs that go uninspected. These facilities have no standards in 

place and no accountability as they continue to operate. She says this is especially bad because it affects the very 

young children while they are at the age of brain development. From pre-birth to age three 85% of the child’s brain 

is developed. Years ago, children at that age were babysat by their grandparents or other relatives. But now, with 

working mothers and changing times, childcare is the best option for young children to prepare them for success, 

school and life. The concern is the difference between the licensed and the unlicensed. Regulations in some states 

demand that even if facilities are not licensed they still need to be inspected for basic health and safety. Piggot says 

it gives parents peace of mind knowing that the facility where they leave their children is inspected and meets 

certain standards. Most of the time parents send their children off to school without ever wandering if the school 

have health and safety regulations and guidelines in place. Sadly, parents don’t think there is a need to be concerned 

when they send their children to daycare because there is an assumption that the facility is a safe environment. The 

number of programs that are licensed by the Department of Human Resources, with a sign on the wall stating it was 

inspected is slowly increasing due to public awareness. She continues to say that at many unlicensed facilities where 

children were injured or gotten sick lately, had those facilities been licensed or inspected it is hard to say whether 

those injuries and sicknesses would have occurred. A recent incident occurred when a food catering company 

transported food from one location to another and children at an unlicensed daycare got sick from the food. This 

sickness could have been prevented had the facility been inspected and followed certain guidelines. She says people 

never think twice when they walk into a restaurant to eat here in America if that restaurant had been inspected by the 

health department or not. She says it is equally important to feel the same way about the places where our small 

children are kept daily. When a facility is exempt from that kind of inspection, the problem is, we don’t know if it 

falls within the regulation guidelines or not. There were over 4000 licensed childcare programs in Alabama just a 

few years ago. It is now down to 2000. About half of the programs in Montgomery are unlicensed and unregulated. 

She says it has been a slippery slope down within the last four years. It is a critical concern now because of the 

number of children who are in settings that the Department of Human Resources knows nothing about. The 

exemptions from license are for faith based organizations or church run daycares. Once the exemption is granted the 

Department of Human Resources cannot go in for inspection unless there is a complaint. In Montgomery, 86 

children became ill at a licensed daycare that had also been cited for leaving a child in a car unattended.  DHR had 

to get involved. Some facilities voluntarily closed while others filed for exemptions for license and remained open. 

Piggot says if DHR cannot inspect the facilities, she wanders who is protecting the children. She is a part of “Don’t 

Be in the Dark about Childcare” campaign. A part of this campaign is to inform parents about what it means to be 

exempt from license and the benefits of running a licensed daycare facility. She says they should know if a place is 

clean, have food handled properly and if the background checks are done on the workers around children. 
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Rhonda Mann who is the Policy and Research Director for VOICES for Alabama’s 

Children. The recent National Kid’s Count Data Book for state level data reported that Alabama has approximately 

298,000 children that are still living in poverty. This is a real concern because it shows that compared to 2008, there 

has been a 5% increase in that number. Two out of three children living in poverty are in high poverty communities 

where the poverty rate is 30% or higher. Poverty inner winds itself in every area of a child’s life. The health, 

education, safety and the community environment. There are less high quality resources for education in those 

impoverished areas. During the summer or even early learning programs for children who fall behind their peers, 

would be critically important especially for the impoverished children to succeed in education. From a health 

perspective, poverty impacts access to care. Prenatal care in rural areas where there are fewer doctors, is limited. 

Some people would even have to go across state lines to get healthcare. If a woman has a high risk pregnancy, she 

would need specific care which would not be available in a high poverty area. Affordable healthy food access is 

critically important. This will impact the mom and the nutrition of the child could be compromised if healthy food is 

not available. Mann goes on to say that in education distant learning is available but our state has regions where 

there is no internet access. Therefore, those children will not be able to participate in that. She says the children 

living in the rural areas who are poor are not less important than others but they just don’t have the access to 

resources like children in the more populated areas. VOICES addresses the needs of children from birth to 19 years 

of age. The mission is to insure the wellbeing of Alabama’s children. Through research, public awareness and 

advocacy, the organization seeks to improve the conditions for the less fortunate children in the state of Alabama. 

The recent data book provides county level data every year. It is the annual research publication. But they do white 

paper policy reports and other things to help the grass roots person understand what the issues are, why they are 

important and why we need to do something. Data also provides a roadmap to define a problem, bench mark and 

measure progress as time goes by. She says a child can’t learn if he is hungry or doesn’t have proper healthcare. The 

data book informs and shows agencies what needs to be done to improve the conditions and place all children on the 

same playing field.  
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OUR TOWN                09/15/15      03:00AM 

#091115                     09/17/15      03:00AM  
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Dr. Karen Landers Assistant State Health Officer with the Alabama Department of 

Public Health to talk about the drug OxyContin and its effect on youth in the local area. They discuss the regulations 

approved by the FDA concerning OxyContin and youth. She says the drug is for children 11 to age 16 who have 

severely chronic problems such as cancer, severe trauma like in a motor vehicle or having severe fractures. She says 

even children who need to have surgical procedures that would be very traumatic would be administered this drug. 

So it is for children 11 to 16 with severe and chronic diseases. Also, if a child maybe at the end of life, this could be 

a very useful drug. This drug would only be used if other opium type drugs have already been used previously. If the 

youth tolerated the opium medication but was unable to get relief, then prescribing OxyContin maybe the next step. 

Often OxyContin is considered a drug of abuse but actually it is an extended release form of the opioid drug 

Oxycodone. Opioids are pain medications. Shorter release drugs may have to be taken every four to six hours. 

OxyContin can be given every 12 hours or so. Because this drug has been a drug of abuse, the pharmaceutical 

companies made changes in their manufacturing process to make the drug less able to convert to a form of abuse. It 

cannot be used to crush down for snorting or to make as an intravaginal drug. Looking nationwide, drug abuse is 

still a problem among youth. Addiction is a disease. This drug is not as easily abused as before the new regulations. 

There is a decrease in the ability to abuse OxyContin but it is still out there and is sought after by those who are 

addicted. It is sought after not for its proper use as pain management as it is for a drug of abuse.  In a nationwide 

survey, there was discussion that one out of 25 adolescents might have used OxyContin in an abusive way. It is a 

sobering number but one out of a particular study. She says this says to parents and caregivers that we need to 

educate our children about drugs of abuse. We need also to take measures in our own homes as well as in cases 

where young people maybe out and about to equip them with an attitude where they will not get involved with drug 

abuse. She says there can be genetic factors in addiction. A child’s brain is not fully developed until the age of 25. It 

is important to prescribe only the amount of drugs that is required to manage a person’s pain, closely monitoring that 

person through recovery and that the parents or caregivers will lock the drug away so that the risk of temptation and 

abuse will be less.  
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Tracie Cheeley the Executive Director for Peers Are Staying Straight or PASS. 

Tracie says juveniles are faced with many troubles such as under aged drinking, smoking, drug use, and sexual 

promiscuity. PASS has three programs to help teenagers. One such program is the Teen Court program, which helps 

first time non-violent offenders get a second chance. They are tried by a court of their peers. Another program is 

called Independent Decision for students from 7th through 12th grade in all Autauga County Schools. The students 

join up and choose to be drug, alcohol and tobacco free. They volunteer to join the program and volunteer to be 

randomly drug tested throughout the 7th through 12th grades while they are in school. Also, through PASS is the 

Youth Coalition, where children in a community come together to do certain community projects. These are also 

students who work with Teen Court. Nationally the teenage drug use is increasing. However, in Prattville Alabama 

there is more of a consistency. Cheeley says it is staying basically the same year after year.  In Teen Court, which is 

made up of 7th through 12th graders, except for the judge who is a local attorney volunteer. The children sitting on 

the jury makes up the sentencing. The sentencing is chosen from a list of possible punishments. Once the jury listens 

to the testimonies, they can decide the severity of the punishments. The point is to get offenders back on the right 

path before they get into a lifestyle of committing crimes and using substances as a crutch.    
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Catherine Ray and Tanya Murphy with the Elmore County Home School 

Organization.  Ray says the River Region has a large number of home schools. There are many opportunities here 

and many supporters of home schooling in Alabama and particularly around the Montgomery area. There are several 

cover schools and extracurricular activities. Parents looking for home schools are seeking out places close to their 

own home where the children are around the same age as their own and where the same values are shared along with 

the same educational goals.  Tanya Murphy says home schooling benefits her family because she travels a lot with 

her military husband. It is easier to move around without having to go through the withdrawing and registration 

processing of public or private school. Tanya says it was a tough decision at first to home school because she 

wandered if they would be able to play sports and be a part of any outside activities. However, she is pleased to 

know that the children who homeschool are no different from those of public and private schools when it comes to 

socialization, playing sports and getting involved with outside activities. Ray says for parents who are used to the 

traditional school setting when they decide to homeschool will have to have a new mindset. Homeschooling is 

different. Depending on the background of the family, the transition could be difficult going from traditional school 

to homeschool. As far as social events, there are co-op programs, sporting events and a number of other social 

activities for homeschoolers available. The YMCA provides PE classes for homeschooled children. Of course, those 

who go to church will have social interactions at church. Families who homeschool get to choose their social 

interactions. Ray says in the traditional school settings, “you just have what you have.” Usually in public schools, if 

a student runs into a bad situation, they are stuck with it. She says the main advantage that homeschoolers have is 

the ability to choose what they want. She says, “Forced association is not socialization.” The ECO program provides 

educational and social activities twice per month. It is for enrichment purposes. It also provides once per month field 

trips. There are special activities for teens only in this new program. Finally Ray adds that homeschool is all about 

flexibility and options. Children learn in different ways and they can have a choice as to how they learn and teachers 

can choose how they teach.     
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Larry Raines an Education Specialist with the Alabama Dept. of Education to discuss 

the new online learning courses offered to high school students. Raines talks about the ACCESS program which is 

designed by the Montgomery School system as a virtual program this fall. Online learning is something new that 

according to recent studies, some students do really well in a virtual setting. This gives students an opportunity to be 

set aside to work one on one with their computer. Depending on their learning style, they can concentrate better. The 

program is proven successful for some students. But not all students are successful ion the program. For those 

students that the program fits well, they seem to do exceptionally well. The Montgomery Public school supplies the 

computer. It is set up for video conferencing. A learning management system is set up as a web based course and the 

student is able to interact with the teacher via computer. All the courses follow the Alabama State Course of Study. 

So, it is the same curriculum as those who are in the classroom are receiving. Those who participate in the virtual 

classroom setting will graduate with their peers who learn in the classroom. Their graduation requirements are the 

exact same. The main advantage of this program is that the teacher can cater to the student’s individual needs far 

better than in a regular classroom. The students feel more at ease talking with the teacher and asking questions 

because they are not afraid of some other students laughing at them. Other situations where a student may participate 

in the virtual classroom include cases where students are home bond or too sick to go to school. The student would 

not have to worry about being left behind on studies. Whenever the students need to take quizzes and tests they will 

need to go to a location where they will be monitored. Other than that, they can do the entire program from home.   
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Michelle Martinez, a therapist-counselor. Martinez talks about the struggles the 

Hispanic community is having learning English in American schools. In the Montgomery area, the Hispanic 

population is on the increase and many of the Spanish speaking students are having trouble in school because they 

are slow learning the English language. Martinez says many Hispanics drop out of school when they are barely 

sixteen years old. This is a big problem in Montgomery and around Alabama. She says Hispanics don’t have enough 

role models in Education within their own ethnicity. Another disadvantage is that Hispanic youth have parents who 

are poor from places like El Salvador, Guatemala and Mexico. Their parents did not have the opportunities that their 

children have in this country. So the children, even though they have more opportunities, still fall through the cracks 

when it comes to getting a good education. They have challenges with the culture and they have to deal with 

different stereo types while going to school in Montgomery. She mentions that the parents need to be more proactive 

in seeking education opportunities for the children. In their home country, the Hispanic students were raised by 

parents who only got as far as third grade, sixth grade or at the highest the eighth grade. In Mexico, children can 

drop out of school sooner than sixteen because they are not required to go to school. They know they should go to 

school but the strict requirement is not there as it is in the United States.  Therefore, Hispanic parents don’t stress 

education to their children as much here in America and the Hispanic children tend to drop out of school more 

frequently than others. The culture here in America is placing a lot of pressure on the Hispanic immigrants because 

it is different. Most Hispanic people prefer to stay to themselves. They are not comfortable around other cultures. 

However, those who go to church or join other organizations v get to know people from the outside community. 

Those who choose to stay in their own groups, don’t learn about other opportunities that are out there for them. 

People from Honduras, Ecuador, Guatemala, El Salvador and Mexico make up about 20% of the population in 

Montgomery. One very impoverished state from Mexico that makes up the second largest growing group in 

Alabama is Guanajuato. Guanajuato is a very poor state and education has always been slow coming into the people 

there. The biggest problems the Hispanic students face is being stereo typed. They are often misunderstood because 

of language barriers and lack of understanding history. She mentions how people also allow their political views 

stand in the way of kindness and how to treat their fellowman. The main reason most Hispanics drop out of school is 

to start working to support their families. School seems to be a time waster for those who are ready to get out and 

earn money. Many of the students have parents who pressure them to quit school to get a job to support their parents 

and siblings. Most American youths do not understand that because they have never been in survival mode before. 

But Hispanics are willing to take any manual labor job so that they can get paid to feed their struggling parents. The 

young girls are pressured to drop out of school to get married and have children. Another reason they drop out of 

school is because they are bullied and discriminated against. Children for Christ is a ministry that mentors Hispanic 

young people. They are introduced to Christ and taught life and communication skills. Through the ministry, the 

children are encouraged to stay in school and get to know Christian role models. Progress is being made to educate 

whole Hispanic families. 
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Stephen Bray, the program coordinator for English as a second Language at Auburn 

University at Montgomery. Bray says that international students face many challenges when they come to American 

schools. Those who come to universities in Montgomery are no exception. He says that most of the international 

students who come to our universities are very young and fresh out of high school. Those students don’t struggle as 

much with academics as they do with loneliness. They come into a culture that may not have all the comfort foods 

that they like. It is tough for them not being able to communicate with their families on a regular basis to share all 

their struggles and their successes. Most of the international students are isolated. They try to group off with people 

from their own country and culture rather than to blend in with others. His organization tries to get the international 

students to associate more with American students. Other than loneliness, learning how to learn English in an 

American classroom is a huge challenge for the international student. Americans think logo centrically. We think 

true centered thoughts. We think around an object from beginning, middle, to end. This is how we process our 

thoughts. Whereas, most international students don’t think linearly but they think around an object or very 

abstractly. Most of the international students in our area come from China, Turkey, Korea, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 

etc. Most of those countries have recruiting basis to direct them toward Auburn University at Montgomery. 

However, most of them are attracted to AUM’s College of Business. Here, they learn English as a second language 

as well as knowing how to establish businesses in the United States. AUM is one of the top business colleges in the 

south eastern U.S. It is for this reason that students want to come and study here, according to Bray. They want to 

learn American life. Bray says foreign students are often shocked to see that Montgomery is not like New York or 

Los Angeles.   They also choose the Montgomery university because it is set up to accommodate international 

students and that the activities on the campus are to their suiting.   International students know that if they want to be 

successful in business, they need to learn English as a second language. It is the language most used in social media 

and in the global business world.  
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Host Felecia Taylor interviews Dr. Nichole Thompson who is the Assistant Vice Chancellor at Auburn university of 

Montgomery to discuss how students on campus deal with episodes of mental illness. Thompson begins by stating 

that depression is often thought of as a disorder affecting older adults who are at the age of retiring. That is not the 

case, she says. Thompson adds, “When we see depression in students they are typically between the ages of 18 and 

24. They are at so many junctures in their lives such as the first time leaving home, taking on new financial 

responsibilities, they may feel guilty about being in school and they may miss their parents” The pressure of being in 

college leads to anxiety in students, particularly when they realize more is required of them than when they were in 

high school. They face a plethora of issues including socialization issues. She says after being with the same people 

for almost 12 years, it is overwhelming for some students to suddenly face new people and get exposed to new 

cultures. Depression sets in suddenly among most students. Many of them are able to cope with change, while others 

suffer from anxiety. The on-set of bipolar issues may become a problem with students suffering from anxiety and 

depression. When students face these mental health challenges, it is necessary for them to get some intervention. It is 

unfortunate, according to Dr. Thompson that the problems of mental illness among college students are on the 

increase. As we can see the various incidents on college campuses in news reports, she says, it can become a very 

dangerous situation. Society is pushing for students be stellar. Thereby placing far more pressure on them than in the 

past. Thompson says this is primarily the cause of mental illness being on the increase on the college campuses 

nation-wide. She says they really need to find a balance for their lives. Mental health speaks to the emotional 

wellbeing of a person. Throughout all of our lives we experience times when mental health maybe at its optimum 

level but at the loss of a parent, loved one or some other traumatic experience, the mental health could decline. 

Those experiences may leave us to where we are not as emotionally stable or as well as we need to be. Dr. 

Thompson says depression, suicidal ideology and bipolar disorders are the main mental illnesses seen among college 

students. According to Thompson, mental health is pertinent to this age group because they are at a very 

developmental stage.  Now that new demands and responsibilities face young college students, they are shocked into 

trying to cope with the switch from parental control to becoming independent. Some students have to deal with 

being victims of rape and crimes which will also cause a decline in mental health. Thompson mentions President 

Obama’s Title Nine Act which makes campuses aware of such risks and it is important for all campuses to have an 

act to keep women and students safe. This provides a way for students to become educated on how to keep the 

campus life safe from predators. They are educated about “hotlines” they can call if suspicious activities are going 

on. Incidents will have to be investigated even if they are not reported under Title Nine. This Act also provides the 

necessity for students to get counseling and all the help and support they need in order to concentrate on their studies 

and feel safe on the campus.   
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Bill Hutto with Auburn University’s Airport and Aviation Center to discuss 

educational advancements due to technology at the University. Auburn University has been involved with aviation 

and aerospace industry for over 80 years. Flight training at the University has been in place for 75 years or so. The 

University actually owns the Airport in Opelika. Now they are moving into the next phase of aviation which is the 

use of unmanned aviation. This type of craft is referred to as a drone. The FAA considers the drone crafts to be not 

just the aircraft but the controller, the GPS devices, the autopilots, sensors and all that goes with the aircraft system. 

Like many advancements in technology, these drones come from the government sector and makes their way into 

the commercial sector. There will be different applications for them. As with cell phones and other devices, 

technology continues to advance. That is driven by battery life, wireless systems and so on. He says this fits right 

into what they were already doing. The applications for an unmanned aircraft are limited by one’s imagination. 

Whether a student majors in journalism, agriculture, engineering and many other areas, the unmanned aircraft could 

be used to help in surveillance, research, monitoring, utility line inspections, carrying packages and far more. The 

aviation school for students is a new area at AU. The first course offering this fall is open for the general public. 

Which means one does not have to be a student enrolled at Auburn to take the course. It is a three day course to 

teach what an unmanned air system can do. The most important lesson is to teach users the proper use and 

responsibility of operating an unmanned aircraft.  
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Host Felicia Taylor interviews Councilman David Burkette of the city of Montgomery about the issues surrounding 

the youth in the River Region. Councilman Burkett speaks about a new program to help young people to become 

productive citizens in a program called “I Care for My Neighborhood.” Burkette says the problem with many of the 

youth today is that they are learning how to be followers rather than how to be leaders. They face a lot of peer 

pressure from negative influencers such as gangs and drug traffickers. He adds that children who are not involved in 

athletics tend to drift more into negative behavior. He says this issue of peer pressure is certainly on the rise in 

Montgomery. Children have more access to computers and social networks than ever before. Burkette blames the 

internet for most of the negative influences on the youth. He says children don’t know how to have a face to face 

conversation and that the social network has created a new form of bullying. In his opinion, Facebook is dangerous. 

He says children lack discipline. They don’t respect teachers, parents and the elderly because most of them are not 

taught that at home. Little children are consumed by video games and electronic media. The obsession with 

electronics has taken away from social interactions. His program “I Care for My Neighborhood” helps young people 

to work alongside each other to improve neighborhoods while at the same time, learn social skills and discipline. 

Burkette says the law favors promoting negative influences. The laws of the land hinders principals from taking 

disciplinary actions in school while allowing children to carry cell phones to school. The laws favor letting children 

have their way more than letting the administrators take control of the classroom. He says cell phones in the hands 

of young people could be a good thing if used the right way. But in his words, “Our government made a mistake 

when they took God out of the equation and brought the devil in.” Students are taking pictures of fights and sending 

text messages that should never go out. They are too immature to handle the power that is in their hands in the form 

of cell phones and computer tablets. Another problem with the electronics in the hands of youth is that it leads to no 

physical activities which leads to obesity. But the program focusses on keeping young people from committing 

crimes. They teach discipline and life skills through work, fun and building relationships.  

 

 

 


