
Community Issues Addressed by 
WHFC Programming & Operations
3rd Quarter – July, August, September, 2020

Community/Public Relations/Public Safety Activities

W

WHFC continues to be a participating EMNet station.  

As part of Harford Community College, is represented in the Harford 
County Chamber of Commerce.

All programming is streamed to the world on the Internet.  

WHFC continues to air free public service announcements several 
times each day for the benefit local non-profit organizations, 
promoting events, and addressing public health issues and socio-
economic concerns.

COVID-19 staffing restrictions began March 23.  As a 
result, WHFC’s spring fund drive, due to begin March 30, 
was canceled.  Instead, the station participated in third-
party fund raising efforts in support of Harford 
Community College’s Student Emergency fund, through 
April 12. 

The station continued to operate 24/7 despite absence of 
student and community volunteer staff members, whose 
access to the building was barred during pandemic.  Minor 
changes to the programming schedule were required as a 
result, and no community relations/event activities could be 
conducted.  



Programming
Continuing Features

“Profile America” – a one-minute “snapshot” of American life through statistics 
from the U.S. Census Bureau.  Heard daily at 7:50am.  Community 
Issue/Interest Addressed:  Community enlightenment.

“StarDate” – two minutes on astronomical subjects, from The University of 
Texas at Austin McDonald Observatory, heard daily at 7:40am & 5:58pm. 
Community Issue/Interest Addressed:  Community enlightenment.

“Science & The Sea” – 90-second weekly feature about Earth’s oceans, 
produced The Marine Science Institute and The University of Texas at Austin, 
heard Saturdays at 3:58pm, and encored Sundays at 8:58am.  Community 
Issue/Interest Addressed:  Community enlightenment, environmental concerns.

“BirdNote,” – a 90-second daily information/entertainment feature about wild 
birds, weekdays at 7:10 am.  Community Issue/Interest Addressed:  
Community enlightenment, environmental concerns.

“EarthDate” - A one-minute weekly feature on the environment.  Three airings 
every Sunday; 1:59, 4:59 and 10:59 pm.  Community Issue/Interest 
Addressed: Community enlightenment, environmental concerns, health and 
public safety concerns. 
“The Fitness Minute” – Physical fitness expert Annette Hammond presents 
general health, fitness and nutrition tips, Monday – Friday, 7:20 am.   
Community Issue/Interest Addressed: Community enlightenment, and health 
concerns.

“EarthWise”– from WAMC Albany.” This two-minute feature addresses science, 
climate and environmental issues, such as global warming.   Monday – Friday, 
8:50 am.  Community Issue/Interest Addressed: Community enlightenment, 
environmental concerns, health and public safety concerns. 

“Climate Connections” –90-second general environmental feature produced by 
Yale University, heard weekdays at 8:20 am.  Community Issue/Interest 
Addressed:  Community enlightenment, environmental concerns.

“Melinda’s Garden Minute” – 60-second feature on gardening, botany, 
landscaping and related topics.  Community Issue/Interest Addressed:  
Community enlightenment, environmental concerns, health & safety issues, 
scientific developments.  Monday – Friday, 8:10 am.

 “Sound Beat” –90-second historical segment featuring sound clips from the 
Belfer Audio Archive at Syracuse University, heard weekdays at 8:40 am.  
Community Issue/Interest Addressed:  Community enlightenment.



Weekly Shows

“State Circle,” – Monday, 12 Noon.  Beginning August 24, WHFC initiated a 
program-sharing partnership with Maryland Public Television, to air the audio 
portion of each week’s MPT news and public affairs show “State Circle.”  This is 
an experimental arrangement, scheduled to run through November 26, 2020, at 
which time the partnership will be re-evaluated, and a decision will be made as to 
whether the program sharing will continue.

Program Subjects:
8/24 – unavailable
9/1 – Distance learning in Montgomery County; racial justice amidst police 
violence; the Republican convention; 2020 census; modernizing the 911 system.
9/8 – Book “Five Days: The Fiery Reckoning of an American City.”  Racial 
injustice; the pandemic’s effect on the technology job market; new Annapolis 
library.
9/15 – Digital divide—students unable to afford technology for distance learning; 
Maryland Lottery; Evictions during pandemic.
9/22 – Mail-in ballots; How legislature could safely meet and pass bills about 
pending social issues; Coppin State University’s response to COVID; Eastern 
shore tourism.
9/29 – Police Reform; COVID-19; Ruth Bader Ginsburg

“Direct Connection,” – Tuesday, 12 Noon.  Beginning August 25, WHFC 
initiated a program-sharing partnership with Maryland Public Television, to air the 
audio portion of each week’s MPT news and public affairs show “State Circle.”  
This is an experimental arrangement, scheduled to run through November 26, 
2020, at which time the partnership will be re-evaluated, and a decision will be 
made as to whether the program sharing will continue.

Program Subjects:
8/25 – unavailable
9/2 – Distance Learning; COVID-19
9/9 – COVID-19
9/16 – 2020 General Election; Colon Cancer
9/29 – Supreme Court Vacancy; Presidential Debate; COVID-19

“With Good Reason” – Tuesday, 12 Noon & 12:30pm. (On September 1, this 
program rescheduled to 12:30pm ONLY, with encore Sunday morning @ 8am)  
From the University of Virginia.  Each week top scholars in all sorts of fields take 
listeners on an intellectual journey. With host Sarah McConnell, topics range 
from race in America to the surprising history of the Hawaiian shirt.  Community 
Issue/Interest/Topic Addressed: Community enlightenment on myriad topics.

Program Titles/Subjects:
7/7 – “Back in Session.”  COVID-19, and colleges
7/14 – “Replay: Poetic Justice.” Social Injustice.
7/21 – “Presenting: Transcripts.”  Trans people of color.
7/28 – “WGR’s Summer Streaming Reqs.”  A look at Netflix, and TV shows 
addressing race and identity in America.



8/4 – “The Chiefest Town.”  Village of Rassawek, the epicenter of Monacan life 
before European colonization.
8/11 – “No One Cares Alone.”  Surgery to save failing heart of young boy, and 
avoiding doctor burnout.
8/18 – “Replay: New Virginians.”  The journeys of immigrants from their 
homelands to America.
8/25 – “Education Innovation.”  How education has changed because of COVID-
19.
9/1 – “Cabin Fever.”  Mental health impact of COVID-19 pandemic.
9/8 – “Goodbye My Tribe.”  Impact of the pandemic on religion.
9/15 – “Working Through History.”  How Jim Crow continues to impact the 
American labor market.  Increasing inequities in the workplace due to COVID-19
9/22 – “Replay: Holocaust Memory.”  Jewish culture/achievements in America.  
The impact of the Holocaust Museum
9/29 – “Who’s Suffrage?”  Women’s voting rights.  

  

 “Putumayo World Music Hour” – nationally-syndicated world music program, 
Sundays 7-8p.  Community Issue/Interest Addressed:  Community 
enlightenment, diversity, promotion of world music and the artists who create it. 

“Milk Street Radio” – Wednesdays, 12 noon.  Deals with nutrition, farming, food 
preparation, and related topics.  Community Issue/Interest Addressed:  
Community enlightenment, environmental concerns, health and public safety 
legislation & education.    
“Reflections of Ireland” – A WHFC Production - this long-running (21 years on 
WTMD-FM) music, news and information show hosted by Ed McBride is heard 
Sundays, 4-6pm.  Community Issue/Interest Addressed:  Community 
enlightenment, diversity, social/cultural topics of interest to Irish-Americans, local 
arts through the promotion of Celtic music and the artists who create it.

“Travel with Rick Steves” – PBS-TV host Rick Steves presents an interesting, 
entertaining and educational hour on the subject of world travel and cultures.  
Airs Fridays at noon with an encore Saturdays at 3pm.  Community 
Issue/Interest Addressed:  Community enlightenment, diversity, and the 
celebration of social/cultural/ethnic differences, with emphasis placed on travel, 
discovery and personal experience between Americans and people from other 
lands. 

“It’s Showtime” – A WHFC Production.  Veteran broadcaster Alan Field 
shares his wealth of knowledge and music from Broadway and movie scores, 
each Saturday at 4pm.  Community Issue/Interest Addressed:  Community 
enlightenment, keeping alive the unique art form of musical stage productions 
through current and historic cast soundtracks.

“Earth Eats” – from Indiana Public Radio.  Weekly program addressing organic 
farming and foods.  Community Issue/Interest Addressed:  Community 
enlightenment, environmental concerns, health and public safety legislation & 
education.  Heard Sundays @ 8am, encored Mondays @ 12:30pm.  PROGRAM 
DISCONTINUED SEPTEMBER 28, 2020.



“eTown” –  Music and conversation promoting social responsibility and 
environmental sustainability.  Sundays, 3pm.

Subjects:
7/5 – Helping seniors and young children interact.
7/12 – Kramden Institute, and their refurbishment of discarded computers for low-
income students.
7/19 – Music Special from Red Rocks Amphitheatre, part 1.
7/26 – Music Special from Red Rocks Amphitheatre, part 2.
8/2 - Music Special from Red Rocks Amphitheatre, part 3.
8/9 – Books for Keeps, a Georgia-based non-profit, providing books to low-
income children.
8/23 – Prisoner Express, a non-profit providing books, education, and learning 
programs for incarcerated adults.
8/30 – All music program.
9/7 – Veteran’s Garden Project, a supplemental food source for veterans and 
their families.
9/14 – MEANS, acquiring surplus/excess food from businesses for sharing with 
local families and food banks, in 48 states.
9/21 – Project Angel Heart, ensuring ill, non-mobile residents in Colorado receive 
food and medications.
9/28 - Thistle Farms, nonprofit based in Nashville, TN, dedicated to helping 
women survivors recover and heal from trafficking, prostitution, and addiction. 

 “Harmonia” – from Indiana Public Radio.  Weekly long-running program 
presents early music and instruments.  Community Issue/Interest Addressed: 
Community enlightenment/education.

 “Fresh Trax” – A WHFC Production.  Hosted by Community Outreach & 
Programming Specialist Matt Terry, a one-hour showcase for local/regional 
musical talent.   Community Issue/Interest Addressed:  Community relations 
and enlightenment, local arts and artists.

   In addition to the FCC online database, I certify that a printed copy of this 
quarterly report was placed in WHFC’s Public File on this date, and uploaded to 
FCC online file site.

Gary Helton
Station Manager,
October 9, 2020. 


