
WYMT-TV, HAZARD, KENTUCKY    
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAM REPORT 
SECOND QUARTER, 2016 
APRIL THROUGH JUNE 2016 
 

During this quarter, WYMT-TV gave particular attention to the following issues.  These 
issues are not listed in order of importance and it should be noted that the station may 
have also aired other programming to meet community needs. 
 

This report was placed in the Public Inspection File on July 1, 2016. 
 
ISSUE:  HEALTH/ETHICAL CONCERNS 
 

PROGRAM DATE PRG 

START 

TIME  

SEGMENT 

LENGTH 

TYPE DESCRIPTION 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

4-1-16 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: You might notice a new shopping cart inside 

Food City grocery stores. The cart is meant from 

children with special needs. We interviewed one store 

manager. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

4-1-16 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Kentucky River Community Care facilities have 

been tobacco-free for years but as of April 1st, the 

tobacco-free policy is extended to all eight KRCC 

campuses. We interviewed officials with the 

organization. 

Mountain News at 

6 

4-9-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Several former coal miners and other community 

members came together in Pikeville for a black lung 

rally. We interviewed several former miners who say 

they now suffer from black lung disease. 

Mountain News at 

11 

4-10-16 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A Kentucky teen has developed something that 

could help a lot of people. He made a hearing aid that 

not only amplifies volume but also tests hearing. He 

says the device only costs $60. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

4-15-16 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Health officials from the “Making Smiles Happen 

Surveillance Initiative” brought in a free health clinic for 

students to show them the importance of oral health and 

to collect data. We interviewed a dentist and the Letcher 

Elementary principal. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

4-17-16 8am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Hundreds of people participated in the first MS 

walk at the Perry County Park. Thousands of dollars 

was raised to fight the disease. We talked to the 

chairperson of the event. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

4-19-16 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Folks celebrated the opening of the new 

Appalachian Regional Hospital Wound Treatment 

Center in Hazard. Officials say they can take care of 

chronic and acute wounds. 

Mountain News at 

6 

4-26-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Following an outbreak of HIV that swept through 

a southeastern Indiana community last year, federal, 

state and local health officials are warning something 

similar could happen in Eastern Kentucky. We talked to 

health officials in Perry County about how they are 

working to prevent an outbreak. 

Mountain News 

This Morning  

4-27-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The fiscal court approved plans for a needle 

exchange program in Pike County. The judge-executive 

says the health department will be in charge of 

developing the program. We did a follow-up a few days 

later with more information about the proposal. 



Mountain News at 

11 

4-28-16 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: An honor today for a group of children from Bell 

County who fought to limit smoking in their community. 

Seven 4th and 5th graders from Middlesboro Independent 

received the Kentucky Center for Smoke Free Policy 

Community award.  

Mountain News 

This Morning 

5-3-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The federal government filed a civil lawsuit 

against Appalachian Regional Healthcare pharmacies. 

ARH is accused of unlawfully filling fraudulent 

prescriptions for stimulants, written by a physician in the 

Harlan ARH ER, for ARH nurses and staff and their 

family members, without a proper doctor-patient 

relationship. We followed up later with new information. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

5-5-16 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Every 40 seconds, someone in the United State 

has a stroke. That surprised a well known high school 

athlete in Eastern Kentucky. So, he decided to do 

something about it and organized a walk to raise 

awareness. We talked to him and a stroke survivor. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

5-6-16 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: New rules are coming for tobacco products, 

including electronic, or e-cigarettes. The rules bring 

federal oversight to an industry the FDA argues has 

exploded in popularity in recent years, especially among 

young people. We interviewed someone at a local vapor 

shop and a Hazard doctor. 

Mountain News at 

11 

5-9-16 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Folks in Knox County gathered together for the 

Barbourville ARH Hospital ribbon cutting ceremony. 

Leaders say this is a great thing for the community… 

offering expanded healthcare and job opportunities. We 

interviewed the hospital CEO and Congressman Hal 

Rogers. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

5-14-16 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: State health leaders say flu season is showing no 

signs of slowing down in Kentucky. They say typically, 

flu season ends in May. But they’re still confirming new 

flu cases around the state. 

Mountain News at 

11 

5-14-16 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The Smilefaith Foundation is a nonprofit group 

that dentist throughout America volunteer to work with. 

They visit poor areas of the country, providing free 

dental services to those who need them most. We went 

to a church in Breathitt County, where the group set up 

their RV to see learn about their work. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

5-19-16 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: It was the second annual “Appalachian Research 

Day” at the UK Center for Excellence in Rural Health in 

Hazard. Researchers presented community based 

findings about the prevention of health issues like lung 

cancer, drug abuse and depression in women in 

Appalachia. We interviewed the director of the center. 

Mountain News at 

6 

6-4-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A motorcycle group known as the “Fallen Kings” 

helped an eight year old battling cerebral palsy. The 

Kings wanted to help his family raise money for his 

medical and travel expenses with an ATV ride. We 

interviewed members of the group and the family. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

6-5-16 8am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Folks escaped the rainy weather with Relay for 

Life inside the Knott County Sportsplex. We interviewed 

a cancer survivor. This was one of several Relay for Life 

events we covered across the region in June. 

Mountain News at 

11 

6-5-16 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: The third Shaping our Appalachian Region, or 

SOAR, Summit was kicked off with a 5-K run in 

downtown Pikeville. Organizers say one of their goals is 

to educate others on living a healthy lifestyle. More than 

100 people participated. 



Mountain News at 

6 

6-7-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Where you live can affect how long you live… 

and data compiled by researchers at Virginia 

Commonwealth University and the Robert Wood 

Johnson Foundation suggests Eastern Kentuckians live 

shorter lives than people living in the rest of the state. 

We had local reaction. 

Mountain News at 

11 

6-7-16 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The federal government has filed a lawsuit 

against a Breathitt County ambulance company. 

Investigators claim the owner of Arrow-Med bilked more 

than a million dollars from medicare and medicaid by 

billing the programs for non-emergency transports. We 

talked to the owner’s attorney.  

Mountain News at 

11 

6-9-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A study from Zippia, a career resource website, 

lists Kentucky as the second laziest state in the 

nation…just after the state of New Mexico. 

Mountain News at 

6 

6-11-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: We continued covering Relay for Life events 

across the region. We talked to folks walking for a cure 

in Perry and Breathitt Counties. 

Mountain News at 

11 

6-11-16 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A Pikeville man got a second chance at life 

thanks to an organ donor. James Roop recently 

received a lung transplant. At a peace walk in Lexington, 

he came face-to-face with the mother whose son saved 

his life. 

Mountain News at 

6 

6-13-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Pikeville Medical center is trying to get rid of an 

infestation of bed bugs. We’re told parts of the hospital 

have been shut off from visitors while the bugs are 

eliminated. We talked to a hospital spokeswoman. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

6-14-16 4pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Thousands of active and retired members of the 

United Mine Workers of America rallied in Lexington to 

support legislation aimed at protecting healthcare and 

pension benefits for retired coal miners, their 

dependents and widows. Union leaders say thousands 

of retirees will lose their benefits if Congress fails to act. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

6-17-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Officials in Pike County will move forward with a 

needle exchange program next month. The program will 

start on July 5th and last for one hour at the Pikeville fire 

station on Chloe Road. 

Mountain News at 

6 

6-19-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: In January we introduced you to a Pike County 

mother and son who both lost an eye to the same form 

of cancer. Weeks later, things were looking up for the 

two year old boy, but the boy’s mother says his battle 

with cancer is not over. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

6-21-16 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: On the first day of summer and the longest day of 

the year, the Alzheimer’s Association asked people to 

be active for the entire day, from sunrise to sunset. We 

went to Leslie County to see how folks honored people 

affected by the disease. 

Mountain News at 

6 

6-28-16 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Hazard city officials approved an ordinance to 

ban smoking in public places within the city limits 

beginning Wednesday, July 6th. Smoking is banned from 

places such as city of Hazard facilities, businesses and 

restaurants.  

 
ISSUE:  CRIME/LEGAL/SAFETY CONCERNS 
 

PROGRAM DATE PRG 

START 

TIME  

SEGMENT 

LENGTH 

TYPE DESCRIPTION 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

4-2-16 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Wise County, Virginia man is facing two life 

sentences after pleading guilty to killing his father and 



step-mother. Mark Edward Coleman waived his right to 

appeal and accepted responsibility for the 2012 murders 

of Robert and Sharon Coleman. 

Mountain News at 

6 

4-3-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A woman is behind bars after Pike County 

officials say they found her passed out in her car in a 

grocery store parking lot. We interviewed police. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

4-4-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: State police are investigating a double murder in 

Lawrence County. They say they found the bodies of 

Louis and Michael Gartin in a home Saturday night. 

Police say they both had gunshot wounds. We 

continued to update this story. 

Mountain News at 

6 

4-4-16 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A woman was arrested after police say the living 

conditions in her Laurel County home were filthy. Emily 

Taylor faces charges of endangering the welfare of a 

minor along with public intoxication. 

Mountain News at 

11 

4-4-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The remains of a Lexington native and her 

husband, killed in the Brussels terror attacks, have 

returned home. Stephanie Shults and her husband 

Justin died two weeks ago when bombs exploded at the 

Brussels airport. We interviewed a family member. 

Mountain News 

This Morning, 4, 6, 

11 

4-5-16 

4-7-16 

5am 

4pm 

6pm 

11pm 

Various Newscast Topic: We had coverage in all our newscasts of the 

arrest and first court appearances for disability attorney 

Eric C. Conn. Congressional investigators suspect Conn 

used fraudulent information to win disability benefits for 

hundreds of people in Eastern Kentucky and West 

Virginia. 

Mountain News at 

6 

4-5-16 6pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Paintsville police are hopeful some home 

surveillance video will help them find those responsible 

for a string of car break-ins. One man caught three 

people on camera trying to break into his car. We did a 

follow-up a couple days later when arrests were made. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

4-6-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police arrested a man for DUI who works for the 

city of Salyersville. Police say David May crashed his 

car while drunk. 

Mountain News at 

6 

4-6-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A day after police found a man dead in his home 

in Laurel County, they’ve charged his twin brother with 

murder. Police believe Antonio Johnson killed his 

brother Anthony with a hammer. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

4-7-16 6am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Testimony continued in the trial of Hazard doctor 

James “Ace” Chaney and his wife Lesa. The couple 

faces federal drug charges. We continued to follow the 

trial and have updates until the conclusion. 

Mountain News at 

6 

4-7-16 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Pikeville police officer received five stitches 

after an altercation with a woman. Police arrested 

Jessica Calton while officers were investigating a 

robbery at Sears. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

4-8-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A man charged with murder in Knott County was 

convicted of a lesser charge. A jury convicted Miles 

Hamilton of second degree manslaughter. Hamilton 

killed Zachary Murphy at the 2014 Knott County trail 

ride. 

Mountain News at 

6 

4-8-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: FBI officials say they’re hoping for a conviction in 

the Eric C. Conn case to send a message that public 

corruption will not be tolerated in Eastern Kentucky. 

Conn pleaded not guilty earlier this week to charges he 

schemed with others, including a judge, to defraud the 

social security administration out of millions of dollars. 

Mountain News at 

11 

4-8-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A former Paintsville city official plans to change 

his not guilty plea in connection with a case involving 



Mayor Bob Porter. Former Paintsville utilities general 

manager Larry Herald is set to be re-arraigned April 15th. 

Mountain News at 

6 

4-10-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: We spoke with officials in Laurel County about 

the importance of celebrating that calming voice on the 

end of the line in times of panic. Dispatchers say they 

see their job as a service to the community. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

4-11-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Laurel County man faces several charges, 

including burglary. Deputies say 46 year old Scottie 

Seeley was beating on the door of a home on John 

Deere Trail. A spilled box of pond dye helped deputies 

track his footprints. 

Mountain News at 

6 

4-11-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: He was convicted of killing three children and 

also accused of murdering their parents in 2004… and 

now he’s back in a Clay County courtroom for a new 

trial. Clayton Jackson was sentenced to life in prison but 

the Kentucky Supreme Court overturned the conviction 

after determining a juror should have been removed 

from the case before the original trial started. We 

interviewed the commonwealth’s attorney. The next day 

we did a follow up when the trial was continued until 

next year. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

4-12-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Pulaski County judge foiled a police chief’s plan 

to plead guilty. A grand jury indicted Robbie Gossett on 

theft, abuse of public trust and tampering with public 

records. The Science Hill chief says he planned on 

pleading guilty to tampering charges but the judge 

rejected the plea and said he would set a new trial date. 

Mountain News 

First at 4, 6 

4-12-16 4pm 

6pm 

1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Disability attorney Eric C. Conn was released 

from jail after posting a $1.25 million dollar bond. Conn 

must remain in the eastern half of Kentucky, refrain from 

litigating disability cases and put up his Pikeville home 

as security. 

Mountain News at 

11 

4-12-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police in Morgan County are looking for a man 

wanted in a string of thefts. West Liberty police do not 

know the man’s name. 

Mountain News at 

6 

4-13-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Prosecutors put Dr. James “Ace” Chaney on the 

hot heat in a London federal courtroom. Chaney, his 

wife Lesa and their Hazard clinic are accused of 

conspiring to illegally dispense drugs for years. We 

continued to follow the trial until the verdict. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

4-14-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Lawrence County double murder suspect is 

now back in Kentucky. Stanley Webb faces charges in 

the April 2nd murder of Lois and Michael Gartin. They 

were found shot to death in their home. 

Mountain News at 

6 

4-14-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: We’re learning more about the case against a 

Whitley County man accused of hitting and killing a man 

with his car while driving drunk. Adam Childress now 

faces multiple charges including murder and DUI. We 

interviewed police. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

4-14-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A woman is dead after a lawnmower accident. 

The Clay County coroner says 60 year old Oma Byrd of 

Saddler Road lost control of her riding mower and rolled 

over a small embankment. 

Mountain News at 

6 

4-15-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A string of thefts in Bell County left folks living in 

the Ambleside community on high alert. Police say 

thieves hit nearly a dozen cars this week. We 

interviewed police and one of the victims. 

Mountain News at 

11 

4-15-16 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A Florida man wanted in connection with a double 

murder is in custody in Eastern Kentucky. Police 



arrested 48 year old Michael Anthony Herald in Perry 

County. We interviewed police. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

4-16-16 7am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Two people are dead and one is injured after a 

shooting in Floyd County. It happened near Maddy’s 

Pizza Place in the Hueysville community. A suspect was 

arrested. We did a follow-up on this later in the day. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

4-18-16 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: He was convicted of murder after a deadly car 

crash. But now he’s out on bond. Earlier this year, a 

judge sentenced Justin Wibbles to 20 years in prison. 

Police say he caused a crash that killed Jerry Thompson 

in June, 2014. Wibbles has filed an appeal with the 

Kentucky Supreme Court. We talked to Thompson’s 

family, who are upset over the decision. 

Mountain News at 

6 

4-18-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: After several weeks of testimony and hours of 

deliberations, a federal jury found James “Ace” Chaney 

and his wife guilty on many charges. We interviewed the 

U.S. Attorney. 

Mountain News at 

6 

4-19-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Perry County Clerk Haven King took the stand in 

his own defense. The woman he allegedly testified 

earlier in the day. In May of 2015, a grand jury indicted 

King on seven charges, including harassment, stalking 

and official misconduct. We continued to follow the trial 

until the mixed verdict was returned the following day. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

4-20-16 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police say a fight in Knox County led to one 

woman’s death. An assault charge was upgraded to 

manslaughter after the woman died. We interviewed one 

of the victim’s best friends. 

Mountain News at 

11 

4-22-16 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: The Wayne County coroner has identified a 

woman whose body was found in a well. The coroner 

tells us 28 year old Rachel Jones’ body was pulled from 

a well on Tobar Road, which is off Brammer Hill Ridge 

Road. We followed-up a couple of days later when the 

woman’s husband was arrested. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

4-23-16 7am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: The top FBI official in Kentucky says he took a 

special interest in the recent trial of a Hazard doctor and 

his wife. Special Agent Howard Marshall made the 

comment during a taping of Issues and Answers, in 

which he discussed a wide range of topics including 

corruption cases in Eastern Kentucky. 

Mountain News at 

6 

4-24-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: 27 year old Samatha Campbell escaped from the 

Kentucky River Regional Jail in Hazard. Police are still 

looking for her. They say this wasn’t her first time 

making a run for it. We did a follow-up a few days later 

when she was caught. 

Mountain News at 

11 

4-24-16 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Search and rescue crews in Lee County spent 

the night looking for three missing kayakers. The three 

were able to make it out on their own. We talked to 

rescue crews about their efforts and why this is a busy 

time of year. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

4-25-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Sheriff’s deputies in Floyd County say they found 

two one-step meth labs during a traffic stop. Deputies 

say when they pulled a pickup over, they could smell 

vapors. Deputies arrested Richard Mullins, Kelsey 

Bradley and Justin Bryant. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

4-25-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A new report finds Kentucky has the highest 

percentage of children in the nation who’ve had a parent 

in jail. 13 percent of Kentucky children reported they had 

a parent incarcerated at some point in their lives. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

4-26-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A former Lee County Circuit Clerk, who admitted 

to abusing the public’s trust, will not spend any time in 



jail. A judge sentenced Emma Adams to five years 

probations, 180 days of house arrest and fined her 

$335,000. Investigators say Adams took hundreds of 

thousands of dollars from state funds and civil filing fees. 

Mountain News 

This Morning, 4, 6, 

11 

4-26-16 5am 

4pm  

6pm 

11pm 

Various Newscasts Topic: Crews spent more than nine hours battling a 

major fire at the Davis building in downtown Pineville. 

The building was constructed nearly a century ago. 

Several families were left homeless. We had coverage 

in all our newscasts 

Mountain News at 

11 

4-26-16 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Deputies with the Perry County Sheriff’s office 

say a man robbed three people at gunpoint. 30 year old 

Derrick Mullins allegedly stole a gun and robbed three 

people. Mullins later turned himself in. 

Mountain News at 

6 

4-27-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A couple is behind bars in Harlan County after 

police say their grandson was found with a bottle of pills. 

We are told Fred and Sherry Jones were asleep when 

the young child walked down the street in Loyall. We 

interviewed police. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

4-28-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Perry County man faces allegations in an eight 

count indictment. Earlier this week, a grand jury indicted 

Bobby Stacy on sodomy, sexual abuse and attempted 

unlawful transaction with a minor charges. 

Mountain News at 

6 

4-28-16 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: State troopers put a man behind bars they say 

shot another man. Investigators say a witness claims 

Michael Bishop shot her brother. They believe Bishop 

shot into a car, hitting Johnny Leonard Davidson in the 

neck. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

4-29-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Clay County man charged in an assault case 

will face a judge soon. Investigators say a witness 

claims Michael Bishop shot her brother. They say 

Bishop shot into a car, hitting Johnny Leonard Davidson 

in the neck. 

Mountain News at 

6 

4-29-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Investigators in Letcher County believe a man 

caught on video, Monroe Jackson, is going around more 

than one county asking for money in the name of 

veterans. We talked to police. 

Mountain News at 

11 

4-29-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A bizarre arrest in Bell County, where 

Middlesboro police say they busted a man with drugs 

tied to his genitals. Frank Morton faces drug trafficking 

charges. 

Mountain News at 

6 

4-30-16 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police are investigating a deadly shooting in Clay 

County. Police say Samuel Cornett of Manchester shot 

his girlfriend, Alisha Tye. We followed-up on this a 

couple of days later with new information. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

5-1-16 8am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: After a lengthy investigation, Kentucky State 

Police arrested a Pike County man at his home. 

Troopers say 53 year old Paul Sneed of Shelbiana had 

prescription pain medication, cocaine and firearms in his 

home, along with about $4200 in cash. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

5-2-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Hazard police are asking for help finding a stolen 

RV. We did a follow-up later in the day and talked to the 

victim. 

Mountain News at 

6 

5-2-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A Clay County man is expected to face both 

murder and fetal homicide charges after what witnesses 

are describing as a moment of rage in their home. 

Amanda Ross says her nephew, Samuel Cornett, kicked 

in her door looking for his girlfriend, Alisha Tye. Ross 

says Tye then hid in a bedroom where Cornett found 

her. She says she witnessed him shoot her in the head. 



Mountain News 

This Morning 

5-4-16 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police in Letcher County made a series of drug-

related arrests this week that were frustrating for them. 

They believe the sudden spike in drug crime is related to 

the time of the month. We interviewed a sheriff’s deputy. 

Mountain News at 

6 

5-4-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Last month, state police charged Ronnie Lee Hall 

with two counts of murder. It stems from an altercation 

at Hall’s apartment in Floyd County. He admits to 

shooting three people… two of them died. But his 

attorney told us he believes Hall deserves to be a free 

man because the shooting was in self defense. 

Mountain News at 

6 

5-5-16 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police found a Knox County man dead in his 

home of a gunshot wound. Police are not sure who killed 

Shane Mills or the motive. We talked to police and the 

victim’s father. We followed-up when an arrest was 

made the next day. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

5-6-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Kentucky State Police have taken a suspect in for 

questioning after two bodies were found in Owsley 

County. A man and woman were shot. We did follow-

ups in later newscasts with new information. The woman 

taken in for questioning was the victim’s daughter and 

she was later charged with murder. 

Mountain News at 

6 

5-6-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: An afternoon argument between two families 

turned violent in Bell County. Teddy Willis is accused of 

stabbing a man. We interviewed police and the suspect 

from jail. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

5-8-16 8am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Jackson County man is facing several child 

pornography charges. 29 year old David Ledford faces 

ten counts of distribution and 20 counts of possession of 

matter portraying a sex performance by a minor. 

Mountain News at 

11 

5-8-16 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A Beattyville man is in the hospital after a 

shooting in Madison County. It happened on Waco Loop 

Road. Two arrests were made.  

Mountain News 

This Morning 

5-9-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: State police say divers found the body of an Ohio 

woman who went missing at Lake Cumberland. 

Troopers say 52 year old Wendy Augustine was last 

seen on a houseboat. Family members called it an 

unforeseen accident. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

5-9-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A 21 year old woman faces charges for allegedly 

driving under the influence and hitting a child riding a 

bike. Ashley Smith faces a DUI charge and others in 

Knott County. 

Mountain News at 

6 

5-9-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: One Letcher County woman says she was 

scammed out of thousands of dollars. It started when 

she replied to a job ad on Craigslist. We interviewed the 

woman who says she is not concerned about getting her 

money back… she just wants to get the word out so 

others don’t make the same mistake. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

5-10-16 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A southern Kentucky man is in jail after Whitley 

County Sheriff’s deputies say they found him passed out 

in his SUV. Deputies say there were kids in the car with 

him. We interviewed the sheriff. 

Mountain News at 

6 

5-10-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A mother faces several charges after sheriff’s 

deputies say they found drugs inside her Johnson 

County home… in a bedroom next to where her two 

young children slept. We interviewed a deputy. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

5-11-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Attorneys for former coal executive Don 

Blankenship are trying to keep him out of prison this 

week. He is scheduled to report to prison tomorrow but 

the court hasn’t ruled on his request to stay free until his 

appeal is decided. Blankenship was sentenced to one 



year in prison for willfully violating mine safety standards 

at the Upper Big Branch mine in West Virginia. We 

continued to follow the story in the coming days. 

Mountain News at 

6 

5-12-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A Bell County family is holding out hope a murder 

trial will lead to justice. Police say William Anderson and 

another man worked together in 2011 to kill Bobbie 

Willigns. We interviewed the victim’s nephew. We 

continued to follow the case until the not guilty verdict a 

couple of weeks later. 

Mountain News at 

6 

5-13-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: As its popularity grew, the Magoffin County 

superintendent’s skepticism did as well. That’s why he 

says when a mother came to him with concerns about a 

teacher sending inappropriate messages, he took 

action. Now the teacher is suspended and could be 

fired. The case is now in the hands of state police. We 

interviewed the superintendent. 

Mountain News at 

6 

5-14-16 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Deputies want to remind people who work for 

charities to get permission before they collect money on 

roadways.  

Mountain News 

This Morning 

5-16-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Five people were arrested following an assault 

and robbery at a Perry County business. It happened at 

Mike’s Game Room in Scuddy. We’re told two people 

were assaulted and two others were held at gunpoint. 

One man was flown to a hospital in critical condition. We 

did a follow-up on this later in the day. 

Mountain News at 

6 

5-16-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A dramatic crash was caught on camera in 

Corbin. A truck can be seen plowing into a car wash, 

causing significant damage. Police say the man had just 

assaulted his mother. The suspect now faces numerous 

charges. We talked to police. 

Mountain News at 

11 

5-16-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Ex-Massey Energy CEO Don Blankenship will 

begin his prison sentence this week. Blankenship will 

serve one year at a federal prison in Taft, California. He 

was convicted after conspiring to willfully violate mine 

safety standards at West Virginia’s Upper Big Branch 

mine. 

Mountain News at 

6 

5-18-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: London police arrested a couple deputies say 

were under the influence with their baby in their car. 

Christopher Lawson and April Hicks now face many 

charges. We interviewed police. 

Mountain News at 

11 

5-19-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police had to take a child to Middlesboro ARH 

after they found the parents passed out in the front seat 

of their car. Police arrested Larissa Walters and James 

Hash, who were allegedly under the influence when they 

found the child. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

5-20-16 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: One man is dead after shots were fired in Knott 

County. It happened in the Fisty community on KY 721. 

We’re told state troopers shot and killed Brandon Stacy 

when he raised a gun at them. We talked to neighbors. 

Mountain News at 

6 

5-20-16 6pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Officials in Floyd County are searching for two 

suspects who stole government property. Surveillance 

video shows two people walking on a beam towards the 

dock at Dewey Lake. The suspects actually fished for a 

little while before stealing a 2 way radio and a fire 

extinguisher. We interviewed officials with the Corp of 

Engineers. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

5-21-16 7am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: A mother and father are behind bars after police 

say they got high and passed out in their car… with their 

child in the backseat. It happened in the Middlesboro 

Walmart parking lot. We interviewed Middlesboro police. 



Mountain News 

This Morning 

5-22-16 8am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Two southern Kentucky students are in a juvenile 

detention center. They’re accused of threatening a 

student online. Deputies say those involved go to South 

Laurel Middle School and South Laurel High School. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

5-23-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Deputies arrested a man after they say they 

found him with large amounts of meth and cash in the 

same room where his 8 year old son was sleeping.  

Mountain News 

First at 4 

5-23-16 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: What started as an argument between 

neighbors… ended, police say, with one of them shot 

and the other going on the run. Deputies are still looking 

for 47 year old Dewayne Peters. We talked to a 

neighbor and police. 

Mountain News at 

6 

5-23-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A former Johnson County sheriff’s office 

employee is accused of stealing nearly $1,000 in 

property tax collections. Joyce Estep was indicted last 

week on a charge of theft by unlawful taking. We 

interviewed the sheriff. 

Mountain News at 

11 

5-23-16 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: We are learning more information about a deadly 

Floyd County stabbing. Trenton Ward faces charges 

related to case. From an arrest citation, we know police 

believe he got into an altercation with Timmy Ward, who 

died. We interviewed the victim’s wife. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

5-24-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: We continued to follow the murder of coal 

executive Bennett Hatfield in Mingo County, West 

Virginia. A suspect was arrested in Ohio. 

Mountain News at 

6 

5-25-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: One year later… and still no answers. Natasha 

Fugate Jones disappeared in May of 2015. She was last 

seen at her home in the Fisty community of Knott 

County. Her family says they will not stop until someone 

comes forward with information. 

Mountain News at 

11 

5-25-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Kentucky State Police arrested a man after they 

say they found eight pounds of marijuana in his car. 

They arrested Christopher Higgins in the parking lot of 

the Pikeville Food City. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

5-26-16 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A man came into the Johnson County Sheriff’s 

office to make what seemed like a simple request… but 

deputies say his visit ended with him using his daughter 

as a shield against deputies. We had video of the entire 

incident and talked to deputies. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

5-26-16 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police are investigating a double shooting in 

Laurel County. Two men were flown to a hospital and a 

suspect was taken in for questioning and later arrested. 

A stolen car was also found. We interviewed a deputy 

and did a follow-up at 6 with a man who claims he was 

also in the home when it happened. 

Mountain News at 

11 

5-27-16 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: A man is not giving up… six years after his father 

died in a Rowan County hit and run… which is still 

unsolved. A car hit and killed Robert Luther on May 26th, 

2010 after his truck broke down along I-64 in Rowan 

County. His son, Ryan, returned to Rowan County to 

pass out fliers, along with water, snacks and treats. He 

says he wants to bring awareness to his father’s 

unsolved death as well as other cold cases. 

Mountain News at 

11 

5-27-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Funeral arrangements are set for a coal executive 

murdered earlier this week. Bennett Hatfield will be 

buried in southern West Virginia. The two men charged 

in his death say they only wanted to steal his car and 

sell it. Authorities say Hatfield was visiting his wife’s 

gravesite when he was shot and killed. 



Mountain News at 

11 

5-29-16 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Five people, including an unborn child, died in a 

car crash in Clay County last year… after a driver police 

say was on drugs crossed the center line and hit them 

head on. Today, their friends and family came together 

to dedicate a cross in honor of the victims at the scene 

of the crash. We interviewed family members 

participating. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

5-30-16 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: One man faces charges in connection with a 

home invasion in Rockcastle County. Deputies say 

Gregory McGuire stopped at a home on Chestnut Grove 

Road in Brodhead and asked about a bug light. They tell 

us McGuire tried to force his way into the home… but 

was stopped when a woman inside the home hit him 

with a guitar. 

Mountain News at 

6 

5-30-16 6pm 30 seconds  Newscast Topic: A man is in jail… accused of choking a child. 

Whitley County sheriff’s deputies say Joshua Eaton 

threatened his girlfriend’s son because the child wouldn’t 

stop crying, then grabbed the youngster and choked 

him. 

Mountain News at 

11 

5-30-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police were investigating a double shooting in 

Knox County. Two women were injured. A man was 

later arrested. We did a follow-up on this story with new 

information the next day. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

5-31-16 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Some folks are beginning to head outside as the 

weather warms… and while law enforcement officials 

say they want everyone to have fun… they told us folks 

should also take extra precautions to stay safe, 

especially when on ATV’s. We talked to a Bell County 

sheriff’s deputy. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

5-31-16 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: We are learning more about an ATV crash that 

killed one teenager and injured another. The Laurel 

County coroner says 17 year old Cheyanna Bowles died 

when an ATV went over an embankment. We 

interviewed a sheriff’s deputy. 

Mountain News at 

6 

5-31-16 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Laurel County grand jury will hear a double 

shooting case. Landon Collins is accused of shooting 

and injuring two people last week. 

Mountain News at 

11 

5-31-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Harlan County woman is behind bars after 

police say she led them on a high speed chase and later 

abandoned her child in the car. A grand jury indicted 31 

year old Tonya Shuler of Harlan on 11 counts. 

Mountain News at 

4, 6, 11 

6-1-16 4pm 

6pm 

11pm 

Various Newscasts Topic: A Madison County sheriff’s deputy was shot in 

the line of duty. Police say the wounded deputy killed 

the gunman during a shootout. We continued to update 

this developing story in all our newscasts. 

Mountain News at 

11 

6-1-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A former JROTC teacher and training instructor at 

Boyd County High School is charged with rape. Howard 

Faber is accused of raping two female students. 

Mountain News at 

11 

6-2-16 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A new deputy is hitting the streets in Martin 

County. Grim is an 18 month old German Shepherd and 

he is ready to keep the county safe. We interviewed a 

sheriff’s deputy, 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

6-3-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: One person was arrested after police say they 

received a call that Charles Gabbard stole money from a 

donation bucket for the animal shelter. Police say it 

happened in a parking lot in front of Sazon Mexican 

restaurant in Hazard. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

6-3-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Another hearing today for three people accused 

of killing a UK student. Efrain Diaz, Justin Smith and 



Roman Gonzalez are charged with robbery and murder 

in the death of Jonathan Krueger.  

Mountain News at 

6 

6-3-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: An Eastern Kentucky police chief found himself 

on the wrong side of the law. A federal grand jury 

indicted Lynch chief Jimmy Stewart and his girlfriend 

Rettie Morris. The pair face federal drug and weapons 

charges. The arrests happened soon after someone 

broke into City Hall. We interviewed the mayor. We did a 

follow-up a few days later when the two appeared in 

court for he first time. 

Mountain News at 

11 

6-3-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Sheriff’s deputies in Knox County arrested 

Joshua Gray for allegedly cultivating marijuana. When 

they arrived, they found 40 marijuana plants around his 

house in the Trosper community. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

6-4-16 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A man in Knox County indicted on a murder 

charge will appear back in court on August 5th. A grand 

jury indicted Richard Brown in connection with the 

murder of Shane Mills. They say he shot Mills to death. 

Mountain News at 

11 

6-4-16 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: An arrest is made in a double murder last year in 

Laurel County. Deputies say 34 year old Bradley 

Lawson shot and killed Donnie and Sharon Jackson and 

then set their house on fire. We interviewed a deputy 

and did a follow-up a few days later when Lawson was 

in court for the first time. 

Mountain News at 

6 

6-5-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police in Letcher County are looking for a 

teenager they say assaulted his sister and bit off part of 

her nose. We interviewed police. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

6-6-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police in West Virginia say a man and woman 

were arrested after they tried to sell a baby. They 

arrested 25 year old Ashley Harmon and 20 year old 

Jonathan Isaac Lucas Flint. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

6-7-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Deputies say a man in Knox County harassed 

and threatened a jogger. It happened along Master 

Street in Corbin. Deputies charges Travis Hall with 

terroristic threatening, disorderly conduct and public 

intoxication. 

Mountain News 

First at Four 

6-7-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: In Martin County, deputies need your help finding 

a woman they say escaped from custody. Belinda 

Ferguson was arrested Friday. A jail employee took her 

to the hospital after she complained about chest pains 

and she got away. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

6-8-16 6am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Laurel County deputies arrested three people 

yesterday after they say they found them with drugs in a 

hotel room… with two small children. Joshua Gibson, 

Shannon Hollin and Rex Gray were arrested. 

Mountain News at 

6 

6-8-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A Floyd County double murder suspect’s attorney 

wants the case dismissed. They claim self defense. But 

the mother of one of the victims says not so fast. She 

claims Ronnie Hall threatened her son multiple times. 

We interviewed her and the defense attorney. 

Mountain News at 

11 

6-8-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: London federal court officials postponed a 

hearing for the suspended Lynch police chief and a 

woman. Last week, a federal grand jury indicted Jackie 

Stewart and Rettie Morris. Investigators say the pair 

worked together to distribute cocaine, meth and other 

narcotics. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

6-9-16 6am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Magoffin County man faces a retaliating against 

a witness charge in a federal vote buying case. Officials 

wrote in court documents that Chris Day allegedly told a 



witness he would “slice his guts out” for giving evidence 

against magistrate Gary “Rooster” Risner. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

6-9-16 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A frightening find in Harlan County. Police say 

they found game cameras with explosives. It’s not 

known yet what the motive is. We talked to police about 

the investigation. 

Mountain News at 

6 

6-9-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A Floyd County widow sat in anticipation of a 

judge’s ruling. The judge decided to keep Ronald Wright 

behind bars until trial. Prosecutors say he shot Famer 

Halbert to death in 2013. Halbert’s wife was also shot. 

We interviewed the widow and the defense attorney. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

6-10-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police say they found a man passed out at 

Walmart in Laurel County. They arrested Joshua Price 

and charged him with public intoxication. Deputies say 

Price was high on suboxone. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

6-12-16 8am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Deputies need help identifying a theft suspect. It 

happened at the McDowell IGA. Police say a woman 

took a cell phone that belongs to a store employee. 

Mountain News at 

6, 11 

6-12-16 6pm 

11pm 

Various Newscasts Topic: We had national and local coverage in all our 

newscasts about the worst mass shooting in U.S. history 

at a gay nightclub in Orlando, Florida. In Lexington, 

hundreds packed Triangle Park to mourn the 49 lives 

lost. We continued to do follow-ups in the days and 

weeks ahead on the investigation and local reaction. 

Several communities had vigils for the victims. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

6-13-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Kentucky State Police are investigating a fire that 

left one person dead in Pike County. The fire happened 

at an apartment in Mouthcard and also destroyed a 

grocery store. We did a follow-up on this later in the day. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

6-13-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Two people are dead after an ATV crash in 

McCreary County. It happened along US 27 in the Pine 

Top community. 

Mountain News at 

11 

6-13-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A former social security judge pleaded guilty to 

scheming to retaliate against the whistleblower in the 

case against disability lawyer Eric Conn. Charlie Paul 

Andrus is charged with conspiring with Conn to interfere 

with a person’s employment. 

Mountain News at 

6 

6-14-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police claim a man kidnapped an 11 year old 

mentally challenged girl in Knox County. Police say 

Donald Rice took the child from her home and drove off. 

They say he later returned the girl to the home and 

police arrested him. We talked to police and the child’s 

great-grandmother. 

Mountain News at 

11 

6-14-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: One man is in jail after a traffic stop in Bell 

County. Troopers and a K-9 unit found a large amount of 

narcotics with an estimated street value of more than 

$21,000 and $600 in cash inside a car driven by Lisa 

Ramey of Fourmile. She was cited and a passenger, 

Michael Reynolds, was arrested on several charges. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

6-15-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A grand jury indicted a Pike County man on 

election fraud charges. Keith Justice faces four counts of 

intimidating an election officer and one count of 

interfering with an election. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

6-15-16 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police say a botched release allowed an inmate 

behind bars out by mistake. David Smallwood told jail 

staff he was an inmate meant for release. Instead, it was 

another man that was supposed to get out. We talked to 

the sheriff and jail administrator. We did a follow up the 

next day when he was caught. 



Mountain News at 

11 

6-15-16 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Family and friends of a missing Knott County 

woman gathered for a candlelight vigil in her honor. 

Natasha Fugate Jones was last seen at her home in the 

Fisty community in May, 2015. People close to her 

made another plea to the public for information on where 

Jones might be. We interviewed a pastor and family 

members. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

6-16-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: We’ve learned Florida prosecutors plan to seek 

the death penalty against a man who once lived in 

Eastern Kentucky. Troopers caught Michael Herald last 

month in Perry County. He faces charges in the double 

murder of John and Nancy Engelheart in Florida. 

Mountain News at 

6 

6-16-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Investigators say he escaped from prison and 

disappeared while serving a manslaughter sentence. 

But now… 37 years later… police found a Georgia 

fugitive in southern Kentucky. The Laurel County 

sheriff’s office arrested Billy Burchfield. Deputies say 

he’d been living in Laurel County under a different 

name. We interviewed a deputy and neighbors. 

Mountain News at 

11 

6-17-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Whitley County sheriff’s deputies arrested a 

woman they say put four children in danger. 

Investigators say Casey Stephen was intoxicated and 

had four children in her car. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

6-18-16 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Johnson County man is behind bars after 

deputies say he shot at his wife. Deputies arrested 

Charles Blankenship after responding to a call that he 

shot at his wife three times at their home in the Thealka 

community. We did a follow-up on this later in the day. 

Mountain News at 

6 

6-18-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police are investigating a murder in Knox County. 

A man was found shot in the middle of a road. We 

interviewed police and neighbors and did a follow-up a 

couple of days later. 

Mountain News at 

11 

6-18-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Two arrests have been made in a Laurel County 

attempted murder case. Deputies say a 16 year old girl 

and the two men were involved in a robbery that 

resulted in a shooting on Taylor Bridge Road. Deputies 

arrested 19 year old Deontae Williams and the juvenile 

runaway. 

Mountain News at 

11 

6-19-16 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: A vigil was held in downtown Whitesburg to 

remember the 49 victims of the Orlando nightclub 

shooting. This was one of several vigils we covered in 

Eastern Kentucky. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

6-20-16 6am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: State police are investigating a case of criminal 

mischief in the Belfry community. Surveillance cameras 

at Pirates Cove Car Wash caught two men trying to 

steal money from coin machines. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

6-20-16 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police are investigating after two people were 

found shot to death in Pike County. No charges have 

been filed yet. The homeowner claims the two were on 

his property trying to steal things and at least one of 

them had a gun. 

Mountain News at 

6 

6-20-16 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A preliminary hearing is set for a Letcher County 

man accused of biting off part of his sister’s nose. 

William Dakota Phillips is facing an assault-domestic 

violence charge. 

Mountain News at 

11 

6-20-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Investigators say a child has died in what’s being 

called a hit and run crash in Pulaski County. A 10 year 

old was hit by a car and later died at the hospital. No 

arrests have been made. We did a follow-up on this the 

next day and covered a vigil the next week. 



Mountain News at 

11 

6-22-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A Middlesboro woman is facing assault charges 

after police say Rhonda Case stabbed her husband with 

a steak knife. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

6-22-16 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: State Representative John Short is among the 

elected officials named in court documents in the 

ongoing vote buying investigation in Magoffin County. 

Mountain News at 

6 

6-22-16 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 

Explosives arrested a Harlan County man in relation to a 

case of explosives found inside game cameras. The 

ATF arrested Mark Sawaf and took him to the Laurel 

County Detention Center. 

Mountain News at 

6 

6-23-16 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Police arrested a Whitley County man after they 

say he tried to run away from an officer. Officials say 

they tried to pull over William Kirklin but he sped away 

instead. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

6-24-16 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Bell County Judge Executive Albey Brock says 

there is unacceptable activity going on at local 

community parks. Brock asked the sheriff’s office for 

extra patrols in an effort to keep drugs and alcohol out 

as well as to cut down on vandalism. 

Mountain News at 

11 

6-24-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Deputies are looking for a thief who broke into 

vehicles at Clayton Mobile Homes in Harold. They say 

he stole tools from some of the vehicles. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

6-26-16 8am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Laurel County sheriff’s deputies arrested a man 

after a domestic dispute. Police say 43 year old Randy 

Joe Couch assaulted his pregnant girlfriend by slinging 

her on the couch with his hands on her throat. 

Mountain News at 

6 

6-26-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police say a Breathitt County woman shot and 

killed her husband and injured two other people. The 

suspect was also taken to the hospital with an unknown 

medical condition. She’s expected to be charged with 

murder once she’s released. 

Mountain News at 

6 

6-27-16 6pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: The Pike County jailer says an inmate tried to 

escape from jail by climbing through the walls. We’re 

told 18 year old Louisville native Bruce Cordell somehow 

got out of his cell and into the jail’s duct work. We 

interviewed the jailer. 

Mountain News at 

11 

6-27-16 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A Pike County cop finds herself on the wrong side 

of the law. State police arrested the chief of the Elkhorn 

City police department following a crash. Crystal Davis 

was off duty at the time. We interviewed the mayor. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

6-27-16 4pm 1min 30sec Newscast Topic: Police made their rounds through Bell County this 

morning, picking up more than a dozen people 

suspected to illegal drug activity. We went along with 

police as they tried to curb the area’s drug problem. 

Mountain News at 

6 

6-27-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: He crashed and killed an 18 year old girl last 

October. A jury found him guilty of being drunk. 

However, they decided Bobby Snell should not spend 

time in jail for murder. Instead, they convicted him on 

lesser charges. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

6-30-16 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Police were on the scene of an officer involved 

shooting for several hours overnight. We had the latest 

on this developing story and interviewed state police. 

We did a follow-up later in the day. 

Mountain News at 

11 

6-30-16 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Police in Pulaski County say a woman driving a 

blue car could hold clues to a hit and run mystery. 10 

year old Stanley Turner was killed on June 20th after 

police say a driver hit him. We interviewed police. 
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Mountain News at 

6 

4-1-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Governor Bevin’s budget cuts to higher education 

could end up in a courtroom. The Kentucky Attorney 

General called the governor’s cuts illegal and demanded 

that he rescind the order.  

Mountain News 

This Morning 

4-3-16 8am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Prepaid phone customers will have to pay an 

extra 93 cents to support local 911 emergency services 

under a bill headed to Governor Matt Bevin’s desk. The 

state senate gave final approval to the bill that requires 

retailers collect the fee on the sale of prepaid phones. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

4-6-16 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The clock is ticking for lawmakers when it comes 

to the state budget. Lawmakers met at the state capitol 

to try and reach an agreement. The Senate and House 

have less than a week to prepare and vote on a budget 

bill. Party leaders are confident they’ll meet their 

deadline. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

4-10-16 8am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: State house and senate leaders continued to 

meet to discuss the budget. The big sticking point-cuts 

to universities and colleges. If lawmakers do not pass a 

budget by July 1st, portions of state government would 

shut down. We continued to follow negotiations. 

Mountain News 

First at 4, 6, 11 

4-11-16 4pm 

6pm 

11pm 

Various Newscasts Topic: Kentucky Attorney General Andy Beshear filed a 

lawsuit against Governor Matt Bevin. He says the 

governor overstepped his authority when cutting more 

than four percent in state funding to public colleges and 

universities. Bevin quickly responded with a strongly 

worded statement.  

Mountain News at 

6 

4-12-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The Public Service Commission opened an 

investigation into the Martin County Water District. The 

investigation launches after a customer complaint and a 

number of other problems. We talked to a man who 

made the complaint. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

4-13-16 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Governor Matt Bevin told state lawmakers to pass 

a budget this week… or else. Leaders have not been 

able to reach an agreement following days of 

discussion. The governor says he will not call a special 

session if lawmakers cannot pass a budget by Friday. 

We continued to follow the story. 

Mountain News at 

11 

4-13-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Governor Matt Bevin signed a bill that creates a 

new marriage license form. The new form eliminates the 

county clerk’s name. It also creates one form for both 

same sex and opposite sex couples. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

4-14-16 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Kentucky lawmakers say an agreement has been 

reached for a new two year state budget. Leaders of the 

House and Senate negotiated terms well into the night. 

We did follow-ups later when the budget was approved. 

Mountain News at 

11 

4-16-16 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Kentucky Republicans gathered in Corbin for the 

78th annual Fifth District Lincoln Club Banquet. Senator 

Mitch McConnell and Congressman Hal Rogers spoke 

to the crowd of hundreds. We were there as five 

republicans were indicted into the club’s hall of fame. 

Mountain News at 

11 

4-18-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: If you want to vote in Kentucky’s primary next 

month, today is the last day to register. 

Mountain News at 

4, 6 

4-19-16 4pm 

6pm 

Various Newscasts Topic:  Gov. Matt Bevin said in a news conference that 

former Gov. Steve Beshear’s administration forced state 

workers to make political donations, issued no-bid 



contracts to benefit friends and improperly awarded 

benefits to volunteer firefighters. We had reaction from 

Attorney General Andy Beshear and former Governor 

Steve Beshear. 

Mountain News at 

11 

4-20-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Governor Matt Bevin says he wants a fresh start 

for the Kentucky Retirement System, so he is removing 

KRS chairman Thomas Elliott. Bevin says the board 

lacked transparency under Elliott’s leadership. We did a 

follow-up the next day when Elliott defied the governor’s 

order. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

4-21-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The chairman of the Kentucky Retirement 

System’s Board of Trustees is defying Governor Bevin’s 

order removing him from the board. Thomas Elliott took 

his seat at the head of the table at today’s regularly 

scheduled meeting a day after Bevin issued the order to 

oust him. 

Mountain News at 

6 

4-21-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The battle over the governor’s budget cuts went 

before a judge. Attorney General Andy Beshear is suing 

Governor Matt Bevin for the immediate cuts he ordered 

to higher education. We continued to follow the story in 

the coming weeks. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

4-27-16 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Kentucky’s highest court will decide whether 

Magoffin County Judge Executive Charles “Doc” Hardin 

will stay in office. Hardin narrowly won re-election in 

2014, but John Montgomery, Hardin’s opponent in the 

race, claimed Hardin committed fraud. We had the 

highlights of oral arguments at the state supreme court.  

Mountain News at 

11 

4-27-16 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Former Governor Steve Beshear fired back at 

Governor Matt Bevin. It was in response to Governor 

Bevin criticizing Beshear’s administration and 

questioning possible wrongdoing. Beshear even called 

Bevin a bully.  

Mountain News at 

4, 6, 11 

5-2-16 

5-3-16 

5-4-16 

4pm  

6pm 

11pm 

Various Newscast Topic: Kentucky was in the political spotlight two weeks 

before the primary as Democratic presidential 

candidates Hillary Clinton and Bernie Sanders both 

made stops in the region. We covered both candidates 

and also a stop in Morehead by former President Bill 

Clinton, who was campaigning for his wife. We had 

coverage of the various stops in all our newscasts. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

5-10-16 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: We are one week away from the primary election 

in Kentucky. Hillary Clinton returned to the state today to 

campaign. The democratic front-runner talked with 

parents at the Family Care Center in Lexington. 

Mountain News at 

11 

5-10-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Former President Bill Clinton will visit the 

mountains later this week to campaign for his wife. He 

will hold a rally at Prestonsburg Elementary School. We 

had coverage of his visit in all newscasts on the 12th. 

Hillary Clinton and Bernie Sanders also announced 

more stops in Kentucky in the days leading up to 

Kentucky’s primary. 

Mountain News at 

11 

5-11-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: One month after Attorney General Andy Beshear 

sued Governor Matt Bevin, the governor’s office faces a 

new lawsuit. Speaker of the House Greg Stumbo wants 

a judge to throw out the Governor’s vetoes. 

Mountain News 

This Morning, 6, 11 

5-15-16 

5-16-16 

8am 

6pm 

11pm 

Various Newscasts Topic: Democratic presidential candidates Hillary Clinton 

and Bernie Sanders both campaigned in Kentucky in the 

days leading up to the state’s primary election. We had 

coverage of their stops in the western and central parts 

of the state. 



Mountain News 

First at 4 

5-16-16 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A history professor at Big Sandy Community and 

Technical College gave us a preview of Kentucky’s 

primary election, particularly the democratic presidential 

race. 

Mountain News 

This Morning, 4, 6, 

7, 11 

5-17-16 

5-18-16 

5am 

4pm 

6pm 

7pm 

11pm 

Various Newscasts Topic: We had team coverage in all newscasts of the 

primary election in Kentucky. A host of federal, state and 

local races were on the ballot. National attention was on 

the democratic presidential race, which Hillary Clinton 

barely won. We covered all angles and the hottest races 

across the region and had a special 7pm newscast on 

the 17th focusing solely on the election. We did follow-

ups the next day taking a closer look at the outcomes. 

Mountain News at 

11 

5-18-16 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Leaders in Letcher County are exploring the 

possibility of preventing people from using a bathroom 

that does not match the gender on their birth certificate. 

The county’s fiscal court voted unanimously this week to 

authorize the county attorney to study the legality and 

feasibility of such a move. We interviewed the judge-

executive, a magistrate and a local resident. We did a 

follow-up on this later in the week when some opposed 

to the idea showed up at a fiscal court meeting. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

5-20-16 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The National Rifle Association’s convention 

kicked off in Louisville. Presumptive republican 

presidential nominee Donald Trump received the NRA 

endorsement. During his speech, he did not hold back 

when talking about Democratic front-runner Hillary 

Clinton. We had some of the highlights of his speech at 

4, 6, and 11. Governor Bevin and others also spoke. 

Mountain News at 

6 

5-24-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Democratic presidential candidate Bernie 

Sanders wants the results of last week’s primary in 

Kentucky to be reviewed. Sanders requested a 

recanvass after losing to Hillary Clinton by less than one 

half a percent. We interviewed a local county clerk about 

the recanvass process. We did a follow-up a couple of 

days later when the results showed no change. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

5-25-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Eleven states are suing the Obama 

administration over a new directive about transgender 

students in public schools. The challenge follows a 

federal directive to U.S. Schools to let transgender 

students use the bathrooms and locker rooms that 

match their gender identity. We did a follow-up later in 

the week when Kentucky joined the lawsuit. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

5-27-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Governor Bevin wants to review what it takes to 

be commissioned as a “Kentucky Colonel.” For now, he 

has stopped issuing them. A spokeswoman says he 

wants to review the requirements for being named a 

colonel. 

Mountain News at 

6 

5-27-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Governor Matt Bevin is joining nearly a dozen 

other states that are suing the Obama administration. 

Kentucky is joining a lawsuit over a federal directive 

concerning transgender bathrooms. We interviewed 

people on both sides of the debate. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

6-2-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A central Kentucky judge is challenging one of 

Governor Matt Bevin’s recent executive orders. The 

judge is concerned about the governor’s order to abolish 

the Workers Compensation Nomination Commission 

and re-create it with new members. We did a follow-up a 

few days later when the judge issued a temporary 

injunction blocking Bevin’s executive order. 



Mountain News at 

6 

6-10-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: One of Southeastern Kentucky’s oldest 

attractions got a facelift this winter… but not without 

some serious adversity. We were at the grand re-

opening of the Middlesboro Country Club and talked to 

some of those attending. 

Mountain News at 

6 

6-17-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Petitioners in Inez want a vote on alcohol sales in 

November. City officials say it’s in an effort to find new 

revenue. They just dissolved the police department in 

town. We had reaction to the possible wet-dry vote. 

Mountain News at 

6 

6-21-16 6pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Rowan County clerk Kim Davis, who was jailed 

for refusing to issue marriage licenses last year following 

the Supreme Court ruling legalizing same-sex 

marriages, wants to drop her appeal. Davis says a new 

state law approved during this year’s legislative session 

accommodates her religious convictions. 

Mountain News at 

11 

6-22-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Kentucky Attorney General Andy Beshear says 

he’s going to court to challenge two actions made by 

Governor Matt Bevin in the last week. The Governor 

dissolved the University of Louisville Board of Trustees 

and reorganized the Kentucky Retirement Systems 

Board. 

Mountain News at 

11 

6-28-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump 

will be in Lexington next month. Trump is expected to 

speak at a private fundraising event on July 11th at the 

aviation museum of Kentucky. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

6-29-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Williamsburg voters passed a referendum to sell 

alcohol in stores 448 to 241. Williamsburg is one of the 

few towns left along I-75 where packaged alcohol sales 

were not legal. 

 
ISSUE:  EMPLOYMENT/ECONOMY/FINANCIAL CONCERNS 
 

PROGRAM DATE PRG 

START 

TIME  

SEGMENT 

LENGTH 

TYPE DESCRIPTION 

Mountain News at 

11 

4-7-16 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Folks attended the Paintsville “Smarts Class” in 

Johnson County to learn about being a small business 

owner. We talked to folks involved in the class. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

4-9-16 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The Lt. Governor made a stop in Lee County. 

Jenean Hampton got a first hand look at the newly 

opened Teleworks USA hub in Beattyville. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

4-13-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Peabody Energy, the nation’s largest coal 

company, filed for bankruptcy protection. This follows 

bankruptcy filings by Arch Coal, Patriot Coal and Alpha 

Natural Resources. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

4-20-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The Kentucky lottery is expanding to internet 

sales in hopes of luring younger players. Lottery officials 

say eligible players, who register for an online account, 

will be able to purchase several games. 

Mountain News 

This Morning, 4, 6, 

11 

4-21-16 

4-22-16 

4-23-16 

5am 

4pm 

6pm  

11pm 

Various Newscasts Topic: We had team coverage of the Hillbilly Days 

festival in Pikeville. This is one of the largest festivals in 

our region and proceeds benefit the Shriner’s hospital. 

We did our entire 6pm newscast from there on the 22nd 

and had coverage in all of our newscasts during the 3 

day festival. 

Mountain News at 

11 

4-21-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The Sears Holding Corporation announced it will 

close 68 Kmart stores and 10 Sears stores. One Kmart 

store in Paintsville is closing. 



Mountain News at 

6 

4-23-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Around 1300 people showed up for the annual 

Red Bud Ride in London. Officials say the ride has 

grown since it started in 2008. 

Mountain News at 

11 

4-25-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A new report shows more than 1.7 million visitors 

to the national parks in Kentucky spent $113 million 

dollars last year. 

Mountain News at 

4, 6, 11 

4-28-16 

4-29-16 

4pm 

6pm 

11pm 

Various Newscasts Topic: We had several stories on the annual East 

Kentucky Leadership Conference in Morehead and 

talked to several leaders participating. We also did 

profile pieces on all the award winners. 

Mountain News at 

11 

4-30-16 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: When it came time for a very special birthday, 

members of InVision Hazard knew a big party was the 

best way to celebrate. Complete with decorations, music 

and even a birthday cake, community members 

gathered on top of the downtown parking garage for a 

founder’s day celebration. We talked to some of those 

who organized the event. 

Mountain News at 

11 

5-4-16 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Folks driving in Magoffin County may have 

noticed fewer buildings. Crews are preparing the 

“restaurant row” section of the Mountain Parkway for 

construction happening later this year. We interviewed 

construction crews and the mayor. 

Mountain News at 

6 

5-5-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Some say one picture making the rounds on 

social media today is worth a thousand words. The pic 

from a drone shows rows of unused mining equipment 

ready for auction. We attended the auction and talked to 

coal officials. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

5-7-16 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The Pike County treasurer told the fiscal court 

they face a nearly $6 million dollar deficit. While the 

court did pass an occupational tax that was projected to 

cover it, officials say with a struggling coal industry, it’s 

not enough. We did a follow-up on this a few days later. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

5-11-16 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: It was a big day for one organization in Harlan 

County. It marked the grand opening of the Teleworks 

USA hub in Harlan. The hub is designed to create jobs 

for people in the area. We interviewed the regional hub 

manager. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

5-17-16 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Officials in Laurel and Pulaski Counties are 

teaming up to encourage motorcyclists from across the 

country to visit the region. They’ve named one section of 

KY 192 “The Rattlesnake.” 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

5-18-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Kentucky officials are seeking proposals from 

local leaders for projects that will attract new industry 

and more jobs to Eastern Kentucky. The Cabinet for 

Economic Development and the Kentucky Division of 

Abandoned Mine Lands are collaborating on the pilot 

program. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

5-19-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Tourism dollars are flowing into Pike County. 

Numbers from the state show tourists spent more than 

$69 million dollars in 2015. That’s an increase of nearly 

$4 million in 2014. 

Mountain News at 

11 

5-20-16 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: The mayor of Somerset says it’s like no other 

building anywhere in the United States. The new 

Somerset Energy Center was dedicated. The new 

building will monitor the city’s network of natural gas 

pipelines that run from Leslie to Casey Counties. It will 

also house city hall, the police and water departments 

and other city government offices. We interviewed 

Congressman Hal Rogers. 



Mountain News at 

6 

5-21-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Folks at Jenny Wiley State Resort Park created 

quite the buzz. Beekeepers gathered to educate others 

on how to maintain a hive and how to keep the bees 

alive. We interviewed some of those participating. 

Mountain News at 

6 

5-22-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A homeless shelter in Laurel County is getting 

another shot. A group of pastors are working to open the 

doors of a Christian homeless shelter in London. We 

spoke with some of those involved. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

5-24-17 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Last year, the city of London lost its only 

homeless shelter. Now, a group of pastors are re-

opening it. We interviewed the former leaders of the 

Christian shelter and the new owners. 

Mountain News at 

11 

5-24-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The 24 hour Kentucky Gives Day was winding 

down. So far, Kentuckians have given more than 

$160,000 to non-profit organizations. The Hindman 

Settlement School in Knott County got the most 

donations. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

5-25-16 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The state’s attorney general says it was a day for 

justice. In 2007, the state sued the company, Purdue 

Pharma, accusing them of lying about the addictiveness 

of the drug, OxyContin. They settled the case in 

December for $24 million dollars. Beshear handed out 

three checks from the settlement to community 

healthcare facilities battling the drug issue in Eastern 

Kentucky. We interviewed the AG and folks at the 

organizations getting the money. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

5-27-16 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Kentucky State Police have launched an 

investigation in Martin County into the Warfield 

Volunteer Fire Department after four fire trucks were 

repossessed. County officials tell us a loan company 

from out of state repossessed the trucks and will not 

give them back until the department makes substantial 

payments on loans taken out against the trucks. We 

talked to the fire chief and judge-executive. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

5-28-16 7am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Some good news if you are planning on heading 

to Lake Cumberland for the Memorial Day weekend… 

crews at Lee’s Ford Marina have worked since winter to 

make repairs after snow caused some of the roofs on 

the dock to collapse. Everything is expected to be 

finished on time. We also did another story at the marina 

later in the day. 

Mountain News at 

6 

5-28-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Keeping the money and the food close to home. It 

was the opening day of the Perry County Farmer’s 

market. We interviewed folks participating. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

6-1-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The Eastern Kentucky Concentrated Employment 

Program received a more than $3 million dollar grant to 

help put laid off miners back to work. Officials with the 

Department of Labor says the National Dislocated 

Worker grant provides re-employment services and 

training for nearly 800 workers in Kentucky. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

6-2-16 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: A $75,000 economic development grant was 

awarded to the city of Pikeville. The grant will help with a 

broadband initiative and officials hope it will also create 

jobs. We interviewed an official with Kentucky Power, 

who presented the check to Pikeville city officials. 

Mountain News at 

6 

6-3-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A wildlife center in southeastern Kentucky is one 

step closer to happening. It will be located on an old 

mountaintop mining site in Bell County. We interviewed 

several people involved with the project. 



Mountain News at 

4, 6, 11 

6-6-16 4pm 

6pm 

11pm 

Various Newscasts Topic: We had team coverage in all of our newscasts of 

the Shaping Our Appalachian Region, or SOAR, 

Innovation Summit at the Expo Center in Pikeville. Our 4 

and 6pm newscasts were also on location in Pikeville. 

The goal of the summit was to highlight modern 

solutions to historic challenges in Eastern Kentucky. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

6-8-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The Georgetown Toyota plant marked 30 years of 

service today. The plant employs 8,000 workers and 

makes cars like the Camry and Avalon. Officials 

announced some new projects. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

6-11-16 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Another blow to the coal industry. We learned 

more than 200 employees at a Floyd County mining 

operation will lose their jobs. Spurlock Mining filed a 

warn notice with the Kentucky Office of Employment and 

Training. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

6-14-16 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Folks gathered to celebrate the grand re-opening 

of the Ranier Racing Museum in Prestonsburg. Pieces 

of NASCAR racing history are now on display at the 

Mountain Arts Center in Prestonsburg. 

Mountain News at 

6 

6-15-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The filming of a movie based on a true Eastern 

Kentucky story is underway. Crews are in downtown 

Harlan shooting scenes for the movie called “Above 

Suspicion.” We went behind the scenes and talked to 

folks about the impact on Harlan. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

6-16-16 4pm  30 seconds Newscast Topic: Kentucky’s unemployment rate dropped slightly 

last month. It’s now at 5.1%. The number is down from 

5.4% in April. 

Mountain News at 

11 

6-16-16 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: The Harlan County fiscal court approved 

agreements that will place two historic landmarks under 

new management. The Portal 31 underground mine tour 

in Lynch will be managed by the Harlan County Tourism 

and Convention Commission. The Benham 

Schoolhouse Inn will be operated as a private business. 

We interviewed county officials about the changes. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

6-17-16 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: 600 new jobs are coming to Rockcastle County. 

Congressman Hal Rogers and Governor Matt Bevin 

were on hand for the SOAR announcement. The jobs 

are with Source HOV and will largely be clerical and 

date entry positions. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

6-23-16 5am 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Another Eastern Kentucky city, McKee, can now 

call itself a Kentucky trail town. State and local officials 

celebrated the designation at a ceremony and say the 

goal is to boost tourism. 

Mountain News at 

11 

6-23-16 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Big changes in Benham… the man who is about 

to take over management of the Benham Schoolhouse 

Inn met with community members to lay out his vision. 

Officials in Harlan County are hoping the hotel turns into 

an adventure tourism destination. We interviewed the 

incoming manager and the judge-executive. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

6-28-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: The Big Sandy Power Plant is no longer burning 

coal to produce electricity. Instead, it is using natural 

gas. Officials say the conversion is a significant 

accomplishment. The plant opened in 1963 and burned 

coal until 2015. 

Mountain News at 

11 

6-29-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Nearly 500 new jobs are coming to southwest 

Virginia. A division of Frontier Communications 

Corporation will locate a customer care center in Wise 

County. Officials hope to open the center in August. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

6-30-16 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Alpha Natural Resources is closing operations in 

Knott and Letcher Counties. The Enterprise Mining 



Company deep mine in Redfox and the Enterprise plant 

in Roxana are affected. We interviewed the Letcher 

County Judge Executive and a miner affected. 

Mountain News at 

6 

6-30-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Governor Bevin announced plans by a French 

company to expand in Whitley County. The company 

makes ice cream and coffee sticks. They hope to add 

dozens of jobs. We interviewed local officials about one 

step towards building the economy. 

 
ISSUE:  EDUCATION ISSUES 
 

PROGRAM DATE PRG 

START 

TIME  

SEGMENT 

LENGTH 

TYPE DESCRIPTION 

Mountain News at 

11 

4-1-16 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The new Martin County schools superintendent 

began his work today. Larry James has worked in the 

school district for 22 years. We talked to James as he 

held a meet and greet for students and parents. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

4-4-16 4pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Governor Matt Bevin ordered immediate four and 

a half percent cuts in state funding to all public colleges 

and universities. The interim president of Hazard 

Community and Technical College says under the cuts, 

employees could lose their jobs.  

Mountain News at 

6 

4-17-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Alice Lloyd College announced they plan to 

dedicate a program in honor of an Eastern Kentucky 

leader. It is called the Robert M. Duncan Leadership 

Institute and Mentoring Program. We talked to Duncan 

and the college president about what this will mean for 

students. 

Mountain News at 

11 

4-17-16 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Educators honored Floyd County students today 

at the Young Author’s Celebration. Students received 

awards and had the chance to read some of their work. 

We interviewed people involved with the program. 

Mountain News at 

11 

4-19-16 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Students in Floyd County spent their morning 

learning about science. Scientists with the Kentucky 

Science Center made their way to Prestonsburg 

Elementary to put on a presentation about chemistry. 

Mountain News at 

6, 11 

4-20-16 6pm 

11pm 

Various Newscasts Topic: WYMT has obtained exclusive surveillance 

footage that police believe shows a former employee of 

the Jackson County school district taking the GED test 

for Knox County school board chairman Dexter Smith. 

We talked to the Jackson Co. school board attorney. We 

did a follow-up two days later when Smith resigned. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

4-22-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Williamsburg Independent Schools will have a 

new superintendent in July. The school board voted for 

current principal Amon Couch to take over. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

4-22-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A drug used to save people from heroin 

overdoses could be coming to schools in Kentucky this 

fall. Adapt Pharma will donate Narcan kits to any high 

school in the nation that wants it. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

4-30-16 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Officials with Big Sandy Community and 

Technical College say state cuts, declining enrollment 

and a tuition deficit led to layoffs. The college cut five 

faculty and nine staff positions. 

Mountain News at 

11 

5-5-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Morehead State University released its budget 

reduction recommendations in response to cuts by 

Governor Matt Bevin. Those recommendations include 

the elimination of 64 positions. 

Mountain News at 

6 

5-7-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: Bringing awareness to addiction and the journey 

to recovery. Folks in Letcher County came out to 



support recovering addicts in the community at the Drug 

Court Recovery Walk. We interviewed some of those 

attending. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

5-12-16 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: A new state of the art learning facility will soon 

take shape. Officials with Southeast Kentucky 

Community and Technical College broke ground on the 

Middlesboro Educational Alliance Center at the school’s 

Middlesboro campus. We interviewed the college 

president. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

5-13-16 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: There is a new way for children of all ages to read 

for free in Perry County. Organizers held a ribbon cutting 

for the latest Perry County “Little Free Library” located at 

Roy G. Eversole Elementary School. We interviewed 

someone with the Perry County Library Coalition. 

Mountain News at 

11 

5-13-16 11pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Morehead State University’s president has 

announced he’ll be retiring next year. Dr. Wayne 

Andrews made the announcement today during a work 

session of the University’s Board of Regents. 

Mountain News at 

6 

5-19-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The Kentucky Community and Technical College 

system has eliminated more than 500 jobs statewide in 

an effort to close a $26 million dollar budget deficit. 

System officials say most positions were unfilled or 

vacated through retirement. We talked to the interim 

president of Hazard Community & Technical College 

about the impact on campus. 

Mountain News at 

11 

5-22-16 11pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: It’s that time of year when many high school 

seniors walk across the stage for graduation. But one 

Hazard High School student never thought she would 

get that chance after a fire left her without a home. We 

interviewed the girl about beating the odds. 

Mountain News at 

6 

5-26-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: The Charlotte Observer reports a school district in 

North Carolina recently voted to phase out the practice 

of naming valedictorians and salutatorians… citing 

unhealthy competition among top-performing students. 

We talked to officials and two valedictorians in the 

Hazard Independent school district who say students 

should be recognized for achieving their academic 

goals. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

5-29-16 7am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Eastern Kentucky University has announced that 

it plans to close its Somerset campus this summer. EKU 

has had a small office in Somerset since 2011. 

Mountain News at 

11 

6-10-16 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Morehead State University’s board of regents 

approved a budget for the upcoming school year. The 

board approved a nearly $151 million dollar operating 

budget which is more than four percent less than last 

year. Meanwhile, students in the Kentucky Community 

and Technical College system will also be paying more 

for tuition. The system’s board of regents approved a $9 

per credit hour tuition increase. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

6-19-16 8am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Governor Matt Bevin announced he is removing 

all but three members from the University of Louisville 

board. The university’s president, James Ramsey, also 

agreed to resign. We had reaction from Senator Mitch 

McConnnell. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

6-21-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Students headed back to class at Morehead 

State University this fall will notice an increase in fees. 

MSU’s board of regents approved increases in tuition 

and residence hall fees. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

6-27-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: A date is set for the Kentucky Supreme Court to 

decide whether or not Governor Matt Bevin is allowed to 



cut the budgets for state colleges and universities. The 

court will hear the case August 18th. 

 
ISSUE:  WEATHER/EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS 
 

PROGRAM DATE PRG 

START 

TIME  

SEGMENT 

LENGTH 

TYPE DESCRIPTION 

Mountain News at 

6, 11 

4-2-16 

4-3-16 

4pm 

6pm 

Various Newscasts Topic: Dry and windy conditions led to numerous forest 

fires across the region. Some of them threatened 

homes. We updated conditions throughout the weekend 

and talked to firefighters. 

Mountain News 

This Morning 

4-18-16 5am 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Dry weather is increasing the risk of forest fires 

again. Pikeville firefighters suggest you wait to burn 

anything until after 6pm or until we see more rain across 

the region. We talked to a firefighter. 

Mountain News at 

6, 11 

5-1-16 6pm 

11pm 

Various Newscasts Topic: Flash flooding caused headaches for some and 

minor damage in parts of the region. We had reports 

from Perry and Floyd Counties and also did follow-ups 

the next day in other areas. 

Mountain News at 

4, 6, 11 

5-2-16 

5-3-16 

4pm 

6pm 

11pm 

Various Newscasts Topic: The cleanup continued after heavy rain caused 

minor flooding and mudslides. We did several different 

stories in different counties on the cleanup efforts and 

talked to those affected. 

Mountain News at 

6, 11 

5-7-16 

5-8-16 

6pm 

11pm 

Various Newscasts Topic: Severe storms caused some damage in a few 

counties. The hardest hit county was likely Laurel, where 

some large signs and other things were damaged.  We 

had several different stories on the severe weather. 

Mountain News at 

4, 6, 11 

5-11-16 

5-12-16 

5-13-16 

4pm 

6pm 

11pm 

Various Newscasts Topic: Weather related stories led almost all the 

newscasts on these days. Strong storms continued to 

cause problems, especially with high water and 

mudslides. There was also some wind damage in a few 

counties. Some schools had to cancel classes. Heavily 

travelled U.S. 23 in Floyd County was one road that was 

closed for days due to a slide. 

Mountain News at 

11 

5-21-16 11pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Many folks around the region became certified 

weather spotters today… right here at the WYMT 

studios. Officials from the National Weather Service 

office in Jackson taught folks how to report severe 

weather. We talked to meteorologists and some of those 

participating. 

Mountain News at 

6 

5-29-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: A scary night for some folks in Perry County. A 

mudslide hit the Hardburly neighborhood…and 

neighbors are being forced to clean up what is left 

behind… and some are even moving! We interviewed 

folks who said they were scared for their safety. We did 

a follow-up on this a few days later as families were 

packing up and leaving in fear of what might happen. 

Mountain News at 

6 

6-12-16 6pm 1Min 30Sec Newscast Topic: As temperatures increase, officials urge you to be 

mindful of the heat. They say too often, children and 

animals are left in hot cars. We talked to officials about 

the dangers. 

Mountain News at 

6 

6-24-16 6pm 45 seconds Newscast Topic: Heavy rain caused a road in Phelps to crumble. 

Highway officials are asking folks to use caution when 

driving on Highway 194 east in Phelps. 

Mountain News 

This Morning, 6, 11 

6-25-16 

6-26-16 

7am 

6pm 

11pm 

Various Newscasts Topic: Severe storms knocked out power to thousands 

in Eastern Kentucky. We also had several stories on 

massive flooding in neighboring West Virginia that killed 

more than 20 people and how people were coming 

together to help. 



Mountain News 

This Morning 

6-27-16 5am 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Our coverage of the devastating flash flooding in 

West Virginia continued. One local motorcycle club was 

taking up cleaning supply donations for people affected. 

Mountain News 

First at 4 

6-28-16 4pm 30 seconds Newscast Topic: Volunteers are rallying around West Virginians 

who lost everything in last week’s floods. The historic 

flooding hit Clendenin, West Virginia the hardest. 

National guardsmen delivered supplies to fire houses via 

Blackhawk helicopters. 

 
*NOTE: Some local stories are approximated at 1:30-2:00 minutes but may be less or more and some air in various local 
newscasts. There may also be other interviewees found within scripts of local stories in addition to those listed. 
*Note that some stories could fall into more than one category. 

 


